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PREFACE.

Uplifted on the surge to heaven she flies,

Mer shatter'd top half buried in the skies, - ot

Then beadlong plunging thyaders on the ground,

Earth groans, air trembies, and the deeps resound—

'Agnin ahe plunges ; hark ! a second shok

" Teacs her strong bottem on the marble rock,

Down on the vale of death with dismal cties,

The fated victims shudd'ring roil their eyes

Ta wild despair; while vet another strake

With deep convulsion rends the solid onk.—

At length asunder torn, her frame divides,

And crashing spreads in ruin o'er the tides,
TALCONEN,

—r—— e

Man never benotds with indifference hiv fellow-creature
Hruggling with adrerse fortune, or expased to great and
imminent donger, even in the empire of ficeiou ; his imugi-
nary sufferings extort tears of commiseration, and excite the
most anriviis concern_for his fate. '

From this inclination of the human mind to mympathize -
with the victims of migfortune, the Editor of the Mariner's
Cheonicle is convinced that the present undeMaking requircs
" no recommendation from him to interest the pablic in ity

belalf, - ft may, however, be necesary $o give some idea of
' the devign of these volumes.
To her naval dominion and her extended commerce, Bri-
tain &s undeniably indebted for the proud pre-eminence ghe
ay
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posscsses eanong the nations of the earth.  With the numerpus

* floating bulwarks she maintains, and the thousands and tens
af thousunds af merchant vessels whick wapt the produce of
ker dndustry to every region, it s impossible, in the nature .
of things, but that frequent disasters must oceur. The fute
of the adventurous seaman, unduuntedly bidding defiance to
his country's Joes, or engaged in the more peacefil pursuits

© eftrade—in both cases equally exposed to the multiplied perils
nf the ccean—cannot be-indierent (o those who remain at
home, enjoyiug thut security, and those conveniences which
his exertions so matcrially contribute to procure,

To presert, theregfore, « series of the most renur f.rrb!e ca-
lamities recorded in the 1 story of Navigalion ; to rousethe
durmant sensations of stonpathy and benevolence; o swarn by
the errors of the unbarnyg sufferers on the one haud, and to en-
conrage by their examle on the other ; to displey the energics
of which, even in the most forlorn situation, the wind of man
s susceptible— such is the object of the following pages.

The cye af Sensibility is kere presented with a gatlery of
varied and affecting Pictures, which being sketched by the
hand of Truth, are replete with the highest degree of interest,
There is not one among them from which the most wretched

may not derite some consolution ; aud there 4s little doubt but
that this work will become u Register of the Resources uf the
hienran Mind to the wnhappy victims of similar calumities.

The :’ee‘séora’an, accupied with the most émportant events,
the jute of empires, and H;c. revolution ¢f' governments, tu -
general borrows s materials from the testiony of others.
Not so the navigator. With more huwmble prefensions, but
with greater truth aud simplicity, ke feelingly deseribes what
he hus himaelf witnessed, scenes in which he has been per- v
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sonally engaged. W'hife perusing his story, we feelequallyin-
terested with him ; we never lose him from our sight, but, on

. every occasion, participate in all kis hopes, and iu all his
Sears. Is he {n danger § We join with him to invoke the mercy
of Providence. [Is heucen propitivus ¥ Does he find resours

- ees against wisery, against death ? I'e mingle our joys swith
his; we enter with him the devired haren ; the delisious sen-
sutions whick heuve his bosom are tranyerred to our own }
we dwell with rapture on kis happiness, und arvive at the
termination of Lis narrative with regrel.

Many of the pieces contained in this collection are of such
a tcudency as to excite those emotions of tenderness, those
tears of sympathy. If but one licart, hitherto insensible to
the appeals of suffering humanity, is led, by the perusal of .
these pages, to augment the number of the bemetolent, the
Editor will be more than atisfied.

Besides the gratification thus derited from md.-:lgmq these
generous emotions, and the amusement gfforded by the detad
of exrtraordinary adventures, it is presumed thal no small
portion of instruction will be conveyed through. the medium
of these volumes, particularly to the mind of the jurenile

. veader. He will be made acguainted in such a monner as fo

. remain indelibly impressed upon his memory, “with the cha-
vacters of varioks nations, and acquire gencral notions of the
diffevent countries that have been the theatres of the misyors -

. tunes of the unhappy wanderers,  Fiis knowledge of human
nature will likewise be enfaryged by an attentive observution

, of the conduct f dijgrent individuals, under the most trying
.- circumstunces to which man can be exposed. While he recoils
with mingled horror and compassion from the recital of the
cruel recessily to which mawus of them were reduced, he witf

a3
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behid 1w traits of heroism, Sortitude, and generosity, -
wifested by others, with admiration..

Thie editor flutters himself that in these volumes every class
of readers will find sothething to their taste, The bosom that
kas been used to mell at the tale of fictitions woe will be
Souched with the simple narrative of recd disivess } and these
wha disapprove of romantic flights of imagination, wifl be
presenled only with anthenticated fuct,

To the seaman, for whase beneht this swork is particularly
designed, it will prove a weetul, we had almost said, a
necessary companion. Warned by the errars by which others
have been plunged into the depths of misery, or encouraged
by the eramples of fortitude, courage, and conMancy, he will
learn to aroid the former, swhife the tutter will teach him to
suchomat with paf:’erar'rcs:'gma’w: fo the z':zscr.::tabfc decrees of
Provadence, and wot to despair of relicf even when involoed
in the vt compliveied wrelcheduess. .

12 may net be improper o obserre, that every nurratice
eonlaining ang violutfor of devenry kot beon rarerklly exs
tluded from dhis catlection, end that equul attention hur been
paid to admit none, the aﬁ:heall’city of which appeared ¥n
the least degree douliful. - The Editor’s researciey have not
becu confined to English works, o considerable proportizngf
kiv maicrials having been extracted from w!nmmoue and
" expeasive foreign publications, -

For the infrrmution of those readers whe may be wnac
guainted with the nantical terms which vo frequently occur
in this work, an engraving, representing an elevation of g
merchunt ship, {s annered, together with a bricf descriptivn
of vartous parts of which such a vessel is composed.

—

e o —




DESCRIPTION.

or

4 MERCHANT SHIP.

I, BOWSPRIT AND l!pﬁlﬂd.

1. BOWSPRIT, a large boom or mast, which projects
over the stem to carry sa2i} forward, and counteract the force
of the afteizails, of those extzuded brhind.

s. Jis-Boou and Howrees. ‘The jib-boom is a continua- .
tion of the bowsprit forward, being run out from its extremiry
in a similar fabmer to & top-yoast on a lower-mast; it 34 usu-
ally secured by  cap or.boom.iron oo the outer edd of th®
bowsprit, and & strong lashidg within round ifs heel y'and can?
thercfore, be drawn in upon the bowsprit as oceasion reguires.
A fying jib-boom is 2 boom extended beyond the preceding,
by means of twd beom-irony, and to the foremost end of which
the tack of the flying jib is hauled out. Horses are ropes
reaching from the middle of 3 yard to its arms or extrentiticsy -
and depending about two or thiee feet under the yaed, for the
sailors to tread on while they are loo,ning, reefing, or ’furlfng
the ssils, rigging out-the studding saif booms, &e. Im order
to keep the hore mare paraliel to the yard it is usuaily attach-
ed thereto, at proper distances; by ropes called stirtupd, which
- dang about two feet helow the vard, having an iron thimbie
spliced into their lower ends, through which the horse pastes;

24 :



viii DESCHIPTION OF A MEREHANT SHIY..

3. Boe-STavs, ropes used to confine the bowsprit of a ship
downward to the stem or cut-witer. )

4. GAMMONING, seven of ¢ight turns of a rope passed over
the bowsprit, and through a large hele in the stem or knee
of the had alternarely, and secving to bind the inner quaster
of the buweprit cose down 10 the ship'’s stem, in otder to ena.

_b‘|e it the better ta suppast the stays of the foremast ; afier alt

‘the turns are drawn as firmly as possible, the oppotite ones are

braced tegether under a bowsprit by a [ropping. -

5- SpRIT-Sail and Yarw The sprit-sail is a sail artached
to a yerd which hangs ander the bowsprit. It is furnishied
with alarge hole towards each of the lower corners, to evacu.
ate the.water with which the cavity or belly of it is Irequeantly
filled by the surge of the sea when the kip pitches. For Yard
See No. IV, .

6. SpriTsarn-Torsaly, and Yann. The spritsail.mp»
sail is a sail extended abuve thespritsail by a yard which hangs
under the jibsboom : the clues of this sail are hauled hame to
the spritsail yard aoms, after which the s2il is dravm out to.

wards the extremity of the boorn, ax any other top-mil yard is

" “holardd upon ity mast.

7. SpriTsaiL-LiFrs.  See Lifts. No IL
%, SpuaTaarL-Braczy, Sce Braces,  Neo. 1L
g SPRITSATL-CLUE-L1Nes. -See Clue- Lines. No. Il
.10, S?RtTSML SHEETS. See Sheetr. No. I,

BTN srarrsat:., TOPSAIL, AND RIGGING.

i+ . LAFTS, certain vopeadescending from the cap nnd mast.

. head 1o the extremities of the yard iminediately underneath

Theiy use i+ to keep the yard in equilisrio, or to pull ene of
jts extremities higher than the &ther, if occasion sequires; but
particularly tosupport the weight of it when a number of ra.
men are thus employrd thereon to furl or reef the sail. In sume
merchant vessels the 1ifts of the top-sail yards, called the tops
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mil-ifts, are also used as sheets, to extend the elues of the tops
galiant sail, The yards are said to be squared by the lifts,
when they hangat right angles with the mast, that is, paraliel
with the horizon when the vesiel is upright in the warer.

8. Braces, ropes employed 1o wheel or traverse the sails

upon the mast in a disection with the horizon, for which pur
pose they are fastened to the extremitiss of the yards.
" 9. Crug-Lines are for the same purpose as Clue-garnets,
{See ViL.) only that the larter term is approptiated to the
courses, while the word clae-line iy applied- te those vopes on
all the'ather square sails,

10, SyE ETs, ropes fastened to one or both the Tower cor-
bers of 2 sail to extend and retain it in 2 particular situation.
“~'When a ship sails with a side wind, the lower corners of the
_mam and fore-sails are fastened by a tack and a sheet; the
Iformcr being to windward, and the ldrter ro leewnrd ; the tack
Is, however, entirely disused with 4 stern wind, whereas the
sail is never spread withouat the assistance of one or both of
the sheets ; the stay-satls and studding sails have only onetack
and one sheet each 3 the stay-sail tacks are fastened forward,
“and the sheets drawa aft ; but the studdingsail tacks draw
the gurer comer of the sail to the extremity of thr: hoom, wh:!e
_the sheet is employed to extend the inner corner- .

t1. HaLvyanoy, the ropesor tackies usually empioycd to.
boist or lower any sail upon its respective mast or stay,

cF L L J{B-BOOM AWD RIGOTEG:
‘2. JIR PURLED Od THB BooM. The jib i the foremose
" sail of a ship, being a large stay wil, extended from the outer
“wid of the jib-boom towands the forestop-mast head ; in cute
" ters and sloops the )lb is o the bowspr:t, and cxttnd: towards .
' the fower mast-head, :
a3
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Furling is the operation of wrappi:zg or rolting 2 sail close
#p to the yard, \tay, or mast, to which it ‘helongs, and wind-
ing a gaskct or cord sbout it to fasten it thereto,

13. J1B-HaLYarDy. Sec Habards. No. IL

14. JIB-STAY. See Foreslays. 19, .

15. FORE-TOP-GALLABT-S5Fay, The fore.top-galiant
mast is the mast next above the top-mast, belonging to the
fore-mast. For Stay, See rg.-

16. Fore To# MAST-STaY. The top-mast is the accond
divigion of a mast, or that part next above the lower mast.

7. FORE-TOP 12a8T-STaY-sAIL, See Sail. No. IV.

18. NeTTInG for d¥to. Netting is a sort of fence, formed
of an assemblage of topes fastened across each other, so as to.

Jeave uniform intervals between. ‘These are usually stretched
alapg the upper pare of a ship's quarter, to contain some of -
the scamen’s hammocks, and secured in this position by rails ~

and stanchions. Nettingr are alse used for containing the fore
&nd main-top-mast-stay.sails when stowed,’
19. FoRESTAYS The stay is a large strong rope, emplog-

ed to support the mast on the fore part, by extending from its. -

upper end towards the srem of the ship, as the ahrouds are ex-

tended on each sido. The forestay reaches from the foremast- -

hoad towards the bowsprir end ; the main-stay extends to the
ahip's'stem ; and the mizen-stay is stretched to a collar on the
ﬁaainmut, immediately above the quarter-deck s the fore-top-
mast-stay comes to the end of the bowsprit, 2 little beyond the
foreastay j the main-top-mast-stay is attached to the hounds of
the foremast and the mizen-topimast-stay comes to the hounda
of the mainmast; the fore top-gallant-atay fobtes to the outer
end of the jib-boom ; the main-top-gallant.stay is extended to
the head of the fore-top-mast ; and the mizen-top-gallant-stay
#s attachef {0 the head of the mainmast; the royalstays, when,
wsed, extend to the jib-boom end, or to the heads of the top,,

-
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_or top-galiaut-masts next before them.  The whaic of rhue
_stays are nearly io the d:recrmn of the npper edges of the
several stay-sails, which derive their-names from them.

4

1¥, FORE-TOE-GALLANT-MAST AND RIGGING,

t. MasT. A mast is a long round - piece of timber, ele-
"wated pgrpendiculasly upen the keel of a ship, upon which are
attached the yards, the szils, and the rigging. The top-maxt
is 2 similar but smaller picoe of timber, raised at the head or
top of the lower mast through a cap, and supported by the
trestle-trées.  The top-gallant-mast is smaller than the preced-
ing, and raised and sccured o irs head in the same manper,

The majh-mast s the largest mast in & ship, aud stands
nﬂr!y in ‘the middle between nem and sterz.

Thie fore-mast stands siear the stém, md ia next in size to
‘the main-mast.

The thizen-mast is the smailest, ami stands about halF -way
between the main-mast and the stern. '

5. Yardand SatL. A yerd is'a 1ong piece of timber
nuspended npou the masts of & vessél to extend the sails to the
wind, They are cither iquare, lateen, or Iug-sa:l, the first
being suapended scross the mase, atright angles, and the two
latter obliquely, The square yards are of a cylindrical form,
tapeting from the middle, which is cailed the slings, fowarls

“the extremities, which are tarmid the yard ardia ; the half way
“betiveeh the slings and the “yard-arms Is tenned the quarter.

" “The large lateen yards are ueually composed of several p:ecet
Fasteriad fogether by wooldings, which also urve as sttpn,
whcrehy the sailors climb to the puek, or uppe: cxtrermt;, in
arder to furl o1 cast the loose sail.

A sail Is an assemblage of several breadths of danvas, or

" ther texture, sewed together, and ‘xtended on or betiween the
masts to reccive the wind and 1mpe1 the vesse! tiiraiigh the
a b
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water. Satls are all contained either hetween three or four sides.
T_hé former are rometimes spread by a yard, as lateen sails, or
by a'stay, as étay-sail:,: or by a mast, as shoulder of mutten
#ils; in all which cases the foremost leeeh, or wige, is attach-
el to tlje yard, mast, or stay, throughout its whole fength.
Those ‘which are four.sides are either extended by yards, as
. the principal sails of a ship, or by yards and booms, as the
stodding.sails, dtivers, ringaile, and ail those sails which are
sct aceasionally 5 or by gatfs and booms, as the main-sails of
" sloops and brigantines, .
The royals aze set above the top-gallant-sails, and the stud-
. diﬂg-saiis beyond the leeches orskires oi'tlhe main-sails and fore.
nails, and of the top.sails and top gallant-sails, their upper and
Tower edges bzing ex':cnﬁez}!_ by smail yards and by po}-“’. run
eut beyond the extremities of the yard for this purpose,,
Thest azils are, however, _Bhly used in moderate weather.
The sla}»sa.ili are extended upon srays between the masts,
_whereon they are drawn up and down occasionzlly, asa ecur.
tain «lides on its cod, and their lower partsare stratched out by
_a.tack and sheet. The main-sail and fore-sail have a rope
and a large single block made fast 16 each clue ; the ropes,
“calied tacks, lead Torward 15 l:h:"é'hess-': rees and burakins, and
the blogk receives a thick rope from aft, which'is termed. the
sheet, T T
Al sailsderive their name from their mast, yard, er stay wpon
" which they are extended. Thus the principal sail, extended
I:.rpdn‘the';__!m“ain'-m;st: is called the wmainesail; the next above,
which stands ugon the main-top-mast, is termed the main-top.
mil; and that which is spread acposs the moain-top-gallant-
thast is mamed the main-top-gallant-sail ; the sail above it is

“ealled the main-soyal. In the same manner there s the -

fore-sail, fore top.sail, fore-top-gallantsail, and fore-royal

_ Mie mizen, mizen-top-saily mizen-top-gallantsail, and mizen-

) soyalh »
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Thosalso there Is the main-stay.ail, main top-mast-ctay.saily,
miin-top-gattant-stay-sail, aod 2 middle stay.sail, which stands
between the two last ; all these stay-sails are between the main
and fore most. The stay-sails between the main and mizen-
wiasts are the mizen stay.sail, the ‘mizen-top-mast-staysail,
and sometimes a mizen-royal stay-sail.  The sail between the
foremast and the I)owsprit,"are the fore stay-ali, the fore-top-
mast-stay-sail, the jih, and sometimes a flying-jib, and even a
mid-dfe-jib.  There are hevides two, and sometimes thrée
square sails extended by yards, under the bowsprit and jibs
booms, ene callsd the spritsail, the second the sprit-sail-top-

" sail, and the third the spritsail-top gilfantsails the studding.

sails being extended upon the different yards of the main-mast
and fore-mast are also named according to their stations; the
top-mast, or top-galfant-studding-ails.

6. Shrouds, as well as sails, are dthominated from the mast
to which they bclong ; thus there are the main, fore, 2nd mis
zet shrouds ; the main-top mast, fore-top-mast, and mizen-
top-mast-shrouds; and the main-top-gallant, fore-top-gailane,
and mizen-top-galiont-shrouds,

7. LirTs. 11. HaLyakss, 8. Braci, ¢. CLUB-LINES.
10. SHEETS. Sec No. I

t. CaP, d strong thick block of wood, having two large .
hates through it, the one square, the other round, used to
confine twa Mmasts together, wheo ong is erected at the head of

. the otherin otdet to iengthen it.

- ¥, FORE-TOP-MAST AND RIGGING.

3. CROSA.TREES, picces of timbér supported by the cheeks
and trestle-trees at the upper end of the lower arhd rop-masts,
athwart which they are 1aid to sustain the frame of the tops

on the one, and to extend 1hc top-gallant shrouds on thg
Othl:t- o
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6. SrRoUDA, See No. IV,

31. STAY-$AIL HALYARDS, Set Sail. No. 1V, and Hal-
yards, 11,

4. Back eTavs$, dre long ropes extending from the top-

mast heads to the sides of the ship, where they are extended-

to the channels. Their use is to second the efforts of the
shrouds, in supporting the mast, when strained by a weight of
sail. They are usually distinguished into breast back-stays,
after back stays, and shifting back.siaye; the first being in-
tended to sustain the wast, when a ship sails upon a wind ; ot
in other terms, when the wind aots upon a ship sideways; the
second is to enable her fo carry sail when the wind is farther
aft; and the third kind take their name from heing shifted,
or changed, from one side to the other, as occasion mqulm.
Lhere are also back-stays to the top-gallant-masts, )

5« Yarp and SarL morsTep. Hoisting is the operation
of drawing up any body by the assistance of tackles ;.it isalso
inyariably applied to-the drawing up the sails along the masts

o stays, and displaying of flagv or pendants, though by the-

help of a single block only.

¥i. FORE~TOP-3ALL AND RIGGLING,

7. Lrers, 8. Braces, 9. CLue.Lings, See No,ITL

1. REEP-TACKLES, a tackle upon deck, communieating:
with its pendant, which passing through a block at the top-mast
hend, and theough a hole in the top-sail-yard-arm, is attached
to a cringle h litele below the jowest rfeef.  JFto.use is to pull
the skirts of the top-sails close up to the extremities of the top-
sail-yards, in order to lighten the labour of reefing, - .

13. REers. A reef is a certain portion of a sail, compre.
‘hended between the top or bottom, and a row of eyelet holes
generally parailel thereto,  T'he intention of the reef is to res
duce the surface of the sail in proportion to the increase of the
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wind for:which reason theve are scverd! reef: parallel to pach
other in the superiar sails : thus the top-sailc of ships are ge-
nerally furnished with three reefs, and sometimes four; and
there are ajways three or four reefs paralie) to the toot or bot-
tom of those main:sails and fore-sails which are extmd;d upon
boomy,
t4. PoInTa, flat pieces of hmded eprdage, lapcrmg from
the middie towards cach end, whose lengths aie ncarly double
the circumference of the yard, and used to reef the courses and
topalls of a square-rigged vessel, They are fined to the sails
by passing one through ewery eyelet-hele in the reef bands,
and making two knots upon it, one on each side of the nail to.
prevent its falling out. -
. 15. Eamags, small ropes emploged to fasten the upper
corners of 3 sail to its respective.yard, for which purpose one
eod of the earing is spliced to the cringle fixed in thae part of
the sail, and the other end is passed five or six times round the
yard-arm and through the eringle. The two fiest turus, which
are mtended to stretch the head of the sail tight aleng the
yard, are pamed beyond the life and rigging on the yard-arm,.
.and see called outer turns, while the rest, which draw it close
up to the yard, and are paswed within the lift, &c, are called
" inner turna. - Every reef on a.yard basiis respective earrings,
which are passed in:the same manner. .
36, BUNT-LINES, ropes fastened to cr;nglcs on the bottom
f square sails, to draw them pp to their yarde.
£1. H,u.‘run 1. Sce Na, JL L
17. Bow-LiNgs, mpufastpncd near the m:ddle of the leech,
of perpend:cu]ar edge of the square sails, by three ot four sub-
oinate parts, calied bridles, They are nsed to kéep-the wea-
Aber edge.of the il tight farward, and st:a;iy, whw the ship
-.utloqbauladml.he wind. - \

L . .- .'-' |I‘,':""::J; A Co
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NIJ, FORE-MAST AND RIGGING,

' 5 Yarpand Sarz. See No. IV,

- CROWFOOT, a complicarion of smaﬁ cords, ¢preading
out from a kind of long block. Tt i used fo suspend the
awnings, or te keep the top-sails from fretting agamat thc
edge of the tops. -

6. Surowps. See No. IV,” -0 " . v

18 RATTLINGS, small lincs which traverss the'thiouds off
aship horizontally] at regolar distances, from the deck up-
wards, and form a variety of ladders, whereby to elimb or
descend fiom any of the must-heads. .

s

3. Tor, 2 sort of platform surmuﬁdihg the lower n{asf-
head, from which it projects on all sides fike 2 scaffold, The
principal intention of the top Is to extend the top:mast shrotds
so as to form a greater angle with the mast, and thereby give
additional support t@ the latter. It is sustained by certain
timbers fixed upon the hounds and cheeks of the masts, and
called the trestle trees and cross-trees, In ships of wat the'tops.
are furnished with swivels, musketry, and other fire- -avms, ‘and
~ «afe guarded with a fence-of hammocks in time of action.’

" x9. LANYARDS, short pieces'ef 10pe, or line, fastened to
several machines in a shi?, 'and sesving to secure them -t a -

¢ particular piace, or to manage'them more conveniently’; such.
are the lanyards of the ‘gun.ports, the lanyards'of the buoy, .
the fanyardsof the cathook, &c. The principal fanyards used
in 2 ship are tHose smployed to extend the shrouds and Stays
of the masts by treir commnmcahon with® the'dead" !yes and

*'hearts, sb as to r:scmblc a.gort of mechamtal #ower, like that
of a tackle. "

20. DEAD EYES, a.Soit of round, Rartisk, wooden blocks,

-entireled with a rope, ut with an iron bard, and’ pmced with,
three holes through the far part. in order to receiys the lan-

- ERREFR I BN

yards, which corresponding with three holes in another dead-
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eye, creates ; purchase employed for vatious uses, but chicfly
o extend the shrouds and stays, otherwise called the stanling

rigging. The dead-eyes for the stays have only ong hole,

which, howev:r, 11 la.rge enough to receive ten of tm:lve turas
of the lanyand ; these are generally termed hearte.
1. Tye and Jears. A tye i a sort of rumner or thick
Tope, wsed to transnit the cffart of a rackle te any yard or

" g, Thetye is either passed through a block fixed to the
mast-h-ad, and afterwards through anoiber biock attached to
the yard or gaff, and returns to the mast-head, or tie end of
it is simply ‘passed over a sheave in the mast kead, and thea
fastened to the yard or gaff.

) Tears are an asacrﬁb!ag: of tackles, by which the lower
yards are, hoisted up, or fowered down, as occasion re-
quires.

21, Tacks, ropes used to confine the foremost lower cor-
tiers of the courses and stay-sails ia a fixed position, when

* the wind crosses the ship’s course obliquely, "The same name

is alwo given to the rope cmployed to pull vut the jower cora

ger of a studding-sail to the extremity of itv boom. . The
maigskil and foresail of a ship are furnished with-a tack.on
cach side, which is formed of z thick rope, tapering tp the
end, and having & knot wrought vpon the largest end, by
whith it is firmly retained in the glug of the szil § the tack,
thetefore, axtends the saif to windwarn!, while the sheet extenls

it to leeward, o

30. SHEeTS, Bee Na. Il

9. CLUZ-GAANETS, are & sort of tackle fastened to the
thues or Jower corners of the main and foré-all; to truss them
up to the yard, which iztermed clueing up those sails.

16. BunT-uines, Seé No, VI

23 LEECH.LINEY, ropes fastened to the Inlddle o? the

Jeeches or edges of the main-sail and forc-sa:], and scr\npg ta
trusy those sdils up to the yards. :
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17. Bow LeiNgs. Ser No. VI,
7. Lirfs 8. Beaces. See No. II.
24. Hoxses and STIRRUPs, See No, L

Vill. MAIN-TOP-GALLANT-MAST AND RIGGING,

3-Mas?. 5. Yarp and Sarn. 6. Sunoups, See No. IV.
7. Lrrra. 8. Braces. See No. IL

27..Bow-riNgs. See No. V1.

#. CLUR-LINES, 10. SHEETS. See No.IL

%, Car, Ses No. IX. .

25, STa¥®. See Forestays. No., FIL

vt STav-sarL-Harvarps Sce Saik No. IV, and Hok

XI. MAIN-TOP-MAST AND RIGUING,

4. Cross.rxapzs, Sve No. V.

85, MiDDLE-3TAY-8ALL and HaLyarps, SecSeil, Now
IY. aud Halyard No. II.

6, Burovunis, See No IV. .
© 4 Bacrarars, SeeNo. V.

8§, STAY and STAY-SAIL-HALYARDE. Ste Forestays

Ko. IIl. Sl No.IV.  wnd Halard Ne. II, *

5 YarD and SaiL, See No. IV, _ ) T

X, MAIN-TOP-24IL AND RIGGING,

7. Ltrrs. 3. Bracys, See No o EI,

9- Crve-LiNza. 9. SHSETI. See No. If,

36, BLunT-Lings. See No. VL.

25, BaLYagoh, -Sce No. [,

7. Bow-Lings. s, REEP.TACKLES, Ses Mo. VI

a
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XI. MAIN-MAST ;\SD ‘BIGGI'NG.

5. Yard and Sailr. 6. Shrouds, 18. Rattlings. 1. Crowufoots
a5. Stay. 3. Top. 19. Leawsards. to. Diod-Eyer. 11, Tyé
oud Jedry. "2z, Tacks. yo. Sbeets. y, Cluc.garnets, t6. Bunt-
liner. 33, Leech-lines. 37, Bsw-limes. 7. Egfts. 8. Braces.
3. Horses and Stirrups.  See No. ¥I1.

Xif. PART O¥ TIRE HULL.

A. Heab is an ornamental figure erected on the continna-
Yonof & ship's stern: but it i also used ina more enlarged
sense, to eignify the whole front ar fore-part of & ship, includ.
ing the hows ox each side ; the hesd, therefore, opens the
eolumn of “water throogh which the ehip passes when advanca
ing. It is evident that the fore-part of a ship is calied ite
head, from the affinity of motion and position which it bean .
tod fi-h when swimming. .

B. Ratrs are narrow planks nailed for ormament on severn)
parteof & 5hip's tpper works, as drift-ralh, fife-rails, sheer
naily, waist.ralls, &e. some of which ' wre alio bnbended e &
“fauce 2o prevent the sailors from falling overboard. The ralls
of the head are curved piecei of rimber extending from the
bows’ on’ each side to the conrinustion of the thlp s ttam, of
_ipport the knee of the-head, &c.

C. Cur-warTar, the fofemost part of the nh:p 1 prow,
formed of an u!emb]lge of severe! pieces of timber, to render
it droad me thie upper pats, where it projects forward from the
Hew, to open the columa of waterunthe ship sails along, and
tha to make her keep to windward betrer when she b close-

Bacled ; it is atherwise called the knee of the head,

D. Bow, the rounding pare of a ship®s side forward, begln.

" ming where ‘the pladks arch’ nwmds, and terminating where
they close at (he stemy or prow.
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" of the main-chains and the sides of the stern, where it is e
_mioured by the Quarter-pieces.

.. - b
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+ Craing, strong links, or plates of iron, the lower ands
of which are holted through the ship's sides ; they are placed
at short distances from each other on the ship's outsile, as
being used to contain the blocks, valled dead-¢yes, by which
the slirouds of the mast aie extended. .

E. Car-HEADS, two stroug brams of timber, projecting
almost horiaontally over the ship’s bows, on cach side of the
bowsprit, and carrying in their outer extremities twa oF thece
sheaves, ahout which a rope, called the ca:»!ali pasees, and
communicates with the cat-block.

F. Boatr on the Boom. The booms imply a space
where the spare booms and top-masts are stowed, their ends

_ being supported by the gallows, and affording a reczptaclt

for the boat between them.
G. CHEsS-TREES, two pleces of wood bolted perpendicu-
tasly, one on tach side of the ship ; they are usd to confine

" the cluesof the main-sail, foy which purpose there is a hole in

the upper part, throvgh which the tack pawes 1har extend?d
the clug of the sail to windward,

H. QuarTER, that part of 2 ship's ide which lics towarnds
the stern, or which is comprehended between the aftmost end

I. TAPFAREL, the uppermost part of a slnp s stefn.
K Poor, the highest and afrmost deck of 2 ship,
The decks are the planked floors of 2 ship, which connect

" qhe sides  together, and serve as different placforms to upper

the artillery and lodge the men, &5 also to preserve the carga
from the sca and rain. .

1. Poop LaNTEOANS, 3 well k.nnwr_; machin_c.l of which
many others are used in a ship, as top-labthorns, signal lan,

thotns, store room-lanthoins, &c.

M. Eusicy, alarge fag or banner, hoisted on 3 long pole,

" erected over the stern, aod called the ensign.staff. The sovign
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» used to‘distiugnish the ships.ofdiﬂ'errut nations from each
uthet, as also to characterize the different squadrons of the
i'mvy.' ) )

N. CompanioN, 2 sort of maoden porch, piaced over
the entrance, or stalr case of the master’s cabm in merchant
ships.

Q. BrymacLe, a wooden  case or hovw, containing the
compasses and lights, to shew the compass at night, There
uré usually two bionacles on the deck of 1 sip of war, one
being designed fpr the man who seeers, and the sther for 1he
person who supcrmtends and directs the steerare, whose office
is called conning. B . :

P. WireL of the Heum. Thehielm s £ long and flat
piece of imber, ar an assemblage of severat piecs aspended
down the liinder pact of a ship's stérn-post, wiie it turns
wpon a kind of hinges to the right and Iofr, serveng w0 direct
the coune of a vesscl, as the tail of a fish guides te body. -
The belm is usually composed of three parts, vie. the rd. ter,
the tiller, and the wheel, e’xceptmg' in small vessels, wiire the
whee! is unnecessary. The rudder hecomes gradualiv hioader,
" in proportion to irs distance from the top, or irs dioh aader
water; the back or inner part of it, which joins the srein.sosf,
is diminished into the form of 2 wedge throughont its whole
length, so as that it may be more rasily turned froon one side
to the other, when it makes an obruse angle with the keel,
The tiler isa long bar of timber, fixed horizonre'ly in the
upper end of the rudder- within the vessel ; the raevements of
the tiller, to-the right and Jefty sccordingly 4ive:t 1he efforts
of the rudder to the government ot the shiz’s course as she
advaaces ; which is called stccnrrg The «porirwns of the
tiller are gmded and asalstédd by a sott 'of 1nehiz runmunicat.
ing with the ship's side, calied the biller.rnpa.

In opler to facilitate the madagemen: of the helm, the tiller-
Fope, in all large vessels, is wound about a wheel, whish acis

3l

"
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" wpon itwith the powers of & windassy the rope employed im
this service, which is usually composed of untarred rope yatns, .

being conveyed from the fore.end of the tiller to s single block
on gach side of the ship, forms a communication with the
wheel by means of two blocks suspended near the mizen-mast,

and two holes immediately “above, leading up to the wheel,

which is fixed apon an axis on the quarterdeck. Five turos

. of the rope are usually wound about the barrel of the wheel, |
snd when the helm is midship, the middie tumn i vailed 1othe
top of the_barrel, by a mark, by which the helmsman readily .

discovers the situation of the helm g the spokes of the wheel
generally reach about eight incbes beyond the xim or circum.
fecence, serving ay bandies to the person who stgers the vesuel,

As the effect of a lever increases in proportion to thelength of

its arm, it is evident that the power of the helmsman to tum

ths wheel will beincreasedaceording ta  the length of the.
spokes beyond the circumference of the barrel ;5 a0 that if the.
hetmsman employs & force of vhirty pounds, it will produce an .

effect of from ninety to one hundred and twenty pounds upon
the tiller (the barrel being one.quarter or one-fith the radivs of
the spckes) which again forming the long arm of a Jever, ten
or fifteen times the length of .the shortss arm, the force upon

the radder will, by conscquence, be from ten times nivety to |

fifteen times one huadred and twenty, or from nine hundred
to one thousand eight bundred pounds.. . .

R. Hawip-EOLBS are cylindrical holes cut through the
bows of a ship on each side of the stern, through which the
cables pass, in order to be drawn into or let out of the vessel,
At pcoasign requises.

XIII. . MIZEN-TOP-GALLANT-MASTS AND R:GGING,
1. MasT. 5. YaRD and SAIL. 6, ShrouDs, See No. IV,
g. Lirte. " 8, BRACES, 9, CLUR-LINES. %0, SHEETA.

See Na, II. . .
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2, C.ﬁ_’-‘ &eNﬂa Iv.
ag. STay, See No. I, .

XIV. MIZEN-TOUP-MAST AND RIGOING.,

3. Cross.TREES. SecNo. V. ,
- 35 STAY and STavaart-RaLYaRDs.  See Na, IIIL,
Camd IV, C
6. SurouDps. See Nou IV,
Bacg-sTays., See No V.
! Yaro and Satr.  See No. IV,

XY, MIZEW-TQOP-3ALL AFD RIGGING,

7. Lrrrs, 8, Braces. Bee No, IL
3. Crue-rines, BSee No. IT, "

16, BunT-Lings.  See No. VI, -

0. SgEETs. See No, IT,

37. Bow-Linea, See No. VI

17, Haryakps, Sce Mo. I -

XYI, MIZEN-KAST AND BIGEINS,

% Yanp and SarL.  See No. IV,

% TopP. SeeNo. VIL

13. $TAY. Bee Forentays, No. III -

18, STAT-sAIL. See $ail. No. IV,

6. Saroups See No. IV.

17, BraiLy, ropey passing through pullies on the mizen-
must and yard, and fastened to the aftermost leech of the sail,
in different places, to truss it close u Ps @ occasion requires,
Several of the stay-sails also have braila ’

. 10, SHEETS. See No, 11,
11, REsr,  Sce No. VI,

.
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§. Cuoss JACK-YARD, the lower yard on the miren-mass,
fx ihe armi of which the clugs of the mien topsail arg
extended.

1, CROWFOOT, 19 Lamvaros. e Noo VIL

varaesty GOOGle
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NARRATIVES

SHIPWRECKS, .
&c. &e.

THE 1033 &F

THE DODDINGTON, EAST INDIAMAN,

Witcked upon a Rock in the opea Sea, the Tihof July, 1735,
e
i
The Doddington leaves the Downs-=Arrives at the Cape de Verd
Eslands—Strikes upon 2 Rock—Ouly tweuty three Persons
saved-Particulars of their Residence on the Rock—They
resoive to build a vesyel from the Fragments of the Wreck—
Three of the Company dispatched in the Boat to reconnoitre the
Coast of the Contisent—Their extraordinary Adventurea—One
of the Tarty drowhed—Narruw Escape of Meswsrs. Collet znd
Webb on & Raft—Departurc from the Rock—Occurrences dae--
ing their Veyage to the River of St. Lucin—Where they fali i
with an English Vessel, in which they amive at Madras,

Tue Doddington, commanded by Captain Sampsony
sailed from the Downs the 25th of Amil, 1755, incom-
pany with the Pelham, lloughton, Streatham, and
Hedgecourt, all in the service of the East India Come-
pany. Inscven days they cleared the chanuel. Coplain |
Sampson perceiving that bis ship wasabetter sailer thun
any of the otbers, resolved not to lose the advantagebe

voL. I. 5



2 TIHE DODDINGTON.

might derive from that superiority. He therefore pro-
ceeded Ly himeelf, seen lost sight of his compenions, and
reachbed Bonavista, ove of the Cape de Verd islands,
Here he arrived the 20th of May, and on the 25t cast
auchor in the bay of Part Prior. It then appeared that
he wasmistaken in attributing to his vessel a superiority
in point of sailing, or that he bad lost time by the course
‘which be had taken, fur he there found thatthe Pelham
and the Streatham bad entered the bay twe hours be«
fore him : the Houghton arrived soon afterwards, but
the Hedgecourt did not appear 1l the 26th,

On the 27th the Doddingten, Pelbam, Streathan,
“and Houghton, baving conipleled their stock of water,
continued their voyage together, leaving the ledges
court in the rcad.  They sailed in company, Learing
away 8. E. 1 E. (ill the 28th; but Captain Sampson
conceiving that they were guing (oo miuch to eastward,
altered the course of the Deddinglon to direct South,
by which she was again separated from the others,
After seven weeks of fine wealber bhe discovered the
high land of the Cape of Good Hope, which he dou-
bled, and left the Agulbas on the 8th of July. The
ship kept an casterly course for twenty-four hours, in
]atitude 35° 50'; after which the captain ordered it to
be chauged to E. N. E.

This course he continued to fullow till Thursday the

7th, sbout & quarter before one in 1the morning. The

officer, whose journal furnished the meterials for this
narrutive, was then asleep in Liscabin, but Leing rous-
ed by a sudden thock, be Jenped fron: his bed, in the
greatest consternalion, and hastened upon deck with
all possible expediticn.  Here ali the horrors of his
situaiion rushed at once upon Lim. H. saw the men

-
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thiown down in every direetion by the viulence of the
sen that was breaking over them, and the vessel goirg
1o pieces with every wave that deshed against her. He
crawled with tbe utmost difficulty to the larboard side
of the quarter-deck, which was the most elevated above
the surface of the sea. Here he found the captain, whe
seid nothing to him, but ¢ Wé shall all be lost!” Ina
few minutes 4 sea separated them, and he never saw
the captain afterwards. He then endeavoured to reach
the other side of he quarter-deck, but was too much
bruised by the viclence of the sea; besides which he
brad his‘arm broken above the etbow. Mean-whils
every part of the ship was overwhelmed and weut to
pieces.

1o this horrible situation, expecting every moment
to be swallowed up by the waves, heheard acry of Land !
lond ! He immediately looked round bim, but though
he saw some object which he supposed might have beett)
taken for land, lie conjectured it te be nothing more
than the waves opposed to the breakers. At the same
time the sea broke over him with such violence, thatit
not only drove bim from bis asylum, but he was like-
wise stunned by being thrown against a fragment of
the wreck, vpon which he remained in a state of insen- !
sibility till the day was far advanced. When he reco-
wvered the use of his senses, he found bimself fastened by
a-neil; which had pierced bis shoulder. Besidesthe pain
he felt from his wound and bruises, he was so benumbed
with cold that he could searcely stir hund and foot. He-
shoyted 23 loud as he could, and was heard by the men
who were upon the rocks, but who were unable to af-
ord hin any refief, and a considerable time elapsed Le-
f ore be could disengage himsell and crawl to thashore.

' B2



4 - THE PODDINGTON,

This was an istand, formed of a sterile and uninhabited
rock, in 35v 437 5, latitude, and about 250 leagues to-
euastward of the Cupe of Good Hope.

Here be found My, Evan Jones, the first mate; Mr,
Johu Collet, second mate; Mr. William Wells, third
mate; Mr.S. Powell, fifib mate; Richard Topping,
carpenter ; Noel Bothwell and Nathaniel Chisholm,
guarter-masters; Papiel Ladova, captain’s steward;
Henry Sharp, surgeon’s mate; Thomas Arnold, a.
negro, and John DMacdowall, the captain’s servants;
Robert Breasley, John Ding, Gilbert Chain, Terence
Mole, Jonas Rosenbury, John Glass Taylor, Hen-:
drick Schantz, and John Yetz, seamen; Johu Lister,
Ralpl: Smith, and Edward Dissoy, cabin boys. These.
persous, to the number of twenty-three, were all that
escaped out of a crew of 270,

s Lheir first care wag to seek ampagst the fragments of
the wreck, thrown by the sea upou the rock, for planks.
or pieces of wood to cover them, and they succeeded
beyond their bopes. Their next greatest want was tbat
of fire, and this they could not supply with equal faci-
lity. Some of them tried to produce it by rucbing tow
gether two picces of woed, but without success ; others
sought among the rocks to discover something capable
of being substituted for a flint aud steel. At lengtly,
after & lung search, they found a box contaiping two
gun-flints, and a piece of & broken fle,. an unlovked-
for seguisitun, which iuspired them. with sincere joy..
The fiut and stecl, however, would be perfectly useless
till they should procure some matter which the spark
would kindle, and to serve iustead of tiuder. 'I‘l\}ey
begui: & new search, with equal anxiety and diligence,
and met with a barrel of powder ; but, to their great
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mortification, they found that it was wet. However, af-
4er baving thorouphly examined it, lh&{éﬁ,d a sroall
quantity uninjured at the bottom of the barrel: this
they pounded upon a piece of rag, which served ex~
tremely well for tinder, and soon obtained fire. The
wounded officer was left in charge of these precious
materisls, and bis companions in mistortune went in
search of other necessaries, without which the rock
could only serve to defer their destruction.

In the afteracon the sea brought them a chest ofcsn-
dIes and a keg of brandy. Thjs acquisition was very
sgréeable, especiully the liquor, of which each tock a
small quantity. Some time afterwards others came with

-ghe intelligence that they hiad discovered u cusk alinost
full of fresh water, which was far more wvsetul 1o them
than the spirits. Mr. Junes brought in several pieces of
sait pork, and some of Lhe crew next arnived, driving

* before them seven pigs which had got on shore. Several
casks of beer, water, and flour, were sgen at a distance,
but it wasimpossibleat that timetobringthemtotherock.
. The upproach of night ebliged them to think. of pro=
curing some covering; they all, thereflore, fell to work
to erect a tent with the canvas that had been cast on
the:shore. They succeeded with great difficulty ; but,
for want of a sufficient quantity of sail cloth, it was too-
small to coptain them all. | The islatd was muck fre-
quented by a kind of bird called gannets, and the sumn-
it of the rock was covered with- their dung, It was =
Iiere that ibe shipwrecked mariners erected their teut,
for fear of its beiog carricd away by the waves, They
piaced-uﬁder_it those who were unzile to work, and
kindled a five near them; but as they had pussed the
whole day w:thout food, so the mght procured them no

8.3,



4 ZIRE DODDINGTON.

repose, They sunk to the depth of a foot in the dung ;
‘1o add to their distress, the night was su temnpestuous
that the wind dispersed their fire, and the rain com-
Pletely extinguished the embers, before they bad time
to collect them again.

Friduy, the 18th of July, those who were able to
walk went to reconnoitre the rock, to see whether the
#ea had brought any frapments of the wreck; bat, to
their great chagnu, they found that all the caska they.
hid seen the preceding evening were dashed 1o pieces,
excepting one of beer, and one of tlour. Soon after they
hud secuved these the tide: rose and putan end to their
labour. They then assembled (o ‘partake of their first
meal, and broiled some pieces of the pork upon the
coals for their dinner.  When they were seated toren-
Joy this repast, which they had been used to do, with
that cheerfulness and satisfaction produced by present
plenty, and the hope of future abundance, their desoe
late and forlomn aondition truck them so forcibly, that
they broke forth into lamentations, clasping their hands,
and staring wildly around them with the baggerd look
of despair,

Before we proceed to the relution of the extraordie
nary design conceived by these unfortgnate men, and
executed contrary toall probability, the reader will not
object to make, with us, a reflection highly consolatory
on the resources of the human mind in the wost critical
situations, The sudden shock of a great und unexpevted
misfortnue geverally produces a dejection, end & kind.
of lethargic stuper; these ure succeeded by a violent
agitation, wbich rapidly hurries the imagination to &
vuriety of objects that ere rejected withoul examination,
till being vbliged o return to the point whence it set

- . fF
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aut, i fixes upon that which appears the most striking,
frequently without being the most proper, to enable the
sufferer to obtain the end which he desires. When
once fixed in his determination, hope, which seemed
extinguished, revives in the heart, flies to meet the ob-
Jject, discovers possibilities, which the mind seizes and
combines, and from this happy conjunction result those
prodigies of human industry, the offspring of necessity,
which rescue us, as by a miracle, from the most des-
perate situations. But it is impossible not to pereeive
the beneficent hand of a Providence attentive to our
preservation, which, enduing us with the sublime facuity
of thinking, furnishes us with {he means of executing:
whay the mind bad only conceived, Of this we shall
see a remarkable instance in the almost ridiculous pro-:
ject planned by these unfortunate marioors, for getting
awny from their sterile hubitation ; thatof constracting
a boat, before they had either woud, or the implements
necessary for thut purpose; and we shall acknowledge
with them, the bounty of that Providence which so!
*woexpectedly furnished them with the materials, B
. Oneof these unfortunate people casting his eyes upon
the carpenter, chanced to say, that since he was with
them they might build a boat, provided they had the
necessary materials. 'This reflection instantly revived
the hopes of ull the others; there was not one who did
not turn his eyes upon the carpenter. The latter as-
sured Lthem he had no doubt of being able to build &
_ boat which would carry them in safety to some port, if,
&s the man had observed, he could procure thetools
and materials. At that time, indeed, they saw no pro-
bability of obtaining them, or necessaries far victual-
ling the bout, supposiug they could construct one,
B % ’
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Howerer, the instant they thought that their defiver-
ance was not impossible, they began to imapine that it
was neither difficult nor improbable.  From that mo-
ment their affliction was mitigated, they ate with less
repugnance, and the boat became the only subject of
their conversation : they had not ouly discussed what
size sbe should be, and the manner of working ber,
but even disputed whether they should steer her to the
Cape or to Delagea,

As soon as they had finished their repast some went

0 quest of tools, and others fell to work upen Boishing

the tent; but that duy they found nothing capable of
assistiug in the construction of the boat.

Ou Saturday, July the 1Gth, they saved four casks
of water, & harrel of flour, a keg of brandy, and one
of their smail boats, which the surge had thrown upon
the rock in & shattered cendition; but tl:ey found no
tools,

Sunday, July the 20th, they had the good fortune to
discover a basket, containing some files, packing nee-
dles, gimblets, and a marine chart. They also found
two quadrants, an adze, a chisel, two sword blades,
and 8 box of specie, This acquisition they mude early
in the morning, because as the sea had been very bois=
terous the preceding day, they had reason to suppose
that it would bring them some fragments of their vessel,
At ten o'clock they assembled to prayers, and did not
gv out sgain till after dinner. kley found. several
packets of letters belonging to-the king and Lhe com-
peny ; those they dried and laid by carefully.

. The same day, while searching upon 1be shore, they
found the body of a women, which they recognized to
be that of Mrs. Colleit, the wife of the second mate,
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‘who waé at a little distance. The mutual affection of
-this couple was very great; therefdre to spare his feel-
ings, Mr. Jones, the first mate, found means to draw
Mr. Collet to the- opposite side of the rock, while the
other mates, with ihe assistance of the carpenter and
some sailors, dug a hole in the bird's dung, where they
deposited the body, reading the funeral service from a
French prayer-book wiiich the sea had washed ashore.
After they had performed the rites of humanity, andthus
concealed from Mr, Collet 4 spectacle which would have
affected him too sensibly, and perhaps have proved fatal
to him, they took an opportunity some days aftetwards,
to acquaiot him by degrees with what they had done,
and to give him the -ring which they had taken from.
his wife's finger, He received it with the greatest emo-
tion, spent several days in erecting a monument over
her grave, with all the square gtones that he could find,
and placed at the top ao elm plank, on which be en-
graved hername fnd age, together with a brief account
of the fatal accident which had been the cause of it.
On Monday, the 2ist, they found a small quantity of
fresh water, some pork, wood, planks, cordage, end
canvas, which they juyfally stored up for the construce
tion und equipment of their boat; though they were:
still in want of many tools, without which the carpenter
could not possibly go to-work. He bad just finished
making a saw, but'had neither hammer nor nails.  A$
this juncture Hendrick Schantz, a Swede, found an old
pir of bellows, which be carried to his compunions, -
telling them he-had been u blacksmith, and that with
the bellows and a forge, which they might make under
his-difectivn; be would furnish the carpenter with all
the tools he wanted, as well us nails, He added, that
5

r
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this appeared the more possible, as there was a greaf
quantity of iron attached to the wood which had floated
to the shore fron the wreck, This proposal was receiv-
ed with transports of joy. The sroith instantly fell g
repairing the bellows, and the three following days were
devoted to the erection. of & tent and forge. They
Yikewise collected together all the timber and planks
hikely 1o be of use to the carpenter, who, on bis side,
prepared the few tocls be bad that he m:ght begic upon
1he boat as early as possible,

Thursday, the 24th, the carpenter, with the assistance

- of the quarter-master, Chisholm, began to work upon
the kel of the boat, which, it was resclved, should be
thirty feet long und twelve broad. The same day the

* emith finished his forpe, and collected & large quantity
of deal for fuel. Ivom this time the carpenter and
smitk continued to work with the utinost assiduity ; the
latter had the good fortune to Gud the ring ard nut of
an anchor, of which be made 20 anvil ; he furnished
chisels, baichets, hammers, nails, and whatever was
‘necessary for the carpenter, who, on his part, employ~
ed them with equal diligence and ability, till the J1st
when be fell sick.

The Jives of all these forlom exiles depended on that
of the carpenter; tbey therefore awaited bis recovery
with anxiety and impatience. To their inexpressible
joy he was soon restored. to bealth, and on the 2d of
August was again able to work.

Meanwhile,, the provisions they had saved from the
wreck were so nearly exbeusted that they were obliged
to reduce their allowance to.two cuncgs of bread & day
fur each man, end of the salt pork no more was left
than would be necessary for victualling their beaby
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very little water too remained. Tbus sitvated, they
hed recourse to various expedients ; they dug holes, in
the expectation of finding a spring, but in vain; they
attempted to kill same of the gannets that used to perch
upon the top of the rock. In this they proved more
successful, but they found the flesh rank, with a fishy
taste, and as black as sloes. They then constructed a
Taft, of the kind called catamarans, with the inteatiun
of emuploymg it for fishing with hooks snd lines, which
the sea had cast on the shore. They slso killed & few
seals, but all those who ate of them were taken ill, so
that they were under the necessily of killing one o

their hogs.

They met with such success in fishing with their ralt
that they afterwards made another forthe same pur-
pose, -However, Mr. Callet and Mr. Yets had u nar-
row escape from being carried into the open sea upon
one of these rafls, and pérish'mg. On the 20th of Au-~
gust Lhey were fishing till four o’clock in the afternoon,
when they attempted to return to the rock, but a heavy
gale from the west suddenly coming or, istead of ap-
proaching the shore they were driven farther out to sea.
Those an shore witnessed their distress ; without know-
ing how to afford them assistance. They, however, ven-
tured to dispatch another raft, with ropes, boping they
might be able to Jush them together till the wind should
become more maderaie; but the sea was so rough that
the last raft was overset three times, and Lhe men were
obliged to swim back. They saw their companions
drifting farther and farther from the shore, and were
chagrived in the highest degree at being unable to afe
ford them aony relicf, when the carpenter told them he
would soon put the small boal in such a state that she

af
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should not make more water than one man could bail
out. This promise Ailed themy wilh new hopes, and
there was not oue who was not ready to embark in her
to relieve thetr companions,  Iu a quarter of an hour
tle boat was reardy; she soon came up with the raft,
tock on bourd Collet and Yets. They fuund the water
gain prodigiously upon thein, in spite of all their exer-
tions, and when they reached the rock the boat was so
full that she must have inevitably foundered had they
remained at ses a few moments longer.  This accident
made sach an impression, that none of them durst ven-
ture out again to fish upon the rafts: but the carpen-
ter turning his attention to the repair of the small boat,
soon brought it into a serviceable state, .
Their success in fishing was very precarious, and it
frequently happened that they caught nothing. The
resources which they found on land were equally uncer-
tain ; sometimes the gannets visited them in predigions
numbers, like a cloud; at others several days elapsed
without teeing one. They were very solicitous to dis-
cover some method of preventing those they tool from
spoiliug, in order to keep the-surplus of a fortunate day
10 subsist upon when they happened to take neither
gannetsnor fish. They made several attemptsto preserve -
both, by smoking them, but without success. Theyen-
deavoured to make salt, but this experiment was near
proving fatal to them all. The smith baving mended a.
copper vessel for that purpose, they instantly began to
make use of it, without reflecting that the operation.
would cover the surface with \'ercfigris, and that this
solution, or rust of copper, was poisonous. They made
salt, but i was so stropgly impregnated with the sub-
stance which rendered it pernicious, that the taste was
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insupportable, They were, thercfure, chliged Lo throw
it away; those who bad tasted 1t werescized with vioe
lent cholics, cold sweats, and convulsivns, frew which
they were, with considerable dillicully, recovered,

‘They had now been nearly seven weeks upou this
sterile rack, and during that period had frequently ub-
served a great sinoke towards the continent, which niade
thermn extremely enxious to send the boat thither, to
‘discover what assistance they could obtain from that
quarier, In consequence of this, Bothwell, Rosenbury,
and Taylor, set off an the 3d of September o reconnoi-
tre during the night, and the rest kept up a great fire
on the summit of the rock, to serve az a signal.

While they were waiting the return of the boat, an
accident occurred which threw them all into the preat
est consternation ;. the carpenter had the mislortune to
cut his Jeg with one of his tools. The great guantity
of - blood which he lost, haviag no surgeon to dress it,
nor any thing proper to apply to the wound, filled them,
for some time, with apprehensions for his life. At
leogth, after much.trouble, the bleeding 'was stanched,
and the wound gradually bealed.

‘Saturday, the 6th, the weather having been very fine
for forty-eight hours, they expected the boat to return.
At noou they began {o be very uneassy at not seeing
her, but when they bad sat down to dinner they were
agreeably surprised by the cries of two men who came
running across the rock,-exclaiming ¢ The hoat! the
boat!” At this cry they rose very joyfully, and ran to
se¢ her arrive, in the fond hope of a favourable account,
but they soon discoverad that she was worked by only
oue man, who plied with both oars, wheoce they cone
cluded that the two others-had parished or were detaine



l

14 THE DODDINGTON.

‘ed. Some moments afterwards they had the satisfaction
to see a second rise from the bottom of the hoat, where
they conjectured he hud been taking some refreshment
the boat continued to approach, but very s'.low'.l'y. The
dinner was entirely forgotien, and after remaining an
hour upon the shore, in the vtmost impatience, the boat
at length arrived. The two men were Rosenbury and
‘Taylor, whe, as soon as they had set foot on shore, fell
on their knees and tbanked God for the favor of landing
-once more in safety on the rock, which, though bare
‘and sterile, they now regasded as an asylum against a
condition much more disastrous. Having exhausted
all their strength in bringing back the boat, they in-
stantly abandoned her, end were unable to rise from e
ground without the assistance of Ltheir companions,

As soon as they had reached the tent every one was
solicitous to procure them refreshment, having ohserved
that the boat was deslitute both of water and provisions,
Some fish was instantly dressed, and perceiving that
they were exhausted by watching and fatigue, they were
not interrupted by any gquestions, The roen even wait-
ed with & patience quite unusval on similar oceasions
for the conclusion of & profound sleep which overpow=
ered them after their repast.  When they awoke, they
gratified the reasonable curiosity of their companions
by 2 narrative of the adventures of their voyage.

Qu the day of their departure, about three o'clock in.
the efternoon, they approsched a point about six leagues
east of the rock, When they drew nearer they per-
ceived that this promontory was separated into two.
parts, which gave them hopes of finding a port between
them ; in this, however, they were diseppointed, and
found the coast defeuded by breakers. About fve
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ao’clock, having not yet seen one of the natives, they at-
temmpted to reach the shore, but the moment they en=
tered the hreakers the boat upset, and they had the mis-
fortune to lose Bothwell, who was drowned. The two
otbers gained the shore, extremely weak and exbausted,
‘having no other provisions tban & small gquantity of
spirits.  When they had somewhat recovered their
strength, they proceeded along the coast in guest of
their boat, as they bad_no other sheiter from the wild
beasts, by which they had reason o dread being attacked
duriog the night, They found her after a lorg search,
but were unable to right her, Nightcame on, and they
were obliged to remaio on the sand with no other co-
vering thao the branches of trees, and there to wait [of
day-light. As soon as it appeared they went in quest of
their bost, bot the waves had remnoved her from the
place where they had left her the preceding night.

As they walked along the coast they perceived wman,
and advanced towards bimy; but he immediately fled
into & wood at no great distance from the shore, and
which appeared extremely thick. They did not vepture
to follow him. Soon afterwards they found the body
of the unfortunate Bothwel, which had been dragged
upon the sand and torn in pieces, probably by rapaci-
ous beasts : this spectacle filled them with the greatest
harror. They, however, recovered their bark, but the
fear of passing anotber night on shore led-them to think
of returning. They were prevented by a strong west
wind, and before they could tack about, theboat was
again upset, and driven on the sbore. With the utmost
exertions they fortunately reached the.land.; and as
they had eaten nothing that day they found themselves
_overcome with hunger and fatigue. - Ln this sitoation
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they discovdrad a fruit resembling an apple ; they gae
thered and ate some with avidity, though ignorant both
of its name and quality, without experiencing from
them any il effects.

Having refreshed (hemselves with thissimple repast,
they hauled their boat on the beach and crept under-
neath her to sereen themselves from the heat of the sun,
and te eleep in security from the voracity of wild beasts,
Those who have not experienced the irresistible power
of sleep, after long watching and excessive fatigue, will
scarcely believe that their repose was very short. This
was, pevertheless, the case, their situation being very
uncomfortable, and by no means secure. They awoke
‘before day-break, and looking under the edge of the
bosat as soon as they could discernobjects, {hey saw the
paws of several animals, which they conjectured o be
tigers, moviug to and fro. " This was & sufficient motive
for them toremain in the same situation 4}l broad day-
light, They looked again and saw the foot of & mam,
Upon this they crawled fraint under the boat, o the great
astonishment of Lhe savage, and two others, who, with
alittle buy, were at sume distance. When they had
miel, and had recovered a littie from their surprise,
they made sigas to the two Englishmen to retire, with
which they endeaviured to comply, but they were so
. fatigued that tbey could procecd but very slowly.

They bhad not got far from the boat when u preat num=
ber of the natives epproached theo with lances. Ro-
secbury seizing the mast of the buat, and o pisted which
the sea had cast on shore;, hud the imprudence to turn
towards theni, and advance with menacing geetures,
under the idea that he shouid frighten them and make
them take refuge in the wood, 1o this expeciation e

3
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was deceived ; instead of retiring they surrounded him,
and began to whet their lances upon the ground. Tay-
lor conceiving that nothing but intreaties could save
them from such imminent danger, fell upon bis knees,
extending kis arms with a submissive air, while Ro-
senbury retreated lowards the sea. The savages in-
stantly ‘surrounded Taylor and began to strip him. He
quietly suffered them to take his stockings and shirt, but
when they were proceeding to deprive him of the rest
of his clothes, he made some resistance, and implored
them, by his gesture, not to strip him quite naked,
which induced them to desist. ‘They then made sigus
to Rosenbury, who was swimming in the sea, to coine
to them, but he refused to comply, fearing they would
kill him. They pointed to Taylor to signity that they
had no intention against his life; he then epproached,
threw them the pistol and all his clothes, excepting his
shirt, after which he ventured to surrender himself.
They offered him no violence, butl only held towards
bim the mast of the boat and the pistol, &s if in ridicule
.of his folly in attempting to frighten them, They
appeared satisfied with the possession of his clothes.
which they divided atnong them. :
. At length they begsn to plunder the bark, taking all
the cordags they could find, together with the iron hook
by which the rudder was suspended, and to break up
the stern, with a view to getat the iron work. Fxcept
knocking the unfortunate Englisbmen on the bead,. it
was impossible to do then a greater njury ; they, there-
fore, burst into tears when they perceived that e sa-
vages were about to destroy their little veseel.  Tihry
implored them to desist, with all the marks of such devp
afiliction, that they left the boat in the state thoy fownd
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her. Emboldened by this appearance of kindness and
benevalence, and pressed by want, the English then, by
gigns, requested something to eat: they understood
them, gave them a few roots, end signified a desire that
they would depart. The English lauunched their bark,
and threw thenselves into her ; but the wind still blow-
ing violeatly from the west, prevented them from leav-
ing the shore. 'Fhe savages seeing that they were soli-
citous to comply, but that it was out of their power,
covered them with their boat in order to repose, and
left them os they found them. The following morning
the weather having become very fair, and the wind
changed to the east, they put to sea again, and at length
succeeded in regaining the rock,
" From this time 1o the 25th of September, the carpen-
ter and the smith continued to work at the boat,  All
hands were very active in collecting whatever fragments
of the wreck were thrown up by the sea, particnlarly
corduge and canvas, to rig the boat; they Jikewise found
several casks of fresh water, which they carefully stowed
away with the other provisions for their voyage, On
the lust mentioned day, after prayers, a duty which they
regularly periormed in common-every Sunday, the of-
ficers discovered that the chest of treasure had been
opened, and the greater part of its contents taken out
and secreted,
It may prnbably eppear surprising that men, whom
-danger had renderedreligious, should be guilty of theft
but it should be recollected, that when a vessel is lost,
the men lose their pay, and the caprain bis command;
that all distinction and subordination ceuse, and that
whatever is cast on ehore from the wreck is considered
a5 the joint property of all the survivors, Thus these
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men conceived they had a right to take secretly what
they regarded as their portion of the treasure, under the
“idea that it was uo theft, their intention being only to
secure what they feared the officers would appropriste
to their detriment; and this clandestine method of
paying themselves prevented any dispute, which, in the
present instance, must have been attended with conse~
quences highly injurious to them all,

Upoa this discavery, however, the officers, finding
that none would confess auy knowledge of the affair,
proposed to write an oath to that effect, to which each
individual, beginning with themselves, should subscribe,
T'his was opposed by most, who, duubiless, considered
the oath as impious and useless, as the question was to
justify themselves from a crime of which they declared
themselves incapable, Thus the affar. dropped, with-
oyt either search or remonstrance. '

The 6th of October they found a fowling-picce,
which caused them much joy; the barrel was broken,
but it was soon repaired by the smith, and employed
with success for killing birds, which could be obtained
before only by knocking them down with sticks.

On Friday, October the 10th, the gannets, whick
had left them for some time, again made their appear-
ance, and flew in great pumbers round the rock, . The
English hoped they had come to deposit their eggs, and
they were not disappointed; they ohtained cgga in
sbundance titl the eommencement of Januarv, when
the birds ceased to lay.

Sunday, the. 19th of October, Messrs CuHet and
Webh, with two others, ventured out upon a raft; but
a heavy gale coming on, the raft was dashed 1o pieces,
and they were cast on the apposite rocks, The wind
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continuing to increase, and the sea running very lrigh,
it was impossible to put off with ths boat, so that they
were obliged to pass the night upan the rocks among the
seals, without either shelter or refreshment.  Though
their situation was very disugreeable, they found a pow-
erful notive of consolation:in reflecting that it would
have been far more dreadful, if the waves, instead of
throwing them on the rocks, bad driven their raft out
to sea, The wind did not begin 1o fall till the following
day at noon; the boat was then dispatched, but as the
sed was still very rough, she could onlyv fetch away two
at a time, and the raft was left behind. Rainy weather
succecded, and this was the more agreecabie as itserved
to increuse their stock of fresh water. Their bread was
nearly consumed, though they had, for a long time,
[been coefined to a small ratipn, . As a Jast resource
hey resolved to build un oven, huving several barreis
of fiour, which the sea hud thrown upon the rock from
the wreck. They succeeded beyond their expeciation
and niade some very good biscuit, but it was soon
nearly consumed, and they were again under the neces
sity of reducing their daily allowance to a Jew ounces.
They likewise deprived themselves of spirits, becanse
the small quantity remaining was scrupulously preserv<
ed for the use of the carpenter.  To increase their dis-
tress, they had so little water left that they confined
themselves to a quart a day.

"Though in this deplorable condition, they were all so
fortunate as to preserve their health and strength, A%
leugth, on the 16th of February, 1750, they launched
their boat, which tliey called the Happy Deliverance.
The 17th they ot on beard the small quantity of provi-
sions they had collected, and on thg 18th set sail and
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quitted the rock, which they denominated the istand
of Rirds, after a residence of fall seven months,

All their provisions consisted of two casks and four
kepgs of water, two ltve hogs, a firkin of butter, about
four pounds of biscuit for each maun, and salt provisions
for ten days, allowing each person twa ounces a day,
and even these were almoust spoiled. -~

- Oq the 18th, at one o'cleck in the aflemoon, they -

weighed anchor, witha light breeze at west, with the
intention of proceeding to the river 8t. Lucia, on the
coast of Natal, for which they accordingly set sail. But’
ill fortune still pursved tiem, and for twenty-five days
they experienced every possible dizappointment; des-
titute of provisions, and curried away by the currents,
which the most favorable wind could not enable them
tostewn, theirsituation became more and more wretche,
ed, and they lost all hope of reaching the river St, Lu-~
cla. At length finding that the currents carried them
to the south-west, though the wind was-almost inva-
riably' east, théy resolved to alter their course and (b
steer for the Cape of Good Hope. In consquence, on’
the 24 of March, they Lore away for that place. The
following day the weather was fazy, and they expects
ed some viglent gales from the west,

Iu these conjectures they were not deceived ; the

wind increased in violence till the 4th, when they en-"

deavoured to get some repose, but the sea was so rough
that they feared évery wave would dash their little bark
to pieces, 'They were, therefore, obliged to continue
at theirposts, aud run under their top-sail. The guns
were at times so violent that the sea appeared likea
-precipice under their stern, In tbis macner they were

s
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driven about by the winds till the morning of the 5th,
when the weather again became fine. .

‘The Tth it fell calm, and they came toananchorabout
threc-guarters of a mile from the coast of Natul, where
they saw several of the natives coming down from the
mountaing. This sight induced them to attempt a land-
ing. Thomas Arnold, the black servant, was digpatch-
ed ig a boat with two seamen, and & necklace of ame-
ber beads was given him as a present for the savages,.
When the boat was near enough, Arnold jun:ped overs
board and swam to the shore, while the Lieat returned
to the vessel, which continued rowing sbout at some

distance to discover a spot proper for landivg, Arnold,

accompanied by about forty of the natives, followed

the vessel to the place of debarkation, and the boat

was sent to fetch bim back, He told the English, 1hat

when be had arrived oo the shore, Lhe savages, al first,

apyeared very reserved; but afterwards all of them

seated themselves and made bin sit downt beside them;

that he presented the neckluce to the most aged oflliem.
who received it withdemonsiralions of satisfaction. 1le

gave them to understand, by signs, that be wantud

food, when they offered bim Indian corn, fruits, and

water it a calebash, He added, that the savages bad

sent up the country fur sheep, oxen, and viber neces-
saries.  He expressed a great inchnation to retorn to-
them, but the wind coulinuing from the westward they .
only dispatched the bout, which scon returned with .
wood sufficient for four days.

They continued to teer ulong the coast Lil the 10th

of March, when the wind shifted to the esast, and they
cam® 10 an anchor about a mile from the cvast. Im
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the evening several of the savages caine down {o the
shore, calling to the crew, and encouraging them by
signs to land 3 but that appeured to be impossible.
Next moruing the patives repeated their invitation, at
the same time driving before thewr & great number of
guats and oxen. This was an agreeable spectacle to
men reduced by famine to the last extremity; but,
like Tantalus, they were perishing with hunger in sight
of that abundance which Lbhey could not reach. Such
was their sttuation tifl the 14th, when two seamen de-
manded, at all events, tc be permitied to go on shore
to live with the natives, rallier thun die of hung r on-
bourd, since they had taken no kind of food for two
days. They were dispatched in the boat, aud wese
with great difficulty, put on'share.
In'the evening of the same day the wind was very
" low, and appeared inclined Lo shift 1o the west, which
afflicted them much, on account of their companions
on shore ; being apprehensive of its increasing to such
a degree that the vessel would not be able to remain at
anchor till the morning, Frequent signals were made
during the night by hoisting lights, to bring theuito the
" sea-side, in order that they might be fetched away be-
fore the surf was too high, Nothing was seen of them
till six o’clock in the morning, when it was no longer
- poseille, on account of the violence of the surfand the
wind., A signal was made for them to proceed aloug
the shore, in the hope of finding a more suitable place
for fetching them on hoard. The burk then set suil,
ranging alu'ug the coast. .
She had svarcely proceeded two leagues when a very
convenient place wasdiscovered. She immediately ap+
praached the sliore, cume to an anchor in five fathoms
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water, and sent off the boat with four men, twoof
whom were to go in search of those who had landed
the preceding day. The two others were charged to
sound the miouth of a river that had been descried, and
where it was conjectured there was sufficient depth of
waler to pass the bar. About two hours afterwards
the two men:were seen alvog with the other four, but
they durst not return on board, the swell being too
great to put to sea in the boat. :
The crew passed the pight in the greatest anxiety; at
day-break they weighed anchor, and approached still
nearer to the shore; but seeing that their companions
durst pot yet venlure, they called to them o returnira-
mediately, or to inform them whetber it was practicable
to enter the river; otherwise they should be under the
necessity of leaving them behiod, as they were in want
of provisiens, and saw no probability of procuring any
inthat place. This menuce had the desired effect ; two.
men ventured to return in the boat, notwithstanding the-
excessive vialence of the surf, When they arrived on.
board they reported that they had been kindly received
by the savages, who had given tham beef, fish, and milk,
and had conducted them over the mountains from the
place where they had landed to that where they met
with their companions. The wing blewing from the east’
prevented them from remaining where they were, but
it was favorable for their entering the river where they
had heard that there was sufficient weter for the bark,
They weighed anchor at eleven o'clock inthe mourning,
and stecred for the river, keeping the boat a-head to
take sounding; but when they had reached the bar,
those on shore made signs to tack about, which they -
did, and cast anchor, The boat returned on board and



THE DODDINGTON, 25

reported that there was only eight feet water on the bar,
and therefore they must wait for the tide to Aow brfore
they could passit. At two o’clock in the afterncon they
again set sail, entered the river with ease, and anchored
in two fathems and a half water,

Their first care was to concert in what manner Lhey
might trafic with the natives, lo procure provisions and
other necessaries, of which they were in want, having
never heard of any commerce being carried on by Euros
peans on this coast. Their consultation was not long,
particularly as they had very few arficles to barler; they
consisted only of metal buttons, a lew glass beads, nails,
and iron hoops, of which they made rings, such ad are
usually worn by the savages on their legs and arms, and
are called bangles. These they sent on shore] shewed
them Lo the natives, and gave them to understand, in the
best manner they could, what they required in exchange
for those trinkets. The signs they employed were comn
prebended, and the savages soon brought two bullocks,
which they sold for a pound of copper, and three or
four butions of the ssite metal, Each of the bullocks
weighed five or six hundred weight, and their flesh wap
excellent,

The Africans appeared m‘llsﬁed with their bargain,and
promised to briag them more beasta. They likewise
supplied the crew with milk, in great quantity, and ata
cheap rate, requiring only one button for aboat thirly or
forty quarts, The English likewise pnrchased of them,
at the same rate, several measures of & grain resembling
4Guines corn, which they ground between Lwo stones,
made a kind of bread, and baked it upon hot coals, boping
that it would keepiill they covld procure better. They
were, however, disappointed, for it grew mouldy in

YOoL. I, Q ’
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three days. They hikewite boiled the same grain with
their other victuals, and in Lhat way it made a very ex-

cellent food. ¢ .

In this place the crew remained about a forinight,
during which time the English penetrated (o the habir
{ations @f the nalives, about ten or iwelve miles from
theshore.  These are huts, covered with bulrushes, and
exiremely clean within, They were reveral times in-
vited {0 pass the night there, during lheir stay on this

coast.  The inhabitants always shewed (hem great
’ {riendship, ofien ate with them, and appedred (o like tbe
European meihod of cookery. But they prefecred ihe
intdstines of animals, which they devoured raw, after
clearing them in a very careless manner. They like-
wise took great pleasure in going on board (he hark,'and
frequently sailed up the river in the boat with the Fing-
lish. They manifested no jealousy of their women ; on
the contiary, they often -brought their sisters and
daughiers to the sirangers, and left ihem with them for
wliole days, while they rambled amang the woords.

The English were moch surprised (o find, among a
people sbsolutely black, a youth twelve or fwurteen
years old, completely white, whose featares bore a cons
siderabie resemblance (o (Lose ui Eurepeans, and tolally
vnlike the datives of the countey. They observed that
the lad was treated as a servant; the savages sopl him
wpon errands, and would noL suffer him to eat with them;
ke waited Ul they had finished their repast hefore he
fouk his vicluale; which appeared the more extraor
dinary, as lhey seemed (0 live upon very fneadly teros
wilh each other; and when they had any thingte esd
Lowever small the quantily, ke possessor abared. it

Fraor
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equally among all present, lestifying at the same lipe
the greatest satisfaction. .

The river is fall of sea-cows, which never do any
mischief; they commonly repair to the shore during the
night, where they feed principally on grass. The na-.
tives frequently kil thew while asleep, and eat them.
They likewise had elephants’ teeth, which they would
have given for a trifle, but the bark was too full to hold
them, )

Having procored a large quanlity of provisions, 1he.
English weighed anchor at five o’clock in the moerning
of the 291k, and snon reached the bar. The surl was so
high that it nearly broke into their bark, and prevented
the sail from taking the wind, from which circumsishce
- they were in great danger of being cast on the rocks,
They, however, passed the bar without accident, and
set sail-for the river Si. Lucia,

Nothing parlicalar occurred till the 6th of April,
when they entered the wished-for river.. When Lhey
had landed, they soon found that they had to deal with,
people very different from those they had guitted. When
they significd that they wished to traflic with them, the
tavages gave them to understand that they wanied no-
thing but a kind of small beads; bul being shewn some
coppet bullons, they immediately brought several bul-
locks, hirds, polatoes, gourds, and other commudities.
The crew could not purchase the bullocks, becauvse the
savages demanded in. exchange copper rings, large
enough 1o serve for collars; but they swid their birds 2.4
gourds at a very low rale, giving five orsix large fpwl&
for a stwall piece uf linen, not worth sbove four-penca
in England. - :

ci
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" Here they remained three wecks, which they spent
in traverting the couniry, inspecting the habilations of
the nativés, and endeavouring o induce them to traffic
for those articles which they most wanied. 'These sa-
vages appeared to 'set the highest value upon copper ;
being shewn a handle of that meta! which bad belonged
{0 sowne old box, they immediately offered some bullocks
in exchange for it 3 the bargain wassoon concluded, and

“they drove them down 1o the bark, These people ap-
peared very proud, and possessed none of that simplicity
which distinguished those they had just guitted. ILwas
discovered, that their principal chief, who had before
received payment for a night’s lodging in his hut, had

. stolen several picces of iron, which the English had put
into a basket to defray their expences till they returned

“to the bark. "Though they remained two or three days
in the interior of the cuuntry with (e natives, yet they
could never persuade the latter to eat with them, They
were very cleanly in their persons, and jealous of their
women.

Having a favourable wind from the west, and the wea-
ther being fair, they weighed anchor at seven o'clock in
the morning of the 18th, and set ssil about a goarter of
an heur beforé high water. When they had almostreach-
ed the bar, some of them had the imprudence to reef the
gail and droprihe anchor on a sand-bank; upon which
+ mine of the men got into the boat and rowed towards the
share, swearing they would rather fun the risk of living
among the savages, than of being drowned in attempt-
ing to pass the bar. Those who remained on board
were undecided, whether they should try to pass of re-
“turn 1o the shore ; but the vessel conld not seturn, as the

5
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wind and tide concurred 1o drive her oul of (he river,
.so that they had reason to fear that at hall tide she woold
strike and go to pieces. At length, in the hope of saving .
" the bark and iheir Hves, they weighed anchor, and were
soon carried among the breakers, They were inthe most
critical situwtion, having only eight feet water, and the
bark drawing five, After stroggling abont half an hour
between life and death, the surface of the sea wddenly
fell as smooth as glass, and they departed without acci-
dent from the river §t, Lucia. Those who had left
them, many of whom were almost naked, proceeded
along the shore on fool.

On the 20th, al four o'clock in the afterncon, they cast
anchor in the river of Delagoa in nine fathoms water.
Here they found the -snow Rose, Captain Chandler,
trafficking for bullocks and elephants’ teeth, and some
of them begged him Lo give them a passage to Bombay.
. When they had-been here three weekx,lhey observed
a small country boat coming up lthe river, with threeof |
the men who had been left behind at St. Lucia. Fhey
reported that the six others were on the other side of
Delagoa-bay, waiting for a boat to carry them on board.
‘The officers of the bark conceiving thal they were in Lhe

‘most convenient place for securing the lreasure, packets,
and other effects, dispatched four or five of their men o
the shore, and sent two op board the show. Mr. Jones
then returned with Caplain Chandler’s pinnace, well
wanned and armed ; removed sl the money, plate and
packets he conld find, and took them on board the snow
10 he conveyed 1o Madoas, Those who had remained
in the bark fearing. & second ‘visit, which would have
been extremely disagreeable to them, seized the oppor-
tunity of escaping during the night.

c3
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On the 23th of May the Rase weighed anchor, #nd
set sail for Madagascar to complete her lading, which
they had been prevented from doing at Delagon, by a
misunderstanding between Taplain Chandier end the
savages, who had sold him above one hundred head of
vaule, and which they drove away agwin. The same
day they discovered a sail, whicl proved 1o be the bark,
and made directly towards them ; two of the men in het
went on board the snow’y and the carpenter, who wes
ene of them, persuaded Captain Chandler to purchase
the bark for five hundred rupees, for which the captain
gave his nole. They had taken o board the six others
who had returned to the shore at St. Lucta, but three
were already dead, and two very ill, from the fatigoes
they had endured on their journey. The latier likenwne
expired a few days aflerwards, Captain Chandler then
bore away for Madagascar, in company with the bark,
tame in sight of that istand after a course of twenty-two
days, and on the 1 4th of }une came to an anchor off Mos
sondova. Onthe’l6w arrived the Carnarvon,commanded
by Norton Halchinsen, bosnd from Europe to China.

Asthe packets and treasure saved from the wreck
were destined for Madras, Jones and his companicms
went with them on board the Carnarvon, They left
Morondova the. st of July, and arrived on the ¥st of
August at Madras, where (hey delivered the packets,
Ahe treasure, and all the private i)roperly.
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. SHIPWRECK OF
THE COUNTESS DE BOURK,

axw TRE £0A4T OF ALQIEND,
And Adeenbures of her Daugliter, Madersiotselle de Bourk, in 1718

B

Fhe Counteny de Bourk travels throvgh ¥rance to in ber Jns-

. band at Madrid--Ja prevailed vpen t» emburk st Cette for
Barcelons in a Genoese Tartan, which is taken by an Algerine
sprsair, end wrecked on the coast of Barbary—Preservation of
Madeasiselle de Bourk~-All those who esceped sre made
Blaves—Cruelties endured by them during their Captivity~A

" Letter from Mademoiseile de Bourk reachws the French Convad
wt Algiers, who procures her Releass.

THE Count de Bourk, an Irish offcer in the service
of Spain, having been appointed ambassador extraore
dinary, by his Cutholic Majesly, to lhe court of Sweden,
his consort, the daughter of the Marquis de Varenne,
wha resided in France with her family, determined (g
jors bim at Madrid, Wit this view she demanded and
obtained a passport Jor bervsell and ber whele femily,
sxcepling one of her sons, three or four years of age,
whom she left with her mother the Marchioness de Var
Feane.  Asshe passed threugh Avignon, she was joined
By her brother, an officer in the pavy, who accompanied
her to Montpellier. Here he dissuaderd her from going
by land, through the armies of France and Spain, though
the Marechal de Berwick had offered (o exert his utwost
endeavours Lo procure her a safe passage (0 the Sparish
frontiers; and. his son, the Marquis de Berwick, bad
promiced her any escost she wished from the frontiers
to Gironne, where be commanded 1he Lroops of hig
IR
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catholic Majesty. The dread of the armies indueed her
to listen to the representaticn, that withonl incurring sor .
many dangers, and such great expence, the shortest way
would be lo embark at Cette, from whence she might
reach Barcelona in twenty-four howrs. 'This plan she
adopted the more readily, as she had before made seve-
ral voyages. - Having procered anolher passport, she
" repaired to Celle, where she found several French ves-
sels g but as none of them were bound lo Spain, she
was obhged to take her passage in a Genowse tartan,
that was ready o sail for Barcelona,
. Madame de Bourk embarked with her son, aged elght'
years, her daughter wine years and ten menths old ; the
abbé de Bourk, four female servants, a steward, and
footman, These, with other persons,  composed the
whole of her suite. She likewise had on board part of
bier effects, and much valuable property : amobg the rest
a rich service of silver plate, a portrait of the king of
Spain set in geld, and enriched wilh diamonds, 8. ; K
the who'e forming seventeen bales or packages. -
The Tartan set sail on the 224 of October, 1715. On
the 25ib, at day-break, an Algerine corsair, commended
by a Dutch renegado, appeared about Iwo leagues {o
windward of the Tartan, which was then in sight of
the coast of Palamos. The captain dispatched his longe
boat, with twenty armed Turks, to 1eke possession of
her.  As (hey approached they fired seven or eight mus«
ket shots without wounding any person, becanse the
* whole of the crew had either fallen fiat on the deck, or
concealed themselves. ‘The Turks boarded the Tartan
sword in hand. and wounded one of Madame de Bourk”s
servanis in two places, They then proceeded o the
cabin, where that lady was, placed four sentinels aver i,
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and slood with the Tarlan towards the corsais. Onihe
way the Turks ransacked every part of Lhe vessel. They
found some hams, which they threw overboard, but
greedily devoured the pasties, and drank immoderately
of the wipe and brandy.

When they came alongside theCorsair, they removcd )
all the Genoese into her, and immediately put them in
#ons. The captain then went on board the Tarlan to
Madate de Boork’s cabin; inquiring who she was, of
what nation, whence she came, and whither she was
bourd, She replied that she was a French woman, that

- ahe was coming from France and going to Spain. He
desired to see her passport, whi_ch she shewed him, with«

~ out suffering it to go ont of her hands, fearing lest the
barbarian might destroy it : but upon the sssurance of

“the Corsair, 1hat he would return it te her when be had -
examined it, she resigned it to bim. After reading it
with his interpreter, he restored it to her, saying that it
was good, and that she needed to be wnder no appre-
kensicn for berself, her suite, and her property. Madame
de Boork then requested, that as she was free both by
ber passport and her country, he would land her in his
long-boat on the coast of Spain, o which they were so
near;. observing, that he owed this mark of respect to
the passport of France; that by his compliznce he would
spare ber much fafigne, and her husband excessive anx-

_lety; and that if he would render her this service, she
would make him s suitable acknowledgment. The
Corsair replied, that, being a renegado, he could not

_ gratify ber wishes, but al the peril of his own life; it
being an easy matter to perscade the Dey of Algiers,
that under the pretext-of a French passpott he had re-
leased a famil belonging to some-power inimical to his

B -
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state, if he landed Ler upon christian ground; that it
was absolutely necessary she should accompany him 1o
Algiers, that a representation: of ber passport, and her
person might be made tothe Dey, after which she wou'd
be delivered to the French Consul, who would procure
" her a conveyance to Spain, in any way she might think
proper.  He added, that he gave her the option of re~
moving to his vessel, of remaining on board the Tartan,
where she would enjoy morelibertj and tranquillity than
in his ship; advising her to adopt the latter proposal, as
_it would not be prudent to trust herself and alf the fe-
males who accompanied her, among nearly two hundred
‘Turks or Mooess, of which the crew of his vessel cone
sisied, Madame de Bourk accepled the Iatter proposal,

and the captain sent on board anly seven Turks, or .

Moors, to work the 1artan, which he took in tow after
taking away her baat, three anchors, and ail the provia
sions, excepting what belenged to Madame de Boark.
Afier this arrangement the corsair bore away for Al
giers. Madame de Bourk made him a present of her
watch, and gave another to the Turkish commander of
the Tartan, '

On the 28th a furious tempest arose, end contimued
till the 30th, during which, the cable, thei lashed the
two vesstls together, parted, and the Tartun was sepa.
rated from the pirate. The commanding officer gnd the
other Turks being extremely ignorant in vaaticsl manceu-
wreq, and without any compass ; that belonging to the

" Tarlan having been broken in the fury of boarding, re-
signed the direction of the ship fo the winds and ihe sea.
Nevertheless, the ‘Tartan was driven on the 1st of Nu-
vember, without accident, upon the coast of Bagbary,
nlo 2 gulf called-Colo, 1o the eastward of Gigery,
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Tlere they came to un anchor, and the commender
being unacquainied with that part of the coast, ordered
1wo Moots to swim Lo shere to inguive of tha inhabitants
where he was,

The Moors in the vicinity, perceiving the Tarian, re-
paired arnred, and in grest numbers, to the shore to bp-
pose any landing : they cuniectured that it was s ehriss
tinn vewef, come for the purpose of carrying off theit
catile, bat they were sndeceivad ty the Moors belongs.
¥og to the corsair, who informed thert ihat it was & prize
taken from the christians, and had orrbedrd en ifuariem
French princess, whom shey were carrying (o Algiers,
One of Lthe Moors reained on shors, the oiher swam
back te inform the captain what cosst & was off which
he had anchored, and its distance from Algiers; seblirg
Mm 2t the same time thak they must bave been driven
past that eity by the violence of the wind whih
hed prevailed for several days. Upom this intelligencn;
the commander, impatient to depart and. to join the
eorsair, did pot give himself time to weigh the snchor;
Wt catting” the cuble, set sl withaut amakor,. l‘nw,
OF compass.

He was nx, Bulf & league from the geif, whu-he{iaad
denely for his improdence: s contrary wind arowe,
witich, inspite of his ewertions, drove hima bauk to the
shure ; he aitempted te ose hisoars, buty, wilh the fow
heands om board, they were perfectly waekess.  The:tare
fan struck upon # rock and went fo pisces.  The whols
of the stern was instantly ander water, and Ma lemeode -
Bourk, who was at prayeds in the cabin with-her eon and
female demestics, perished with them. Those who
were at ihe head of the ship, ameng whom weee the
abbé de Bourk, Me, Ariure, an lrishooaw, the deward,
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one of Lhe maids, and the footman, clung fo that part of
the wreck which remained on the rock.

.Mz, Arlure perceiving something in the waler, sirug-
gling wilh the waves, ventured down, and found that it
was Mademoiselle de Bourk, whom he rescued from
her perilous situation, and delivered ber into "the hands
of the' sleward, recommending her fo his care, sdding,
that for his part he would betake himself to the sca, as
he was ihe only person who could swim. Fortunate

~would it have been for him if he bad not trusted to his

'dexlerily ; for from that moment he was never seen more,

The abbe first descended from the wreck to the rock
on which the Tartan had struck; he there supposted
hitsell sonttPlime against the violence of the waves by
means of his knife, which he had thrust with force into
a ¢left of the rock.” The sea broke several times over
him, and even threw him upon e dry reck, where he bad
oniy a small arm of the sem 1o cross, in order to arrive at
the shore. To assist him in reaching it, he-endeavoured
fo scize a plank from the wreck, that was near him, but
failed. At length, by means of an car, he gained s rock
commubicating wilh the main-land.

He was seized and stripped by the Moors on the shere,
who cut off all bis clothes, even 16 his shirt, and other+
wise illtreated him. While some were ibus engaged,
olhers, in great numbers, threw themselves into the sea,
in the expectation of finding a rich booty, . The stew-

ard, who held Medemoiselie de Bourk in his arms, made ~

& sign to two of these. basbarians, who approached him,

and when (hey were within four paces, he threw her |

1o them with all his might ; they caught her, and laying
hold of her, one by an arm, and the other by a leg, they
coaveyed her to ihe shore, where they took away only
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one of her shoes and s[t.)ckings, as & tokan of setvilude,

The steward, who confirmed sll the circamstances of
this fatal event, has repeatedly declared, shet while he

held her in bis arms, vpon the approach of the barba-

rians, she said to him, with an air superior to her years,
“I am not afraid that those people will kill me, bat]

am gpprehensivg thal they wil aitempt to make me

change my religion ; however, I will rather suffer death

than break my promise to God.” He confirmed her in

ihis geperous sentiment, declaring that he had taken the
same resolution, in ‘which she ehrnestly exhorted him

{0 persevere.

The maid servant and the footman then threw theme
seives into the waler, where they were received by the
Mooprs, who assisted them in crossing the arm of the sea,
and conducted them (o the shore, where they stripped
them quite naked. The steward having commiited
himself Lo the mercy of the waves, and. making wse of -
a cord to assist him in getling [from rock to rock, wes
met by & Moor, who likewise stripped him before he
arrived at the shore.

In this deplorable and humiliating state, lhey were at
frst conducted to some huts on the nearest mountain,
They were hurried ferward by blows along rugged
roads, which tore their fect. The servant maid, in par-
ticular, was to be pitied,. the poor girl heing almost co-
vered with bioed from the wounda she had received in
sccambling over the rocks, Each of them had besides
@ burthen of wet clothes, and they were obliged to carry
the young lady by tarns. Having arrived, half dead, at
the mountain, they were received amidst the shont of
the Moors and the cries of the children. These barba-
riags had with them & great many dogs, which are une

-
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commoanty numetous in that country; the animals being
excited by the tumal, joined their barkings to the ge-
nerod distord.  Oune of them tore the fooiman's leg, and

another {ook a piece out of ihe thigh of the maid-

servant.

These unfortanate people were then separated ; she
female domestic and a footman were delivered to a
Moor of the village, and Providence permitted Made-
moiselle de Bowrk to remain under onie and the same
master with ihe abbé and the steward. He fir« gave
each of them a miserable cloak full of verming their
only foud, afier such fatigues, consisted of a shorsel of
tye bread, prepared without leaven, and baked under-
wreath the ashes, with a litiTe water; and their bed was
the bare ground, The steward éeving hiz young wis-
tress quite chilled by ber clothes that were scaked in
the water, with difficulty procured a fire ‘to be made,
before which he wrimg them out, and dressed ber again
before they were Raifl dry, bei'!g' unable to remain naked
ooy longer,  In this manner she paaedthe first pight,
terrified and cunifortless.

! The place it which they were contained ubout fifiy
inhabitants, all of whom re.ided in fve or six huts, con-
strocted with branches of trees snd reeds. Here thr.'y

tived together pell-mell, men, women, children, and -

beasis of every description.  The barbarisns assembled
In the hut where the three caplives were, 1o deliberate
" wpon their fate. Some, conformably with » prineiple
of their religion, advised that they shoukd <be put 1o
#eath, conceiving that the sacrifice of these christians
would ensore them the joys of Mahomet’s paradise.
Others, from a principle of interesl, and the hope of
w gread Mmoo, were of 8 -eenlrary opinien: lhas the
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ausembly broke np withont coming 10 any delermina.
tion. .
The ensuing day, baving sent for the inhabitanis of
- the neighbouring rilluges, they.returned in greater nam-
bers. This was a day of conlinnal alarm to the new
slaves. Many of the barbarians made the most sutrz-
@eous menaces, pointing to the fire, and giving themy
to understand that they would be burned alive ; others
drawing their sabrés, appeated resvived, by their ges.
turen, 10 cut off their heads, One of them seized Mo
demoiselle de Boark by the hair, applying the edge of
his sabre to her throal; others charged their moskets
with ball, in the presence of their captives, end pre.
vented them against their cheeks.  The steward signi
fled by signs that he and hiy compamions shouid esteem
it a felicity to die for-the christian refigion, and that ali
the loss would be their’s, ua they would deprive them
sclves, by thiz act of inhumanity, of the rantsm they
might otherwise expedt.  Upon ihis the most outrages
ous relented a litle, Bt (he women and chitdren every
moment tenewed their invahs,

They vrere guarded with sach vigiknce, that & Moot
with a halbert in him Pand, uitended thesn upon every
eccmsion, the batbarians being apprehemive thot ihey
tmightetcape, or that their prey might be taken from
Tem by force. . With the laiter they were, & fact,
threatened » few taysafierwards, by the bey of Cone
stantime, whn demmmded that the prisoners shoold be
rent him, or hewovkd come in persen with his army te
fetehythem wway.  The Moars replied, that they Resred
weither him tor hiv etmy, even were it united to that of
Alsiers, Tlrese Moors do oot acknowledge the wves

oigniy ot Algiers, fhowph surreuadyd by 6 derritory,
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and naturally the subjects of that power. They live in
perfect independence under the denomination of Ca~
bail, or the Revolted; and the mountains of Couco
serve them as impregnable ramparts against all the
forces of Algiers,
. Such was the state of these victims of misforiune,
overwhelméd with fatigue, unable to obtain repose,
tormented with hanger, and consigned, without any bhu-
man assislance, into the hands of merciless barbarians,
‘These ferocious men even appeared so enraged against
thers, that when they spoke to them, the fire flashed
from theit eyes, and the white, which is so perceplible
inthe Negroes and Moors, could not be distinguished’
-~ The maid-servant and the footman experienced trials
equully afflicting, and were still deprived of the consor
lation of secing their mistress, or hearing any tidings
of her. _
But even these accumulated evils, which left them
without any other comfort than what they derived from

seligion, were insignificant, in comparison with the

. harrid spectacle which was soon presented to their eyes.
The Moors, not contented with having in their posses~
sicn the five persons who had escaped from the wreck,
endeavoured to recover some of the effects swallowed
up by the sea, and which they conjectured.to be of con.
sidesablc value, As they were excellent divers, they
soon raised- the bales and chests, as well as the dead bo
dies, from the botlom of the sca. They tock with
ther the steward and the footman, Lo assist them in re-
raoving whatever they might save o the mountain.

Afier dragging the bodies ob shore, they stripped .hem |

for 1he sake of the clothes, and with flints cut of Mua-
dame de Bourk’s fingers to get her rings, fearing lest

e e e
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they should profane their kuives if they came in contact
with the bodies of christiaps, :

What a speclacle for the unfortunate ceplives!=—to
behald the remains of persons so respectable exposed as
a prey to wild beasts; and what was a thousand times
more afflicting, to lhe insuits of the Moors, who took
delight in hearing the sounds produced by siones thrown
on their bodles, swelled with the sea.water. The
steward endeavouged lo represent to them, as well as
his consternation would permit, thal it was a violalion
of humanily, and that they ought at least to suffer them
to be interred ; bui they replied,-that 1hey never buried
dogs. The footnan having a Joad opon his badk, a
"Moor endeavoured to make him pass by the bodies, bes
cause it was the shortest way; but be was unable tg
compel him, and the virtuous domestic, penetraied with
horror, chose rather to climb a steep fock than to be-
hold these melancholy cbjects. The steward, wpon his
return o the mounlain, durst not mention his grief tor
Mademoiselle de Bourk, but concealed from her the
horrid sight which he had witnessed.

The Moors meanwhile divided ihe booty; the rich-
est stuffs were cut in pieces and distributed among the
children to decorate their heads ; the silver plate was
wid to the highest bidder, and three goblets, each of
which was warth al Jeast twepty pounds slerling, were
sold in a lol for Jess than five shillings, because, being
iarnished by the sea-water, the Moors, from their colour,
supposed them to be nothing but copper, and of litile
value, ‘With respect to the books which (hey found,
they regarded them as useloss lumber, and were easily
induced to resign them to the steward and the foolman,
whom they had compelled 10 assist them in removing
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tbe packages, The steward likewise saved his writing
desk, which proved extremely uselul, as we shail pre-
serily see.

During the ihree weeke that they remained at (his
place, Mademoitelie de Bourk tovk advaniage of the
wriling-desk, and & Jew leaves of blank paper, which
she fosud at the beginning and end of the books brought
by the steward, to write three letters to the Freach
Consul at Algiers; but nome of them was received.
Three weeke aiter their shipwreck they were removed
_wto the midst of the lofty mountains of Couco, where
#he sbiek, commanding these baibarians, spparently
resided. They were escorted by twelve of them, arme
ed with sabres, [usiis, and baiberts, They obliged the
abbé and the steward tu carrythe young lady alternately
ever {he rugged mountains.  Accustomed themselves to
¢limb those places with rapidity, they urged them on
with blows fo weik faster than they were able. Ry
Mete means they made a long day’s journey. A1 night
#ach of them received s piece of brewd, and enjoyed
ihe comlort of sleeping upon bosrdy lor the first time.

‘The shiek end the chiels of the Moors fmkd a con. -
sultation respecting their captives; hut being unable vo
agree about the division of them, they resolved to send
them back to the place whence they came. Before
they depaned, the steward having taken a little straw
from some of the beasls newr the spot, for bis yosng
westrest to Fe upon, the master of thes bul was 5o enma~
ged, 1hat he snatched up an axe, obliged hin to fay
» it head dewn epon 8 block, and was about 10 sirke
the fatal blow, but was prevented by s Moor who ace
eidentally entered.  Three or Yoar fimes a day. mc-
cording 1o ther barburows humeur, they eame and seized
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fhom by the threatl, after shutiing the door of the hut
for fear of being interrupted, and with theie sabres in
their hands, threstened them with instant destruction 3
bot an invisibe powér restruined their arms and re-
presed their fury. )

As they weve still detained, ndawithManding ike res
solution that had heom taken (o send them back 1o deir
firm master, the latter, socompanied by a Turk from
Bugie, came o (elch them ; bul sintern armed Moors,
of ihe mountains, compelled him to revign thew. The
batbarian, dissppointed of his prey, seized she young
kdy, and drew his esbre to cut off her heed ; bet the
Turk, by his remoustrances, prevailed wpon him to dee
sist from his smguinary purpose. Al kength they were
perwilted to depast,  Those who excorted them on their
setutn, fired with religions seal, or impefled by their
blood-thinty disposhion, were resdy every moment 10
secrifice their difated victime.  On one cvonsion, ameng
Wy others, Shey took the sbbé and the steward
bekind = shick bosh lo sacrfioe thom o thew gwoe

“phet; bet they once more estaped from s immenent
danger, .

They srrived w dhe evewing at the vihge, the wem
of their dreary servitade. Here they frequently res .
aetved only the raw feaves of tuenips to eat, without
bread. Howerver, the friendship which the children,
by degrees, conceived For the young lady, obtained her
the imdelgence of a litfle milk with her bresd. .

Al lengih a fourth letter, wriken by Mademairelle.de
Bow:k 16 the Conssl, and the only one which came io
kand, areivedat Algiers on the 24rh of Noverober, wnd
was sent by the Dey to the French Consal, who imames
diately commanicated i centents 10 M. Duisk, The
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anfottunate young lady there related, in a simple, but
affecting manner, that, after the shipwreck of her mo-
thee, she and her suite had been consigned 1o the most
frighiful and abject slavery; that they were dying of
hunger, and *subjected to every kind of ill-treatment
" that could be inflicted by the enemies of religion and
humanity, and that they were devoured by vermin. She
implored hirs instanily to 1ake compassion on their mi-
sery, and to send them some relief, till he wesable io
procure their liberty, -of which the .continual menacer
of the barbarians tended to deprive them of all hope,
This letter deeply affected all thote who read it. Every
one made en offer of money and his services to M., Du-
sault, whbo did not want much entreaty on the subject,
being intimately. scquainted with the family of Made-
moiselle de Bourk. He instantly gave orders for the
equipment of a French tartan lying in the por, pur-
chased clothes and provisions, and oblained of the Dey
@ letter of recommendation to the grand marabout, or
high priest of Bugie, who possesses the greatest autho-
rity ovet those people.  He likewite wiole to the young
lady, and sent her several presenis. On the evening
of the same day the farian cet sail, and in a short time
arrived at Bugie,
There Israhim Agu, the national interpreter, sent ‘by
M. Dusauit-in the tarlan,. presenied the Dey’s aod M,
" Dusauit’s letters to the grand marabout, Though sick,
the Intter instantly rose from his bed, mounted his horse;
with the marabout of ‘Gigery, the interpreter, and six
or seven other Moors, end proceeded to the mountains,
which were five or six days journey from Bugie, Upon
their arrival, the Moors, the masters of the captives,
baviag descried the company at & distance, shul them~
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selves up in their hut, to the namber of ten or twelve,
with driwh sabres. “The marabouts knocked violently
* at the door, and asked where were the christiany: They
received for answer, that they were at the extremity of
. the village; but a Moor, who was wilhin, made a sign

that they were in the but. The company immediately
alighted and ordered the door 1o be opened, The Moors
" then fled, and the marabouts entered.

At the sight of them, ths slaves conceived that their
Jast hour was come; buj their apprehensions were soon
dispelled by the grand marabout, who went up to Ma«
demoiselle de Bourk and delivered the consuls letters,
together with the provisions he had sent her. He and
ail his suite passed the night in the hut, and the next
morning he sent the children of the Moors in quest of
the fugitives. - They came in compliance with his or-
ders, kissed his hand according to their custom; for the
Mboors entertain a profound veneration for their mara.
bouts ; they feas them more than any other power, and
their malediction iz more formidable than all the menaces
of Algiers; and it is in the pame of the marabout, and
not of God, that the poor ask charity,

The grand marabout likewise sent for the governor
of the mountains, and the chiefs of the huts composing
the village. When they  had assembled in that where
he was, he informed them that the occusion of his visit
‘was the release of five Frénch subjects who had escaped
from shipwreck; that France being at peace with the
kingdom of Algiers, they oaght not, contrary to the
faith of treaties, so detsin these people, already 106 un.
fortunate in having lost their relatives and their pro-
perty, without depriving them of their liberty and their
lives; thatthough'the mountain Moors were not subject
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to the authority of Algiers, yet they enjoyed the advan-
tages of the peace with France; and lastly, that they
would be guilty of great injustice if they did pot release
them, having already. obtaiged a rich booty from the
wreck., The Moors, though their arguments were bad,
defended themselves as well as they could.

During this contest, the joy which animated the
wretched captives at the prospect of a speedy release
from (be horrors of slavery was gradually dispeiled :
gloomy inguietude succeeded the ray of hope which bad
dawned upon their minds. But their consiernation was
extreme, when the interpreter told them, that the Moors,
induced by the authority and the reasans of the marabout,
agreed 10 sel the slaves at liberty, upon condition that
the sheik, or marabow, should retain the young lady;
saying,thai he intended her for a wife for his son, a youth
about fourteen; thal he was not unworthy of her, and
that if she were even the daughter ofshe king of France,
his son was her equal, being (he offspring of the king
of the mountains. This new izcident appeared more”
distressing than ail the others, and their captivily seemed
Jess dreadful than the necessity of Jeaving their mistress
s0 young, and without any kind of suppon, in the hands
of the barbarians. _ ~

Notwithstanding all solicitations, the shiek remained
inflexible ; but at lengih the marabout, taking him aside,

put into his hand a few sallanas of gold, with the pro-
mise of more. The god instagtly rendered him more -

tractable, He agreed to release all 1be captives for the
sum uf nine hundyed. piasixes, to be paid, immediately.
lo,.copgluding this bargain, the mounlaineers declared
to the deputies, thal thei consent was the eflect of the
_veneratiyn Ahsy, eptanwingd, for their marabouts,,and did
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not originate from any fear of the Dey of Algier. The
warabout having left 2 Turk e an lostage, togelber
with several jewels belanging 1o thelsr wives, departed
with the five slaves.

They proceeded to Bugie, where they arrivedon the
91h of December, embarked the following day, and
janded at Algiers ‘on the 13th, al day-break. The
consul went 10 meet Lhem, and conducied them from the
port lo the ambassador’s hotel, which was crowded
with Christians, Turks, sugd even Jews., The ambasa
sador reccived the young lady at the entrance inlo 1hs
caurl, and first conducted her te his chapel, where she
beard mass, and then T¢ Dewn was sung to thank the
Almighty for this happy deliverance.

Scarcely any of the spectaiors could refrain from tears,
Even the Turks and Jews appeared (o be affected. Io-
deed, this young lady, not quite len years of age, after
enduring the hard-hips, privations, aml distresses of sla«
very, retained. a certain aic of dignity; her manners and
expressions announced an excellent education, and ma-
nifesied a mind superior to the cruel trizls to which she
had been expased. The persons belonging 10 her suiie:
declared 1hat she had always been the first 10 encourage
them, apd had frequently exhorted them rather 10 suffer
death than fo betray their fidelity to their God.

Afier some days allowed te these wnfortunate persons,
and the Moors by whom they were aitended, to recruit
themselves, the nine hundred piastres agreed to be paid
as the ransom of Mademoiselle de Bourk, and the per-
sons of her snite, were delivered 1o the deputy “of the
grand marabout, M. Dusault Bkewise added some
presents for the marabowt himself, and the other officess
who had been concerned in the negociation.

.
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On the 13th of January, 1720, Mademojselle de
" Bourk, accompanied by her uncle and female attendant,
embarked in M. Dusault’s ship, and. after a few ordinary
accidents arrived at Marseilles on the 20th of March.
Her sncle, the Marquis de Varenne, came to receive
ker from the hands of M. Dusault.

Mademoiselle de Bourk remained several years in the
bosom of her family, till her marriage with the Marquis
de T——. She passed her life agreeably with him, and
has not been dead many years. Her children (prior to
the revolution) held a distinguished rank in Provence,

it tiivepppgeiiniby, o iy, by svmnp Wi i —— e
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THE DIATRESHE AND PROTIDENTILL ESCLPR OF

THE GUARDIAN SLOGP,
Bound to Bolaoy Bay with Stores, in 1be Month of December, I)'?D!.

et s

. ¥he Gunrdisn touches at the Cape of Good Hope——Strikes on wn

- Island of Ice—Her deaperate Sitnation—Is got o —Part of the
Crew escape in the Bouts—Fortitude evineed by Captain Riou,
in bis Letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty---The Ship pro-
videntislly falls in with & Dutch Packet PBoat, in whose com-
pany she errives in safety at the Cape of Good Hope—Crptain
Riou's Letter annonncing that event.

T-HE Guardian sloop, armed en flule, commanded
by Lieutenant Riow,® and carrying a crew of 123 persons, .
including ‘25 convicts, bound lo Botany Bay, was une
- commonly well stocked ; for such had been the care of
government for the infant colony, that an ample sup-
ply of the most minute articles had been provided. The
vessel having touched at the Cape of Good Hope, pro-
ceeded on her way {o New South Wales. Twelve
days after her departure from the Cape, being inlatitude
44° South, and longitude 41° 30/ East of London, on
the 23d of December, an island of ice wes discovered;
- The westher was extremely foggy, and the island was
not very fir distant when first descried. LieutenantRioa

* Afterwards Captain Riou, who, it will be recollected by the
_render, glotiously feli in the hard-fought battle before Copen-
hagen, on \bie 2d of April, 1801, Iamented by bis friends, and
regretted by bis country, As atestimony of the sense entertained
of bis services, & monument was decreed st the public expence,
YOL. L . D

.



S50 THE GUARDIAN SLOOP,

“gave directions to stand towards it, for the purpose of
cullecting lumps of ice 1o supply the ship with water,
This measure was deemed highly expedient, as the

~ daily demand of water was prodigious, awing 1o the

great quanlity of caitle on bvard. As the ship ap-
proached the island, the boals were hoisted out, and
several lumps collected.  Daring this time the ship lay
to, and ou the supply of water being brought on board,
she attempted to stand away., Very little approhension
was, at this time, entertained for her -safety, though
the magnitude of the island occasioned an unfavourable
current, and gave, in some degree, a panial direction
to the wind. 3

On a sudden, the base of the island, which profecied
under water considerably beyond the limits of the visi-
ble part, struck the bow of the ship. Sheinstanily swung
round, and her head cleared; but her stern coming on
the shoal, struck repeatedly, and the sea heing very
heavy, her rudder broke away, and all her works abalt
werg shivered, The ship, io this situation, became as
it were embayed under the terrific bulk of e, the
height being twice that of the mainmast of a ship of the
line. The prominent head of the ice was, every mo.
ment, expected to break away and overwhelm the ship,
At Jength, sfier every possible exeriinn, she was got
off the shoal, and the ice floated past her.

It was scon perceived that the ship had six fect water
in her hold, and that it was increasing very fast: all
hands were set le the pumps, wnd to find out the leaks,
occasionally relieving each other,  Thus they conlinued
1o fabour incessanily the whole of the 24ty though the

‘preceding day not one of them had the least rest.. The
ship was, at one time, .so much relievied, that she had
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only two feet water in the hold ; but when their situxtion
wore (he best aspect, the water increased in & moment
to ten feet. The ship was found to be strained in all
her works, and the sea rihming high, every endeavonr
to check the progress ofa parucu[ar leak proved ivefs
fectual. A plan was immediately adopted to lighten
the ship, and the cows, horses, sheep, and all the other
live stock for the colony, togethei' wilh their jodder,
were cammilled to the deep.
At Lieulenant Riou’s exhortations,” the exhaunsted’
* erew again had recourse to the pumps; but after repeat-
ed trials, the water could not be kept under, and the
pumps were found 1o be disabled, Thus dishearlened,
,the crew, on the '25th, requested the commander, o
permit them to hoist oul their boats. The cuiter, Lhe
“launch, with the jolly-boat, and others, were accord-
ingly hoisted over the ship's side. '
While these preparations were making, Mr. Rioa
-withdrew, and wrote the fullowing letter to the Se-
cretary of the Admiralty, which affords ove of lhe. most
uncemmon proofs of fortitude and vulue.

. “IL.DLS. Gnardlan, Dec, 25th, 1769,
“sim, o
* If any part of the officers and créw of the Guardian
should ever get home, I have only to say, that their
conduct, after the fatal stroke on an island of ice, was
. adwirable and wanderful in every thing that relates to
their dities, considered either as privale men or in his
Majesly’s service. - :
¢ As there seems to be no possibility of my remalmng_.
many hours in thizs world, 1 beg leave to recommend 1o
the consideration of the Admiraity, a s_isler, together
D2
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.with a widowed mother, to whom theit favour might be
shewn, ‘if my conduct or services should be found de-
serving of any remembrance. '

“Jam, Sir,

“# With great respect,
 Your ever obedient Servant,
« E, RIOU.”

" Philip Stephens, Esq,

This letter Lieutenant Rion delivered to Mr. Cle-
-menls, and took leave of the boats, as they stood away
from the ship. 'One of the boats, however, was staved,
owing to-the swell of the sea, and only four left the
Guardian : in these, scarcely one third of the company
embarked. The rest chose to remain with their heroic
. commander, and to share his fate. The boat in which
were Lhe master, purser, chaplain, gunner, master’s
male, 8 midshipman, and nine seamen, was picked up
by a French merchant ship on the 23d of January, about
eighly leagues off Cape Natal, and carried to St.

_Helena.

The ship meanwhile contintied in a hopeless state
sevgral days, without a rudder, and wholly unmanage-
able; but the application to reduce the water in the hold
was resumed, whenever the weary crew felt the'return
of strength and power. Thus the Guardian was kept
afloat, till 2 Duich packet-boat from the Spice Islands
and Batavia, providentially steering a high southerly
latitude, fell in with her, afforded ker aid of men and
materials, enabled her to make good her way back to
the Cape of Good Hope, and kept her compan'y during
her course,  The Guardian was foll 400 leagues from
the Cape when she fell in with Lbe island of ice.-
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Upen the safe arrival of thie vessel in port, Lieutenant
Riou immedialely dispatched anothet letter, dated Table .
Bay, Feb. 22, 1790,

“are,

“-] hope this letter will reach you before any account
arrives of the loss of his Majesty’s ship Guardian. Ifit
should, I have to beg you will inform their Lordehips,
that on the 23d of Detember (he ship struck on an island
of ice; and that on the 251h, all hope of her safely
having vanished, I consented, that as many of the officers ,
and people should take 10 the boats as thought proper.
But it pleased Almighty God to assist my endeavours,
with the remaining part of the crew, to arrive with his
Majesty’s ship in this bay yesterday. A Dutch packet
is now under sail for Europe, which prevents me from
giving any farther particulars, especially as, at this in-
stant, I find it more necessary than ever to exert my-
self to prevent the ship from sinking at her anchors,

# Jam, Sir, most respectfully,
* Your ever obedient Servant,
* . « E. RIOU,”

Lieutenant Riou’s first lelter arrived on the 23d of
April; and the loss of that gallant young officer, together
with many other valuable lives, was universally deplor-
ed. Oun the 28th of the ssme month, however, his
second letler was brought to the Admirally by the mas-
ter of a fishing vessel, lying off Dungeness. who had
been hailed by the captain of the Duich packet, from
the Cape In «ight weeks, passing through the channel,
who delivered him this letter from Liculenant Rion, at
the Cape, to be forwarded to London. It was imme-

o3
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dalely transmitted to the king, who, upen reading i,
-expressed uncommon’ satisfaction ; and at night, Lord
Chatham set off post for Lord Camelford’s couniry-seat,
"o catry him the joyful tidings of the safety of his son,®
who was on board the Guardian.

“Thus, by the interposition of Providence, and the
fortitude and perseverance of the commander, this ves
sel was preserved, after encountering almost unparal-
leled dangers, and experiencing one of the most mira-
culous escapes recorded. in the naval history of this or
any other coantry,

#* The lats unfortunate nobleman, who was killed in a duel by
Ciépiain Best. '



55

THE SHIPWRECK OF OCCUM CHAMNAN,
4 BIAMESE MANDARIY,
At tbe Capaof the Needles, in the Southers Extremily of Alrids, i ihe year 1686,
——————

Orcum Chamasan, a Siamese Mandarin, leaves his courl:ry in the
Suite of the Ambassador to the Coort of Portugai--The Ship
“strikbs—Almost the whole of the Crew saved—And resolve
to proceed towards the Cape of Good Hope—Their deploruble
condition and incessant bardships by the way=-The Portu.
guese abandon the Siamese in the night—After incredible
nufferings, the latter fall in with some Hottentots, by .whom
they are conducted to a Dutch hubitation, and conveyed to
the Cape of Good Hope—Sufferings of the Portuguese, and
m‘fecung History of the Captain and his Son,

FATHFR Tachard, one of the six Jesutt matbemati-
('tans, who, by the order of the king of France, accom-
pamed the embassy senl to the king of Siam in 1885,
returned to France the fullc)wmg year with two ambas-
sadors from that prince. Several Mandarins came over
in their company, and among the rest Occum Chamnan,
This §iamese noble was an intelligent man, and <puke
several languages, He was pariicelariy allached Lo
Father Tachard, who requested the king of Siam to give
the Mandarin an appomlment in the suite of the ama
bussador. -

Wlhen, in the cougse of their voyage, they were pass-
ing the coast of the extremity of Africa, the view of
the cape of the Neeules drew sighs and tears from 1he
mandarin, He recollected the distressing circunslances
silending a shipwreck, in which he had there been in .

- o4
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volved, thirteen years before, in s Porluguese vessel,
The singularity of his adventures, of which Father Ta-
chard had already heard, made him desirous to hear
them from Occum Chamnan himself, and from his own
mouth he penned the subsequent account of them,
Happening afterwards {0 become acquainted with se.
veral Portuguese, worthy of credit, and who had been
the companions of his misfortunes, he found that their
testimony afforded a complete confirmation of this inte.
resting narrative. In the persuasion that it was worthy
of the curiosity of the public he inserted il in the relge
tionof his second voyage to Siam.

The king of Portugal having sent & splendid embassy
to the king of Siem, to renew their ancient slliance, and
likewise for commercial purposes, the Siamese monarch
thought it incumbent on him, in return for this extraors
dinary wark of consideration, to dispaich three manda~
rins of the highest class, invesied with the quahly of
smbassadors, and six athers of inferior rank, to the
ceurt of Portugal. T!:cy embarked at-Goa, about the
end of March, 1684, in a Siamese fngale corrmanded
by a Portuguese captain. Though Goa is not very far
distant from Siam, they were above five months on the
passage ; either owing to the uoskilfulness of the officers
and pitut, or to the contrary winds, they did nol arrive
there il after the depariure of the Portuguese Reet.

"Thus their voyage lo Eurupe was delayed almost a
whole year.

The ambas:adors were obliged to remain at Goa
c'even months, wailing for the return of the fleet from

. Lisboun, The time, however, seemed short, because

they passed it agreeably. - The heauly of the buildings
they beheld in that cily was 1o them & new spectacle,
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and prdduced in them very great surprize. The im. .
mense number of palaces, monasteries, and magnificent
churches, strongly excited their curiosity ; and as they
had never before been out of their native Jand, they
were astonished to find that there existed in the world
a finer city than Siam,

At length the Mandarins embarked for Europe in a
Portuguest vessel of 30 guns and 150 men. Besides
the ambassadors and their suite, she had on board se-
veral religipos of different orders, and a great number
of passengers, Credles, Indians, and Poriuguese. She
sailed from the road of Goa the 27th of January, 1686,
‘But we shall insert, in. the words of Occum Chamnap,
the interesting account- of his shipwreck, afler the ex-
ample of Father Tachard, who declares that the whale '
not excepling even a single reflection, is the exact states
ment of the Mandarin,

From the time of our leaving Goa, till lhe 271h of
Aptil, our voyage was pgosperoas. On (hat day, at
surj-set, several of the silors had been sent aloft 1o
survey the land that was then seen ahead, a lilile to the
right, and which we had perceived for three days. From
the report of the sailors, and olher circamstances, the
pilot and captain mistook it for the Cape of Good Hope.
In this supposition we continsed our course 1ill two or
three hours after sun-set, when they imagined thal we
were past-ihe land which had been descried,.  'We then
steered rather more lowards the north.,  As the weather
was clear, with s brisk gale, the captain, persnaded that
we had doubled ‘the Cape, did not place any person (o
look out at the mast-head, The seamen, il is truey were
regularly on the waich, but they altended only to the
working of the ship, or enjoyed themselves in such con-
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fusion, that nope of them perceived or even suspected
the danger. T was the first who discovered ihe land.
A cerlain presentiment of the impending misfortune had
" eaused me to pass such a restlesa night that I could not
get a wink of sleep. In this agitation 1 Jeft my cabin,
* and amused myself with conlemplating the vessel that
seemed to fly upon the bosom of the deep, Looking a
litle fariher, 1 saddenly perceived to the right a dark
body, at & very little distance from us. I was alarmed,
and informed the pilol, who was at the helm, of the
citcumstance. - At the same moment, some one at jhe
head of the ship eried out, * Land, Jand ahead; tack
about ! The pilot instantly endeavoured to tack, bat
the head of the ship struck threc limes upon the rock,
“where she remained immoveable, These three shocks
wete ext¥mely violent, and thinking the vessel was
going to pieces, every one ran lo the stern. . However,
as she had not made a drap of water, the crew recovered
a little from their fright. .
From this critical situation they endeavoured to re.
lieve themselves by cutling away the masts, and Bght-
*ening (he vessel, but for Lhis they had nol time. The
waves, impelled by (he wind towards the thore, carried
the vessel along with them. . The sea rising like moun-
tains, that broke wupon the shelves projecting into he
sea, now lilied the vessel (o the clouds, now dashed it
down against the rocks, with such violence and impe.
tuosity, that she could not hold long together, She was
heard to crack in every direction. ' The timbers sepa-
rated from each other, and this immense mass of wood
was seen tending to pieces in every part, wilh a hor.
rible crash.  As the head had struck fisst, that part of
she ship was first shivered. In vain the masts were
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-cut away, the guns, boxes, snd other }iea'vy articles,
thrown overboard to lighten the vessel. She kepl ive
peaiedly striking ; and .al length parting beneath the
gun-room, the watet rushed in torrents inte the ship,
and soon filed the gun-room, and reached ep o the
first deck. It then rose to the great cabin, and ina
few moments was as high as the floor of the second
deck. . '

. This sight produced loud cries of distress. Every one
bastened to the upper deck, but wilh a confusion that
augmented the danger. The water kept iising, the
vessel continged 1o sink gradually, till the keel touched
the huitom, and i this state she remained tor some time
immoveable. -

_ k weuld be difficult to give any idea of the terror and
consternation thal took pussession of every mind, and
were manifested by sighs, shrieks, and outeries, Allwere
rapning in contrary, directions, and stumbling every me- "
ment against each other, . Those whe had been enemies .
now became reconciled. Some, upon their knees, or
prostrate on the quarier-deck, implored the assistance of
the Alinighty; others were throwing overboard casks
and empty boxes, and every thing that came to hand,
The ocuicries and confusion were such, that -the crew
could neithes hear the crash of the vessel breaking into
a thousand pieces, nor the noise of the waves dashing
wiih incredible fury against the rocks. However, after
these useles expressions of distress, those who had not
resolved to betake themscives to swimming, prepated to
attempt their escape by other means, Several rafls were
constructed of the spars and masts of the ship. The
unforlunate wretches whose fears had caused them (o
neglect these precautior® were whelmed beneath the |

né
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waves, or dashed by the violence w:lh which they brola
agsinst the rocks on the coast, .

I was, at first, as much alarmed as.any of the rest3
but, being assured that there was some hope of being .
saved, | armed myself with resolution. I had two good
suits of clothes, which I put on one over the other, ther
.committing myself to some planks tied together, [ en«
deavoured to swim ashore, Our second ambassador,
the most robust, as well as the best swimmer, was al-
ready in the waler. He had taken charge of the king’s -
letter, which he carried fastened to the point of a sabre,
with which his Majesty bad presenled him. We both
reached the shore nenrly at the same time. There we
found: several of the Portuguese arrived before us, bui
they had only exchanged one danger for another. If
those who had remained in the vessel were likely to
be drowned, those on shore were equally exposed to the
horrors of famine. We were destilnte of water, wine,
or biscuit. The cold-was severe, and | was the nore
sensibly aflecled by it, as nature had not inured me to
it; ¥ was convinced that I should not long be able to
_ resistits effects.  This idea caused me to adopt the re-
solution of returning the next day to the ship to fetch

some warmer clothing than what T had on, and to pro- -

cure refreshments. The principal persons among the
Portuguese had lived upon the first deck; I imagined
that I should find in their cabins something of value,
particularly good provisions, the most necessary of our
wants. Placing myself on a kind of hurdle, I foated,
without accident to the ship. '
I had no difficulty in getiing on board, as she was stjll
sbove water. 1 had flattered myself that I should Bnd
gold, precious stones, or some valuables that would be .
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easy to catry away; but when [ arrived, all the apart.
ments were full of water, so that I could get at’ nothing
but gold stuff'; I took,-likewise, a small case containing
six bettles of wine, and a guantity of biscuit that were
in the pilot’s cabin. This litile treasure T 1ied upon my
hurdle, and pushing it before me with considerable dif-
ficalty and danger, I atrived again at the shore, though
much more fatigued than the first time.

I there met with several of my countrymen, who had
escaped quite naked. Seeing them shivering with cold,
the compassion I felt for their misery compelled me (o
share with them the steff which I had brought from
the vessel. But fearing that, if I entrusted the case to
them, it woald not remainlong in their hands, I gaveit
10 a Portuguese who had shewn me much friendship,
but upon condition that we should divide the contents
between us, On this occasion I discovered ihe weak-
ness of friendship when opposed io necessity. During
the first two or three days, while we entertained hopes

of finding some spring or stream, my friend gave me -

about half a glass of wine; but when we were pressed
by thirst, and spprehensive that we should not be able
to discover fresh water, it was in vain I intreated him
to afford me that relief which he had received from me,
He replied, that he would not give a drop to his own
father, - We could not use the biscuit, because the sea~ -
water, in which it had been soaked, rendered it intole-
rably bitter.

As soon asall had arrived on shore, or at least, when
no more wete observed to leave the ship, we counted
those whe had reached ihe land, and found their nume
ber to amnount to about two hundred; from which we
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concluded that only seven or eight had been drowned in
their too great eagerness to escape.

Several of the Portuguese had, with prudent precaus
tion, taken with them fire-arms and powder, 1o detend

themselves against the Caffres, and 1o kill game in the
woods. These arms were likewise extremely  useful

for mahng fires, during the whote of our tedious pro-
gress to the Dutch settlements, but e:pema{l_y the lwo
first nightx we passed on shore, dripping with sea.water,
The cold wasthen su intense, that if we had nol been
able to kindie a fire to dry aur clothes, we should pros
baby have found, in a speedy death, the termination
of all sur hardships.

The second day after our‘slupwreck being Sunday,
afler the Porluguese had performed their prayers, we
began (o move, The captain and plluls told us thal we
were not above iwenty leagues distant from the Cape
of-Good Hope, and that we should reach it in aday or

two. This assurante induced most of those who had-

brought any provisions from the vessel 1o leave them
behind, under the idea, that with so much the fess in-
cumbrance, they would proceed with greater pase ard
expedition. We then enlered the woods, or rather the
bushes, for we saw no high trees during vur whole
journey. We walked all day, stopped only twice to take
a lillle repose,  As we had scarcely brought any provis
sions afong with us, we scon began 1o feel the cravings
of hunger and thirst; particularly afier proceeding with
considerable expedition, during the heat of the sun, in

the hope of arriving at the Duich settlements the same

day. About four o’clock in the afterncon we came o
a large pond of water which conlsibuted lo refresh us

i



OCCYM CHAMNAN, 63

greatly. Each here drank his fill; and beside this pond
the Portuguese advised that we should pass the remmin.
det of the day, and the succeeding night. Wemadea
fire, and those who were foriunate encugh to find a few
crabs in the waler, roasted and ate them, Others, and
far the greatest number, afier drinking a second lime,
resigned themselves to sleep, the fatigues of such a long
march overpowering the torments of hunger, wl'richll:ey
had for two days endured,

Early the next morning, afler drinking more copiously
from the-apprehensien of future wan, we departed.
The Portuguese led the van, our ambassador being so
extremely weak and languid that we could not proceed
very fast, and wege obliged to remain behind with him.
But as we durst not, for a moment, lose sight of the
Portagnese, we resoived lo separate inlo three troops.
The first always kept in sight of the rear of the Portu.
guese; the two others following at the same distance,
paid attention to'the signals preconcerted with the frst
company, io apprize ihe rest when the Portnguese
stopped or changed their roule, We came to several
hills, which we traversed with some difficulty.  Daring
the whole day we discovered oniy one well, the water
of which was so yellow that we could not drink of it
A signal from the first company giving us reason, al the
same lime, to supposethal the Porluguene had stopped,
we did not doubt but they had met with good water, and
this hope made us quicken cur pace.  With all our ex-
ertions, however, we fouad i impossible to reach the
spul, with our ambassador, before the evening. Qur
penple informed uy, that the Portuguese would not wait
for us, under the pretext that it would be no advantage
o o to suffer bunger and thirst with thero, and that they
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should do us a much greater service by hastening for-
ward, for the purpose of placing themselves in sucha
slale as to send us refreshments.

Upon this discouraging mtelhgenoe, the first ambas-
sador called together all the Siamese who had remained
with bim.  He told us, that he found himself so weak
and fatigued, . (hat il was impessible for him to keep up
with the Porluguese, He exhorted those who were in
kealth (o hasten to rejoin them; and as the Dutch set-
tlementy could not be far off, he onl y requesied them to
.send a horse and cart to convey him to the Cape, should
he be then alive.

This separatjon afflicted as much ; but it was neces- -

sary.” Only one youlh, of about fifteen, the son of a

Mandarin, remained with the ambassader, by whom he -

was mich be}o\rgd, and for whom he likewise enler-
tained a reciprocal affection.  Gratitude and friendship
inapired him with the resolution of living or dying with

him.- He was attended Jikewise by an old servani, who .

could not resolve {o abandon his master.

The second ambassador, another Mandarin, and my-
self, took leave of him, after promising to assist him as
soon as we should be able. We then proceeded with
our people, intending to overtake the Portuguese,
though they got considerably the start of ps, A sig-
nal miade by .the foremodt of “our countrymen, revived
our courage, and increased our speed; butl we did not
+ join them before ten o'clock at night. They told us
that the Portuguese were_at a preat distance, and we
actually descried their camp by several fires which they
had kindled, The hope of at least finding water sup-
ported our drooping spirits. After proceeding above
two hours through woods, and over rocks, we armrived
' 6
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' there excessively fatigued. The Portaguese were posted
on the declivity of a lofty mountain, had made a large
fire, and fallen asleep around it. The first question was,
where weshould find water. A Siamese had the huma-
nity to bring me some; for the stream which had been
discovered was at a considerable distance [rom the camp,
and I had, not the strength to crawl thither, I lay -
down by the fire, and in that postare fell asleep, till I
was wakened by the cold in the morning.

I felt myself eo enfeebled, and so tormented with hun-
ger, that afler wishing for death a thousand fimes, [
resolved to await it in the spot where I lay. Why should
T go further to seek it amidst new miseries? But this
movement of despair soon subsided, upon observing,
that the Siamese and Portuguese, whose sufferings were
equal to mine, yet did not hesitate to proceed in the
hope of preserving their lives, I could not refrain from
following their example. Exercise produced a degree
of warmth; I even once distanced my companions, and
reached (he summit of a hill, where I found the grass
very long and thick. ‘The rapidity of my progress had
exhsusted my strength; I was obliged to lie down on
this verdant couch, where I fell asleep. When Iawoke,
I found my legs sostiff that | despaired of being able to
use {them; this caused me agaln to adopt the resolution
which | had renounced in the morning. 1 was so de.
termined to die, that I awaited the momen! wilh impa«
tience, as the termination of my misery. Amidsl these
mefancholy reflections sleep again overpowered me.
A Mandatin, who was my particular friend, and my
servants, who thought I*had lost my way, sought mea
comiderable (ime; they at length found me, and having
awaked me, the Mandarin so warmly exhorted me to
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take courage, that he induced me to quit a spot where,

_bad it not been for his friendly counsels, I should infal-
libly have died. We. overiqok the Partuguese, who
bad siopped near a ravine of water. Pressed, as well
as mysell, with hunger, they set fire to some half-dry
grass, in hopes of finding some fzard or serpent, which
they might devour. One who had straggled a little
farther, found some leaves on the water’s edge; hehad
the boldness 1o eat of them, though exiremely biiter,
znd found his hunger appeased. He came and brought
the welcome intelligence to the whele company, all of
whom hastened to the spot, and ate of them w:!h avie
dity. Thus we passed the night.

_ The following day, which was the fifth of our march,
we set off very early, persuaded that we could nol fail
before night, to reach the hebitations of the Dutch.
This idea gave us new strength, After proceeding till
noor, without stopping, we percefved several men upon
an eminence, al some distance from us. None of us
doubted that we were now arrived at the period of our
sufferings, and we advanced with a joy that baffles all
description, ‘This impression, however, was of short
duration: we were soon undeceived, It was three or
four Hottentots, who having discovered us, came armed
with. their lances, for the purpose of reconnoitring,
Their fear appeared equal to ours, al the sight of our
numerous troop and our fire-arms. Meanwhile we
were persuaded that their companions were at no great
distance, and conceiving {hat we were on the point of
being massacred by these barbarians, we determined to
suffer them to appreach, ander the idea that it was bet«
terto finish a miserable life at once, than to prolong it a
few days, in order to lose it, at last, by torments more
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cruel than death itself. Bat discovering from afar that
we were much more numerous than they had at first
imagined, they stopped to look at us in their turn; and
as we npproached, they proceeded before us, making
signs for us Lo follow them, and pointing 10 some houses,
thatis, three or four misersble huls ppon a hill within
view, When we had arrived at the foot of the hill,
they conducied us by another road to a village, making
the same signs for us lo follow them, thosgh they fres
quently turned their heads, and appeared to survey us
with distrust.

Upou our arrjval at this v:ll.age, composed of about
forty, huts, covered with branches of Lrees, and jnhabited
by abeut four or five hundred persons, they grew so
bold as to approach and survey ug at leisure. They
took particular pleasure in looking at the Siamese, as if
struck with their dress. Their curiosity soon became
troublescme, Each of us wanted to enter their cote
tages in quest of food, for al! the signs we made (o ap=
prize thet of our necessities, only made them laugh im-
moderately, without appearing to understand us.  Some
of them only repeated the two words, sedacco’ patnk,
I offered thém two large diamonds, given me by the
fiest ambassador at-the moment of our separalion; but
the sight of these made very little impression upon them..
At length the chief pilot, whohad a few pataks, the only
coin with which (hose barbarians are acquainted, was
roused by the name, and gave them four, for which Lhey
brought an ox, which they wsually sell 1o the Duich
only forits length in tobacco,  But whal relief was Lhis
for so many half-famished wretches, who, for six whole
days, had lived only ypon a lew leaves of trees! The
pilot distributed it oply among his own countrymen and
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his best friends. None of the Siamese eould obtain &
morsel, Thus we had the mortification of receiving no
relief, while we beheld them satisfying their hunger, and
s multitade of beasts constantly passing by us. The -
Portuguese not only kept to themselves the ox which
they had procored, but even prohibited us from touch-
ing the herds of the Hottenlots, threatening to abandon
us to the fury of those barbarians.

A wmandarin observing that the Hotieniots refused
money, decorated his head with certain ornaments of-
gold, and in that state appeared before them, Thisno~
velly pleased them. They gave him a quarter of a
sheep for those trinkets which were worth above one
hundred ptsiofes We ate the meat half raw; but it
served only 1o increase our appetite, I remarked that
‘the Portuguese had thrown away the hide of their ox ;
this was a ireasure 1o me ; [ imparted the secret to the
mandarin who had saved me from my own despair, Wa
went togelher to Jook for the bide, and having fortu-
nately found it, we broiled it upon the fire. It served
only for iwo meals, for ihe other Siamese, having dis-
covered us, we could not refrain from sharing our good
fortune witk them. A Holtentot having stopped to
looked at 1he gold buttons on my cost, I gave him to un~
derstand, that if he would bring 1oe something to est, I
would willingly make him a present of them. He tes-
tified his consent ; but instead of a sheep, which Iex-
pected at the least, he brought me a small quantity of
milk, with which 1 was obliged to appear satisfied.

We passed the night, al this place, near a large fire
. kindled before the huts of the Hollentots,  Those bar-
barians did' nothing but dance and.shoat till day-light,
which obliged us to resign all thoughts of sleep, and to
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.keep constantly on our guard. We deparied in the
morning, and proceeding towards the sea, arrived at the
coast about noon. The muscles which we found along

“the rocks- furnished us with a most delicious repast.

- After having satisfied ourselves with them; each took

- care to lay in a provision of them for the evening. But

-we were obliged to return to the woods in quest of

~water. We could not find any till lowards night, and
then only a riltof very salt water, but none had patience
to suffer it to settie before he drank of il.  We encampéd
on the banks of the stream, taking the precantion to

- keep a watch all night, for fear of the Caffres, whose
intentions appeared very suspicious, .

The next day we arrived at the foot of a high moun-
tain, which we were obliged lo traverse with excessive
fatigne. The cravings of hunger became more pressing

- than ever,and we met with nothing loappease it. From

- the summit of the mountain we discovered a plain covered
with verdure, and inlerspersed witha few flowers, We
hastened to it, and began to eat those that were the least
bitter. Though they allayed our hunger, they increased

. our thirst to such a degree, that only those who have ex-
perienced 1he like torments can form any idea of them;
‘We could not, however, find any water till the night -
was far advanced, al the fool of the same mountain.
‘When the whole company was assembled, a consulta-
tion was held, and it was resolved by general consent,
that we should not penetraile inio the interiorof the coun-
try, as we had hitherto done, for the purpose of laking
a shorter way. The captain and pilots acknowledged
ihat they had been mistaken.  Being unableany longer
to conceal their estor, they confessed that they were igno-
gant of the situation of the place we were in quest of,



- T0 THE SHIFWRECK OF

the route we ought fo pursue, and the time required to
artive thete, If we followed the coast, it was at least
cerlain that we Should find muscles and other shell-fish,
which would afford us a constant resoarce against hunger;
ard as most rivers, sireams, and springs, run towards
the sea, we might hope fo suffer less from thirst.

At the dawn of day ‘we set off towards the coaat,
where we arrived about ten o’clock. We first descried
an extensive levelshore, terminated by. s high meun-
tain. This prospect filled every one with joy, becsuse
. 1he pilots assured us that it was the Cape of Good Hope.
This agreeable intelligence so revived our spirits, that,
without resting a moment, we continued our march till
pight,  But after proceeding five or six leagues, they
perceived it was not the Cape, the object of our
ardent desire. Qor hopes were succeeded by inex-
pressible mortification; yet we were somewhat cheered
by the account of a sailor, who having been upon the

look-out, an hour before sum-set, informed us that he.

had found, at s small distance, an island almost covered
with muscles, and containing a spring of fresh water.
We hastened to the spot, where we passed the night,
and the next morning found ourselves so much strength-
encd by the relreshment we had procured, that we re-
solved to remain there the whole day and the following
night. During this day we recovered greatly frem our

fatigues, and the abundence of food supplied us with.

new sirength, In the evening, having. sccording lo
custon, assembled at a little distance from the Portu-
guese, we were surprised to find one of our Mandarins
missing. We sought him in every direction, calling
him with loud cries, but all cur efforls were useless; he
had dropped dowirexhausted by thhe way, Hisextreme
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avension for the grass and flowers which the others de-

" woured without disgust, prevented him from tasting
them ; he had died of hunger add weakness, unable to
raake any one hear or take notice of him. Four days
afterwards another Mandarin experienced the same fate.
Misery must assuredly tend to harden the beart, At
any other time the death of a friend wonld have pro~
duced the sincerest affliction, but on this occasion it
made scarcely any impression npon my mind.

During the day and the two nighis which we passed
on the island, we observed Lhe trunks of certain trees
that were dry, tolerably thick and hollow, Having be-
fore endured such exquisite lorments from thirst, we
contrived a method of deriving some atvantage from
these lorg tubes, Faci: provided himself with one, and
baving stopped up one end, filled it with water, as a

- supply for the day. Uncertain of the situation of the
Cape of Good Hope, the pilots proposed (o ascend the
mountain before us, which was of considerable height ;
as, from the summit, we might, perbaps, be able o

- discaver the object of our wishes, This Idea met with
universal approbation. It requited our wimos exer-
tiens to ascend the rugged eminence, and doring the
whole day we had nothing o eat but the grass and
flowerswhich grew in different places. Towards even~
ing, in descending from the mountain, where we had the
mortificalicn not 1o perceive what we were in quest of,
we discovered, half a leagus from us, a troop of cle-
phants feeding in an immense plain, bul they were not
of extraordindry magnitude. - We passed the night on .
the shore, atthe foot ofthe mountain. The suf had not
yet set when we reached it, and we dispersed, in every
direction, without ﬁndmg any thing fit for (ood. Of al}

2
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the Siamese I was the only person whom chance sop-

- plied with a supper. Ihad been seeking grass and

Bowers, had found nolhmg but what was extremely bit-
ter, and was returning, after fatiguing myself to no pare
pose, when I perceived a snake, not so thick as a man’s
thumb, but as long as my arm. I pursued and killed it

- with a dagger. Wae dressed it upon the fire, without

1

any precaution, and ate the whole of it, excepting the
skin, head, and bones, with great relish., After this
singular repast, we discovered that one of our three ia-
terpreters was missing. We departed the next morn-
ing rather later than usnal. At day-bresk a thick fog
had come on and obscured the whole horizon, We had
scarcely proceeded a quarter of a league when we were
ncommoded by & very cold wind, and the most violent
that ever I remembered in my hfe. Our debititated
state probably caused it lo appear more impetuons than
it really was; but being unable to step forward in = di-
rect line, we were obliged, in order to make a ljtile way,
to go successively from right to left; like s vessel tack-
ing about at ses. About two o'clock in the afterncon
the wind brought on a heavy rain, which continued till

- evening, The weather was so rough and cold, that

finding it impossible lo proceed, some took shelter under

a few dead trees, others in the clefis of the rocks, and
those whe could not find an asylum stood with their
backs against the side of a ravine, crowding close to-
gether to warm each other a Hitle, and the mote eas:ly
to withstand the violence of the tempest. Our misery
at this moment exceeded description, Though we had
passed the day without eating, and had drank only rain

- water, hunger appeared the least of our hardships, when,

night coming on, shivering with cold, and trembling with

——— e —
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weakness, we found it impossible to close oar cyes, or
even to lie down to obtain the least repose,

When day-light appeared we imagined ourselves de«
livered from a portion bf our miseries. The lorpor, the
weakness, and other evils produced by such a night, did
not prevent us from making it our first care to endeas
vour fo rejoin the Portuguese. But whal were our
astonishment and disiress, when we could not perceive
them! In vain our eyes sought them in every direc-
tion ; we were not only anable lo discover a single in-
dividual, but it was impossible for us to judge which
way they had gone. Al this cruel moment all the mis
series we had hitlierio experienced---hunger, thirst, las.
situde, and pain, combined to overwhelm us; rageand
despair took possession of our minds. Half' dead and
astonished, we looked at each other in profound silence,
The second ambassador was the first who recovered
himself. He called us all together to deliberale on our
fuwure conduct, After having represented to us (hat the
Portuguese could nut have abandoned us withunt very
urgent reasons, and thal we ourselves had been obliged
to teave behind us our first ambassador, in a dreary so-
jitude, he convinced us thal the assistance we recerved

.from them was not worth regretting, and thal we might
continue our progress along the coast conformably to the
plan we had cuncerted in conjunctivn with them. “ There
is only one thing,” he contnued, * that we ougit to

. prefer to all the rest, and if I was easy on that bead, it
would prevent me from feeling (he miseryof my situation,
You have witnessed the profound respeet I have aiways
shewn for the letter of the august sovereign, whose sube

jects weare.  Atibetime of out shipweeck my first care
was divected to its preservation, and [ can atiribute my

Vel. 1. E
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ow it escane only to the good forlune which accompinies
whatever belungs (0 our master,  You have seen with
whal circumspection [ have carriedit, When we pas«
sed the night upon mountains, I always placed it on the
summit, or at least above all our troop, and slalioned
myself somewhat lower, at a suitable distance, 1o guard
it; and when we stopped on the plains I always affixed
it1othe lop of scme tree.  On the way | carried it on
my shoulders, as jong as I wasable, and never, till my
sirength was entirely exhausted, did 1 entrast it to ano-
ther, Doubtfu! wiether [ shall be able 1o keep up with
you long, in the name of the great king, our master, 1
command the third ambhassador, who shal lay the same
injunction upen the fira Mandadin, if he dies before him,
to (ake, afier my death, the same care of this august let-
ter.  If, to complete aur misfortunes, none ol us should
. arrive at the Cape of Good Hope, he who shalllast have
itin his charge, must not {ail to bury it belore he dies,
on a mountain,or the most elevated situation he can Aind;
so that, after he has secured this precious deposit from
insult, he may die prostrale on the spot, shewing as much
respect fu lhis death as we owe to cur sovereign while
alive. Thisis what 1 had to recommend 1o you. Afier
this explanaiion resuine your cowage; et ut not sepae
rale, but proceed by short jouruies; the foriune of the
great king, our master, wifl always protect us.”

This address mspired us with resolution..  Instead,-

bowever, of following 1he coast, we agreed 1that it
would be better to endeavour to rejuin the Porlugoese,
aud to take the road which we supposed they had gone,
Before us was a Jufty mountain, and 1o the right several
low hills.  We easily persuaded vurselves thay, tatigued
as they were, they would not have chosen Lhe most rug-

| ——— — —mn . b
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ged, even though # were the most direct way. We
determined to cross one of the hills, On thisday I felt
excessive pain; my legs had not only been chilled and
berumbed during 1he preceding rnight, but they, as well
as my whale body, began to swell. Some days afier.
wards a thick whitish fiuid issued from my whole body,
especially my lega; this evacuation continued during she
remaindar of our journey. We walked very fust, at
least so we thought, though, in fact, we made very liitle
progress. Aboutl noon, we zarrived, exiremely weary,
on the banks of a river, about sixty feet wide, and seven
or eight deep. We doubfed whether the Portuguese
bad crossed it, because though it was not very broad,
it was excessively rapid. Several of the Siamese en-
deavoured 1o crossit, bul the currenl was 3o impetuous,
that they tumed back, fearful fest they should be carricd
away. They, however, resolved to make another at»
tempt, and to effect the passage with less danger, they
contrived to tie together the scarfs of the whole come
pany, which a Mandarin, a very robust may, underiook
o fasten lo the trunk of a tree on the cther side of the
river, hoping that, by the essistance of this kind of chain, .
each-migh! successively pass over insafety. Butscarcely
had the Mandarin reached the middie of (he river, when
the rapidiiy of the curcent obliged him o quit his kold,
im order to swim to the opposite bank, and notwithsiand.
-tng his dexterity he was dashed against a projecting point
of land, and bruised in several places. 1lle proceeded
alowg the shore, crying oul Lo us, thatit was not probable
the Portuguese had taken that route.  We 10ld him to
rejoin uv, which he did, aler procecding a cunsiderable
distance up the river il he fosud a place where he couid
Ewim 2cross, . . .
k2 -
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We concluded that the Portuguese had kept along the
bark on which we were, and we took the seme way.
A ragged stocking that we picked up,aboot halfa league
fariher, confirmed s in this opinion. Afier infinite hard-
ship we arrived at the foot of @ mountain,which was hol-
lowed out at the botiom, as if nature had intended it for
a lodging for pascengers, The cavern was large enough
to hold us 2il. We there passed a very cold, and, con-
sequently, a very disagreeable night. For several deys,
since my fegs and arms had swelled, I was unable 10 wear
either shoes or stockings; this inconvenience increased
to such a degree, that when I awoke in the moming, I
found the ground under me covered with water and fioth
that had issued from my feet. However, I had sufficient
strengih 1o set off with the rest.

We, that day, continued along the bank of the river,
impatient to overtake he Porluguese, who, we conceiv—
ed, could not be far distant. We discovered, at inters
vals, traces of their march. At some distance from the
cavern where we had slept, one of our people perceived
a fusil, with a box for powder, apparently left by a Por-
tuguese, who was oo weak {o carry them any further.
This discovery proved exiremely serviceshle. Since we
had followed the course of the river we had found ng
kind of food, and were balf dead with hunger. We ine
stantly kindled a fire, For my part, having nolongerany
use lor my shoes, and being even embarrassed by the
incumbrance of them, [ cut them in pieces, which [
broiled and ate with avidity. We tried to eat the hat of
one of our servanis, after broiling it a long time, but it
was impbssible to chewit; we were obliged to broil it
40 a cinder, and in this slate it was so bitter and disgast-
ing, hat our stomachs absolutely rejected it



OCCUM CHARMNAN, . 77

Proceeding ou: onr route, we found at she foot of a
hill, a positive pruof that the Portuguese followed, like
-ourselves, the course of theriver; this wasthe hody of
one of our inlerpreters, who had juined their company.
and had died by the way, He was kneeling upon the
ground, leaning with his hands, head, and the rest ol his
body, againsta liude hillock. The two other interpre-
ters being mougrels, that is, born of Eurupean fathers
and Siamese mothers, would not quit the company of the
Portuguese, and had et us wjth them, We judped
that this man bhad died of cold. The hill was covered
-wilh sach beautilul verdure, that each of us laid up a
provision of the least bitter herbsand feaves for our even-
ing's repast.  The ides that the Puringuese were too fur
before us, and that we fatigued curielves in vain to over-
‘take them, begen to make us regret having quilled tha
island where we had found excellent water, and abun-
dance of muscles; but vur morlification and discontent
were greatly augmented in the place where we had 10
pass the night. There were but two ways that wa
could take; both were very difficull, 2nd there was no-
thing to enable us to distinguish which of the two the
Portuguese bad {aken, Onone side was a cregyy moun-
tain, and on the other a marsh, inlersected by several
natural channels, formed by Lhe river, by which it was
inundsted in various parts, We could nol persuade
ouiselves that the Portuguess had crossed the mouns
tain; nor was it more probable hat they had passed over
the morass, which appeared to be alinost entirely inun-
dated, and presented no iraces of human foutsieps. We
deliberated part of the pight whetlier we shouid’ proceed
farther, ot return by the way we came. The difficalty

of deciding between the two routes appeared ia insur
%3
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mountable that every une was of opinion we ought not
to proceed It seemed impossible to cross the morase,
withoot ronning the risk of perishing a thousand times }
and 1o pass over the mountain would be exposing ous-
selves Lo die with thirst, as there was no probability of
finding waler theie, and it would require at least two
days 1o get over . We concluded to return to the lit-
tle iskandt, wrich we repented having quitted, to wait
there a lew days Jor intelligence concerning the Porlu~
guese, and i pone arrived by the lime we had.consumed
wur provisions, to go voluntarily in quest of the Hotlen»
tots, {o offer ourselves as slaves to tend their flocka.  This
situaiton then appeared preferable to the miserable state
to which we had been so long reduced,

. Having adopted this resvlution, we only waited for
da)-l;gh: to depart,  We relurned with such courage,
in our eagerness 1o revisil the wishedifor isand, and to
aliay the hunger, which becamie.more and more insup-
portable; that we afrived there on the third day. We
-were transperted with joy at the sight of such & delightful
spot.  Each was eager to be the first to enter it, but the
expedition of the most ardent was in vain, [or the tide
preveated them from reaching 1it.  This island was, pro-
perly speaking, anly an elevaled rack, ol a circular figure,
and about one handred paces in circumference at high
water, but of greater extent when the sea ebbed, at
which times it was surrounded by numerous smali rocks,
that then appeared upon the sand. We “mopatiently
waited for \he ebbing of (he tide, when we, st length,
obtained a free passoge. After collecting a sufficient
quanlily of muscles for the whole day, we ate part, and
exposed the remainder to the sun, or dressed them st the
fice for the evening. Aibthe adjacent coasts were 10 stem

o — e —— .
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rile and so arid, that we could find nothing to makea fire
of but a very few rotlen trees, We could nol, howevet,
bave existed without them, for we had scarcely fallen
asleep when we were wakened by the cold and humidity.
Woed soon failing us on the coast, several wenl to seck-
more, [arther inland; but the adjacent country, consise
ted only of deserts, covered with sand, and full of rug=
ged rocks, Gtterly destitete of trees of verdure, They
found a quantity of elephants’ dung, which served to
keep up our fire two or three days. At length, this last
resource kkewise failing, the intense cold obliged us to
quii a apot, which, for six days, had furnished us with re-
freshments we so greatly needed, We now resolved to
seek the Hottentats, with & view to resign ourscives to
the discretion of the most barbarous of mew. But to what
dangers would we not have exposed ourselves to preserve
& life that had slready cost us so dear!

We set off, bitterly regretting the musoles and fresh
water which we left behind us on the island. We were
induced to petsist in our determination by the idea, that as
we had heard rothing of the Portuguese, they must either
have died by the way, ur have conceived that we were
na longer alive; or thal those whom they might have sem
. in quest of us, had missed us while in this lonely island,
‘We passed the night beside a pond of salt water, very
near a mountain, where we bad belorg encamped. &
was fortunale that we had broaght with us waler and
provisions, as we could not discover any thing fi for
food. Attbe dawn of day each began (o seek fur herbs,
or the leaves of trees, wishing 1o preserve the remainder
of our muscles for more pressing occasions.  Several .
waded into the Jake in quest of tish, but:l contalned culy
salt and muddy water.

b4
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While we were thus dispersed, those who had not
lefi the lake perceived three Holtentols coming directly
towards them, We afl instantly assembied at a pre-
goncerted signal, and waited for these three men, who
advanced rapidly npon us. As they approached, we
vbserved, by tive pipes which they used, that they had
some intercourse wilth Europeans. The greatest diffie
culty, on both sides, was 1e understand each other.
They made signs witk their hands, holding up six fin-
gees, and shouting ;  Hollanda, Hollandz, Some of us
imagined thot 1hey had been dispatched in guest of us
by those whom we had already seen, only for the pura
pose of murdering us.  Others conceived their sigrs lo
‘intimate that we were only six days merch from the
Cape of Good Hope. After some deliberation, we des
termined to follow these guides, to whalever place they
might lead us, for this reason, thal nothing worse could
happen to us, than we had already endured; and that
death itself would only terminate 1hose miserien which
rendered life insupportable. ‘We, howevey, soon ceased
to consider these Hollentots as spies, and discovered
ihat they were not 3o barbarous as the others, but had
some connection with Europeans, They had brouglit
with them a quarter of a sheep, which hunger obliged
un (o a-k them for, They gave ua to understand that
.we rhould liave it for money, and Jjudging, by our signs,
that we had none, they signified that they would accept
our buttons, which were of gold and silver, in return, I

gave them six gold bultons, upon which ihey immedie .

ately delivered me the mulion, which 1 broiled, and
afterwards divided among my companions,

The strangers pressed us much to follow them; they
walked before us for some time, but appareatly rendered
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impatient by the slowness of our pace; they came back
to hasten us forward, We had lefl the pond 2bout nson.
They conducted us to encamp at the foot of a moun-
tain. The road to it was extremely rugged.  Of fifteen,
which was our number at that time, seven were #o en-
feebled by hardships and fatigue, that the following
day, at the moment of departure, they found it impos
sible to use their limbs, We had a consuliation upon
this deplorable circumstance. It was resolved to leave
‘the weakest at this spol, together with part of the dried
muscies that remained, assuring them that vur first care,
if we had the good fortune to reach s Dutch habitation,
should be to provide fur them a commodious convey-
ance. However cruel the separation appeared to them,
they were compelled to consent to it.  Indeed we were
all in a wiserable condition, there was not one of us
‘whose body was not much swelled, particularly the legs
and thighs; our wretched companiuns, whom we were
obligtd to abandon, were so disfigited, that thewr aspect
was truly frightfuf, It was pol ‘withont bitter regret
that we quitted our dear essociates, uncertain whether
we should ever behold them again; but we could have
‘afforded them not the smallest relief had we even resuly~
ed toremain and die with them. Afier taking a2 pain-
ful farewell, we resumed our march, under the eonduct
of our guides, who had awakened us very earlp.  They
seemed vexed 1o find usless active than themselves ; at
lenglh were qmle out of patience, and appeared to con-
‘sull together for a few moments. Two set off and hase
tened forward ; the third remamed; never leaving us,
but even stopping on every cccasion, as long al we de~
sired. :
b 3
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We followed him six whole Jays, with such- fatigue
and hardship as appeared more insupporiable than eny
we had yet experienced. We were obliged incessantly
Ao ascend and descend places, of which the sight alone
was {remendous; our guide himself, accustomed toclimb
the sleepest acclivities, could scarcely suppoct himselfin
several situations. Some of the Siamese, observing that
he was leading them to a mountain, so rugged, that
they imagined it inaccessible, formed lhe resoluiion of
dispatching him, under the idea 1hat he was only Jeads
Jing us thither lo perish. The second ambasadoer made
them ashamed of their cruel purpose, representing that
the poor Holienlot was serving us withuut any coms
Ppulsion, and thai, in our situalion, ingraiude would be
the most horrible of crimes.  As difhculiies, which dis-
courage al first sight, vanish upon a nearer survey, so
Ahese places, which appeared so dangerous gt a digs
tance, assumed a different aspect, s we approached,
and the ascent became more easy. In a word, in spite
of all our hardships, fatigue, hunger, and thirst, we met
wilh ne ulstacles which our coarage &id not enable us
{0 surmount. i . . -

Meanwhile we lived ooly on muscies, dried in the
sun, and of these we were very sparing.  We thought
ourselves fortunate in meeling with some green shruba,
the leaves of which had an agrecable acidity, and served
to season our muscles, We likewise thonght the green
frogs well lasted, and frequently found them, particularly
.in places covered wilh verdute; the grassshoppers we
did not like so welli  But the iInsect that we relished
mosl was a kind of large fly, or very black may-bug, that
is only seen among dung, ,upon which it feeds. These

’
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we found in great numbers on the elephants’ dang. The
only preparation, previous to eating them, consisled in
broiling them over the fire. I must acknowledyge that
I thought them delicions. These hints may, perhaps,
be useful to those who may have the mistortune to be
reduced 1o the same extremity,

Al length, on the thirty-first day of oor march, and
the sixth afler our fortunale meeting with the Hottent
tots, as we were descending a hill, about six o’clock in
the morning, we perceived four persons an the summit
of & very high mountain before us, and over which we
were to pass. We, at first, took them for Hottenlots,
as Lhe distance prevented us from distinguishing them 3
and # never enlered imlo our mind:that these desers
contsined any human creatures besides them. As they
approached us, and we proceeded lowards them, we
were soon sgreeably undeceived. We then discovered
that they were two Dutchmen, accompanied by the two
Hotlentols who had left us on the way. Qur (ransports
of joy were equal only fo the miseries- we had before
endured. This sentiment became more powerful when
we met oor deliverers, They first asked if we were
Siamese, and where were the ambassadurs of the Ring
vur master. They were pointed out to thens, upod
which they shewed them many civilities, and inviting
us to sit down, they catled the Hotientots who accom-
panied them, carrying some refreshments which they
kad brought jor ms. Al the sight of fresh bread, meat
ready dressed, and wine, we were unahle 1o moderate
the emotions of our gratitude. Some throwing thems
selves at the Duichmen's feet, embraced their kneess
others called them their fathers, their deliverers. For ..
my part, I was so affected with this inestimable favour,

’ b 3]
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that, resigning myself to the sentiment which filled my
bosom, I resclved 1o shew them on the spot whal a
sense 1 entertained of their generous altentions, At
parting from our first ambassador, he delivered 10 me
several precious stones, which the king our master had
given him (o present to different persons. Among the
rest were five large diamonds, set in rings of gold.
One of these rings I presented to each of the two

- Dutchmen, as an acknowledgment for the preservation
of my life, for which 1 conceived mysell indebted to
them,

But what will appear aurprising, Is, that after eating
and driking we found ourselves so weak, and so utlerly
incapable of proveeding, that we could not even rise
without inexpressible pain.  Though the Dutchmen

, representéd shat it was only an hour’s waik to their ha-
bitatigns, none of us had sufficient strength, or courage,
to-undertake such a short march. Qur generous guides
perceiving us unable (o stir a step, sent the Holtentots
for carrisges, In less than two honss they returned with
carts and several harses, The latter were useless; we
were all too much exhausied to ride, and therefore plac-
ed ourselves in the carts, which conveyed us {o the -
Dutch babitation, only & lcague distanl. We there
passed the night, sleeping upon a cooch of straw, more
swectly than ever we had done in the days of our better
fortyne.  Bul the next morning. at waking, what was
our joy, to find ourselves delivered in future from the
dreadful sufferings, which, for the space of thirty-one
days, we had endured, '

Our first care was lo intreat the Dutch {o send a cart,
with the necessary refreshments, to our seven country-
wen whom we had left on the road. After secing it
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dispaiched, we repaired in two other carts to another
Dutch habitation, four or five leagues from the former.
We had scarcely arrived when several soldiers appear~
€d, who were sent by the governor to escort us, together:
with lwo horses for the ambassadors ; but they were a0
il that they could not make use of them, We, there-
fore, returned to our carts, and in this kind of convey=
ance we proceeded to the fortress which the Datch pos-
sess at the Cape of Good Hope, The governot being
apprized of our arrival, sent his secretary to meet the
ambassadors, and lo compliment them in his name,
We entered the fort through z file of twenty soldiers,
and were conducted to the governor’s house, where he
received the ambassadors and the Mandarins of their
suite with extraordinary marks of respect and affuction,
He ushered us into a saloon, where he requested o to
sit down, ordered refreshments to be brought, and at
the same time a salute of eleven guns o be fired, to de
honour tolhe king of Siam in the peraons of his ministers,
We implored him 1o send, with ail, possible dispaich,
soroe relief to the first ambassador, whom we had left
behind, not far frum the spot where wur vessel was
wrecked. He replied, that during the present season
it woold be_impossible, bul as soon as it was past he
wonld not fail to use his best endeavonrs, . He added,
thal we were foriunate in having followed . the coast,
for if we had penetraled to any distance into the woods,
we shonld inevilably have fallen into the hands of cer-
tzin Cafltes, who would have dispatched us without
mercy,

Perceiving, as we approached the Cape, severs] ves.
sels in the road, our hopes of again seeing qur relatives
and our dear pative land revived. Thie promises of the
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governor confirmed this highly consolatory idea, and
made us almost entirely farget our sufferings.  Hekept
his word, His secretary was ordered to condact us to
8 habiiation tha! had been prepared fur our reception,
and we were supplied with abondance of every necess
sary refresbment. It is true, he kept an exact account
of all our expences, and even of the rent of our house,
and transmitted it to Siam, to the ministers of the king
our master, by whom it was paid with equal puenciuas
lity.- He was even reimbursed for the pay of the officer
and suldiers who had come 10 meet us, and who mounted
guard at our door during our stay at the Cape. .

The Portuguese had arrived there eight days before
us, after suffering still greater misery. A Purtuguess
priest, of the order of St, Augustin, who, by the com-
mand of the king, uccompanied the ambassadors diss
patched 10 the court of Portugal, gave us such a relalion
of their hardships as drew tears from our eyes. * A tiger,
(saxd he) wouid have bren melted by the cries and groans
of these who dropped by the way, the victims of pain
and hunger. They invoked the assistance of their
friends and relatives, Al appeared insensible to their
entreatien. The only mark of humanity shewn by those
who saw them fall, was to recommend their souls 1o
God, They wurned away lielr faces, they stopped
their ears, that they might not be terrified by the la
mentable culcrivs wiich incessantly rescunded, and by
the sight of the dying, who dropped almost every hour
of the day. During the journey, subsequent {o their
leaving us, they lost fifty or sixly persons, of ail agew
and cbaditions, exciusive of those who had previcusly
perished,

** But 1be most melancholy, and pethaps unexampled

5
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circumstance, was that which befel the captain of the
vessel. He was & man of rank, equally distinguished
for his opulence and his virtue. He had rendered im-
" portant services to the king his master, who esteemed
his worth and integrity. I canool recollect his name,
but his flamily was mentioned as one of the most illuse
tricus in Portugal, He had taken out with him to In-
dia his only son, about twelve years old, either wishe
ing 1o inure him early tu the Jatigues of a sea-faring life,
or because he durst not confide to anothet the education
of his beloved child, Indeed, this young genueman pos-
sessed all the qualities thal conciliate eseem and friend-
ship. He had an elegant person, polished manners,
learning beyond his years, and was a pattern of docility,
duty, and affection to his father. When the caplain
escaped from the wreck, he would not entrust his son’s
preservation to other hands than his own. On the way
he caused him (o be carried by his slaves. At length,
all the slaves being dead, or 3o feeble that they could
scarcely suppart themselves, the poor child grew so
weak, that, one afternoon, fatigue having obliged him
to lie down with several others apon a hill, he was una=
ble to rise again.  There he remained with his legs stiff
and incapable of motion. This sight was a dagger to
the heart of his Tather. He procured assistance, and
even himselt helped him to proceed. Bul his legs wera
petfectly useless; they only drew him along; and at
last, those whom his father had tslreated 1o perform that
service, feeling their own strength exbausted, declared
they could no longer support him without perishing to«
gethee with him, The wietched captain resolved 10 ate
tewpt to carry his son.  He waslilted upon his shoul-
ders, but he had not slrengih to move one siep, and’



28 THE SHIPWRECK OF

fell with his burden. The child appeared more afftict-
ed al the distress of his father than his own_sufferings.
He repeatedly entreated him to leave him to die, declar.
ing that {he tears he saw him shed asgmented his mi-
sery, without tending to prolong his life. Neo hope was
indeed enterizined that he could survive that day. At
last, perceiving that his words had no other effect than
to muve his father, who appeared resolved to die with
him, he implored the Portuguese with expressions, the
remembrance of which still affected them, to remove
him frum bis presence, and to take care of his life. Twe
priesis represented to the captain, ihat religion com-
manded himn to seek his own preservation, All the
Portuguese then laid hold of him, amd carsied him out
of the sight of his son, whom they removed to a littie
distance, where he died during the night, This separa-

. tion was o painful to the eaptain, and his sorrows sunk
30 deeply in his mind, that two days afier his errival at
the Cupe he expired.

We passed nearly four months at the Cape of Good
Hope, waiting for some Dutch vessel bound to Batevia,
Bu! it was abuve lwo mouihs before we recovered our
strength. A skilful surgeon, who undesiock the resio~
ration of our healih, at first imposed a regimen, the ob-
servance of which cost as not a lile, Notwithstand«
irg the pain we felt from being unable o satisfy our ap-
petite, he warned ca against overloading our stomachs
with foud, which wouid have bren productive of fatal
consequences. Thus we still experienced famine in the
midst ol abundance.

Befote our departure from the Cape we heard that our
second pilet had escaped on board of an English ship,
The frst pilot intended to follow his example, but he
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was so narrowly watched by the master of the vessel
and the crew, who intended to convey him to Portugal
to be punished for his negligence, that he could nol ac-
complish his purpose.  Most of the Portuguese embaiked
in Dulch vessels bound to Amsterdam, where they ex-
pecied to procure a passage for their native country. The
others, with vurselves, went an board of a Dutch East
Iudiaman, which had arrived laie in the season at the
Cape, andconveyed usin safety lo Balavia. Aflerspend-
ing six months in that city, we sei sail for Siam in the
month of June, and arrived there in Seplember. The
king, our masier, received us with ex(raordinary marks of
favor and affection, immediately supplied vy with clothes
. and money, and even graciously nsaured usthal he would
not forget us upon any future opportunity of advancing

sur fortune, .
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THE SUFFERINGI OF PART OF THE CREW OF

THE SHIP THOMAS,

OF LIYERPOOL,

Bound from the Coast of Africa to the Iland of Baubadors, v 1797,

ettt

. . ’

Mutiny of the Slaves on board the Thomea, whe obtain Possession
of the Ship—Tweive of the Crew escape in a Boet—-Drendful
Extreniity to which they are reduced by the want of Provisions
—They decide by Lot which of them shall be.sacrificed fo the
Necessities of the Rest—Death of all thuse who fed vpon the
Body of their companion—Only two of the Party survive and
land on the Island of Barbadcen, .

IN the aflernoon of Tuesday, the 10th of October,
1797, a boal, conlaining two men and a boy, drified on
shore on the north east part of the island of Barbadoes.
They were part of the crew belonging to the ship Tho-
mas, M’Quay, of Liverpoul, on lhe middle voyage from
the coast of Africa lo the above island, The coast being
infested with French privateers, Captain M’Quay had
taught his male #laves the use of arms, in order that they
might be able 1o nsdst him in repelling any attack of the
enemy, as he had frequent skirmishes with them on hig
former voyages. Bul instead of becoming auxiliaries in
his defence, they look advantage of his inslructions, and
seizing his ammunition-chest early in the morning of the
2d of September, aboul 200 of them appeared on deck,
armed, and fired on the crew, some of whom fell, and
others in dismay leaped overboard, and were also fired
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at; while others cat away the boat lashed to the stern,
and eseaping through the cabin-windows, took refuge in
‘her, leaving the caplain and the rest of the crew ens
deavouring to quell the insurgents by discharging smch
‘arms as are usually kept in the cabins. The captain,
observing (bt some of his men were in the boat,
and aboul to quil the ship, remonsirated so warmily
-as to induce them to return ; but perceiving that they
were overpowered, and that there was no possibility
of escaping the danger in any other way, they, lo the
pumber of lwelve, again secured the boat, and quitted
the ship.
Having fled from the fury of their enraged fellow-
‘creatures, they now became the sport of the winds
and waves, and a prey io hunger and thirsi § -afier sub
fering the horrors of which, far some days, they accis
dentally took a small turile, while floaling asleep on the
surface of the water. This they devoured, and being
-again driven to extremity for want of fuod, they soaked
their shoes, and two hairy caps, which they had among
them, in walter, and when they had become solt, each
partoak of them, TFhus, day after day passed, and the
cravings of hunger increased to such a degree that they
fell upon the harrible expedient of eating each other. To
prevent any conieniions concerning Lhe person who <hould
become the victim of their wants, ihey cast lots, and ha
upon whom the lot fell resigned his life wits manly forti-
tude, in the perquaswu that liis budy would become the
means of existence to his wretched ¢ companions. He
reyuested ta be bled to death,: the surgeon being with
them, and having his case of instraments in his pocket
when he quitted the ship. .
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No sooner had the fatal instrument touched the vein,
than the operator applied his parched lipe and drank the
blood as it fluwed, while the rest anxipusly walched
the viclim’s departing btenth, that they might satisfy the
hunger which preyed upon them. Those who glutled
themselves with human fesh and gore, and whase sto-
machs retaiped the unnalural food, svon perished with
raging insanity, from putrefaction having, it is supposed,

superseded digestion. Thus the dreary prospect became
* still more terrible 10 the survivors, who beheld their
cotmpanions expire irom the very cause which they ima-
gined would preserve thewr existence.  Those who re-
mained alirsbuted the presetvation of their lives to their
having refused to tollow the example of their feHow-
suflzrers,

On Tuesday, the 10th of Oclober, being the thirty.
eighth day sfter they had quilted the ship, Lhe forlorn
party descried the shotes but having no helm fo guide
their httle boat, ‘despait tovk possession of their minds,
end they resigned themsclves 1o their fate without
Bny hope of e.cape. Providence, however, became
their helm and guuie, and directed them to the shore.
Wen they spproached it, exhausted nature would
scarcely pecmit them o leave Lhe boat, and embrace the
carth they so ferventdy wished for; the boy fell into
th surl, and being unable to make any efforl, was
d:owned. :

Jhe remnant of the wretched twelve, exerting their
linle strength, crawled on their beliies to the mouth
of Joe's tiver, wheredhey slaked their thiret, and being
discovered by a Mr. Mascoll, then in the Bay-house of
Mr. Haynes, he humanely gave therg gll the assistance
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in his power ; but hearing that {wo men of colour had
taken possessivn of the boat, he left the two sufferers in
the care of a Mr. Mayers, a neighbouring indigent shoes
maker, who shewed them ali the hospitality of which
bis circumseribied ability would sdmit.



THE SHIPWRECK UF A PORTUGUESE SLOOP, .
NEAR THE CALAMIAN IRLANDS,

Forming part Jf the Phillipines, ia {he Year 1588,
eyttt .

Introduction—Shipwreck of w Purtuguese Sloop—Part of the
Ctrew escape on & Ralt, and lend on & desert Islund, where they
reside six Years, aubsisting upon Turtles and Geonoets, which
ailernntely visited the Island ig immmense numbers—Fuilure of
their Provisions—Their consequent Distress—They construct a
kind of Vessel with the wood thrown on Shore by the Waves, in
which they fleat to the Chiese Island of Haypan.

{GEMELLI CARRERI, a Neapolitan, one of the most
enlightened navigaiors - that  bave sailed round the
globe, has leit us an accurate account of his voyage,
Among the events related in it, we shall confive our-
selves to one which appears to deserve a place in this
collection,

Carreri, having arrived at Canlon in the month of
January, 1696, was under Lhe necessity of passing se.
veral weeks in that cily, and even of returning a second
time in March the same year. He also visited Macao,
and afier seeing every thing worthy of notice in that
town, he crossed ever to the Green Istand, a1 (hat time
belonging te tie college of Jesuils, It iy situated at a
small distance from Macae, aud is only & mile in cir-
cumference. Though nothing more than a sterile rock,
the Jesuits had erecled there a delightful pleasure house,
They had likewise succeeded in rearing plantains, ba.
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nanas, and several other fruit+treet, which surrounded
the edifice. Among other Jesuits who resided there
* was one equally eiteemed for his piely, and the charms
of his conversation. In the different interviews which
Carreri had with him, he was highly gratified by receiv-
ing from his mouth the confirmation of an extracrdi=
pary event, of which he had before heard, bal without
being able Lo escertain the degree of credit that wasdun
to it. L '
In 1688, a Portuguese sloop, bound from the coast
of Coromandel to the Phillippines, anchored in safety
in the port of Cavite, and sailed agzin soon afterwards,
iaden wiih the commodities of the country. The vessel
lrad on board about sixty persons, Moors, Genloos, and
Portuguese, sinong whom was the Jesuit missionary
found by Carreri on the Green Island, The captain
and pilot wuie not sufficiently vigilant while pavigating
the sea of the Phillippines, witich is extremely dangevous,
from the maltitude of rocks: the sloop struck on a sand-
bank mear the Calamian islands, and inslantly went to
pieces. The Muors and Gentoos; of whom the greats
est part of the crew was compezed, immediately seized
the long-boal, wiih a view to get on shore on s neighe
bouring island, but a violent gale arising during their pas-
sage, the boat foundered, apd every person was entombed
ina watery grave, The others, who had the good for-
tune 1o keep their station upon the sand, took advantage
of a quantity of planks ficating near them to reach suge
cessively the neasrest island, distant two miles from the
spot where they were wreckod, After a minute.senrch,
they found it was. destitute of water, The success of
their first attempt induced them to endeavour o pass
over {o. anolhet island, at the.distance of about threa
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leagues. They arrived there in safety by the method
they had before employed. This island, however; was
like the former, very small, low, and without wood or
water. For four days they were obliged lo drink the
blocd of tortoises to allay their thirst. Necessity at
length supplied them with invention : they employed
their ptanks lo make trenches level with the surface of
the water., Thal which remaiped in them, lost, in a
few days, part of that saltpess. The laste was al frst
disgusting; but finding that it was not pemicious,
they soon overcame the distike they st first 100k to
drink it

Providence, in conducting to this island the small
pumber of persons who had escaped from the wreck,
hed supplied them on this barren spot with resources
against Lhe cravings of hunger and thirst ; the latter, in
the manner we have alieady seen, and ihe former, by
the extraordinary abundance of turtles, it being then

the seasun for laying, They Hocked every night from, .

the sea lo deposit their eggs in (be sand. The mari.
ners wafched them, and as soon as they were at a2 ljt-
Ue distance from the water, they threw them on their
backs ; from the facility of kilting them, they procured
auch a number as to supply them with food during six
months,

Pravisions began 1o run shott, and they had scarcely
sutficient for a few days, when they saw a large species
of sea-bird, called boobies, arrive on the island. They
came regularly every year 1o ihese islands (o build their
nests, and lay their eggs. The eggs and the young
were & (wo-fold resource to Lhe unfortunale Porluguese,
who likewise killed many of the parent birds. They
‘used pieces of the planky 1o kill them, and they laid up

. 6+
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w store sifficient for half a year. Thus the (urtles and
the boobies furnished them regularly with provisions for
the two parls of the year,-without any other preparation
than drying their flesh in the sun, They likewise ate it
fresh, stewed in vessels made of a kind of earth., These
they had succeeded in moulding, afier many attempts,
but they could not use them more than once, either from
the want of a furnace o because the earth they employ=
ed was not sufficiently argillaceous. :

. Sickness, and the hardships of their situalion, had re«
duced the number of these unfortunate exiles to eighteen.
Their clothes were wern out in time, when they con-
. trived to sew togelher the skins of the birds they killed,
with needles, which ane of them chanced to have about
him when the vessel was cast away. A few small scal-
tered palin-trees, at a small distance from the coast, fur-
wished them with a kind of thread for the purpose.
Upon the approach of winter, they retired, 10 skreen
themselves ffom the cold, into subietraneous grotloes
which they had scooped out with their hands, Theywere
siluated an a gentle ascenl, facing the snuth.

Several years elapsed without any change in the si-
twation of these unhappy mesn. They sometimes per-
ceived vessels in full sail very near their island, In vain
they claimed velief by iheir cries; in vain they waved
skins in lhe air, and made fires on the elevations. Doubt-
less the fear of the sands and shallows delerred Lhe pi
lots ; 8ll passed withaut bringing to. By the qaantity
of planks and other fragments thrown upon the sand,
daring this fong interval, they even conjectured that
chipwrecks were frequent in these seas, and that they
alone were not condemned to misfortune,

voL. I, y
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The annual refurn of the turtles and birds, which
furnished them with s certain subsisience, caused
them to endure their melancholy fate with courage for
six years.  Aldhe beginning of the seventh their hopes
were still kept alive by the arrival of the turiles, which
appeared in the same abundance as ever; but in
the second semson they were cruelly disappninted.
The ‘boobies, undoubtedly terrified by the incessant
persecution they had experienced on this spot for
deveral years, returned in such small numbers, that
the shipwrecked tronp was soon seized with the ut-
most consiernation. At the same timz iwo of them,
sinking beneath Lhe weight of the evils that over-
whelmed them, and the dreary prospect of the futore,
ended their days in this land of exile, The others, be-
ing reduced in number to sixteen, grew so meagre that
they appeared like specires rather than men. In the
agitation of their minds some resigned themselves to de-
spair, while others still retained in their bosoms 2 spark
of hope, _

By degrees, however, all recovered their tranquillity,
aml having assembled, they, after somé debale, re-
soived, as the lasl expedient, to quit the island with the
chance of janding a second time on some uninhabited
coast.  They instantly fell to work, and, with the

. plavks and fragments of vessels thrown upon the shore
by the sea, they, in & few days, constructed a kind of
vessel, or rather a box. This they caulked with a
mrxture of feathers, sand, dnd turtte fat; the rigging
was compused of the nerves of turtles doubled se-
veral times, and the sails of boobies’ skiny, sewed to=
gether,  Though the construction was rude, yet
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the bark made no water, and yielded to the impulse
either of wind or of oars. They took on beard with
them the smafl quantity of provisions that re-
mained. '

With these slender resources they set sail, on 2 fine
day, imploring the assistance of Heaven. An uncer-
tain navigation of eight days, under the guidance of
the winds and waves alone, brought them (o the island
of Haynan, off the south coast of Ciina.  Afier landing
on a thore which they perceived {o be inhabiled, their
first care was lo pour forlh the grateful effusions of their
hearts to Divine Providence ; aller which they pro-
ceeded ap the country. The first natives whe descried
them were terrified, and fled with precipitation. How-
ever, sume of the Portuguese, who undersiood the
Chinese language, increasing their pace, those of i
Inhabitants who were least alarmed, observed tha 1!
étrangers were without arms, and waned tor them.
A brief recital of their misforlunes drew tears from

" Lheir eyes.-, they immediately offered them provisious,
and shewed them a spring of fresh water,  Alter they
bad satisfied the pressing necessities of thirst, they
wers conducted to the Mandarin of the island, who
with eager solicitude, provided lodgings, and suppiied
them with every thing their sitvation required. He af~
terwards procured ihem the means of returning to their
families. The Partuguese, who were not far ftom Ma-
cao, arrived there in a few days. One of them, who
was supposed by his wife 1o be dead,. was surprised to
find her wartied again. Their mutual friends prevai'ed
upon him to forgive a levity which seven years” absence
zendered very excusable.

’ F2
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The missionary, who confirmed the truth of this event,
had been sent to the Green Island to recover from Lhe
bardships he had endured, and though he had resided
there above a year, his health and sirength had scarcely
thegun to be re-established,
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THE SHIPWRECK OF TW0 EXGLISH VESSELS,.
GN THE ROCKS NEAK THE 1SLAND OF MAYOIE,

In the Channe) of Mozambiyue, ivthe Year 1700,
et ———e.

Intrcduction—Tu_ro Eunglish Vessels cast sway on. Mayols, oac of
the Comorre Islands—Tthose 4f the crew who cscaped are iil
treated by the Natives—They construct a Buat, with a vicw to-
leave the Island —Are oppesed Dy the Natives, whe attack them-
In their Hul, and et it on fire—Massacre of all the Eurgpeans
eicepiing \bva=Une of thew dies—Duelivirahicd of the olier
bwo,

FATHER TACHARD, to whom we are indebted
$or the narrative of Ocenm Chamnan, retorned to
Endia, for the last lime,.nt the beginning of the last
century, accompanied by seversl Jesuits destined for
the missioris of India and China. The Princess, the
vessel in which they sailed, left Port Louis the 7th of
March, 1701. .

Their voyage was prosperous till they mrrived at
- the Comorro Islands, when they were obliged 10 re-
main at anchor a long time at. the island of Joanna,
and afierwards to lapk aboul for a month in the chane
pel of Mozambique. They set sail for Joanna on
the 14th of August, with a fair wind, but which did
not continue long; Lhey had scarcely proceeded seven
or eight leagues when it fell calm. The currenis then
carried them towards the island of Moali, 2nd efer-
wards to the west coast of Angasi, the mest exlensive

3 :
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of the Archipelago of the Comorra Islands, where they
lay at anchor several hours,

Cur anchormg in this station, continues Fa!her Ta-
chard, was a remarkable dispensation of Providence,
in behalf of two poor Englishmen, who had been npon
the island two years, destitufe of every thing, and ex-
posed to the insalts and cruelty of the barbarous na-
tives, We had sent our long boat un shore for some-
thing that we wanled ; and lay to," waiting for her three
or four hours. When she returned we were greatly

. surprised 1o see on board of her two men, quile naked,
of & haggard and death-like appearance. One was
about thirty years old, the other did not seem to be
more than iwesty., Upon interrogating them we
learned that they had been shipwrecked near the island
of Mayote, being carried, by the violence of the cur-
rent, upon sunken racks. The first belonged to an
English East Indiaman, and the oflier came from Bos.
ton, where he had joined same English Buccaneers.
These two vessels were lost in consequence of their
pilot’s having' mistaken the island of Mayote for thet

- of Moali.  Those of the passengers and crews who
escaped, were trealed by the natives with great huma.
nity, as long gs their numbers rendered them formi-
dable. But being reduced to fificen or sixteen, by va-

ricus disorders, produced in some by the inselubrity of
the climate, or by intemperance, and in cthers by me-
lancholy and vexation, the barberians, who were no
longer intimidated, soon sought the means of depriving
them of all they had with difficulty preserved froma the
wreck, and even of their hves,

Among these unfortanale men, seven were French,
threa Germans, and the remainder English or Duteh,
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Their number diminished daily, and secing one after

the other die of misery, they took the resolution, at all

events, to leave an island where they had no hepe of
being visited by an Furopean vessel, the port being

inaccessible even to ships of the smaliest size. - With

this view, they constructed, with the remains of the

two vessels, a boat of sufficient magnitude to hold them
all, together wiith the chests of specie which they had

preserved, ‘Their preparations being compleled, they

had concluded {0 embark the following day, when the
king of the island, suspecting their intention, sent to

demand thair boal, which he said he liked very fuch.

It was obvious Lhat this was only a pretext for seizing

their money. The Europeans immediately assembled

in their hut on the shore, and alier consulting togeiber,

they vnanimously sgreed to return the king of Mayntie

as civil a denial as possible. They were aware that,

afler this step, their destruction would be attempied.,

end it was therefore necessary that they should be more

vigilant than ever. Afler receiving their answer, the

barbarians knowing that they began to be in want of
puwder, because they did not go oul a-shooting so fre=

guently as at firs{, immediately coliected in great num«

bers, surroinded, and made a furious attack vpen theic

little hut, where the besicged, who still had some pows

der, made a long and vigoreus defence,

Earaged at not being able 10 force this enlrenchment,
the barbarians resolved to set fire 10 the hut,  Asjt was
constructed only of thick mats, and covered with straw
and the bark of trees, i was soon in flames, Most
of those within it were miserably burned; some who
escaped half-ruasted wese not more forlunate, being
pul lo death without mercy. Thus, of the whole
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company, only three Englishmen escaped, .by conceal
ing themselves till the fury of the combat and the
carnage had ceased. The natives took compassion on
them, and furnivhed them with a small boat and four
men, who conveyed them 1o Angasi, the largest of the
Cumorro islands. '

The unfortunate mea met with a favourable reception
from the king of the western part of the island, where
Ahey landed.  He maintained then, at first, a1 his own
costs but being soon weary of this hospitality, he dis-
missed them to seek their own subsistence. For a year
and a half they lived upon cocoa-nuls and the milk which
Ahey procured from cows that bad strayed from home,
One of he three, beiug of a weaker constilution, was
unable 10 bear up long againsl the hardships of such &
life, fell sick, and died. His two companicns prepared
10 perform the rites of interment, but the nalives of An-
gasi, persuaded that the scii of Lheir island would be pro-
faned by the corpse of an Earopean, would nol permit
them, upan which they were obliged te consign the body

to the sea, .
Such were the details given by these two Ewglishmen

‘of their misfortunes. They were on the shore when the
long-bieat Ianded, bul perceiving that those on board Ler
wete Frenchmen, and consequently enemies to the.r
nation, they were silent, learing they might refuse to
take them away. At lengih, seeing the boat-put of aguin,
lheyswamlowards her,calling lo the men towaltfor them,
aud exerted themselves in such a manner (hat they svon
overtuck her, They were received and brought onboard.
The varrative of their distreszes, and 1he deplorable siale
in which they siull were, esciled general commiseration ;
every one was solicitous to afford them relicf, and (0 sup-

-
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ply them with clothes and provisions, Upon theiratrival
at Sural, the elder of the two repaired 1o the English -
factory; the other, who said that his father was a
Dutchman, but had setiled at Bosion, went lo resida
_among the Dutch,




THE SHIPFRECK OF THE SLOOP BETSY,

PHUILIP ATHIK, TOMMANDER,

On the Coast of Dutel Guiana, the 5th of August 1758,
R —r— =
The Belsy sails from Barbadaes for Surinam—The Ship npsets, Ly
which part of the Crew wre drowned —Extraordinary Escape of
the Captain and three others, who, with much difficully, secure
onc of the Duats—Their dreadful Situntion—Their excessive
Sufferings for eight Days from Hunger, Thirst, and Fuligue—~
Two of thew die of drinking Sca-water—The Boat, with the
Cuptain and Mate, urrives at the Island of Tobago—They are

treated with the utmost Kindness and Attention—They are
fetched uway Wy a Vessel from Barbudocs,

ON the 1st of August, £736, says Caplain Aubin,
1 set sail for Surinam, from Carlisle Bay, in the island of
Barbadoes. My sloop, of about eighiy tons busthen, was
bailt entircly of cedar, and freighted by Messes. Rescoe
and Nyles, merchants of Bridgetown. The cargo con-
sisted of provisions of every kind, and horses. Tlhe Dutch
colony being in want of a supply of thuse animale, passed
a law that no Erglish vessel should be permitied to trade
there, if hogses did not constitute part of her cargo. The
Dutch were so rigid in enforcing this condition, that if
the horses chanced to die in the passage, Lhe master of
the vessel was obliged lo preserve the ears and hoofs of

the animals, and (o swear, upon entering the port of Su-

rinam, that when he embatked they were alive, and des.
tined foc that colony.

- — e 1 ——
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The coast of Surinam, Berbice, Demerary, Oronooko,
and alt the adjacent parts, are low lands, and inundated
by large rivers, which discharge themselves into the sea.
The botiom, all aleng 1his coast, i3 composed of a kind

-of mud, or clay, in which the anchers sink to the depth
of three or four fathoms, and npon which the keel some-
time strikes without stopping the vessel. The sloop
being at anchor three leagues and a half from the shore,
m five fathoms waler, the moulh of the river Demerary
bearing 8. 3 8. W. and it being the rainy season, mycrew
drew up waler from the sea for their use, which was
just as sweet and good as viver walter. The current oc-
casioned by the trade winde, and the numerouy rivers
which fall into the sea, carried us at the rate of four
milesan hour, towards the west and north-weat,

In the evening of the 4th of August I was tacking
aboat, between the latitudes of ten and twelve degrees.
north, with a fresh breeze, which obliged me to reef my
sails. At midnight, finding that the wind increased, in
properlien as the moon, then on the wane,. rose sbove

‘the horison, and that my bark, which was deeply Taden,
Jaboured excessively, 1 would not retire to rest till the
weather became more moderate, T toid my mate, whose
name was Williams, o bring me a bottle of beer, and
both sitting down, I upon a hen-coop and Williams upon
the deck, we began to'tell stories to pass the time, sca
cording lo the castom of mariners of every couniry.

The vessel suddenly turned with her broadside to wind~

ward: I calied to ome of the seamen to put the heim

aweather, but hie replied it had been so for some time,

"1 direcled my male {o see if the cord were not entan-

gled; he informed me that it was not. At this moment

‘the vessel swung round with her bead to the ses, and
¥6
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plunged; her head filled in such a manner that she could
not rise above the surf, which broke over us to the height
of the enchor stocks, and -we were presently up to our
- necks in water ; every thing in the cabin was washed.
away. Some of the crew, which consisteJ of nine men,
were drowned in their hammocks, without ulter;ng a
cry ora groan. When the wave had passed,. I took the
hatchet that was hanging up. near the fire-place, to cut
sway the shrouds to prevent the ship fiom ypsetting. but
in vain. She upset, and turned over again, with ber -
masts and sails in the waler ; the borses rolled one over-
the other, and-were drowned, forming aliogether a mosf
- melancholy spectacle.

1 had but one small boat, abou! iwelve or thirteen feet
long; .she was fixed, with a cable coiled inside of her,
between the pump and the side of the ship, Providenti-
ally for our preservalion, there was no oceasion 16 lash
her fast; but we at this time entertained no hope of see-
ing her again, as the largé cable within her, logether
with 1he weight of the horses and their stalls, entangled
one among another, prevented her from nsmg Lo lhe sur-
face of the water,

In this dreadful sitaation, ledmg by the shrouds, and
stripping off my clothes, I looked round me for some
plank or empty box to preserve my life as long as it
should please the Almighty, when 1 perceived my mate
and two seamen hanging by a rope, and imploring God
1o receive their souls. 1 told them thal the man whe
was bot resigned (o die when it pleased his Crealor (o
call him out of the warld was not fit1o-live. I advised
them {o undress, as I had done, and 1o endeavour lo
scizg the first object that could assist them in preserving
theic lves.. Williams followed, my advice, . stripped .

- +,
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himself quite naked, and betook himself {o swimming,
“Jooking out for whatever he could find. A moment
afterwards he cried out i---Here is the boat, keel uppera
most! I immediately swam to him, and found him
holding the boat by the keel, We then sel to work to turn
her, but in vain; at length, however, Williams, who
was the heaviest and strongest of the iwo, contrived te
set his feet against the gunwale of theboat, laying hold
of the keel with his hands, and wiih a viclent effort
nearly succeeded in tarning her. 1 being to windward,
pushed and lifted her up with my shoulders on the oppe~
site side. At lengih, with the assistanee of the surf, we
turned her over, but she was full of water. 1 got into
her, and endeavoured by means of a rope belongmg to.”
the rigging, to draw ber {8 the mast of the vessel. In
the intervals butween the waves Lhe mast always rose to
the height of fifteen or twenty feet above the water, 1
passed the end of the rope fastened to the boat once round
the head of the mast, keeping hold oftheend; each time
that the mast rose out of the water, it lifted up both the
boat and me; I ihen let go the rope, and by this expedia.
ent.the boat was three-fourths emptied ; but having ne-
thing fo enable me to disengage her from the mast and.
shrouds, they fell down upon me, driving the boat and
me again undet waler.

After repeated attempts to-empty her, in which Fwas
cruelly wounded and bruised, I began to haul ¢he boat,.
filled with water, towards the vessel, Ly the shrouds 3
bat the bark had sunk by this ti_me tosuch a depth, that
only a small ‘part of her stern was lo be seen, upon
which my mate and twe other seamen were holding
fast by a rope. 1 threw myself into the water, with
the jopa of the boat in my mouth, and swam lowasds
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them lo give lhem the end to lay hold of, hoping by our
united strength, that we should be able to haul 1the boat
over the stern of the vessel ; we exerled our utmost ef-
forts, and at .this moment I nearly had my thigh broken
by a shack of the boal, being belween her and the ship.
At length we succeeded in hauling her over the sterm,
but had the misfortune 1o break a hole in ber bottom in
this man@uvre. Assoon as my thigh was a little reco-
vered from the blow, | jumped inlo her wilth one of the
men, and stopped the leak with 3 piece of bis coarse
shirt. Tt was extremely fortunate for us thal this man.
did not know how Lo swim; it will soon be seen what
benefit we derived from his ignorance; had it not been
- for this we must all have perished. Being unable to
-swim, he had not stripped, and had thus preserved his
- ¢comtse shirt, a knife that was im his pocket, and an en-
-ormous kal, in the Dutch fashion, The boat being fase
tened to the rigging, was no sooner cleared of the great.
est part of the water, than a dog of mine came fo me,
running along the genwele; I took him in, thanking
Providence for having thus senl provision for m time of
necessity. A moment aller the dog had entered, the
rope broke with a jerk of iy vessel, and I found myself
drifting away. I called my mate and the other man,
who swam (o me ;: the former lad fortunately fonnd a
small spare top-mast, which sefved us for a rudder. We,
assisted the lwo athers to get into the boat, and soon loest
sight of our ill-fated bark.

It was then (our o’clock in the mornining, as I judged
by the dawn of duy, which began to appear, so that
about two houts had elapsed since we were obliged to
abandon her. What prevented her from foundering
saoner, was my having taken on board abont 150 barrels
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of biscuit, as many or more casks of four, and 300 fir-
kins of butter, all which substances fioat upon the water,
and are spaked through but slowly, and by degrees.
As soon as we were clear of the wreck, we kept the
boat before the wind as well as we could, and when it
grew light 1 percetved several articles that had floated
from the vessel. | perceived my box of clothes and
linen, which had been carried out of ihe cabin by the
violence of the waves. [ lelt an emotionof joy, The
box contained some boltles of orange and lime wates,
a few pounds of chocolate, sugar, &c. Reading over
the gunwale of our bost we laid ‘hold of the box, and -
used every effort Lo open it on the water, for we could
not think of getting it into the boat, being of a size and
weight sufhicient 10 sink her.  In spite of all eur endea~
voure, we could not force upen the lid; we were abliged
10 leave i behind, with all the govd thioga il contained,
and, loincrease vur distress, we had by this effort almost
filled our boatl with water, and had more than cice

‘nearly sank her,

We, hawever, had the good fortune to pick up I}m-
teen onions; we saw many more, but were unable to
reach thein.  These thirleen onions and my doyg, with-
out a single drop of fresh water, or any liquor whatever,
were all that we had 10 subsist upon. We were, sc-
carding 1o my compuiation, above fifly leagues from
fand, having neither masts, sails, nor oars, to direct us,
nur any kind of article besides the knife of Lhe satlor whe
could not swim, his shirl, a piece of which we had ai-
ready used to siop the leak in our boat,’and his wide
trowsers, We this day cut the remainder of his shirt

" into 'strips, which we twisted for rigging, and then fell -

to work alternately to loosen the planks with which the
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boat was lined, cutting, by dint of time and patience, all
round the beads of the nails thal fastened them, Of these
planks we made a kind of mast, which we tied 1o the
foremost bench; a piece of board was substituted for a
yard, to which we fastened the iwo parts of the trow-
sers, which served for sails, and assisted us in keeping
the boat before the wind, steering mlh the top-masl as
mentioned before.

" Asthe pieces of plank which we had detached from
the inside of the boat were too shor!, and were nol sufs
ficient to ge quite round the edge, when the sea ran very
high, we were obliged, in order to prevent the waves
from entering the boat, to lie down several limes along
the gunwale on each side, with our backs to the waler,
and thus with our bodies (o repel the surf, while the
other, with the Dutch hat, was incessantly employed i
bailing out the water; besides which, the boat continued
to meke waler at the leak, which we were unable en-
tirely lo slop.

It was in this melancholy situation, and stark naked,.
that we kept the boat before the wind as well as we
could. The night of the first day after our shipwreck
arrived, before we had well completed vur sail; it grew
quite datk, and we conlrived 10 keep our boat running
belore the wind, at the rate of about a ieague an hour.
The second day was more'calm; we each ale an onion,
st different times, and began to feel thirst, In-the night
of 1he second day the wind begame violent and vari-.
able, and sometimes blowing from the north, which
caused me great sneasiness, being obliged to steer soutir,
in order 10 keep the boat before the wind, whereas we
could only hope 10 be saved by proceeding from east te..
wesl, :
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The third day we began to suffer exceedingly, not
enly from hunger and thirst, but likewise from the heat
of the sun, which scorched us in such a manner, that
frum the neck Lo the feet our skin was as red and as full
of blisters as if we had been burned by a fire. I then
seized wmy dog, and plunged the kuife in his throat. 1
cannol even pow refrain from weeping at the thought of’
i, but at the moment I feltnot Lhe least compassion for
"him.  We caughl his blood in the hat, receiving in our
" hands and dtinking what ran over: we afterwards drank
in turn out of the hat, and fell ourselves refreshed. The
fourth day Lhe wind was extremely violent, and the sea
very high, sothat we were more than onve nn the point
of perishing ; it wason this day in parlicolar that we
were obliged 10 make a rampart of our bodies in order
10 repel the waves, About noon a ray of hope dawned
vpon us, but soon vanished.

We perceived a sloop, commanded by Capt, Sonthey,
which, like my vessel, belonged to the island of Barba«
does, and was bound te Demerary; we coold see the
crew watking upon the deck, and shouled Lo them, but
were neilher seen nor heard, Being obliged, by the
violence of the gale, Lo keep our boal belore the wind,
“for fear of foundering, we had passed her a great dis
tance before she crossed us; she siecring direcl south,
and we bearing away to the west. Caplain Soutbey
was one of my patlicular friends.  This disappotment
so discouraged my two seamen, that they refuswed to
endeavour any lunger 10 save their lives. In spite of all
I could say, one of them would do nothing, nol even
bafe cut the water which gained upon us; I had recourse
to entreaties; [ felt at his knees, but he zemained une
moved, My mate and I, aL length, prevailed upon
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thern, by threatening (o kill them instantly with the top-
masil, which we used to steer by, and (o kill curselves
afterwards, te pul a period to our misery. This menace
macle some impression on them, and they resumed their
emplayment of beling as before. -

On this day [ set the others the example of eating a
piece of the dog, with some onions ; it was with diffi-
culty that I swallowed a few mouthfuls; but in an hour
I feltihat this morsel of foed had given me vigor. My
male, who was of a much stronger constitulion, ate
more, which gave me much pleasure; one of the {wo
men likewise tasied of it, but ihe other, whose name
was Comings, either would not or could not swallow a
morsel.

. The 6fih day. was more calm, and the sea much
smoother. At day-break we perceived an enormous
shark, as large as our boat, which followed us several
hours, as 2 prey that was destined for him. We also
found in our boat a flying fish, which had dropped there
during the night ; we divided it into four parts, which
we chewed to moisten our mouths. ~ It was of this day
that, when presied with hunger and de«pair, my mate,
Williams, had the generosity 1o exhort us to'cut off a
picce of his thigh, (o relresh ourselves with the blood,
sod (o support hife.  In the mght we had several heavy
showers, with some wind, We tried 10 get some rain-
waler by wringing the trowsers,” which served us for a
sail, but when we canght it in our mouths it proved to
be as salt as that of the sea; the mens’ clothes having
been so often suaked with sea.waler, that they, as wet!
as the hat, were quite impregnated with salt,  Thus we
had no other resource, but 1o open nur menths and catch
the drops of rain upen vur tongues, in order to cool



THE SHIPWAECK OF 115

them : after the shower was over, we again fasiened the
trowsers lu the mast,

On the sixth day the two seamen, notwithstanding
all my remonstrances, drank sea-water, which purged
them so excessively that they fell into @ kind of delirium,
and were of no more service o Williams and me.  Both
he and [ kept a nail in our mouths, und from time to
time sprinked our heads with waler, to cool them. I
perceived myself the bettes for these ablutions, and that
wy head was more eaty. We tried several Limes o eat
of the dog’s flesh, witha morsel of onten 3 but I thought
mysell fortupate if 1 could get down three or four
mouthfuls, My male always ste rather more than 1
couid. '

The seventh day was fine, with & moderate breeze,
and the sea perfectly calm, About noon the two men
who had drank sea-water grew so weak thal they be-
gan to talk wildly, like people who sre light-headed, not
knowing any longer whether they were at seg o7 Of
shore. My mate and I were so weak: too, that we could
scarcely sland on our legs, ot sieer the boat in our turns,
ot bale the water from the boat, which made & great deal
Bt the leak,

Ins the morning of the eighth day John Comings died,:
and three hours aflerwards George Simpson likewise
expired. The same evening, at sun-sel, ‘we had the
inexpressible satisfaction of discovering the high lands
on the west point of the island ‘of Tobago. Hope gave
us new strength. We kept the head of the bnat to-
wards the land all night, with = light breeze and a strong
current, ‘which was in our favour, Williams and [ were
that night in an extraordinary siluation, our {wo coms
rades lying dead before us, with the land in sight, have
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ing very little wind to approach it, and being assisted
only by the current, which drove strongly to weslward:
In the morning we were not, according 1o my compu-
tation, more than five or six leagnes from the land.
That happy day was the last of our snfferings at sea
We kepl steering the boal the whole day towards the
shore, though we were no fonger able to sland.  In the
evening the wind lulled, and it fell calm ; but about two
o'clock in the morning the curfent cast us on the beach
of the island of Tobago, at the fuot of a high shore, be-
tween little Tobago and Man of War Bay, which isthe
easlernmost part of the jsland. The bpal soon bulged
with the shock ; my unforiunate companion and I crawl-
ed to the shere, leaving the bodies of ourtwo comrades
“in the bost, and the remsinder of the dog, which was
_ quite putrid. ' '

We clambered, as well as we could, on 2l! fours,
along the high coast, which rosealmost perpendicularly
to the height of three or fuur hundred.feet, A great
quantity of leaves had dropped down ic the place where
we were from the numerous trees over our heads; these
we cellected, and lay dowoupon them 1o wait for day-
light, When it began to dawn we sought. about for
water, and found some in the holes of the rocks, but it
was brackish, and not fil to drink. We perceived on
the rocks around us several kinds of shell-fish, some of
which we breke open with a stone, and chewed them.

o moisien cur moulhs.

" Between eighl and nine o'clock we were perceived
by a young Caraib, who was sometimes walking and at
others swimming lowards the boat: As soon.as he had
reached it, he called his companions with loud shouts,
waking signs of the greatest compmssion. His cums,
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sades instantly followed him, and swam towards us,
having perceived us almost at the same time. The
oldest, who was about sixty, approached us with the
two youngest, whom we afterwards found to be bis son
and son-in-law, At the sight of us the tears fowed
from their eyes: 1 endeavoured, by words and signs, to
,make them comprehend (hat we had been nine days at
sea, in want of every thing. They understood a lew
French words, and signified that they would fetch a
boat to convey us {0 theic hut. The old man took a
handkerchief from his head and tied it Tound mine, and
one of Lhe young Caraibs gave Williams bis siraw hat ;
the other swam round the prajecting rock and brought
us a calebash of fresh water, some cakes of cassava, and
u piece of brolled fish, but we could not eal, The two
others took the two corpses out of the boat, and laid
them upon the rock, afler which all three of them hauls
ed the boat out of the water. They then left us, with
marks ¢f the utmost compassion, and went 1o fetch their
canqge. . :
About noon they returned in their canoe, to (he
-number of six, and brought with them, in an earthen
pot, some soup, which we thought deficions, We took
s little, but my clomach was so weak that I immediately
cast it up again; Williams did not voreit at all, In less
than two hours we arrived at Man of War Bay, where
the buts of the Caraibs were situated. They had only
one hammock, in which they laid me, and the woman
made na a very agreeable mess of herbs and broth of
quatracas and pigeons. They bathed my wounds, which
were full of worms, with a decoclion of tobaccd and
other plants. Every morning the man lifted me out of
he ha'nock, and carried me in his mrms beneath a
3
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leman-1ree, where he covered me with plantain leaves
to screen me from the sun, There they anointed our
bodies wiih a kind of oil, to cure the blisters raised by
the sun. Qur compassionate hosts even had the gene-
rosity to give each of us a shirl, and a pair of trowsers,
which they had procured from the ships that came from
time to time to trade wilh thero for turtles and tortoise-
shell.

After they had cleansed my wounds of the vermin,
they kept me with my legs suspended in the air, and
anointed them morning and evening with an oil extract-
ed from the (ail of a emall crab, resembling what the
English call the soldier-crab, because its shell is red.
They take a cerfain quantily of these crabs, bruise the
ends of their tails, and put them 1o digest in a large shell
upon the fire. It was with this ointment that they heal-
ed my wounds, covering them with nothing bot plantsin
leaven.

- "Fhanks to the nourishing food procured us by the
Caratbs, and their humane attention, I was able in
about three weeks to support myself upon croiches,
fike & person recovering from a severe jllness. The na.
tives flocked from all parts of 'the island to see s, and
never came empty-landed ; sometimes bringing eggs,
and at others fowls, which were given with pleasure,
and accepted with gratitude. We even had visilors
from the island of Trinidad. T cut my namre with a
knife npon several boards, and gave them to different
Caraibs, to shew them to any ships which chance might
conduct to the coast, We almost despaired of seeing
any armive, when a sloop from Orooncko, leden with
mules, and bound to St. Pierre, in the island of Man
linique, louched wt the sandy point on the yest side
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of Tobago. The Indians shewed the crew a plank
upon which my smame was carved, and scquainted them
with oor situation, Upon the arrival of this vessel at
84. Pierre, those on board refated (he circumstsnce. Se-
veral merchants of my scquaintance, who traded under
Duich colours, happencd to be there ; they transmitted
‘the information 1o my owners, Messra. Roscoe and
Nyles, who instantly dispatched a small vessel in quest
of ns.  After fiving about nine weeks with this benevo.
lent and charitable tribe of savages, | embarked andlefi -
them, when my regrat was equal to the joy and sur-
ptize | had experienced at meeting with them,

 When we were ready to depart, they furnished s
with an abundant supply of bananas, figs, yems, fowls,
fish znd fruits; particulorly oranges and lemons. I had
nothing to give them as an ackuowledgment for their
generous treatment but my boat, which they had re-
paired, and used for occasionally visiting their nests of
turttes : being larger than theit canves, it was much
more fil for that purpose. Of this I made them a pre-
sent, and would have given them my blood. My friend
Captain Young assisted me to remunerate my beneface
tors. He gave me all the rim he had wiih him, being
about seven or eight bottles, which 1 likewise presented
to-them. He also gave them several shirts and trowsers, .
some knives, fish-hooks, sail-cloth for the bost, with
needles and ropes.

At length, afler two days spenl in preparations for
our departure, we were obliged to separste. They
came down 1o the beach to the number of sbout thinty,
men, women, and children, and all appeared to feel the

» mincerest surrow, especially the old man, who had acted
like = father to me. When the vesse! lefi the bay, the

-



1) THE SHTPWHRECK OF

tears flowed from our eyes, which still continued fixed
wpon them. They remained standing in a line upon
the shore ill they last sight of us. As we eet sail about
nine o’clack in the morning, sleering north-gast, and as
Man of War Bay is situaled at the north-east point of
the island, we were a long time in sight of each other.
I still recoliect the moment when they disappeared
from my sight, and the profound regret which filled
my heart. I feared that I should never again be so
happy as | had been among Yhem. 1 love, and will
continue to love, my dear Caraibs as fong as 1 live;
1 would shed my blood for the first of Lhose benevo-
lent savages that might stand in need of my assist-
ance, if chance should ever bring one of them 1o
Europe, or my destiny should again conduct me to their
island. '

In three days we arrived at Barbadoes. T conlinuerd
to have a violent oppression on my breast, which
checked respiration, and was not yet able 1o go with-
out cratches. We reccived from the whole island
marks of the most tender interes, and the most ge.
nercus compassion ; the benevolence of the inhabi-
tants was unbounded, The celebrated Dr, Hilery,
the author of a freatise on the diseases peculiar to that
fsland, came to see me, with Drl Lilihorn.© They
prescribed various remedies, but without effect. Both
Williams and myself were unable to speak without
the greatest difficolty, Williams remained at Bar-
badoes, but I, being more afiected, and less robust,
was advised by the physicians fo return to Europe.
In compliance with their advice 1 went to London,
where I was attended hy Doctors Reeves, Akenside,
Schomberg, and the most celebrated physicians in

!
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that metropolis, who gave wme all the assistance within
the power of their art, frem which I received scarcely
any relief, At lengih, after I had bheen about a
week in London, Dr. Alexander Russell, on his
return from Bath, beard my case meniioned, He
came to see me, and with his accustomed humanity
promised to underiske my cure, withont any fee ;
but he candidly acknowledged that it would be both
tedious and expensive. Ireplied, that the generosity of
the inhabitants of Barbadoes had rendered me easy on
that head, intreating him to prescribe for me, and thank-
inghim for his obliging offers.

As be had practised for a long time at Aleppo, he-
had there seen great numbers afflicted with the same
maledy as myself, produced by long thirst in traversing
the deserls of Africa. He ordered me to leave town, to
enjoy a more wholesome air. I took a lodging at Ho-
merton, near Hackney ; there he ordered me to bathe
evety morping, confining me to asses’ milk as my only
food, exceptinga few new laid eggs, together with mos
derate exercise, and a ride on horseback every day.
After about a month of thie regimen he ordered a goat
to be brought. every morving o my bed-side; about
five o'clock I drank a glass of her milk, quite hot, and,
slept upop it, He then allowed me to take some light
chicken broth, with a morsel of the wing, By means
of 1bis dibt my malady was in a great degree removed
in the space of about five months, and 1 was in a state
to resume any occupation 1 pleased ; but my constitu-
tion has ever since been extremely' delicate, and my sto-
smach in particular very weak.

wYOL. L. . G



THE LOSS OF THE

LADY HOBART PACKET,

©n ap laland of Ice, in the Attanie Ocean, Junc 28, 1808,
And the providentiul Fscape of the Crew fu two open Boats,
Writlen by the Commander, Wefiam Dorse? Felffmots Exge

B —— e e —

, The Lady Hobart Packet takes a Frencl Schooner—Strikes on an
Island of Jee—The whole of the Crew escepe ip the Cotter and
Joliy-Boat—They are surrounded by an immense number of

© Whales—Scamty aliowance of provisions—The cutter parts
froin the Joliy in & heavy gale—They egain meet after a se-
paration of two days—Deploreble situation of the (rews—
The French Captain, in & #it of delirium, jumps overboard,
and is drowned——Arrival in Conception Bay, Newfoundiand=-
Solemmn Devotion of the Crews—They proceed to 5t John's—

+ Captais Fellowes embarks for England.

ON the 224 of June, 1803, the Lady Hobart sailed
from Halifax for England, steering to the southward
and eastward to clear Sable Istand. 'On the 24th, we
hauled to the northward, to pass over the northern part
of the Great Bank of Newfoundland, intending to keep
well to the northward, with a view to avoid the enemy’s
Cruisers.

Al 7 A.M. of the 26th, being then on the Grand
Bank, in lal. 44° 37/ and long. 51° 20/, we discovered
a large schooner, under French colours, stending te<
wards us, with her deck full of men. Feom her manmer
of bearing down upon us, we concluded that she had
been apprized of the war, and took us for a merchent
brig. We, therefore, cleared vur ship for action, and

[
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at eight, being wilhin range .of our guns, we fired a
sbol at het, when she struck her colours.  Having sent
some men on board to lake possession of the vessel, she
proved to be L’Amiable Julie, of Port Liberté, -of 80
tens burthen, new and strong buiil, bound thither. ﬁ'om
the island of St. Pierre, laden with salt fish, and comy
manded by Charles Rossé,

After taking out the captain and crew, T gave the
prize in charye to Lieutenants John Little and William
Hughes, of his Majesty’s navy, who were passengersin
the Lady Hobast, and who very handsomely volunteered
their services, With them I sent (wo of our own sea-
men, and {we prisoners, Lo adsist in navigaling the
prize. AL 10 A. M. saw two schooners ahead, fired
agun, and brought them to. Finding lthem to be Eng-

+ lish, and boand to St, John’s, 1 divided the French pri-
soners between them, excepling the captain, male, and -
one boy, nephew o the caplain, who  earnestly re-
quested to remain on board the packet.

" On Tuesday, June 281h, it blew hard from the west-
ward, with a8 heavy sea, hazy weather, and intervals
of thick fog. Abowl one in Lhe morning, the ship, then
proceeding by the log at the rate of saven miles an hour,
steuck againgd an island of ice with such violerpe that
sgveral of the crew were pitched out of their hammeocks.
Being roused from sleep by the suddenness of the shock,
I instantly ran upon deck. The helm being put hard
aport, the ship struck again upon the cbest-tree, and
then sweng round upon her heel, the stern-poat being
stove in, and the rudder carried away, before we could
succeed in our attempts to haul her off. The island of
ice appessed, al this time, 1o hang quite over the ship,

- forming & hlgh pesk, which mus{ have been at least

G2 -
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twice the height of our mast-head. The length of the
island we suppose to have been from a Quarter {0 halfa
mile. )

The sea was now breaking"over the ice in a dreadful
manuver, and the water rushing in so fast as to {ill the
hold in a few minutes. We hove the guns overboard,
cul away Lhe anchors from the bows, got lwo sails un-
der the ship’s bottom, kept both pamps going, and
baled with butkets at the main-hatchway, in the hope
preventing her from sinking ; but in less than & quarter
of an hout she setiled down to her fore-chains in the -
walter.

Our sitoation now betame most perilous. Aware of
the danger of 2 moment’s delay in heisting out the boats,
I consulied Caplein Thomas, of the navy, and Mr. Bar-
gus, my master, respecting the propriely of making any
farther efforts to save the ship ; and as I was anxious Lo
preserve the mail, I requested their opinion a3 1o the
possibility of taking it into the hoals, it the event of our
being able to get them over the ship’s side.. They
agreed with me that no time onght to be lost in hoisting
them out, and that, as the vessel was then settling fast,
our first consideration should be to preserve the crew,

Here ] cannot omit that tribute of praise, which the
steady discipline and good conduct of ali on board so
justly merit, From the first moment of the ship’s strik-
ing not a word was uttered expressive of a desire to
leave the wreck 3 my orders were promptly obeyed, and
though the danger of perishing increased every moment,
each man waited his turn to get into the boats, with a
coolness and composure which could not be surpassed,

Having fortunately succemled in hoisting out the cut-
ter and jolly-boat, the sea then running high, we placed
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{hé ladies in the former. One of them, Miss Colten-
bam, was so terrified, that she sprung frum the gan-wsle
and pitched into the hottom of the boat with considera-
bie violence. This accident, which might have been .
productive of effects equally fatal to herself and to us sll,
was pot allended by any bad comequencee. The few
provisions saveg from the mens’ births were then putin.
to the boats, which were quickly veered astern. By
this time the main-deck forward was under water, and
rothing but the quarter-deck appeared. | then ordered
my men inte the beats, and afier lashing iron pigs of
baHast to the mail if was thrown overboard.

The ship was now sinking fist; 1 called out to the
men to hacl up and receive me, intending to drop my-
seif into the cutter from the end of the try-sail boom,
seeing she wight be slove under the counter. 1 desired
Mr. Bargus, who continued with me on the wreck, to
go over finst.  In thls instance, he replied, he begged
leave to discbey my orders, adding, that he must see
. me safely over before he attemptedto go himself. Such
" cendoct, at such a moment, requires no comment; but
I should be wanting to myself and to the service, if[
did not faithfully state to their lordships {the Postmasters
General) every circumstance, however trifling ; and it
is highly satisfactory to me to have this opportunity of
recording an incident so honourable to a meritorious
officer.

The sea ran ro high at the time we hoisted out the
boats that J searcely flaltered myself we should get them
out in safety.  Indeed, nothing but the steady and or.
derly conduct of the crew conld have enabled us to
effect an vndertaking so difficuit and hazardous; and it
is but justice o observe, that no{ a man in the ship at«

3
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" tempted to make use of the Hiquor, which every one hai
in his power, While we wese getling out the culler,
I perceived John Tipper, one of the seamen, emptying
@ demijean, {(a boule containing five gallons) whicly,
upon enquiry, I found to be rum, He said he was emp-
tying it fur the purpose of filling it with water from the
scuttle-cask on tbe quarter-deck, whuh was the only
fresh waler that could be got at. This Tircumstance 1
refate as being highly credilable to the character of a
British sailor ; and the water, thus procured, alterwards
became our principal supply.

"We had scarcely quitted the ship, when she suddenly.
gave a heavy lurch o port, and went down headfore-
most, 1 had ordered Lhe colaurs o be hoisted at the
majn-top-gallant mast head, with the union downwarde,
as a signal of distress, that if any vessel should happen
to be near s, at the dawn of day, she might perceive
our calamitous situation, and afford us relied, :

I cannot attempt to describe my own feelings, nor the.
sensations of my people, thus exposed in two open.
“boats upon the vast Atlantic ocean, bereft of all assists
ance but what our own exertions could, under Provi-
dence, afford us, We narrowly escaped being swailow
ed up in the vortex of the wreck, Men accustomed to
vicissitudes are not scon dejected, bul there are irials
which human nature alone cannol, surmount. The
consciousneéss of having done our duly, and a reliance -
upon a kind Providence, enabled us to endure our ca-
larity, and we animated each olher with the ‘hope of
better fortune,

While we were employed in de]lbemtmg upon our
fulure course, a curious circurostance occurred, which, -
as il gave us considerable uneasiness, deserves 10 be
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menlioned, At (he moment when the ship wassinking,
she was surrounded by an amazing number of whales,
which al this season repair to the coast of Newfound-
land, inquest of a small fish called Capeland.  As they
approached the boats, we were entremely apprehensive
thai they might strike and materially damage them, fre-
quent inslances’occutring in lhe fishery of boats being
cut asunder by a single blow from a whale. We, Lhere-
fore, shouted, and employed every effort Lo scare them
away, but withoul effect; they appeared Lo porsue us,
and remained about the boats for the space of half an
hour, when they disappeared, wuhout haviug done us
any injury.

Alfier suemounting difficaltiés and dangers which baffle
all description, we rigged ihe foremast, and prepared to
shape our course in the best manner thal circumstances
would admit, the wind blowing from the precise point
towards which it was necessary to sail to reach the near-
est land, Scarcely an hour had elapsed from the lime
the ship struck il she foundered, The disiribution of
the crew was made in the following manner:—

Ip the cotter, twenly feet long, six feet four inches

_broad, and two feet six inches deep, were embarked '

three ladies, and myself, Caplain Richard Thomas, of
the navy, the French cummander of the schooner, laken h
by the Lady Hobart twn days before, the masier’s male,

gunner, steward, carpenter, and eighl seamen: in all’
eighteen persons; whose weight, together with that of
the provisions, brought the boat’s gunwale wilhin six or

seven inches uf the waler. From this confined space

some idea may be formed of our crowded stale; but it

if. scarcely possible for the imagination 10 conceive (he

extent of our sufferings in‘consequence of it,

: G 4
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In the jolly-boat, fourteen feet from stem fo-stern, five
feet three inches broad, and two feet deep, were Mr.
Samuet Bargus, master; Lieulenant-Colonel George
Couvke, of the first regiment of guards; the boatswain;
sail-maker, and seven seamen ; in all eleven persons.

The only provisions we had time {0 save consisted of
between forty and fifly peunds ef biscuit, one demijean
{five gallons) of water, a small jug ofthe same, and part
of a small barre! of spruce beer, one demjjean of rum,
a few botiles of port wine, with lwo compasses, a qug.
dram, a spy-glass, 8 -small tin mug, and & wine glass,
The deck-lantern, containing & few spare candles, had
also been thrown into the boat ; and the cook heving
tzken the precaution o seture his tinder-box, togeiher
with some matches that were kept in s bladder, we
were thus enabled to sieer by night,

The wind was blowing atrong from the wentward,
with a heavy sea, and the day had just dawned, Eatis
maling ourselves to be at the dislance of 350 miles from
St John’s, in Newfoundland, “with 2 prospect of a con.
tinuance of westerly winds, it wasnecessary lo observe
the most rigid economy. I represented t¢ my compa-
nions in misfortune, that our resolution, once faken,
ought, on no accvunt, to be sbandoned, and that we
must begin by sabmilling.to privations, which | fosesaw .
would be greater than 1 ventured to explain. Toeach
person, therefore, were served out balf a biscuit and a
glass of wine, which was to be the whole allowance for
the ensuing (wenty-four hours, all sgreeing to leave the
water untouched as long as possible,

While we were-employed in getting out the boats, I
had ordered the master to throw into the culter the main.
batch tarpaulin, which being afterwards cut inlo lengths,
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enabled us to form a tesoporary bulwark against the
waves. | had also reminded the carpenter to carry with
him as many tools as he could; accordingly, among
other things, he had put & few nails into his pockets,
with which we repaired the gun-wale of the cutter that
had been stove in hoisting her out. Soon after day-light
we made sail with the jolly-boat in tow, and sioud close
hauled to the northward and westward, in the hope of
reaching the eoast of Newfoundland, ot being picked ap
by some vessel. 'We passed two islands of ice nearly
as large as lhe first ; then said prayers, and returned
thanks to God for our deliverance. Al noon we were,
by observation, in lititude 46+ 33/ N. St. John's bearing
about W, 1 N. distant 350 miles, '

Wednesday, June the 29th, was ushered in with
sad variable winds from the southward and eastward,
We had passed 2 long and sleepiess night, and st the
dawn of day I found myself with iwenty-eight persons
looking up to me with agxiety for the direction df their
course, and likewise for the distribution of their scanty
allowance. Upon examining cur provisions we found
the bag of biscuit much damaged by salt water ; il theres
fore became necessary to diminish the allowsnce, to
wlhich precaustion all cheerfully assented. It was at this
moment thal I became more sensible to {he horrory of
our situation. We all returned thanks 1o Providunce
for past mercies, and offered up prayers for our future
safety. ) .

A thick fog soon afterwards came on; it continued
" the whole day with heavy rain, waich, as we had no
means of collecting it, afforded us no relief. Our crowd-
ed and exposed situation was now rendered still more
distressing from Heing thoroughly wet, no person having

G35
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been permitted {o take more than a great coal, ors
blacket, besides the clothes on his back.

The oars in both hoats were kept constantly going,
steering a W, N. W, course, every one anxiously look-
ing for a sail. At noon, a quarler of a biscuit and a
glass of rum were sarved 1o each person. St. John's
bore W, by N. { N. disiant 310 miles: no observation.
One of the ladies again read prayers to us, parlicular!y

. that for deliverance sfier a storm,

At day-break, on Thursday, ]une the 30th, we were
all so benumbed with wet and extreme cold, that half a
glass of rum and-a mouthful of biscail were served out
to each person.  The ladies, who had before refused to
faste the spirits, were now prevailed upon 1o take the

slated allowance, which afforded them much benefit,

and enabled them the betler 1o resist the se\;e:ily of the
weather. The air was raw and cold, with thick fog
snd sleet, and the sea mosily calm. We had kept at
our oars all night, and congipued to row dwing the
whaole of this day. Thejollygloal having, anfortunately,
put off from the ship with only three cars, and having

- but a small sail, which bad been converted fromg fore-
sail into a top-gallant steering sail, without needles or
twine, we wereobliged to keep her constantly in low,
‘The cutier having likewise lost two of lier oars in hoist-
ing out, was now so deep in the water, that with Lhe
[sast sea she made little way, so thal we were unable to
profit much by the light wind-.

One of the.men in the jolly boat called oul that they
bad found part of a cold ham, which had not been dis-
covered befute ; 4 morsel, about the size of a nutmeg,
was immediately distributed to each person, and the
reruainder was thrown overboard, as I was fearful jest

6
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it might hrcrease our thirst, which we had not the

means of asssaging. At noen we judged ourseives

to be onm the north esstern edge of the Grand Bank, St. .

. JYohn's bearing W. by N. 1 N. distant 246 miles. No
observation. Performed divine service.

During the greater part of Friday, July the 1st, it
blew a hard gale of wind from the W.5, W. witha
heavy sea from the same quirter. A thick fog and
sleet contimred the whole dey, the weather was ex.

_cessive cold, and the spray of the sea freezing as it
flew over the boats, rendered our siluation truly deplos
rable. Weall felt a most painful depression of spirits;
the want of nourishment, together with the continued
cold and wet weather, had rendered us almost incapable
of exertion. ‘The very confined space in the boat
would not allow us to stretch our limbs, and several of,
the men, whose feet were much swelled, called out re=
peatedly for water, I reminded them of the resolution
we had made, and of the absolute necewsily of perse-
vering in it ; they acknowledged the pmppriety of my
refusal to comply with their desire, and the water re-
mained untonched.

Al the beginning of the gale we slood to the norlh-
ward and westward ; but the ¢olter was s0 Jow in the
water, and had shipped so much sea, that we were
obliged to carry off the jolly-boat’s tow-rope, and very -
soan lost sight of her in the fog, This unfortunate cir-
cumsiance caused all of us the utmost distress ; the un-
certainty of cver again meeting our.companions in migs
fortune preduced in ns the most lively affliction, To
add to the misery of our situation, we lost, wilth the
Boat, not only a considerable part of our. stores, but aiso
our quadrant and spy-glass. About four A M.t

68
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gole increasing with a prodigiously beavy sea, we
‘brought the cutter to, by heaving the boat’s siil loose
_over the bow, aud veering it ont with a rope bent lo
each yard-arm, which kept her head to the sea 50 as to
break its force before it reached us,

1n the course of this day there were repeated cries of
a strange sail ; though 1 knew it was next to impossis
ble to discern any thing, owing to the thickness of the
fogs yet they were urged by many of the sesmen with
such apparent tertainty, that I was induced to put the
boat before the wind to convince them of their error.
As I was convinced of the dangerous consequences of
such deviations, 1 took eccasion to remonstrate with
them on the subject, representing as forcibly as I could,
thet the depression atising fiom disappointment infinitely
overbalanced the momentary relief proceeding from
such delusive expectations, exhorting them not to iffe

~dulge in the expression of such fancies. Under al
these circumstances the ladies, with a heroism that no

. words can depcribe, afforded the best examplea of pa-
tience and fortitude.

We all joined in prayers, which calmed our minds,
and inspired us with the consolatory hope of an allevia.
tion of our sufferings; on these oecasions we were all
bareheaded, notwithstanding the incessant showers, At
noon St. John'sbore W. by N. 4 N. distant 148 miles:
no cbservation,

Saturday, oly 2. It rained bard during the night

_ and (he cald became s intense that almost every person
in the boat was unable to move, Our bands asd
feet were so swelled that mapy of them tutned quile
black, owing to our confined stale, and the conslant
exposure to wet and cold, At day-break I served
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sbout the third of a'wine-glass of ram 1o each person,
- with a quarter of a biscuit, and before noon a small
quantity of spruce beer, from which we derived great
benefit, '

. During the early parl of this day it blew strony from
.the southward and westiward, with foggy weather, which
towards noon was succeeded by moderate breezes from
the ourthward and eastward. _

At half past eleven A. M. . sail was discovered to
the eastward, standing to the north-west. This sight
inspired us with the hope of immediate deliverance
and animated us.all with new life. I immediately or-
dered the people tosit asclose as possible to prevent
our having the appearance of an armed boat ; and hav-
ing tied one of the ladies shawls to the boai-hook, I rais-
ed myself as well as [ could, and waved. il from the
Jbuw as long as my sirength would permit. Having
hauled close to the wind, we neared each other fast, and -
in less than a quarter of an hour we perceived that it
.was the jolly-boal, We should have recognised her
sooner, had not an additional sail been made for her out
of one of my bed-sheets, which had been accidentally
tbrown into the boat, and was set as & bonnet 10 the
fore-sail.

It would be impossible to describe the various sensa-
tions of joy and disappointment alternately expressed
in every countenance, As soen as we approached the
jolly-boat we threw out a tow-rope lo her, and bore
away to the north-west.

We now mutually enquired info the state of our res.
pective crews, after the Jate dreadful gale ; we found -
that ihose in the jolly-boat had suffered from swelled
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hands and feet tike ourselves, and had experienced the
greatest anxiety on our account, concluding that we
had perished. The most singular ‘circumstance was,
their having steered two nights without any light, so
that our meeting again, after such tempestuons weather,
could only be autributed to the interposition of Provi-
dence. Fearing a similar accident, we made a more
equal distribution of our provisions, and having received
from the jolly boat two bottles of wine and some biscuit
we pave them some rutn in retorn,

Our hopes of deliverance had been raited to the
highest pilch. The excitement produced by our joy
began gradually ta subside, and 10 a state of artificial
elevation succeeded such a despondency, thal no argu-

ment nor entreaty could rouse some of the men to the -

common exestions of making-sail,

I now, for the first time, served out a wine-glass
full of water lo the Freuch captain, and several of
the people who appeared to have soffered most. I
had earnestly cautioned the crew not to taste the
salt water; but some of the men, nevertheless, took
large dravghts of it, and became delirious, while others
were seized wilh violent cramps and twitching of
the stomach and bowels. I again took occasion to
warn the rest of the extreme danger of such indise
cretion.

Performed divine service. At noon S John’s bore
W. by N. 4 distant 110 miles; no observation of the
sun. . N ’ '
The cold, wet, hunger, and thirst, which we expe.
rienced on Sunday, July the 3d, are not to be described,
and rendered our situation most deplorable, At eight;
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P. M. having a strong breeze from the wuthward, we
stood on under all the canvass we coold ‘spread, the
jolly-boat following in onr wake, and pulling her oare
to keep up with us. The French captain, who, for
somie days, had Jaboured under a despondency, which
admitted of no consolation, jamped overboard in a it of
delirium, and insiantly sunk. ‘The cuiter was at this
time going al such a rate with the oars lashed to the
gunwale, that it would have been imposiibleto have at- -
tempted to save him, even if he had floated. One
of the other prisoners in the jolly-boat becume so oul-
rageous that it was found necessary 1o Jash him to the
botiom.

The melancholy fale of the poor captain, whom I
bezan to esteem, affected me, at first, most sensibly ;
more, perhaps, than any other person, On the day when
I was making the distribution in the boats, he came to
me, and implored e, with tears in his eyes, nol lo leave
him to perish with the wreck. I assured him that I bad
never entertained such an idea, that as 1 had been the
accidental cause of his misfortupes, 1 would endeavour
1o make his situation as easy as possible; and that as -
we were all exposed to the same danger, we would sur-
vive or perish together. This assurance, and Lhe hope
of being speedily exchanged, if* we reached land,

. rendered his mind composed for a time; but his fore
titude soan firsook him, and the raw spirits, {o which
he had not been accustomed, produving in hif the
most dreadfully intoxicating effects, hurried on the fatal
event, '

“Fhis circumstance deeply affecied us all; the most
trifling accident was sofficient to render our irritable
stale more painful, and [ was seized wilh such welan-
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choly that I Tost all recollection for many hours, I was
seized with a violent shivering, which relurned at inter-
vals, and having refused all sustenance, my situation be-
came very alarming. Towards night—!1 enjoyed, for
the first 1ime, three or four hours sieep ; perspiration
took place, and I awoke as from a drésm, free from
delirium, but painfully alive to all the horrors that sur-
rounded me.

The sea continued to break over the boals 10 much,
that these who had strength enough were obliged to
bale without intermission. Those in the stern of the
cutter was so confined that it was difficult for any one
to put his hand into his pocket, and most of the crew
jay in water upon the boat’s bottom.

The retarn of day brought us no relief but its I:ght
The sun had only once cheered us during the whole of
out perilous voyage, and those who obtained a few hours
of interrupted sleep awoke to all the consciousness of
their raisery.

A very heavy gale of wind came on from the south.
ward, with a tremendous seg, so that the utmost vigi-
lance was necessary in menaging the helm, as the small-
est deviation would have broached the boals to, and have
hurried us to destruction.  We seudded before it, ex-
pecting every returning wave 1o overwhelin us ; but,
through the providence of Almighty God, we weathered
the storm, which begau (o abate towards night,. We
iad nearly run the distance we had supposed ourselves
from 5t. John's ; but the thickness of the fog prevented.
our seeing to any distance.

Towards evening we passed several pieces of rock-
weed, and scon afterwards Captain Thomas saw the

.wing of a backdown, an aquatic bitd that frequents
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the coast of Newfoundland, and is rouch eaten by the
fsherman, This ciccumstance inspired us with great
hopes of our epproaching the land, and every person
was employed in attentively observing whal passed the
boats. About this time a beautifol white bird, webe
footed, and not unlike a dove in size and plumage,
hovered over the mast head of the cutter, and notwith.
standing the pitching of the boat, frequently attempted
to perch on it, and conlinued to flutter there 1ilf dark.

- Trifling as this circumstance may appear, it was consi-
dered by usail as a propilious omen ; its leaving us,
and returning to cheer us with its presence, awakened
+in us & supetsiition to which sailors are said to be as all
tumes loo much addicted.

As we had every reason to conclude ourselves well
in wilh the land, the few who werg able to move,
were called upon 1o make & last exertion 1o save their
lives by rowing, and take advantage of the little breexe
we then had. It was strongly urged, thet should the
wind come off the shore in the merning, and, drive us
to feeward, ail efforts to regain it might be too late;
for, independent of our enfeebled state, the provisions
could not, with the most rigid economy, last more than
two days ; nor could the water which had remained une
touched, excepling in the instances before-mentioned,
hold out much longer, We had been »ix days and
nights, constantly wet and cold, without any other
susienance than = quarter of a biscuit and one wine-
glass of liquid for twenty-four hours; but the men,
who had appeared totally indifferent to their fate,
now summoned resolution, and as many as were able
to move Jrom the botlom of the boats applied tothe

oars.
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Monday, July the 4th, at the dawn of -day, the fog
grew so thick that we could not see far from the beat,
During the night we had been under (he necessily of
casting off the jolly-boat’s tow-rope to induce her crew
to exert themselves by rowing. We lost sight of ber,
end I found that this unlucky accident began to
creale great uneaginess; we were, indeed, so reduced,
that the most trifiing remark or exclamation agitated us
mach.

Itherefore thought it necessary to caution the people
egainst being deceived by the appearance of land, or
calling out till we were perfectly convinced of its rea-
lity, especially as fog-banks are often mistaken for land.
Several of the poor fellows, however, repeatedly ex-
claimer (hat they heatd breskers, and others, the firing
of guns, The svdnds certainly resembied the latter s
much, that I concluded some vessel had got on shore,
and was méking signals of disiress; but the noise after.
wards proved to be the blowing of whales, of which
we saw =& great number,

Soon afier day-light the sun rose in view for the se-
cond time since we quiited the wreck. During the pe-
riod of seven days that we were in the boats, we never
had an oppertunily of taking an observalion, either of
the sun, moan, or siars, nor of drying our clothes, The
fog at length began Lo disperse, and we cavght a glimpse
of the land, about a mile distant, between Kettle Cove,
and Tsland Cove, in Conception Bay, fourteen leagues
from the harbour of St. John. Almost at the same
moment we had the inexpressible satisfaction o dis-
cover the jolly beat and a scheoner standing off lowards
us from the shore.
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I wieh it were possible for me ta describe our sema.
tions al this inleresting moment. The prospect of &
speedy relief from our sufferings affected us all ina
moit temarkable way, -Manj burst into lears, some
loeked at each other wiib a stupid stare, es it doubtiul
of the realily of what 1liey saw ; while several remained
in such a lethargic state, that no language, however
amimaling and consolatory, coald rouse them lo exer-
tion. . '

At this moment, though overpowered by my own
sensations, impressed with the recollection of our sufe
feérings, and the sight of so many deplorable objects, L
proposed to offer up our thanks to heaven for our mira-
culons delivemnce. Evcry one cheetifully assented;
and assoon ‘as I opened the prayer-book, which 1 had
secured the last tims I went down to my cabin, a unis
versal silence prevailed: a spirit of devotion was ma-
nifested in-such a siriking manner on this occasion,:
that, to a sense of religion in uncultivated minds, must
be ascribed the discipline, good order, and exertion,
which even’ the sight of land could not prodace. AR
ter pcrfbrminé thia solemn duty, the people requesied

. 1o have a pint of grog each; "but fearful of the conse~ .
quences of such indulgence, I mixed some rum and
waler very weak, of which I distributed to every one
a small quantity.

The schooner being now within hail, and being made

' acquainled with our sitnation, she have to, received vs
on board, and tovk our boats in tow. The men could
now scarcely be restzained from faking copious and re.
pealed draughts of waler; in consequence of which
several felt great inconvenience from * the sudden disten-
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sion of their stomachs ; but being more cautious affers
wards, no other i effects ensued-

As the wind blew with great vielance off the coast ;
we did not reach the Iandmg place, at Island Cove
il four o'clock in the evening, Al the women and
children in the village, with two or three fishermen,
(the rest of the mem beirg absent} repaired to the
beach, and appeared deeply afferted at our wreiched
sitpation. They assisted in hﬂmg us out of the vessel,
snd in carrying us up the craggy rocks, over which we
were obliged lo pass in order to reach their habita~
tions.

It was fortunate that we fell in with the land about
Isiand Cove ; thie coast, & Very few miles farther to the
northward, being inaccessible, and lined with danger~
ous re=fe of rocks, for which, if we had seen them in
the night, we should certainly have pashed. Our situe
stion had become so desperate, that I had resolved lo
Jand st the first place we could make, and in this case
we must have alf perished.

The three ladies, Colonel Cocke, Captain Thomas,
and myself, were conducted to the house of Mr. Lilly,
a planter, who received us with great attealiou and
humanity. ' Buat as this small village afforded neither
medical aid nor fresh provisions, of which we stood so
much in need ; potatoes and salt fish being the only
food of the inhabitanty: [ resolved 1o fuse mo time in
proceeding to 5t. John's, and hired = smalf schooper fox
that parpose.  Placing the moust infirm in the schooner,
we embarked on the Tih of July, in three divisions;
the masler’s mate having charge of the cuiter, and the
boatswain of the joily boat. Such, however, was the

-
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exhansted slate of almast the whole party, that the day
was considerably advanced before we could get-under
weigh.

At two P, M, we made sail with the JoI[y-boat in
tow, and the cuiter in company, standing along the
-coast of Newfoundland with a favourable breeze. To.
wards dusk it began to blow hard, ia squeils off the
fand, when we lost sight of the cutler, aud were soon
afierwards obliged 10 come to anchor outside of St.
John's harbour. We enterlained great apprehensions
for the safety of the cutier, as she had no grapnel, and
feared that she might be driven out to sea.

The ladies, Colonel Cooke, Caplain Thomas, and
myself, conducted by Mr. Lilly in the jolly-boat, left
the schaoner where she anchored, notwithsanding the
badness as well as the extreme darkness of the night,
and reached the shore about midnight. After wander-

-ing for some time about the streels, there being no
house open al that late hour, we at length obtained ad-

_ mittance into a small house, where we passed the re..
mainder of the night on chairs, as it contained but one
miserable bed for the lndies.

At day-light we had the satisfaction to perceive the
cutter and schooner entering the harbuur. the former,
as we afterwards learned, having had the good fortune
to fall in with a fishing vessel, 10 whlch she made fast
during the night,

Early in the moraing, our circumstances being made- .
known, hundreds of people crowded down to the land-
ing place. Nothing could excead (heir astouishment,
when they saw the boats which had carried twenty-
nihe persons such a distance over a boisterous sea ; and.
when they bebcld so many miserable objects they were
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unable to conceal their emotions of pily and concern.
I waited on Brigadier-General Skerritt, who com-
manded the garrison: upon being informed of our si-
tustion, he immediately ordered down a pariy of soldiers
to take the people out of the hoals, and with the uimost
Lindness and humanity, direcled beds and every neces-
sary article to be prepared for the crew.

The greatest canlion was found necessary in admi-
nistering nourishmient lo the men. Several were so
much frost-bitlen as 10 require constant surgical attend-

-unce. [t was therefore determined that they should
continue at St. John's {ifl they were in a fit stale to
be removed to Halifax, for which purpose I hired a
schoaner.

- Being anxions fo return Io Eng!and, I enjaged the
eabin of o small vessel bound 1o Oporto, and on the
11th of July embarked with Mrs. Fellowes, Colonel
Cooke, Captain Thomas, Mr. Bargus the master, and
the colonel’s servanl, who, during the voyage home,
lost several of his toes, in consequence of what he had
suffered. I left the ship’s company in charge of the
masier’s mate, with directions (v conduet them to Ha-
lifax, where they would be enabled to procure a speedy
conveyanoe Lo their own country.

- Having taken lenve of our hospiteble friends at St.
Jobr’s, and recommending the compasions of our hard.
ships to their proteciibn, we put 10 sea with favourable
weather. During a voyage of fifteen days, we bad a
fow difficulties lo encounter, such as pumping contis
nuslly, the vesial having sprung a lesk in a- gale of
wind, and wete obliged 1o 1hrow overboard e comai-
dezsble part of her cargo of sali fish,
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On the 26th of July we fell in with an American
ship, the Bristol Trader of New York. The owner,
Mr. William Cowley, being mada acquainied with our
distressed siluation, and our having been shipwrecked,
immediately hove to, received us on board with a bene-
valence and humanity that reftect honour on his charac-
ter, and brought us safe to Bristol, where we had the
happiness to artive on the 3d of August.
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SHIPWRECK OF
TRE PORTUGUESE VESSEL THE ST  JAMES,
Of the East Coast of Africa, in 1586.

Bt e i - ) .
The James, a Portuguese Ship, through the ohatinacy of the Cap-
wilh some of the Crew, escapes 1o

tain, strikeson & Rock—He,
one of the Boats—Purt of those who remain save themselves in
of a Chief,

the Pinoace—~The latter submit to the authority
rs the weakest of the Crew to be thrown overboard—
Striking instance of frategal affection displayed by oue of
themu—Tbe two Boats reach the Coast of Aftica, and the Sur-
ive a1 Mosambique—Fate of the Captain.

who orde

¥ivors arr

THE Portuguese still maintained, towards the end of
the sixteenth century, that reputation which they had
scquired in the East Indies by their conguests and their
courage. ‘Their prosperily was, however, occasionally
interrupted by misfortungs, which were somelimes at-
tributed to the obstinacy "and ignorance of the captains
commanding the vessels of that nation, Of the fatal
effects arising from those causes the following narrative
affords a striking instance.

In the month of May, 1586, intelligence was re-
ceived at Goa of the Joss of the admiral’s ship the St.
James. The account of this disaster stited that, after
doubling the Cape of Good Hope, the captain con-
ceiving he hud neither rocks nor other dangers 1o dread,
procecded under full sail, without observing his charts,
or 2l least ot with the attention which he ougbl. Hav-
ing a favourable wind, be made much way in & short

2 :
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time, but was driven out of his course towards tue rocky
called Bassas de India, distant about 50 leagnes from
the island of Madagascar, and seventy from the con-
tinent, )
Perceiving they were 0 near these rocks, and in im-
minent danger of striking upon them, several of the
passengers, who had frequently traversed those seas,
were much alarmed. They represented to the captain,
that being in the midst of the rocks it was extremely
dangerous to suffer the ship to fun under full sai!, par-
ticularly during the night, and in a scason’ when tem-
pests were very frequent, The caplain, regardless of
their prudent remenstiances, exerted his authority, or-
“dered the pilots to follow his‘commands, adding, that
the king’s commission entitled him te ohedience, and
that his opinion ought to be faken in preference. How-
ever, between eleven and twelve o'clock the same night,
the vessel was driven towards the rocks, and siruck
- without a possibility -of being got of. A confused cry
of distress resounded, in every direction, from a muli-
tode composed of above five hundred men and thirty
women, who, having. no other prospect before their
eyes but inevilable destruciion, bewailed their fate withs
the bitterest tamentations, Every effort ta save the ship
pruved ineflectual.  The admiral, {Fernando Mendoza)
the captam, the first pilot, and 1en or iwelve other per-
sons, insianily threw themselves into the boat, saying,
they would seek upon the rocks a proper place for col-'
lecting the wreck of the ship, with which they anight
_aflerwurds construct 8 vessel large enough {0 convey
the whole of the crew to the continent.  With this view
they actually landed on the rock, but being unable 1o
find = spot proper for the execution of their des:gn, lhey
YOL, 1. L]
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did not think proper to return 1o the ship, but resolved? -

to steer towards lhe African coast. Sove provisions
which had heen thrown in haste inlo the boat were dis-
tributed among 1hem; they then directed their course
towards the coatinent of Africa, where they arrived in
safety, alter a voyage of seventeen days, and enduring
all the horrors of famine and lempestoous weather.

Those who remaived on board finding that the boat
did not relurn, began to despair of saving their lives.
To add to their distress, the vessel-parted between the
two decks, and the pinnace was much damaged by the
repeated shockg she sustained from the fary of the
waves. The workmen, though very expert, despaired
of being ahle to repair her, when an Tialian, named
Cypriano Grimaldi, leaped into her, accompanied by
ninely of the crew, and assisted by most of those who
had fullewed him, instantly fell to work to pat her into
a condition lu keep the sea-

Those whe could nol get on board the pinnace be-
held her bearing away from the wreck with tears and
" lamentations. Several who could swim threw them.-
selves into the sea, in the hopes of uvertaking her; and
Fome were on the point of getling on board, when 1heir
more forlunale comrades, flearing they should be sunk
with the weight of all those who endeavoured to obtain
sdimittance, pushed them bick inlo the-sea, and with
their sabres and halchels cat, withoul mercy, the handa
of such as would not quit their hold. 1t i3 impossible
to de-cribe the anguish of those whe remained on the
floating tragments of the wreck, and witnessed this bar-
barous scene. Sceing themselves cul off from every
jeciece, their cries and lamentations woulld have melt.
ed the hardest heart.  The situation ol those in the pin-

G
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* mace warnot much belter; their great nusber, the want

., of pravisions, their distance from the land, and the bad
- gondition.of the cragy bark that bore them, contribyled
" to fill them with gloomy presentiments. Some of the
most resclute, however, to prevent the aoarchy and cone
fusion which would have aggravated their misery, pros

- posed to their companions to submit (o the authority of
a caplain, To this they ali agreed, and immediately
chose g nobleman of Periuguese extraction, but born,
in India, to command them, investing him. with abso~
lute power, He instantly employed hie authority, in
causing the weakest, whom he merely pointed cut with
his finger, to be (hrown overboard. In the number of
these was a carpenter, who had assisted in repairing ther
pinnace; (he only favor he requested was a little wine,
after which he suffered hinself to be thrown into the
»ez without uttering a word.  Another, who was pro-
scribed ig the same manner, was saved by an uncom=
mon exertion of fraternal affection. He was already
seized, and on the point of being sacrificed to imperious
necessity, when lis younger brother demanded & mo~
ment’s delay. He observed that his brother was skilful
in Lis profession, that his father and mother were very.
old, and his sisters not yet settled in fife; that he could
not be of that service to them which his brother might,

"and as circumstances required the sacrifice of one of
the two, he begged to dis in his siead, His request
was complied with, snd he was accordingly thrown ipto
the sea. But this courageous youth followed the bark
spwards of six huurs, makmg ineessant eflorts 10 get on
board, sometimes on one side, and wmetimes on ihe
other, while those who had throwr him over endeavour-
€d to keep him off with their swords, But that which

He



-~

148  THE SHIPWRECK OF THE 5T. JAMES. .

appeared likely to accelerate his end, pmﬁed his preser~ -

vation. The young msan snalched al a sword, seized
it by the blade, and neither the pain, nor the exertions
. made by him who held it, could make him guit hisgrasp.
bIht;-. others, admiring his resolution, and .moved with
the proof of fratersal affection which he had displayed,
unanimousty agreed to permit him to enter the pinnace..
At length, afier having endured hunger and Lhirst, and

encountered the dangers of several tempests, they landed:

" &n the coast of Aftica on the twenlieth day afier their
shipwreck, and there met with their companions who
had escaped i the first boat.

The rest of the crew and passengers left on the wreck
Tkewise altempled to reach the land. Collecling some
loose rafters and planks, they formed a kind of faft, but
were overwhelmed by the first sea, and alf perished,
excepling two, who gained the shore, Those who had
reached the coast of Alrica had notarrived at the end of
their sufferinge; they had scarcely disembarked, when
they fell into the hands of the Caffres, a savage and in-
human people, wha stripped and Jeft them in the most
deplurable state, [iowever, mustering vp their courage
and the little strength they had left, they arrived at the
place where the agent of the Poringuese, st Sofala and
Maozambique, resided. By him lhey were received
with the utmost humanity, and afier teposing a few
days, after their fatigues, they reached Mozambique,
and repaired from thence to India. Only sixty satvived'
out of all those who had embarked in the St James; alf
the rest perished, eilher at sea, of fatigue, or hunger,
Thus the impredence of an individual occesioned the
Joss of a fine vessel, and the lives of above four hundred
and fifty persons. .
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Upon the captain’s teturn to Europe, the widows and
arphans of the unfortunate sufferers raised such loud
complaints against him, that he wes spprehended and
put i prison; but he was soon afierwards released,
The former catastrophe was not a sufficient lessor for
ihis self-sufficient and obstinate man, He undertook
the command of another vessel in 1538, and had nearly
lost her in the same manner, and in the same place,
Fortunately at-syn-rise h2 discovered the rocks, towards
which ke was running with the same imprudence as in
his former voyage. But on his return from India to
Poriugal, he wanlost, together with the vessel he was
on Loard of; thus meeting with the just punishment of
his culpable obstinacy and miscondact,

ny
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THE LOSS OF 4N ENGLISH SLOOP,

On the Coust of the Ialang of Cape Breton, iz 1768,
e

Captain Prentiey embatks in  Stoop bound from Quebec o New
Yort—The Ship endangered by the Ice inthe Gulf of St Law-"
yepce—Misconduct of the Captain—Loss of o Brig by which
the Sloop was accompapied-—DangerousSituation of the latter—

_ Bhe stitkes oo 8 Sapd-Bank—Capluin Prentics, with three
pthets, get on shore in the boat-—They suffer excessively during
the night from the cold--One of theirnamber is frozen 1o denth
—-Those who remained on board fortummtely tesch the {and—
They save some articles from the weeck and build » hot—Thep
repeir the Boat with a view 0 reconpoiire the coast, in which
six of the company erabark —Eatreme Hardships they endure
in this expedition—Its interruplioh— Melancholy state to which
those engaged in it were teduced--They are discovered by
¥wo Sawages, who convey them to their hahitations, and fetch
the three survivors of the remainder 1eft behind st the hxt—
Cuptain Prenties hires two of them to conduct bim to Halifsx

~—-Periions voysge to that place,

"THE man of true courage, even in the most desperate
situations, invariably finds resources within himsell, Of
this the journal of Captain Prenties, of the 341k regi=
ment of foot, afords the reader a striking example.

. Being charged, says that officer, with the dispaiches
delivered to me by General Haldimand, commander in
chief in Canada, for General Clinton, I embarked on
the 17th of November, 1780, in a small sloop bound
from Quebec to New York. We set sail in company
with & brig destined for the same place, and carrying &
duplicate of the dispatches. Having descended the St.

PR
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Lawrence to the harbour called St; Patrick’s Hole, we
were delained in that port by a contrary wind, which
continved six days. The winter began {o set in, and
ice, of considerable thickness, was soon formed on the
banks of the river by the intenseness of. the frost.
Would to heaven it had continaed a few days longer !
By absolutely preventing us from preceeding, it woukd
have saved us those misfortunes, the marrative of which
begins with that of our navigation.

Before we reached the mouth of the river, it was dis-
covered (hat the sloop had sprang a small leak. We
had scarcely entered the gulph, when (he ship began to
make considerably more water, and though two pumpa
were kept constantly going, we still had two feet water
in the hold.  On the other hand, the severity of the frost
had increased, and the ice collected about the ship so
as to render us apprehensive of being enfirely surround-
ed. We had on bosrd only nineteen persons, six of
whom were passengers, and lhe olhers bad seamen,
As to the captain, to whom it was natural to look up
for assistance in this predicament, instead of attending
to the preservation of the ship, he passed the time in
getting drunk in his cabin, without beslowing a lhmlght
upan our safety. -

The wind conunmng to blow wilh the same violence,
and the water having risen in the hold t& the height of
four feet, cold and fatigue produced a general des-
pondency among the crew. The seamen unanimously
resolved Lo desist from their work. They abandoned
the pumps, and shewed the uimost indifference io their
fate, declanng they would rather go to the bottom with
the ship than exhaust themselves by useless labour in
such a2 dexperate situslion. It must be acknowledged,

' " %] ’
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that for several days they had vudergone excesive fa
tigue, without any inlerval of relaxation, The inactis
vity of the captain had the eflect of dishearlening them
sill more. . However, by encodragement and promises,
and by the distribution of wine, which I ordered very
seaxonably to refresh them, 1 at fengllf overcame their
Teluctance.  During the interraption of their fabous the
- water had risen another foot in the hold; but their
activity was su increased by the warmth of “the liguar,
which I gave them every half hour, and they stuck so
ciosely to their work, that the water was soon reduced
Lo less than- three fect. ) '
. 1t was now e 3d of December. The wind appeared
every day (o become more violent instead of sbating,
The cracks in the vessel continued 10 increase, while the
fee altachtd to her sides augmented her weight and
checked her progress. It was necessary to keep con-
stantly breaking this crust of ice, which lireatened o
envelop the ship. The brig by which we were ac-
gompanied, 50 far from being able to lend us any assists
ance, was in a situation still more deplorable, having
struck upon the rocks near the isand of Coudres, through
the ignarance of the pilot. = A thick snow, which then
began 1o fall, concealed her from us. The guns which
we fired alternately every haif hour formed the whole
of cur correspmidence,  We soon had thé mortification
to find that our signal was nol answered. She perished, -
together with her crew of sixteen persons, while it wag
impossible for us even to perceive theit disaster, or to
endenvour 1o pick them up.

The pity with which their melancholy fate inspired
us was soon diveried te ourselves, by the apprehension.
of new danger. The sea ran very high, the snow feil
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“excessively thick; the cold was insapporlable, end the -
whole crew z prey to dejection. Thus situated, themate
“exclainied,” that-we could not be far rom the Magdalen
-Islands, a confused heap of rocks, some of which raise
their heads ebove the sea, while others are concezled
"beneath the surface. of the water, and have proved fa~
tal {o great numbers of vescels.  In fess than two hoars
-we heard the waves ‘break ing with & great noise spon
" - those rocks, and sobmrafterwards discovered the princi-
-pal island called the Dead Man, which we' with diffi-
‘cully aveided.  Our appreheasions of danger were not
-the less alarming, smidst a mubitude of rocks which
there was little probability of our escaping with the same
-good fortune; as the snow, ‘which fell faster then ever,
scarcely suffered us to see from oone end of the ship to
“the other. 1t would be difficult to describe the conster.
~ -mation and horror wiih which we were seized during
‘the whole of this passage. But when we bad cleared
-it, & ray of hope'dawned upon the hearts of the seamen,
‘who, upon commidering the danger they. had just es.
caped, no longer doubted the interposition of 'Provi-
"dence in their favour, and redoubled theis efforts with
new ardour.
The sea became more furbulent during the night, and
‘gt five o’clock the next morning a prodigious wave broke
over the ship, staved in her ports, and filled the cabin,
Fhe impetuosity of the waves having:drivesi in the stern.
post, we endeavoured to stop the apertures with bedf
_cut in slices; but this feeble expedient proved ineffec-
tual, and the water coniinued 1o guin. upos us more
sapidly than ever. The afirighted crew had suspended,
for & moment, the working of the pumps; when they
were about f¢ resume (beir labour they found them
H 3
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. frogen sq hard that it was i possible Lo work lhaa Ritere

. wards.

1

From that mowment wa loat all hape of saving lhe ship;

“and all our withes were confined to her keening mbove

water, et least lilf we reached St. John's, or some oiher
island in the gulph, where we might be sble to land
with (he aid of our boat.

Being loft al the mercy ofthe wind, we dursi not per-
form any mancsuvre, for fear of giving sore dangerous
shock to the vesse], The weight of water, which was

“inceegsing every minute, retarded her progress, and the

mare rapid waves, whose course she checked, returned
with fury and broke over the deck: The cabin, in which
we had (sken refuge, afforded a leeble protection
dgwinet ibe bowling tempest, and scarcely shellered v
from the viclesce of the icy waves. We were every
moment apprehensive of sesing our rudder carried
away, sad our mast go by the board. The gulls and
wild ducks whick hovered around us, teslified, il s true,
that the Labd .conid not be far distant g but the very ap-
proach to it becaine a new subject of Lerror. How
were we lo escape the breakers with which it might be
serrounded, unable ss il were to avoid, or even to pes-

‘ceive them through the ¢loud of snew in wirich we were

enveloped ! Such, for a few hours, was owr deplosable

. sikuation, when the weather, having suddenly cleared,

e at length percemed the land at the distance of three

leagues. - .

The sentiment of joy, wib which the firat pight of it
inspived us, was much abated ppen a mote d:snuw.l view
of the enormous socks which appearsd 1o rise pérpen-
dicelasly along the coast in erder to repel us. The
vestel, bedides, shipped such beary seas as wauld have
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sunk her, hud she been more deeply laden. . At each
suceessive shock we were afraid of seeing the ship go
to pisces. Our baut was 100 small to contain the whole
of 1the crew, and the sea 100 rough to trust to such &
feail support. It appesred as if we hed wade this fa(al
kand only to render it a witness of our loss.

Meanwhile we oontinued ta approach it. We were
not sbove a mile distan!, when we discovered, with
transport, around the menacing rocks, 2 sandy bench,
towards which our coarse was directed, while the was
ter’decrensed so fast in depth, as 10 prevent our ap-
proaching within fifty or sixty yards, when the ship
struck. The fate of our lives was now about to be
decided in.a few minuales.

At length the vessel situck upon the sand with great
wiolence. At the frst shock the mainmast went by
the board, and the tifler was unshipped with such force
thet the bar almost kilied one of the seanmten.  The M
rious seas which dashed against the ship on every side
staved in the stern, so that having no lunger any shelter
in the cabin, we were-obliged to go upon deck, and to
hold fast by the rigging, fur fear of being washed overs
board. In a few moments the vewsel righted a little,
bul the keel was broken, and the body of the ship seemed
ready 10 go to picces.  Thus atiour hopes were reducett
to the boal, which 1 had infinite tronble to get overe
board, being 4o covered within and without with lamps
of ice, of which il was necessary to clear her, Most of
the crew having taken wine to endeavour to overcome
the fright with which they were seized, I gave s ghass of
brandy o thuse who were sober, und asked if they were
wilfing to embark with me in the boat, for the purposs
of getting on shore, ‘The sea was 20 rough that it ap+

ué
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peared impossible for our crazy bark to keep it'a mo-
ment without being overwhelmed, Only the mate,
two seamen, and & young passenger, resolved to risk
themselves in a boat,

- In the first moment of danger I had put my dispaiches
in a bandkerchief, which I tied round my waist, - Re-
gardless of the rest of my property, ¥ seized a halchet
and a saw, and threw myself into the boat, followed
by the mate and my servant, who, more thoughtful than
myself, had saved oui of my box a putse of one hundred
and eighty guineas. The passenger, not springing far
enough, full into .the sea, and our hands were so bes
nurebed with cold as fo be almost incapable of affording
him the smallesi assiMance, When the two seamen
had got into the boat, those whe had most obatinately
refused io try the sgme fortune, implored us to receive
them; but being apprehensive that we should founder
with the weight of such a number, 1 ordered the boat
to put off frore the vessel. I soon had occasion to con-
gratulate mysell for having sifled a sentiment of com.
miserafion which might have proved fatal to them,
Though 1he shore was not sbove fly yards distant,
we were met hall way by a prodigious wave, which
half Ailed the boat, and would infallibly have upset her
hmd she been more heavily laden. A second wave
threw us with viclence upor the shore,

The joy to find curselves at length secure from those-
dangets which had so long kept us in the most cruei
alarms, ceused us $0 forgel, for a moment, thal we had
only escaped ane kind of death, probably to endure.
another more terrible-and painful, While we embraced
each other, in our first transporis, and congralulated
ourselves on our escape, we conld not but be sensible
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of the distresses of our companions whom we had left
ou hoard, and whose lamentable cries we heard amidst
the hoarse noise of the waves. Whal avgmented the
affiiction into which we were plunged by this. senlis
ment, was, our being unable to afford them any kind
of assistance, Our boat thrown upon the sand by the
avngry waves, plainly testified the impossibility of her
breaking their force and returning 10 the vessel,

Night was fas{- approaching, and we had not been
long upon this icy shore when we found ourselves be-
.numbed with cold. We were obliged to walk over
the snow, which sunk under our feet, to the entrance
of a litlle wood about two handred yards from the
shore, which sheltered us a little from the piercing
north-west wind, We yet wanted a fire to warm our
chitled limbs, and had no means of kindling one. The
tinder-box, which we had taken the precaution fo
put into the boat, had got wet by the last wave
that drove us on shore. . Exercise alone could prevent
our being frozen, by keeping our blood in circyla--
Lion.. C
Being better acquainted than my companions with
the pature of these severe climales, I recommended to
them tokeep themselves in molion, in order Lo prevent
being oyerpowered by sleep. But the young passen-
ger, whose cluthes were soaked in the sea water, and
were frozen stiff apon his body, was unable to resist
the drowsy seasation always produced by the excesave
cold which he experienced. In vain 1 employed, by
turns, persvasion and force to make him keep upun his
legs. 1 was oblized to leave him 1o his supineness,
Afler walking abeut hajf an. hour, 1 was mysell seized
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. with such a powerful inclination to sleep, that I felt my..
self ready every moment to sink to the ground in ordef
to gratify it, till 1 returned to the place where the young
man was faid. I put my hand to his face, and found it
quite cold, when I desired the male to feel it, We both
conceived him to be dead. He replied, with a feeble
voice, that he was not, but that he felt his end wp-
proaching, and intreated me, il I survived, to write to
his father at New York, and inform him of his fate. In
ten minutes we saw him expire, without any pain, or at
lcast wilhout strong convuisions. I relate this incident
to shew the effect of violent cold on the homan body
during steep, and 10 shew that this kind of death is not
always accompanied with a sensation of fuch excessive
pain as is generally supposed.

This dreadful lesson was incapable of inducing the
others to resist the inclination to sleep by which they .
were attacked. Three of them lay down in spite of my
exhorfations, Seeing that it was impossible to keep
ther on their legs, | went and cut two branches of trees,
one of which T gave to the maie, and my wholeemploy~
ment, during the remainder of the night, was to prevent
my companions fiom sleeping, by striking them as soon
as they closed their eyes, This exercise was of benefit
to oursclves, at the snme fime that it preserved the
others from the danger of almost certain death.

Day-light, which we awaited with suci impatience,
al tength appeared. [ ran to the shore with the mate,
1o endeavour o discover some vestige of the ahip, though
we had very little hopes of finding any, What wasour
surprize and out satisfaction to see that she had beld

together, notwiihstanding the violence of the wind,
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which memad strong enough 1o dash her into a thoo
sand pieces doring the night!  The firsl thing 1 did
way (0 contrive how to get the remainder of the crew
of shore. The vessel, since we quilted her, had been
driven hy the waves much nearer the shore, and the diw
tance by which she was separaied from it, | knew most -
_be much less at low water, When it was come, I
called outlo tho peaple 5n the ship to tie a vope to
her side and [et themselves down one afier the other,
They adopied thit expedient. Walching atiensively
the motion of the sea, and reizing Lhe opportusity of
dropping al the moment when the waves retired, (hey
all got on shore withoul danger, excepling the carpens
ter. #e did not think proper ro trust him<elf jo that
maonet, or probably was usable to stir, having used
his bottle rather loo freely during the nighl,  The ge-
neral safely was attached to thel of each individusl, and
¥ was doubly rejoiced Lo see around me such a number
of my companions in misforlune, whom 1 imagined
to be swallewed up by the waves but a few houns
before. :

Thecaptain, before he lefl the ship, fortunately pro-
vided himself with all the materials necessary for light-
mgafire. The company then proceeded towaids the
forest : some fell Lo work (o cut wood, athers ig collect
the dry brancher scaltered on the ground, and scon a
bright.fleme, rising from a large pile, preduced a thonw

“sand acclamadions of joy, Considering the estrenie
cold which we bad so Jong endured, nu enjoyment could’
-equal that of a good fire. We crowded round it ss.
clasely as possible to revive our benumbed linbs,  But-
this enjoyment was succoeded, in general by excru-
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-ciating pain, as soon'as the heat.of the fire penetrated
into those parts of the body which had been bitten by
the frost.  The mate and myself were the only excep-
dions, on account of the exercise we had taken during
the night.  All the others had been more or less attack.
ed, bath in the ship 4nd on shore. The convalive
movements produced .in our unfortunate companions,
by the viclence of the turments they endured, woufd be
100 horrible for desctipsion.
When -we came to make a review of our company,
I observed thar Captain Green, a passeager, was mis -
“sing. I was informed that he had tallen asleep in the
ship, and had been frozen 1o deaths  Our anxiety was
tenewed ort account of the carpenter, who was left be.
hind. The sea continued to roll with unabated fury,
s0 that it was impossible 10 send tbe boat to his relief,
we were obliged to wail the return of low water ;
when we, at length, persuaded hith to come on shore
in the same manner as the others; which he did with
extrerne difficully, being reduced to a state of the ut-
most weaknem, and frozen in almrost every part o{ his
body
Night arrived, and we spent it rather more comfort.
ably than the preceding. Yet, notwithstanding we were
careful to keep up alarge fire, wesuffered considerably
from the sharpness of the wind, against which we had
no shelter.  The trees were scarcely sufficient to pro-
tect us from the snow, which fell in immense flakes, as
if to extinguish our fire, _While it scaked through oor
" clothes on the side exposed te the fire, on our backs it
formed a heap which we were obliged to shake off be-
fore it froze into ice.  The craving sensation of hunger,
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8 new hardship, that we had hitherto been unagguainted
with, was now added to that of cold, which we had 3o
wuch difficulty to endure.

Two days elapsel, every moment of which added to
the painful recollection of our past misfortunes, the fer-
ror-of & still more distressing futurity. Al length the
wind a2nd the sea, which had combined to prevent us
from spproaching the vessel, redoubled their united
elfurts te destroy het. 'We were apprized of her fate
hy- the noise of her breaking up. We ran lowards ths
shore, and saw part of the cargoalready foating, which
the iropetuosity of Ihe waves washed through the vpen-
ings of her sides. Fortunately the tide carried part of
the wreck upon the beach. Froviding ourselves with
- Jong poles, and 1he oars of our boal, we proceeded along

the sand, drawing on shore whatever was most .useful
within our reach. It was thus that we saved a few casks
of salt beef anda considerable quantity Of’onione, which
the captain had taken on board to sell. Qur atiention ¢
was likewise directed 1o the planks that were detached
from the vessel, and which might prove serviceable to
us inconstructing & but,  We coilected a greal num-
ber, which we dragged into the wood to be immediately
enployed for the above mentioned purpose.  This was
no easy undertaking, as. few of us were able lo go o
work ppon it.. Our success this day, however, in-
spired us with couruge, and the food we had procared
supporling our sirength, the work had advanced con-
siderably by the close of the day.  The light of our fire
enabled as to continue i after daik, and by Len o'clock
_at night we had a hut twenty teet long, ten broad, and
. sufficiently solid, thanks to the trees which supported
it at certain distances, to withsiand the force of the
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wind, but not close enough {o shelter vs entirely from
ihe cold.

The twn succeeding days were cmployfd either in
cnmpletmg our edifice, m"ectmg, dunng high waler,
what (he tide brought from the ship, orin taking an ac-
count of our provisions, in order to establish the propor.
tion in which they ought to be distributed. We had
not been able to save ary bisenil, which was thorongh-
ly soaked with sea water, Jtwas agreed, that each per-
son, well or ill, should be confined Lo 8 quarter of &
pound of beef, and four onions a day, ss lung -as Lhey
lasted. This scanty pittance, scarcely sufficient to keep
us alive, was all that we could allow ourselves, wneers
win whet time we might be obliged to spend on this de-
sert coast.

* The 11th of December, the sixth day afier our ships
wreck, the wind absted, 5o as 10 allow us to get the
bogt afloal to go and seek what was left in the wreck.
Greal pary of the day was lost in cutting away, with
the hatchet, the thick ice which-covered the deck and

" stopped ujr the hatchways, The next day we succeed.
ed in getling oul a small barrel, contdining one bundred
and (wenly pounds of salt beef, two chests of onions, one
of polatoes, three bottles of balsam of Canada, one of i,
which became exceedingly serviceable for the wounds
of the seamen ; another haichet, a large iron pot, lwo
stew-pans ; and about a dozen pounds of candies. This

* precious cargo enabled ns the following day to add foar

onions to our daify allowance.

We returned “agairi on board on the 14th, to look for
the sails, part of which served to cover oul hat, and
to keep.out the snow. The same day, the woonds of
those who had suffered most from the lrost, and had neg-



-

THE LOSS OF AN ENGLISH BELOOT, 163 |

Jected to rub them wilh snow, began to moniify. The
skin came off their legs, their hands, end the parts of
their limbs affected by .the frost, with excessive pain,
The carpenter, who was the last thal came on khore,
lost the grestest part of his feet, and in the night of the
14th became delirions, in which state he continved (il
the next day, when death relieved bim from his miseras
ble existence. Three days aflerwards our second mate
died in the same manper, having been delirious se-
veral hours before he expired ; and a seaman experi-
enced the same fale the following day. We covered
‘their bodies with snow and the branches of trees, hav-.
ing neither pick-axe nor spade ‘to dig them & graves
and if we had even been proyided with'them, the earth
was frozen loo bard, and (00 deep, lo-yield to those in»

slruments,

All these losses, which reduced our company (o fours
teen persons, gave vs but little corcern, cither on their
account or our own, Upoh considering ovr dreadful
situation, death appeared rather a blessing (han a mise
fortune ; and when s sentiment of natore revived within
s the love of life, each individual regatded his compas
nions as 40 many enemies armed by hunger lo deprive
him of his. subsistence, In fact, il some had not paid
the debt of nature, we should soon have been redoced
to the horrible necessity of petishing of bunger, or of
murdering and devouring each other.  Without being
brought tfo this dreadful alternative, our sitzation was
so miserable, -that it seemed impossible for any new cas
lamily 10 be capable of augmenting its horrers. The
continual senration of excessive cold and pressing hun-
ger, the pain of the frost wounds, hritated by the fre,
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the complaints of the sufferers, the neglect and filth
which rendered us objects of disgust, both to ocurselves
and others, ali the images of despair collecied around
us; and the prospect of a slow and painful death, in the
midst of a desolate region, far from the consolations of
relativesand friends ; sech is an imperfect representa-
tion of the pangs our mind endured every moment of the
tedious days and clernal nights.

The ‘mate and I ofien wenl abroad lo see if we
could discover any vestiges of habitations, in the couns
fry. Qur excorsions were not long, nor attended with

- any success. We res_olveé, one day, to peneirale far-
ther into the country, keeping along the banks of a
frogen river, We observed, from time to time, traces
of elks and other animals, which cavsed us sincerely to
regret being unprovided with arms and powder to shoot
them. A ray of hope, for a moment, illumined our
minds, Following the direction of some trees, cuot on
the side with a halchet, we arrived at 8 place where
some Indians. must rhortly before have resided, since
thelr wigwam was still slanding, and the bark employed
for that purpose appeared quite fresh; an elk’s skim,
which we found very near, suspended from a pole
confirmed our conjectures. We anxiously traversed
all the adjacent country, but, alas! withoul success,
We, however, derived some satisfaction from reflecting
that this place had- had inhabifants or visitors, and that
they might soon return,  Struck with this ides, Icut a
fong pole, which 1 stuck wpright on the bank of the
river, fastening to i & piece ¢f birch bark, afier cuuing

it into-the figure of & hand, wilb Lhe fore-foger extend-

ed and turned towards our hut. 1 hkewise took away
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the «lk's skin, in order that the savages, at their return,
might perceive that samebody had passed by the place
aince they had leftit, and might, by the aid of ihe sign;
discaver Lhe roule they had taken. The approach of
night obliged us to return to our habitation, and we
doubled our'pace to communicale thal agreeable news
to onr compenians, However feeble were the hopes
we could reasonably allow ourselves to entertain from
this discovery, I perceived that my varralive aflorded
-them considerable copsolation ; so strongly does the
kind instinet of nature impel the unhappy 1o seize upon
w hatever is capable of alleviating the sensation of their
misery.

Several days clapsed in the hgpe of seeing the Indis
#ns appear every moment before our hut,  These sweet
ideas gradually lost ground, and soon vanished, Some
of oursick, and among Lhe rest the captain, had, in this
intetval, begun to recover their srength, and our pro-
visions were fast decreasing. I mentioned the design
X had formed of quitting the habitation, with all those
who were capable of working the boat, to reconnoitre
the coast.  This plan received universal approbation;
but when we came ta think of the means of execuling
i, a new diffically presented iself, This was, how (o
repair the boat, which Lad been dashed by the sea upon
the sand with such-fury that ali her juints had opened.
We bad plenty of tow for stopping the aperiures, but
unfortunately were in -want of pitch 1o coverit.  And
how could we supply this deficiency 2 We could nof
think of any method, when it struck me, =il at once,
that we might employ the balsam of Canada which we
had saved: It was easy to try ; Iemptied a few bollles
of it into our iron pot, and set it on a large fire; {aking
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it off frequently 1o Tel itcool, I soon reduced the liquor
to a proper cunsistence, - During this ime my compa-
nions hud turned the boal and cleared her of sand and
ke. [ directed the crevices to be siopped with tow,
caulked her witl: the Lalsam, and | bad the pleasure of
seeing that it produced the effect to admiration.

~ This firs! success inspired us with new ardor lo con-
tinue our preparations, A piece of cloth, fastened to
a pole, in such & manner as to be raised or lowered at
pleasure, promised us a sail sirong enough lo relieve,
with a gentle and favorable wind, Lhe labor of the row-
ers. Among the crew few had sufficiently recovered
to support the fatigues which we foresaw would attend
this expedition. [ was chosen lo conduct if, together
with the captain, 1he mate, 1wo seamen, and my servant.
The remainder of the provisions was divided, accord-
ing to the number of persons, into fourteen equal shares,
wilhout resérving, on account of the excessive labor we
were ahout to undertake, a larger portion for curselves
than was allotled Lo those who were to remain quietly
n the hut.

With this wretched allowance of a quarter of 8 pound
of beef a day, for six weeks, with a crazy boat, covers
ed with a matter on which we could ndt-depend, which
the least breath of wind might upset, aud the smallest
rock dash to picces, it was, that we had 1o allempt
sn enterprize, the plan of which could have been in-
spired by blind despair alone. But we were at that
point, that there was less temerity in braving every
possible danger with the fecblest ray of hope, than in
exposing ourseives, by cowaqdly inactivily, to the al.
most inevitable danger of perishing, abaudoned by all

Rature,
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The year 1781 had just comenced. It was our in-
tention {0’ set off the vecond of Januaty, but a2 furious
north-west wind detained ustili the aflernoon of the
fourth; Its violence having then abated, we carried on
board owr provisions, together with a few pounds of
candles, and all the little articles that might be of ser-
vice 1o us, and took leave of our companions, in the
cruel uncertainly whether this might not be cur last fare-
wel. We had not proceeded above eight miles, when
the wind turning to the south-east, checked "our pros
gress, and obliged us to make, with our oars, towards
a large bay which offered us a favorable asylum for the
night,

Our first care_was to land our provisicns, and to
remove the boat far enough onpon the beach to pre-
vent her being damaged by the sea. We were then
obliged lo kindle a fire, and to cut wood to keep it
up till the next morning. The smallest pine-branches
were employed in forming our Yed, and the largest
in hastily erecting a kind of wigwam, to secure our-
selves as well ms possible from he seventy of the wea-
ther.

In taking our scanty repast I observed on the shore
several pieces of wood thrown upon it by the tide, and
which appeared fo have been cut with a hatchet. 1
likewise saw some poles formed long since by the hand
of man, but we cou'd not discover any other marks of
inhabilants. . At the distance of two miles was a hill
bare of trees, with some appearance of its having becn
cleared. I prevailed on two of iny companions to ac-
company me thither before dark, that, from its summit,
we might embrace a more extensive horizon.  As we
proceeded afong the bay we saw a Newfoundland fishe

2
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ing boat, half Burned, and the remaining part buried in
the sand.  This ohject afforded us fresh liopes, and we
doubled our dispateb to clinib the hill.  Having arrived
al the summit, how great was our satisfaction {o pere
_ceive snme buildings on the other side of it, at 1he dise
fance of a mile at farthest,  Notwithstanding our fatis
gue the interval which separated us from them was soon
gone over. Wearrived palpitating with hope and joy,
. but those pleasing emolions were instantly dissipated.
In vain we traversed all the buildings; they were de-
serted.  They bad been érecied for the preparation of
cod, and, according.to all appesrance, had been aban-
doned several years hefore. The sad termination of this
excursion tended, however, lo confirm us in the idea
fliat we should find some habitalions by centinuing our
course tound the idand. ' o
" The wind which had again shifted to the north-west,
detained us the next day, fearing to encounter the ice,
which it drilfed in great quantities, For three days it
continued with the same fury, . Having awaked in the
night, [ was astonished to liear its shrill whistling, not
. avcompanied, as usual, by the boarse noise of the waves,
I calied the mate, and informed him of this phenomenon.
Bring curious to ascertain the cause we ran towards the
shore, the moon’s cays affording us light.  As far as the
eye could reach their fatal lustre enabled us fo perceive
the surface of the water motionless beneath the chaing
of the ice, which was piled up in different places in
beaps of prodigious height. [t is impossible to describe
the sensation of despondency which overwhelmed our
minds af this sight, Unable to proceed farther on dur
expedition, or 1o return to our foriner cabin, which
would have defended us better from the redoubled seve-



THE LOSS QF AN ENGLISH SLOOP, 169

sty of thecold ! How Iong were we {0 continue in this
dreadful situation !

Two days elapsed amidst these gloomy refleclions,
Atlength, on the 9th, the wind abated. 1t shilted the
following day ta the south-east, and blew with such
violence, that all the ice by which we were blocked up
in the bay was broken to pieces with a great noise, and
driven out inta the open sea, so that by four o'elock in-
the afterncon’ (here was none left, excepting along the
share, -

In breakmg the chains which detained s, the lyrant
of the air forged others for us by his violence. It was
not till afier two days that the wind abated. A light
breeze blowing along the shore, our boat was launched
and the sail hoisted. We were already proceeding
wilh a favourable course, When, several leagues off in the
distance, we perceived an extremely elevated point of
land. The coast io that place appeared lo form such a
continued chain of sleep rocks, that it was impossible
to attempt a landing before we had doubled the' distant
" cape. It would, however, have been dangerous to
risk salong acourse. The boal had sprung a leak, and
two men were constanlly employed in bailing out the
wiler, so that wecould nse but two cars; and the ens
feebled state to which we were reduced, by disappoint-
ment and the want of food, scarcely allowed s tv sup.
port thal shight exertion. Whal was to become of us
i the wind should turn 1o the north-west? We must
infallibly be dashed to piecesagainst the rocks,

Forlunately the danger was no longer an object wor.
thy of our consideration, and the wind seconded oge
perseverance so well, (hat we arrived at the cape about
eleven o'cluck at night, The place not bemg conves
S voL. b t
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nieat for landing, we were obliged to coast along til}
two in fhe morning, when the wind becoming more
vialent deprived us -of the liberty of chusing a favoor-
able spot: we were obliged todescend upon, or rather
ta clinb, wiih the utmost dificully, up a rocky shore,
without its being possible for us lo secure onr boat
from the waves, which threatened her will destruc-
tion,

The place where we had landed was a bay of no
great depth, surrounded op the land side by inacces-
sible heighls, but exposed towards the sea to the north-
west wind, from which nothing could p;'olecl us. The
wind which arose on the 13th threw our boat upon a
ledge of the rocks, and damaged her in several places.
This accident was but a trifling prelude to new suffer-
ings. Surrounded by mcurmounlahle rocks, which pre-.
veuted us from seeking shelter in the woods; without
-any other covering than our sail, stiff with ice; buried
for several days beneath a deluge of snow, which was
heaped around us to the height .of three feet; we had

" pothing 10 keep up our fire but the branches and the .
fragments of trunks of trees thrown by accident upon
the shore, ‘This deplorable situation lasted (ill the 21st,
when the weather grew milder, but we were not able to
take advantageof it. How were we to repair our boat, .
which had opened in several places! Alier reflecting
on the various melhods that presented themselves to
our minds, and rejecting them as impracticable, all our
thoughts were direcled 10 seek our preservation in an-
other quarter. -

" Though it was impossible to scale the wall of rocks
which surrounded us on every side, and we were under
lh.s necessity of renouncing the use of our boat, il came

n 15
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into our minds that we might at Teast proceed along the
shore, by walking upon the jce,’ which had scquired

sufficient strengih to bear our weight. The mate and ¥

resolved to make the experiment. We set off immedi--
ately, and proceeding a few miles atrived at the mouth

of a river, bordered by a syndy beach, where we might

Have presecved our boat, and lived much less uncom-

fortably, had our good fortune at first conducted us thi-

ther. This discovery, while it occasioned regret, did

not tend 1o increase our hopes. It was, indeed, easy

to peneirate into the wodds; buf could we wander at

random in a savage country, in quest of an inhabited

district? How were we to direct our course through

the black gloom of the forest? and above s!l, how were
we to get along through the snow, with which the

earth was covered 10 the height of six feet, ‘and which

might be melted by the first thaw ?

Alter consulting together on the subject of onr re-
turn, it was agreed that we had no other resource thaa
1o carry on our backs the remainder of our provisions
and useful effects, and 10 proceed along the coast, where
it was most natural 1o expect to find the families of fish~
ermen or suvages. The wenther still seemed inclined
to frost, and the wind baving swept into the sea the .
-greates! part of the snow which covered the ice upon
the coast, we fistiered ounselves that we should walk
ten wiles a day, even in the state of langnor and debi-

" lity into which we had fallen.

This resolution being unsnimonsly adopted, we had
soon completed the necessary preparstions. We in-
tended {o setoff on the moming of they24th, bot in the
pight which preceded it the wind suddenly shifted to
the swouthecas, sccompanied with besvy min; s that

a2
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in a few hoor, this crust of snow, which the day before
appeared so solid, was entlirely dissolved, and the ice
detached from the shore. We had now no way of .
escaping from this disastrous shore on which we werte
confined, Duringthese painful reflections our eyeswere
semelimes directed towards the boat which we had fre-
quently been tempied to breakup, in order to supply our
£re, as wa could not expect to recder her serviceable
agein. We had still low sufficient to stop the crevices,
but the balsam .of Canada had been totally exhausted
by our daily repairs, apd we were unable 1o contrive
aov substitute forit. -

. The frost, however, reiurned the nexi day. Iisse-
verity ceused me, during the night, to conceive an idea,
which [ hastened to put inlo execution as soon as day-
Jight appeared. ‘This was Lo pour water upon the low
with which the crevices were filled, and 10 let it freeze
like = coating, to a certain thickness, My companions
laughed at my scheme, and could not without reluctance
be prevailed upen o assist me.  But this simple method
succeeded beyond my hopes; all the apertures were so
well closed, that they were at length convinced that no
water could penetrate through thewm, as long as the frost
conlinued to be equaliy severe.

We made a successful trial of it on the 27th. Though
the boat had become heavy and difficalt to be managed,
by the quantity of ice with which it was covered, yet,
in the course of the day she procecded iwelve miles
from the place of our departure. This new service ren«~

_dered her more valuable in our eyes, and we took care (o
rermove her on her oars to a place mora favorable to her
security, A thick forest, situated near the spot, afforded
us two advantages, of which we bad been deprived lor
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somany nights, a slight shelter against the piercing wind,
and abundance of wood to keep up a great fire, which
- warmed us while we slept. This twofold enjoyment was
tous the height of pleasure.  Our stock of tinder being
almost consumed, I was obliged 10 renew it by burning
a piece of my shirt, the same that I bad worn ever since
the toss of my effects. . )

The following day a deluge of rain unfortunately
melted all the ice from our boat, and we had Lhe morli-
fication to tose the advaglage of 2 fine day, which might
probably have forwarded us several miles on our way.
We resolved to wait the return of the frost, and what
augmenied our impatience and regrel was, that our pro~
visions were now reduced lo lwo pounds and a halfof
beef for each man,

The frost not returning till the afternoon of the 28th,
the defay unaveidably occasioned by our preparations
prevenled us from proceeding above seven miles before
night. The succeeding day a very heavy gale, which
surprized us al the beginning of our route, obliged us
to land hefore we had gone more than two leagues.
The thaw kept us on shore till the day afler the nexf,
the ist of Febroary, when an inlense frosi afforded us
an opportunity of repairing our boat, But the pieces
of floating ice were so large, that they constantly em- -
ployed one of us to break them with a pele ; and it was
not without the most fatiguing exertions that we pro-
ceeded five miles before the close of the day.

Our navigation was more fortunate on the 3d. The
wind blew in a direttion as favoarabless we could wish,
Though the boal made some waler, which employed
part of our, hands in bailing oul, we,,at first, ran four
miles an hour with the assistance of our vars, and scon

13
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elterwards five with our on?y sail.  Aboul two o'clock
'in the aflernoon we were in full view of an elevated
<ape, which we calculzted 1o be only three leagues off.
Bu! its prodigious height deceived us with regard 10 18
distance, for it was almost dark befote we reached it.
Alter douthing it, our course took a different direction
from what it had done in the day, so that we were ob-
liged 10 lower onr sail and take to our cacs. The wind
then began to blow from the shore, Qur effortsto make
bead against it were very feeble, and had it not been for
a current from the north-east, which assisted us to make
some opposition, we should have run the risk of being

. earsied irrecoverably into the open sea.

- The coast being Imed with rocks, was here too dene
gerous fo sitempl o land; we were obliged to row
slong the rocks, amidst s thousand dangers, in the dark,
till five o’clock in the mofning. Being then incapable,
from our exhausted state, ofany longer exertion, our
eyes were shat Lo the daogers of landing, and heaven
crowned our attempl with success, without acy other
accident than having ouz boat thrown, half full of wa=
ter, upon the ehore. The beginning of the wood wat
al no great distance, yet we had great difficully to
craw] to it, and 1vake a fire 1o thaw our Jimbs and dry
our clothes, )

Such was the drowsiness info which fatigue and
watching had plunged us, that it was impossible to re-
frain from sleep when our fire began to light, We were
obliged to rouse each other alternately, inorder to keep
it up, fearing lest it should go oat while we were all
together, and we should _be frozen to death in this
lethargic state,

-
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‘When I awoke I hed occasion to convince myself,
by the observation which I made on the shore, of the
truth of what I had saspected by the way, namely, that
the elevated point of land which we hed just doubled,

‘was Cape North, in the island of Cape Breion, which,

with Cape Roi, on the island of Newfoundland, marks
the entrance of the gulf of St. Laurence.

The pleasing certainty that we were on an inhabited
istand would have fattered us with the hope of 8t lait
meetmg-with assistance, by continuing otr voyage, if
we had any thing to subsst upon during the time
that it might last. Our provisions were néarly exhaust-
ed, and this prospect filled us with despair, Nothing
bul ideas of a speedy death, or the most horrible means -
of deferring it, presented themselves to our minds.
When we cast our eyes wpon one gnother, esch seemed
resdy to point out the viclim whom it was necessary
10 sagrifice to the hunger of his executioners. Soma of

. w9 hod already sgreed to commit the selection of the

objecl 1o the blind decision of the Jot.  Fortunately the
execution of this dreadful design was deferred till the
Last extremity.

White my companions were cmployed in clearmg

" the boa! of the sand with which the tide had flled her,

and in stopping the crevices, by pouring water vpon
the tow, and leaving it to freeze, 1 walked along the
shure with the mate, in quest of oysiers, of which wa
perceived a great quantity of shells scattered up and
down. Unfpriunalely none of them were full. We
shonid - have considered it the height of good furtune to
have mel with some carcasus ol wild beasts half de+
voured by birds of prey; bat all these were now
buried under the snow; there was no!ling that cou'd
1 4
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afflard us even the vilest fpod. Tt was not sufficient that
fate should have thrown us upot a desert coast, but, (o
crown our misery, it had chosen the most dreadfo! sea-
son, when nof only the earth reflused its productions for
out sibsisience, but likewise when the animals inhabits
ing the two elements which nourish mankind had fled
to their caves and their retreats, to preserve themselves
-from the intense celd which desolates these inhospitable
¢limates. S :
I'sheuld be afraid to excite {go painful sensations in
those minds which our situation, tili the present mo-
ment, has inspired with tender compassion, if T were
io paini, in all their horror, the miseries we had to suf-
fer duting the. following days. Redaced for our only
nourishment o the diy freits of sweet-briar, dug up
from beneath the snow, and a few tallow candles,
which we had reserved for a last resource; oppressed
with fatiguce at the least exerlion ; checked in our navi-
gation by the ice, the rain, or the winds; sometimes
animaled with a faint hope to be plunged soon after-
wards in the abyss of despair; overwhelmed with the
painful sensations of all these distresses,, combined to
crush us with their insupporiable weight every mo.
went, both of the day and of the night: such was our
" state till the 17th, when, completely exhausted, we
landed far the last time, resclved to perish on 1he spot,
if heaven should not send us some unexpected relief.
To piace our boat in safely on the heach would have
been an undertaking 100 far beyond® our power. She
was abandoned to the fury of the waves, after we had
sorrowfully . teken out our implements and the sail,
which served to cover us. Cur last efforts were em-~
$loyed in clearing the, snow from the spot we bad fixed
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upon, {0 raise it all round in a sloping direction, for the
purpose of fixing in it branches of trees, intended lo
form a shelter; and dasily, in cuRting and piling as much
waod as possible to keep up our fire, fearing lest we
$hould soon be unable 1o vse our instruments.

A few handful of hips, boiled in snow waler, were,
during the first days, the sole suppért of our miserable
. lives. These began 1o fail us, and we thought our
selves fortunate in being able to supply their place
with the marine plants which grew a!ong the shore.
Afier boiling them several hours, during which they lost
‘little of their hardness, I put into the liquor one of the
only two candles we had lefi. This disgusiing broth,
and the tough plants, at fitst appeased our hanger, but
in a few moments we were seized with a terrible reach-
ing, without having sufficient force 1o be able to clear
our.stomachs, This crisis lasted about four hours, after

which we were somewhal relieved, but fell into a'state
of absolute dehility. '

We were, however, obliged the next day Lo have re-
course to the same nourishrent, which operated as be-
fore, only with rather. less violence; for this purpose
we had used our last candle:  'We were compelied, for
three days, to be conlented with the hard tough plants,’
w hich made us reach every mouthful we took. An the
same time our legs hegan to swell, and our whole bo-
dies became so bloated, that, notwithstanding the linle
flestr we had lefi, our fingers, with the smallest pres-
sure upen our skin, sunk to the depth of an inch, and
the impression remained an kour aflermards.  Our eyes

sppeared as if buried in deep cavilies, Benumbed by
the internal dissolution of our blood, and by the inlense
cold we endured, we had scarcely sirength to crawi, by .

16
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turns, and revive our elmost extinguished fire, or lo
_collect a few branches scattered upon the snow,

¥t was then that the remembrance of my father,
which had attended me amidst the greatest dangens,
‘combined with the idea of my death to il my hesmrt
with unusual emotion. ) represented to myself that tender
parent, at first uneasy on my account, anxionsly ews
pecting to hear (rom me ;. aflerwards overwhelmed with
grief at seeing the lime elapse without receiving any
intelligence ; and at last condemped to bewail the loss
of his son during.all the days of his old age. I wept
myself at the thought of dying so far from his embrace,
without receiving his last benediction. ‘These affecting
ideas, interrupled by the groans uitered around me,
were succeeded by barbarous projects, with which the
natural instinct of life inspired me to support. The
wretched companions of my misfortune, whose exertions
had hitherio assisied me, now appeared only to be a prey
to satisfy my hunger; and 1 fead the same senliments in
their greedy looks.

1 know not whither these ferocious dmponlmns would
have led us, when suddenly the accents of 8 human
voice were heard in the forest, At the same instant
we discovered two Indians armed with muskels, who
did not appear to have yet perccived us, This sudden
appearance reviving our courage, gave us strength to
rise, and advance towards them with ail the dispaich we
were able. . -

As soon as they saw us they stopped, as if their feel
had been pailed to the ground.  They locked stedfasily
at us, motionl:ss with surprize and horror.  Besides the
astonjshment that must naturally bave been excited in
them at the unexpected meeting with six strangers in a

-
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desert corner of the isand, our appearance alone was
sufficient to shock the most intrepid. Our clothes hang-
ing in rags, our eyes concealed by the. bloated promi
nence of our livid cheeks, the monstrous bulk to which
all our limbs were swelled, our long and shaggy beards,
our hair flowing in dissrder down our shoulders, must,
altogether, have given us a frightful appearance. Hows
ever, as we advanced, = thousand agreeable sermations
were disp!ayéd in our countenances; some shed {ears,
and others laughed for joy.” Though these peaceable
signs were calculated, in some degree, to remove the
fears of the Indians, they did not-yet manifest the least
inclination to approach us, and !certainly the disgust
which our whole figure must bave produced, sufficientiy
justified their coldness.” I therefure resolved to advance
towards him who was nearest fo me, holding out one
band to -him in a supphcating attitude. He seized it,,
and gave it a hearty shake, which is the mode of salu~
tation uswal among these savages. :
- They then began to manifest some marks of compas-
sion. [ made asign to them to come towards our fire 5
they accompanied us in silence, and sat down near us,
Ouve of them, who spoke bad French, begged us, in that
]nnguake, fo inform them whence we came, and what
accident had conducted us to that 'spot. I hastened to-
give him as- brief ap account as possible of the misfar-
1unes and sufferings we had experienced. As he seem«
ed to be deeply affected by my narcative, I asked him if.
he could furnish us with any provisions, He replied in
the affirmative ; but seeing that our fire was almost out,
he rose abruptly and seized. our hatchet, at which he .
Juoked for a moment smiling, as I imagined, at the bad
condition in which it was. FHe threw it down with a-
16
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“Jook of disdain, and took thai which was by his side. -

In s moment he had cut @ great quantity of branches,
which he threw upon our fire; he then took up his
musket, and without saymg a word, went away with
his compamon :

Such a‘sudden refreat might have given nneasiness to
pereons unacquainted with the humouar of the Indians:
but 1 koew that these people seldom speak but whea
they se€ an sbsolute necessity for it. I did not, theres
fore, doubt but that they were gone io fetch us provie
sions, and assuted my alarmed commades that we should
not be long before we saw them again, Notwithstand.
ing the distress in which we were for food, hunger was
Bot, et least with me, the most pressing want. The
good fire which the savages had made, crowned, at that
moment, all my desires, having passed so many days of
suffering, from intense cold, near the feebie flame of
out miserable fire,

Three hours had elapsed since the departure of the
Indizns, and my afilicted companions began to lose all
hope of seeing them aguin, when we perceived them
turning @ projecling point of land, and rowing towards
ws in & canoe of bark. They soon came on shore,
bringing s large piece of smoked venison, and a®blad-
der filled with fish oil. They boiled the mea| in our
iron pot with snow water, and when il was dressed,

~ they took csre to distribute il among us in a very small
quantily, with  little oil, 1o prevent the dangerous con-
sequences which might have resolted from our voracity
Jin the debilitated stale lo which our slomachs were re-
duced. .
-Fhis light repast bemg over, they made me embark
with twe of my companigns in their canoe, which was
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too small to fake us all atonce. We were received
upon fanding by three Indians and a dozen women or
children,~who were waiting for us on the shore. While
those in the canoe returned to fetch the rest of our
company, the others fed us towards their huts or wig-
wams, three in number, constructed for the same
number of families, at the entrance of the forest. , Wg
wese trealed by these good people wilh the kindest
hospitality ; they made us swallow a kind of broth,
but would nbl permit us, notwithstanding ocur ins
treaties, to eat meat, or io take any other loo substan-
tial nourishment. ’

I felt the sincerest joy when the canoe retnrned with
our three companions. Upon finding ocurselves {o-
gether, among these savages, after only such a short
separation, we felt the sensations that are experienced
by friends frora infancy, who, afier having long sighed
remote from each other, at length find one another
again in the bosom of their palive land. The hut ap-
peared to us the abode of bliss. The transports 1o
which we gave way interested in our favour a very old
woman, who festified great curiosity. lo hear our ad~
ventures. 1 gave a more circumstantial detail than
before to the Indian whe understood French, and he
rendered it into his anguage for the others, In the
cpurse of my narratjve I Led cccasion to observe, that
the women were deeply affected by it, and grounded
on this impression the hope of favorable treatment
daring our stay.

After having satisfled the most pressing wants, our
lhosghls were ‘turned lowards the unforiunate coms
rades, whom we had left behind at the place of our
shipwreck, The distress 1o which we had been so

- 4
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near falling victimi made me fear that their fate had been
still more wreiched, However, if but one of them sur-
vived, I was detcrmined lo omit no exertion to save
him. I endeavoured to describe 1o the savages, as wel
as I was able, the quarter of the island on which we
had been cast, and enquired whether it wasnot possible
to send thither some relief, -

To the description I gave of the course ¢f the neigh-
bouaring river, and of a small island {o be scen at a little

" distance from its mouth, they repligd that they weré
perfecily acgnainted with the spot, that it was about one
hundred miles to it, by very difficull ways through the
woods; and ihey must cross rivers and mountains to
arrive at i, and if they undertook (he j journey, they must
expect some compensation for their fatigues. It would
have been unreasonable to require them to suspend their
hunting, their only means of supporting their wives and
children, to undertake a toilsome excursion purely from
-& motive of benevolence towards strangers.  As to their
account of the distance of the place where we were
wrecked, it did not appear exaggerated, since I com-
puted, by my own calculations, that our course along
the shore could not have been less than one hundred
and Afty miles, .

I then told them what it had not before come into my
mind ‘1o mention, that I had money, and that if it
was of any value in their eyes, I would employ part
to pay them for their trouble. They seemed perfectly
sativied with my preposal, and asked to see my pune;
Ttook it from my servant, and shewed them the guineas
which it contained. At the sight of .the gold I ob-
served in their countenances sensations which I should:
never have expcc!'ed to meet with ainong a savage peo-



1HE Loss OF AR ENGLISH S$LOOP, 189

ple;” the women in particular eyed it with estreme
awd:!y, and when 1 had presenied each of them with
a guinea, they set up a toud laugh, that being the way
in which the Indians express exlraordinary emotions of
joy-

However exorbitant their pretentions might be, I
detenmined to spare nothing to save my countrymen,
if any of them were still alive, We, therefore, cone
cluded an agreement, by which they engaged 1o de-
part Lthe following day, and I was to give them twentys
five guineas belore they set off, and 1he same sum upon
their return, They' immediately fell 1o, work 1o make
shoes fil for walking upon the snow, both for themselves
and dur seamen, whom they were o bring back. Early
the next morning they departed, aflet receiving the st
pulated sum,

From the momenl the savages saw gold in my pose
session, my situation lost all the charms which it owed
to their hospitality. They became as rapacious as they -
kad before héen generous, requiring ten times the value
of the smallest erticles with which they furnished my
companions and me.. I was featlul 100 lest this exces-
sive passion for money, which they bad contracled from
their interconrse with the Europeans, should impe! them
to rob us, and leave us in the same deplorable siuation
from which we had been rescued by iheir assistance.
‘The enly motive on which I greunded the hope of mote
humane treatment was the religion they had embraced,
having been converted 1o christianity by the French
Jeruits befoce this island was ceded 10 us together with
Capada. They shewed the strongest attzchinent to

" their new failh, and frequently stunned us in the evens
ing by their dolefu] psalmody, My servant was 2 pars

'
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ticular favorite with them al, because, being an Trish
Catholic, he joined their prayers, though he did not
understand z sicgle word of them.  L.much doubt whe-
ther thelf themselves could understand them, for their
singing. of ralber shouting, was a confused jargon, com-
pored of bad French and their savage idiom, with a
few Latin phrases which they had lvarned from theic
missionaries.

We wuremany days beforé we recovered our strength,
of were capable of digesting any s.bstantial food. The
only nourishment the Indians could prixcure us was elk’s
flesh and seal-oil, upon which they live entirely during
the hunting season. _ .

Though the remembrance of so many past miseries
caused us to bless the change in our situation, and re-
conciled 93 to our residence among the savages, yet I -
felt very anxious 1o Jeave them, ow account of the dis-
paiches wilh which | had been epfrusied, and which
might be of the greatest importance to the public ser-
vice; and the more, as 1 could nol be ignnrant that
the duplicale was Jost in the wreck of the brig. But
1 waz Mill so weak, thal lor some time, I found it
imposeible to take the feast exercise, and experienced,
as well as the companions of my misfortunes, how diffi.
cult it is to recover from such a rude attack upun the
consilulion.

After an absence of about a fortnight, the Indians
returned wilh three of our people, being all that death
had spared out of the eight persons wham I had left
behind at the hut. They infurmed us, that afier con-
suming ail their -provisions, they had subsisted several
days on the skin of the elk which we had disdained to
share with them; that the latter resource being exs
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“hausted, three had died of hunger, and that the others
had been reduced to the horrible necessity of feeding
ob the dead bodies till the arrival of the Indians; that
one of the five who remained had given way with s
much imprudence to his voracity, that he died in a few
hours, amidst inexpressibie lorments ; and that another
had accidentally killed hiwself in bandling the arms of
one of the savages. Thusour company, consisiing at
first of mineteen persons, was feduced {o nine ; and ¥
wonder, whenever I think of it, that a single individual |
escaped, alter haviog had o contend, for the space of
“three months, with all the complicated hardships of cold,
hunger and fatigue. '
Qur impairéd sirength kept-us in this dismal place o
fortnight longer, during which I way obliged, ai bes
fore, (o pay the most exorbitant price for our food and
our smallest wants, At the end of thal time, finding
my . healih somewhat re-esiablished, and my purss
almost empty, 1 conceived myself vbliged to sacrifice
my persenal comfort le my duty to the service, and rev
solved Lo proceed with my. dispatches to General Clin-
ton, with all possible expedition, though this, of ali the
seasens. of the year, wis the least. proper for travelling,
I therefore hired two Indians 1o take me to Halifax for
forly guineas, which'] engaged 1o pay them upon my
arrival there, ‘I farther took upon mysell to furnish
them by the way with every kind of provisions, and
* suitable refreshments, in the inhabited parts through
which we might pass. Some of the other[;ndians wera
10 conduct the rest of our company to a seitlement oy
the Spanish river, where they were to remain (il the
spring to wait foc an opporlunity of proceeding 1o Hali-
fax by sea. I furnished the caplain with all thé money-
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necessary for his subsistence, and that of bis men, for
which he gave me a bill on his owner at New York.
The latter was not ashamed to.refuse 1o pay it, under
the pretext, that as the ship was losy; neither the cap-
. laig nor the crew could have any claim upon him,

I set ofton the 2d of April, accompanied by iwo
Indians, my servant, and My, Window, a young pas-
senger in our ship, and one of the three survivors at
the hut. We each carried with us four pair of Indian
shoes, a pair of snow-shoes, and provisions for a fort-
‘might.  We arrived that evening at a place, called by
the English Broad Qar, where m snuw storm detained
us the whole of the following day.  We sét off again
ofi the 4th, and after & march of ubout fifteen miles ar-
rived on'the banks of & beawtiful sait-witerlakey called

_ ikia Lake of 5t. Pefer, one end of which communicates
with the seas.  Here we met with two Indian families
that were going a humiing. 1 purchaied of them, for
four gaineas, @ bark: canoe, which my guides informed
me would very ofien be mecessary for crossing certain
parta of the lake that are newer -frozen.! As in other
parls we should have to travel upon theice, 1 was likes
wise obliged to buy two sledges o place the boat upon,
and to draw itafterva.

Having enjoyed two #ays’ repose, and procuring o
fresh sopply of provisions, we resumed ofir-march oa
the 7th, proceeding several miles along lhe banks of the
lake; but ibe ice being bad, we were obliged ta quit
that- route and talie’ another through the woods. The
wnow was there six feet: deep; a thaw, accompanied
with rain, which came on the next day, rendered it so
soft that it was nolonger possible to walk vpon its sars
face. We were, Lherefore, obliged to stop. A largs
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fre a ‘commedious wigwam, and abundance of provi-
siony, assisled us to endure this disagreeable delay, with-
out entirely dissipating our inquietudes. The winter was
100 far advanced for -us to hope to travel much longer
upon ihe snow, wilhout the accidental return of the
frost; and should it not seturn again, the only thing we
-could do, was to wait till the lake should be entirely
cleared of the ice, and thus. we might be detaineda
forinight or three weeks longer. In this case cur situas
fion waz’ likely Jo become as unfortunate as that to
which we bad been reduced by our shipwreck, excepls
ing that the weather was. leas severe, thaf we were ra-
ther betier supphed with provu;cm. apd. had at loast
Aarms to recruit opr slock,

The frost fortunately relurned. on the 12th,, and we
resolved to teke advantage of it ihe next day. We,
that day, proceeded six leagues, sometimes on flosting
ice, and semetimos in the cance.  On the 14th our pros
visions being almost copsumed, I psoposed fo go in
pursuit of game, which appeared to sbound in this dis-
trict. The savages, in general, think only on the wanis
of the.day, without froubling themselves sbogt thosp
of the moriow. This foresight might, however, have
proved very essential, since 2 sudden thaw might have
prevented us from going out. 1 went into the woods
with one of my guides, avd. we wnon_discovered the
traces of an elk, which my Indian killed afier an hour’s
pursuit. He opened him with moch dexierity, caugh}
the biood in a biadder, and cut up the body into lsrge
quarters, part of whlch_ we carried on our shoulders to

"the ¢anoe, sending the other Indian, my servani, and
Mr. Winslow fur the remainder.  This expedition pro-
cored us & yufficient stock of provisions (o remove any
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apprehension of want, even in case a sndden thaw pre:
.vented us from contsnumg our route on the lake, or in
the woods.

We departed eatly in the morning of the 15th, and
-that day went six leaguet, which so diminished our
strength, already exhausted by long bardships, that it was
impossible to procecd the next day. We were detain.
ed by fatigee till the 181h; when we resumed our jour-
ney, inthe same manper, that is, partly on the toaling
ice, and partly in the canoce, in lhou places where the
lake was not frozen. -

I then bad an opportunity to rotice the beauties of
{le lake, one of the finest that I have seen in America,
though (he season was not calculated to shew it to sdvan-
tage. ‘N1 is covered with an infinite_number of small
islands, dispersed over its surface, which gave it a great
resembiance to the celebrated lake of Killarney, and the
other fresh waler lakes -of Ireland. - No settlement has
ever been mede on Lhése islands, though' their soil appears
fertile, and the residence upon them would be delightful

in svmmer, were it pecsible ta proture fresh water, of i

which they are entirely destitute: and this -is doubtless
the reason why they are nol inhabited, - '

i1 the ice of Lthe lake had been interrupted, and mora
solid, we sheuld have saved rouch time and trouble by
proceeding directly from point to point, from one island
to anotber, instead of being obliged to make along cir-
cuit al every bay we came to.

On the £0th we arrived at 5t. Peler’s, a place where
there is & settlement of a few English and French fami.
lies. Iam bound in gratitude to make mention here of
Mr. Cavanagh, an English merchant, who received us
with every kind of civility, and who, being informed of

i

o
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.+« MWy misforintes, had the corfidence 1oadvance me two

. 1 gave him on my father, thobgh our namg wes utter]y
. unknown to him.

. At 3t Peter’s I should have hu'ed a fishing-hoat to re«
. pair to Halifax, but for the apprehensmn of falling into
. the hands of the American privateers, with which those
. seas were then infested., The lake being in this place
.- separaled from the sea by a fores! about a mile broad, we
. bad only 10 drag our cance that distance, in order o reach
the coast and embark.. Afier stopping the following days
... in different places of little consequence, we arrived on
the 25th at Narrashoe, where we were received with
the same hospitality as at St, Peter’s, Wae lefi-it on the
261h, in- our canoe, to repair {o Isle Madame, sitvated
pboul the middle of the streights of Canceau, which se.

of that island we discovered such a prodrglous quantity
of floating ice, thal it would have been the height of ims

therelore, returned to Narrashoe, where I hired a vessel
¥ cnpable of resisting its violence. 1 ordered the canoe to
" be taken on board, and on the 27th, with ihe assistance
«« Ofthe most favorable wind, we crpssed the Streights in
" three hours, and landed at Canceas, which gives name
to them. At length, afler a navigation of ten days along
the coast, our canoz brought us in safely into he har-
bour of Hatifax.  *

The Indians baving received thé sym we had agreed
| -upon, and the presents with which I endeavoured o
i lesiify my gratitude towards those to wiom I owed the
1 preservatien of my life, left us in a few days to return
to their island, As 1 was obliged to wait a consider-

. hundred pounds sterling, for a hill of exchange which -

parate Cspe Breton from Nova Scotia ; bot at the point

prudence to venture our feeble bark among it, We,
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able time longer for a vessel, I had, during that interval,
the watisfaction to be joined by my companions in misfor-
tune, whom the other Indians had undertaken to condoet
by the Spanish River. Aglast, afler wailing two months,
I.embarked in the ship called the Royal Ok, and arrived
at New York, where 1 delivered my dispatches to Ge-
neral Clinfon in s very taltered condition,

,
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" THE LOSS OF
HIS MAJESTY': SHIP CENTAUR,

Cf Seveaty-fuur Gune, the $3d ofScptmber. 17625
And the mireculous Preservation of the Pinnace, with the
Captuin, Master, and Ten of the Crew.

BY CAPTAIN INGLEFKELD

=ttt -

State of the Centaur on liet Jeaving Jamaica—Distressed Situntion,
in the subscquent Gale—Loss of the Water and Provisiona—
The Captain and Eleven others escape in the Pinnsce—Hard-
ships encountered by them—Omne of the Cumpany dies of Hun-
ger and Cold—Afer & Voyage of Siitern Days they arrive at’
Fayel—Names of the People snved, und of the Officers who
perished in the Ship.

AFTER the decisive engagem;-nt in the West Indies,
om the glotious 12th of April, 1782, when the French

fieet under Count de Grasse was defeated by Admisl

Sir George Rodney, several of the captused ships, be-

sides many others, were either lost or disabled, on their:

komeward bound passage, with a large convoy. Among:
these lost were the Centaur of seventy-four guns, whose:
commander, Captain Inglefield, with the master and ten
of the crew, experienced a most providential escape
from the general fate,

The captain’s narrative aforda the best explanation of

the mannper and means by which this signal deliverance

was effected.  Those only whaare personally involved-

in such a calamity can describe their sensations with full
energy, and furnish, ip such detail, those trails of Abe
heart which never fail to interest.
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The Centaur (says Captain Inglefield} left Jamaica
in rather @ leaky condition, keeping two hand-pumps
going, and when it blew fresh, sometimes a spell with
a chain pump was necessary. But I had no spprehen-
sion that the ship was not able to encounter a common

gale of wind.
Inthe evening of the 16th of September, when the

fatal gale came on, the ship was prepered for the worst

weather usually met in’ those latiludes, the main-sail
was reefed and set, the top-gallant-masts struck, and
the mizen-yard lowered down, though at that time it did
not blow very strong. Towards midnight it blew a gale
of wind, and the ship made so much water that I was
obliged to tarn al hands up to speil the pumps. The
leak still increasing, I had thoughis totry the ship before
the sea. Happy 1 should have been, perhaps, had I in
 this been determined. The impropriety of leaving the
convoy, except in the last exiremily, and the hopes of
ihe weather growing moderate, weighed against the
opinion that il was right, ~
- About two in the morning the wind Julled, and we
flatiered ourselves the gale was breaking. Soen after
we had much thunder and lightning from the south-east,
with rain, when il began to blow sirong in gusts of
wind, which vbliged me 1o haul the main-sail up, the
ship being then under bare poles, This was scarcely
done, when 2 gust of wind, exceeding in violence any
thing of the Lind I had ever seen or had any conceplion

of, lnid the ship upon her beam emls. The water for~-

sook the hold and appeared between decks, soasto fill
the mens’ hammocks to leeward: the ship lay motion=
less, and to all appearance irrecoverably overset. The
water increasing fast, forced through the cells of the

i l— T .
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ports, and scutlled in the ports from the pressure of the
ship. 1 gave immediate directions to cut away the main
and mizen masts, boping when (he ship righted,
wear her. The main-mast went first, upon calting one’
ar twe of the lanyards, without the smallest effect on
the ship ; the mizen-mast followed, upon cutling (he lan-
yard of one shroud; and I had the disappointment to
see the foremast and bow*-pnt follow. TFhe ship upon,
this immediately nghlcd but with great violence; and-
the motion was so quick, that it was difficoll for the
people to work the pumps.  Three guns broke loose
vpon the main-deck, and it was some time before they
were sccured,  Several men being maimed in (his at-
tempt, every moveable was destroyed, ejiler from the
shot thrown loose (rom the lockers, or the wreck of the -
deck.  The officers, who had left their beds naked, .
witen the ship overset in the morning, had not an arlicle
of clothes o put on, ror ¢ould their fiiends supply,-
them.’

The raasts had not been over. the sides ten minutes
before 1 was informed the tiller was broken shorl in (he
rudder-head ; und Lefore the chocks could be placed,
the rudder itself was gone, Thus we were as much dis- .
astered asit was possible, lying at the mescy of the wind
and sea: yet I hadone comfort, that the pumps, if any
thing, reduced the water in the hold; and as the
mocning came an {the 17th) the weatler grew more
moderate, the wind ha\ring shifted in the gale to north-
west,.

“At day-light 1 saw two’ hne af batlle ships 1o Jee. .
ward ; one had lost her foremast and bowsprit, the other |
her main-mast. It was 1he genecal opinion on bosrd
the Centaur, that the former was the Ganada, the other . -

vot. f. K
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the Glorlenx. The Ramillies- was not in sight, nov
Taore thar Afteen sail of merchant shipe,

About seven in the morning I saw another lire of
batile ship ahicad of vs, which I seon distinguished to be
the Ville de Paris, with all her mavis standing. X
immaodiately gave orders 1o make the signat of distress,
heisting Ihe ensign on the stump of the mizen-mast;
union downwards, and firing one of the forevastle guns.:
‘FThe ensign blew away soon afier it was hoisled, and it
was the onfy one we had remaining ; but I had the satis.
faction tosee the Ville de Paris wear and stand towards.

ur. Several of the merchant ships als» approached us, -

ard those that could beiled, #nd offered their assist.
ance; but, dgpending upon the hing's ship, I only
thanked them, desirmg, if they joined Admiral Graves,
10 acquamt him of our condition. | had not the smallest
doubt-but the Vitle de Paris was coming to 13, asshe
nppeaved {0 vs not to hawe suffered- in the least by the
storm, and having seen her wear, we knew she was
under goverament of hor heln ; at this time also, it was
so moderate thal the merchantmen set their topsails, but
upproaching within two wiles, she patsed us to wind-
ward ; this baing observed by oneof the merchant ships,
she wore and came under our stemn, offering to carry
any message to ber, I desired the master wonsld ac-
guaint Capain Wilkinson that the Centaur had lost her
rudder, sz woil ss her masts; that she made s great
deal of water, and tha! I desired he would remain with
‘her unti] the weather grew moderate, 1saw this mer-
chantman approach afierwards near enoagh to speak to
the Villede Patis, bat ] am sfraid that her condition way
mmch worse thaw it appeared to be, s she comtinued

spon thet-tack. In the mean time all the quarter-deck
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guns were thrown overboard, and all but six which had
overset of the main-deck. The ship, lying in the trough
of the sea, laboured prodigiously. T gotover one of the
small anchors, with a boom and several gun<arriages,
veering out from the head-door by a large hawser, to
keep the ship’s bow to the sea; but this, with a Llop=-
gallant sail upon (he stump of the mizen-mast, bhad not
the desired effect. ’

As the evening came on it grew hazy, and blew
strong in squalls. We lost sight of the Ville de Paris,
but I thought it a certainty that we should see her Lhe
next morning. The nigh@Qwvas passed in constant la-
bour &t the pumps. Somelimes the wind-Julled; the
waler diminished ; when it blew strong again, the sea
rising, the waler again increased.

Towards the morning of the 18th I was informed
there was seven feel water upan the kelson; thai one of
the winches was broken ; that the two spare ones would
not fit, and that the hand pumps were choked. These
circumstances were sufficiently alurming; but upen
opening the afler-hold, to get some rum up for the
people, we found our condition much more so.

It will be necessary to mention, that the Centaur’s
afier-hald wasinclosed by a bulk-head at the afier part
of the well: here all the dry provisions, and the ship’s
Fum, were stowed upon twenty chaldron of coals, which
unfortunately had been starled on this part of the ship,
and by them the pumps were continually choked. The
chain-pumps were so moch worn as to be of litlle uses
and the leathers, which, had the well been clear, would
have lasted twenty days, or more, were all consumed
in eight, At this time il was observed, that the water
hal not a passage ta the well, for here there was so

. K 2 .
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much that it washed against the orlopedeck, All the,
Tum, twenty-six puncheons; all the provisions, of which,
there was sufficient lor two months, in casks,were staved,,
" having floated wilh violence from side to side, until
there was not a whole cask remaining ; even the staves,
that were foond upon clearing the hold, were most of
them broken in twe or three pieces. In the fore hold
we had a prospect of perishing; should the ship swim,
we had no water bai what remained in the ground tier;
~and over this all the wet provisions, and batis filled with
salt-water, were floating, and with so moch motion, that
no man could with safely gointo the hold. There was |
nothing left for us to try, bug)ailing with buckets at the
B ﬁ;re~halch“"ay and fish-room ; and twelve large canvas
buckets were immediately employed at each. On open-
ing the fish-room, we were so forlunate as to discover
that two puncheons of rum, which belonged to me, bad |
‘escaped. They were immediately got up, and served
oul a! limes in drams; and bad H not been for this relief, .
and some fime-juice, the peaple would have dropped.
We soon found vur account in bailing ; the sparepum'p .
had been put down the fore-hatchway, and a pemp
shifted to the fish-room ; but the motion of the ship had
washed the coals so small, that they had reached every
part of the ship, and the pumps were soon choked,
However, the water by noon had considerably dimi-
nished by working the buckets ; but there appeared ne
prospect of saving the ship if the gale continued, The .
labour was too great to hold out without water ; yet the
people worked withoul a murmur, and iljdecd with
cheerfulness,
- Al this time the weather was more moderate, and a
couple of spars were got ready for shears to setup a
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jury fore-mast; but as the evening came on, the gale
again increased.  We had sean nothing this day but the
ship that had lost her main-mast, and she appeared 1o

" be as much in want of assislance as ourselves, having

fired guns of distress; and beiore night | was told her
fore-mast was gone,

The Centaur lahoured so much, that I had scatcely a
hope she could swim Gl morning.  However, by great
exertion of the chain-pumps and bailing, we beld our
own, but our sulferings for want of water were very
great, and many of the pewple could not be resirained
from drinking salt-water,

At day-light (the 191h) there was no vessel in sight 3
and Aashes from guns having been seen in the night, we
feared the ship we had seen the preceding day had foun+’
dered. Towards ten o’clock in the forenoon the wea-
ther grew more moderate, the water diminished in the
liold, and the people were encouraged 1o redouble their
efforts to get the water low. enough 1o break a cask of
fresh water out of the ground tier ; and some of the rmost
resolute of the seamen were employed in the attempt.
Al noon we succeeded with one cask, which,-though
litde, was a seasonable relief, Al the officers, passen-
grrs, and boys, who were not of Lhe profession of sea~
men, had been employed thramming a sail, which was

" passed under the ship’s hottom, and I thought had some

effect. The shears were raised for the fore-mast ;- the
weather ivoked promising, the sea feli, and at night

.we were able to relieve at the pumps and bailing every

two hours, By the morning of the 20th, the fore-hold

was cleared of the water, and we had the comtortable

promise of a fine day. 1t proved so, and 1 was deter-

mined 1o make use of it with all possible exertion. I
K3
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. divided the ship’s company, with the officers attending
them, into parties, {o raise the jary foremast; to heave
over the lower deck guns; to clear the wreck of the
fore and after-holds; to prepare the machine for steering
the ship, and to work the pumps. By night the after-
hold was as clear as when the ship was launched ; for,
o our astonishmeni, there was not a shovel of coals re~
maining, twenty chaldrons baving been pumped out
since the commencement of the gale. What 1 hava
called the wreck of the held, was the balk<heads of the
alter-hold, fish-room, and spitit-raems. The standards
of the cock-pit, an immense quantily of staves and
waod, and past of the lining of the sh:.p, were thrown
overboard, that if the water should ageip appear in the
hold, we might have no inmpediment in bailing. All
the guns wete overbivard, the fore-mast secured, and
the maghine, which was 1o be similar 10 that with which
the Ipswich was steercd, was in great frwardness; so

~ that 1 was in hopes, the moderale weather continving,
that T should be able 1o steer the sbip by noon the fols
Joewing day, and et lsas save the people on some of the.
westenn islands, . Hpd we apy other ship in company
with we, § showld bave thought it my dely @ have
guitted the Cenlayr this day.

This night the people got some rest by refieving the
watches ; bul is the morniog of the 2ist we kad the
wmortification to find bat the westher again threatened,
snd by noon it blew g storm, The ship laboured greatly,
and the waler appeared in the fore and sfler-hold, and
increased. - The oarpenter alwo informed me, that the
leathers were nealy cowsumed ; and likewise, that the
clbain of the pumps, by constant exertion, and the fric-
Sion ofthe opals, were considered as negrly uscless,
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As we had now no other resonrce bat bailing, 1 gave
orders that sentties should be cut through the decks to
introduce more buckets inte the hold ; and elf the sail.
imakers were employed, night and day, in making cab.
vas buckets: and the orfop-deck baving fallen in on the
larboard side, I ordered the sheet cable to be roused
overboard. The wind at this time was at west, and
being on the larboard tack, msny schemes had been
practised to wear the ship, that we might drive intoa
Yess boisterouns latitude, as well asapproach the Western
Yslands, but none succeeded: and havmgn ‘weak car»
penter’s crew, they were hardly sufﬁc;gm to sitend the
pumps; so that we could not make any progress with
the steering machine. Another sail had been thrummed
and got over, but we did not find its use; indeed there
was 0o prospect bat in a change of weather. A large
leak had beeh discovered and stopt in the fore-hold, and
another in the lady’s hole, but the ship appeared so weak
from her fabouring, that it was clear she could not last
fong. The after-cockpit had fallen in, the fore-cockpit
the same, with all the-slore-rooms down: ihe slerne
post was 30 loose, that as the ship rolled, the waler
rushed in on either side in great streams, which we
could not stop.

' Night came on, with the same dreary prospeci as on
the preceding, and was passed in continual effort of
labour. Morming came (the 22d) without our seeing
any thing, or any change of weather, and the day was
spent with the same straggles to keep the ship above
water, pumping and bailing at the hatchways and scut-
iles. Towards night another of the chain-pumps was
rendered quile useless, by one of the rollers being dis-
placed at the bottom of ‘the pump, and this was wikous
. k4
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remedy, there being too much water in the well {0 get

" toit; we also had but six leathers remaining, so that

_the fate of the ship was nol far uff. Suill the labour went
on withaut any apparen! despair, every officer taking
his share of it, and the pecple were always cheerful and
obedient, , _

During the night the water increased ; but aboul se-

ven in the morning of the 23d I was {old that an unusaal
quantity of water appeared, all at once, in the fore-hold,
which, upon my going forward to be convinced, I found
bel too true; the stow age of the hold-ground-tier was ail
in motion, so 1hat in a short time there was not a whole
cask to be see. We were convinced the ship had
sprung a fresh leak.  Another sail had been thremming
.l night, and I was giving directtons lo place it over
the bows, when I perceived the ship settling by the
head, the lower deck bow ports being even with the
wafer,

At this period the carpenter acquainted me the well
was staved in, destroyed by the wreck of the hold, and
_the chain-pumps displaced andtotally uscless. There
was nothing left but to redouble our efforts in bailing,
but it be(.ame difficelt 1e fill the buc kets, from the quan-
lity of staves, planks, anchor-stocks, and yard-arm

“pieces, which were now washed fiom the wings, and
floating from side to side with the mdtion of the ship.
The people, till this perind, had laboured, as if deter-
mined 1o conquer their difficultics, withoat a muermur,
or without a tear; but now, seeing Lheir efforls viea
less,.many of them burst into tears, aml wept like
children. ®

1 gayve ordera for the anchors, of which we had two
remaining, to be thrown overboard, one of which (the

- "
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spare anchor) had been most surprisingly hove in
upon the forecastle and midships, “when the ship
hiad been upon her beam-—ends, and gone: lhmugh the
deck. '

Every time that [ visited the hatchway, 1 observed
the water increased, and at noon washed even with the
orlop-deck; the carpenter assured me the ship cobld not
swim long, and proposed making rafts to float the ship's
company, whom it was not in my power lo encourage’
any longer with a prospect of their safety. Some ap-’
peared perfectly resigned, weni 1o their hammocks, and
desited their messmates to Jash them in; others were’
lashing themselves to gralmgs and small raftsy but the
maost’ predommanl idca was that of pullmg on their
Best and cleanest clothes,

" The weather, about noon, had been something mode-
rate, and as rafls had been mentioned by the carpenter,
Tthought it right to make the-attempt, thoogh 1 knew .
out booms could not float half the ship’scompany in fine-
weather; but we were in a'sitvation to catchat a straw..”
I therefore called the ship’s' company logéther, toid
them my intention, recommending to them to remaim
regular and cbedient to their officers. Preparations
were immediately made to this purpose; the booms were'’
deared; the boals, of which we bad three, viz. cetter,:
pinnace, and five-oared yaw!, were got over the ide ;-
a bag of bread was ordered to be put in each, and zmy
liquors that could be got at, for the purpose of supply-
ihg therafis, -1 had-intended myself1o go in the five-
cared yawl,-and the coxswain was desiced 10 get any
thing from my steward that might be useful. Tuww men,
caplains of the tdps.‘- of the forecastle, or guarter-mas.’
ers, were placed in each of them, to'prevent any pers’

b )
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son from forcing the boats, or getling into them uniil
an arrangement was made.  While these preparations
were making, the ship was gradually sinking, the orlop.
decks having been blown up by the water Jn the hold,
and the cables floated to the gun-deck. The men had
for some {fme quiited their employmeni of bailing, and
the ship was left to her fate.

Io the afierncon the weather again threatened, and
hlew strong in squalls; the sea ran high, and one of the
hoats [lha yawl) was staved alongside and sunk., As
ihe evening approached, the ship appeared little wore
then suspended in waler. There was no cerlainty that
sha would swim frorn one minule 10 another; and the

‘Tove of life, which I believe never shewed iwself later in
the approach of death, began now lo level all distines

_tions. It was impossible, indeed, for any man to de-
«ccive himself with a hope of being saved upon a raft in
such 3 vea; besides that, the ship in sinking, it was
probable, wonld carry every thing down with herin a
vortex, 1o a certain distance,

It was near five o'clock, when, coming from my ca-
bin, 1 observed a number of people lpcking very anxe
igusly over the side; and looking myself, I saw that
several men had foreed the pinnace, and that more were
attempting 40 get in. 1 had immediate thoughts of ses
curipg this hoat before she might be sunk by numbers,
There appeared not more than a moment for consider-
ation; to remain and perish wilh the ship’s company,
to whom 1 pould not be of use any longer, or seize the
opportunity, which was the anly way of escaping,
and leave the people, with whom 1 had been so well
satisfied on s variely of occasions, that I thought I
could give wy life to presesve tham-wthis, indeed, was
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= painful conflict, soch as, 1 believe, no man con dew
tribe, nor any have 2 just ides of whe has not beon in
a similar sitnation. .

The love of life prevailed. I ealled to Mr. Rainy,
the masler, the only officer upon deck, desived him to
follow me, and immediately descended into the boat,
at the after-part of the chains, but net without great
difficulty got the boat clear of the ship, twice the num-
bet that the boat would carry pushing to get in, and
many jumping intc the water. Mr. Baylis, a8 young
gentleman fifteen years of age, leaped from the chains,
sfter the boat had got off, end was taken in.  The boat
falling astern, became exposed to the ses, and we e
deavoured to pull her bow round to keep her to the break
-of the sea, and to pass lo windward of the ship; but in
the attempt she was nearly filled, the sew ran loo high,
and the ooty probability of living was keeping ber be-.
fore the wind,

It was then thal | became sensible how e, if any,
. belter our condition was than that of those who remain-
ed in the ship; et best, il appeared to be only a prolon-.
gation of a miserable existence. We were, all together,
twelve in number, ina leaky hoat, with one of the gun-
wales staved, in nearly the middle of the Western Ocean,
without s compass, without quadvant, withost saif,
without great coat or cloak, all very 1hmly clothed, in a
gale of wind, with a great seamnmng It was now
five o'clock in the evening, and in hall’ an hour we lost
sight of the ship, Before it was dark a blanke! was dis.
covered in the beat,  This was immediately bent to one
of the siretchers, and under it, as a sail, we scadded
all oight, in expectation of being swallewed up by every
- weave, i being wilh grest difficokty that we couldm

-
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times clear the boat of Ihe waler, before the relurnof the
next great sea; all of us half dmwned: and sisting, €x.
cepl thuse who bailed, at 1he bottom of the boat ; and,
“withoul baving really perished, I am sure no people
“ever enduted more.  In the morning the weather grew
moderate, the wind having shifled 1o the scuthward, as
.we discovered by the sun,  Having survived the night,
. we began Lo recollect ourselves, and o think of our
future presetvation. -

When we quitied the ship the wind wasat N.W. or
N.N.W. Fayal had borne E. 8. E. 250 or 260 leagues.
‘Had the wind continued for five ot six davs, there was
-8 probabiiily Lhat running befure the sea we might have
fallen in with some one of the Western Islands. The
thange of wind was death to these hopes ; for, should
it come to blow, we knew there would be no preserv-
ing life, but by running befure the sea, which would
carry us again to the northward, where we must soon
afterwards perish.

Upon examining what we had 1o subs:sl on, 1 found
a bag of bread, a small ham, a single piece of pork, iwe
quart bottles of waler, and a few of French cordials,
The wind continued 1o be southward for eight or nine
days, and providentially never blew so strong but that
we could keep the side of the bhat to the sea; but we
were always most miserably wet and cold. We kept
g sorl of reckoning, but the sun and slars beig some-
times hidden Wom vs, for twenty-four houars, we had no
very correct idea of our mavigation. We judged, at
this period, that we had made nearly an E.NLE, course
since the first night’s run, which had carried us 1o the
S.E. and expectud to see Lhe island of Corve. .In this,
however, we were disappointed, and we feared that
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the southerly wind had driven us far to the northward,
Qur prayers were now for a nertherly wind.  Our con-
-dition hegan to be traly mherable, both from -hunger
-and cold; for on the filth day we had-discovered that
. our bread was ndariy all spoiled by salt water, and it
was necessary fo go on an alloivance. One biscuit
divided into twelve morsels for breakfast, and the same
-for dinner; the neck of -2 bote broken off, with the
cork in, served for a glass, and 1his Alled with water
was the allowance of twenty-four hours for each man,
This was done without any sort of partiality or distine-
tion ; -but we must have perished ere this, had we not
caught six quarts of rain wafer; and this we covld not
have been blussed with, bad we not found in the boat
a pair of sheets, which by accident had been put there,
These were spread when it rained, and when thoroeghly-
wetl wrung into the kidd with which we bailed the
boat. With this short allowance, which was rather.
tantalizing than sustaining in our comforiless condition,
we began 1o grow very feeble, and our clothes being
coutinually wet, our bedies wer in many places chafed
l[llU SUFed,
On the 3th day it fell calm, and soon afier breeze
of wind sprung up from” the 5.8.W. and blew (0 g
. gale, sa that we ran before the sea at the rate of five or
six miles sn hour under our blanket, till we judged we
were to the squthward of Fayal, and to the westward
60 leagues ;- bul the wind blowing strong we could not
ﬁt(empt ta sleer for it. Qur wishes were now for the
wiud 0 shift to the weslward. Fhiz was the filteenth
day we had been in the boat, and we had only one day’s
bread, and one boule of waler remuining of a second
sapply of rain. Our sufferings were now as greal as
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buman sirengthcould besr, but we were convinced that
good spirits were a betler support than grest bodily
“airength s for on this day Thomas Matibews, quarter~
master, (e sloutest man in 1he bost, perished from hun—
ger and cold; on the dey before he complained of
want of strength in’ his throat, as be expresred i, to
awallow his morsel, and in the night drank sslt water,
grew delirious, snd died without a groan. As it be-
came next (o a ceriainty that we shouid all perish in the
same manner in & day or two, it was somewhal comfort«
able 10 reflect, thai dying of hunger was pot so dread-
ful as our imagination had represented. Others had
complained of these symptoms in their throats; some
‘had drunk their own. wrine; and all but myself had
drunk salt water,

As yet despair and gIoom had been mccesafully pro-
kibited; and, as the evenings closed in, the men had
been encouraged by turns Lo sing 2 song, or relate a
story, instead of supper; bul this evening I found it
impossible 1o raise either,  As ibe night came on, it fell
ealme, and sboyt midnight a brecze of wind sprang up,
we poessed from the westward by the swell, but there
not being a dar- to be seen, we were afraid of running
out of out way, and waited impatiently for the rising sun
1o be our compass.

Au s00n as the dawn appeared, we found the wind
to be exactly as we bad wished, at W.S.W, and ime
medistely spread our sail, running before the sea at the
rate of four miles an hour.  Qur last breakfast had been
served with the bread and water remaining, when John
Gregory, quarter-master, declared, with much confi-
dence, that he saw land in the S.E.  We had so often
seen fog-banks, which had the apipearance of land, that
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1 did not trust myself to believe it, and cautioned the
people (who were extravaganily elated) that they might
ot feel the effects of disappoiniment : till at length one
of them broke out into a mest inymoderate swearing fif of
Jjoy, which [ could not restrain, and declared he had ne-
ver seen land in his life if what he now saw waas not land;

We immediately shaped our course for it, though on
my part with very little faith. The wind freshened 3
the boat went through the waler al the rate of five or
six miles an hour, ged in two hours’ time the land was
plainly seen, by every man in ihe boat, but st a very
great distance, so that we did not reach it Lil] 1en al
night. It must have been at least (wenty leagues from
us when first discovered ; and I cannot help remarking,
with much thankfulness, the providential favor shewn
to us in this instance,

In every part of the horizon, except where the land
was discovered, there was so thick a haze thal we could
not have seen any thing for more than three or four
leagues. Fayal, by.our reckoning, bore E. by N. which
course we were sleering, and in a few bours, had nol
the sky opened for our preservalion, we should have in»
creased our distance from the land, got o the eastward,
and of course missed all the island. Az we approach-

"ed the land our belief had sirengthened that it was
Fayal. Theisland of Pico, which might have revealed
it to us, had the weather been perfectly clear, was at
this lime cepped with clonds, and it was some time be-
fore we were quite satisfied, having traversed for two
hours a grest part of the island, where the steep and
tocky shore refused us a landing. This circomstance
way borne with much impatience, for we had flattered
ourselves that we should meet with fresh waler ot the

: 4
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first part of the land we might approach; and being
disappointed, the thirst of some had in¢reased anx-
jety almost to a degree of madness; so that we were
near making ihe atiempt to land in some places where
the boat must have been dashed 1o pieces by the
surf.  Atlength we discovered a fishing canoe, which
conducted us into the road of Fayal about midnight ;
but where the regulation of the port did nat permit us
to Iand till examined by the health officers: however,
I did not think much of sleeping tW® night in the boat,
our pilot having brought s some refreshments of bread,
wine, and water, In the morning we were visited by
Mr. Graham, the English consul, whose humane allen-
tion made very ample amends for the formality of the
Portuguese. Indeed I can never sufficiently express the
sense [ have of his kindness and humanity, beth to my<
felf and people; for, I believe, it was the whole of his

employment for sevéral days to corilrive the best means

of restoring us tv health and strength, It istrue, T be-

lieve Lhere never was more pitiable objects, Some of
the stoulest men belonging to the Cenlanr were obliged

to be supported through the streets of Fayal. Mr.

Rainy, the master, and mysell, were, I think, in betler

health than the rest ; but I could not walk withoit be-

ing supported 5 and for several daye, with the best and

most comforiable provisions of diet and ledging, we

grew rather worse than beticr,

Fayal, Oct.13, 1782, J- N.INGLEFIELD.

NAMES OF THE OFFICERS AND MEN WHOD WERE
SAYED IN THE PINNACK.
Captaio Inglefield. . ;
Thumas Rainy, Master. '
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Robert Baylis, midshipman.

James Clark, surgeon's mate, _
Timotly Sullivan, captain's coxwain.
Jobhn Gregory, quarter-masier.

+

SEAMEN,
Charles M<Carty.. Theodore Hutchins,
Charles Flinn. ‘Thomas Stevenson,

. Charles Gallohar,

NAMES OF THE OFFICERS LEPT IN THE BHIP A‘ND_
JSUPPOSED TO HAVE PERISKLD, )

. Lizutenants.
John Jordan,  1st " George Scott, 4th
Joha Treleven, 2nd George Breton, §th

Gea. Lindsay, 3rd

Jobn Bell, caplain of marines,
Thomas Huonter, purser.
Thomas Williamsun, surgeon.
Thomas Wood, boalswain.
Charles Penlarick, gunner,
Allan Woodriff, carpenter,

. MATES AND MIDSHIEMEN,
. Masses, Dobson, Warden, Hay, Evérhart, Minshaw,
Sampson, Lindsay, Chalmers, Thomas, Young.

L}
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THE SHIPWRECK OF THE VRYHEID,

A GUYCT EAMT ISDIAMAN,
OF Dymchurch Wali, near Duver, Nov, 23, 1802,

S .

The Meirille Cuatle, purchased by iire Dutch Erst Imdiz Com-
pazg, snd calied the Vrybeid—Hired by the Dutch Goveone
meat to cquvey Troops ond Stores—Encounters & Besvy Gole
~Universe} Distress and Consternation of the Prssesgers—The
Captain refuses to teke & Pilot on bosrd-—Farthier Proof of his
Obnijoacy—The Ship drives end stribes on one of the Jejties of
Dymchureh Wall—She breaks. her Back—DBMelancholy Fate of
the Captain, his Wife, srd Chili—Fighteen of the Crew escape
on a Fragment of the Wreck—Statemeat of the Crew and Pas-
sengers,

THE Melville Castle, 3 British East Indiaman, afler
performing the usua! number of voyages, was put up by
the Company for sale, and purchased by an agent of the
merchants of Amsterdam trading fo the East Indies.
She was navigated to Amsterdam, where she onder
went a folerable repair in her upper works, and was
new sheathed and coppered, while her knees and time
bers remained in 2 very decayed state. Thus patched
up, the Company tendered her to the Government,
which then chanced to want s Jarge ship to carry out
troops and stores to the Cape of Good Hope and Bata.
via, reserving the liberty to bring home a return freight,
A surveyor was immediately ordered on board, who re.
poried that the ship was in perfect repair, and wanied
nothing but the necessary stores 1o equip herfor the

-
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voyage. Theship was accordingly furnished with stores
of every kind, was painted throughout, and sectived the
name of the #yheid.

On Monday, the 8th of Nvvember, 1782, the troops
destined to embark on board the Veyheid received or-
ders lo marck from Rofterdam fo Amstetdam, whete
three hundred and twenly men, the flower of the regi-
ment, were selected out of nearly une thousand, who
formed the second battalion of marines in the service of
the Batovian republic.

On Saturday, the 20th, (he {roops were ordered to
emback, which was done without delay ; and early Lhe
fullowing morning the udmiral, colonel, and atl the offe
cers fwent on baard the Vryheid, sccompanied by their
ladics, atlendants, and domestics.

‘The ship immediately got under weigh, and proceed-
ed with a favorable breese till early in ghe moming
of the 224, when it blew a heavy gale from a contrary
direction.  The cxptain hereupon erdered the top-gub
lant-masts and yards te be siruck, when she scemed to
vide much easier than before.  As the day epened, the
wind, however, blew with encreased violence, anmd
evety exertion of the crew o render the sh: p manage.
able proved ineffectual,

The most serious apprehensions now began to be
entertained for the safety of the vessel; and the siaia
of ihe ladies on board was particularly dictressing.
Bome embraced their children, and wcpt over them in
specchless agony, while athers, in vain, xmplored their
husbands 10 procute (he means of landing them in safety
on their native shore, and lo give up the voyage. TFhe

commander, Captain Scherman, was himself in &
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very Urying situation. His lady was on board, with
an infant only three months old at ber breast; and
her affliction was aggravated by being surtounded
with so many females fondly weeping over their off-
spring, and imploring aid at the hands of the caplain,
who had (he utmost difficnlty to prevail on them to
leave Lim, that he might attend to the duties of his
station.

The slip continued to drive before the wind till.
about three o’clock on Monday aflernoon, when the
slorm increased io a perfect hurricane. The main-mast
suon aflerwards went by the bvard with a 'lre:_nendous
crash; by which accident several of the crew "were
swept overboard and drowned, and four or five were
wounded. This disagter greatly augmented the fears
of all on boatd ; the captain himself, the admiral, and
the other officers, now seemed to consider their Lives
in the most imminent danger ; for though they were
rear enough w the Kentish shore to discern objects,
yet the waves,. which 1hen rolled. mountains high,
totally precluded the possibilily of receiving any assis-
lance. '

A signal of distress was now hoisled, and, after very
great exerlion, the ship came to anchor at the enlrance
of Hythe Bay : but, as it was quile dark, no assistance
arrived from the shore, though the wind was not quile
so lempestuous. The crew were pleptifuily regaled
by the captain’s orders, and a beam of hope ilumined
‘e_very countenance ; but it was, alas ! of short dura-
tion. Ttre ship was found to have sprung a Jeak ; all

“hands were ordered to the pumps, and while thus em-
ployed, the storm again canie on wilh redoubled vio.
leuce, :

!
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Universal conslernation now prevailed; the shricks
of the females and children, at each successive blast of
wind, were sufficient to nnman the stoutest heart.

Every refief that circumsiances would admit was af~ -

forded by the ship’s company and the troops, te the
unfgrtunate ladies, many of whom were by this time.

clinging round their busbands, and fainting in their:.

alms.

In this dismal situation they remained several liours,
“during which the greatest order and sobriety reigned
on board, till about six o’clock on Tuesday morning,
when he vessel parted from her best hower anchor’
and drifted towards Dymchurch Wall, abou! three
miles to the westward of Hythe, During, the whole
morning they continued fring guns of distress, and
kept the signal flying. At day-break a pilot boat put
off from Dover, recommending o the caplain to put
back 1o Deal or Hylhe, and to remain Ul the weather.
became more n.oderate, 5 IF you proceed, (said the
boatmen) eil hands wil be lost; you are not ac-
quainted with- the ccast, and if the gale continaes,
nothing can save you.” The caplain, however, neg-:
lecled their advice, conpceiving the danger to be less
imminen{, and fattesing himsclf, that as the day open-
ed the wind would abate, when he shoOld be enabled
to pu{ into seme bay or port, wilhout being obliged
to comply with the demands of the Dover pilots,
of to pay the Down fees for coming to an anchor
there.

The pilot-boat had scarcely left the ship, when
the commodore at Deal dispaiched two boats {o en-

deavour {o board her, The fatal ob:glinécy of the cap~ -

B
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tain wus again strikingly displayed; the crew were
ordered lo let the vessel drive before the wind, and to
pay no atiention to the commodore. The boats then
fired several shots, as a forther signal, to bring to,
bet these were equally disregarded, One of the boats
in a few minutes pussed very ¢lose under the stern,
desiting, that as the ship had lost her mainmuast,
she would immediately put about, and stand for the
first port, ‘To this solicitation no reply was given,
and 1he pale increasing, the ship soon lost sight of
both the boats. The ill-fated captain then appeated
in the ntwost agitation, and bitterly repenied his not
having taken a pifot on board; but it was now too
Iate; 1he ses roared tremendously, with a dreadful
twell, which effectuatly prevented any relief from being
afloided.

The wind blew z hurricane from the south and
south-west; the signal guns continued firing incessantly,
mmd the captain twice sitempted to put the ship
about, but in vain. She was now near Dymchurch
Wall, where the coast, for a space of sbove two
miles, is protected from the encroachments of the sea
by oterlaths and immensé piles, and is farther se. .
cored by larze wooden jeities streiching far into the
sez.  Onthe first of these jeuies the unfortunate vessel
strock,

“In this desperate situation, the wind becoming more
and more boisterous, the captain ordered the mizen- .
mast to be gut awsy, and all the water in the hold to
be started, by staving the caske, while a part of the
crew, under the direction of the officers, were inces~
sanlly employed at the purops. Almost all the balk
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last was heuved everbonrd ; but, in spite of every exs
ertion, the danger seemed every moment (o increse,
The officers conld not now refeain from reproaching the
captain with having slighted the advioe of the English
#n the boats; he appeared deeply sensible of his error,
but it was teo late to repent,

The admirsl revommended the sheet anchor (o be
cut away, which was accordingly done, and nealy
two cables were veered out, i the hope of bringing
off the ship. Meanwhile she continwed to best upon
. the piles, and the sea to break over her with such
violence, (hat the men were no Jonger able to remain
itrthehold. The pamps had, by this time, beosme e
completely choaked with sand and mud, as to be rens
dered totally vseless, and s speedy denth sppeared ine-
vilable, The foremast, soon alterwards, went over the:
ship’s side, hurtying along with it twelve of thecrew,
who were instantly out of sight.  The ladies now began
to strip themselves quite maked, & custom which it
seems i usnal among the Dulch fomales, o similay
occasions, and several were handed to the bewsprit,
ettended by ‘their husbands. The otbers chose 1o await
their fate an.the quarter-deck, where siood the ad-
miral, and the colonel of the regiment, with their
ladies, who were affording assistance fo Mirs, Scher-
man, then suckling her infant at the feet of her hns-
band, '

About eight o'clock, the rudder was disoovered to
ba unshipped, while the tiller was fearing up the
gun-deck, and the water rushing in very fast at the
po rt At this moment most of the passengers and
ctew joined in solemn.prayer to the Almighty, and
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while engaged-in this act of devotion, ‘the sea foamed
dreadfully, and made a fair breach over them, so that.
they were obliged to exert every effort fo remain in
the ship. From the uncommeon fury and roaring of
the waves, the guns could scarcely be heard even
on board, and ‘no hope remained of cbtaining suc-
cour from ihe shore. As the last expedient, the cap-
tain gave, orders 10" cnt away ihe anchors from the,
bows, when a viclent swell immediately parted them,
and the ship drifted with irresisiible force farther bn the
piles. :

The unhappy sufferers bad now po other prospect,
than that of instant destruction; every human exer-
tion had heen made to save the vessel; nothing more
could be done, and all stood in silent suspence await-
g the awful moment that should hurry them into
- elernity, .

The morning was unusually dark, and what aggra-
vated the horross of the terrific scene, the ship was not
roore than fouar or five cables’ lenglh from the shore; so
the crew could discern several people on the Wall,
but wio were unable to attempt to afford any relief.
It wus about tweniy-five minutes afier eight when a
tremendous sea dashed wilh such force against the ill-
fated vessel, that after rocking like a cradle for two
or three scconds, she sphit her timbers, and immedialely
broké her back, Abou! one hundred and seventy
persons were instantly overwheimed by the furious
element, and not one of them reached the land.
The wreck, thus toin asunder, sull prcsenléd nearly
three hundred miserable objects clinging 1o the va-
ricus parts that remained abuve water; and the tre
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mendous noise of the foaming billows was entirely

- drowned by the piercing shrieks and cries of the females

and children.

At the earnest request of the admiral, the jolly~
boat, shich was hanging over the slern, was now
launched, and he, together with the celonel and eight
females, were helped into her. Mra. Scherman wept
incessantly, but refused 1o quit her husband to accom~.
many them. They had not proceeded far when a
dreadful sea broke over them, and the boat instantly dis-
sppeared. In a few momenis the colonel was.observ-
ed endeavouring to suppor! his lady above water, when
s returning wave overwhelmed them, and they rose no
more. ) ’

The ship was settling rapidly, and each determined
ta risk some experiment to reach the shore,  The cap-
tain proposed to his lady, that they should make them.
selves fast lo a large hen-coop, and commit their lives

* to the mercy of the waves. A few "of the crew hav-
ing cut away the coop, and with great dithcully made
fast 1he caplain, Mrs. Scherman, and her infanl, afler

_an  affectionate parting, lowercd them down over the
stern.  They had neaily reached the Wall, followed by
the aoxious looks of those on board the wreck, vhena
huge piece, that had been detached from it, drove
them completely under, and they were never seen to
rise. _

Painful as was this spectacle’ to the remaining
auryivors, their whole allection was absorbed in cope
triving the means of their own preservation. A lieg-
tenant, his wiie, and two female domestics of the uns
fortunate admiral, still remained on the wreck, and.
the men agreed to make one more effort 1o save

¥ol. 1. ) L
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- .them. Seizing one bf the hatches which had been

torr: asunder, they fastened to it a piece of the quar-
ter gallery, and fashed the females to the planks; while
the lieutenant, being a good swimmer, skripped, and
faving likewise taken'a rope found his middle, the raft
was lowered.into the water. In a few seconds, a fre-

mendons gust of wind overturned the raft, end hurled:
every soul io the boitem. ' Thus perished all the offi--

cers and fernales who remained on the stern of the*

wreck. -
The bowsprit was, about this time, tom asunder

from the other piece of the wreck. There, as it has

been already observed, many of the females, and of5-

cers had faken refuge. The number of persons about :

the rigging and varicus parts of the bows was now -

sbout one hundred and five, who were driven towards

the wall by the violence of the iurf, Thote on the -
stern walched the event with the utmost solicitude, and

just when they subposed their unfortunste companions
beyond the reach of farther danger, a tremendouns sea

broke overthem, and whelmed them all in ope general '

destruction. .
The sea was instantly covered with lheu‘ bodies, and
many of the unhappy wretches had nearly reached the

* shore, when wave ipon wave, ar length, triumphed

over all their exertions. Among the most 1nlereslmg
of the sufferers, was a captain of marines, swimming
wilh one baud, and supperting his lady by her hair with
theother; (ill avercome with cold and fatigue, he turn-
€d round, clasped her in his arms, and both immediately
sonk.

The wreck, meanwhile, was gradua[ly disappearing,
l.nd. many of the seamen and marines, mccemvely seim
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ng on various timbers, precipitated themselves into that

destruction they were to anxious to escape. [t wasnaty-

yal, that after so many dreadful examples, none of thuse

who remaired on the wreck should be willing to ate

tewpt simifar experiments, Not more than foriy-fiva

were now lefi on both parts of the wreck, which fre«

quently became so entangled, that the men were near

enough to converse with each other. Their siluation,
was, however, rapidly approaching to a crisis; the

planks were torn away from all parts, and . each suc-

ceeding sea swept away two or three of the wretched

survivors. At length two of the seamen defermined

to lash themselves to a Jarge hog-trough, and to endean
wour to reach the land. They were handed over the,
larboard side, and, afies a miraculous escape from a

fragment of the drifling wreck, they made the beach,.
insafety. Out of all the adventurers who had quilted

the ship, these were the first that reached the desired

akore.

Their_success contributed greatly to ammale those
who remained, behind, wha mstanlly fell to. work,
to form a kind of ralt, which, in a few minutes, was
‘sniﬁqagnl]y rigged. To this frail conveyance the sur~
vivors commitled their lives, and had scarcely cleared
the wreck when a heavy sea struck the ship with such
impetuosily as to dash-her into a hundred pieces. From
the numeraus fragments of the wreck,. floating in every
direction, each of which seemed 1o threaten inevitabla,
destruction, the situation of those on the raft was pe-
culiarly awful. ’I'hey confinued, however, lo driff
" nearer the wall, when a piece of the wreck ran foul of
them, swepl off esghteen out of thirty-three, and wound-
adglitherestin s g eater or less degree. at the ame

L2 .



0e SHIPWRECR OF TRE vntunn:

time they were driven forward wnih such velocity, as to
ke unable to afford any reficf to those who were struck
off. Oneof these poor fellows was snaiched from the
deep by the enterprizing humanity of 2 Mr. Kemp, of -
Hythe, who, at the imminent hazard of his own life,
was chserved endeavouring 1o save another] a soldier,
when a piece of timber unfortunately struck the latter
an the head, and he sunk.  About ten minutes afier this
fatal accident the survivers reached the wished-for shore,
half dead with fatigue and the severe bruises they had
received.
Thus, out of feur hundred aud seventy-two persons,
who embarked in the Vryheid, not more than eighicen
escaped. This wretched remnant of the crew of that ill~
" fated vessel received from the inhabitunts of the adjacent

ceast, such generous at{ention, as not only contributed
" fo their recovery, but amply relieved all their necessi-

sities. They likewise collected the bodies of the unfor-
" tunate sufferers, scattered for many miles along the coast,
and were at the expence of interring them in a decent
manner. Captain Scherman, his wife, and child, who
was found at the breast, and many more of the officers
und their ladies, were commitied to the grave with every
mark of respect.

A very liberal subscription was aflerwards raised by
the inhabitants of Folkstone and Hythe, to enable the
survivors to return 1o their pative Jand, which they reacl=
ed about ten days after the (atal accident.

It is a circumstance worthy of remark, that a small
merchant vessel, which left the Texel the same day as
the Vrybeid, took on board a pilot: of Margale, and
was brought safe into port, without losing a singie hand
during the storm.
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The following is an accurate statement of the crew
and passengers of the Vryheid:—312 soldiers, 42 offi~
cers, 22 women, 20 passengers, 7 children, 51 seamen,
Total, 454 persons lost.——8 soldiers, 10 seamen.—
Total, 18 saved,

L3
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. " THE L0SS oF
: HIS MAJESTY’s SHIP SCEPTRE,
OF S1XTY-¥OUR cu:;'s. '
l'nTah_lE Bay, Cape of Good Hope, November the 6th, 1798,

.

Distress of the Sceptre in a Storm'in Toble Bay--The Launch lost
—A Fire discovered on Beard—Eatinguished by the Wares
that broke over the Ship—The Poop is washed wway—The
‘Wreck parts in two piaces—Situation of those who reinained on

~ the Bow—Providential Escape of Mr. Buddle, & Midshipman
Ioterment of the unbappy Sufferers on the Occasion—~Hevos
amony the other Shipsin the Bay. .

O he afternoon of Thursday, the 4ih of November,
1799, his Majesty’s ship Sceptre, of 64 guns, Captain
Valentive Edwardsé, was Iying in Tablé Bay, with the
Jupiter, of 50 guns, the Oldenborg, s Danish 64 gun-
ship, and about iwelve other vessels. It was then pere
fectly calm, but the clouds began o appesr black and
lowering, and to indicate an spproaching storm. _

On Friday morning, November the 5th, it blew a
heavy gale from the north-west. The situation of Tabie
Bay is such as toafford no shelter when the wind is in
thal quarter, as it then blows directly inlo the Bay, At
half past ten o’clock the caplain ordered the top-masts
to be struck, and the fore and main yards {0 be lowered,
to ease the ship. At neon, no particular danger being
apprehended from the storm, a salule was fired io com-
memoration of the Gunpowder Flot.
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Half an hoor afterwards the ship parted from her best
bower-cable; the sheet-anchor was immediately let go,
- &nd the sheet-cable veered away to twenty-eig(\l fathoms,
The gale still continued to increase in fury; at two
o’clock the vessel parted from the best hower cable, the
crew immediately let go the spare anchor, but in veera
ing it away they slip_ped the spare cable, the end of it
not being secured. '

The laanch was now hoisted out, to enaeaveur to get
the end of a cable from his Majesty’s ship Jupiter, soo
was, howeves, unfortunately apset, and totally fost, to-
gether with the whole of the crew.-

From two till half past six minute guns of disiress
were fired, and the ensign hoisted, union downwards,
Al seven, when the ship parled from the sheel-anchor,
the utmost confusion prevailed on bozrd, from a too pre-
cipitate order for every man to provide for hisown safety,
She conlinved to drive at the thercy of the waves for
about fen minales, when she siruck on a reef of rocks,
broadside to the shore, heeling on her larboard side to-
wards the sea. 'The captain now ordered the main and
mizen-mask 10 be cut away, and soon sfterwards the
fore-mast went by the board. '

About eight o'clock the gun-room was discovered fo
be on fire. This accident was occasioned b ¥ the matches
communicating to some powder scattered about at the
time the signal guns were fired. The smoke issued in such
8 manner from the different hatches, ‘38 1o prevent any
allempt to go below: for the purpose of extinguishing the
fire. Fortunately, that which no human exertion could
"probably have performed, 'was, in ‘aboust ten ini.nules,
effected by the incessant sess that burst ever the ship.

' ‘ 14
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At a quarler past eight the orlop-deck suddenly gave
way, and Lhe larboard side of the vessel feli in, when the:
officers and crew werg, in consequence,‘ obliged to re=
treat to the starboard breadside. Here many of the crew
were washed off and instantly drowned; and, among
the rest, Mr. Tucker, a midshipman, who perished in the
altempt to reach the bow of the ship, ' Dexnaring of as-
sistance from Lhe shore, several »© * &
overhoard, bul & - - At
. .., wumthe eddy caused by the wreck, lhey

_weire carried onl 10 sea, in spile of the aid which those on
board endeavoured lo afford them.

Ahout half past nine o’clock the poop was washed
away, and seventy of eighly of the crew jumping overs
board, reached with much difficulty. They had neatly
gained the shore, when 3 heavy sea striking the after~
part, it went end for end over, and every person uporn
it perished: The wreck soon arei Waius neeiea 1n toe
wards the shore, and upon heeling off again it rent fore
and aft, parting in two places, before the main-chains
and abaft the fore-chains.

No language can describe the herrors of that fatal mo-
ment. A horrid yell was heard for about a minute, afler
which all was silent, the wreck having instantly dashed
to pieces most of the unfartunate safferers, It was at
this time that the caplain, the officers, and a great part
of the crew lost their lives,
~ About thitty or forty sesmen and marines sill remain-
ed on the bow, where tremendons seas were incessantly
breaking over them,and threatening instant destruction.
“Their only hope of preservation depended on a single
gum, whose weight they flatiered thewmselves would pre-
vent the bows frgm being upset, At this critical moment,

e crew now teaped
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it may appear almost incredible, but H is not the less
true, that several of the men were either fast asleep, or
i a kind of stupor, with their hands fast locked in the
chain-plates, From this situation they were, however,
soon roused ;-the timbers of the bow, incapable of resist«
ing the fury of the lempest, suddenly opened, the gun
went from the side, a2nd ali thé unfortunate sorvivors
were instantly precipitzted into the body of the wreck,
Atthis time Mr, Buddle, a midshipman,whose accooné
farnished the materials for the present narrative, wag
nearly insensible.  Struggling only to keep above water,
he floated in a direction parallel with the share, and thus .
escaped the fragments of the wreck, by which all his
companions, who made directly for the shore, with the
exception of three men, were unfortunately dashed ta
pieces.  His strength was soon exhausted ; as a last at-
tempt to save his life, he caught at a small piece of tim-
ber, 8 nail in which wounded him in the breast, He in=
stantly fainted away, and did not recover his senses tilf
about eleven o’clock,when e found himself on the shore,
lying upon a heap of dead bodies. He then attempted to
rise, bot in vain; for though he felt no pain, bis Teft knee
was broken, his right kne€ was cut almost half through,
and his bedy much bruised. In this state he was carried
to a large fire, where Mr. James Spink, a midshipman,
generously covered him with his coat, remaining naked
hiraself, tiit Mr. Buddle was carsied to the Lospital,
The.only officers saved from fhe wwreck, were Mr,
” Shaw, master’s mate, and Messrs, Spink and Buddle,
midshipmen; together wilh abouot forty-seven seamen,
and one marine. Out of these nine died of (heir wounds
on the beach. Had it not been for the assislance afe
forded by the light dragoons, who rode into the suth
L3
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it is more than prabable that ev ery soul would bave pes*
tished.

Lleu;enanls, Pengelly, Jones, and Tucker ; Mr.
Dredge, purser, Mr: Bury, surgeon, and Messrs, Petlie
and Popham, midshipmep, happened fortunately to be
on shore at the time of the.fatal catastrophe.

All the other officers were lost, in the wreck, together
with about three hundred. and forty-eight- seamen and:
marines, Three waggon loads of dend were next morp-
ing 1aken to a place near the hospital, and -there- inter<
red. About one hundred more bodies, miserably mane
gled, were buried iu one hole on the beach, The bodies
of ali the officers, excepting the captain, were found,.
and were, the.following Sunday, interred at the Cape,.
with military hongurs, .

Very few of the vessels lying in Table Bay, at the lime-
of the fatal accident, rode cut the iremendous gale.
Among these was his Megesty s ship Jupiter, . The O’
denborg was driven on shore, and entirely lost, but she
fortunately grounded on a sand-bank, in such a ‘manner, -
that most of the crew reached the shorein safety. Eight
olher vessels, among which was 2 Iarge American ship .
{rom Bombay, laden with cotton, were likewire dnven
an shore, and totally lost.

The Sceptre had on board many of the trophies taken
at Seringapatam, which were consequently lost with the
ship. The wreck diifted on shore at Hottentot Holland, .
about two miles from the plave where she lay at anchoy,

.
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‘ : THE LOSS OF
THE HECTOR. FRIGATE,
In the Attantic Ocean, October the 5, 1782,

mr—— R ——r

The Hector is separated irom the West Indin Convoy—Engages
two French Frigates—Sastains considerable Damage in the
Action—Mortality on Beard—Distressed Situation of the Ship
~—She falls in with & Snow bouad to hew!‘ound]and in whu.h
the Survivors escape,

-ON the 25th of Augost, 1782, the Heclor was sepa-
rated in the night from the men of war and merchant.
‘men, bound from Jamaica 1o England, under the com-
‘'mand of Admira] Graves, On the 5th of September, be-
‘ing becalmed, she fell in, during the night, with two
French fngales, L’Aigle and La Gloire, which sheered
«off, after a close engagement of three hours. The Hector
‘had 46 men killed and wounded, and among the lalter
-was Captain Bourching all her masts, rigging, &c. were
«cut to shatters. When the ship left Jamaica, her full
complement was only 365 men, including 40 invalids
and 60 French prisoners.

On the 15th they encountered a severe gale, and the '
ship made much water. By the 22d they had buried.
&0 men; two lieutenants, the gunner, and carpenter,
and had lost both the main and mizen-mast. They were
upon short allowance of waler, one quart in every twen-
ty-four hours, four pumps were kept going, night and
day ; the hatches were all nailed dowri; despondency
and borror were impressed en every counlenance, and

. ‘L8
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the officers were under the mecessity of earrying side-
arms and pistols, to keep the pumps going.

On the 291h, in a severe squall, With a cross-quarter
gea, {he ship coiling to windward, with Ler opper deck
ports in the water, they hove all the guns overboard; the
rudder broke off near the water’s edge, and the foremast
went over {he side, Being obliged to take off some of
the hands to clear ihe wreck, the pumps gained very fast”
upon them o nine feet water. Their fresh water had by
this iime becomesall; ihe people deserled, and even the
centinels themselves got down inlo the store-rooms and
drank rum and wine till they were found dead.

After drifting about 200 leagues, and being the last four
days without a spoonful of water, the people falling dead
st the pumps, ofi the 3d of October, at three P. M. they
discovered a strange sail, which put fresh spirits inlo the
- poor emacialed crew, It proved to be a snow from
London, bound to St. John’s in Newfoundiand, and by
the 5th the whale of the survivors had kelt the Hectwr and
got on board her. They left scveral dead on the deck,
with fifteen feet water in the hold, and then set her on
fire, to prevent ker falling into the hands of an evemy.
On the 171l they hiad the happiness to arrive at St. John's,
ihough in the most deplorable condition imaginable,

iy
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AN EXTRAORDINARY
FAMINE IN THE AMERICAN SHIP PEGGYPy

. ©n her reiurn from the Asores o New York, in 1765,
s

e ———

The Peggy encounters viclent Storms on her retnrn from the
Azores to New York—The Frovisions run short—She fafts in
with & Vessel, which bears away without affording any Relief
~—Horrid Extremities to which the Crew are reduced—They
murder a Black Servant belanging to the Captain, and subsist
upon hia Body-—This being exhausted, they cast Lots for a
sccond Victim—A suil is discovered-—They obtain Relicf from
the Captain, who conveys the Teggy 1o Foglaud.

FAMINE frequently leads men to the commission:pf
the most horrible excesses: insensible, on such occa=
sions, ta the appeals of nature and reason, he assumes
the characler of a beast af prey; hels deafto every re«
presentation, and coolly medltalea the death of his fel-
low-creatare,

One of these scenes, 5o afflicting to humanity, was,
in the year 1763, exhibited in the brigantine (be Peggy,
PDavid Harrison commander, fre:ghted by cerlain mer-
chants of New York, and bound to the Azores. She
arrived without accident at Fayal, one of those islands,

. and having disposed of her cargo. look on board a
lading of wine ané spirits. On the 241h of Oclober, the
same year, she set sail an her retusn to New York,

" On the 2uth, the wiod,’ which had till then been far
vorable, suddenly shifted. Violent siorms, which suce
2

T
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ceeded each other, almost without interruption, during
the month'of November, did much damage to the ves~
sel. In spite of all'the exertions of the crew, and the
gxperience of the captain, the masts wenl bj!' the board,
all the sails, excepling one, were torn fo rags; and, to
add to their distress, several leaks were discovered in
the hold, A
A! the beginning of December the wind abated @

Listle, but the vessel was driven out of her course; and,
destitute of masts, sails, and rigging, she was perfectly
unmanageable, and drified to and fro at the mercy of
the waves, This, however, was the smallest evil; an~
other of a- much’ more alarming nature soon manifesied
itself. Upon examining the stale of the provisions, they
Wwere found o be almost tofally exhausted. In this de~
plorable condition the crew had no hope of relief but
from chance. . -_ . .
- A few days after this unpleasant discovery, two vese
‘sels were descried early one morning, and a transient
ray of hope cheered the unfortunate crew of the Peggy.
The sed tan so high, as 'to prevent Caplain Harrison
from approaching the ships, which were soon out of
sight. The disappointed seamen, who were in want of
every thing, then fell upon the wine and brandy, with
which the ship was Jaden. Tbey allotted to the captain
. 1wo small jars of water, each containing about & gallon,

.being:the remainder of their stock. Sume days elapsed,
during’ which the meén, in some measure, appeased the
‘painful cravings of hunger by incessant intoxication,

~ On the fourth day a ship was observed, bearing to-
_wards them in full sail: no time was lost in making
signals of distress, and the crew had the inexpressible

-
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satisfaction to perceive that they wereanswered, The
sea was sufficiently calm to permit the two vessels toap~
‘proach each other. The strangers seemed much affect-
ed by the account of their sufferings and misfortunes,
nnd promised them a cerlain quantily of biscuit ; but it
was not immediately sent on board, the caplain alledging,
as an excuse for the delay, that hé had just begun a nane
tical observation, which he was desirous to finish. How
wever unreasohable such & pretext appeared, under the
present circumstances, the famighed crew of the Peggy
were obliged to submit. The time ‘mentioned by the
captain had nearly expired, when, to their extreme mor-
tification, the latter, regardless of his premise, crowded:
“all his #ails and bore away. No language is adequate
1o describe the despair and consternation which then
*overwhelmed the crew. Enraged, and destitute of hope,
they fell upon whatever they had spared till then. The
~only animals that remained ‘on board were a couple of
pigeons and a cat, which were devoured in an insiant,
"The only favar they shewed the captain, was to reserce
for him the head of .the cat, - He afierwards declared,
that, however disgusting it .would ‘have been ‘on any
oihér occasion,” he ‘thought it, at that moment, a treat
exquisitely delicious, . The unforlunale men then supe
ported their existence by living on oil, candles, leather,
and these were entirely consumed by the 28:h of Do
cember,
+. From that day, tillthe 15th ofJanuary, it is impossis
ble to tell in what manner they subsisted. Caplain Hard
" rison had been for some time unable to leave his cabin,
heing confined to his bed by a severe fit of the geutd
On the last mentioned day, the sailors went to him ina-
body, with the mate at their head ; the lalter acted as
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epokesman, and, after an affecting representation of
the deplorable siate to which iliey were reduced, de-
clared thal it was necessary to sacrifice one in order
fo save the resi, adding, thal their resolution was irre-
vocably fixed, and that they intended tocast Jots for the
victim.

The caplain, a tender and humane man, could not
bear such a barbarous proposition without shuddering 3
he represented to them that they were men, and ought
1o regard each other as brethien; thal by such an assas-
sination they would for ever consign themselves to unie

- versal execration, and commanded them, with al} kis an-
. thority, to relipquisk the ides of cominitiing such an atro-
ciouscrime. The captain wassilent; but he had spoken
o deaf men. They all with ene voice replied, that ik
was indifferent to them whether he approved of their
reselution or nol; thal they had only acquainted him
with it out of respect, and becasse he would run the
same risk as themselves; adding, that, in the general
misfortune, a!l command &nd distinclion wepe at an end.
With these words they left him, and wenot upon deck,
where the lots weie drawa,

_ A negro, who was on board, and belonged to Cap-
fain Harrison, was the victim, i is more than proba
Lle, that the lot had been consulied only for the sake of
form, and that the wreiched black was proscribed the
moment the sailors firsl formed their resolution, He
was instantly sactificed.  One of Lhe crew fore out his
liver and devoured if, willoul having the patiece fo
dress it, by broiling, or in any other manner, He was
won aflerwards taken ill, and died the following day
in convulsions, and with all the symptoms of madness, -
Some of his comrades proposed to keep his bady to live

-
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upon, after ihe negro was consumed; bot this advice
was rejected by the majority, doubtless, on account of
the malady which had carried him off. He was, there=
fore, thrown overboard, and consignud 1o the decp.
The captain, inthe intervals, when le was leat ¥
mented by the gout, was nol mose exemnf
tacks of hunger than the rer/ ¢ (

ved ol w crew 3 bul he ree
sistec 3 -

sted all Lhe persuasions, of vo0 001 partake of their
harrid repast. He

: - ¢Sotented himsell with the water
which hatl bee, . . .. O
2 Lssigned him, mixing with 1t a small
?;Jaknl:ty “pirits, and this was the only sustenance bhe
atrmyg the whole period of distress,
"T'he body of the negro, equally divided, and eaten
wilh the greatest economy, lasted 1ill the 26th of Janu-
ary. Oun the 251h, the famished crew deliberaled upon
selecling a second victim.  They again came lo inforo
the capiain 6f their intention, and he appeared to give
his consant, fearing lest the enraged sailors might have
recourse to the lot without him. They lefi it to him to
fix upon any method he might think proper. * The cap-
tain, summoning all his strenglh, wrole upon slips of
paper the name of each man then on board the brigan-
tine, folded them up, put them into a hai, and shook
thero together, The crew, weanwhile, preserved =n
awful silenge; each eye was fixed, and each mouth
open, while terror was strongly impressed upon every
countenance., With a trembling band one of them drew
from the hat the fatal billet, which he delivered 10 the
caplain, who opened it, and read aloud the name of
David Flar. The anlortunaic man, on whom the lot had
fallen, appeared perfectly resigned to his fale, ** My
friends, said he lo his companions, * Lhe only favour §

W
wam t]’]e at»
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request of you is, nol to keep me long in pain; dispatch

_ measspeedily as the negro”” * Then turning to the man
* who had performed the first execution, he added:—< 1t
is you 1 chuse to give me the mortal blow,” He re-
quésted an hour 1o prepare himself for death, to which
his comrades could only reply with tears, Meanwhile
compassion, and the remonsirances of the captain, pre-
vailed ovér the hunger of the most hard-hearted. They
unanimously resolved to defer the sacrifice till eleven
‘o'clock the following morving.  Such a shest reprieve
efforded very litlle conolation 1o Flat. The cerlainty
of dying the next day made such a deep impression
upon his mind, that his body, which, for sbove a month,
had withsiaod the almost tolal privation of novrishment,
sunk beneath it. Hewas seized with a viplent fever,
and his stale was so much aggravaied by a delitinm,
with which it was accompanied, ‘that some of the sail
ors proposed to kill him immediafely, in order to termie
nate his safferings, The majority, however, adhered
to the resolution which had been laken, of wa:tmg till
‘the following morning. : ;

Alten o’clock in the morning of the SOIh of January,
6 large fire was already made (o dress the limbs of the
anforlunate viclim, when a sail was descried at a dis-
tance. A favorable wind drove her towards {he Pegey,
sud she proved to be the Susan, returning from Virginia
and bound to London,

The captain could not refrain {rom tears st the alfect.
‘ing account of the sufferings endured Dy the famished
crew. He lost no time in affording theem reliel, supply -
ing them immediately with provisions and rigging, end

” offeved 10 convey the Peggy to London. The distance
from New York, their proximity to the English coasl,
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- together wilh the miserable state of the brigantine, in-
duced the {wo captains lo proceed to England.. The
voysge was prosperous; only two men died, all the
others gradually recovered their strongth, Flat-himself
was testored 1o perfect healih, after having been 10 nest
the gates of death, - : - .

s
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THE i.OSS OF THE ROYAL GEORGE,

At Spithead, August the 19th, 1782,

¥’
Preliminary Reflections—Cause of the Catastropbe of the Royal
George—Preservation of Part of the Crew—TProvidential Res-
cue of Lieutenent Dutham and Mr. Bishop—Biographical No-
tice of Admiral Kempenfeldt—Loss of the Lark-~Historical
Farticulars of the Royal George.

WHEN the brave die in balille, the ardor which im-
Ppels them to glory, and renders them insensible of their
danger, leaves a brilliancy Behind which mitigates, in
a great degree, the grief of their relatives and friendss
But nothing ean be more distressing, than to behold a
muititude of gallant men, in a moment of inaclivity,
perhaps in the midst of amusemenls, and the height of
enjoyment, anchored on their own coast, and riding in
smooth water, overwhelmed in a moment in the liguil
abyss, and precipitated into an awful eternily. Such
was the fale of the crew of the Royal George!

The Royal George had just returned from a cruize,
in which she had made more water than usual.  As it
did not decrease afier she came into harbor, an order
was issued on Saturday, the 14th of August, for her to
go into dock. The carpenter and others, afier a strict
survey, inding that the leak was nol more than two feet
below the waler-mark, and supposing il ta be occasion-
ed by the rubbing off the copper-sheathing, it was re-
solved, in arder to save lime, 10 heave her down al Spit-
head. Il was meanwhile discoveied, that the pipe, for
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the oceasional admission of waler to cleanse and sweelen

- the ship, was out of order, and that it wes necessary 1o
replace it with a new one.  As the ship required to be
heeled very much for this purpose, the greater parl of
the guns were remaved from one side tn the other: but
ot expecting the vessel to hevl so much as she did, the
¢rew neglecied to stop the scuppers of the lower decks,
5o that the water ¢oming in on the deck, she, for some
time, stole down imperceptibly. During this business’
4 great part of the crew were at dinner; a3 soon as they

" discovered their dangerous situation, they beat 1o arms,
to tight the ship, but in vain, Inafew minutes she fell’
flat on one side, filled with water, and the guns, shot,
&ec, falling from the other side, acceleraled her decent, -

and she went 1o the boltom before any signal of distress’
could be made.

At this fata! moment there were nearly twelve hun-
dred persans on board, including aboul two hundred and
fifty women, and several children, chiefly belonging to
the scamen, wha had- been permitted to go on board
when'the ship cast anchor at Spitheat, and 1o remain-
there till the order for sailing arrived. The people who-
were on walch upon deck; to the number of two hun~:
dred and thicly, were mestly saved by ihe boats, which
wete manned with the utmost expedition by the ships
near the Royal George, when they observed i(hat the
vessel was going down. Their bssistance was, however,
delayed for some time, by the swell occasioned by the
sinking of such a large bedy, which produced atempo=
rary whirlpool in the water. Ahout seventy others, who
rose afler the ship disappeared, were also picked up 3’

" awong these were fout lieutenants, eleven women, and
the rest seamén. '
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One of the officers, thus rescued, wys Lieutenant Pare
bham, who furi'lmalely was ihe officer of the watch, and
upon deck, when he observed the vessel going down.
He had just time 1o throw off his coat and scramble on
the bean:, from which, as the ship sunk, he was soon
washed, and left fleating. about -among men and ham-
mocks. A drowning marine canght him by ihe waist-
coat, and held him fast, so that he was severzl times
drawn under water. It was in vain to reason with the
man: he, therefore, clung with his legs round a ham-.
mock, with one hand uwnbuitoned his waistcoat, and,
sloping his shoulders, committed it, together with the
unfortunate marine, 16 the waves, He then got 1o some
of the fop-rigging, a boat came to him, but he nobly de-
clined the assistance offered by those on board her, pumt..
ing to them where Capiam Waghorne was in great dana,
ger, and-desiring them 1o go fo his relief. The gallant
youth was at lengih tzken up, and brought in safe!y tor
the shore, -

~ Mr. Heory B:shop, a young man about r‘nneteen years-
of age, experienced a very exiraordinary preservation..
Being on the lower deck at the time of the fatal acci=
dent, as the vesse] filled, the force of the water-huarried .
him almost insensibly up the haich-way, when, al that.
instani, he was met by eneof the guns which bad fallen:

from the middle deck. Striking him on his left hand, it

Broke three of his fingers; be, however, found himself,.
in a few seconds, fioaling on the surface of the wl.ler,
till he was luckily taken up by a boat.

By this sudden and dreadful catastrophe, nearly nine
hundred persons perished. Among the rest, the losy of
Afimiral Kewmpenjeldt, whose flag was then fiying on
board the Royal George, was universally lamented. He

——
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was the son of Lleulensnl-CoIone] Kempenfeldt a nhas
live of Sweden, whose characler is preserved in the
Spectator, under the name of Captain Seniry. Heen-
tered very early into the service of the navy, for which -
profession he soon’ discovered ancormon falents, In

the year 1757 he was appointed captain of the Elizabeth,’
and proceeded with Commodore Stevens to the East Ine’
dies,” where be’ distingiished himself in three several

actions against the French squadron, being always op~
posed toa ship of superior force; and his abilities were
of the uimost jmportance during the blockade of Pondis

chery, as well as the subsequent reduction of Manilla, .

by Admiral Cornish, in 1761. Afler serving a consis
derable time in the East Indies, he obtained leave to re-
turn to England, Dm?ng the.peace he constantly spent”
part of the year in France, notin the pursnit of pleasure, .
biit in search of professional knowledge, in which, if he
did not excel, he at least equalled any neval officer in
Europe. At the commencement of the American war
he was appoinied to the Buckingham, and served as firat
captain, under the Admirals Hardy, Geary, and Darby;
and his gdllant conduct contributed in no small degree to
the capture of the convoy under M. Guichen. Hischa.
racter in private life rendered his acquaintance an envi-
able acquisition, and as an officer h:sﬂeath was g severe
loss to this country.

The Lark sloop victaaller, which was lying along side
the Roya! George, wasswsallowed up in the voriex oc-

casioned by the sinking of the vessel, and several.of {he

people on hoard her perished.

The Royal George was the oldest first-rate in lhe
service. She was built at Woalwich ; her keel was laid
down in 1751, and she was bauled out of the dock in



é-m 1033 OF THE ROYAL GEGRGE,

July 1755, it being unusual, at that time, to build such
Zarge ships 6 slips to Taunch.  She was pierced for 100
guns, but having recently had twe addltmna[ poris, ins
cluding the carronades, mounted 108 guns; she was
rather shor! and high, likeallthe old first-rates, but satled
s0 well, that she had more Bags on board her than any
vessel then in the service, Lord Anson, Admiral Bos-
cawen, Lord Hawke, Lord Rodney, Lord Howe, and
several other principal officers, repealedly commanded
in her. She carried the tallest masts and squarest can-
vass of any English-built ship in the pavy, and originally
the heaviext metal; namely, 52, 40, and 28 pounders,
but they had been changed, on account of her age, to
40, 32, and 18 pounders. .

Several attempts have been made, at different times,
but without success, to weigh the Royal George. The
- top of her main-mast is said to haye been vistble so !ateiy
as the year 1799.
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THE LOsSS OF
THE GROSVENOR INDIAMNAYN,

Oo the Cuast of Caflratia, Auguds 4, {752;

Witk Particulars relative to the nrfertunate Survivors of the Wreck,

el e

Observarions—~Causes that contributed to the Loz of the Grosve-
nor——"The Ship strikes and purts—The Poop, with all on buard’
the Wreck, floats info shox! Water, and they arrive safe on $hots
They are plundered by the Natives—Resolve to proceed tuthe
Cape—Skirmish with the Natives—They aepurate into two Par-
ties——Distruss fur want o Food—Anoiher Divisive of one of the
Parties—Persecutions from the Natives—Fatizues and Difii-
culties attending their Progress~Duminution of their Numbers
hy Hunger and Fatigue—The wholu Party is ut length redured
to three Persons—Their wretched Coudition—They overtake
the Survivors of the other Division—Ave fuund by twa BMen bea -
longing fo a Dutch Settlement, and firwarded in Carts to Swels
Tendam«~An Expedition sent by the Dutch Guvernment in guest
of the others, by which twelve Persoms ara picked up by the
Wag-—Its Progress impeded by the Nutives—A second Party
of Dutch Colonists explore the Country for e rame Purposc—
They arrive at the Place where the Grosvenor wan wrecked—-
One of the Compuny killed Ly en Elephant—Captain Rivu's
“Rellecticns on the Conduct and Fate of the Grosrenor's M-ew,

IN the melancholy catalogue of human woes, few
things appear more emineotly disastious than the ges
neral fate of the Grosvenor’s crew.  Shipwreck is al-
ways, even in Hs mildest form, a celamity which fills the
mind with borror; - but, what is instant death compared
to the situaiioh of thoce whe had hunger, thirst, and
nakedness to conlend with ;" who only eacaped the fury'
VoL, L M
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" of the waves to enter into conflicts with the savages of
the forest, or the greater savages of the buman race;
who were cut off from all civilized society, and felt the
prulonganun of life to be only the lengthened pains of
death ?

The Grosvenor sailed from Trincomale June the 131h,
1782, on her homeward bound voyage, and met with no
memorable occurrence till the 4th of August, ihe fatal
day on which she went on shore.

During the Lwo preceding days it had blown very
hard, -the sky was overcast, so that they-were unable to
take an observalion; and it is likewise probable,- that,
from their vicinily to the shore, they had been carried

. out of their course by currents. The combination of
these circumstances may account for the -error in their
reckoning, which occasioned the less of the ship. It
appears, (hal Captain Coxson had declared, a few
hours before the disaster took place, that he computed
the ship to be al least one hundred leagues from the
pearest land, and this opinion lulled them into a false
security.

John Hynes, one of the survivors, being sloft with
some others, in the night-watch, saw breakers a-head,
and asked his companions if they did not think that land
was near, . In this opinion they sl coincided, and has-
tened to inform the third mate, whoe was the officer of
the watch. The infatuaied young man only laughed at
their apprehensions; upon which one of them ran o the
cabin to acquaint il captain, who instantly crdered 1o
wear he ship. But before this'could be accomplished,
her keel struck with great forre; in an instant every
persoun on board hastened on the deck, and apprebension
and horror were impressed ou every counlenance.

7 .
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The captain efeavonred to dispel the fears of the
pessengers, and begged them to be composed. The
pumps were sounded, but ne water found in the hold, -
as the ship's stern lay high on the rocks. Ina few mi-
nutes the wind blew off the shore, which filled them wilh
apprehensions lest they should be driven out to ses, and-
thus lose the only chance they had of escaping: The
_powder-room” was by this {ime full of water, the masts

. were cuf away, withqut any effect, and the ship heing.
driven within & cable’s length of the skore, all hopes of
saving her vanished.

"This dismal prospect produced distraction and despair,
and it is impossible to describe the scene that ensued.
Those who were most composed set about forming a
raft, hoping, by means of it, {o convey the women, the
children, and the sick, to land. Meanwhile three men
attempted to swim Lo the shore, with the deep sea-line;
one perished in the attempt, butthe other {wo suc-
ceeded, By these a hawser was, al lenglh, carried lo
the shore, and fastened round the rocks, in which opera.
tion they weresassisted by great numbers of the natives,
who had come down to the weater’s edge, to witness the
#ncommon sight.

The rafl being by this time completed, was launched
ovezrboard, and four men got upon it to assist the ladies ;
bat they had scercely taken their stafion before the haw-
ger, which was fastened round it, snapped in two, by
which accident it was upset, and three of the men
drowned. In this dilemma every one began to think of

_the best means of saving himself. The yawl and jolly~
boat had already been dashed to pieces by the violence
of the surf; so that the only means of preservatioy

LR
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“pow Jeft was by the hawser, made fast 10 the rocks hand
over hand, Several got safeon shore in this manner,
while others, to the number of Hlteen, perizhed ip the

-dificalt attempt, )

The ship scon separated, just before the main-mast, -
The wind, at the same time, providentially shifted to
the old quarter, and blew directly upon the land, a cir

- cumstance which contributed greatly 10 1he preservation
of those on board, whoall got on the poop, as being
nearest to the shore. The wind and surges now impelling
them, (hat part of the wreck on which the people were,
rent asunder lore and aft, 1he deck splitting intwo.  In
this distress they crowded upon the sgarboard guarter,
which soon floated into shoal-water, the oiher parts of
the wreck breaking off 1hose heavy seas, which would
otherwise have ingulphed, or da-hed them 1o pieces.
Through this foriunate incident, all on board, even lhe
Ladies and children, got safe on shore, excepting 1he
covk’s mate, a black, who being drunk, could not be
prevailed upon to leave the wreck.

Before this arduous business was well effecled, night
came on, and the naiives having retired, several fires
were lighted with wood from 1the wreck, and the whole
eompany supped on such provisions as they picked up
on theshore. ‘Two tenis were formed, of sails that had

. -drified to the shore, and in these 1he Jadies were lefi to

repose, while the men wandeied abuut in search of such
sriicles as might be of service,

O the morning of the 5th, the patives returned, and,
without ceremany, carried "off whatever suited their
fancy.  This conduet caciled a thousand apprehensivns,
particularly in the minds of the Jemales, Jor their per.
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sonal safely ; but nbserving thal the savages contented
themselves with plunder, their fears were somewhat ak
layed. :

The next day was employed in collecting logether
il the articles that might be vseful in 1helr journey to
the Cape, to which they imprudently resolved 1o direct
their course; & resolution which involved 1hem in con »
plicated misery, and which can be justified by no wise
principle.  From the wreck they might easily have built
& vessel, capable of containing them all, and by coasting
slong they might have reached 1he nearest of the Dutch
sctllements with hall the danger or 1ik to which they
were thess exposing themseives, Distresy, however,
somelimes deprives men of all presence of mind 5 so the
et of Lhe Grosvenor, havirg just escaped the dangers
of the sea, appear to have considered land as the mont

“desirable altemative, witbout reflecting on the almost in-

superable obstacles that lay in their way.

On examining their stores, they found themselves in
possession of {wo casks of flour and s tub of pork, ~that
had been washed on the beach,. and some arrack, which
the captain prudently ordered to be siaved, lest the oa.
tivesshould get at i1, and by intoxication increa:e their
natural ferocity. ’

Captain Coxcon new called {ogether the survivor,

“mnd having divided the provisions among thew, asked if
they consented to his conlinuing in the command, to

which 1bey unanimonsly agreed. He then informed

them, thal from the best calculations he could make, be

was in hepes of being able to reach some of the Dutch

settlements in fificen or sinteen days. In this cakeuls-

tion the captain was probably not much mistaken, “Sab-
M3
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sequent observations prove, lhat the Grosvenor must
have Leen wrecked between the 27th and 281h degree
af south latitude; and asthe Dulch colonies extend be-
yord the 315t degree, they might bhave accomplished
the journey within the time specified, bhad not rivers in~
tervened and setarded their progress,

Every thing being arranged, they set out on lhe&rymr-
ney, on the 7th, leaving behind only an old East India
soldier, who, being lame, prefeired trusting himself 1o
the natives, 1ill some more faverable opportunity of gets
iing away should present itsel; eadding, that he might
as well die with them as end his life en the way of pain
and danger,

As they moved forward they were foﬂowed by some
of the natives, while others remained at the wreck.
Those who accempanied them plundered them, from
Lime to lime, of whatever they liked, and sometimes
threw stones at them, After pruceediog a few milea
they wete met by a parly of about thirty of the nativex,
whose hair was fastened pp in a conical form, and their
faces painted red. Among these was a man who spoke
Dutch, who, it afterwards appeared, was a run-away
slave from the Cape, on account of some crimes, and
was named Trout, When this man came up lo the
English, he enqguired who (hey were, and whither they
were going. Finding by tbeir answers that they had
been cast away, he informed them, that their intended
journey Lo the Cape would be aitended with unspeakable
difhculties from the natives, the wild beasts, and tha
‘natere of Lthe country through which thcy would have (o
pass. .

Thengh (his did not contribute to raise their spirite,
they tried {o engage him as a guide, but no arguments
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could brevail upos him to comply with their wishes,
Finding all their solicitations freitiess, they pursued their
journey for four or five days, during which they were
constantly surrounded by the natives, who tock from
them whalever they pleased, but invariably retired on
the approach of night,

As they proceeded they saw many villages, which
they caretully avoided, that Lhey might be less exposed
Lo the insults of the natives. At length they came to a
deep gulley, where they were mel by three Caffres,
armed with lances, which they held several times to the
<aptain’s thruat, Irritated beyand all palience by their
conduct, he wrenched one of the lances from their bands
ond broke it.  Of this the natives seeined 1o take ne no-
Aice, and went away; but the next day, on coming o
a large village, they there found the three men, with
three or four hundred of their counirymen, all armed
with lances and 1argets.  As the English advanced they
were slopped by these people, who began 1o piller and
Insalt them, and at last fell upon and beat them,

. Conceiving that it was the intention of the natives
to kill them, they formed the resolution of delending
themselves to the last extremity. Accordingly, placing
the women, the children, and 1he sick, at somc distapce,
the remainder, 1o the number of eighty or ninety, en-
- gaged their opponents in a kind of running 6ght, for up-
wards of two hours, when our countrymen gaining an
eminence, where they could not be surrcunded, a kind
of parley took place. In this unflortunate epcounter
many were wounded on both sides, bul'-m:mg! killed,
After a pacification had taken place, the English cut
the buttons from their coats, and presented them lo
M4
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the natives, upon which they went away and returned ne
nmore,

The following might lhey were tersified with ihe noise
of wild beasts, so that the men were obliged ta keep
watch to prevent their ton near approach, Whtadread-
fus! situation, especially for females of delicate hahits, and
so lately posessing 2l the !uxuneﬁ that esstern refine-
ment conld afford,

When morning arrived, they wete again joined by
T.out, who had been an board the wreck, and had load-
ed himself with various articles of iron and. conper,
which he was carrying 10 his habitation, He cac-
fioned them against making any resistance in foture,
for as they were not furnished with uny weapens of

_defence, opposition would only tend to iritate the nae
tives, and increase obstructions, With this advice e
left them, ' :

Having made some progress duting the day, they a-
greed to pass the night near a deep gulley, but were so
d .turbed by the Lonlings of wild beasts, that they could
get but lile sleep. Though 3 large fire was kept up,
to intimidate these unwelcome visitors, they came so
r.car as {0 occas.on a gencral alarm,

The next day, as they were advancing, 2 parly of
patives came down upon them, and plundered them,
amorg other thicgs, of their tinder-bos, fiut, and siech,
wiich preved an irceparable loss, They were now t:blrg-
ed to catry will them a fire-brand by turns, the natives,
following them G} it was almost dark. At leugih they
came {6 a small river, where they determined o stop
duting the night. Before the natives retired they becaine
more insolent thaw ever, robbing the gentlermen of their
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watches, and the Tadies of ihe diamonds which they had
secreted in their hair. Oppouition was vain, the altemjt
to restil Lhese oulrages being productive of fresh-insults,
and even blows, -

The following day they croised the river. Here

their pravisions being nearly expended, and the delay
‘and fatigue vccasioned by travelling with the women and
children being very grear, the saifors began to murmur,
and each seemed resolved to shift for himsell,  Accord-
ingly the captain, with Mr. Logie, the first mate, and
kis \Mﬁ:, the third mate, Colonel Jamex and lady, Mr.
snd Mrs, Hosea, Mr. Newman, a passenger, the purser,
the surgeon, and five of the children, agreed 10 keep tos
gether, and travel g3 before 3 many of the satlors were
also prevailed npon fo attend them, by the liberal pro.
mises of the passengers.

On the other hand, Mr. Shaw, the secopd mate, Mr.
Trotter, the fourth, Mr, Harris, the fifih, Captain Tal-
" bot, Messrs. Williams and Taylor, M. D’Espinette, sew
vefal vther gentlemen and their servants, together with
s number of the seamen, in all lorty-three persons,
among whom was Hynes, from whom much informaiion
was afterwasds obtained, resolved lo hasten forward.
A young gentleman, ot the peme of Law, seven oreight
years of age, crying after one of the passengers, they
agreed to take huo with ther, and te carry him by turas
when tired.

This separation was equall_y fatal, crael, and xmpt}htzc.
however, the second mate’s party having been stopped
by a river, they ance mote joined with great <aticfaction,
nnd travelled in company the whoje of ihal day and pan

of the next,
M3
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They now arrived at a large village, where they found
Troul, who intreduced his wife and child 1o them, and
begged a piece of pork, . Ife inflormed them that this
was his residence, and repeated lus former declaration,
that 1he natives would not suffer him to depart, even H
he were inclined Lo return (¢ hisown country, He, how-
ever, communicated various articles of informaiion rela-
tive 1o their journey, for which they made due acknow-
ledgements; butilis to be lamenled, that he could not
be induced o extend his services. or ralher, thal his
crimes and character rendered him dangerdus to be
trusted, and fearful of tlrusling himself among Cheis-
tians, ’

During their conversalion with Trouf, the natives sur«
rounded them in numbers, and continued to follow Lthem
till dusk. The two companies passed Lthe night together,
but that distress, which ought to have been the bond of
unity, was unforlunately perverled inlo an occasion lor
disafection and complaint.

Their provisions running very short, a parly went
down to the sea-side, fo seek for shell-fish on the rocks,
and found a considerable quantity of oysiers, muscles,
and limpets. These were divided among Lhe women,
the chiidren, and the sick; for lbe lide happening to
come in belore they had collected a sufficient stock, some
of the wretched troop were obliged to pul up with a
very scanly allowance.  After a repast, which rather
excited than gratified their appetites, they continued
their march, and about noon reached a smail viliage,
where an oid man approached them, armed with s lance,
whicl he levelled, making, at 1he same lime, @ noise
somewhat resembling the report of & musket. From this

-
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circumstance, it is probable, he was acquainted with the
use of fire.arms, and apprehended they would kil his
cattle, for he instantly drove his herd inbo the kraal; an
inclosure, where they are always secured upon the ap-
pearance of danger, and dwring the night, The old
man look no farther motice of the English, but they were
followed by some of the other inhabilznts of the viilage.
who behaved extremely ilf, - -
The final separation now took place; they paried to
meel po more. In adopting this tesclation, they appear
ta have been influenced by motives which had, at least,
the specious appearance of reason. They conceived,
that by pursuing different routes, and traveliing in small
parties, they should be less the object of jealousy Lo the -
natives, and could the more easily procure subsistence.
To counterbalance these advantages, bowever, they lost

thal unity of action, that systemaiic direction, which a
prudent superior can communicale {o those onder his
care; and, by rejecting established asthority, they soon
split into parties, guided only bv caprice, and swayed
by temporary views. Afler all, they did not part, with-
oul evincing those emotions 8o honorable o human na-
ture: their misforlunes had, in some measiire, levelled
distinctions, and the services of the lowest were regarded
as tokens of friendship, not expressions of duty,

. From this pericd, the fate of the captain, and his as~ ~
sociates, is almost wholly unknown, But imagination
cannut form a scene of deeper disiress, than what the
delicate and tender sex, =nd the innocenl children,
must have experienced, From the accuunts of some of
the parly whao survived their distresses, and ssbsequent
inguiries, ¥ is prubable that the hand of death soon re-

MG
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keased (hem from their aceumulated ills; though the
public m'nd was long harassed with the beliel that
few had been doomed Lo worse than death among the
natives,

The separation being detlded upon, the parly which.
bad attached iiself to the second ale, travelled till it
was quile dark, when, arrivirg al a convenient spot,
they kindled a fire and reposed for the night.

. Next day they proceeded; as they conjectured, thirty
miled; and though they saw great numbers of the na-
tives, shey received-from them not the least moleswion,
TFowards the close of day {hey reached an extensive
wood, and being fearful of entering it, lest they might
lose their way, they spent m resiless night on its verge,
being terribly alarmed by the howling of wild beasts.

They continued their route the following day, till
Boon, without any other food than wild sorrel; and such-
berries as they observed the birde {0 peck al. None
of the natives made their appearance; the wanderers.
baving reached a point of 1he rocks, found some shellw.
fish, apd, afier refreshing themselves, they advanced 1ilb
they came (o the banka of a large riw:r, where they re-
posed.

Next morning, finding the river very broad and deep,
and several of the company. being unable to swim, they
resolved to follow its windings, and seek some place
where it was fordable. In-their way they passed-many-
sillages, the inhabilantsof which were too much alarm-:
ed to yield them any assistance. Pursuing the course-
of the river & considerable way, and not finding il bew
come nartower, they delermined to construct eatama-.
1eps; a kind of mft, in order. to cross it, This beigg:
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effucted, with sueh materials as they found on the banks,
thuse who could nol switn were placed upon the flvat,
which bejug impelled by the others, they all eressed it
m Qafeiy, though the river was computed to be not iess
than tw o mifes over.

It was'now three days since they had lefl the sea, and
during that petivd they had scarcely taken any nourish-
menl hutl water and a little wild sorrel,  Fhey, theres
fore, again directed their course 10 the shore, where
they were fortunate enough to find aburidance of shell-
fisk, which afforded them a very seasonable refreshment.

After following the trendings of Lhe coast for three or
four days, during which the natives suffered them Lo pass
without molestalion, penetrating & pathless wood, where
perhaps no haman being had ever trod, uncertain which
way to proceed, incommoded by the heat, and exhausi«
by the falignes of their march, they were almost ready
to wink, when they reached the summil of a hill, Here'
they rested, and had the satisfaction to see a spacious
plain before them, through wh'ch a fine siream mean~
dered,  As the wild beasts; however, were accustomeds,
in their nocturnal prowlings, to resort to this place for
water, the situation of the travellers was perilons, and
subject to continual alarms.

- In the morning one of the party ascended a lofty tree;
% observe the trendings of the coast, afler which they
resumed their course, and entered another wood just aa
the night set ine  Huaving paved ¥ by paths which
the wild beasts alone had mede, they again reached
the sea-coast. Here Lhey made fires, which, after the -
fatigaes they had undergone,was a toiltome business,
and threw inte-them the oysters they had collected, to

5
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make them open, as they had not a single knife remain.
ing among them.  On this spot they reposed; but found
no waler, B

Next day the wanderters, in the course of their jonr.
ney, had the good fortune 10 discover a dead whale,
which sight, in their present sitnation, afforded them no
litlle satisfaction. The want of a knile 1o cut it up pre-
vented them from taking full advantage of this acciden.

tal supply ; sume of them, though in the extremity of
~ hunger, nauseated this food: while others, making a
fire on the carcase, dug out the part, thusroasied, with
oyster-shells, and made a hearty meal.

A fine level country now presented ilsell, the sight of
which caused them to believe that their fatigues were
near a termination, and (hat they had reached the nor«
thernmost part of the Dutch colonies. Here new dissen-
sions arose, some advising that they should penetrate
inland, while others persevered in the original plan of
keeping in the vicinity of the sea-coast.

After many disputes, another division of the party took
place. Mr, Shaw, the fourth male, Mr, Harris, the
fifih, Messrs, Williamsand "Vaylor, Captain Talbot, and
seamen, to the number of twenty-two persons, among
whaom was Hypes, the reporter, resolved 10 proceed in-
land, The carpenter, the ship’s sleward, M. d’Espi.
vette, and Mr, (livier, with about twenty-four seamen,
continued to follow the shore.

The party which look the interior, procceded fo:
three days through a very pleasant couniry, where they
saw 9 great number of deserted kraals, During this
time they had nothing (o subsist on but a few oysters,
which they carried with them, and some berries and
wild sorrel, gaihered on the way, The efivcls of hun-
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ger svon compelled them 1o return 1o the coasi, where,
as usual, they found a supply of shell Ash.  As Lhey
were proceeding up a steep hill, soon after their separas
tion, Captain Talbut complained of great Jassilude, and
repeatedly sat down lo rest himself, The company,
several times indulged him, by doing the same; but,
perceiving that he was quite eshausted, they went on,

teaving him and his faithful servant, Blair, sitting bes
side each other, and neither of lhem were heard of any
more. :

Having reposed near the shore, the next day, about
noomn, they arrived af a small river, where they found two
of the carpenter’s party, who, betng unable to swim,
had been left behind. The joy of these poor creatures,
al the sight of their comrades, was excessive. They
were preserved, since they had been in this place, al-
most by a miracle, for while they were gathering shelle
fish on the beach, their ire went out, so that it is won-
derful how they escaped being duvoured by the wild
beasls. ’

They were with difficully got over the river, and tra-
velling en for four days more, the party came toanother
river, of such breadtﬁ, that none of them would attempt
to pass it.  Having no allernative, they marched along
s banks, in hopes of finding a practicable passage, and
arrived at a village, wherethe natives shewed them the
inside of a walch, which some of (he carpenter’s party
had given for e little milk. Mr. Shaw, conceiving that
auch a traffic would not be unacceptable, offered them
the inside of his watch for a calf.  To these lerms they
assented ; but no sooner had they obtained possession of
ihe price, than they withheld the calf, which was im-
mediately driven out of the village,
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"They continued their march along the river for several
days, and passed throogh several villages without moles-
tation from the inhabitants, Gl they came lo a part
where they conceived lhey should be able 1o cross.
Having constructed a catamaran, as before, they al
passed the river in safety, excepting the two who had
been left behind by the carpenter’s parly, and who were
afraid to venlere, These unforiunale men were never .
scen afterwards.

Having gained the opposite bank, the company now
proceeded, m an oblique direction, towards the shaure,
whic h they reached about noon on the third day. The
mext morning, at the ebbing of the tide, they procured
some shell-fish, and having refreshed themselves, they
puréued their journey.

In the course of that day’s mareh they foll in with =
party of the nalives, belonging, as they imagined, to s
mew.pation, by whom they were beaten, and extremely
#l-treated, Fo avoid their perseculions they concealed
themselves in the woods Lill the savages had resired,
when they assembled again, and resomed their march.
They had not proceeded far before they perceived the
prints of human feet in ihe sand, from which they con~
eluded that their late companions were before thern. In
the hope of rejoining them, they lraced theit suppused
footsteps for 8 while, but sden lost them among the rocks
and grass.

After some time they came to another river, nol very
Broad, but of considerable depth, whieh they passed in
-safety on a catamaran as before. Nothing remarkable
wccurred during the three [ollowing days; bot at the
expiration of (hat period they overtook the carpenter’s
party, whose sufferings. they found had been even mora

>
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severe than their own, The carpenter himself had been
poisoned by eating some kind of fruit, with the nature
of which he was unacquainted: M. d'Espinette, and M.
Qlwvier, worn cut with famine and fatigue, had becn
left to their fate.  The anfloriznate little traveller, Law,
was stilt with them, and had hithcrio supported every
hardship in an astenishing manner,

Thas once more united, they proceeded together |

they came to a sandy beach, where they found 2 couple
of planks, with a spike-nail in each, This convinced
them that some European ships had been near the coast,
or that they were in the vicinity of some scitlement, The
rails were prizes of the first consequence ; these being
flaitened between two stones, were shaped into somes
thing like knives, and, to men in their situstion, were
considered a most valuable acquisition.
" In & short time tirey came to another Tiver, on whose
banks they accidentally found fresh water, which induced
them to reat there for the night. In the morning they
crossed the river, and, on examining the sea-shore, they
found another dead whale, which diffused a general joy,
till a large party of patives, armed with lancer, came
down spon them. These people, however, perceiving
the deplorable condition of the travellers, conducied
themselves in such a pacific menner, as fo diepel their
appretensions.  One of them even lent those who were
employed upon the whale Mislance, by means of which,
and their two knives, they cut it intojunks, and carried
off a considerable quantity, il they could find wood and
waler to dress H, :

On coming toa river the following day, another of
the . party dropped, and they were under the cruet
necdssity of leaving him behind. Having plenty of pre~
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visions, they now proceeded lour days without infermise
sion, and procuring a stick, 1hey set aboutmaking a kind
of calendar, by culting a noteh for every day; but, in
crossing a river, this resister of lime was lost, and the
care they had taken to compule their melancholy days
was of no avail.

They soon reached a new river, where they halied for
the night. The [requent impediments of rivers much
" retarded their progress,  Few of these, however, are of
great magnitude at any dislance from the sea; but
as Lhe waves derived all their subsistence from the walery
clement, they were abliged to submil to the inconveni-
ence of passing them in genersl where the tlide Hlowed.
This witt account for difficuliies, from which, had it been
praclicable, & more inland course would have exempted
1iilems. ]

As the weather was very unfavourable next morning,
some of the company were afraid to cross the river, upon
which Hynes, and about 1es more, being impaiient to
proceed, swam across, leaving the rest, among whom
was Master Law, behind them. Having gained (he ope
posite shore, they proceeded till they came to a place
where {hey mel with shell~fish, wond, and water. Hero
they halted twodays, in expectation of Lhe arrival of the
others; but, as i still blew fresh, they concluded that
their moers imoreus companions had not venlured to cross
the river; therefore, thinking it in vain 10 wail any
longer, they went forward.

They had not travelled many hours before they had
the good fortune to discover a dead seal on the beach.
One of the kuives being in the possession of this parly,
they cul up their prey, dressed part of the fiesh on the
spot, and carried the rest with thewm,
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The next morning the party lefl behind overtook
them; il was now conducied by the ship's steward, and
in the interval {rom the recenl separation, it appeared
that they had suffered exiremely from the natives, from
hunger and faligue, and that five of them were no more.
Thus these unfortunale men were rapidly losing some of
their body3 yet the refiection of Lheir forlorn condition
did not rouse them to a sense of the good etfects of una-
nimily, which slone, had it been eilher a permanent
principle, or enforced by an authority to which they
ought to have submilied, might have saved them many
distresses, and would have tended to the prescrvalion of
nutmbers. Concord is always strength; the contrary,
even in Lhe happiest circumstances, is weakness and
ruin,

Having shared the remainder of the seal amang them,
and taken some repose, they again proceeded in cne
body, and afler some time came to a lofly mountain,
which it was necessary to cross, or to go round the bluff
point of a rock, on which the surf beat with greal vio
lence., The lalter appearing to be much the shortest
Passage, they chose it, but bad reason to repent their
determination, as they had a miraculous escape with
their lives,  Some of them not only lost ther provisions,
but their fire-brands, which they had hitherto carefuily
carried with them, were extinguished by the waves,

" Dispirited by this essential loss, which was their
chief protection from the wild heasts, they felt the mi-
sery of their siluation with aggra\-ated force, and an
add:itional gloom clouded their fulure prospects, March-
ing along in this disconsvlate mood, they lefl in with
some female natives, who immediately fled.  When the
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travellers came up to the spot wlhiere these women had
been first descried, they had the satisfaction to find
thal the fire, an which they had been dressing muscles,
was not extinguished. With joy they fighted their
brands, and, alier a few hours rcpone, pursued 1ht.rr
course,

Next day they arrived al a village, where the patives
off:red 1o barter a young bullock” with them. The in
side of a walch, some buttons, and other trifles, were
offered, and readily accepted in exchange; the beaal
being delivered up, was dispatched by the lance of one
of the natives. The Caffres were pleased 10 receive
 back the entrails, and the carcase being divided-in the
most impariizl manner, our people ook up their ahode
for that night near the village, and the next morning
passed another river on a catamaran.

The bullock was the only sustenance they had hither-
to received from the natives, by barter or favor, excepts
ing that the women sometimes gave the poor child who
accompanied them some milk. Among the most barba-
rous nations, the females, to the honour of their sex,
are always found to be comparatively humane, snd
never was there a more just object of commiseation
than Master Law, Hitherto he had got' on trlerably
well, through the henevolent sttention of his compae
nions, He walked when able, aud, when lired, they
carried him in {grn without a murmur.  None ever ob«
tained any foed without allowing him a share. When
ihe rest were collecling shell-fish, he was Jeft to- watch
ihe fire, and on their return he panticipated in the
sp(;il:.,

They now entered a sandy desert, which they were

ten days in passing. In this desolate tract shey hads
. { .
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smony rivers {o pass : and, had il not been for the supply
©f faod they carried with lhem, they must all have pe-
rished. Huwever, ey lad wood in abundance, sels
dom failed to find water, by digging in the sand, and
beiig safe fram the apprehensiivns of the oatives, this
appears to have been the most pleasant part of thew
Jnu-ney.

Huving crossed the desen, lhey enlered the territories
of 2 new nalion, hy whom they were sometimes mal-
treated, and at others were suffered 1o pass without mo-
leslation.  Being now on the borders of the ocean, they
fell in willh a party of the natives, who, by signs, ad-
vised (hem to go inland ; and, complyirg with their
directions, they soon arrived at a willage, where they,
found only women and children.  ‘The women brought
out s fitle mitk, which they gave 1o Masigr Law, [t

was contained in a small ba-ket, curiously formed of -

rushes, and so compact, a¢ 1o hold any kind of liquid.
Here they had an opportunily of examing several huts,
and observed the mode in wineh the nativeschurn their
butier, The milk is put intoa leaihern bag, which is
suspended in the middle of the tent, and pushed back-
ward and lorward by two per<ous, iill the buiter arrives
ata proper convistence. Wkhen thus prepared, they mix
it with sool, snd auoinl themscives with the cumposi=
tion, which proves a defence agarnst the intense heat of
the climate, and rendess their limbs uncommanly pliss:t
anmd active, :
Vi hile the travellers were resting themeelves, the
wmen belonging lo the village returncd drom hunting,
“eachh bearing upen ihe point of his spear a piece f
deer’s flesh, They formed a ning seund 1he :tanger,
and seemed 10 gaze un thew with admiralion.  Ailer
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having satisfied their curiosity, they produced Lwo bowls
of milk, which they appeared willing 10 barter; but as
aur wretched countrymen had nothing (o give in ex-
change, they drank it up themselves,

"Scarcely had they finished their meal, when they all
rose up, and in an instant wenl off into the woods, leav-
ing the English, under some apprehensién as to the cause
of this sudden motion. In a short lime, however, they
returned with a deer, and though our people earnestly
intrealed to be permitted to partake of the spoil, the na-
tives not only disregarded their solicitations, but like.
wise insisted on their quitting the kraal. This they were
obliged to comply with, and, after walking a few miles,
they lay dawn to rest.

For several days they pursued their journey withont
any remarkable occurrence. They frequenily fell in with
the natives, who had great nombers of oxen, bul they
would part with nothing without a return, which it was
nat in the power of the travellers to make, They had,
however, the negative satisfaction of nut being annoyed
in their progress. They now came to another river,
where they saw three or four huts, containing only wo-
men and children, The flesh of sea-cows and sea.lions
was hanging up to dry, of which the women gave the
travellers a part. They slept that night al a small dis.
tance from Lhese huts,

Next morning Hynes and nine others swam across
the river, but the rest were loo timorous to make the at.
templ.  Those whe had crossed the river, soon after-
wards had the good fortune to observe a seal asleep, just
st high-water matk, and haring cut off his refreat, they
found means to kill him. Having divided the flesh, they
travelled foar or five days, occasionally falling in with
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the natives, who, wpon the whole, behaved with tole-
rable {orbearance,

They now arrived st another river, which they were
obliged to cross, and, proceeding on their roule, the
next day, found a whale; and thus being well supplied
with provisions, they resolved to halt for their compa-
nions; but, afler waiting in vain two days, they pro-
ceeded without them, They aflerwards found (bat their
compsnions had taken a more inland route, and bad got
before them, - Having, therefors, cut up as much of the
whale gy they could carry, snd being much refreshed,
they proceeded with alacrity, having now no necessily
to loiter in quest of food.

Thus they. travelled for more lhana week, and in their
weay discovered some pieces of rags, which satisfied
thern that their late associates had got the start of them,
They now entered an extensive sandy desert, and find~
ing, towards the close of the first day, but little prospect
of obtaining either wood or water, they were much dis-
heartened. To their great joy, however, st the en-
tranceof a deep golley they saw the following words
traced on the sand : Turn in Aere, avd you will find plenty
of wood and water, ‘This cheered them lite a revelation
from heaven, and on entering the gulley they found the
notification verified, and the remains of several fires,
which assured them that their late companions had re-
posed in the same place,”

They proceeded several days proportionably ex-
hausted with fatigue as they advanced, but without
any memorable occurrence. They now came to a bluff
point ‘of a rock, which projected so far into the sea as
40 obstruct their progress, so that they were obliged to
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direct iheir course mare infand. To add to their disiress,
their provisions were again exhausted, when, atriving sl
2 large pond, they luckily found a great number of land-
crahs, snails, and some <orrel, in the vicintty, and on
these they made a satisfactory meal,

As saon as it dawned they resimed their j Jnnrnev.
and, entering a wood, they observed many of Lhe trees
torn up by the roots, While they were Jost in amaze-
menl at thiz phenomenon, to their terror and astonishe
ment, thirty or foriy large elephants started up out of the
lang grass, with which 1he ground was covered. The
travellers stood some moments in saspense, whether
they should retreal or advance; but, by tsking a cir-
cuilous course, they passed these enormous creatures,
withoul receiving any injury. The grass in which they
lay was not less than eight or nine feet highe  This may
appear strange 1o those who are nol acquainted wiih
the luxuriant vegetaion of tropical climates, but otker
travellers, of unquesiionable veracily, have wade the
same remarks on Africa,

Having reached the sea-shore that night, our travel.
lers were miserably disappointed by the state of the tide,
which deprived ihem of their usual supplies of shell fish,
To such extremily were they, in consequence reduced,
that some of them, who had made shoes of the hide of
the bulluck obrained in barter from the natives, singed
off the hair, broiled, and ate them.  Thix unsavory dish
they rendesed as palatable as possible by means of some
.wild celery ibey found on the spot, and the whole party
panm-k of ™

Atlow-waier they went, as usual, tothe rocks to pro-
cure shebtishs and as they proceeded they ofien perw

3 .
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ceived evident traces of that division of their party,
which had got the start of them. ' n two days time they
fellin with & hunting pary of the natives, who offered
o molestation to our pecple as they passed, and for se-
veral days they every where behaved with the same fors
bearance. : .

Afier passing two rivers, and finding no fresh water
nesr them, they entered a sterile country, where the na-
tives appeared to have nothing to subsist on but what

- they derived from hunting and fishing. What then muat
have been the situation of our {ravellers! They had not
& drop of water for several days; and a few berrics,
which they occasionaily picked up, were the only alle-
viztion of thelr burning thirst, However, they soon
reached Caffraria, properly so called, which they four‘d
to be & fine and populozs country.

Daring their march through this territory, oor travel-
lers were absolately starving in the midst of plenty.
They saw abundance of catile, but so tenacious were
the natives of their properly, thal they would not part
with any thing gratuitously, and our peopie had nething
to give in barter, So apprehensive were the Caffres, fest
these poor vagrants might commit depredations, that
they constantly secured their cattle as they approached, -
and even used violence lo keep them &t a distance; So
true il is, that in sl countries poverty is considered ra-
ther as a crime than a misfortune, and that he who has
pothing to bestow, i immediately suspected of an inten-
tion to take away.

But the Cafires have been characterised as a humane
gnd inoffensive people.  How are we then to reconcile
this description with the conduct they.displayed to onr
coustrymen? May not the ides, that they were Dutciis

¥OoL. L. »
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men, solve the difficulty? Between the Caffres and the
Dutch colonists an inveterate enmity subsisted a1l that
period. The Caffres had been ireated with unparalieled
cruelty and oppression by the white people, with whom
they were conversant; snd all while people were, theres
fore, probably, regarded as enemies. Amongalt unci-
vilized nationr, wherever.any intercourse has been esta-
Llished with Europeans, the character of the latter, in
genetal, have been determined from the conduct of a
warthless few.  Thus, as on other important occasions,
reany suffer for the vices of individusls.

Qur travellers every where repelled, or regarded w::h'

apprehension, at length came to a river, and having
crosted it, wete met by a party of the natives, one of
whom had adorned his hair with & piece of a silver
buckle, which was known to have belonged to the ships
cook. It seems the cook, who set a particular value
vpon his buckles, had covered them with biis of cloth,
to conceal them from the natives; butat jength hunger

had compelled him to break them up, in order to barter .

them for food : but no sooner was the price deposited
than the natives broke their engagement, as had been
their genera! practice, excepting in one solilary instance,
and drove the claimanis awsy.

Hynes and his parfy were roughly handled by the
body of natives they had fallen in with, To wvoid their

persecution, they travelled (il late at night, and afier -

reposing for a few hoursihey recommenced their journey
before it was light, that they might escape a repetition
of their Hl-tresiment.

Next day, about noon, they reached a spot whare
there was good waler, and the probability of finding
ahundance of shell-fish, bere, being wuch fatigued, they
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determined to spend the night. While in this situstion
they were overtaken by tremendous storm of thunder
and lightning, and the rain poured down in such lore
rTents, that they were obliged to hold up their canvas
frocks over the fire, lo save it from being extinguished,"
MNext day, at low walter, they found shellfish as nsunl,
stuid some lime Lo dry their clothes, and then resumed
tbeir journey. Coming to a large village, the inhabie
tants fell upon them with such fury, that several of them
were wounded, in consequence of which one man died
soon afterwards. Hynes received a wound in his leg
from a lance, and being knocked down, was lefl sense~
less on the spot, by his companions, who supposed him
10 be dead. However, in a few hours, to their great
Joy, he rejoined his countrymen, who had despaired of
ever seeing him again, .

From this time they lost sight of the habitations of the
nafives, and entered a sandy desert, where it -was with
the ulmost difficulty they could procure any sustenance,
At intervals, indeed, they experienced ihe usual bounty
of the seas, and having collected .as many shell-fish as -
possible, they opened them in the fire, and taking ont
the animal, lefl the shells, which greatly diminished the
" labor of carriage.

Having passed the desert, they arrived at a large ri-
ver, which, asthey afterwards learned from the Dutch,
is called Bosjesman’s river.  Here they fonnd Thomas
Lawis, one of the party who had gone before them, and

“who having been taken ill, was ahandoned te his fate,
He informed them (hat he had tfavelled inland and seen
roany hats, atone of which he obtained & lillle"milk, and
- at another was beaten away. ‘He added, that having
zeached the place where he now was, he found bimsel{
L o 2
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100 weak to cross the stream, and was, iberefore, deter-
mined lo return lo the nearest kraal, indifferent as (o his
reception or his life. In vain his companions strove (o
overcome this determination. They flattered him with
the hope of being yet able to reach the Cape, but their
encouragement was ineffectual. Both his body and mind
were broken down; he had drained the cup of affliction

* to the dregs; despair had taid her iron hand upon him,
snd sealed him for her own. ~ In spite of all their intres-
ties, he went back to the natives: and once more had the
goud fortane to receive assistance, when he could least
of all expect it, and in such a shape as proved effectual
to his preservation. But we are anticipaling events.

On exploring the sea-coast, our people, to their great
joy, discovered another whale, and having cut the flesh
into junks, tock with them zs much of i as they were
able to carry. -Again losing sight of the natives, and
their huts, they were kept in perpetual alarm by the
wild beasts, which were here more numetous than in
aﬁy pari of the country through which they had bitherto
passed. '

On the fourth day, afler passing the river, they over-
taok the ship’s steward, and Master Law, who still sur~
vived inexpressible hardships. From them they learned -
that the cooper had been buried the preceding evening
in the sand; bot when Hynes and the steward went
to take a farewel view of the spot, they found, to
their surprise hnd horror, that the bedy had been car-
ried off by some carnivorous animal, which had evi-
denlly dragged il to a coiiderable distance through the
sand.

Hyne’s party presenied the stesard and child with
some of the Besh of the whale, by which Lhey were
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much refreshed; and for eight or ten days more ihey all
proceeded in company. At last they came to a point of
rocks, and as the whale was by this time wholly con+
samed, they went round the edge in search of such
sustengnce ns the ses might afford. This tock up 30
much time, that they were obliged to steep on the tock,
where they could procure no water but whatl was very
brackish. In the morping the stewsrd and child were
both taken ill, and being unable fo proceed, the parly
agreed (o halt tilf the next day. The exfreme coldness
of the rock on which they had elept, produceda senstble
effect'on them all; the steward and child still continued
. veryill. ‘Theit companions, \herelore, concluded to wait
another day, whes, if no favorsble {urn took place, they
would be under the painful necensity of abandoning them
to their fate. Bat their humanity was not put lo this
severe tes, for, in the coarse of the following night, this
poor child resigned his breath, and cessed any longer ta
share their fatigues and sorrows.  They bad left him, as
they supposed, asleep, nesr the fire, round which they
had all rested during the night: but when they had made
their arrangements for breakfast, and wished to call him
to participate, they found that his soul had taken i1s flight
10 anoiher world, )

Forgetling their own misery, they sensibly felt for the
Yoss of this tender yonth, and the affliction of the steward
in particular was inexpressible. This child had been the
object of his fondest care, during a long and perilous
journey, and ‘it was with the utmost difficulty (hat his
compsnions could tear bim from the spot.

They had not proceeded far, before one of the party
asked for a shell of -water, which l:eing given him, he
solicited & second, and as soon as be had drnnk it, lay

n3
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down and instantly expired. So much were they habis
luated (o scenes of distress, that, by this lime, desth
had ceased tn be regarded as shocking; il was even
considered by them all as a consummation rather 1o be
wished than dreaded. They left the poor man whera
he dropped, and had not advanced far, when another
complained of extreme weakness, and sat down upon
the sand by the sea-side. Him too they left, compelled
by severe necessily, in order 1o seek for wood and wa-
ter, promising, if they were successful, to retarn 10 asy
sist him, _

Having sought in vain for a comforiable resling-place
for the night, they were all obliged to repose on the
sands, Recollecting the situation of iheir comrade, ane
of the parly went back to the spot where he had been
lelt, bat the unhappy man was not 1o be found ; and as
he had nothing to sheller or protect him, it is more than
prohable that he was carried off by wild beasts,

With the first approach of day they resnmed their
journey, but their situation was now more deplorable
thanr ever. Having had no water since the widdle of
the preceding day, they suffered exceedingly from thirst,
the glands of their threats and their mouths were much
swollen; and, in the extremity of their thirst, they were
induced to swallow their own urine, . :

This was the crisis of calamity. The misery they now
wnderwent was too shocking to relate. Having existed
for two days without food or water, they were rednced
10 such extremity, that when any of ther could not fur-
nish himself with a draught of urine, he would borrow
" ashellivi of his more forlunate companion, till be was
able to repay it. Tbe steward, whose benevolenow
ought to immortalize his memory, now followed bis littls
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favorite into another world, In short, 1o such a stute of
wreichedness were they now reduced, that death was
stripped of all its terrors.

Next morning two more of the parly were reduced
toa very languid state; one of them, unable to proceed
a step farther, lay down, and his companions, incapable
of affording him any assistance, took &n affectionate (are~

- well, and fely him 10 expire.

Towards evening they reached n deep gnlley, which
they enlered, in tive hope of meeling with fresh water.
Here they found another of (he Grosvenor’s crew lying
dead, with his right hand cut off at the wrist. A cir-
cumsiance so singular could not fail 10 aitract the notice
of his companions, especially as they recollected that it
had been the common asseveralion of the decensed iuw
May the deoil et my right arm off if it be mor pue! It
had a sensible effect upon bis comrades for a (ime, ay
they supersiitiously imagined that Providence had in-
terfered, by a miracle, to shew its indignalion ageinst
his profaneness,

One of the company, who had lost his own clothes in
crossing a river, lock the opporlunity of supplying him-
self by stripping the dead man, and then they proceeded
till night, wihout any other susienance than what their
own waterafforded them.

Next day brought no allevialionof [heir miseries.
Necessilyimpelled them to proceed, though hope scarce=-
ly daried a ray through the gloom of their prospects,
The whole parly was, at last, reduced to tbree persons,
Hynes, Evans, and Wormington, and these could hope
to survive their companions only very few days. Their
faculties rapidly declined, they could scarcely hear or

N 4
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ree, and a vertical sun darted bis beams so intenscly spon
them, that it was with the uimost dificully they could
proceed.

Theit misery, from thirst, row became so intoler-
able, that Wornsingion earnestly imporluned his com-
panions fo delermine, by lot, which of them shouki die,
in order that the others might be preresved by drink-
ing his blood. Hynes, theugh almost childish, was
shacked at the propo<al; his tears flowed abundamly,
and he declared, that as long as he was able 1o waik
he couid not think of casing Tols; bat that, if be
shouid be obliged to drop, they might then use him gs
they pleased, Upon this, Worminglon, shaking handas
with Hynes and Evans, suffered them to proceed withs
oul him.

Every hour now seemed lo throw » deeper gloom
over their fale; nature conld enpport vo more. Hynes
and Evana, however, made another effort o advance,
without even indulging & hope of the possibility of re-
lief. This day they saw something before them, which
had the sppearance of Jarge birds, but their surprise
may be conceived, when, upon a niearer approach, they
discovered them to be men. Nearly blind and idiots,
they did not at first recollect their newly-found compa-
nions, but afler some time they recognized in them four
of the sieward’s parly, frors which they had been sepa-.
sated, Ogze of them, a boy, named Price, advanced 1o
meel lhem, and gave lhem the pleasing information, that
his associales had fresh water in their possession. This
inspired them with new life, and reciprocal inquiries
were made refalive te the fate of their lost companions,
The three men, whom Hynes and his companion kad
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overtaken, were named Berney, Leary, and De Lasse,
who hearing that Wormington was left behind, the two
_ latter went in search of him, charging those who re-
mained not to suffer Hynes pnd Evans 1o drink too freely
of the water, as several had expired ffom the eagerness
with which they swallowed that fluid after long absti-
nence,

Wormingion was recovered by the humanity of those
who went in search of him, end a peinful detail of suf-
ferings succeeded. It appeared that the ceptain’s siew-
ard had been buried in the sand of the Inst desart over
which they passed, and that the survivors were re-
duced to such extremily, thai, afier his interment, two
of the party had been sent back to cut off part of his
flesh, for their immediate support; but, while proceed-
ing upon this horrid errend, they had the good fortune
to discover a young. seal, newly driven on shore, and
fresh bleeding, which proved a most sessonable relicf.
They farther stated, that they had obtained shelkfish in
the sand, when none were to be scen upon it, by ob-
serving the manner in which the birds scratched for
them. Without this discovery they must inevilably have
perished.

Hynes and Evans, recounting !helr adventures to the
party they had joined, among other circumstances, men-
tioned that the ship’s steward, whom they had left to
expire on the road, had-on very decent clothes. This
tempted one of them to propose to Evans, who was by
this time pretty well recovered, 10 go back {6 the spot
and sirip the body, but the steward could not be fouad,
and they conciuded that the wild beasts had anticipated
theit design. In the evening Evans retutned, but with-

N3
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out his compsnion, who had been so indolent, end ad-
vanced with such a slow pace, that the former was
obliged to leave him behind. Ax he was never scenm
afterwards, no doubt can be entertained but that he Like-
wise fell a victim fo the ravenous beasts. These were
80 nunerons, as to be seen in troops of (wenty or more;
- and it was the common and effectual practice of the tra-
vellers to shonl as lood as powsible, to drive away those
formidable animals. _

Being now arrived af & favorahle spot for water and
sheli £sh, they employed two deys in collecting provie
svions for their future masch, asd in refreshing them-
stlves. Rest and food had an astonishing effect in re-

storing not only the powers of the bady, but of the mind;
and in a short time they thought themselves qualified to
encounter pew fatigues.

With extreme difficulty 2nd danger they passed a farge
tiver, supposed to be the Sontags, on a catemaran, and
having reached the opposite shore, they looked back
with tesror and amazement ‘on their fortunate escape
from being driven out 1o ses by the rapidity of the
siream, -~ Here they likewise found the kind of sheil-fish
which buries itseif in the sand, and which incressed their
suppiies, °

The uniled party, consisting of six persons, pursued
their route over a desert country, where neither hut nor
native was {o be reen, and in 'six days reached the
Schwarlz river, as they sfierwards learned, on the banks
of which they took up their abode for lhe night.

'The coantry, al length, began (o assume = fertile and
cultivated appearance, and some huts appesred al a dis-
tance from the shore, 'While coptemplating with pleas

o
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sare this change of prospect; the grass near them took
fire, and spread with great rapidity, They allt used every
effort to extinguish it, lest this involuntary mischief
should provoke the reseniment of the natives, or ihe
blaze call them 1o the spot.

Next morning they swam over the river in safety,
and soon discovered another dead whale lying. on the
sea-shore. Thus supplied with food, they purposed
resting here a few days, if they could have founi fresh
waler; but that neceswary artitle being wanting, they
cut up as much of the whale ax they could carry, and
proceeded on their route.  In two houts they came fo &
thicket, where they met with water, and halted and
Iepusl:d. .

Next morning foar of the party went back 1o the
whale, for a larger supply, De Lasso and Price being
Jeft in charge of the fire.  As Price was collecting fuel,
he perceived, at a little distance, two men with guns,
atd being intimidated at the sight, he returned hastily
to the fire, whither the welcome intruders pursued him.
These men belonged 1o a Duich settlement in the neigh-
bourhood, and were in search of some strayed catile.
One of them, named John Battores, supposed lo be a
Portuguese, was able {o converse with De Lasso, the
Italian, 30 as to be understood, & circumstance as for-
* tunate as it wan little to be expected. Battores having
learned the outline of their melancholy story, sccompa-
.nied them to the whale, where their companions were
employed in cutting away the flesh. Affected at the sight
of these miterable objects, he desired them to throw
awey what they had been collecting, promiting them
better fare when they reached the habilation to which
ke belonged,

Né



- 218 LOSS O THE GROMVENGR INDIAMANW,

In vain shall we atiempt lo describe the sensations of
the shipwrecked wanderers, on receiving this intelli-
gence, and that they were within four bondred miles of
the Cape. The joy that instantly filled every bosom
produced effects as various as extraordinary: one man
laughed, another wept, and a third danced with trans-
port.

Qn reaching the house of Mynheer Chnstopher Ruo;-
loff, lo.whom Battores was bailiff, they were treated
with the kindest attention, The masler, on being ac-
quainted with their distress, immediately ordered bread
and milk io be set before them ; but acting rather on
principles of humanity than prudence, he furnished them
such a quantity, that their weak slomachs were over-
loaded. Afier their meal, sacks were spread upon tbu
ground, for them o repose on.

It had been o long since they had known any thmg
of the calculation 6f lime, that they were unacquainted
even with the game of the month; and they were given:
to understand, that the day of their deliverance was the
29th of November ; so that one hundred and seventeen
days had revolved their melancholy hours since they were:
shipwrecked; w period of suffering almost unparalleled,’
and during which they had ofien been mirapuiously pre-.
served.

Next morning Mynbeer Rootstoff killed a sheep, for
the entertainment of his guests, and another Dutchman,
of 1he name of Quin, came with a cart and six horses,
lo convey them towards the Cape. The: boy, Price,
being lame, from the hardships he bad undergone, was-
detained at Roostoff’s house, who kindiy underiook his.

. cure, and promised to send him afler the others when.
he was recovered, | The rest of the panty procgeded to-
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" - Quin’s house, where they were hospilably enlertained
four days. -

From that time they were forwarded in carts, from
one settlement to another, till they arrived at Swellens
dam, about one hundred miles from the Cape, Where-
ever Lhey passed, they experienced the humenily of the
farmers, and thetr wants were relieved with a liberal
hand. :

At Swellendam [hey were delained Lill orders should
be received from the governor al the Cape, inregard to
their future destiny, Holland and Great Britain being at
that (ime at war. At length two of the party were or-
~ dered to be forwarded to the Cape, in order 10 be exa-
mined, while the rest were 10 remain al Swellendam.
Accordingly Wormington and Leary proceeded to the
Cape, where, aller being sirictly interrogated, they were
sent on board a Dutch man of war lying in the bay, with
orders that they should be set to work. While in this
situation, Worminglon having discovered that 1he boal-
swain was engaged in some frandulent practices, impry-
dentfy\hreatened to give infermation, on which the boas-
swain desiring him and his cormpanion to step into a boat, -
conveyed thetm on board a Danish East Indiaman, just
. getting under weigh, and by this fortunate incident they
first reached (heir pative land.

But to return to the fate of the rest. Though the
flames of war were raging between the two nations, the
Dutch government, at the Cape, being informed of the
particulars of the loss of the Grosvenor, with & huma-
nity which does them infinite honor, dispatched a Jarge
party in quest of the unhappy wanderers. This detachw
ment constiled of one hundred Europeans, and ihree
bundred Hottentots, attended by a great number of
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waggons. each drawn b_; eight bullecks. The command
was given to Captain Maller, with orders to proceed, if
possible, to the wreck, and load with such articlesas
might be saved, and 1o endeavor 1o discover sach of the
sufferers as were stll wandering aboul the country, oc
in the hands of the natives,

De Laswr and Evans accompanied this expedition as
guides; but Hynes, being siill very weak, way left at
Swellendam.  The party was well provided with such
arlicles s« were most.ikely to ensure 1hem & favorable
reception from the natives, snd to procure the hiberty
of the unfortunate percanc they might find in their way,
They proceeded with spirit and alacrity, till the Cafires,
in consequence of their antipathy to the colanists, inter-
rupted the expedition. Iu their progress they found
Thomas Lewis, who had been ghandened by his com-
penions, a¢ before mentioned William Hatterley, and
another. Hatterley was servant to the second mate,
and had continued with that party till be alone survived,
Thus the fale of one division was sscertained.

At olher places on the road they met with seven las
cars, and two black women, one of whom was servant
to Mrs. Logie, and the other to Mrs. Hosea. From
these women they learned, that soon after Hynes” party
had left the captain and the ladies, they also took sepa.
1ate routes; the fatter intending to join the lascars, but
what becume of them afler this separation was unknown,
They, indeed, saw Lhe caplain’s coat on one of the na-
tives, but whether be died, or was killed, could never
be discovered.

After the enmity of the .natives prevented the pro-
gress of the weggons, seme of the perty travelled for-
ward fifteen days on horseback, in the prosecution of

i 2
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their plan, but the Caffres dill continuing to harass them,
they were obliged (o return, after an absence of abont
three monlhs.

Capiaia Muller returned lo Swellendam, with the
three Englithmen, the seven [ascars, and iwo black wo-
men, the boy, Price, and the two guides, De Lasso and
Evans. The people of culour were detained at Swel-
lendam; but the English were forwarded to the Cape,
where, after Leing examined by the governor, they were
permilted Lo take their passage to Europe in a Danish
ship, the captain of which promised to land (them in Eng-
land; but, excepling Price, who was sel on shore at
Weymouth, they were ell carried to Copenhagen,
whence they at last found their way to England,

Such was the termination of the adventures of these
unfortunate people ; but the enquiry concerning the fate
of he capiain and his parly was not dropped. Though
it is probable, that before the first Dutch expedition
could have reached them, they had all paid the debt of
nature ; rumours had been spread that several of the Eng-
hish were <lill in captivity among the nalives, and these
obtained such general belief, that M, Vaillant, whose
philsnthropy equalled his geniny and resolation, made
anather alterpt to discover the repuled caplives; but
bhe could learn nothing decisive, as 1o their situaiion or
final fate,

The public mind, bowever, continued still 1o be agi-
tated, and the mterest which all nations took-in Lhe fate
of the wnhappy persons, particulatly the women, some
of whom it was reported bad been seen, induced a se-
cond parly of Duich colonwts, with the sanption of go-
vernment, (o make snother effort 10 explme the country,
aod to reach (he wreck.
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These men, amply provided, set ont on the 24th of
August, 1790, from Kafler Keyl's river, towards Cape
Nazial), on ihe coast of which the Grosvenor was sup=
posed to have been wrecked, Ofthis expedition we have
a journal kept by Van Reenen, one of the party, and
published by Captain Riou. It would not be generally
jnteresting lo the reader,-to give the meagre . details of
distances travelled, and elephants killed ; of danger en-
countered, and rivers crossed; we shall, theréfore, cons
fine ourselves to such incidents as appear to deserve no-
tice, or are connecled with the melancholy subject of
our narrative.

After proceeding an immense way, on the 3d of No-
vember, they arrived among the Rambonaas, a nation
quite different from the Caffres. They have a yellow
comw plexion, and their long coarse hair is frizzed ap in
the form of & turban, Some of these people informed
our adveniurers, tha?, subject to them, there was a vit-
lage of bastard Christians, descended from people ship-
wrecked on the ceast, of whom three old women were
still alive, and married lo a Hambonas chief. This in-

telligence roused their curiosity, and they were fortanate '

enough tp obtain an interview with the old women in
quesiion, who said they were sisters, ‘bt heving becn
shipwrecked when children, they could not sey to what
nation they originally belonged. The Duich wdven-
turers offered to take them and their children back, on
their return, at which they seemed mach pleased. It
appears probable, that the reports which had been
spread, in regard to some European women being among
the natives, originated from this circumsiance, and as
the existence of any other white people in 1his quer-
ter was neither known nor suspecied, it was naturally

|
|
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rvohcluded that they must have belonged to the Gros-
venor, .

“The Dutch afierwards fell in with Tront, whose name
hag been mentioned in the preceding narrative. He, at
first, enguged (o conduct them 1b the spot where the
Grasvenor was wrecked, and informed them that nothing
was then lo be seen, excepling some cannon, iron bal-
last, and lead; adding, that all the unfortunste crew of
that ship tmd perished, some by the hands of the natives,
and the rest of hunger,

Trout, who, it is to be feared, was guilty of much du-
plicity from the first, pretended that he was s free man,
and had safled in an English ship from Mslacca; but,
finding himself likely to be detected, and probably ap-
prehensive of being carried back to the Cape, he cau-
‘tiously avoided the Duich in the sequel, and lefi them
(o find their way to the wreck in (e best manner they
were able.

At they were proceeding (o the spot, one of Lhe
party, named Houltshausen, unfortunately fell into a
pit of burnt stakes, by which he was Lerribly wounded
in the palm-of one of his hands, which, eventually, pro-
duced a locked jaw, and terminated in his death. These
pits are dug by the nalives, and being covered over with
branches of {rees and grass, serve as snares for the

elephants, which frequently fall into them, and are thus - .

taken,

Several of the parly, however, proceeded on horse-
back to the wreck, and found nothing more than what
Trout had described, remaining. H was plainly per-
ceived Lhat fires had been made in the vicinily, and, on
a rising ground, between iwo woods, was a pit, where
things had been buried and dug out again. This likewise
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taliied with the informztion of Trout, whotold them that
all the articles collected from the wreck had been dis

persed gver the country, and that wrost of them had been
* carried (o Rio de Ia -Goa, to be sold. That place was
represented o be aboul four days journey from the scene
of the cataairop-he .

The natives in the neighbourhood expressed gml aw
tonishment that the Liuich bad been at such infinite painy
to come in search of the unforiunate crew, and they all
promised that, in case of any similar disaster, they would
protect such peeple as might be thrown upon the coast,
if-they could be assured of oblaining beads, copper, and
iron, for their trouble, which was Libetally promised by
the Duaich.

These inltepid adventurers, who were now 447
Jeagues distant from ihe Cape, and 226 beyond any
christian habifation, finding that nothing farther was
to be disccovered relalive to the wreck, or the fate
of the persons who had reuched the shore, determin-
«d to relurn, parlicularly as Heultshausen's illness in-
creased.

On their way back they called at the basta:d Chris
tien village, and would have taken under their protecs
tion the three o.d women, whe seemed desirous of living
among christians, but they wished first 10 gather in theis
crops; adding, when that business was accomplished,
their whole race, to the number of four hundred, would
be happy to depart from Lheir present setifement, Every
indulgence was promised them in case they should be
dispused to emigrate o the Cape. On seeing people of
the same complexion st themselves, they appeared to be
exceedingly agitated,
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In their horveward journey the Dulch shot many eles
phants and sea cows ; but on the first of December Lthey
met with a terrible accident, while employed in culling
up and salling the sea-cows, killed the preceding day:
** Ay we were Lhus engaged,” says the journalist, ** a
large elephant made up to the waggons: we indtantly
pursued and attacked him, when, having received seve-
ral shot, by which he twice fell, he crepl into a very
thick undeiwood. Thinking we had fully done for him,
Tjaart Vander Valdt, Lodewyk Prins, and Ignativa Mul~
der, advanced to the spot, when he rushed out furiously
from the thicket, and catching hold of Prins with his
trunk, trode him (o death, driving ome of his tmsks
through the body, end throwing 1t up info the wir, e
the height of thirty feet.

¢ The others perceiving-that there was no powsibility
of escaping on horseback, dismounted, snd crept inte
the thicket to hide themselves, The elephant seeing
nothing in view but one of the horses, followed him for
some time, and then tutning sbout, came back to the
spot where the dead men was left. At this instent our
whole party renewed the altack, and afier he had re-
ceived several more wounds, the animal again escaped
inta the thickest pari of the wood.

* We now suppored ourselves safe, but while we
were digging a grave for our unfortunate companion,
tbe elephant rushed ont again, end drove us sl from the
place. Tjaart Vander Vakit got another shot at him;
a joint atiack being commenced, he began Lo slagger,
snd falling, the Hottentots dispaiched him as he lay on
#he goound.”

The rest of the journey afforded little worth notice,
In Janusry, 1791, they reached theic respective homes,
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afler surmounting incredible difficulties, i an expedition
to which they were prompted solely by a principle of
humanity, and the desire of relieving, if any remained
alive, such of cur countrymen as might be among the
nalives. No inielligence of this kind could, however,
* after the most diligent enquiries, be obtained. They
were, indeed, informed that the ship’t cook had been
alive 2bout Lwo years before the period of their journey,
but thal he then caught the smail-pox and died.

We cannot conclude this mournfol narrative betler,
ihan with the sensible reflections of Captain Riou.

“ Had the parly, (says he) that sdt out in search of
these shipwrecked peopie, in 1743, prosecuted their jour-
mey with the ssme degree of zeal and resolution that
Van Reenen’s party manifested, it is possible they might
have discovered and relieved some who have since pe-
tshed. Yet, as they could not have arrived at the place of
the wreck in less thap six months after the disaster bape
pened, there is uo great probability for supposing that,
after suchmfength of time had efapsed, any great number
of the unfortunate suffeters could be remaining alive.

* But whal we have most to regret is, that, perhaps,
the falluze of the endeavors of the unforlunate crew to
save their lives was owing to their own misconduct. [t
is too ofien the case, that disorder and confusion are the
consequence of extreme distress, and that despair seiz:
ing on the unprincipled mind, hurries it on to a subvers
sion of all good order and discipline: so that at the mo-
meni when the joint effor(s of the whole are mest neces»
gary for the genera! good, each desponding thoughtless
wretch acts from the impulse of 1he moment, in whats
ever manner his fumultuous feelings may direct; and,
from an erroneous idea of self-inierest, ovr, wonderful as
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 may sppear, from a desire of gratifying a rebeltions
and turbulent apirit, at & time when it can be done with
#mpunity, is always ready to overturn every plan that
may be proposed by his superiors, and the considerate
few that mey happen ta be of the party.

« Such must have been, and such we are indeed told
wras, the situation of thecrew of the Grosvenor sabses.
qguent to their shipwreck. .

: # Though it may be said to be very ensy 1o see errars
when their consequences are apparent, it will not surely
be too much (o asserl, thet when ‘this ship’s crew. was
once safely on shore, with the advantage of such articles
@3 lhey could procure from the ‘wreck, their silbation,
however deplorable, could not be considered as hopeless.
For had a chosen body of ten or twenly men marched &
few days to the northward, they must have fallen in
with Rio de la Goa, where it seldom happens that there
is not & French or Portuguese slave ship. But, allow-
ing that Captain Coxson was much oul in his reckoning,
and that ke szpposed himself to be much nearer to the
Cape than he really was, they might then have existed
on the sea-coasf, in that climate, sheltered by huty, till
ready 10 set out, and, by preserving order and disci-
pline, and conducting themselves properly in regard to
the natives, they might have gradually proceeded in
safely into Ulie territories of the Dutch,

¢ Had the crew continued under 1fie orders of their -
officers, either of those objects might have been accom-
plished, by men whose minds were not wholly resigned
to despair; or they might have subsisted on what provi.
sion they could pick up from the wreck, together with
what they could purchase from the natives, tiil a boas

6
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couid have been comstructed and vent to solicit assistance
from the Cape,
. * Thesereflections have been extended, by consider~
ing the circumstances in which the shipwrecked people
were placed; from all which it may fairly be concluded,
that the greater part might have effecipd a return to their
native land, bad they been guided. by auy idea of the
advanlages of discipline and subordination,

¢ Itisto be hoped, then, hat the fatal consequences
altending disorderly conduct on lhese calumitous occa-
sions, will impress on the minde of seamen this incon-
troverlible truth, that their only hope of safety must de-

pend upon obedience.”
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THE LOSS OF
THE SHIP FAZY 4LLUM,
s Nesr Cape Orfor, Tune Ych, 1801,

AND THE BUNMMQUENT PROCEEDINGD OF THE CRiw,
gt s

Sitnation of the Faxy Allnm, st the Time of her striking, on the
Coast of Africe—The greateat part of the Crew escape on Rafts
—They are piundeied by the Natives—~Their Acventgresin
proceeding aiong the Corst— Artival at Bunder Allulah, where

the fir3t Officer and some of the Crew are taken on board the
Jebengecr.

“The following narrative was drawn up by Mr. Wil.
liam Kinsey, the first offcer of that unfortunate ship,
_who arrived st Mocha on the 10:ih of Aogust, 1801, in
the ship Jehangeer, in company with the Hercules,
- On the Tth of June, at one P. M. we saw the land,
bearing N.by W. to S. by. W. distance off shore about
ten miles.  After steeting different courses, and making
and shortening aail, as. was requisite, breakers were seen
ahead at 10 P.'M. Captain Baird immediately made sail
and wore, but the ship soon afier struck, and the sex
made & breach over her fore and aft. The Janyards of
the lore and main rigging were cut, inorder to disen-
cumber the wreck of the masts, and soun siter the maine
mast and fore-mast went overboard; the mizen-mast be-
ing very shert, stood. '
At'this time the ship lay more upright, and the lee
gons were ordered to be thiown gverboard, but nol one
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of (he Jascars would lend a hand, nor conld we get a
man o clear the wreck from alongeside. The wind in-
creased every minute, ‘The sea, about twelve o’clock,
staved in the cabin-windows, and the gon-deck was iin-
mediately full; we now saw no resource, and accord-
jngly secured all the small spars, as well as we could, 1n
furnish the means of geltting on shore at day-light. We
at first were apprehensive that it was a reef on which we
had struck ; but about four A. M. when the moon got

up, to our great joy, we saw the main-land, and at duy-
light discovered a fine sandy beach, full of small bushes;
at sun-rise a few of the lascars venlured on shore first,

on small planks and spars. About an hoar alter, the
caplain, second officer, and all the sea.connies, wenl

off on a raft, made of studding-sail booms, The people,

afler they saw the captain leave the ship, went off in
numbers upon small rafis.

* Al the lime she went on shore, the ship Fazy Allum

had on board, 1 captain, 3 officers,’? gunner, G sea-con-
njes, and 70 lascars, belonging to the ship; and 1 lieo-

tenant and 49 Europeans, belonging to his Majesty and

the Honourable Company’s regimeni.

About 1en A, M. the second male, with about thirleen
more, left the ship in the long-boat. Boon afierwards
8 left the ship in a raft with 10 more, leaving Lieutes
nant Dundas, whom 1 could not persuade to quit the
ship at that time. About ten minutes afier I lefi the
ship I got on shore, and procured [rom the lascars a
change of clothes, which they had preserved dry by put
ting it in the scultle~cask.  Half an hour after I met the
second officer, who lold me that he had found the body
of Lieutenant Dundas, and had buried it in the sand,
About two P. M. we were visiled by a few npatives,
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who were very shy at first; they did not offer 19 any
viclence, but after picking up what they could, they left
us, and were followed by the fascars. Capt, Baird
then directed the Furopeans to roll up all the empty
walter-casks they could find, and muke a batricade for
defence, if necessary, against the natives. Oa the Bth
at six P. M. a few luscars came back from the place to
which they had followed the natives, and informed us
that there was a village & few milesfrom where we
were, and that the natives were very ill-disposed to-
wards us. We slept all night under the cover of our
main-royal, which we had the good fortune to find on
the beach at bay-light. We who slept together, to the
number of about twenty, captain, officers, and sea-con-
“nies, with three or four Europeans and lascars, wenton
the beach to roll up all the full casks of water and salt
provisions.

At eight A. M. on the §th, wereturned to our tent,
and were informed that the natives were coming to mo-
lest us. A few minutes after we saw the natives com-
Ing down armed, to the number of fifty or sixty, men
and women ; our party consisted only of those who had
slept in the tent; the Furopeans were dispersed, and
most of them drunk., We had about a dozen cutlasses

-and a few boarding-pikes, and I made no doubt but wa
could defend ourselves, if we were all together: the lase
cars came down from the village, but could not be per-
suaded to join us. The natives, as soon as they saw the
defeacelessstate of the Europeans, immediately fell upon

- and plundered us of every thing, leaving me only a
sbirt, They did not plunder the lascars 6ill sun-set, and
close to their own village; for they told the lascars to
comealong with them, asthey were ali mussulmans, they

¥OL. I. o
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would shew them the way to a port, where they wonld
b able to procore boals to cany them to Mocha
three or four days.,  When the lascass [ollowed the na-
tives we followed them likewise, and sceing the disposi-
ticn of the natives | gave rmyself out for a nwssulnian,
When we murched off the beacls, about six o'cl(.c}\', there
were ouly tlurlcen Europeans with us; taenty-vix vwe left
on the Leach, all of them drunk, and the sceond officer
we did not see, but I was told alierwa ds that he was
a:leep i the Jung-Lea and «ould ot come away wlien
called by some of o 1 men. We found that ter Euro-
- plans were .ostincem s gashore, Lesides seven or eight
iscars,  We passed a ve y dizagr eable night near the
viilage, a d  slepteosc oy the captain, third officer,
aud s o-connIes,

Jrne 1uth we rose early in the morning, and begged
the ¢ of of the natives te fet us procesd o the north-
ward, ud to give usa gride, whieh he refused, but told
s tat we might go o the northwaid, and that we
shivulu find & port, where we might procure boats to
carry us to Mechuin three or four duys, At sun-rise we
set off, and walked1o the porthward ;) about cight A M,
we saw that U pe Ovtoy was wn asland, and we were
oblized to wulk about two niles up o our ancles 1 wa-
ter. Avout eleven A, M, we all balwed, and dug a well,
bat could uot get at aoy good water ; we sel vut wguin
about vwelve elock, aud walked wore 1o the castward
then tu the northward, to L tassoen as pussille wowards
the beach.  Alcuttee P Mowe all vostod agan, un-
der the chils o aclaun of moontaas o the sethward
of the Cape wnd lery we zaw three or few putives. Lot
thes seon disappearcd, At three Po M. the tirst tindal
leil us, end sel o8 with aboul two-1hirds of our nulber
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in quost of water. At hall-past four we set out again,
acd walked t the northward in sight of the sra; about
eight we met a native, whom we engaged as a guide,
and to shew us the well of water which he told us was
tlose by, In our way to the well we could plain'y see
that the lascars and first tindal had gone the same roads
&l a quarler puast six we came to a deep valley, where,
to our great surprise, we saw Hfteen of the natives com-
ing down towards us armed. ‘They desired us tosit
down, und then robbed us a second time,  They shew-
ed us the well, where we all got 8 goud hearty drink,
end slept at some distance from it. 1 fuund a cake, and
divided it with the E‘aptaiu, third officer, and my boy:
this cake was made the day before we left Orfuy, for
we hatl made a fire, buked a few cakes of Rour, and
“roasted some salt beef, but even Lhis the natives liad
takeu from us,

June the 11th, we rose early in the morning, aftera.

very disagreealile cold uight, wad went to the well. We
there met the first tindal and the rest of the lascurs, who
told us they had been robibied by Lbe same gang the
evening before.  After drinfiing plentifully we all set
out again, and walked along the Lvach to the north-
ward, About eleven A, M. we halted under some
green bushes, and found good water; here we staud tll
about three o’clock, and saw a very large fluck of sheep
and goats led by two men and two wornen; alter taking
8 goud drink of water we set oul and walked along Lhe
beach to thenorthward, At sun-set we came tu a salt
water lake, and saw five natives who Liad been fishing,
They gave the few lascars that went vp to them al first
a few ash, but when they saw the whole of vor nuinber
they appeared very shy ; bowever, whea they perceived
o2 :
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oor defenceless state they were very forward in enqui-
ring about the ship, We asked for water, and they
told us t! at there was some to be had, but that we must
go with them, which we declined, About eight P, M.
we gaot a fire made, and spent a very disagreeable
night, '

June the 12th, at five A, M, we all set out again and
stood 1o the northward, and about seven A. M. founda
well of water ¢lose to the beach, where we saw a great
onumber of goats and camels, After refreshing ourselves
we set out again to the northward, and expected to go
round a head-land whkich ran far tothe eastward, About
nive A. M. we were attacked by a party of natives, and
repulsed them, They went off with one man that had
his leg broken; at eleven, to our great monification,
we perceived that we could not sound the head with-
- aut danger of perishing in the attempt. The captain,
myself, and twelve men, tascars and Europeans, deter-
niined to see if there was a passage round the head,
‘The lascars and two sea-connies went back to the well,
and from theuce proceeded to cross the hills; about
five lascars and three sea-connies crossed over in the
forenoon, but wecoultd not do it, for we were very much
fatigued, andin great want of water. At three P, M.
we who remained behind went to see if we could find a
passage round the head, and if not, to join the Jascars;
at four we found that there was no passage, and that
the surf beat against the head with great violence, We
all returned, excepting the captain, his cook, &nd two
Europeans; we came near the well about seven P, M.
¥ niet the third officer and four or five Europeans, who
toid me, that about sun-set they were met by s party of
natives, who had killed a Swiss of the Meuronregiment,
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and bad wotnded the third officer. We then set out
again towards the well, andon the wey ! saw the Euro-
peanthat had been killed. At eight we arrived among
the lascurs, and at twelve P. M. we were joined by the
captain and his cook, but have not seen the twe Euro-
peans since, :

June the 13th, about mght A, M. we were ordered
away by the natives, who told us, that as scon as we
crossed the hills we should come into a good country,
where we might procure provisions, aud where the peo-
ple were more civilized; that we should arrive at a
port, and might have a chance of procuring a boat to
go over to Mocha, The country through which we
passed was thinly inhabited, and provisions were scarce.
Ateight A, M. after taking & refreshing dranght of wa-
ter, we set out to go over the hills,"and were ali in
company, excepting the eleven Europeans who hud left
os gaz-ly\in the morning, and had taken the same road
we did afterwards, At eleven we all met oh the other
side oL the hill, under & cliff, and after geiting a draught
of water from the people, I left all the Eurcopeans, cap~
tain, and third officer, and pushed down into & deep val-
ley that was close to thebeack, This was the last day
I saw the captain, and most of the Europeans [ never
saw aflerwards. I rearhed the valley about one P, M,
and got & drink of brackish water; here ! met the sea-
connies and the lescars, whe gave me a little 3h, butl
bad dratk water to such exvess that I could not eat it,
At five P, M, we all set out, and stood to the country,
- to see if we could find any goud walter, but in vain;
the third officer joined us in our way across the coun-
try, and told mee he had gUitted the daptain and my boy

63
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under the ¢liffy where I had lelt them in the morne
ing s we 2ll slept under some bushes, and passed a
very disagrecable night, being extremely thirsty and
cond, i i
June the Lith we began our march early in the morn-
ing, and stood (owards the sea side; found gued wa-
ter, and elkpeﬁ(']':('t'{l goud treahment {from the natives,
Ahout welve o’clock the 1hird efficer and m)‘.\'c!f were
unab'e to proceed any further, and there formed a reso-
fution of staving behind, At one P. M, we came 10 &
pace where we saw lwo huts, and alter praying like a
lussulman, got leave to stay behind G we were able
to proceed; lns our feet were very much swelled, and
our ba k< btered: here we remained till the 16th,
having each a quart of pulk allowed for the whole
day.

On the 171h of June we were desired to go, and told
that we could not be supplied with any more milk, Afier
precuring a piece of skin to cover myself, the third offi-
cer and [ w.lhed to the sea siie, and from. thence we
thonght of going to the northward, 1 proceeded about
four or five miles, when the third officer could not keep
np v\wiLh me, and | never saw him a'terwanids, 1 walk-
ed ahoul twenty miles this day, and in my way met two
sex-connies, and the caplan’s conk, who tald me thal he
left the captain in 2 low state. T quitted them, as they
could not keep up with we, and at sunb set came to Lhe
het of a native, who gave me a scanly drought of wi'k

L}

ai-d water.

I slept there that nipht, and an the 181k of June set
cul agair, and wulked till two P, M. when ! feliin with
four or five Jascars, and procured some water to deink.
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On the 19th of Jane | il ia with Dunbar, a volanteer,
and Forelonk, a private in the” Meuron regiment, and
g1 some bracki-h water to diink. At five P M. we
svt out again, and promiced to keep company (il we
rounded Cape Garidaliy. Dunhar teld me e had parted
with the caplain and the rest a Linde atter I didy and
that for two days he hud been drinking bis own vrine,
and had not eaten any thing cince the duy we leftile
wreck  We walked five or cix iniles to the northwa
and then ay dewn under cowe beshes to go to sley
We gotup ot das-highi, on the @Ol of June, sel out
egain and walked to the ponhward, and (his day ar-
rived gt three wellyy atter fiilimg oor hag with waser,
we, at twelve Po M. ascended Cape Gurdaloy to roend
ft. We walked hard, and st sun-set Jay dewn at ile
top of Gardafoy for the night. AL day-light, the 2ist
of June, we began our maich aga:ﬁ; at twelve o' ock
rounded ‘the Cape, and about an hour afler came (v a
fine <pring of water, and quenched our thirst, A few
minufes alter I met my bby, and from him we got a
few roasted crabs and some small fish; this was the
third meal we ate since 1he ship was lest. | learned
from him that most of the people were gone to a port,
called Bunder Fulix, and hat there were only a few
with him near the spring.  In a lew minutes we saw &
Swiss, of the, deuron regiment, whe agreed (0 keep
company wiith vs, AL four P. M. Dunbar, Forelock,
and the Swiss, sel out, and, as ! cuuh] not walk, 1 re-
mained behind with my boy and the lascars, for my
fvet were very sose, and my back blistered; Forelock
and the Swiss I never bheard of aflerwards, I suppose
Uicy must bave died on the way for waut of waler, as
o & .
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the roads from the Cape to Bunder Felix afforded very
little ; but 30 miles from the Cape, and 20 from Bun-
der Allulah, a port about 20 ruiles to the eastward of
Bungder Felix, there were some wells of fine water, I

and the rest of the lascars rromained here till the .

23d, liviug upon crabs and sum~ small fish, which
the natives gave us when they caught anry with their
neta.

Og the 24th of June we all set put with an intention
to march to Bunder Felix, aog at nine A. M. cane to
a well of ine water,  After drinking heartily we merch
ed again to the northward, but not in sight of the sea,
us we were obliged to goin-land. At twelve A. M.
we all sheltered oursclves under some bushes; at four
P. M. we set out agaio, marched to the northward, and
arrived at a small village, where we saw some native
and large herds of goats and camels, We were well
treated by the natives, who gave vus, at sun-set soma

milk and small fish; but they were very particular

withme, a8 ] passed for a mussulman, and the paque-
da of the ship. After my landing they all agreed that
I must be the naqueda and musselmun, as they obser-
" ved my boy and the lascars obey my orders. At eight
o'clock { fell in with about eightlascars and thesyrang,

who told me that they bad come back from their march |

towards Bunder Felix ; and they hud walked 23 miles
and found no water ; that the sea-connies, abd the three
Europeans who wereio company with bim, had goneon,
and by what he could learn that they must all perish for
want of water, as be bad heard from the natives that
ne water could be got till they had travelled two or
three days, The syrang was mistaken, fov be was withs

—



LOYS OF TRE SHIP FAZY ALLUM. . 297

in five miles of the wells when be turned back, He

beliaved like a villuin, and put me in immioeot danger -

of uy life, bytelling thé nativesthat I was a Caffer, and
not & Mussulman ; but fortunately for me they did not
believe him.  After sleeping and passing a more com=
fortable night than I had experienced since the ship had
been cast away, on the 25th of June, 1ay boy and my-
sell seperated from the lascars, being afraid to stay with
them any longer, we proceeded towards the sea-side,
and met with a flock of camels and goats; we engaged
ourselves to drive the flocks, and remain with them (il
we could find an opportunity of going to Bunder Felix,
At two P. M. I met with an old man whom 1 had seen
the day before; he gave me some camel’s milk, and
carried me to an old Arab’s house, who invited me tor
stay with him till the month of September, which he told
me would be the season fur boals coming to the coast
from Arabia, aud that be would get me a passage in one
of them.

Here I lived for ten or eleven days, and sawmany lasv
cars pass by, to whom the old man always gave some-
thinkio eat and drink before he would let them go rand
here [ was joined by the carpenter’s mate and oue lascar,
who engaged to work for their living.

On the 4th of July, my boy, one lascar, and myself,

took leave of thie old Arab, who gave us his son for s

guide, and desired him to get us a passage to Bunder
Allulab ina boat that was ready to sail to that place;
he likewise gave me a note 1o a shopkeeper at Allulah,
advising him 10 take me under his roof, and feed me til}

the boats from Arabia should touch at that place. At~

“four I M, we amrived where the boat was, ‘and gut a
- 03
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pasiage that evenirg from Cape Gardafoy, and arrived
at Bunder Allulah the 7iliat nighl, Hure I met the
first tindult and a lascar; ihey lold me that most of the
lascars and sea-connies had gone on to Bunder Felix,
and that they had seen Dunbar, who had proceeded to-
wards the same place.

On the sth of Joly the shopkeeper and [ came to an
agrecment, that he should find me and my pecple wilth
provisions, and that I should pay him when [ got on beard
any vessel that passed, or if [ went over to Mocha. He
served out anallowance every day ofa pint of corn, and
s pound of dales amougsl three of us; my allowance
was taken up by him, and I had permission to eal in the
same house with him. »

On my first arrival at Allulah, oo the 8th, 9th, and
30th of July, I saw ships pass by, and hoisted a white
flag on Lhe beach, bul they tovk no notice of it

On the 19th of July a serjeant and a private of the
Meuran regiment came to Allulah in a very miserable
condilion, saying that they hud been in company with
the Eurepeans, and that they hed left them all pear a
well of water, I gol the serjeant and the private 16 cu
bits of cloth each, and fed them 1l the 12th or 13th of
August; but the shopkeeper being very uneasy aboul his
payment, he refused 16 feed any but my boy and myself.
As the pcopfe at Bunder Fulix were more hospitable
than thase at Allulah, I sent them thither, and, from what
Y afterwards heard from the natives, they were well off,
About the 25th of July I sent two tmen to see if they

could find the captain and (he Europeans that were.

missing, premising 30 dollars for 1be Captain, and 0.
for. each European officer, I gave a description: of

“
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the place where T had lefi the caplain and the restof the
men, ' . :
I remained at Allulah till the 10th of Avgnst, and

then paid a visil 1o the people at Bunder Felix, I learn-

ed that a volunteer, named Milchel, was with Dunbar,
at a place called Bunder Moriah,  The syrang told me,
that hie had lefi the ('apla}n; in hiz last moments, o few
miles from wlhere I had parted wiih him, I found here
* aboul 36 lascars, and heard that |9 or 20 persuns, seas
connies Europeans, and lascars included, were in two
villagos to the westward,  While I was at 1his place, T
gave a boatman a note to earry on board any vessel that
should be seen off the place. On the 12th T amived
again at Alluluh.

About the 14th of August, the two men whom I had
sent oul in search of the capiain and (he Europeans that
were missing, relurned, with the morlifying uccounl that
6 or 7 Earopeans had been murdered a few day betore,
and that they bad seen (he corpse of one who had enly
been killed a day or two. On the 15th of August Lhe
king’s son came (o Allulah, and told me that he had seen

two Europeans at the wieck ; ihat his father wished to- )

see me, and lhat he lived a march of a day or lwo from

Cape Orfoy : he promised also te procure me a passage:

Ao Arahia- when Lhe season set in..

On the §8th I had the good fortune to see Iwo ships
~in the offing ; and there being a light breeze, 1 senl a
-beat, with a nate Lo them, mentioning the loss of the

ship, and requesting that they would send a boat for
me, - :
Atnine A. M. I received a message from the cape
tain of the Hercules, informing me that he had de~
el
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tained the men belonging to the boat, and desired me to
come on board as soon as possible, which [ did. There
were six men with nte, bt Y could persuade only three
of them lo accompany me to the vessel, At half
past three P. M. T got on board the ship Jebangeer,
Captain Sitvester, from whom I obtained 50 dollars 1o
yay forthe boat end the debt I had contracted while on
shore, .

At eight A. M. on the 161h, the ship got under way,
with an intention of taking the remainder of our unfor-
tunate people on board. At moon we came abreast
of Bunder Allulah, where we saw the white flag hoist-
ed by the three men that were left behind, Captain
M’Farlane intended to go to Bunder Felix and take
them sll on board; but the approach to the westw
ward of Bunder Felix seemed to be daogerous for
two such heavy ships. Accordingly, atsun-set, Cap-
tain M'Farlane made the signal for Caplain Sils
vester and me . to go on board the Hercules, and
desired e to-give an account of the Joss of the ship,
From Cuptain M Farlane I beard that he had very great
overfalls, from twenty seven to thirteen futhoms at
pne cast, when he was standing in the bay towards the
village of Felix.

On the 26th of August we arrived at Aden, and on
the 20th his Majesty’s ship Sheerness, Captain Carden,
and the country ship Griffin, Captain Makepeace, asri~
ved there. To Captain Carden }related the particu-

tars of the loss of the ship Fazy Allum, and pointed out '

to him, op his charts, where the ship was cast away,
and the place were the rest of the ¢rew was when &
Teftit.

.9
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Here Mr. Kinsey coucludes his narrative. Subse-
quent accounts from India state, that three more of the
crew had found their way to Mocha, and that a vessel,
had been dispatched to Bunder Felix to ascertain the
fate of the remainder, and bring back as many of the
survivors ag possiple,
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SHIPWRECK OF
THE DEGRAVE EAST INDIAMAN,

On the coast of Muadagssear, in the year 1704
B

The Degrave runs aground in leaving the Grages-—Her leaky

condition’ in cousequence of the accident-—Procceds to the:

Blavriting, and sails for the Cape of Good Hope---They make

the Coast of Mladaguscar, where, on account of the miserabie:

cunditton of the Ship, 1he Crew sbandun her on o Raft-They
wre snede Prisnners by the Natives-—-They resoive 1o regain
their Liberty by seizing and carrying off the King.-They are
afterwirdy induced to rosigu their Capiive, 2nd ol massacred,
excepling & fow who escape in the Night---Mr. Benbow, one of
the Uthcers, ater residing several Years among the Blacks, re-
turus to hoglasd.

Tue Degrave was a fine ship, of 700:tons, and car-
ried 52 guns. She was commanded by Caprain Willlam
Young, pessed through the Downs February 19, 1701,
end proceeded to Fort Si. George, in the East Indies,
where she safely arrived.  From thence she sailed io
Bungal, where ber captain and first maie died, in con»
sequence of which the command develved on the cap-
‘tain's son, who wassecond male ; and My, John Benbow,
one of the sons of Vice Ardmiral Benbow, who had gone
out in quality of fourth mate, became second mate frem
Bergal.  They sailed lor the Cape of Good Bope, but
in going oul of the river Lbe ship ran aground, and stuck
fast; she floated again the next high tide, and put 1o sea.
wilh ifiude or no damasze, as was then imagined; but
soon alter she was found so leaky, that two chain.
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pemps were obliged to be kept continually going, Tn
this state the crew sailed 1wo months beiore they reach-
ed the isfand of St. Mauritue, inhabited by (the Dutch,
who reccived them kindly, gave them all the asshtance
in their power, permitting them to fitup aient on shores
into which they brought the greatest ‘part of their cargo,
‘having unladen the ship ih order o search for the jeak,
which, howevey, they were unable to find. After res
maining about a month at the island of Mauritius, and
taking on board about ffly lascars, they saded directly
for the Cape of Good Hope, There were then about §70
hands on buard, and though theTascars were not of much
service, in point of navigation, yet Lhey were of great
ulilily in relieving the English seamen from the labour of
" pumping. This resolution, thus rashly taken, of putting
. tosea belore they had slopped, or even discovered, the
leak, proved fatal to them, " 1n a tew days the water
gained upon them to such a degree, that, notwithstand-
ing the pamps were kept going day and night, it was _
with the utmost exertions that they kept ihe vesse] .
shbve water, though they were still 600 leagues from
their intended post.

The ship’s company, believing that common dangar
put them all en an egualily, represented to Captain
Young, that his design of proceeding to the Cape was be-
come impracticable; and thaf, therefore, the wisest siep
that could be taken,was to make the nearest land, which
was hat ol Madagascar, tothe southward of which they
had sailedt abnut a hundred teagues, The captain coms
plied with theiradvice, and endeavoured to run the ship
‘on shore, but that was found impracticable likewise; they,
therefore, when within a quarter of a mile of the coast,
first let go an anchor, theg cut down all the masts and
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rigging, and threw their guns and goods overboard, in
the hope of making the ship swim nearer, But this be-
ing aiso found impossible, and baving already lost their
long-boat and pinnace, they resolved to make a raft,
which they did in the night, and the next morning Mr,
Prait, the chief mate, with four men, wentonshore,ina
little boat; with & rope, by which they proposed to warp
the raft. ‘This boat wasstaved to pieces before itreached
the land, but the men escaped and secured the rupe,
which brodght the raft on shore with the rest of theship’s
company, excepting the Captain, who remained last on
bourd the ship, and did not leave ker till ke found she
began to go to pieces, and then be threw himself into the
sea and swam ashore. Thecrew were quickly made pri-
soners by theking of that part of thie island, who carried
them fifty miles up into the country, where they found a
Captain Drummond, and a Captain Stewart with a lew
of their ship’s crew, in the same situation with them-
selves, and who soon letthem into a perfect knowledge
of their situation, by assuring them that the king inten-
ded to make thens serve him in his wars, and would ne-
ver permitihem to returnto Evrope; which intelligence,
as may well be imagined, struck them with the utmost
consternation, ’ _
Intbis distress the Captains Drummond, Stewart, and
Young, held aconsultation inconjunctionwith Mr. Pratg
_and Mr. Benbow, in which Captain Prummond propo-
sed, as the only expedient by which they could recover
their liberty, to seize the black king and march off with
him prisoner into some other proviuce of the island,
where ships frequently came,  Mr. Benbow warmly es«
poused the proposal, aud assisted with greal courage in
the execution of it, which was performed with more ease
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than wasexpected; and the king, his son, and his queen
were made prisoners, but the gueen was released by
Captain Young, from u motive of compassion. Itis not
very easy to conceive a bolder enterprizethan this, where
between 50 and 60 white people, and not above half of
these armed, carried off a black prince out of the midst
aof hiscapital, and ix the sight of some thousands of his
subjects, better armed then themselves; whe were, not-
withstanding, restreined from firing upon 1bem by Cap-
tain Youig’s threatening to kill their king ii they did.
They were, however, guilty of great mismanagement afs -
terwards, for, upon a proposal made by the Negroes to
give themsix guns for their king, it was agrecd to deliver
him up, en a supposition that the hlacks would then fol=
low them no furtber, and this, notwithstanding Mr, Ben-
bow strongly opposed it, and shewed them the mischie-
wvous consequences with which soch an injudicious mea=
sure must be aitended. The king being given up, the
blacksstill continued to followthem, though at adistance,
_ till at length it was agreedito give up the prince too, ima=
gining that this would put an end to the pursuit, They,
however, took with them three persons, who, as they
were informed by the blacks; were three of the principal
men in the country, byway of hostages. Two of these
soon madetheirescape, and the blacksnot enly continued
to pursue, but even fired upon them,; which they had not
done before, The weakness of their own conduct, and
the wisdom of Mr. Benbow’s advice,was now apparent'to
every olle; and as it was obvious that they had no chance
left but to fight, they beganto arrange their littlearmy in
order of battle, Thirty-sixarmed men were dividedinta
four bodies, commanded by the three captaing and Mr,
Benbow, but after an engagement that lasted from acon
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Lill six o'elock in the evening, it was agreed to treat. The
nezroes demanded their otms, proasng them their Lie
beity on that combitiun. T'his proposition, theugh of such
& mi-chievous tender ey, and vigorously oppo-ed by Mr.
Berbaw, was accepted m the persuasion of Captainy
Young, But when #t came to be putin t-xv(‘mim\,f’ap-
tain< Dhummond ard Stewart, with four or five of their
Crew, JTe'uase | i duliver their arms, and marched off on-
pereeived in e night, accompanied by Mr. Benbow,
and arrived <afe al Part Daapiine The rest were eruelly
s muedlered excepting Robort Drory, 8 hoy, fifteen o <ix-
teen years old, whom they preserved and vade a slave,
Mr. Beubow, afler remaining <everal yeris smong the
negroes, where he lived atier their manner and went
naked, escapid on board a Dulch <hip, Lhe caphiin of
which had been well acquainted with his father, the ad-
miial, and tor his sake treated him with great kindness
and respect, He arrived safe in England, where he lived
many yuars, and composed a work, entitled,—¢* A Des-
cription of the Seuth Part of the [sand of Madaga«car,”
—which was a very curious and accurate performance,
and theretore fiequently horrowed by his friends, wilh
same of whom it stil} remains; nor have the family, aiter
thie strictest search, been able lo.retrieve it.



l A THE LOSS OF THE MINERV A,
Septenber the 161h, 1782,

BY MTL, JOHN SCOTT, SECONU MATE, THE OMLY PERSON oN
BOAND wHO wWas BAYED. )

-—-»-—-—-_———-—-«
The Minerva, & West Tadia S)-.ip, fimders-—{ribical Situation of

- M Seott, the anly surviver of the catastraphe—-Je 1s taken up
by the Detsy, of Whitchaven.

rl‘llE Minerva, Caplain Holmes, one of the West Ine
dia ships, baund for Clde, heing onthe 16ib of Sepleme
ber, 1782, in latitude 41° N, and longitade 490 W, i
began to blow bard, and continued till the evening,w hen
the gale increaced to a pérfect storm.  The Minerva
was 1hen brought under a fure-sail, and afterwards a o
zen-stay-<ail, under which she continued 1l tewards
midnight, when the mizen-slay-sail spht’in (wo and she
proweded under a fare-sail.

About a quarter of an hour alierwards, the dnp Tying

very low, the quarter-boards went down with a crash,
as if the ship was going.asunder.  The mizen-mast was
then cut away, Lo lry it the ship would keep hefore the
tea; which she did nof, though the helm was bard kept
on the stathoard,  Tn fiveor six sunules, Mr. Scatt, who
was then at the helrm, was told that the ship was going
down, and that the pumps were guile choaked. A cea
soon alierwards broke on beard (e ship, and warhed
Mr. Seolt from the helin; whe, when in the ‘hollow of
the sea, being able (o discern the ship’s quatler, swam.
on buard, and cavght hold of the Lilier rope,
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The deck being then full of water, be, with the assise
tance of the rope, got to the weuther side of the ship, in
the lee of the mizen chains, at which time he taw not a
- person on board. [ this situation the sea broke over him
several times. e felt the ship going down, and was car-
ried under waterby the suction it had cceasioned. After
Josing the ship he began to swim, and in the action of
swimming struck the cross-jai:k-_yard witlh one of his
bands and laid fast hold of it ; when looking round bim
he saw nothing of the ship but about a [athom of hrr
starboard main-yard-arm.

He hung by the cross-jack-vard about two hours, till
day-lighton the [7th, when finding the mizen-mast liang-
ing by the yard, he lushed the yard to it with the runing
rigging of the mizen top-sail, and hung by it. I this
dreadful siteation be remained five hours longer, when
he was tuken up by the Betsy, of Whitehaven, Caplain
Storrey. Besides the Master and crew, several geutlew
men, who were passengers, were uafortunately lost in,
the Minerva,
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THE LOSS BY FIREOF THE
FRENCHEASTINDIA COMPANY s VESSEL THE PRH\'CE,
Bound frum L*Orient to Pondichery, wn the 25k July, 1732,

LY WM. DE LA FOND.

Ooe of the Licwienants of that Ship,

vttt s

Bisfortune of the Prince on leaving the Port 1'Crient—Afer
being repaired she again departs from the East Indies-A Fire
discovered on buard, which gains ground i spite of every Ex-
ertion to extinguish it-~Narrew Escape of M. de Ja Ford—
Dreadful Situation of the crew—Ten of whom save themseives
in the Yawl-~Explosion of the ship~~The Safferings of the crew
of the Yawlduring o Navigation of eight Days —They make the
Cuast of Brazil—Hospitable reception,

THE French East India Company’s ship, the Prince,
commanded by M. Morip, and bound to Pondichery,
weighed anchor, on the 16th of February, 1752, from
the harbor of L’Orient, She had scarcely passed the
island of St. Michael, when the wind shifting, it was
found impossil:ile to duuble the Turk bank. The utmost
efforts, and the greatest precautions, could not prevent
ber from striking oo the bank, in such & manner that
the mouths of the guns were itmmersed in the water.
We amnounced our misfortune by sigpals of distress,
when M. de Godebeu, the commandant of the port of
¥Qrient came on board 1o animate the crew by his pre~
sence and his orders, Al the chests, and othes articles,
of the greatest value, were removed safely into smaller
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vessels to lighten the sh'ip; the whole night was occu-
picd with the most laborions exertions. At length the
lide, in the morning, relieved us from our dangerous
stteation, ard enabled us te reach the read of Paort
Louvic: we owed the preservalion o_f the ship entirely
to the pruden directions of M. de Godehen, and the
measures adopted in consequence, The ship had sprung
several leaks, but fortunately onr pumps kept the water
under ; half ol the cargo was laken out of the vessel, and
in about a week werelurned 1o L'Orient, whete she

was enlirely unloaded. 8he was then careened and .

caulked afresir.  These precautions seemed Lo promise
a successtul voyage, and the misiortune we had already
experienced, shewed the strength of the vessel, which
fire alone appeared capable of destroying,

On the 10th of June, 1752, a favorable wind carried
us out of the pori, but, afier a fortunate navigation, we
met with a disaster, of which tiie strongest expressions
can convey bat a faint idea.  In this narraiive [ shall
confine myseli'to a brief detail, 88 it is impossible to re-
collect all the circumstances.

The 26th of July, 1752, being in the lalitade of §° 30
South, and in [ongltude 5= West, the wind being S. W,
Jjust at the moment of t.king the ohservation of the me-
ridian, 1 had repaired to the quarter, where ] was going
to command, when a man informed me (hal'a smoke
was seen lo issue from the pannel of the yreater haichs
wav. -

Upon this information, the first lieateaant, who kept
the keye of the hold, opened all the halchways, to dis-
- gover (he cause of an accident, the slightest suspicion of
which frequently causes the most intrepid to tremble,

i e i A i —n -
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The captain, who was at dinner in the great cabin, went
vpon deck, and gave orders for extingurhing the fire.
I had already directed several sails to be thrown over-
beard, and rhe hatchways to be covered wuh them,
hoping, by these means, to prevent the air flom pene-
frating tno the hold. 1 had even proposed, for the
grealer security, to let in the waler bem_uen decks, to
the beight of a foor; but the air, which had already ob-
tained a lree baﬂuage throuph the opening of the hatob
ways, produced a very thick smoke, that issued lorth in
abundance, aad the fire cuntinued graduslly to gain
ground. :

The captain ordered sixly or eighty of the soklicrs
under arms, to restyain the crew, and prevent the con-
fusion likely to ensue in such 3 critical moment,  These
precautions were secunded by M. de la Touche, with his
usuaf foriiturde and piudence,  That hero deserved 2
better opportusity of signalizing himsclf, and had des-
tined his soldiers for other opesations, more useful to his
cousntry. : -

All hands were now employed in gelting water; not
only the huckets, but likewise #l the pumps were kept
al work, and pipes were varried f:om them into the holl;
even the aaler in the jass were eapiied awr. The rapi-
dity of the fire, huwever, bafied -6 our effurts and aug-
mepted the general consternation,

The captain  had already ordered the yawl lo be
hoisted ove buard, merely becausc it was in the way;
four men, among whom was the boatswaim, fovk pose
session of 1. They hatl no cars, but culled oat for some,
when Lhree sailors Jumped overboard, and canied them
what they stoed 50 much in need of, These forlunate
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fugitives were required to return; they cried out that
they had ne rudder, and desired a rope to be thrown
them; perceiving that the progress of the fames left
them no other rescource they endeavoured to remove
to a distance from the ship, which passed them in con-
sequence of a breeze that sprung up.

All hands were still busy on board ; the impossibility
of escaping seemed to encreas= the courage of the men,
The master boldly ventured down into the hold, but the
heat was so great that he was obliged to return; be
would have been burned if a great quantity of water had
not been tbrown over him. Immediately afterwards
the flames were seen to issue w'th imretuosity from the
great pannel. The captain ordered . "Jats overboard,
but fear Liad exbausted the strength of the most intrepid,
The jolly-boat was fastened at a certain beight, and pre«
puratiors were made for hoisting her over; but to com=
piete ber misfortunes, the fire, which increased every
moment, ascended the mainmust with such violence and
rapidily as to burn the tackle; the boat pitching upon
the starboard gun fell bottom upwards, and we lost all
hopes of raising her again,

We now perceived that we bad nothing to hope from
human aid, but only from the mercy of the Almighty,
Dejection filled every mind ; the consternation became
general, nothing but sighs and groans were heard ; even
the unimals we hud on board uttered the most dread-
ful cries, Every unebegan to raise his heart and hands
towards beaven; and in the certainty of a speedy
death each was occupied unly with the melancholy al-
ternative between the two elements ready to devour
3.
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The chaplain, who was on the quarter-deck, gave the
genetal absolution, and went into the gallery to impart
the same to the unhappy wretches who had already com-
mitted themselves lo the mercy of the waves. What a
" horrible spectacle! Each was cccupied only in throwing
overbosrd whatever promised a momentary preservation;
coops, yards, spars, every thing that came Lo hand wes
seized in despair, and disposed of in the same manner,
‘The confusion wus x..ume; some seemed Lo egticipate

- death, by jumping inlo the ses 3 others, by swimming,
gained the fregments of the vessel; while the shrouds,
the yards, and ropes slong the side of the ship, were
covered with the crew, who were suspended from-them,
“as if besitatin  Stween two extremes, equally imini-
nent and egually 1. rible,

Uncertain what fate Providence infended nre, I saw
x father snatch bis son ftom the flames, embrace him,
throw him into the sea, then following himself, they
perished in each other’s embrace. "I had ordered ile
helm to be turned td statboard ; the vessel heeled, and
1his mmpeesvre preserved s for some time on that side,
while the fire raged on the larboard slde from stem 10
atern,

Till this moment I had been so engaged, that my
thoughts were directed only to the preservstion of the
ship; now, however, the horrors of a {wofold desth
presented themselves ; but through the kindness of hes
ven my fortitude never foraook me. I locked round and
found myself alone upon the deck. I went into the
round-house, where I met M. de la T'onche, who re-
garded death with the sume heroism thal procured him
saccess in Indis.  * Farewell, my brother and my
friend,” said he, embracing me. « Why, where are you'

\LIVEE .
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going 1" replied I. < lam going,” said he, * o com-
fort my friend Morin.” He spoke of the caplain, who
was overwhelmed with grief at lhe'meianchnly {ate of
his female cousins, who were passengers on board his
ship, and whom he had persaaded to trust themselves lo
the sea in hen-coops, afler having_haslily siripped off
their clothes, while some of the sailors, swimming with
one hand, endeavored lo support them with Lhe other.

- The yards and masts were covered with men, sirug-
gling with the waves around Ihe vessel ; many of them
- perished every moment, by the balls discharged by the
guns in consequence of the flames; a third species of
death, that augmented the horrors by which we were
sarrounded, With & heart oppressed with anguish, I
turned my eyes away from Lhe sea. A moment afterwards
T eniered the starboard gallery, and saw the flames rush-
ing wilh a horrid noise through the windowe ef the great
cabia and the round-house. The fire approached, and
was ready lo consume me; my presence was then en-
tizely useless for the preservation of the vessel, or Lhe
relief of my. fetlow-sufferers. ’

In this dreadful situation I thought it my duty to pro-
long my life a few hours, in order Lo devote them 1o my
God. Istripped off my clothes, with the inlention of
rolling down a yard, one and of which toached the wa-
ter; but it was so covered with unforlunate wrelches,
whom the fear of drowning kept in that siluation, that
I tumbled over them and fell into the sea, recommend-
ing wyself o the merey of Providence. A stoul soldier,
who was drowning, caught hold of me in this extremity;
{ employed every exerlion to disengage myself from
. him, but without eflect. I suffered mysell o sink under
the water, but he did not quit his held; 1 plunged a se-
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cond time, and he siill held me firmly in his grasp ; he
was incapable of reflecling that my death would rather
hasten his now than be of service to him. At length,
after struggling a considerable fime, his ‘strength was
exhausted, in consequence of the quantity of water be
had swallowed, and perceiving that I was sinking the
third time, and Fearing lest I should drag him to the bot-
tom along with me, he locsed hishold. That he might
not calch me again, I dived, and rose a considerable
-distance from the spot,

This hArst adveniure rendered me more cautious in
future; I even shunned the dead bodies, which were so
numerous, that, (o make a free passage, I was obliged
4o push them aside with one band, while I kept my-
seil above water with the other. I imagined each of
them was a man who would assuredly seize and involve
me in his own destruction. My strength began to fail,

. and I was convinced of the necessity of resling, when I
met with a piece of the flag-stalf. To secure it, I put
my arm through the noose of the rope, and swam as
well as I wasable; I perceived a yard floating before
me, Dapproached it, and seized it by one end. At the
olher extremity I saw a young man, scarcely able to
support himself and speedily relinquished this feeble.as-
sistance, ihat anmounced a certain.death. The sprit=
sail-yard next appeared in sight; it was covered with
people, and I durst not take a place upen it without ask-
ing permission, which my unfortunate companions
<heerfully granted. Some were quite naked, and others

-in their shirts; they expressed their pily al my situation,
and their misfortune put my sensibility to Lhe severest
{est, ’

' 74
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M. Morin and M. de Ia Touche, both so worlhy of a
better fate, never quitled the vessel, and were doubt«
" less huried in its ruins, Which ever way 1 turned miy
eyes the most dismal sights presented themselves. The
main-mast, burnt away at the bottom, fell overboard,
kiiling some, and affording to others a precariocs re-
soirce., ‘This mast }observed covered with people, and
abandoned to the impulie of the waves; at the szme’
moment I perceived two sailors upon a hen-coop, with
gome planks, snd cried out to them': * My lads, bring'
the planks, and swim to me.” They approached me,
accompenied by several others; ‘and each taking a
plank, which we used as oars; we paddied slong upon
the yard, and joined those whe bad taken possession of
_ the main-mast. .

So many changes of situation presenied only new
spectacles of horror. I fortunately bere met with our
chaplain, who gave me absolution. We were in nym-
ber sbout eighty pessons, who were incessantly threat-
ened with destruction by the balls from the ship’s guns;
1 saw likewise upon the mast two young ladies, by
whose piety I was much edified ; there were six females
an board, and the other four were, in all probability,
already drowned or barned. Our-chaplain, in this
dreadful situation, melted the -most obdurate hessts by
his discourse, and the example he gave of patience and
resignation.  Seeing him slip from the mast and fall
inlo the sea, as [ was behind him, 1 lified him up again.
« Let me go,” said he, * 1 am full of water, and' it s
only & prolongation of my sulfrings.”— No, my friend,
(eeid J) we will die together when my strength forsokes
me.” Inhis picu: company | awailed death with per-
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fecl resignation. I remained in this siloation three hours,
and saw one of the fadies fall off the mast with faligue,
and perish; she was teo far.distant for me to give her
any assistance,

When 1least expected it, I perceived the yawl close

1o us; it wasthen five o’clock P. M. I cried oyt to the
men in her, that I was thejr lientenant, and begged per-
mission {0 share our misforiune with them. They gave
me leave to come on board, upon condition that I would
swim to’them. Lt was their inlerest to have a conducior,
in order to discover land : and for this reason my com-
pany wis tap necessary for them fo refuse my request.
The condition wkhich they imposed upon me was per-
fectly reasonable; they acted prudently nol to approach,
as the others would have been equally anxious to enter
their little bark ; and we should all have been buried
together in a watery grave. Mustering, therefore, all my
ttrength I way 3o fortunate as to reach the boat. Soom
afierwards I observed the pilot and the master, whom I
hed lefi upon the mainmast, follow my example; they
swam to lhe yawl, and we took them in. This little
bark was the means of saving the len persom who alone
escaped- out of nearly 300,

* The flames still continued 1o consume our” ship, from
which we were not more than half a league distant : vur
toe greal proximity might prove pernicious, and we,
theréfore, proceeded a little to windward. Nol long
after the fire communicated to the powder room, and
it is impossible to describe the noise with which our un-
fortonate vessel blew up. A thick cloud™intercepted
ihe light of the sun :.amidst this horrible darkness we
could perceive nothing but large pieces of flaming wood,
projeclcd into ibe air, and whose fall threalened to dash

*3 -
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to pieces numbers of unhappy wretches, still struggling
with the agontes of death. We, ourselves, were not
Quire out of danger; il was ot impossible but that one
of'the flaming fragments might reach as, and precipitate
our fril vessel 10 1he buttom. The Almighty, however,
preserved us Irom that misfortune ; but what a spectacle
now presented itvelf ! The vessel had disappeared ; its
fragmenis covered the sea to a great distance, and float-
ed in all directions with our unfortunate companions,
whose despair, and whoce lives, had been lerminated
together by their fall. We saw some completely suffo-
cated, ofhers mangied, half-burned, and still preserving
sufiicient Jife to be sensible of ihe accumulated horiors
of their fate. '

" Through the mercy of heaven, I retained my fortitude,
and proposed to make tlowards the fragments of the
wreck, to seeke provisions, and fo pick up any other ar-
ticles we might want, “We were totally unprovided,
and were in danger of perishing with lamine; 2 death
more ledious and mare painful than that of our compa-~
nions. We found several barrels, in which we hoped
to find a resource against this pressing necessity, but
discovered, to our morlification, that it was parl of the
powder which had been thrown overboard dnnng the
conflagration,

Night approached, but we providentially found a
cask of brandy, about fifteen nounds of salt pork, a picce
of scarlet cloti;, twenly yards of linen, a dozen of pipe-
siaves, and a few ropes. It grew dark, and we could
not wait il day-light, in our present siluation, without
exposing ourselves a hundred (imes to destruction among

“ the fragments of the wreck, from which we had not yet
been sble to disengsge ourselves. We therefore rowed
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away from them as speedily as possible, in order 1o at-
tend to the equipment of our new vessel, Every oné
felt 10 work with the utmost assiduity ; we employed
every thing, and towk off the inner sheathing of our
baoai for the sake of the planks #nd nsils; we drew
from the linen what thread we wanted; fortunately,
ane of the sailors hud two needles; our scarlet cloth
served us for a sail, an oar for a mast, and a plank
for a'rudder. Notwithstanding #he darkness, our equip=
ment was in a short time as complete as circums
stances would permit. The only diflicaliy that' re-
ained was, how to direct our course : we had neither
charls nor instruments, and were nearly 200 leagues
from land.  Wae resipned ouarselves to the mercy of
the Almighty, whose assistance we implored in fervent
prayers. .

At length we raised out sail, and a favorable wind
removed us for ever frum the Avating corses of our un-
fertunate companions. In this manner we proceedet]
eight days and eight nights, withoul perceiving land,
exposed stark naked to the burring rayz of the sun by
day, snd to intense cold by night. The <ixth daya
thower of rain inspired as with the hope of some relief
from the thirst by which we vere tormented ; we em
deavnred 1o calch the little water that fell, in our
mouths and hands, We sucked onr sail, bul having
been before soaked in sea watet, it communicated e
bitter taste of the latter to the rain which it received,
If, however, the rain had been more violent, it
might have, abated the wind that impelled us, and
a calm would have been attended with inevituble de- -
struction, .

F 4
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That we might steer our course with the greater cex-
tainty, we consulted, every day, the tising and setting
" of the sun and moon; and the slars shewed us what
wind we ought to 1ake. A very small piece of salt
.pork furnished us one meal in the twenly-four hours ;
and from this we were even obliged to desist on the
fonrth day, on account of the irritation of the blood,
- which it occasioned. Qur only beverage wasa glase
of brandy, from time to time; but that liquor burned
our slomachs, without allaying our thirst, We saw
" abundance of flying fish, but the impossibility of catch-
ing them rendered our wisery stiil more acute; we
were, therefore, obliged to be contented with our pro-
visions. The uncertainty, with respect to our fate, the
want of food, the agitation of the sea, combined to
deprive us of rest, and almost plunged us in despair.
Nature seemed to have abandoned her functions; a
feeble ray of hope alone cheered our minds, and pre-
vented us from envying the fate of our deceased cora-
panions.

1 passed the elghih night al the helm; I remained
st my post more than ten hours, frequently desiring
to be relieved, till ot length I sank down with fatigue.
My miserable comrades were equally exhausted, and
despair began lo take possession of our souls, At last,
when just perishing with fatigue, misery, hunger,
and thirst, we discovered land, by the first rays of the
sun, on Wednesday, the 3d of Auvgust, 1752, Only
those who have expenenced similar misfortunes cap
form an adequate conception of the change which 1his
discovery produced in our minds, Our strength re.
turned, and we took precautions nol {o be carried
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away by the currenls, At tivo P. M. we reached Lhe
coast of Brasil, and entered the bay of Treym, in
latitude 6. -

Our first care, upon setting fool on shore, was fo
thank the Almighty for his favors; we threw ourselves
upon the ground, and, in the transports of our joy, roll-
ed ourselves in the sand: QOur appesrance was troly .
frightful, cur figures preserved nothing human that did
not more forcibly announce our misforiunes. Some were
perfectly naked, others had nothing bul shirls, that wege
rotlen and torn ta rags, and J had fasiéned round my
waist a piece of scarlet cloth, in order (o appesr at the =
head of my companions, We had not yet, however,
arrived sl the end of all our hardships; although rescu-
ed from the greatest of our dangers, that of an uncertain
navigation, we were still tormented by hunger and
thirst, and, in cruel suspense, whether we should find
this comst inhabited by men susceplible of senlimenis of
compassiom. i

We were deliberating which way we shonld direct
our course, when about fifty Porluguese, most of whom
were armed, advanced towards us, and enquired the -
reason of our landing. ‘T'he recilal of our misforlunes
was a sufficient answer, at once anncunced our wanls,
and strongly claimed (he sacred rights of hospitality.
Their treatures wese not the object of our desire, the
necessaries of life were all that we wanted, Touched
by our misfortunes, they blessed the power that had pre-
served us, and hastened to condoct us to their habita-
tions. Upon the way we came lo a river, into which

“all my companions ran to throw themselves, in ordet to
allay their thirst; they rotled in the water with extreme
delight; and bathing was, in the sequel, vie of the re-

R -1
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medies of which we made the most frequent use, and
which, at {he same lime, contributed most o the resto-
ration of our healih.

The principal person of the place came and conduct-
ed us to his house, ahout hell a league distant from the
placeof our landing.  Our charilable bost gave us linen
shirts and trowsers, and boiled some fish, the water of
which served us for broth, and seemed delicious. After
this frugal repast, though sleep was equally necessary,
yet we prepared to render solemn thanks lo the Al.
mighty. Hearing that, al the dislance of haif a league;
there was a church dedicaled to St. Michael, we repair.
ed thither, smgmg praises fo the Lord, and we present-
ed the homage of our gratifude to him lo whom we
were g0 evidently indebied for our preservation. The
badsess of the road had fafigued us so wuch, that we
were obliged to rest in the village; our misfortunes, to-
gether with such an edifying spectacle, drew all the in-
babitants around us, and every one hastened to fetch us
refreshments.  After resting a shori time, we returned
to our kind host, who, at night, furnished us with ane
other repast of fresh fish. As we wanted more invigo-
raling food, we purchased an ox, which we had in ex~
change for lwenty-five quarts of brandy.

We had to go to Paraibo, a journey of fifieen leagnes,
berefoot, and withont any hope of meeling with good
_ provisions on the way; we, therefore, {ook the precan-
rion of smoke.drying our meat, and added 1o il a pro-
vision of flour.  Alter resting three days, we departed
ander an escort of three soldiers, ‘We proceeded seven
leagues the first day, and passed the night at the house
‘of 2 man who received us kindly. The next evening, a
serjeant, accompanied by twentysnine soldiers, came fo
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mect us, for the purpose of condueting and presenting -

us {o the commandant of the fortress; that worlhy offi-
cer received us graciously, gavé us an entertainment,
and a boat to go te Paraibo. It was midnight when we
arrived st that town ; a Porluguese captain was wailing
to present us {o the governor, who gave us a gracious
receplion, and (urnished us With all the comforts of life.
We there reposed for three days, but being desirous of
reaching Fernambuc, lo take advanfage of a Portuguese
fleet, Lhat was expected 1o sail every day, in order to
retarn to Europe, the governor ordered a corporal to
conduct ug thither. My feet were so facerated, that I
could scarcely stand, and a horse was therefore provided
for me,

At length, after a journey of four days, we entered
the town of Fernambuc. My first business was lo go,
with my people, to present myself 1o the general, Joseph
de Correa, who condescended to give me an audience ;
after which Don Francisco Miguel, 8 ceptain of a king's
ship, took us in his boal, to procare us the advantage
of saluting the admiral of the fleet, Don Juan d"Acosta
de Porito. During the fifty days that we remained at
Fernambuc, that gentleman never eeased to load me
with new favars ang civilities, Bis generosity exiended
to ail my companions in misfortune, to whom he even’
gave appointments in the vessels of his fleet.

On the 5th of October we set sail, and arrived, with-
out any aceident,. at Lisbon, en the 171h of December.
On the 2d of January our consul, M. du Vernay, pro-
cured me o passage in a vessel bound 1o Morlaix. The
master and mysell went on board together, the rest of
my companions being distributed among other ships. [
strived at Morlaix on the 2d of February, My fatigues

S
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obliged me io iake o few days rest in that place, from
whence I repaired, on the i0th, to L'Orient, over~
whelmed with poverly ; having lost sll that 1 possessed
in the world, afler a service of twenty-eight years, and

. with my healih greatly :mpa:red by the hardahips I had
endured.



- v




W | i 1 .
'I"':'.'E{.u';"."""";ul‘" _.-:Ill,r'\- o el Hesmey -'fﬂl'l'l"r.- ﬂ"\’ﬂ""ff-r

L\.L}_.L)BI_C



325 - e

TIIE SHIPWRECK OF )
4 PORFUGUESE VESSEL,
WITH EMBANUNYL 8084 AND N1§ WIPY ELEOWORA OARCIL SALA,

On the East Cosat of A;‘:ica, in 1553,

e — |

Paticulars relative to Emmanuel Sosa—He embarks for Europe-—
The Ship is driven aground on the Coust of Africa——Escape of
Part of the Crew—Excellent Advice of Scéa—They apree to
proceed towards the River Santo Spiritu, where they ariive
after n Progrem of four MonthsTley are preveiled apen to
reign their Atms 10 the Natives, who strip them of every thing
—Fate of Sosa eand his Family-— Particulars relative to the Loa
of the Portaguesc Ship the 5t. Benedict. )

Euuauuu Sosa ox ServivEDA, tdescended from
one of themést ancient and dlshngmshed families of Por«
tugal, oblained great repulation in the Indies, by his
courage and talents. About the middle of the sixteenth
century be ohtained the government of the ciladel of
Diu, a post given onIy to officers of metit and tried va.
Jour. Thissituation he held several years, till conceiving
@n irresistible desire to revisit his nalive -tand, be em-
barked at the port of Cochin, The vessel in which he
sailed had on board the wealth he had amassed, together
with the praperty of the officers and passengers who ac-
companied him. -~ Sosa likewise took with him his wjfes
Eleonora Gareia, the daughter of Sala, at that time ge-
weral of the Portuguese in the Todies; bis childven; his
brother-in-law, Pantaleon Sala; together with several
officers and gentlemen, The mumber of sailors, sece
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vants, and slaves, was very great; the whole of the
crew and passengers amounting fo about six hundred
persons,

An acguamiance with the sex and winds has proved
that the month of January is the most favorable sesson

for the passage from India to Europe. Sala stopped lo

make some purchases at Coulan, by which he was de-
tained till February. On the 18th of Aprilthey disco-
vered the coast of Cafftaria; from thence they proceed-
ed, withoul accident, to 1the Cape of Good Hope, when
a notth wind thal arose, produced the most tremendous
hurricane thal had ever been remembered in those seas.
The sky was suddenly overcasf, the waves rising to the
clouds, threstened every mement to engulph the vessel :
the darkress wes inlerrapied only by the lighining’s
* blaze and the pealing thunder, which strack terror into
the bearis of the most resolute. The pilot and sailofs
defiberated whether they should strike the yards and
wail at seatill the tempest wae over; bu! being teri-
fied by its clptinuing with redoubled fury, and deprived
of all hope-of being able to double the Cape, on account
of the season, they unanimou:ly agreed {o sicer their
course back lo India. In this design they .were not
more fortunate {han in the other, and the unrelenting
winds seemed to have conspired the destruction of the
wreiched vessel, which was already considerably in-
jured ; i vain the pilut and sailors employed their nte
most effurts 1o save her from their fury, The sides were
30 rudely shakeh by the waves, that at [ength the planks.
gave way, and the ship made more water than the
pumps were able to discharge. The goods were thrown
averboard to lighten g vessel, but this meayure did not
kessen the danger, ‘Their condition was hopeless, and
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every wave threatened them with inevitable destruction s
bt after the tempest had continaed several days, withe
out inlermission, a south wind decided their fate, snd
drove the ship aground, which was the Iessl misfortune
that could happen to them.

The anchor was immediately thrown oat, and the

boats, which were their [ast rescurce, were hoisted over-
boatd. Sosa, his wife, and children, and the principat
persons of his suite, snatching up in haste their most ve-
Juabie effects, threw themselves into the boats. New
dangers allended them ; the waves, impelled by the force
of the wind, dashed against the shore and formed moun-
tsins, that appesred ready to overwhelm their feeble
bark. Atlength, after much Jifficulty and danger, they
reached the shore. Al could not effect their escape in
the boats, for afier the second or third voyage they were
dashed to pieces upon hidden rocks; at the same time
the cable parted, and those who remained in the vessel
had no other method of saving their tives than Lo throw
themselves overboard, and endeavour {o g#in the shore.
Some seized hold of casky, or boxes, while othersirost
ed to their sirength and their expertness in swinming.
Very few, however, were so fortunate as to arrive with-

‘ouf accident, and by this disaster three hundred men,

Portuguese and foreigners, Jost their fives. Those who.
escaped had scarcely reached the shore, when the vessel
foundered. This {oss overwhelmed the Portuguese with

despair ; from the fragments of the ship they might have

constructed a Drigantine, and have gone to seek some
. selief at Sofala and Mozdmbique; but from this hope
tbey were now completely cut off,
The conniry on which they were wrecked was in the.
Tatitude of 319 gouth, Sose directed large fires to be
5
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made, inorder to dry and warm his people, who suffered
exceedingly from cold, and hunger, and their wounnds.
He distribuled among them, with the grealest economy,
& stoall quantity of floor picked up (rom the wreck, but
halfspoiled by the salt water, Their situation was dread-
ful. The shore presented to their view nothing but de-
sert sands and rocks. Afier s long search they dis-
covered some springs of fresh water, which were ex-
tremely serviceable, and then began to form an entrench-
ment of boxes and large stones, that they might pass the
nighl insafety. Sosa, on this occasion, forgot none of
the duties of & good citizen_and a benevolent master.
Here he remained with his people tiil they had recovered
from the fatigues of the sea, and as long as he entertain-
ed any hope of being able (o subsist upon the provisions
thrown on shore from the vessel, It beeame necessary,
however, to think -of removing, and they deliberated
upon Lhe course that-ought to be pursued: all were in
favor of proceeding slong the coast Lill they found the
river lo which Marchesez had given the name of Santo
Spiritu, and wheie the Portuguese of Sofala and Mozam-
bique carried on a considerable traffic.

That river was about one hundred and eightly Teagnes

distant from their post.  Sosa, after adopting the resolus
tion, encouraged his troop, and exhorted them, by his
words and example, not to lose their courage. ** Be-
fore z person exposes himself,” said he, * to the dangers
.of ihe sea, he ought to be resolved to bear thirst, hunger,
hardships, and inconvenience of everykind, Far from
‘being dejected al theirapproach, he ought to weet them

as if he had expected them, and substituté those transis

* enl evils instead of the eternal misery due to the crimes

be bas commitied. In our present misfortune, (added:

6
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he) we ought less to consider what we have lost than

_what we have saved; the loss of our property is a small

object,when compared with the preservation of oo lives,
I can give yor no better advice, ihan to revign alf private
claims, and relinquish all personat and individual interest
in favor of the public welfare. If we are splil into parties
we can never be secure, bul while united we have no-
thing to fear.” He concluded with a prayer, extorted by
love, in behalf of his wife and children, and intreated bis
companions in misforiune {0 pay some respect, on the
way, {o the sex of the one and the age of the others. All
replied, it was but just that the strongest and most robust
should asrist the wezkest, that he might lead them where.
ever he pleased, and thal they would never withdraw
themselves from his command. )

They immediately set off, "['his caravan was compored
of Sosa, his wife Efeonors, & woman of 2 masculine cone
rege, their children, ss yet too young ic knew the dan-
gers of their situation, Andrew Vasez, the master of the
vesse), and eighty Portuguese. This first troop was fol-
lowed by aboui one hundred servants, who alternalely
carried the children on their backs, amd their mistress on
a rude kind of chair. These were succeeded by the
sailors, and the female servants ; and Paniaieon, with &
number of Portuguese and slaves, closed the rear.

Afier proceeding several days through & very danger.
ons couniry, they were stopped by.inaccessible rocks,
and totrenls, swelled by the rains that had recenily fallen.
By endeavoring lo discover the easiest roads, they had
made a cirenit of above one hundred leagues, while
they would have bad 1o go but thirty, if they had kept
along the sea coast,  Tlhieir provisioms were sooz con-
sumed, and they were obliged to live upon spples and



330 . THE SHIPWRECK OF

wild fruits, and even upon certain- herbs, of which the
snimals of that country are very fond.

Afler a progress of four months (hey at length arrived
at the river Santo Spiritu, but without recogniging il ;
fot the country is traversed by three different branches,
avhich unile before they discharge themselves inlo the
sea,

““Their doubis were removed by the king of the dis-
trict, who was the more favorably disposed {owards the
Portuguese, because he had, some time before, traded
peaceably with Lorenzo Marchesez and Antonio Cal-
dera. That prince gave a kind reception to Sosa and
his people, and informed them, ihat the king of the
conntry contigaous to bis dominions was & crafty and ra-
pacious man, of whom they enght to beware. The de~
sire of speedily reaching some place inhabited by Euvro-
peans, rendered them blind lo the misforiunes thal were
predicted; but they soon had rearon to repent baving
pasted the second arm of the river.

The following day they perceived two hundred Coffres
coming towards them. Though exbausted with hard-
ships and fatigue, they prepared their arms and put them-

. selves in a posture of defence; but seeing that (be Cak
fres approached them. peacesbly, and rather shewed
desire. of forming an acquaintance with them, than .of
doing them any injury, -their fears were dissipated, and
they endeavoured to abtain provisions, either for money
&7 in exchange for implements of iron, which those peo-
ple highly value. A mutusl confidence appeared to be
established, and the wanis of the Porluguese encouraged
their good opinion of the natives, but the opportunity of
stripping the surangers of all they possessed was 100 fa-
vorable for the barbarians te be neglected. In order to
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accomplish their design with he greater facility, they
gave the Portuguese to understand, that if they would
proceed 1o the habitation of their king, they would ex-
petience a gracious recepiion, Their excessive wea-
. rinesy, their joy at having Tound the river they were in
search of, and a still more powerful motive, the want
of provisions, induced them Lo embrace the proposal of
the Caffres, They fullowed them lowards the habilation
of their chief; bat the latter directed them to stop on
the way, in"a place shaded by trees. Here they res
mained several days, during which they purchased vari-
aus kinds of coarse provisions with the effects they had
saved from the wreck.  Deceived by the air of sincerity
of those pcople, Sosa conceived that he might wait at
this place for the arrival of some merchants from Sofala,

- and demanded permission of the king to erect buts for
himsclf, his wife, and alf his people, whose nomber
had been much diminished by the fatigues of their long
peregrinalion,

. The king, with more artifice than he could be sus-
pected of, told Sasa, that twe circumstances retarded the
favorable reception which he wished to give them; the
first was, the dearness and scarcity of provisions ; and
the second, ilie fear which his subjects entertained of the
swords and fire.arms of the Porluguese; that if these .
were senl {0 rim as a pledye ef their peaceable and tran-
quil disposition, he would agree to their request,

The hope of arriving at tife end of their hardships,
induced the Portuguese te comply with these condilions,
to which prudénce ought to have dictaled a refusal. In
vain Eleonora reminded Sesa of the unfaverable account
given of this anvereign by the other king: deal 1o the
intreaties and admonitions of his wife, he accepled, with
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fatal credulily the subtle offers of this prince. The rest
of ihe troop followed their caplain’s example, and the
srms were delivered to the perfidious monarch. They,
however, soon repented of this step, for the Csﬁ'«;s fm-
mediaiely seized upon the treasures they had brought
wiilh them, with such fatigue, and stripped them of all
their clothea. Those who atterspted to make any resis-
1ance were massacred w:thoul mercy, by the unrelenting
barbarians, .
Lleonora alone resisted, with courage ; but of what
avail are the efforis of a female against men of a dispo-
sition so ferocious I They stripped her likewise of all
her clothes,  Ashamed to be exposed stark naked to the
view of those wretches, and of her own servants, she
threw herself into a ditch 2 few paces distani, and bu-
ried herself, as it were, in the sand, resolving not to
leave that situation. Qverwhelmed with. fatigue and
«chagrin, she could nol forbear saying to Andrew Vasez,
and others of the Porluguese, who would not Jeave her:
“* There, my friends, you see the consequence of your
silly confidence. Go: I want nothing more; ihink
only of yourselves; and should heaven permit ysu to
Tevisil your native land, tell those who enguire afier the
“unfortunate Eleonorz end her husband, that our sins
_ have drawn upon us the indignation of heaven, and
have precipitated us into this abyss of misery.” Here
stghs choaked her uiterance, but she cas! a tender look
at her children and her hedband. The lolter, uvercome
with grief for his imprudence, and its fatal consequences,
remained motionless.  The Caffres had, by this time, re-
tired with ol their booly; his companions had dispersed
1o avoid the fate that impended over them, and not one
was to be seen. At lengih ihe sentiments of tender-

n
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neis were agaio excited in his breast, and he ran about,
in every direction, in guest of fruil, of any kind, by
which he might prolong the exisfence of his wife and
his wretched infants.  But, naked and udarmed, Sota,
was unable 10 find any thing in a country ravaged by
barbarians, and burned yp by the sun, He frequently
returned, exhauvsted with fatigue ; and the last time he
returned, he found that his wife and children had ex-
‘pired with hanger ard thirst, He had sufBefent sirength
to perform the rites of interment, after which, ficeing
from this scene of horror, he roved about in the deserts,
where, doubtless, he died, as he was never heard of
. afterwards,

Such was the fatal issue of Sosa’s Yoyege, in the year
1553. The miserable remains of this troop, reduced in
namber to twenty-six persons, by the fatiguesand mice-
ries they endured, wandered about a long time, and
were, at length, lzeated as slaves, They would afl have
- finished their career in this state of hardship and humi.
liation, had not a Portuguese merchant, who repaired
from Mozambique to this part of the couniry to purchase
ivory, ransomed them for four pisstres apiece, OFf these
Pantaleon Salz was one; he died at Lisbon, of sp #po-
plexy, at & very advanced-age. o

The disaster of Sosa excited great compassion among
his countrymen, but did not correct their improdence,
The following year five more vessels sailed lrom the port
of Cochiin for Portugal, under she command of Fernand
Alvatez Capral,  Only one of these ships arrived at
Lisbon, after encountering & thousand dangers. It is
mot known what became of any of the others, excepting
the 5. Benedict, which was so deeply laden, (hat the
sailors could acarcely work her. A violent tempest
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overtook her in the middle of her course, near the Cape
of Good Hope; a gale of wind drove her ashore, and
desiroyed her on the deseri coast called Naial. Two
bhundred men, whe endeavored to save themselves by
swimming, perished on this occasion.

Mesquila Perestrella, who sorvived this disaster, and
has left a very accurale account of it, exaggerates the
© terrors which his companions underwent by the appari-
tion of demons in the air, and the noise of the wander-
ing spirits of the sailors, which he declares that he both
~ saw and heard. The unfortunate wretches who escaped
from the wreck experienced the same hardships as Sosa
and his company; for having pursued almost the same
course, they had %0 endure the greatest extremity of
hunger and thirst.  In shorl, from three hundred they
were reduced in nomber to lwenty-three, who, halfdead
wilh famine and fatigue, were at length made slaves,
A few months afterwards, some merchanis, who visited
that part of the country for the purposes of (rade, ran-
tomed and conveyed them to Sofala and Mozambique,
where they .ariived, after suffering aimost acredible
fisery. :

END OF VOL- Il
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