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. NARRATIVES

o or

SHIPWRECKS
cSc. &c.

i —

TIIE LOSS OF
' THE HALSEIVELL EAST INDIA‘MAN

"'Wrecked off Seacombe, m'thc Isle of Purbeck, on the Coast of

" Dorsetshire, Janvary 6th, 1786,

The Halsewe!l leaves the Thames and praceeds !hmugh the Downs
—Bprings & Leak—The Mats cut sway—lhe Ship dirves be-
fors the Wind snd strikes—Situation of the Rocks on the Spot
where she strick—The Ship pdrts in the Middie—The Roend-~
House gives way and overwhelins the Captain, thc Ladies, and
other Passengers-—-Precarious Sitantion of those wie lad esca-
ped on the Rocks-—Two Alen gain the Sumn.ir and oblain assist-
ance—The Quarry-Men hasten to the Rulief of the unhappy
Sufferers--Singulnr - Method of drawing them up—Melancholy
Fate of soveral,

THE Halsewell East Indiaman, of 758 tons burthen,
Richard Pierce, Tsq. commander, havin g been taken up
by the Directors to make her third voyage to Coast and

"Bay, {cll down to Gravesend the 16th of November,

1785, and there cempleted her lading. Having taken
voi, 11, B



2 THE LOSS OF THE HALSEWELL,

the ladies and other passengers o hosrd at the Hope,
she sailed through the Downs on Sunday, January the
1st, £786, and (he next morning, being abreast of Dun.
nose, it fell calm,

The ship was one of the finest in the service, and
supposed to be in the most perfect condition for her

voyage; and the commander a man of distinguished

ability and exemplary character. His officers possessed
unquestioned knowledge in their profession the crew,
composed of the best searmen that could be collected,
was as numercus as the establishment admits, The
vessel likewise contained a donsiderable body of sol-
diers, destined 1o recruit the forces of the Company ia
Asia
The passengers were; Miss Elixa Pierce, and Miss
Mary Anne Plerce, daughters of the commander ; Miss
Amy Paul, and Miss Mary Paul, daughters of Mt. Paul,
of Somersetshire, and refations of Captain Pierce; Miss
Elizabeth Blackburne, dasghter of Captain B. likewise
in the service of the East India Company; Miss Mary
- Haggard, sister to an officer on the Madras establish-
ment ; Miss Aan Mansel, & native of Madras, but of
European parents, who had received her education in
England; and Jokn Geerge Schutz, Esq. telurning to
Asia, where he had long resided, 1o coliect a part of
his fortune which he had lefl behind.
On Monday. ihe d of January, at three P. M. a
breeze springing up from the south, they ran in shore to
and the pilot. The weather coming on very ihick in
the evening, and the wind baflling, at nine they were
obliged to anchor in eighteen fathom water, They
furled their top-sails, but were unable to furl theic
%




AHE LOSS OF YHE HALSEWSLE, 3

courses, the snow falling thick and freezing as it
fell.

Tuesday, the 3d. at 4 A, M. a violent gale came on
from E.N.E. and the ship driving, they were obliged tb
cut their cadlesand ran out fo sea. At noon they spoke
wilh a brig bound to Dublin, and baving put their pilet
on bosrd of her, bore down channel immediately. At
eight in the evening the wind freshening, and coming
to the southward, they reefed such sails as were judged
necessary. At ten it blew a violent gale at south, ‘and
they were obliged fo carryn press of sail to keep the
ship off the shore. In this siuation, the hawse-plugs
which, according {0 » recemt improvement, were put
inside, were wnshed i, and the hawse-bags washed
wway, i consequence of which they sh:pped agreat
quantity of water on the gon-deck.

Upen sounding the well they found that the vessel
bad sprung a leak, and had five feet water in her hold;
they chred -up the main-top sail, hanled up the main-sail
and immediately -endeavored to furl both, but failed in
dhe attempt.  All the pumps were set to work on the
-diseovery of the leak,

‘Wednesday the 4th, at two A, M. lhey endeavored
" 10 wear the ship, but without succe:s, The mlzen-mast
was instantly cal away, end a-second altempl made tb
wear, which succeeded oo better than the fornrer. The
ship having now seven feet water in her hold, and the
leak guining fast on the pumps, it was thought expe.
dient, for the preservalion of the ship, which appeared
4o be in immediate danger of foundering, to cut away
4he main-mast. Inits falljonathan Moreton, coxswain,
and four men, were carried overboard by the wreck and

a2



4+ EHE LOSS OF THE HALSEWELL.

drowned.. By eight o’clock the wreck was cleared, and
the ship got before the wind, In this position she was
kept about two hoors, daring which the pumps redyced
€1¢ water in the hold two feet. -

(At ten in the morning the wind abated eons:derably,
ond the ship labering extremely, rolled the foretop-mast
@-er on the larboerd side, which, In the fall, tore the
foresail lo pisces. At eleven the wind came to the
westward, and the weather clearing up, the Berry-Hesd
was distinguishable, at the distance of four or five leagues.
Having, erected jury a main-mast, and.sei a top-gallant-
sail, for. a main-sail, they bore up for Portsmouth, and
employed the remainder of the day in getting up a jury
mizen-mast.!

On Thursday, the 5th, at two in the mormng Ihe
wind came 1o the southward, blew fresh, and the wea-
4lier was very thick. At noon Portland was.seen bear-
ing north and by esst, distant Iwo or three leagues. At
eight at night it blew a strong gale at south; I.he Port-
land lights were seen bearing northwest, distan! four or
five leagues, when they wore ship and got her head (o
the westward. Finding they lost ground on that tack,
they wore her egaim, and kepl streiching to the eastward,
ir the hope of weathering Peverelpoint, in which case
they intended to have anchored in Studland Bay. At
tleven they saw 5t Alban’s-Head, a mile and a half o
the leeward, upon which they took in sail immediately,
and let go the smali bower anchor, which brought up the
ship 4! & whole cable, and she rode for about an bour,
but then drove. They now let go the sheet anchor, and
wore away & whole cable ; the ship rode about two hours
longer, whet she drove again.
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In this situation the captain sent for Mr, Henry Meri«
ton, the chief officer, and asked his opinion concerning the
probability of savieg theiz lives, He rephod, with equal
candar and celmbets, thmt he apprehended there was
very litlle hope, as they- were then driving fast on the
shore, anid might expect every moment to sirike. . It was
sgreed that the boats could not then be of any ese, bit it
was proposed that the officars should 5@ confldentinily
tequosied, In cade mn opportunily presonied itself, of
moking them serviceabls, to reserve the long bost for
the ladies and themsslver, and this precaulion was aga
cordingly Inken,

About two in the morning of Friday, the 6th, the
ship still driving, and approaching the shore very fasi,
the same officer agsin-wont into the cuddy where the
captain then war, . Coplain Pierce expressed extreme
snxiety for the preservation of his beloved daughs
ters,’and earnestly meked Mr. Meriton, .if he could dej
vise any memnn- of saving: them. The latter ex:
prowed his foars that it would be impomible, adding,
that their only chance would be to wait for the morm»
ing, upon which lhe capiain lified up his- hnnds in s:bne
ﬁmrm.

-At this moment the ahtp strock with luch wdenco
as to davh the heaads.of Lhore whu were stending in
the cuddy against the deck above titem, and. the fatal
blow was accompanied by a shriek of horror, which
burst af the same instant from eVery quarter of the
ship. - - : ' ‘.

“The seamen, many of whora hed ‘beeu zemsrkabfy in
attentive and rewiss in their duty, during preat part of
the storm, and bad actually skulked in \heir hammocks;

83
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leaving the exertions of the pump, and the oiher labers
requited by their situation, o the officers, roused to a
sense of iheir danger, now pounred upen the deck, to
which the stmost endeavors of their offivers conld not
keep them while their assitance might have been use~
ful. Butit was now too lale; the ship centinved fo
beat upon the rocks, and soon bulged, falling with her
broadside fowards the shore. When the ship struck,
several of the men caught hold of the emign -staff, un.
der the apprehension of her going 1o pieces immredis
ately:

At lhis critical junetvre Mr. Menlon,oﬂ'ered his une
happy companions the bet advice that cowld possibly be
given, He recommended that they should all repair to
shat side of the ship which lay lowest on the rucks, and
take the oppartunities tbat might then present themrelves
of escaping singly to the shore. He then returned to
the roundrhouse, where all the possengers and most of
the officers were assembled. The latier were employed
in sffording consolation to the unfortunate ladies, and,
with snparalleled magnanimity, suffering their compai-
sion for the aminhle companions of their misloriunes lo
overcome the sense of their own danger, and the dread
of alimost inevitable déstruction, At this moment what
must have been the feelings of a {aﬁm—-—ol’ such a fathes
as Captain Pierce?

The ship had struck on the rocks near Smombe on
the island of Purbeck, between Peverel-point and St.
Alban's-Head. On this part of the shure the cliff is of
immense height, and rises slmost perpendicularly. In
this particelar spot the cliff is excavated st the bese,
presenting a cavern ten or lwelve yards in depib, and
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equal in breadth to the length of a lasge ship. The
sides of the cavern mre so nearly upright as to be ex~
tremely difficuit of access, and the bottom of it is strew~
ed with sharp and uneven rocks which appesr (o have
been rent from above by some cenvulsion of nature,
It was at the mouth of this cavemn that the unforiu~
rate vessel ey stretched almost from side to side, and
presented her breadside to the horrid chasm, But, at
the time the ship struck it was too dark to discover the
extent of their danger, and the extreme horror of theit
situation. . :

- 'The nurber in the round-honse was now increased
40 nearly filly, by the admission of three black women
and two soldiers’ wives, wilh the husband of one of the
lstter, though the sailors, who had demanded .enirance
“to get a light, had been opposed und kepl out by the
officers, Capiain Pierce was seated on a ¢hair, or some
other moveable, between his twe daughters, whom he
pressed alternately to bis affectionate bosors. The rest
of the melancholy assembly were seated on the deck,
swhich wat strewed with musieal instruments, and the
wreck of furmture, boxes, and packages.

Here Mr. Meriton, afler having lighted several wax
candles, aind all the glasy lanterns he could find, likewise
took his seat, intending to wait till day-light, in the hope
that it would afford him an epportunity of effecting
his own escape, and also of rendering assistance (o the
partners of his denger.  But, observing that the ladies’
appeared parched and exhausted, he fetched a basket
of oranges from soree part of the round-house, with
which he prevailed on some of them to refresh them-
selrer.

B4
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On his return he perceived a considerable alteration
vin the appearance of the ship, The sides were visbly
giving way, the deck seemed to heave, and he disco-
vered other evident symptoma that she could not hold
together much longer.  Altempling to po forward to
look out, he instantly perceived that the ship had separa-
ted in the middle and (hat the fore-part had changed ity
position, and fay rather farther out towards the sea, In
thi« emergency he determined to selze lise present mos
irent, an the next might have been charged with hisfste,
and to follow the example of the crew and the ioldlers,
who were leaving the ship in numbers, end'making theit
way (0 @ shore, with the horrors of which- they were yd
uneceeainted.

To favor their esenpe my lﬂﬂfl}‘it ud been made to
lay the emigtintaffrom the ship’s-vide- 1o the rocks, bt
without success, forit snapped o pieces before it reache
ed them. - By the light of a tantern, however, Mr, Mes
titon, discovered w apar, which appeared to be laid
from the <hip’s ride to the rocks, and vpon which he
determined 1o attempt his excapel  He secordingly lny
down upon it; and throst himself forwnard, but soon
found that the spar had no communication with ‘the
rock. He reached the end and then slipped off, receive ~
ing 8 violent contusion in his fall.  Before he could res
cover his legs he was washed off by the wrge, in which
he supporied himself by swimming (il Ihe returning
‘wave dashed him against the back of the caverri. - Heére
ke faid hold of & sma¥t projection of the rock, bat was
‘50 benumbed that he' was on -the point of quitting it,
when & seaman, who had already gained a fooling, ex-

tended his hand and assisted him till he could ‘secure
ol )
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hirself on a little shelf of the rock;. from which be clams
bered sl higher &ill he was out of the reach of ‘the
surf. i

Mz, Raogers, the third mate, remamed with lhe cap-~
fain and the ladies nearly twenty minutes afier Mr. Me-
riton had left the ship. The latier had not long quitied
the tound-house before the captain enquired what was
become of him, when Mr. Rogers replied that he had’
gone upon deck o see whar could be done. A heavy
sea soon afterwards broke over the ship,.upon which
the ladies expressed great concern at the apprehension
cf his loss,  Mr, Rogers preposed tn go and call him,
+ but this they opposed, fearf'ul feat he m:ghl ahnre the
same fale. o o b

The ses now bmké in.a the fere»parl of ‘the ahips
and rcached @ far asithe mainsmast: .Capisin: Piorce
and Mr Rogers, then went together, witha lemp, o
the stérn gallery, where, after viewing the racks, 'the
captain asked Mr. Rogers if he thought- there was any
pomsibility of saving the girle.” He replied be feated.
not; for they ould diccover nothing but the black surs
face of the perpendicuiar rack, and not -the cavern.
which afforded shelter to those who had escaped: They
then tglurned to tha round-house, where Captain Pierce
again seated himself between his two daughters, strug-
gling 16 suppress the parema! tear which then s!armd
into his eye.. - -
- The sea continuing lo break in very f'aﬁ! Mr. Regers,
Mr. Shuiz, and Mr. M'Manus, a midsh pman, with &,
wiew to attempt their escape, made their way to the
poop,  They had scarcely. reached it, ‘when a-heavy.
#ea. breaking over the wieck, the round-house gave way,

L
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and they heard the ladies shriek at intervals, ax ifthe wa-
ter had reached them ; the noise of the sea at other times
drowning their voices,

. Mr. Brimer had followed Mr. Rogers to the poop,
where, on the coming of the fatal ses, they jointly
seized & hen conp, and ihe same wave which whelm-
ed those who remained below in destruction, carried
bim and his companion te lhe rock, on which they
were dashed with grest violence and miserably brui
eed.

On this rock were twenty.seven men; but it was low

- water, and being convinced thal, upon the flowing
of the tide, they must ail be washed off, many endes. -
vored to get lo the back or sides of the cavern beyond
the reach of ihe returning sea. Excepling Mr. Rogers
and. Mr, Brimer, scarcely more than six succeeded in this
aptempt. Of (ke remainder some experienced the fate
they songht {0 avoid, and others perished in endeavoring
1o get into Lthe cavern.

Mr. Rogers and Mr. Brimer, however, having reachs
ed .the cavern, climbed up the seck, on the narow
shelves of which they fixed themseives. The former
got 50 near to his friend, Mr. Meriton, as to exchange
congtatulations with him; but between these gentle-
men there were about twenty men, none of whom could
stir but a3t the most imminent hazard of his life, When
Mr. Rogers reached (hix station his strength was so
nearly exhausted that had the struggle continued a
few minutes longer he must inevitably have pe-
rished. - .

. They soon found that though many, who had reached
the rocks helow, had pesished in altempling 1o ascend,

-4
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yet that a considerable number of the crew, seamen,
soldiers,. and some of the inferior officers, were in the
samne situation with themselves. What that situation
was they had still to'learn. They had escaped imme-
diate death; but they were yet to encounter 2 thousand
hardships for the precaricus chance of escape. Some
part of the ﬂnp was still discernible, and they cheered
themselves, in this dreary situntion, with the hope that
it would bold together till dey-break, Amidst their own
misforiunes the sufferings of the females filled their minds
with the acutest anguish; every returning sea increased
their apprehensions for the tafely of their amiable and
helpless companions.

- But, alas! too soon were these. apprehensicos reali-
4! A few minutes after Mr. Rogers had gained the
rock, & general shriek, in which the voice of female dis~
tréss was' lamentably distinguishable, gnnounced the
dregdfol catastrophe! In a few moments all was hushed,
excepting the warmring winds and the dashing waves.
The wrack was whelwed in the besom of the deep, and
not an atom of it.was ever discovered. Thus perished
the Haiseweil—and with her, worth, honor, skill, beag~
ty and accomplishments !

This stroke was & dreadful aggravation of woe to the
the trewbling and scarcely half-saved wretches, who were
clinging about the sides of the horrid cavern. They felt

-for themselves, but they wepl for wives, parénts, fathers,
brothers, sisters—perhaps lovers !—ali cut off from their
dearest, fondest hopes !

Their feelings were not less ag-onmd by the subse-
quent events of that ill-fated night. Many who had
gained the precarious stations on the rocks, exhansted
with fatigae, weakened by bruises, and benunabed with

36
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eold, - qoitted 1hedr holds, g fulling heudlang; elther
wpon: the rocks below,: or inteithe sorl; penisitad. :bes
neathithe feet of their wretched associates, and.by theie
dying: proans and loud ‘exclamations, awakened ters
sific spprehenslons of a similar fate in lhe SuTvis
vors.

At-Isngth, aﬂer t-hma huurs of lbo kcenest m:my,
the day broke on them, but, far from bringiag with-.it
the sexpected relief, it served only to discover. to them
tli the ‘horrors of their situation.  They were convinced
that, had the country -been alarmed by the guns of dis-
- Jress, which they continued Lo fire several hours before

the ship struck, but which, from the violence. of ihe
stortn, were unheard, ey could neithar be ebserped by
the people abave, ar tiey were completely ingulphed in
the cavern, sud overhung by. the clill’; nor was any
part of the wreck remaining to indicate their probabie
phace of refuge. Below, no boat could: live o seprch
thernpul, and had it ‘been- possible to scquaint (those
who were willing 10 assist them with. their exmct isi-
tualien, thej were -at o loss. to eonceive how sy
Topes .cowld 'be conveyed. mlo tire .cavern - to +facilitate
their escape.

The only method that aiforded any pmspart of suc-
cess was to creep along Lhe side Lo its ouler dwtvemity,
%0'(uen sthe cornet on'a ledge scarcely as broad ae &
man’s hand; and o elimb up the altost perpeérdiedide
“precipioes, ‘nemtly. twe buedred feet in height. *To
this desperale attempt some succeeded, while others,

" trembling with terror, and exhausied with bedily: and
~mental - faiigus, Jost !hcl: precarieus footmg, and . pe~
ﬂah@d\- ' . i o ; DR NS TR

N Tewte e
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-~The:firkt mien -who: gained the sumuit rof the-olidE
werm e -covk, and Jarhes Fhomgon, # Quarter-sastery
By their:individmalt exertions they seachdd:abe op, and
instintly hastenadl . to. the niparest house, '10:make koouw
the wination.of their fellowisoffecers,. Eastingimn, «the
habitation of Mr. Garland, steward, ‘oziagent,. io 1w
prop;iehees of,rﬂ'ie:}’urhéd quasriet, wak.hooad at
whieh they Frstiatriveth: . Ehet -gonsteman  rommstiseb
axseorbied Ahe workwen uwder bis divection;: ahd ikl
the wont zeaidbuy bumachty everiedievory effotdnmibe
pretevenion of the nﬁuwmg- patl oLahe.trew ofﬁiaunl-
fortunate ship L s
. MroMerlsorp:had, sbytiliis: tlmt, shm ﬂllched ﬂll
edge of: ther precipice: 1\ soldian, - whor precedad: himy
stood upor-a: dmlisprojecting mekit enviobey iand-hpod
thgsame wiank Mo Meritone Wad. -fastenedl. bis hands o
astist-bis progress.d Lt ug this:moment thp yarrveren
arrived; and soeing: & wun so.nearly within theie reschy
they dropped..ai repe,:of - which he immedlately lad
hold: By 2 vigorous efforty- 6 avail thitvself of dhe add
santage, he Joosened Une stond, which:giving iway, Mk
Merion rhust have:hsen prethi phiatedito the bastir; had
not a fope beendowdied.to hinr at e inslant) whick:he
saized;. while in theadtof falhng, wnd was saFely drmn
o 1hd sywumit: s (g o L '

The fate of Mr. Brimer was pecnharly severe, HC
had:beenimarvied; oty mintokays Yeidranthe sip xaded,
to the/daughierof Cagtain Nnndan, of the Roywl Navy,
catoe O shoke, a5 it has beenrohdgtvid, 'with: Mry Rop
‘gers; aindy Hke him, got vp 1hesite of the cavern, Here
he remained G- (ke morning; when'he cvawled oot 5.
repowaes . thrown b, bt he' vwas either 4o benanbed
with the cold asto fasten it about him improperly, or

3
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o agitatedas to neglect 1o fasten it atafl, Whatever
wus the canse, the effect proved fatal; at the moment
of his sopposed: preservution -he. fall frows ‘hic siznd, and
was unfoclonutely dashed to preces, in the sight of those
who could. only lament the deplorable fate of ain amisble
man and a skilfol officer.

i Tiwe inethod of gffurding help was mmhﬁk and
dees honor torthe homanity and iitrepidity of the qeatrys
mes, The distance frem the top.of the rock 1n.the ca-.
werTy bver which it projected, was ot least ohehun-
dred feet: tevi of these formed o declivity to the edge,
and the remsainder was perpendicular. On the very
briok of this precipice: itood. two dering fellows, with
3:rope tied . roynd them, and fastened aboye 10 a strokg
iron.bar fixed inte the ground.  Behind these, :in like
vmnner, saod others, two and.two... A-strong. Tope,
kkowise properly secured, pased between them, by
which they might hold, and support themselves from
fulling. Another rope, with & noose. ready fixed, was
then. let down below .the cavermn, and the wind
biowing-berd, it was someligies  foraed under the
projecting rock, 0. that the seferers could reach 't
without crawiing 16 the edge, Whoever laid hold of
it put the noose round hic waist, apd was daawn up
with the utmost care and caution by their- mt.lepd deb* :
weilers. :

-In dm atwmpt. jlowunr, mny ;bcnd the ﬁue of
the unfortnate M., Brimer. Ugqable,  through cold,
perturbation of mind, weakness, or the inconvenienca
of the sations they occupied, to avail themselves of
the succor that was.offered them, they were precipijated
from - the stupendous cliff, end gither dashed to pioces

H
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on the rocks, or, falling intp the. mrge, petished. mlbel.
waves, i

. Among these unhappy sufferers the: duth of a drum.
mer was attended with circamstances of peculisr distress.
Being either washed off the rocks by the ses, of falling
into the surf, he was carried by the returning, waves be-
yond the breakers. His utmest efforts to kegain them
were ineffectual ; he was drawn farther out to sen; and:
being a remarkably good swimmer, continued tosirug-:
gle with the waves, in the view of his commiserating
companions, till his strength was exhausted, and be surk,
—to rise no more !

Itwaslate in the day before all the survivors were car-
ried to a place of salety, excepting William Trenton, a
soldier, who remained on his perilous stand till the morn-
ing of Saturday, the 7th, exposed to the united horrors of
exstreme personal danger, and the most acute disquietude
of mind. e

‘The surviving oﬁcers, seamen, and soldiers, being
assembled at the house of their benevolent deliverer,
Mr. Garland, they were mustered, and found to amount
o 74, out of rather more than 240, which was nearly
the number ¢f the crew, and passengers, when she sailed
through the Downs.. Of the rest it is supposed that
fifty or more sunk with the Caplain and the ladies in the
round-house, and that upwards of seventy reached the
rocks, bul were washed off, or perishedt, in falling
from the cliffs.  All those who reached the summit
survived, excepting two or three, who expired while
being drawn up, and a black, who died a few hours
after he was brought lo the house, Many, however,
were 0o miserably bruised, that their lives were doabt-
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foli'and it wavy caysiderabl time beford they perfectty’
recovered their sirength, v
- Fihb betieviolence and-generoiity of the master of (he
Crown-inn, " at Blandford, deservesthe highest praise,!
When'ihe distressed .seamen afrived at that fown he
sent for them all -to his house, and having given them-
the refreshment - of ‘a* comfirtatile dmiier, Be presents’
o eagiy: it} 49itty- hall '8 crown 1o belp him on his
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THE SUFFERINGS OF SIX DESERTERS,

During theit Passage in & Whale Boat from the
© Istand of St, Helena td Brasil,

e
Bix Man belonging te the Gurrison of 8t Heluna seisa s Whale
Boat with the Intention of dererting on board un Amorlasn §hip
~They mlu thoVensl and steor for the Jsland of Ascensionms
Are reduced to thé utmest sxtremity By tiie want of provisfons
= They crvt Lots fur on#f of ther to' div, apon whoie Body the
ethiors aubaist for sevaen! Daya—They land on the Const ol Praeil
rmeGinavesity of tha, Iubebitagts of BY. Bulvmdonwris: -t -0

i

THE fllowlitg exthiordiniry ind’ aMbetie tathative
relates (o aix ‘densrters fibh ihe krthlerif of thé islahd of
5t. Helens, whoe aingulay advenivres produced a ¢ourt
of inguiry on the 12th of Dacember, 1799, when Johs
Brown, one" of (he wurvivors, delivered the foowing
sccodnt;l upon- datl; befied Captain Dévfbntalr, presit
dent; Lieutenarit B."Hadion, sid Ensign Yaung, ™
w1 In Fune, V199, £ Beltnged to the ‘Arst company of
sriiifery in the service of this gurrimﬁ, and on'the jOil
of that month, ahont' Balf an hour “hefore prtada-times,
MKinon, gunner, and orderly of the' second company,
deked ‘me if I was willing 1o go with hiln-dn botrd 6T
s Americaln ship,»64lled the Odtuntbia, ‘Clipait Heitrg
Leﬁf}'tﬁehh-ly’ s’hi'ﬂiﬂieh iri the rasds.! Afier soime dorle
versation'Tlagreed; sn@ nvet himn, abbi¥ scvén o'clock, at
the play-house; wheted fgund oné Mgihiny! of Majot
Seale’s company, ansbbr man called ;ﬁri'g'huuﬁe,'anolhéi
taed Parr, and fe-sik-Makthrdw'Oowags 1 v 5 0e¥
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* Parr was a good seaman, and said he would take
us {o the island of Ascension, or lie off the harbor till
the Colambia eould weigh snchor and come ont. We
went down about eight o’clock to the West Rock, where
the American boat, matned with tliree seamen, was
wailing for as, and took us along-side the Columbia.
We went on board ;. Parr went duwn into the cabin,
and we changed our clothes afler having been on bmrd
half an hour.

« Brighouse and Conway proposed to cut a whale

boat out of the harbar to prevent the Columbia from be-
ing suspected. This they accomplished, taking in her
a cotl of rope, five oars, and & large stone, by which
she was moored. ‘This happened about elewen st
night.
. “We obsesved Ianterns passing an the line towards
the wea- gate, and - hearing s noise, thought we were
missed and sought for. We immediately embarked in
the whale boat, with about twenty-five pounds of bread
ina bag, and a small keg of water, supposed to contain
sbout thirteen galfons, oive compess, and, one quadmnt,
givento us by the commanding officer of the Columbia ;
but in our hurry the quadrant was either lefl behind ar
dropped overboard,

“ We then teft the ship, puiling with two carsanly
to get a-head of her: the boat was half full of wates,
and we had nothing lo bale it out; in this condition
we rowed put o sea, and lay off the &land at a great
distance, in hourly expectalion of the American ship.
~ * About twelve o’clack, the second day, mo ship ap-
pearing, by Parr’s advice we bore away, steering N.
by W.and then N. N. W. for the island of Ascension,
wing our handgerchiefs 25 substitutes for sails. Wo
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met with 2 gale of wind which continmed. two days;
the wenather then became very fine, and we sapposed
we had run abont ten miles an hour.  M+Kinnon kgpt
a reckoning with pen, iok. and paper, with which, e
gether with chartsaad maps, we were supplied by the
Calumbia,

“ We continired oar course 1ill abon!.the 18th in the
momning, whes we saw a namber of hirds, but no land.
About twelve that day Parr said be was sure we must
be past the island, sccounting it to be eight hundred
miles from S¢. Helena. Each of ns then took off his
shirt, and with thems we made a xmall sprit-sail, lacing
our jackets and trowsers together at tbe waitband 30 keep
ourselves warm, and then aliered cur course to W. by
N. thinking to make Riode Janeiro, on the American
coarl, Provisipns running very short, we allowed our-
selves only one ounce of bread and two mouthfuls of wa-
ter for twenty-four hoars,

#On the 26th sll our provisions were expended,
On the 27th M‘Quin put & piece of bamboo in his
mouth to chew, snd we all followed his example. On
the night of that day it was wmy turn to steer: the beat,
and secoilacting to heve read of persons in onr situation
€aling their shoes, 1 cut off a piece of one of mine ; but
being soaked with the sall water, | was obliged to spit
it out, and take the inside sole, of which I eat a pant,
and distribated to the rest; bul we found no bepefit
from it

“ On the st of July Parr cau*ht a dolphin witha
gaff thot had beeu left in the boat.. We all fell on our
-knees aud thanked God. for his ness lous. Wa
iore up the.fish, and hung it to dry’; about four we alp
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part of it, whith agreed with.us pretty well " On ilis
fish we subnisted till the 4th nbout eleven o'dleck, when
finding the whole constmed, - bones and all, Parr, Brigs
house, Conwsay, and mysel, proposed 1o scuttle the beat
and let her go down, to put us:out.of our misery; the
other two objected, observing that God, who hud made
man, always found him something to eat.

- 4 On the 8th, about eleven, M<Kinndn proposed
that it would be batter 1o cosl.fots. for one of u¥ Lo diey
fn order to ‘mve the rest; 1o which we consenied.
Willlem-Parr, being seizod two. days before with the
tpotted fever, was excluded.  -He wrele the numbers
andput them mte & hats we drew.them out blind.
folded, and put them in-our poskets, Parr then asked
wiose lot it wen:to die;: bohe ofus knowing what nume
ber wehatl. imour. pecket; wnd..eech: praying to. God
that it wight be his. lot ;.it ‘was agreed. ihat. No.-&
should die, and lhe lots being u.nfolded. M'Hmmn’u W
No 4,

2 4 We had eoneludtd that: ho, o). whnm the !ot f'e!h
should biped himself.to -destis ;-for- whieh parpow we
lind provided -cueselvas with sharpenad mails, which we
gotifrom the bokty  Whh one: of these M‘Kinwon cot
Bimseli in thres placesy in: his fool,. hand, and wriky
dnd praying God 1o forgive his sinm, hc d:ed in about &
. quarter of an hour, - I
-+ Before he was quite cold, -Brtghnuse, with one of
the nails, cut a piece of flesh off Lis thigh, and hung it
vp, feaving bis body-in e boal,© "Abeut three hours
aflerwards we all-ate of it, ‘bul only in very smali quans
tity. This piece lasted us till the 7th, . We dipped the
body every two-hours in (e sea to preserve.its Pany
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having found s pisceof slaie in the bottom ofthe boat,
he sharpened it on the other large stone, and with it cut
another piece off the thigh, which lasted oy till the 8th,
when it being my watch, and . observing:the water, abont
break of day, 1o change color, I cailed the rest, thmking
we were pear shore, but saw no land, it bemg noi gaite
day-light.

* As goon &s day appumd we ducowred lend tigit
ahead, and sleered towards .it. Aboat eight inthe
‘morning we were close to the shore; there being &
heavy surf, we endeavoredd turn the boat’s hend toit,
but being very weak we were unable. Soon afterwards
the boat upsat,” Parr, Conway, and myseif, got on shore;
MQuin and Brighouse were drowned.

-+« We discovered a smalt hut om the . beach, in whick
were an Indian and hisimether, who spoke Portuguete,
and I, understanding thet langnage, isarned thal there
was a village, about three miles distant, called Bel-
mont. The Indian went to the village, with the infor-
mation that. the French had landed, and in sbout two
hours the governor of the village, aclergyman,. with se.
woral armed men, took Conway and Parr, tied them
by their hands and feet, and slinging them on a bambos
stick, conveyed them in that manner to the viflage. I,
being very weak, remained in the hut some time, but
was alterwards taken,
¢ ** On our. telling them we were English, we were
immediately released, and three hammocks provided, in
which we were taken 4o the governor’s house, who re-
signed to us bis own bed, and gave us milk and rice to
oat; but as we hyd tahen ne food for a considerable
teme we were lock-jawed, and continued so till the 23d.
During this time cur hot wrote to the governer of St.
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Salvador, who'sent a ymall schooner to Parte Segore (6
take usto St. Salvador. 'We were conducted on horse-
back to Porto Seguro, passing through Sante Cruz,
where we remsined aboot-len days ; 'we afterwards em-
berked, and on our arrival at St. Sslvador, Parr, on be.
ing questioned by the governor, told him, that ourship
had foundered &t sea, and we had saved ourselves in the

" boat; thit the ship’s name was the Sally, of Liverpool,
that she belonged to his father, and was last from Capa
Corfe Castle, on the coast of Africa, to touch at Ascens
sion for turtle, and then bound to Jamaica. Pare Jikew
wise said that he was the captain.

* We remained at St. Salvador about thirtesn days,
during which time the inhabitants made up a sobscrip-
tion of 200!, each man. We then embarked in the
Maris, a Portiguese ship, for Lisbon; Parr, as mate;
Conway, bostswain’s mate, and myself, being sickly, a5
a passenger. * In thirteen days we arrived st Rio de Ja-
neiro, Parr and Conway sailed for Lisbon, and 1 was
left in the hospital.

“In about three months, Captain Elphinstone, of the
Diomeéd, pressed me into his Majesty's service, giving
me the'chaice of remaining on that station; or to pro~
ceed 10 the admira) at the Cape. I chose the lniter, and
was put, with seven suspected deserters, on board the

_ Ann, a Botany Bay ship, in irons, with the convicts.
When | arrived at the Cape, I was put on buard the
Lancaster of 64 guns. . Inaver enlered; but, at length
received my discharge, since which. [ engaged ia the
Duke of Clarence as & seaman, I was determined to
surrender myself the first opportunity, in order to relate -
my sufferings {0 the men of this garrison, to deter others
from aitempling so mad & scheme,”™.. . .. . . 4 ¢
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Tit attending to the above nerralive, as simple as it is
affecting, we cannot help noticing the justice of Provie
dence, so sirikingly exemplified in the melancholy fate
of M*Kinnon, the deluder of these unhappy men, and
the victim of his own disgraceful scheme. May bis fate
prove a memento to soldiers and sailors, and a useful,

though awful lesson, to the | encouragerc and abettors of
desertion !

..



THE LOSS OF
THE WINTERTON E4ST INDMMAN

Cff Lhe Island of Mudagas&ar, Auguu 20ih, 1792,

Y 'Illx THIRD MATE. '
et bt

The Winterton saiis from the Downs—Arrives st 1be Cape—Nis-
take in the Captein’s Reckoning—The Ship strikes on a Reef
near the Island of Mudagascar—The Yaw! sent off 10 the Ehore
—The Captein's Address to tbe Crew—Tbe Boats dashed 1o
pieces in the Night—Part of the Crew get on Shore on Rafts—
The Poop drives on Shore with Sixty others of the Crew—They
are plundered by the Natives—They arrive at Tulliar, end are .
joined by the Yaw!—The thitd Mete aod a fow others set off in .
her for Mosambique to endeavour to procure s Vessel—They
urrive at Sofala-—Extranrdinery Conduct of the Governor, and.~
Sufferings of the DBlen during their Jonrney to Senpa—They *
arrive 8t Mosanbigue, where they obtain & Ship to fetch those
who were left at Tulliar—They are-conveyed to Mosambiygue,
and hire 8 private Vessel to proceed to Madray—The Ship is
taken by & French Privatcer, and reteken by a Dutch India-
man—They return to England in'the Scorpion Sloep.

THE Winterton sailed from Gravesend, under the
command of Captain Dundas, on the 10th of March,
1792, and from the Downs the 4th of Aprit following.
Afier a fine wind down chaonel we cleared the land an
the 1ith, and bade adieu to Old England. The captain
had before been to India in the ssme capacity; be pos.
sessed considerable experience, and was allowed by all
who knew him to be a good seaman.
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"No accident worthy of notice occurred duting our
passage to the Cape, where we arrived the 20th of July,
and remained till the 1st of August, when, having com» -
pleted our waler and other necessaries .in False Bay, we
sailed al day-light, with s fresh breeze at N W, We
accordingly shaped our course to the S. E. for two days,
when the wind shifled and became variable, between the
south and east, blowing fresh Gill the Sth, when a 8, W,
wind succeeded for a short time, after which it returned
to the 8.E.

. It was the intention of Captain Dundas, afler leaving
the Cape of Good Hope, to lake the outer passage for
India, but the wind inclining so much from the 8. E,

-compelled him to deviate from his original purpose; and

_accordingly on the 10th he bore away for the channel of

‘Mosambique. Being baffiled with light variable winds
and caims for some days, our progress was inconsiderable
till the [9th, when a S5, W, wind sprung up, which we
_had reason to believe was the regular monsoon, We were
then, to the best of my recollection, (for no journals were-
saved) in the latitude of 259 S,

Before we stood tothe northward Caplain Dundas
wished to make the lsland of Madagascar, somewhere
near the Bay of St, Augustine, in order 10 avoid the shoal
called Bassas de Tndias, which is so inaccarately laid
down in our charts. Wilh & view to accomplish this
end we steered east, by compass, from noon of the 19th
till midnight, when I relieved the second officer; the
captain being then on deck, altered the conree o EN E,
Captain Dundas had two time-pieces, one of which he
had ensployed in his formet voyage, and by it ke had con»
stantly made the land 10 the greatest degres of exact-
ness. - From these and several sets of lunar obsesvations,

voL, 11, .€
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taken four days before, the whole of which coingided
with the time-pieces, he, at midnight, conciuded with
confidence Lhat we were eighty miles ﬁ'om the nearest
part of the coast. :
From midnight tifl two A. M. of the 20t we sleered
E.N. E. when the captain again came on deck, and
‘ohserving the lower steering sail to lift, ordered me to
keep the ship N. E. by E. It was a clear star-fight night,
‘with a moderate breeze at §. 8. E. and the ship was go-
-Ing’at the rate of six knots, .
Every possible attention was paid to the look-cut,
‘Captain Dundas looking stedfastly witly a night-glass in
1he direction of the land; but he was so'perfectly satis-
fied with the correctness of his time-pieces, that he ne-
ver mentioned sounding., A little before three o’cluck
‘be pointed out lo me the ship’s place on a-chart, accord-
. ing to which we were then above sixty miles from the
land. At threc he left- the deck, and directed. me to
steer N. E. at the same time observing, that we could
net make more than six miles of easting before day-light
on that course, and that if we even were nearer the land
than he supposed, it would be impossible to avoid see.
ing it before any accident counld happen. - .
The captain had not guitted the duck more than seven
or eight minutes when the ship struck, going at the rate
of between six and seven knots;  The shock was scarcely
perceptible, excepting to the man at the helm ; the wa-
ter was perfecily smooth ; neither breakers nor surf were
heard, and notwithstanding the clearhess of the horizon,
the land was not perceptible. It was Lhen new moon,
and high water, circomstances which, in our present si-
tuation, were particularly unfortunate, The jolly-beat
and yawl were immedigiely got dut, and not one hun.
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. «tred yards astern found five fathoms water; the sails were

immediately thrown aback, and at this critical woment
every effort was made, lo get the ship off, but without
success:

The kedge-anchor, with 2 nine-inch hawser, wasthen
carried out inlo five fathom, and we strove to heave her
off by means of il, but without effect. The sails were
then handed; the top-gallant yards and masts struck, the
long-boal got out, the booms rafted alongside, and the
upper deck entirely cleared, :

Day-light discovered to us our situation. The ship
-wvas upon a reef of rocks aboul six miles from the land ;
about half way between the shoreand the ouler reef was
another, which was covered at high water.  That on
which the ship struck extended as far to the northward
w1 we could see, and the southward nearly the whole
length of the Bay of St. Augustine,

As the waler ebbed the ship beat with great violence,
and began to leak ; the recruits were set to the pumps,
‘where they continued as long as they could be of ser-
vice. By eight o’clock the radder was beaten off] the
-sheathing came up alongside, and there was only eiglit
“feet waler under the ship’s bows; but as she then I’}y
quiet, we enlertained hopes of being able to gul her uil’
with the next high tide.  After Lreaklast I was erdered
on the gun-deck, to get the guns overboard, which were
received one at a time, by thelong-beat, and dropped at
seme distance- from the ship, that she might net sirike
on - thern when she should be again raised by the tide,
A party was, at the same Lime, empluyed upon deck in
heaving up ihe rudder, and securing it alongside. Aboat
hall the guns had been carried away, when the sea-
breeze, setting in fresh, occasioned such a surfihat the

. : c 2
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boats could not approach. 'We, however, continued to
lighten the ship by heaving overboard such heavy arli-
cles as would float away, and at three o’clock in the af-
ternoon, when it was high water, made the utmost ex-
ertions 10 heave the ship off, but they proved ineffec-
tual, .

Finding thet the loss of the ship was inevilable, the
next point was the preservation of the crew and passen-
gers. That an object of such importance might be ac-
complished as completely as the surrounding difficulties
would permit, every nerve “was sirained to keep the
- vessel together us long as possible. 'The masts were cat
away, by which means the ship was congiderably eased;
the spars that were not carried away by the surf were
stored inboard for the purpose of constructing rafls.
Our situation was now truly dreadful; the ship was
likely to float a wreck, every circumstance was so un=
favorable that we could not expect lo derive much ad-
vantage from ak our endeavors, but yel we determined
to spare no exertions, We, therefore, collected a quan-
tity of beef, bread, liquors, with other ‘articles of a simi-
lar nalure, some barrels of gun-powder, and muskels.
In a word, whatever we judged most necessary was put
into the long-boat; and that no lives might be lost
through the unhappy effects of intoxication, to which,
on such occasions, sailors are generally loe much ad-
dicted, every cask of spirits within reach was staved,
At sun-set the second male and purser were sent on
shore in the yawl to seek a convenient place for land-
ing. The other hoats, with some of our people to watch
them, were moored astern of the ship, at such a distance -
as was thought sofficiently clear of the surf for the night.
Captain Dundas observed the latitude at noon, and
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found that the reef on which the ship had struck was
abaut sixty-three miles north of the bay of St, Augustine,
in the island of Madagascar.

Is the course of the evening the captain assembled
the people, and in 2 short address, afier adverting to the
situation of the vessel, he directed what route they were
to take after getting on shore, and stated the great pre-
bability of meeting with a ship at the bay of St. Augus-
tine. He particularly insisted on the ahsolute necessily -

_of paying the strictest obedience to the commands of
their ufficers, at the same time assuring them of his assist
ance and advice, and inlimating that it was his duty
and his determination to abide by the ship until he was
convinced of the possibilily of the preservation of every
person on board.  This manly address'did not fzil to
produce the desired effect in the minds of 1hose to whom
it was direcfed; it was returned with three cheers, and
a geners! promise of acquiescence in his and his officers’
commands. About midnight we were alarmed by the
cries of people in distress, and upon repairing lo the
deck we had the morlification to see our three boats
dashed to pieces by the violence of the surf: the wind, .
increasing during the night, had occasioned it fo break
rouch farther out than was expected. It was not witha
out anguish.and horror that we beheld the poor fellons
who had been in the boats struggling to reach the ship,
while the violence of the sirf seemed to precinde the
possibility of their preservation, With the ulmost exer-
tions of those on board we succeeded in saving only three
outof ten; many, in the instant of grasping a rope, were
driven far out of sight and perished. We were thus de-
prived of the only probable means of getting on shore,

_snd the ship at the same fime beat with such for{,e on

¢33 B
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the rocks that # was doubtful whelther she wounld hold to-
gether till morning. " Our conslernation, during the few
hours ofdarkness, can be beller conceived than described,
and the horrors of the night were augmented by the ig-
norznce of our real silvation. .

Alday-Eeht, onihe 21st, we immediately began to
make ralts of what spars and planks we had, and payed
the cables overhoard Lo get al some that were on the ors
fop deck. Wesho cut the beams of Lhe poop, shoared
the deck up, and got it ready for a ralt,  About ¢ AN
the yawl, with the utmost dillicuity, rowed off from 1he
shore thraugh an jmmene surl, and soon ofierwards
came witi.in hail, hut was desired to keep st v dislonee,-
as she coultt nol safely cone along side. Thownn board
ber reported that (he beach was every where alike, be.
ing eavered by a suifas faras they bad seen. The hoat
soon gfierwurds retamed to the shore, ond we saw her
no wore for several days.  In the forenoon three o four
ealls 1T Lhe ship with neaddy cighty people, who got on
shore in safety.

. The Inss ol the hoats rendered Lhe situstion of those
wha remained on board extremely precarious, The
powcrio] and Irresistible feeling of self-preservation was
excited in every breast, and caused Captain Dundas to
waver from his original declaration to the men, At this
eritical moment he expressed a wish te accompany the
Iadies on shore, as he might have been able, in some
degreé, Lo alleviate their foriorn tondition.  From thia
intention ke was however diverted, and was persuaded
10 remain on board (il it was oo late.

The sea-brevze was, this day, much stronger than
before, and ke surf consequently, became much hea.

~wier. Jdn the evening it became so violent as to part
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the hawser which held the ship stern-to; about sun-set

she drove with her broadside npon the rocks, the sea’

making a breach entircly over her. At seven she par-

" ted at the chesstree, when gl crowded updn the guara
ter-deck and poop. It was at this momenl that I saw Cap-
tain Dundas, for the las{ time, on the poop with the la-
dies.  Mr. Chambers, though repealedly urged to attempt
to save his life, remained inactive, declaring his conviction
that all his efforts would be ineffectnal, and, with a per-
foet resignation fo his fate, requested every one to provide
for his own safety, The ship soun afterwards broke up,
‘when 2 scene ensued of such misery, distraction, and hor-
yor, a8 hove perhaps never been oxcecded, At this mor
mentt lefl the wreck, with the fourth-and fith mates, up-
pn a raft which we had constructed for the purpose, We
were rapidly wafted from our ifi-fated ship, beyond the
reach of the piescing cries of misery, which, issuing from

. more than two handred people, involved in the most com-
plicated affliction, may be imagined, but cannot be ade-
quately described.

After drivingall night in the expectation that we should
soon reach the shore, we found ourseives miserably decei-
ved, when, on the approach of day-light, we could not
seelapd. Koowing, however, the directjon in which it
lay, we labored hard, and about three o'clock on the 22d
we gol on shore, :

Proceeding southward, we found that the poop had
driven on shore with sixty people on it, among whom
were five of the ladies, and several gentlemen, These,

- and particularly the former, were really objects of com-

miseration, on account of the hardships they had under-

gove. They could give no account of the Captain, but
C 4
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I have since learned from the carpenter, that afler the
poop went away, the starboard side of the wreck floaled
with the broadside uppermost, and that Captain Dundas
was washed through the quarter gallery and seen no
more.

The rest of the people got on shorey some on small
pieces of the wreck, and others in cances, in which the
natives came off to plunder the remains of the ship; but
it was not (il Sunday the 261h that the last of them
larided. Captain Dupdas, Mr. Chambers, three young
ladies, and foriy-eight seamen and soldiers perished,
Many articles were thrown upon (he beach, but every
thing of value wns secured by the natives, who threals
tned with death those who attempted (o oppose them,
Not satisfied with this they even plundered and stripped
our people whenever they met with a favorable oppor-
tunity.  This disposition, on the part of the natives,
" together with the loss of our boats, rendered it ul-
terly impossible to save any part of the treasure or
cargo.

In a few days the whole of the survivors arrived at
"Tulliar, the residence of the king of Bzba, to whom
every acknowledgment is due for his kindness ahd hu-
mamily to us,.from the time of our arrival till the
remnant of the Winterton's crew were taken off the
island. ' :
- For some days afler we reached Tulliar we remained
in a state of the most anxious suspense for the fate of
the yawl, as it was on her safely alone that we could
found the most distant hope of relief, the season being
so far advanced as to render it highly improbable that
any-vessel’would (ouch at the bay till the next year,
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From this anxiety we were, however, relieved, by her
arrival in the river of Tulliar, We got her up to the -
town and placed a guard over her (o prevent the nalives
from destroying her for the sake of the iron work, as they
certainly would have done, had we been atany distance
from the king’s residence.

At a consultation of the officers it was agreed, that [
should go to Mosambique o endeavor to procure a ves-
sel, and that every petson should exert himself to get
the boat in readiness for this purpose, with all possible
dispatch. ‘The want of tools and other necessary arti
cles prevented the carpenters from doing any thing more
than puiting u false keel to her, ard raising her with
the burthen board sbout five inches forwards. With
regard to sails we managed tolerably well. Fortunately
& compass had been put into the boat on the evening of
the 20th of August, and a quadrant had been picked
up on the beach, but we could not procyre a chart, or a
single book of navigation. A small geographical gram-
mar, which ] obtained from one of the soldiers, ultimately
proved the means of saving our lives, The repairs and
preparations being completed on the 12th of Septem.
ber, I sailed from Tulliar Bay, accompanied by the
fourth officer, four seamen, and Mr. de Souza,.a passen«
ger, whose knowledge of the Portuguese language was
likely to prove of considerable service. For two days
we made a tolerable progress o the northward, with a
Ppleasant wésleriy breeze, bul the wind then shified (o
N. N.E. and never became -fair sgain, Whal added
greatly to our disappointment was, that ovr small stock
of provisions, consisting of cakes made of Indian corn,
and beef, proved quite rotten, and so full of maggots,
that we had nothing to subsist upon bul some raw sweet

co- '
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polatoes and sugar-cane, with half a pint of water a mant
per-day ; for though we had about twenly-five gallons of
it when we sailed, yet the greatest part of it was lost from
being kepl in calibashes, many of which broke with the
motion of the boat,

Thus situated, on the 20th of September we made
the coast of Aftica, nearly in the latitude of 18° S. the
currents haviny carried us considerably farther 1o the
westward than we expected. For three days we endea-
vored to get to the northward, but the wind keeping con-
stantly in the N, E. we were unable to make any pro-
gress ; and having, at that 1tme, but a very slender stock
of water remaining, it was judged imprudent o persist
sny longer in the design of reaching Mosambique. We
accordingly steered for Sofala, a Porlugnese settlement,
sitzated in 20° 30 South laltlude, o which our little book
dirccled us,

Puting our run to that place we pat into two rivers,
under the idea that H lay in one of them : meeting in
the last with some inhabitants who spoke Portuguese,
they advised us lo apprize the governor of our wish 1o
reach that place. When informed of our sifuation he
instantly dispaiched a letier, with a seasonable supply
of provisions and & pilot to conduct usinto Sofala, where
we arsived the 29th of September. By means of Mr.
de Souza we made the governor acquainied with the ex.
tent of the unhappy disaster thai had befallen us, re-
questing his assistance and his advice how to act. He
received us with great kindness and humanity, desired
us to think of nothing for a few days but of recruiting
ourselves, and (urnished us with clothes, of which he
observed us to be in great wani: but yet there was a
eertain shyness in his behavior for which we could not

3
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gecount,  He, probably, doubted our veraci(y and took |
us for part of the ciew of some French ship, come willy
the intention of kidnapping the natives, though our rag-
ged and squalid appearance by no means justified such an
apprehension, .

His suspicions, however, soon vanished, and he then
informed us that anly one vessel came thither annually,
that she had sailed about a month before, and would
not refurn again il June, adding, that, asthe N.E.
monsoon was set in, it would be impracticable to reach -
Mosawbiqae at that time, but if we chose he would
furnish us with guides and necessaries Lo proceed
to Senpa, an inlawd Portuguese settlement. At the
same time he represented -the underiaking in such
ab unfavorable light, together with the length of time
likely to intervene before any occasion might pre-
sent ilself to proceed farther, that, on mature deli-
beration, we declined ali thoughts of it, and turned our
aliention 10 a boat belonging to the governor, about
the size of an Indiaman’s long-boat, lor which we made
application, and of which, aiter some hesitation, he made
us a present.

Having, through the interest of the governor, pro.
cured every thing necessary for our voyage, we saik
ed on the 12th of October, from Svfala. Our evil-for-
tune still conlinued 1o persecute us, for we had been
only three days al sea, during which we had cone
stautly foul winds, and had wet proceeded above
forty miles, when the boat proved so extremely leaky,
that, with our ufmost exertions, we could scarcely keep
ker above water. I shall not atlempt to desciibe our
various and wonderful escapes from the most imminent
dangers (il we regained Sofala, which was oot till

cé
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the 20th of October, though the distance was so
small.

Qur receplion by the governor was now totally differ
ent from what we had before experienced, and as no just
cause existed for this alteration, it excited in us the utraost
gstonishment.  He sent for me and Mr, Willon, the
fourth officer, and, without enquiring the cause of our
return, informed us that he was preparing to dispaich.
some letters for Killeman, and that we must hold ours
selves in readiness to accompany the messenger who car-
tied them. In vain we represented the feeble state of
our health, impaired by the incéssant fatigue we had re-
cenily endergone; in vain we-urged the necessity of rest
to recruit our exhausted spirits 3 be remained inexorable
to all our solicitations. We then requested some kind of
conveyance, and he at length offered us a kind of palan-
quin, but positively refused any assistance to Mr, de Sou-
za or the seamen: This we, therefore, rejecied with in-
dignation, as an inviduous distinction, and after pro-
viding ourselves some cloth, with which to purchase
substsience on our journey, we left Sofala on the 1st of
Naovember, '

By lge 20th of the same month we had travelled
#bove 200 miles, through a miserable tract of country,
wvery thinly inhabited, which s probably the consequence
of the slave trade at Mosambique. Sometimes in a dise
tance of 40 miles not'a hut or a single human creature was
to be seen. The precaution of surrounding ourselves with
fire at night prevented any accident from the numerous
kinds of wild beasts, with which the country abounds.
But the ‘excessive heat of the climate, and the faligue
we expetienced from being obliged to travel during the.
heat of the day, quite overpowered us. During a forts
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right we remained ia most deplorable staté, when (he
govémor of Senna, hearing that we were on the way,
dispatched palanquins for us, and on the 6th of Decem-
ber we arrived at the last-menticned place. There we
experienced every attention, and received what medie
cal assistance the place afforded. However, two of the

- seamen, and Mr. Wilton, fourth mate, a worthy, active,
and able youny officer, died during our stay at that
place.

On the first nolice that a vessel was ready to sail we
left Senna, and in a few days arrived at Killeman, where-
we embarked on board a sloop, and on the 12th of Fee
bruary, 1793, Mr. de Souza and myself reached Mce
sambique, five months after leaving Madagascar,

Upon our arrival there, we immediately waited on the
governor, and acquainted him with the loss of the Win»
terion, as well as every circumstance that had occurred
since our departure from Madagascar. I informed him
likewise, that I had been deputed by my unfortunate
ship-rates lo solicit the aid of the government of Mo«
sambique, requesting him to send a vessel for the relief
of those in whose behalf 1 intreated his assistance, He
replied, that though he felt the stropgest inclination to
relieve my companions, yet circumstances prevented
bim from complying with my request, as there was not
a ship in the harbor belonging to her Majesty the queen
of Portugal.

This being the case, I considered myself authorized
to endeavor to freight a private vessel to the island of
Madagascar, in the name of the honorable East India
Company. I should consider myself deficient in justice,
were | here (o omit expressing my grateful acknowledg-
ment of the liberal conduct and effictent aid of the gover-

4
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nor, which soon enabled me completely to eqm p the ship-
for ber intended voyage.

Leaving Mosambique on the 15t of March, I anchored
safely, after a tedious passage of 23 days, in the bay of
St. Augustine, I immediately repaired to Tulliar, 10
inform my unfortunate companions that at length & ves-
sel was arrived for the purpose of fetching them away.
But my abilities are unequal, and, indeed, the powers of
language are scarcely adequate to describe the miserable
séate in which I found the whole of the survivors, Over-
whelmed with despondency, their affliclions were greatly
augmented by the attacks of a malignant fever; and a3
no kind of surgical stores had been saved from the wreck,
they were entirely destitule of medicines to alleviaie its
fatal effects.  Being deprived, likewise, of the neces.
saries of life to which they had been accustomed, the
nunsber of people, including the passengers, was redu~
ced to 130, though nearly double that number had been
saved from the wreck. From their emaciated condition
it was ten days before the embarkalion was completed,
in spite of all my exertions to expedite that business,
Atlength, on the 3d of April, I sailed lrom Madagascag
with this unbappy remnant of my friends, and follow-
sufferers, and on the 1 1th arrived al Mosambique.- Dy«
sing our passage seven persons died, two of whom were
passengers. )

1 should be wanting in gratitude were T not 0 1oen-
tion the flattering reception we experianced from the
governor and inhabitants of Mosambique. Qur forlorn
condilion inspired them with sentiments which do honer
to {heir humanity ; they prepared an hospital for the sick,
and vied with each other in soothing and unremitted at.
tention 1o the ladies. Though the sick received every
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medical sasistance that could possibly be procored, yet
" the insalubricus climats of Mosambique retarded the
establishment of their health ; and daring & stay of two
months about thirty more of my companions died, while
1 had the mortification te observe that the sickness of the
sprvjvors continued,  As no ship belonging to the go-
vernment of Portugal had arrived in the harbor, the go-.
vernor was as incapable of affording usa vessel as upon
my former requisition, In conjunction with Mr, Duoun,
the purser, and Lieut. Brownsigg, of the 751h regiment,,
1 was, therefore, reduced to the necessity of again
freighting a private vessel in the name of thg East India
Company, in order to transport us to Madras,

On the 10th of June we took leave of Mosambigue,
and on the 13th anchored at Joanpa, with the infention
of procuring provisions and other necessaries. Having
accomplished this purpose, we left the istand on the 19th,
" having experienced from its generous inhabitants every
aid in their power, and every atlention that humanity
could dictate, It was st this period, when we conclud-
ed every difficulty sarmounted, that a fond but delusive
hepe began to drawn upon our minds, and we anticipated
a safe and expeditious passage to Madras, when, on the
7th of July, in the latitude of 5° 40" N. and long. 63°
E. we were captured by Le Mutin, a French privateer,
from the Isle of France, We were till then entirely ig-
norant of the commencement of hostilities between
Great Britain and France.

The enemy having taken Lieut. Brownrigg, myself,
with 22 seamen and soldiers, on board the privaleer,
put an officer, with a number of their own people, inlo
our vessel, with orders o conduct her to the Mauritius
with all possible dispaich; 'The privateer immediately

i
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proceeded on her cruize, during which, the distress oce
casioned by our accumulated misfortunes, was, in a slight
degree, alieviated by the polite attentions of the French
captain and his officers.  She continued cruizing till the
15th of July, on which day she entered the road of Tute-
corin, where she fell in with and engaged a Duich In-
diaman, the Ceylen, Captain Muntz,  Afler an action
of about fifleen minutes the Dutchman proved victoris
ous, and the privateer siruck, to the great satisfactiop of
myself and brother prisoners. )
Cur old allies were happy in the opportunily of libee
rating Englishmen from confinement; and Capt. Muntz
insisted upon our partaking of a handsome entertainment
" on board the Ceylon, during whick I related the princi-
pal circumstances of our heavy and repeated misforiunes.
We then repaired to Ballamcottah, till an order arrived
to prepare a large hoat for our cenveyance {o Madras,
where we arrived in perfect safety on the 20th of August, _
1793, being the same day twelve months after our un.
fortunate shipwreck.

At Madras I embarked, with several of my unhappy
friends, on board the Scorpion sloop of war, homeward
bound. Nothing malerial occurred during the passage,
excepting that we were chased by a French frigate, and
experienced foul winds and continual calms, by which
our progress was so refarded, that il was generally sup-
posed the Scorpion had either foundered at sea, or been
taken by the enemy. At length, however, we arrived

“in safety on British ground, and so eager were the poor
fellows to see their different reialiveg, that they' goton
shore al the Land’s End, having first received profece
tions from the captain of the sloop,
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Of the fate of those who remained on board their own
vessel, when taken by Le Mutin, and ordered lo steer
to the Mauritius, no inlelligence has ever been received
in this country, notwithstanding the most diligent search
was set on foot to ascertain it, by the direclion of the
East India Company,




_TIE L0$S OF
: HIs MAJESTY’_S SHIP RESISTANCE,

CAPTAIN E. PARENTTAM, COMMANDEDN,
Widch was blown up in e Strais of Banca,July Shh, 17533

And the subsequent Escape and Deliverance of Four of ker Crew,
_ the only Survivers of that Catustrophe,

iy .

Introdnction=Deposition of Thomas Scott, one of tho Crew of the
Tesivtance—=Proceediugs of Crptuin Pekenham previous 1o the
Cutnzirophe-=Explosion of the Ship, and extraordinary Fresers
vation of the Dleponent and theee others on an Anchor-Stock, on
which they are brought to Shore on the Island of Sumstrnew.
They are mnde Slavea by the Natives, and raleased at the ine
starice of Major TayloreStatemnent of the Officers and Sh:p 1

Company at the time ofthe Explosion,

In consequence of certain intelligence brought from
the easiward by Captsin Shepherdson, of the Venus,
that part-of the-erew-of an Enghsh-ship’of war, (snp-
posed to be hisMajesty’s ship the Resistance) which had
the misfortane to be blown up in the Straits of Banca
some months before, had been picked up by some pirate
prows and carried to Lingan, where the survivors still
cxisted in a state of slavery, Major Taylor, commanding
the garrison of Malacca, immediately dispatched a prow
to that island for the relief of those unlorlunate men.
In this prow, suitably provided with supplies, he sent
s sepoy, who being well acquainted with the Malay
tongue, was charged witk a leller to the Sultan of Lin-
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£an, entreating that prince Lo assist in the most effectual
measures, for the recovery and release of such of the
ship’s company of the Resistance as he might be able to
discover in this calamilous situation.

On the 5th of December the prow returned to Ma-
laccn, bringing with her one seaman, late of {he crew
of the Resistance, from whose declaration the following
narralive is drawn up,

As the complexion of the several unpleasant circume
slances, if not the actual distresses, in which the Resist-
shice was eventually involved, fogether with the rme-
tancholy disaster of that ill-fated ship, seem o have ori-.
ginated in a greal measure in the gala which she ene
counlered some manths before in the Pacific Ocean, on
her way to Chine, the narralive is, therefore, come
“. menced fron & dele more remote 1han it would others

wise appear of sufficient interest o the publio that it
shoold,  ~

_ On the 8th of December, 1798, Thomas Scott, the
seaman above alluded to, aged 22 yesrs, a native of

Wexlord in Irelend, related, on e'xammauon, the follows

' ing patticuiars t—

He had formerly belonged 1o the Chesterfield Soulb
Sca Whaler; ofter which be remained at Timor Besar
three years, in the employ of the Dutch, till the cap-
ture of that place, when he entered-on board the Res
sistance.

On the of December, 1797, that ship met with
8 heavy gale of wind, which continued four days without
intermission, The vessel proved so leaky that her
chain-pumps were kept constantly at work, night and

* day; so that, in order to lighten her, the crew were
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obliged to heave & number of her upper-deck guns over
bosrd. She then bore away for ihe Philippines, the cap»
tain inlending, aa he believes, aRerwards to sail for Ma-
lacca. Being in want of wood, water, and provisions,
Caplain Pakenbam tried the expedient of hoisting Spa~
nish colors, as he cruised along shore, till he came to an-
chot nearly within reach of the guns of Antego. The
deputy governor of that town, and the caplain of a Spa-

nish brig then lying at anchor in the bay, accordingly =

came off lo them ; discovering their mistake, when 100
late, they attempted to’ escape, but were soon broaght
back and put aboard a boat from the Resistance. Upon
their assutances that they would do their simost to pro-
. ture Cupiain Pakenham an ample supply of whal he
wanted, he suffered them to relurn the same evening Lo
the shore. No part of their fair promises being fulfitled,
por appearing likely to be, Captain Pakenham, st five
o'clock the next evening, sent bis third liculenant, Mr,
Cauthbert, in the cutter, with an armed party, 1o cut out
the Spanish brig. In this sttempt they succeeded,
though exposed to a smari fire from the guns of the
fort, within range of which she had anchored, Scoit
recallected that this event happened on Christmase
day: S
. The Resistance immediately sailed with her prize for
Balambangan, at which place they arrived in four days.
Having there wooded, watered, and procured a pastial
supply of rice and live stock, the ship still conlinuing
Teaky, and the weather stormy, Captain Pakenham and
ibe prize set sail from that place for Celebes, and are
rived in about eighfeen days at Limby near Munadoo,
on that island, The same evening that he anchored
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there, he dispatched the brig to Amboyna to signify his
distress for supplies; in copsequence of which the Bot.
bay frigale was, on the arrival of the brig, sent off from
thence to his relief, After staying 3 week or more at
Limby, and having, with some difficulty, collected
whal he could provide for the remaining part of his
voyage to Amboyna, he weighed anchor, and seven
days afterwards fell in with the Bombay frigate, with
the supplies sent him on board her, off the island of
Booroo,

Having arrived at Amboyna, and remained lhe:e
about two months, repairing and refitting, the Resists
ance sailed to Booroo; where refreshments and stock,
as well as wood and water, were more conveniently
and abundantly to be procured than at the former place.
From Booroo she departed for Banda, about a foris
night afterwards, but springing a leak off Amboyna,
she was obliged .lo put back again fo the former
island.

Early in July she again sailed from thence, and run-
ning close along the shore of Jaca, took a Dutch brig off
the town of Serrabi, which, being in ballast, and of Titile
-value, was relessed the same nighl. The Resistance
next steered her course for the straits of Banda, which
having made in about five days, she there fell in witha
fleet of about fourteen pirate prows, at anchor onder the
land of Banda, each capable of containing fifty or sixty
men. In arder to board and examine one of Lhe largest -
of these, Captain Pakenbam manned three of bis boats ;
bul the Malays in the prow, for some time, refused per=
roission to Lieutenants Cuthber! and Mackay to come
on board them.  As these officers, however, persisied
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in accomplishing their orders, the Malays at length suf.
fered it withoot opposition, but it was found impossible
to effect the. intention of searching them for Dutch pro-
_perty and .papers. Such was the ferment among the
Malays on board, that, to avoid the consequences with
-which they were threatened, for insisting on this examf
-nation, the officers were obliged to ensure their safety
"by a hasiy retreat over the side, and to return fo (heir
own ship. - Caplain Pakenham resented this conduct by
the discharge of several twelve-pounders, which soen
dispersed the pirates, and sent them inio shoal water
-under the land.
Having weighed anchor aboul nine o'clock next morn-
ing, and cut out a Malay sloop that had been taken by
- the pirates on her way to Batavia, and was left at an-
chor when they deserted her the preceding night, Cap-
tain Pakenbam proceeded with her on his voyage down
the Straits.  As the sloop was suspected to be Dutch
property, and it was presumed tha( the captain had de-
- stroyed the papers belonging to her, she was defained
til the evening of the second day after her recapture ;
- as, if condemned, she would have been-of some value,
being laden with cloth, salt, and other merchandize. It
- was then intended that her commander, who was stiil’
on board the Resistance, should-be restored (o his vessel,
- and thal she shonld be released.  With this view the
Resistance came to an anchor in the straits of Banda, at
an early hour in the evening of the 23d of July, as the
- sloop-had, at that time, fallen se much astern as to be
- entirely out of sighl.  About one o’clock next morning
the latter accordingly joined and dropped anchor under
the stern of the Resistance,
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The officer of the deck, Lieut. Cuthbert, bailing the
sloop, in order to put her commander en board, but not
‘being heatd, reconciled the Malay Captain Lo this farther.
‘detentidn, by the assurance that he should depart for
is vessel with the morning’s dawn :—a dawn, alas!
which neither was tosee!  For Scott, the narrator sleep.
‘ing on the larboard side of the quarter-deck, as it was
such a fine night, that he did not chuse 1o retire to his
bhirth below, ‘was soddenly awakened by a fierce blaze
‘that seized his clothes and hair, which was insiently
succeeded by a tremendous explosian, from the shock of
‘whieh he became utterly senseless, as he conjeciures, for
five minutes or more,

This dreadful accident he computes to have taken
-place about fuur o'clock in the morning of the 24th of
-July, as the day appeared about an hour after he was
‘blown up ;3 but how the explosion did or pessibly could
happen, circumstanced as the ship then was, he profvsses
himself totally unable to offer any opinion, or to hazarda
“conjecture,

When he recovered a Little he found hlrn»elf‘ half suf-
focaied with water, fluating and struggling with tw elve
‘others in the spme situatiun ; tke small rematnder of the
‘fine ship’s company to which they had just belonged !
With these he inade shilt to reach the netting of the ship
on the starboard side, which just remained above the
waler,

At the dawn of day, the people belonging to the
sloop, then nol out of hail astern, who muost have disco-
vered the condition of the wreck, and heard the repeated
“shauts of the wretched beings clinging 1o it, callous to
-every impulse of humanity, afier the discharge of a single
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musket, weighed anchor, and, without regarding their
situation, stood over to the istand of Banda.

The weather continuing miid, and Lhe waler smooth,
the wretched survivors set to word about 11 A. M. to
make a raft of such pieces of timber as they were able
to pick up around them. They were fortunately ena-
bled to accomplish their design by means of the main-
yard, which, lying aldng-side the wreck, furnished them
with ropes sufficient for lashings; it also afforded them
cloth fora sail, which they fixed to lhe mast of Lhe
jolly-boat. They completed .their task by making a
-platform, upon the yard, of such planks as they could
find,

From the contusions and severe scorching which all -
the survivors had experienced, they were nnable to ac-
complish iheir work before one o'clock P. M. In fact,
only four or five of the number were capable of bearing
= part in it, and their united Iabor was insufficient to
give lhe necessary securily to the raft they had thas
contrived.  Add to this, the solicitude which, in their
distressed condition, they must have felt to reach the
shote befure night, parlicularly 8s the piece of the wreck
to which she clung would only bear the weight of iwo
of the most shattered among them, (James Sullivan
and Robert Pulloyne) to whom the humanity of
their comrades had, in consequence, induced them
to give the preference, and to mount them npon it
A single pumpkin was, at the same time the only
sustenance, which the whole party bad to depend
wpon.

‘Having committed themselves to the raft, they made
satl for the nearest shore, which was the low land of Su-
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matra, distant about three leagues, and zbout six leagues
touth of the Dutch settlement 6f Palambang, About
7 o'clock it began to blow fiesh; the sea ran high, and a
strong current now set in against them. They were
still at # considerable distance from the land, when the
lashings began lo give way, and the rafl ilself to go to
" pieces. - Not only every plank of the platform was pre-
-sentfy washed off, but, to complete the misery of Lheir
sitnation, their mast and sail were carried away. But
resource, not despair, is the character of a British sea-
man. Seeing an anchor-stock, which had lately been
a part of the raft, and which promised more security 10
those who might be able lo reach it, Aoating at some
distance, T. Scolt, being the stoulest of the party, re-
solved (o swim afler it, and encouraging quarter-master
.Alexander M’Carthy, John Natton, and Juseph Scott,
to follow his example, they all four reachpd it in
safety.
. It was now one o’clock A. M. and a clear moon-light
night ; eight poor souls still remained by the raft {Pul-
Jeyne being dead) who seeing this part of their number,
“from whose éxertions alone they could entertain any
hope, thus consult their own safely, by adopling the ouly
possible method of accomplishing it, bitterly- bewailed
-their separation. In snother hour the advenlurers on the
anchor-stock lost sight of the forlorn companious of their
distress, of whom they never heard or saw any 1hmg
afterwards.

By means of 1wo spars, lashed across {o Recp it &om
rolling, they conlinued to be borne along in safety il
about @ ¢’clock the next morning; when the current
chsngmg again, set them fast towards the land, under
the Jee of which, lhough they had been drivea farther

voL. 1., .



L1 THE'20SS OF THE RESISTANCE,

out to sea than they were when they left the wreck,
they fortanately arrived, with the help of a paddle, abont
nitme o'clock the sam® night, {the 25th). Some surf run-
ning dlong the shore, they found it a malter of no less

difficulty to reach the bearh, in ‘their exhausted and

Wwveakly stale,'l_li}' betaking themselves again to swim-
iming.

Having thus effected their escape fiom the ‘danger of”

the deep, others no less (drmidable staréd them i the
. Tace upon this- desert coast; ora coast, if not desert,
‘enly pressed by the footsteps of men scurcely less savagh
, ‘than the witd beasts that roamed in the adjoining thick.
‘els, ‘The first cate of the tezmen, afier their fafigues
and safferings, was fo gatlter ledves dnd dry grass, with
which they madeé themselves a bed whereon to repose,
Upon this they slept sonndly till forning, when awa-
Yenied by the call of thirst, they tooked round for water,
which they found at hand ; but, besides this, they were
unable fo discover aty kind of refreshmedt, hot e\ren a
single shell-fisi. :

In this deplorable mndfl:on, and almost naked, a site
gle jacket and two shirts being tieir whole stock df

‘clothes, they remained, without food, till about four

. lo’clock the same afterndon, (26th) being a pericd of
‘thiée days and twd nights from the time of their being
blotvn uvp, when strdggling alogg the shére, and in‘almost
witer despéir of 'any Human butcour, one of tHe parly
discovered a Malay prow, lying in a bight, hardiy &
‘quartér of a dile from them.- Upon this tiey consufted
. ‘How to proceed, when it wds resolved that T, Scolt, be.
ing able'to speak the Datch and Malay langdiges fin.
ey, should approach it ¥ingly, white the rest kept'out

‘of sight, Tt was fortunate for them thal thiey adopted

C 2
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this precaution, for it is almest a moral certainly that
not one of their lives would frave been spared, had they
all advanced together, unarmed and defenceless as they
weére, On a néarer approach, Scott discovered four
more pirate prows with the firat, some of the people of
which were at work on the shore, repairing a boat, On
perceiving Scott their head man immediately made 10~
wards him with an opiifted axe, He gavea load shout,
and was fellowed by a crowd of the othets, who appear-
€d equally determined to put him to death, Scoit, how-
ever, falling upon his knaes, amd sapplicating for mercy
in their own tonpue, the chiefrelented, and forbade any
of hiz people to hort the prisorer. They asked him
earnestly what couontryman-he was, whence he came,
and what he wanted among thiem, "He repfied that he
was an urifortunate Englishman, one of a smali remainder
that survived the aecident which had lately befallen his
ship. They repeated the quesfion, whether he aclually
wras an Englishman, and charged him, if a man of the
Dutch mation belonged to the number saved to discover
hitn 10 them at bis peril. Being answered in the nega-
tive, the chief, or rajah, as they styled him, enguired
particularly whether the captain survived, as, in that
caie, tie would himself undertake to convey them all safe
to Malacea ; but his people, as well as the Mulay chicf
himself, vowed, that if the parly, which accident bad
thus thrown into their pawer, had been Duich,. o cousi-
deration would have induced them to give quarler to a
single individdal.

Some of the pirates -were now directed to the place
where the seamen were, and presently retumed with
them, trembling under the most alarming apprehensions,
that they should be massacred, as Lhey conceived Scont

»2
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had already been ; for they had meen the latter surround-
ed by an cnraged and threatening crowd, while they
themselves remained undiscovered,

On their arrival all four were made lo sit down, il
the pirates had fully satisfied their curiosity, by asking a
thousand questions relative Lo the ship and their prison-
ers. They then proceeded to divide the captives; each
of the rajahs taking two into his owa beat ; the quarter-
master and Hutten into one, and the two Scotts inte
the other. .

It was not 1ill past six o’clock P. M. that the almost
famished scamen, at lenglh, had the wants of nature re-
" leved by a plentifu! meal of fish and rice, which was
served to them in each of the boats.

The lime atlowed for this refreshment being expired,
the five prows immediately put off for (he wreck of the
Resistance; bot afier a fruitless seatch of two whols
days they returned, withoyt being able to pick up any
part of the ship or her contents. For some days after-
wards several of the seamen’s chests, containing a few
doflars,and articles of litile value, and s few of the bo-
dies, continued to be washed on shore.

While these five prows, which formed parl of a fleet
of eighteen .or twenty, that were distributed along the
land, remained ciuising separalely up and down the
Straits, on the lok-out for irading craft fiom China,
Java, &c, which might be about three weeks, the Ma-
lays continued Lo behave towards their prisoners in such
amanner as to afford them litile cause to complain.

About the 25th of Augusi the prow Rajah, or princi-
pal prow, in which was the narrator, fell in with a ;Ioop
from Java, The crew of Ihis vessel had abandoned her
under cover of the night, belaken themselves 1o thew

&
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boats, and ‘escaped to the nearest shore, making the best

of theii way, probably, ‘with what specie they had, to-
the neighboring town of Banca, to which they were

supposed 1o be bound, and where they were secure of

protection.

Before the prow Rajah boarded the sloop, the Euglish

_seamen had the promise of a small dividend of any cloth
or provisions that might be found on board. Being
laden, however, only with salt and oil, a small proportion
of fowls, rice, and cocoa-nuts, part of her stock fell to
their share, in coraomon with the rest. The prow then
proceeded with the sloop for Pencbang, & town on the
ishnd of Lingan, which they reached in three days.
Here they suld their prize, which brought the captors
1500 dolars. At this place the two Scotls were sepa-
rated, Joseph being sent forward in the prize lo the lown
of Lingan, while Thomas remained with the rajah of the -
prow at Penobang. Here he lived as a slave 1o his
master four or. five weeks, when he heard that MCar-
iky wnd Hutton had arrived in the small prow at Lin-
gan; that the young rajuh, who commanded the prow,
had very liberally and humanely rejected any ransom
for his captives, and freely presented them to-the
Sultan.

A.few days aﬁerwnrds he was informed that Joseph
Scott had been ransomed of the Timormen on board the
prize, where it was his fale 1o be disposed of for fillcen
dollars ; and finally, that the Sultap of Lingan, with an
slacrity and generosity which at once evinced the natural
disposition of his heart, an.| the regard he entertained for
the British nation, had provided all the surviving seamen,
of whom he had sny knowiedge, wilh a prow to convey
shem to Pinang,

r3
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Thus did the national chasscier of tha land, Lo which
these unforturate individuals owed thair birth, become
a blessing to thew in the mosh irying and perilons sita-
tions, It would not become us to neverse the scene, and
make an allusion, however it might apply, to any other
country, whose gonduct towards the Malay islanders,
and consequently whose trealment from them ix so widely
different.

It was not till nise days after the liberation and de.
parture of his comrades for Pisang that Thomas Scodt
was brought wp by his master from Penobaag to Lin-
gan, uboat half & day’s sail, sod there soid in the max-
ket for. thirty-five dollars.  His parchaser was another
1ajah, ot besd-mate, who proved a kinder and mare con-
siderate master than the former; be had naw a better
sllowance of vicwals, more liberty, the gift of a cloth
to cover him, and a handkerchiel. When he lamented
the hardship of his fate, in being the only one of his
countrymen left in servitude, his new master encouraged
him by the assurance, that whenever he should be able
to repay him the original amount af his purchase be
would releasc him.

But his deliverance, and from a quarter totally unex-
pected, was at hand, for the next day, (o his unspeakable
joy, he found that the Sulian had zamsomed him like-
wise from the Macassor rajah.  Being ordered into the
presence of his benefactor, he was given to understand,
that, in consaquence of a letter received the preceding
day from Major Taylor, commanding at Malacca, re-
questing the Sultan’s nttention and relief to any of the
crew of his Majesty’s ship which might be found in thove
patis, be, the Sullan, eras happy to discover that thera
yet remained another Englishman, of whem be before



THE LGSS Q¥ THE RESISTANCE 5_5_

had po knewledge, and to whom he could, have the plea~
suse of bestowing his liberty; employing at the same
time many other kind expressions. .

Accordingly, after detaining the prow dispatched by
Major Tayler to Lingan, nipe days, the Sultan gragted
Scott permission to depart for Malacca, where he arri»
_ved o the 8th of December, after s tedious passage
of fourteen days, and where, upon official examina-
tion, he deliveted the above repost to the command.
ing officer, offering to atlest the saine (to the best of bis
knowledge and belief) whenever he might be called
upon.

The following is a statement of the.officers, ship's
company, &¢. belonging to the Resistunce when she
blew up, as well as Scolt can tecoliect.

Caplain Edward Pake.nham, commander.’

_ Mr. Haughton, first licatepaot. :

Cuthbert, second lieutenan,
* Powis, third lieutenant)
Hust, master,
Rosenham, lieatenant of marines: -
Brown, master at arms.

Mr. Dawson, gunner, Mr. Wolfe, midshipman,
Pike, boatswain. , ditto,
———, carpeunter, — -, ditlo,
Mercer, purser. Three Master’s mates,

Hargood, Master’s mate. Mrs Evans, COXSWain,
Walsh, midshipman, ~ , Surgeon’s mate,
Derham, ditto., . Serjeant Stevens, of ma-
Courlenay, ditto, rines,
Five quarter-masters; the sixth Mr. M'Carthy, be.
ing saved,

o4

i,
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Four boatswains’ mates, about thlrly marines, and two
hundred and fifty seamen,

Three English women, married on board ; one Maiay
woman, of Amboyna,

Fourteen Spanish pnsonen, taken in lhe prize brig,

Malacca, Dec. 814, 1798,

- a!?t
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' THE LOSSOF
THE NOITINGHAM GALLEY,

oF LONDON,
Wrecked on Kooa [dand, near Nes England, Dec. 1ith, 1THi;
. And the Sufferings, Preservation, ard Deligerance, of the Crew,

BY CAPTAIN JDHR DEAN.
iy e——

The Nottingham sails from Boston, in America.—Strikes ons
Rock, called Boon [sland, neat the Coast of New England--
Al the Crew, with mach difficsity, get safe on Shore—They snf-
fer excessively from the Frost---Erect a Tent, and begin to
build a Boat—Destroction of the Boat-.-Deplorable Situation of
the Mep-—They make a Reft, on which two of the Number vens
tore towards the Contisent, but perish in the Antempt—Dexth
of the Carpenter, on whose Body the others subsist—Effects of
living on Human Flesh-~They are discovercd by a Sbellop, in
which they are conveyed to the Continent,

Tue Nottingham Galley, of and from London, of 120
tons, ten guns, and fourteen men {John Dean, com-
mander) having taken in cordage in England, and but+
ter, cheese, 8¢, in Irefand, sailed for Boslon in New
England, the 25th of September, 1710. Mceting with
. contrary winds and bad weather, it was the beginning
of December when we first made land to the eastward
of Piscatagua, and proceeding southward for the bay of
" Massachusets, under a hard gale of wind at north east,
accompanied with rain, hail, aod snow, having no ob-
© servation for ten or twelve days, we, on the 1ith, hagd~
pb
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ed all our sails, excepting our fore-sail and main-top-
sail double-reefed, ordering one band forward to lovk
out. Between efght and nine o'clock, going forward
noyself, I saw the breakers ahead, whereupon 1 called
out to put the helm hard to starboard, but before the
ship could wear, we struck upon the east end of the
rock, calted Boon Ysland, four leagues to the eastward of
Piscalaqua.

The second or third sea heaved the ship alongside
of it; running likewise so very high, and the ship labor-
ing so excessively, that we were not able to stand upon
deck ; and though it was not distant above thirty or
forty yards, yet the weather was so thick and dark, that
we could not see the rock, so that we were justly
thrown info consternation at the melancholy prospect of
immediately perishing in the sea. T presentiy called all
hands down o the cabin, where we conlinued a few
minutes, earnestly supplicating the mercy of heawven;

" but knowing that prayers, without endeavors, are vain,
Y ordered all up again to cut the masts by the board, bat
seyeral were so oppressed by the terrors of conscience
that they were incapable of any exertion. 'We, how-
ever, went upon deck, cut the weathermost shrougds, and
the ship heeling towards the roeks, the force of the sea
woon broke the masts, so that they (el sight towards the
shore. )

One of the men went out on the bowsprit, and re-
turning, told me ke saw something black aheed, and
would venture to get on shore, accompaniad witk any
other pereon: upon which I desired some of the best
swimmers {my mate and one mere) to go with him, and
if they gained the rock, Lo give notice by their calls,
and dircct us to the most secure place. Recollecting
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some money and papers that might be of use, also am~
mynitinn, brandy, &c. 1tkes went down and opsned
the place ip which they were; but the ship bulging,
her degks openad, ber hack brokp, and ber beams gave
wsy, 50 that the stern quok akwost vpder water.  J wes,
thernfarg, gbliged 10 hasten forward to espape _'ﬁnszgﬂt :
death, and having beard nothing of {he men who had
gone before, concluding them lost. Notwithstanding -
I was ypder ‘the necessity of making the same adven-
ture ypon the foremast, moving gradually ferward be-
twixt pyery sea, Gill af last quilting it, 1 threw myself,
with all the strepgth ] had, fowards the rock ; but it
being low water, and the rpck extremely slippery, I
could get no hold, and tore my fingers, hands, and
arms, in the most deplorable manner, every wash of
the sga feichipg me of again, so thaf it was with the
uimost petil and difficulty that I got safe on shore gt
Jast. The rest of the men rap the same hazards, but
through the mercy of FProvidepge we alf escaped with
our lives. .
After endeavoring ip discharge the ssit waler, ap
crgeping a little way up the rock, I besrd the vaices pf.
the three men above menlioped, and by ten o'clock we
il met together, when, with grateful hearts, we returned
hemble thanks fo Providence for our deliverance from
such jmmirest dgager.  We then endeavored to gain
aheller ip the leewnrd of the rock, but foupd it so small -
aud joconsiderable, that it would aflord none, (being bat
ahout one hundred yards long and ARy broad) and so
very craggy thal we conld not walk to keep ourselves -
warm, the wealher still continuipg extremely cold, with
sBow and rain,
’ Dé
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As soon’ as day-light appeared 1 went towards the
place where we came on shore, not doubling but that
we should meet with provisions enough from the wreck
for our support, but found only some pieces of the maste
and yards among some old junk and cables congered
together, which the anchors had prevented from being
carried away, and kept moving abont the rock at some
distance. Part of jhe ship’s slores, with some pieces of
plank and timber, old sails, canvas, &c. drove on shore,
buat nothing eatable, excepting some small pieces of
cheese which we picked up among the rock-weed, in
the whole to the quantily of three small cheeses,

We used our aimost endeavours Lo get fire, having

a sleet and Rint with us, and also by a drill, with a very '

swift motion; but having nothing but what had long
been waler-sonked, all our attempts proved ineffee-
tual. .

Al night we stowed one upon another, under cor can-
vay, in the best manner possible, to keep each other

-warm. The next day the weather clearing a little, and

inclining lo frost, I went out, and perceiving the main
land,” T knew where we were, ‘and encouraged my men

wilh the hope of being discovered by fishing shallops, .

desiring them lo search for and bring up what planks,
carpenters’ tools, and slores they could find, in order to
build 3 tent and & boat. The cook then complained
that he was almost starved, and his countenance diteo-
.\rering his illness, I ordered him lo remain behind with
two or three more whom the rost had seized. About
neon the men actjuainled me that he -was dead; we
therefore laid bim in a convenient place for the sea to
carry him away. None mentioned eating bim, though
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several, with nayself, afterwards acknowledged that they
had thooghts of it.

- After we bad been in this situation two ot three days,
the frost-being very severe, and the wenther extremely
cold, it seized most of our hands and feet, to such a de-
gree as to take away the sense of feeling, and render
them almost useless ; so benumbing and discoloring them
23 gave us just reason to apprehend moriification. We
pulled off our shoes, and cat off our boots; bul in get-
ting off our stockings, many, whose legs were blistered,
pulled off skin and all, and some the nails of their toes.
‘We then wrapped up our legs and feel as warmly as we
could in aakum and canvas,

We now began 1o build ovr tent in a triangular form,
«each side being about eight feet, covered it with the
old sails and canvas that came on shore, having just
room for each to lie down on one side, so that none
«could turn, excepting alf turned, which was about every
two hours, upon notice given. We also fixed a staff
to the top of our tent, upon which; as often as the wea-
-ther would permit, we hoisted a piece of cloth in the
form of a flag, in order 1o discover ourselves to any ves-
sel that might approach,

We then commenced the building of our boal with
-planks and timber belonging 1o the wreck. Our only
tools were the blade of a citlass, made into a saw with
-our knives, a hammer, and a caulking mallet. ‘We found
" some nails in the clefts of the rock, and obtsined others
from the sheathing, We laid three planks flat for the
bottom, and two up each side, fixed to stavnchings and
let into the boltom limbers, with two short pieces at
each end, and one breadib of new Holland duck reund
the sides {0 keep cut the spray of the sea. We caulk-
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od all we could with aakum deawn from the old jonk,
and in other places filled up the distances wiih long
preces of canvas, all of which we secured in the best
manner possible,  We foued also some sheet-lead - and
pump-leather, which proved of ase.  We fived a short
mast and’ square sail, with seven paddles to raw, and
angiher longer ta steer.  But our carpenter, whose ser-
vices were now mest wanted, was, by reasgn of illgess,
scastely capable of affording us either sssistance or ad-
vice; and oll the rest, excepting myself and two more, -
were 30 beoumbed and feeble as to be unable fo stir.
‘The weather, toc, wasso gxtremely cold, that we could
seldom stay out of the tent above-four hourg in the day,
and some days we could do nothing at all, .

When we had been upon the reck sbout @ week,
without -any kind of provisions, exeepting the cheese
above-mantioned, and some beef bones, which we ate,
after beating them to pieces, we saw ihree boats, abouk
five leagues frem vs, which, as may easily be imagined,
sejoiced us not & little, believing that the period of onr
deliverance was artived. I directed all the men to
creep out of the tent and halloo logether, as loud as
their strenglh wonld permit. Wae likewise made all
the signals we could, but in vain, for they neither heard
nor saw us. We, however, regeived no small encoy-
ragement from the sight of theém, ac they eame from the
south-west ; and the wind being at narth-east when we -
were cast away, we had reason to suppose that our dis-
dress might have been made known by the wreck driving
on shore, and 1o presume that they were come out in
search of u¢, and would daily do s0 when the weather
should permit. Thus we fiattered ourselves with the
pleasing but delusive hope of deliverance,
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Just before we had finished our boat, the carpenter’s
axe was cast upon the reck, by which we were enabled
to complete our wark, but then we had scazcely strenglh
sufficient (o got her into the water,

About the €13t of December, the hoat heing finished,
the day fine, and the waier smoother than I bad yet
seon it since we came there. we consulied whe should
stiempt to launch her; I offered myself as onp 1o vens
ture in her j this was agreed to, as I was the strongest,
and therefore the fittest tp undesgo the exiremities 1o
which we might possibly be reduced. My male alio
offering himself, and desiring to accompany me, I was
permitted to take him, iegether with my brotber and
four more. Thus cammanding owr enlerprize to Pro-
. widence, all that were able cams oot, and wilth much

difficuity got owr peor patched-up boat to the water-
“wide, The surf running very high, we were obliged to

wade very daep lo launch her, upon which I and ag-
other got imto her. The swell of the sea heaved ber
-along shore and overset her ypon us, whereby we again
marrowly sscaped drawning, Our poor bost was staved
all Lo piees, our enterprice totally disappoinied, and our
hopss uttecly destroyed,

What heighiened our afflictions, and served 1o aggra-
vate our misevsble prospects, and render onr deliverance
Joss practicable, we lost, with sur boat, both our axe
and hameer, which would have been of great useto us
if we should sfierwards have attempted to construct a
rak. Yot we bad teason 10 admire (he goodaess of God
in producing our disappointment for our safety ; for, that

> aftermosn, the wind springing up, it blew so bard, that,
had we beow at sea in Lthat imitation of a boat, we must,
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in alt probability, have perished, and those left behind,
_being unable to help themselves, must doubiless soon
bave shared a similer fate.

We were now reduced to the most melancholy and
deplorable situation imaginable ; almost every man but
myself was weak 10 an extremity, nearly starved with
hunger and perishing with cold ; their hands and feet
frozen gnd mortified, with large and deep ulcers in their
legs, the smell -of which was highly offensive to those
who could creep into the air, and nothing to dress them
with but a piece of linen that was cast on shore. We
had no fire; our small stock of cheese was exhausted,
and we had nothing to suppori our feeble bodies but
rock-weed and a {few muscles, scarce and dificult to be
procured, at most not above two or three for each man
@ day; so that our miserable bodies were perishing, and
our disconsolsle spirits overpowered by the depiorable
prospect of starving, without any appearance of relief,
To aggravate our situation, if possible, we had reason
to apprehend, lest the approaching spring-tide, if ace
compsnied with high winds, should entirely overfiow
us. The horrors of such a situation it is impossible to
‘deseribe ; the pinching cold and hunger; extremity of

. weakness and pain; racking and horrors of conscience
in many; and the prospect of a certain, painfui and
lingering death, without even the most remote views of
dejiverance ! This is, indeed, the height of misery; yet
such, alas! was our deplorable case ; insomuch that the
greater part of our company were ready todie ol horror
and despair,

For -my part, 1 did my utmost 1o encourage mysell}

and exhorl the resy, to trust in Godd, and patiently await”




LOSS OF THE NOTTINGHAM GALLEY. 63

their deliverance. Asa slight alleviation of our distress,
and anencouragement of our faith, Providence directed
towards our guarters a sea-gull, which my mate struck
down and joykully brought to me, I divided it into
equal portions, and though raw, and scarcely affording
& mouthfyl for each, yet we received and ate it thank.
fully. _

The last method of rescuing ourselves we could pos
sibly devise was to construct a raft capable of carrying
two men. This proposal was strongly supported by
one of our men, a Swede, g stout brave fellow, who,
since our disaster, had lost the use of both his feet by
the frost,  He frequently importuned me to attempt our
deliverance in that way, offering himself to accompany
me, or, if I refused, to go alone.  After deliberate cone
tideration we resolved upon 2 raft, but found great dift

“ficulty in clearing the fore-yard, of which it was chiefly
to.be made, from the junk, asour working hands were
o few and weak,

This done, we split the yard, and witlr the two parts
made side-pieces, fixing others, and adding some of the
lightest planks we could find, first spiking, and efter-
wards making them firm. The raft was four feetin
breadth. We fixed up a mast, and out of two ham-
mocks that were driven on shore we made a sail, witha
paddle for each man, and a sparc one in case of neces-
sity, This difficulty being thus surmounied, the Swede
frequently asked me whether I designed to accom.
pany him, giving me to understand, that if I declined,
there wae another ready to-offer himself for the enter-
prize. -

About this time we saw a sail come out of Piscaimqua
river, about seven jeagues to the westward, We again
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. made 3l} the signal we could, but tbe wind being north-
‘west, and the ship standing to the eastward, she was
presently out of sight, without ever coming near us,
which préved an exircme mortification 6 our hopes.
The next day, being moderate, with a small breeze
right on, shore in the afternoon, and the raft being whoily
finished, 1he two men were very anxicus te have it
launched; but this was as strenvously opposed by the
male, begause it was so late, being two in the afler-
noon, They, however, wigad the lightness of the nights,
begged me to sufer them to proceed, and 1 at lenglh
consentesh.  They both got upon the raft, when the
‘swell, rolling very bigh, soon overet them, as it did
our boat. The Swede, not daunied by thia accident,
swams on shore, but the other, being po swimmer, cons
{inued some time under waler; ss soon as he appears
ed, I caught hold of and saved him, but he was s0
discouraged that be was afraid to make a second ai- .
tempt. I desired the Swede to wait a more favorable
opportunity, bul he continued resolate, begged me to
go with bim, or help him ¢o turn the raft, and be would
go alone.

By this ime znother man came down and offered to
adventure ; when they were upon the raft I launched
them off, they desiring us to go to prayers, and also to
watch what became of them. 1 did sv, snd by sun-set
jodged them half way (o the main, and supposed that
they might reach the shore by two in lhe morning.
They, however, probsbly fell in with some breakers,
of were overset by the violonce of the sea and pe-
rished; for \wo days afterwards, the raft was found
on shore, ond one man dead about u mile from i,
with a paddle fastened 1o his wrist; but the Sweds,
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wiho Wak so.very. forwar_d‘; io advendure; was never hoard
ef mose.

We, who werg left am the desalate island, ignorand
of what had befallen them, waited daily for delivetaace;
Qur expeciations weare the more raised by a smoke we
observed, two doya aflerwards in the woods, which was
the migna) &pppmmd to be made if they arrived safe.
This continued every day, and we were willing to bgs
licwe that it wes made on gur aggount, though we saw
»o appesrance of any thing lowasds our relielk  We.
sapposed ket the deley veas occasioned by their nei
being able to procwte & vessel ap. soom as we desiced,
aud thisiden senved 1o benr wp our apicits sud 1o support
us greatly,

Suill our peingipnl want wae that of previsions, bays .
ing nothing to eat but rock-wead, avd a very fow muse
cles : indeed, whea the spring-tide was over, we could
scarcely get any at &il. I have myself gone, as ‘no other
person was able, sevoral days at low waler and could
find no more then two or three apiecg, | was frequently
in daoger of losing my handsand arms, by putting thes
so often in the water after the muscles, and when obe
tained, my stomach refused them, and prefesred rocks
weed,

Uipor our fiat srrival we sew several scals apon the
vock, and supposing they might harbor there in the nighs,
I walked round at midnight, but could never meet wilk
any thing, We saw likewiss, a greatnumber of birde,
which peroeiving us daily there, wauld never hadge apoa
the rock, su that we caught none.

This dluppuuuml was severe, and lended lo aggs
wvate our misaries still more ; but it was particularly ajllict-
ing o & brother I had with me, and anolher young genr-
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tleman, neither of whom had before been at sea, or en-
dured any kind of hardship. They were now reduced
to the last extremity, having ne assisiance but what they
received from me. _

Part of a green hide,. fastened to a piece of the main-
yard, being thrown up by the see, the men importuned
me Lo bring it to the tent, which being dene, we minced
it small and swallowedil. '

About this time I set the men to open junk, and when
the weather would permit I thatched the tent with the
sope yarn in the best manner I was able, that it might
shelter us the better from the exiremities of the weather.
This proved of so much service as to turn iwo or three
hours rain, and preserve us from the cold pinching winds,
which were always very severe npon us.

About the latter end of December our carpenter, a
fat man, and naturally of a dull, heavy, phlegmatic dis-

. pasition', aged about forly-seven, who, from our firt
coming on shore, had been eonstantly very ill, and lost
the use of his feet, complained of excessive pain in bis
back, and stiffness in his neck. He waslikewise almost
choked with phlegm, for want of strength to discharge
il, and appeared to draw near his end. We prayed over
him, and used our utmost endeavors to be serviceableto
him in his last ‘moments; he shewed himself sensible,
though speechless, and died that night. We suffered
the body to remain till morning, when I desired those
who were most able, to remove it ; creeping out myseif
to see whether Providence had sent us any thing 1o -
tisfy the excessive craving of our appetites. Return-
ang before noon, and not seeing the dead body without
the tent, | enquired why they had not removed it, and
veceived for answer, they were not all of them ableg
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wpon which, faslening a rope to the body, I gave the
utmost of my assistance, and wilh some difficulty we-
dragged it out of the tent. Bul fatigue, and 1he consis
deration of our misery, so overcame my spirits, that be-
ing ready to faint, 1 crept into the tent, and was no
sooner there, than, to add 10 my trouble, the men began
1o request my permission to eat 1he dead body, the better
to support their lives,

“This circumstance was, of all the trials I had encoun-
tered, the most grievous and shocking :——to see myself
and company, who came hither laden with provisions
but three weeks before, now reduced to such a de-
plorable situalion; two of us having been absolutely
starved lo dealh, while, ignorant of the fate of two
olhers, the rest, though still living, were reduced to the
last extremity, and requiring 1o eat the dead for their
supporl. .

After matare conslderat:on of the lawfulness .or sins
fulness, on'the one hand, and absolute necessity on. the
other. judgment and conscience wére obliged to sub-
mit 1o the mere prevailing arguments of our craving ap~
pelites, We, at length, determined {o salisfy our bun-
ger, and support our feeble bodies with the carcase of
our deceased companion, [ first ordered his skin, head,
bands, feet, and bowels to be buried in the sea, and the
body to be quartered, for the convenience of drying and
carriage, but again received for answer, thal none of
them being able, they intreated I would perform that
labor for them. This was & hard task; but their in.
cessant prayers and intreaties at last prevailed over my

seluctance, and by night [ had completed the opera-
tion, .
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1 cut part of the fiesh into thin stices, and washing it in
walt water, brought it to the-tent -and obliged the men 1o
oat rock-weed with # instead of bread. My mate and
1o others refused to eat sny that might, but the next
mornimg-they complied, and earnedtly desited to partake
with the rest. :

1 found that they all ate with the utmost avidity, so
that I was obliged tacarry the quartérs farther from the
tent, out of their teach, lest they hondd do themselves
un irijury by eating t00 ‘much, and bkewise expend onk
small stock too scon, _

¥ also lmited ¢ach Man toran’squal portion, that they
might not quarrél or kavecause to'reflect on me orone
undtlier, This methed T was the more obiigett to adept,
becuuse, in a few days, T found thefr dispositions ‘en-
tirely changed, 4ol ‘that «ffectionate, peaceable tem-.
per they had hitherto manifested, totally lost. Thetr
éyes looked wikd dnd sfaring, their countenances fierce

- aird barbaross. *Instead of obeying my commarnds, as
_they -had universally @nd cheerfully done before, T now
Jound even prayers and entreaties vain and fruitless;
“hoithing was now -fo'be heard but brutal guarrels, with |
liotrid- daths and fmprecations, instead of thal quiet sabs
“mitsive spirit of prayer and ﬂuppﬂ:talmn they had befote
“manifested.

Fhis, together with the dismal prospect offmurc want;
-tbliged me tokeep a strict watch over the rest of the ho-
dy, lest'any of them, $fable, should get 107it, and if that
were spert we should be conipelled to feed upon flie
Yiving, which we certainly must have dove, had we re-
‘mained in that sitaation a few days longer.

The gocdness of God now began to appear, and lo
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make provision for oar defiverance, by putting it into
the Hearts of the good people on the shore, to which our
faft was driven, to come out in search of us, which they
. did on the 2d of Jannary in the morning.

Just as I was creeping out of ihe tent I satr a shallop
half way from’the shore, slanding directly townards us,
Our joy and satisfaction, at the proypect of such spéedy
and ungxpected deliverance, no longue isdble to express,
nor thought to conceive.

Our good and welcome friends came to an ahchor to
the souih-west; at ihe distance of aboul one hundred
yards, the swell preventing them from apptéaching
hearer ; bot their anchor coming home obliged them to
stand off till about noon, waiting for “sioother Witer
upoti the food. Meanwhile our passibis twére differ-
ehtly agitated; our expectations of déliversnte, dnd
fears of miscarfiage, hurried our weak and disordéted
spirits strangety,

I gave them an account of all bur shiserids, éxtepling
the want of provisiorz, which 1did not indbtion, lest
the fear of beibgtonstraihed by'the weathier to revmaih

Jwith us might have prevented thém from coming oh
thore. 1 earneftly intréated them fo Atf€mptour ifi-
Tediate ‘delivérance, or at least to Turnish us, if poss
sible, with fire, which, with iHe wfmbst hazard and difs
ficuity ‘they :at st accomplished, by ‘sending a small
canoe, with one min, who, afier great exetlion, got on
shore, ”

‘Afier belping him ap with his canoe, dnd seeing no-
‘thing to eat, I asked him if he could give us fite;—he

- wnswered ™ the affirmative, but was s6 aff?ighled by -
y thin and meagre appearance fhat, at firsl, He could
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scarcely return me an answer, However, recoliecting
himself, afier several questions asked on both sides, he
went with me to the lent, where he was surprised io
see so many of us in sech a deplorable condition.
Our flesh was so wasted, and our looks were so ghasts
Iy and frightful, ihat it was really a very dismal spec-
tacle.

With some difficulty we made a fire, afler which, de-
{ermining to go on board myselfthh the man, and to send
for the rest, one or two at a time, we both got info the
canoe: but the sea immediately drove us against the
rock with such violence thal we were overset and,
heing very weak, it was a considerable time before
I could recover myself, so that I had again a very
_narrow escape from drowning. ‘The good man, with
great difficulty got on board withoot me, designing to
return the next day with betler conveniences, if the
westher should permit.

It was an afflicting sight 1o observe our friends in the
shallop, standing away for the shore withoutus. But
God, who orders every thing for the best, doubtless had
designs of preservation in denying us the appearance
of present deliverance: for the wind coming about te
south east, it blew so hard that the shallop was lost, and
the crew, with extreme difficulty, saved their lives.
Had we been with them it is more than probable that
we should sl bave perished, not having strength suffi-
cient 1o help ourselves,

‘When they had reached the shore they immediately
senl an express to Porismouth, in Piscatagua, where the
good people made no delay in hasiening to our deliver-
ance as soon as the weather would alfow, To our great
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' serfow, and as a farther trial of cur patience, the next
day continaed very stormy, and though we doubted not
but the, people on shore knsw our centlition, and would
ag.Isl us as 800N as passible, yet our flesh being nessly.
consumed, being withoul fresh water, and uncertain
how long the unfavorable weather might continge, our
situalion was extremely miserable. We, however, re-
ceived great benefit from our fire, as we could both
warm ourselves and broil our meat.

The next day, tie men being very importunate for
flesh, I gave them rather more than usual, but not
Lo their satisfactiont, They would cerlainly bave eaten
up the whole at once had I not carefully watched them,
with the intention of sharing the rest next morning, if
the weather continved'bad. The wind, however, aha-

- ted that night, amdeasly next morning a shallop came
for us, with my” rouch esleemed. friends Captain Long
apd Captain Putver, and three more men, who brought
® large cance, and in two hours got us ail on board,
being obliged to ¢arry almost all of us upon their backs
from the ten¥to the canoe, and fetch us off by two or three
at a time, oo

When we first came or board the shallop, each
of us ate a piece of bread, and drank a dram of rum,
and most of us were extremely seasick: but after
we had cleansed our stomachs and tasted warm nous
rishing food we became so exceedingly hungey and
ravenous, ihat had not our friends dieted us, and
limited the quantily for two or three days, we
should certainly have destroyed ourselves with eat-
mg. '

Two days after our coming on shore my apprentice
lost the grealer part of one fuot; all the rest reco-

VoL, IL E
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vered their limbs, but not their perfect use; very
few, excepling myself, escaping without losing the
benefit of fingers or loes, though otherwise all in perfect
lLealth, :
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THE PROVIDENTIAL DELIVERANCE
. or
-CHARLES STURT, ESQ.
Written by Himsell

e

Mr. Sturt, in his Yacht, accompanies the Cambrian Frignle at
Weymouth~Ts carried out toSes in bis Boat, which is upset by
Breakers—His long and arduous struggle with the waves, by
which he is repeatedly overwhelmed---Discovers eight Sail--

Seven of which pass him-—-¥e i3 discovered by the last apd

fetched on Board-—Iistributes a Reward among the Crew,

On Saturday;'Seplem'ber the 20th, 1800, his Majesty,
with the Queen and Royal Family, went on board the
Cambrian frigate, upon wli¢h the St. Fiorenzo and Sy-

ren saluled At ten the three frigates slipped and stood

to sea, on the farboard tack.’ About a quarter of an
hour afterwards I got under sail, and stood for the Cam-
- brian, onboard of which the standard was flying, kept

on her quarter, and sailed at times roond her, At half

alter ten saw Mr. Wield's yacht to leeward, beating

away to windward, and bore away towards her, Ata -

listle before eleven passed under the stern of the Cam-
brian, Mr, Wield's cutter under my lee-bow ; his boat

being in, and top-mast struck, she fell no impediment
whatever. My boal astern, I observed, impeded con-"

s;derably my sallmg, the sea Yunning 100 bigh was afraid

to hoist her in; however, struck my top-mast and made

sl snug. Bolh cutiers standing to sea, about gleven,
EQ
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two leagues from land; by whlch time the king's fri-
gates had worn, and were standing into Weymouth bay.
Feeling anxious to beat Mr, Wield’s cutter, which I daw
1 should do, conld I get rid of my boat, I proposed to
one of my sailors to. jump in and take her to Weymouth,
He hesilated, and refused to comply, upon which I obe
served :—* You have known me long enough, my lads,
to be satisfied I would not order you-to do a thing I

- would not readily do myself ; therefore reef the sail, slip
the miast, 1 will go myself.””

This was soon done, and I took with me my pocket‘ .
compass. On jumping into the boat, Ben asked me if I
would have another coat on, *¢ Oh, no, (said I} never

. mnind, Ben, T can swim in this as well as any I have.” 1
left the yacht, ordering my master to attend and do his
best to beat Mr, Wield’s; hoisled my sail and steered
N.N.E. toget clear of the shambles ;- found a copsi~

" derable sea running, but not greater than the boat could |
weathgr with ease, for she never shipped a thimbleful-
of water 1ill she came to the shambles, .

A very strong ebb-tide carried me to the westward, .
and towards the shambles, which I wished to avoid;

* put before the wind, but being under a very low sail

‘ _could not stem the tide; dared not quit the helm to let

the reefs out of the sail, for fear of broaching-lo, The
tide hauling me dead on the shambles, where the sea was
running tremendously high, and breaking horribly, there
was po time to belost.  Sensible of ry danger, convin.
ced that T could get neither (o the eastward nor to the
westward of them, I prepared to meet the danger, and
to make the baat as lively as possible, threw overboard
my ballast, which precaution would prevenl her from
sinking 10 the hottom, :
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I began to hekr the dismal sound of the breakers; and
soon suw them right ahesd. ~Aware of the dinger, con--
vinced ‘that my boat could not exist many misutes, and
that nothing but the interpouition of Providence was -
able to save me, in order {o divert iy thoughts from the
horrid-idea of death, 1 began singing the sea song:—
# Cease rude Boresa;” al the same time keeping the -
boat’s guarter fo the surf.  As I was singing the sevond
verse, a dreadful, foaming sea took my boat on her lar~
board quarter, and shecred my helin a-weather. She
lost her sherage-way, broached-to, and upset, the sca
rolling over and'over. Recovering from my alarm, with-

-out the smaliest hope of escaping, 1 swam fo my boat,
“witich Was lying on her bresdside 5 with dificulty 1 got
into her and held her fait, Iimmediately pulied off iny
-eont, waisicmat, shifl, and cravat ; which, as they were
wet, 1 oaccomplished not without much difficalty. I
thew began 1o consider what could be done; vo sail near
me; a dreadiul, hollow, broken sea, tunting in every -
direction, and frequently overwbelming -me, left me
*no hope of saving my life. To sarrender without a
“slroggle I considercd weak; the -thoilghls of my wife
atid children, which at that inoment struck my mind so
furcibly, that {'imagined 1 saw them; together with the
recollection of the difficulties T sarmounted, 1wo yeats
*before, in saving some men from a wreck off my hbuse,
and who, I knew, were, by the assistance of Diviné Pre-
vidence, saved from a siluation as dreadful as my-own
“this inspired me with resolution and forlitude {o éxert
myself. 1 began to clear away the boat’s masts and sails,
‘which 1,-at length, sccomplished, after bémg repeatedly
-wrashed off the boat. :
ES3
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When 1 had cleared the wreck I got on her gunwale,
and by my weight brought her to right. I got into her,
but the violence of the seas, and their rapid return, re-
pealedly overwhelmed me. The dificuly of segaining my
hoal against such seas, quite exhausled me, and the salt
waler so affected my sight, thal it was some time before
1 could recover my boat. Laoking round for 2 sail, per
ceiving none, and my distance from the land increasing,
‘I began to think it a folly 1o struggle any longer for a
miserable existence for a few hours, The love of life,
and the hopes of some vessel heaving in sight, however,
prevailed; I resolved 1o use every possible means of
preserving it, and to continue m the boat. Repeatedly
washed off and buried in the waves, I knew that I could
not hold out much longer, but must yield to my fate;
1 then recoliected that fishermen, when canght in a gaie,
frequently let a spar or mast, fastened 1o their boat’s
painter, go abead, by which the force of the waves is
broken before they reach the boat. Having been, by
this time, above twn hours in the water, (for [ upset at
twelve) I felt myself much fatigued, and that it was
- absolutely necestary I shouid try some scheme to res .
lieve myselfl. I accordingly took my boal’s painter,
passed it over and under the alter-short, or seat of the
_boat; but in accomplishing this I was frequently bu-
ried, for many scconds, beneath the waves, which sue-
"ceeded each other so Tapidly that iy breath was nearly
_gone, . '

At this period several gannets, a large species-of sea-
gull, hovered close to me, and were so bold as to come
within two feet of my head. I suppose they antici-
pated 2 good meal on me; However, by hallooing
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pretty lond, I convinced them I was not yet dead; they
took fight, and 1 saw no more of them. = After they
were gone I tried how my scheme answered ; whena
heavy sea came I got out of the beat and swam to lee.
‘ward, holding by the boat’s painter, which 1 had fasten-
ed to her broadside, heing to the sea and boltom up~
wards, the surf broke with force against her, and anly
.a part came over me. By these means, saving myseif
from many a heavy sea; my spirits kept up; but, alas!?
.when 1 could discover no sail in sight, while the sea
increased, and it drew towards evening, they began
‘to sink. Having struggled through such difficulties
without the smallest prospect of being relieved, i had
but little "encouragement to persevere, and having
been full three hours in the water, 1 was mnoch weak-
_ened. _ o

About three o’clock 1 saw two sail near-me, about a
mile to leeward. 1 knew that no exertion of mine
could make the people on board hear me, and therefore
made none. Having beaten about for such a length of
tinte, without the good fortune to see any sail approach-
ing, I entertained little hope of saving my bile; i}eing,
besides, continually washed off my boat, and repeutediy
obliged, in order to avoid the sea breaking, to quit her
and swim to leeward, my strength was consequently di-
minished.

About a quarter- afler four a brig came within half
a mile ; I hailed her, ‘and stood as far out of the water
as I could, moving my hands, and using every possible
‘means to make the crew observe me. 1 succeeded ; I
saw the men goup the main-shrouds, and the crew
stand close together, but they passed me without offer-

E4
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‘ing to lend me the smellest assiitance. This, indeed,
“was sufficient to induce me to resign a life that was no
lenger supportable; such inhumanity excited in me the
strongest emotions of indignation. But, alas! I had
no means of redress; I gave up all hope of being
saved. .
" Being driven still farther from the land, a gale of wind
~ coming on, and the tide carrying me on to Pertland Race,
I'icok a valuable diamond watch of my wife’s out of my
fab, tied it securely round the waistband of my trowsers,
pulied them off end tied them round the shert of the
boat. When I hed done this I made a running knut
with the painter, intending to put it round me inmy
‘Jast moments, knowing that my beat, from the diree-
tion of the wind, wonld be driven near my hoose, or’
Bridport, and that my walch and seal would lead to a -
discovery of who T was,
Having done Lhic, I became quite indifferent ; death
‘was no longer terrible; and as Isaw no chance of be-
ing saved, I sal quietly in the boat, paliently waiting
for the next wave to put an end 1o my sufferings,
Though immerse:] two feet i the water, still tossed
"about, semctimes in the boat, sometimes holding on
her bottom, washed off, and losing her for several mi-
nutes, yet I found that neither my recollection nor
_steength failed me, for I always raised myself suﬁiuently,
by treading water, to discover my boat, to which I im.
mediaie]y swan.

About half after four, experiencing. a very hard
siruggle to recover the boat, 1 saw eighl sail to wind-
ward. Il was a long time befote I discovered whether
they were standing fiom, or towards me. At length
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I perceived that fhey were approaching, which gave
me additional strength atd spitits. For the first time
1 saw a chance of faving my life, and that Prov_idenc’e
‘had watched over me through all my struggles.

At five three or four ships passed without seeing me;
nor was 1 able to make them hear, the sea running high
and bréaking violently. Three more passed me close
1o the windward, my voice being too feeble to be heard.
I reserved my strength for the only two of the eight
that had not pasted me. A brig came by ; I hailed her,
‘lifted up my hands, and fortunately I observed that they
‘saw me, for the men went up aloft to see what I was.
They then tackéd nnd stood towards me, but did not
hoist out a boat, 'This alarmed me, and having some
hours before passed one unfeeling wretch T nlmosl gave
myself up to despair.

There was only one more vessel to pass; it was
‘nearly dark, a dismal sea, and within two miles of
‘Porttand Ruce; if this passed me, all was over, On
this occasion 1 roused myself, and hailed her, stood on
the boat’s botiom, was washed off, got on her again,
and was again washed off. However, life was still
“desirable, as long 8s 1 saw a chance of being saved.

. After struggling again and again, 1 was discovered by
some of the soldiers; 1 observed a buslle on board her,
"saw men rufining up the rigging, and shortl y after a boat
let down. ]

- At that dhoment T was agilated; my firmness seemed
to forsake me, for I burst into a flood of fears, and was
seized with a viblent retching from the quanfity of salt
water T had swallowed. As the boat approached, I
recovered. When she came rieas, the sea bemg very

]
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high, I desired them not to come broadside-to, but
stern-on. [ untied my trowsers, threw them into 1he
hoat, and endeavourcd to spring in myself, bul being
unable, the crew pulled me in by my legs, I was not
0 much exhausted, nor my recollection so lost, as not
10 be capable of steering the boat through a heavy sea,
.and laying her along-side. - 1 was humanely reccived
"by Calonel Jackson of the 831h, and the whole crew
“expressed a"sincere joy at my providential escape. In
ten minutes more the vessel must have passed, and T
“should not have had the smallest chance of existing baff
an hour lenger; my limbs being benumbed ; having,
besides, a vialent pain in my side, a dizziness in my .
‘eyes, and an inclination to sleep. From the time I up-
set till I was picked up I had been above five hours and
a half naked in the water. )

“The ship Middlelon came inl¢ Porlland Roads about
eight o'clock, and at nine Colonel Jackson accompa-
. nied me to rhy friends, Mr, and Mts, Smith, from whom
T received the kindest attention. They thought T was
irrecoverably fost ; so did their Majesties, particularly as
‘Captain Ingram declared he saw my beat go down.
"“Their Majesties, with their family, on the esplanade,
‘expressed, in the kindest manner, their very sincere
‘happiness at my being saved ; and, in short, every soul
in Weymouth heartily congratulated me on my provi-
‘dential escape.  1was most dreadlully bruised, extremely
‘weak, and much agitated from the kind solicitnde my
fricnds shewed me.

"On Tuesday, the 23d of September, ] went on board
" the Middleton, with Colonel Jackson, and distributed
filty guincas among the captain and the crew. To

a

*
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Captain Rankin I presented ten guineas and a silver
cup; five guineas each to John Jones, John Dayly,
James Napier, and John Woodman, being the men
who ventured in the boat, and 1o the remainder of the
crew twenty guineas. ’ '

EG
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THE LO% OF
THE PROSERPINE FRIGATE,

T 8 Letter addreesed by Capt. deL}s to Vice-Admiral DICKSON,
et e e

The Proserpine proceeds up the Blbew-Is overtaken by a tre.

- mendaus Snow-stortu, and prevented by the Ice from advancing

~—The Buays being taken up, the Ship Strikes on the Sand-

The Crew escape over the Ice to Newark Tsland---Providential

Preservation of some of the Crew, who had ventured agaio en
Board of the Wreck,

v Newark Island, Fob, 18th, 1799,
TSIR,
« 1T s with infinite concern T am to inform you of the
loss of his Majesty's ship Proserpine, Jate under my
command, in the river Elbe, on Fridoy morning, the first
instant, having sailed from Yarmouth the preceding
Manday at noon, in compliance with the order you were
pleased ta give me. Nothing material happened from
that time until Wednesday morning following, when,
being close in with Heiligeland, 1 made a signa! for a
pilet, and very soon received one on board. It being
" a fine day, wilh the wind at N. N, E, we proceeded
for the red buoy, where we anchored for the night.
Here we found that thie buoys had been taken up, upon
which a consultation was held in the presence of Mr;
Grenville, with the Heiligeland pilst and the two be-.
Tonging to the ship, who professed a thorough know-
ledge of the river, and maintained the practicability of
ascending it without the buoys. They all agreed that
£
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ore might get into Cuxhaven without the smallest dan.
gen, {6 I would obly proceed between half ebb and half
flood, that they would then be uble jo see the sands, at
the ssme time declaring thatthey were perfectiy acquaint
ed with thelr marks.

o In the merning we got under weigh, having s very
fine day, with a gentle breeze et N. N.E. and pro-
cueded up the river, the Prince of Wales packet, which
sccompanied us from Yarmouth, standing on ahead, In
the sfternoon, about fout o’clock, being within four
miles of Coxhaven, & begon to show, end came on very
thick, which obliged s to anchor ; at this time we savw
but little ite in the river. ‘

¢ At nine P. M. ths wind thifted 1o K. by 5. and blew
" the wost drexdful anow.storm that can be imagined,
which bronght Jdewn such quanlities of heavy ice with
the ebb, that, with alf hands on deck, it was with the
greatest difficulty we could prevent vur cables from be-
ing cot, awd preverve our sation till the morning. At
exght o'clock the flood4ide had nearly carried the ive up,
and left an opening shead.” Seeing the river entirely’
blocked up above us, with the packet on shore, convin.
ced of the impossibility of either landing Mr. Grenviile,
or preteeding higher, [ jodged that there was no time
to be lost in making cut retreat ot of the Elbe. [ace
* cordingly got under weigh, und sood ovt, to endeavour
40 eake a landing on some purt of the coast of Jutland,
which Mr. Grenville informed me the importance of the
strvice upon which we were dispatched rende.red abso~
lately neversery.

* Unfertunately, however, afler the pilots had inform-
«d me that we were clear of all the sanda, the ship, at
half past nine, struck upon neasly the estrewily of Ux
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sand extending ‘from this island. As it blew a heavy
gale of wind she went on with great force, though we
bad no sail set but the fore-top-mast stay-sail ; there was
but ten feet water under the keel. 1 lmmedlately hoist-
ed out a boat, with an intention of carcying out an an~-
chor ; but-it being high water, the ice returned upen us
so soon that it was found impracticable. The jce-boats
were sgain hoisled in, and all hands were employed to
shore the ship and heel her towards the bank, to pre-
vent her from falling into the streamy, which would have
been succeeded, by our inevitable destruction. Inthis
attempt we succeeded, for, asthe tide ebbed awsy, she
took lo the bank. The first run of the tide brought
down such heavy ice upon us, that it immediately car-
ried away our shores, tore all the copper from our lar-
board quarter, cut the rudder in two, the lower part of
which lay on the ice under the counter. Nevertheless,
I did not give up the hope of getting the ship off the
next high water: in order to lighten her for that purpose,
her guns rnd stores were thrown overboard, and ell of
them were borne by the ice, which will give you some
idez of its thickness,

“ At ten o’clock on Friday mghl it being high waler,
the heavy gale at 8. E. kepl out the tide to that degree,
that we had three feet waler less than whean she struck,
which put an end to all our hopes. On the return of
the ebb, and during the whole of it, our stale was tos
drerdful for me to describe. We expected every mo-
ment to be torn in pieces by the ice; the extremely
cold weatber, the darkness of the night, and the heavy
snow storm, aliogeiber contributed to render our sttua-
tion one of the most deplorable and distressing that imaw
gination can conceive,
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« On Saturday morning the gale increased to an un-
‘common dq,rce. the ice reached up to the cabin win-
dows, the stern-post “was brokén in two, and the ship

. otherwise much damaged. It was proposed Ly Mr.
Grenvilte, and Lhe officers, to try to get over the ice 1o
this place, as the only ‘means left to save the lives of the
ship’s company, and as slaying on board any longer was
useless, and might be attended with the most dreadful
consequences.

“ Though the attemp! appeared to me very dangerous,
and there seemed to be liude probability of its success,
from the thickness of the weather, the extreme cold, onr
total ignorance of the way, and many other reasons ; yet,
as it was 1he general wish, and the ship was irrecoverably
lost, I censented to quit her. At half past one o'elock,
it being the last quarter’s ebb, the ship’s company, com-
menced their march on the ice, in eubd:v:s:ons, attended
by their respective officers.

¢ At three o'clock P. M. having seen every person
out of the ship, I followed, accompanied by Licutenant
Ridley, of the marines; and at haif past six P. M. after
2 journey of six miles, in the severest weather that was
ever experienced over high flakes of ice, and sometimes
up to the -waist in snow and waler, we arrived at his
place, where I had the satisfaction to find Mr. Gren-

" ville, and the whole ship’s company i safety, except-

ing the persons named in the margin, (William Brows,

Pedro Shander, George Hedges, John Peter Walstrom,

Richard Broughton, John Sinclair, Thomas Kelly, John

Qdder, seamen:—marines; Charies Campbeli, John

Serjeant, Patrick Bonn, Arthur Wearing; onc woinan

and her child} who were frozen to death on their passage
hither. A few others had their Jegs and fingers frozen,
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but £ am heppy to inform you that they are in a fair way
of doing well. To the toercy of Providence alone I at-
tribute this miraculous escape, and we tan nevet suffici-
. ently praise the Almighty for his eare over, and deliver-
ance of so many of us. _

* From the time of our arrival here 4ifl the Twesday
night following, the storm continued without the least in-
termission. On Wednesday moming the 61h, the wea-
ther being more moderate, the scarcity of provisions
rendered it necessary to send part of the ship’s company
to Cuxhaven, some of the inhabitants having undertaken
to accompany them as guides. Mr. Grenville’s great
anxiety to proceed caused this plan to be put ‘in imme-
diale execution, Therefore, at eight o’clock, the tide
suiting, Mr. Wright, my first lieetenant, and one half
of the officers and men, with Mr. Grenville, Mr.Wynne,
Mt, Fisher, secretary to the embassy, the three messens
gers, Messrs, Shaw, Detry, and Mason;, with servants,
guides, 8zc. set off at nine o'clock, arrived safe at Cuxs
haven, afier a pasaage as dangerous and difficult as from
the ship hither. 1 kept the remainder of my ship’s com«
pany, in hopes, should it be possible, of saving the ship’s
stores. : ) '

« On Friday, the &th, Mr, Apthony, the master, volun-
teered with a parly of men io go on board the ship, to
endeavor to bring on shore some bread, of which arti-
vle we were in great want, as well as o ascertain ex-
actly ket situation. They effected their purpose with
great difficulty, and, on their return, Mr, Anthony made
the following report :—¢ That the ship lay off on her
beam ends, and had seven feet water in her; that she’
seemed to be broken asunder, with the quarter-deck se-
parated from the gang-way six fret, and was apparenty



LOSS OF THY PROSERPINE PRIGATE, = 89

kept together only by the vast quantity of ice around
her.’ In consequence of thisaccount it was resolved to .
have no farther communication with her; but on Sunday
raorning the 10th, I found, upon enguiry, that the clear-
ness of the day had induced Mr. Anthony to set off again
for the ship, and that Mr. Kent, the surgeon, Mr. Wm.
Johnson Bowes, midshipman, Mr. William Tait, boat-
swain, William Fox and Andrew Augrain, seamen, had
accompanied him. They got on board and vnforlunately
neghected 1o return until ton late in the tide, which left
them no slternetive but that of remaining on board rill
the nextday. About ten o’clock st night the wind'came
on at 5.8.E. and blew a most violent stormj (he tide,
though at the neap, rose {o an uncommon height; the
ice waa set in motior, and swept the wreck to destruc-
tion ; Jor, in the morning, not a vestige of it was (o Le
seen, I am exceedingly apprehensive, that the above.
named officers and men were lost with it.  The only
hope I baveis, that Providence, which has so boun.
tifuily assisted us in our recent dangers and difficulties,
may have extended its care over them, so thal they may
be preserved by means of the boat or otherwise; but [
wm sorry to say that my hopes are not founded on the
most distant probability. _

 Before I finish this melancholy narrative, it is my
duty to acquaint you, that in no iustance bave British
seamen conducted themselves with more propriety,
manly fortitude, and .attention 1o discipline, than the
officers and men under my command, before and since
the unfortunale accident.

I have 1l honor to be, Sir, 8cc.
- * JAMES WALLIS.”
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“ Cuxhaven, Feb. 23, 1729,

“ P, 8. Itis with great pleasure I inform you, that on
my arrival at Cuxhaven this morning with the remainder
of my ship’s company, from Newark island, I found that
Mr. Anthony, the master, with the surgeon, boatswaiz,
&c. had arrived here last night. The account Mr. An.
thony gives is, that the ice, which had adhered to the
ship, and surrounded her in such a heavy body, after
she had floated on the 11th instant, in the manper I
have before described, supported, without quitting her
as it continsed to freeze hard for some days, uil at
length the wreck was cast on shore on the island of Bal
trum, from which they providentially all made (heit
“escape.
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THE LOSS OF
THE HINDOSTAN EAST INDI4MAN,
O Margate, January ttth, 1803,

e .

The Hindostan leaves Gravesend--Anchors near the Wedge Seng,
off Margate—-Strikes un the Sand---Every Effort is made, with=
out effect to lighten the Ship—The Boats are dashed to pieces—.
The Crew make Raits, which prove the Destruction of meany—
Wretched Sitnation of the Crew during the Night.—They are
relieved by a Margate Boat, which takes most of them away
~The remainder are fetched off by the Company’s Yacht-n.
Fate of Mr. Clurke, # Passenger---Part of the Specie afterwards
saved from the Wrech, o '

\ .

THE Honorable the East India Company’s ship, the
Hindostan, of [,248 tons, Edward Balston, Esq. com-
mander, sailed from Gravesend, on her fourth voyage,
on Sunday the 2nd of January, 1803, with a light wes-
terly bieeze, and brought 1o in the Upper Hope,. Here

" -the ship’s company received their river-pay, and fwo
months wages in advance, as usual, and all the women
were senl on shore. .

~ On the #th she sailed from thence, with a foul wind,
dropped anchor at various places or the tides, passed
the Nore, and anchored with her best bower on Suaday,
Janvary 9th, ina goed birth, inthe Queen's channel,
off the Wedge Sand, the wind biowing hatd from the
esstward. - The wind continuing to increase, they, the .
same evening, sen! down the top-guliant-yards, and -
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struck the top-gallant-masts, after which -ihe ship rode
much easier. :

Oa Monday the 10th, they unstowed the sheet an-
chor, and cleared away the sheet cable, that it might
be ready in case of any emergency. On Tuesday
morning, between three and four o’clock, the ship part-
ed from ler best bower; and drified with the ebb-
tide towards the sand. ‘They then cut loose the sheet
anchor with all possible expedition, and veered out
a cable and a half.  She now appeared to ride ses
cure, and the pilot entertained vo apprehension for the
safety of the ship, though she was very near the Wedge
Sand.

At 4 P. M. the pilot theught it necessary fo get
under way, for the purpose of placing the ship ina
clearer birth, as the gale conlinued lo increase in vio-
lence, and accordingly gave orders to heave in the
cable.  While the crew were engaged in this opes
ration the ship struck, They now discovered that
the anchor had been coming home, that the vessel had
drifted faster than they had hove in the cable, and
that she was mground on the Wedge Sand, in 41 fathoms
water, -

The pilot instantly ordered the head sails to be loosed,
and set as fast as possible o pay her head off 3 this was
accordingly done, but without producing the desired
effect. At this moment the ship struck on the sand a
second time, wilh such violence; that the {ore-top-mast
went aver the lee-side, and hung by he rigging. In the
fall it struck a man ovérboard that was on the lee fore-
yard.arm, and he was seen no more. ,

The captain, finding the ship in this desperale situa-
tion, striking on the sand, and the wind, which grew
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more and more furious, together with the tide forcing.
“her still farther on the sand, ordered ihe boalswain
to cut away the mizen-mast, and aflerwards the
main-mast likewise. Every effort, however, proved.
ineffectual, and it was found impossible to get her
off,

Some of the men were then directed to slart the -
water, and others were stationed at the pumps, A,
large quantity of pigs of block-tin were got up frem
the bold, upon the orlop and gundeck, for the
purpose of being thrown overboard to lighien the
vessel,

The ship meanwhile kept continually siriking on the
sand, the sea at the sawe tinge dashing violenly into hor;
in consequence of which the men in the tiold found the:
water gain so fast upon them that they were ohliged to.
qmt it and come upun deck. :

" The anchors were then cut away from Lhe bows,
and every possible expedient was employed for light.
ening the ship, the pumps being kept going till ihey
became so choked with sand that they could nat be.
worked any longer.  Signal guns of distress were fired:
uctil no more dry powder could be procured, Being.
about eight miles distant from the nearest shore, and
the wind blowing tremendously, the guns were not
heard, though it afterwards appeared that the flashes
had been seen.  The Company’s yacht had before baen
at anchor ata little distance 1o windward, but when
the storm became so furious she left the Hindostan, and
did not return till the next morning.

- The upper part of the main-mast had, in its &2,
stuck in the sand, the part which had, heen cut standing
upwatds by the side of the ship, The boatswain, and.
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some of the seamen, with a view fo steady the vessel,

endeavored 1o lash it to the gunnel wilh a hawser, but

" when they had passed it twice round, the mast slipped
away from the side of the ship, and thus prevented them
from compleling their design.

About half past eight oclock it was discovered
that the rudder was unshipped, and that the tiller was
tearing up the gun-deck. The bulkhead of the cuddy,
the galleries, and one of the gun-room ports were also
stove in, but the carpenier nailed some plank over the
port-hole to prevent the entrance of the water in that
quarier.

Finding all their exertions, for the preservation of
the ship, unavailing, the crew aftempted to gel out
the boats; but having only one mast standing, his pro-
ved a task of copsiderable difficully, At length, by
means of the foretackle and a jigger, they conirived to

hoist the pinnace, but she was swamped in gelting her
over the side, wilh one man in ber, who was fortunately
saved. The jolly-boot, that was banging on the ship’s
stern, by some meuns broke loose and went adrift, hat
she was soon swamped. The yawl was then boisted,
but while the men were gelling her over the side she
was dashed in two by a heavy sea, the fore-part remain-
ing suspended by the fore-yard tackle on the starboard
side of the furecastle. .

The officers then directed two rafls fo be conslructed
of the spars and boems, in the hope of being able to save
some of (heir fives upon them, They placed the spars
across 1he ship, and lashed them together as well as they
were able, and placed the long-boat in such a situation
as Lhey thoughl would be most likely for her to be washed
overboard with the rafts.. The caplain, officers, and roen,
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then got upen Lhe rafts, sitting as closely as possible to
each other, and holding fast by the lashings ; while
others, in the long-boat, waited the arrival of some fu.
rious wave lo launch them overboard., Having waited
some time in this situation several got off again ; among
these were the captain and all the officers, excepting
Mr. Hackett and Mr. Hammond, two young midship-
mien, and Mr. Kent, the captain’s clerk. The tweo for-
mer had fastened themselves together on the raft, and
held by a piece of the lashing, At length came the fa-
tal wave, which washed the rafts overboard, together
with about fifty or sixty of the crew. The long-boat
. was partly washed over at the same time, and hung upon
the wreck,

*Those who imagined they were seeking the means
of safety now found they had only involved themselves
in greater danger. The raft, when swept from the
deck, rushed into the sea in a slanting direction, and
one end. of it sunk to a considerable depth. Of those
who had placed themselves on this part some were
overwhelmed for a time, others washed entirely away,
and others dreadfuily hurt by the spars and booms
which beal against each other. The raft Lo became
so entangled in the wreck of the main-mast as to pree
chide every hope'of its being drifted to the shore, It
was exposed to all the fury of the tempest, and the un-
happy men who ¢lung to it had no other resource than
to abandon that on which a little before Lhey had placed
their greatest refiance. - They, therefore, sought to re-
cover the wreck; the efforls of some were successful,
bat the strength of others was, by this time, entirely

" exhausted.
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The two young midshipmen, with Mr. Kent, and
. about sixteen of the crew, amsong whom was the cap-
tain's cook, were lost on this occasion ; the others, by
c‘mgmg to the spars, and swimming as well as they were
able, regained the ship. john Newman, a quarters
master, and snother, after remaining two hours on a
part of the raft were at last saved. :

About half past eleven o’clock the ship was under wa-
ter, excepling & small parl of one side of the fore-castle,
The captain, officers, and men, were then obliged to res
pair to the fore-top, and into the fore-rigging, it being
the only refuge they had left, as the whole of the fore-
caslle was at times under, water; the waves frequently
rising as high as twoor three rallinga of the fore-rigging.

. Meanwhile the ship was cantioually striking on the
sgnd, with such vislence that the stumps of the main
- and mizen-masts were frequently raised 10 or 15 feet
. from their steps; and what appears almost incredible is,
that during the night she actually hove the stump of the
mizen-mast corppletely overboard. _

A poor sick foreigner, a seaman, was lying in his
hammock on the gun-deck till the sea washed him to the
fore hatch-way, Some of the men vbserving hin situa-
"lion canght hold of him, and lifted him apon deck ; they
afterwards placed him in the cook’s hemmock, and put
on him what dry clothes they could find. Heré he re-
mained Gill the waier washed him o the fire-place ; Lhe
men then unshipped the upper part of the fumcel,. drag-
ged him up through the chimney, and did all that was
possible for his assistance, covering him up with bags
and clothes; but he was, at length, fromen fo death on
the fore-castle, near the cal-head,
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The forestop-sail-yard hanging down before the fore-
sail, the caplain, and some others, got upon it lo baa
dittle screened from the severity of the weathers others
haaled the main-lop-mast.slay-sail, which ‘bung loose
shaltthe fore-past, round the fore-shrouds, to shelier
themselves as much as possible, expecling ‘every mo-
tment that the fore-mast would go over,

In this wretched siluation they remained five or six
hours; saffering the greatest hardships from the violence
of'the sea, and the inclemency of the weather, even the

" hair of their heads being clotled with icicles, when, at
length; a boat, with ]'ug-saﬂs, came off from Margale 03
thelr assistance. ]

The flashes of the guns, fired on the evening on:which
the'Hindostan struck, had been observed on the.shore
to conlinue at uncertain intervals 111l ten o'clock, The
suppasition among the mariners of Margate was, that the
Hindostan had stood in need of assistance from the In=
dia yacht, which was in atlendance, and, from her lea~
ving off firing, that it had been afforded. From the stale
of the wind .and sea it was impossible for any boats to
put off from that harbar, tilt twelve o’clock, whep the
Lord Nelton, manned with sixtcen brave [ellows, among
whom was ane of her owners, John Brothers, by whose
solicitation principally they were induced to go, put off
from the pier, al the bazard of their lives, and the risk
of their boat.  They reached the ship soon afier two in
the woming, little expecling te find her in the distzessing
and deplorable situation which they then beheld, with
only one miast standing, the greatest part of her hull vay
der water, and unaccompanied by the _}acht which bad
aitended her before dark, .

VoL, ii., N
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© +They td hitherto suppoed that the sleop’ had fre-
Aerved the crew ; but what “were the  feelings of these
*Brave mven; when,' upon' a“wearer approach, they beheld
the'baws of the sy, -and what rigging-remained; bleck-
“enad- with the bodles of the-distressed: sufferers; and
“witen they came wilhin hail, the cries of the unfortumate
beings caused tears to bedew those faces which are. not
“msed o lurn pale at the iapproach of death-in his most
Aerrificforms They: apprdached the wreck with-equal
Trudence rnd intrepidity. 1t was about four o’clock be-
forethesboat conld ‘comne near enough’ for the pilot, offi-
‘wwers; and anen, toi get- on board, = few-at a time ; some
catching hold of her shrouds as she approached, aod
rethers fumping indo her from the fore-castle;and tat-
‘hesd, By these meznyabout ninety of the ship’s com-
pany gotsafelyon biourd of the boat.
* "The' ship’s cook, »named ' Amlerson;-endeavoring to
jump into ihe boat framm the catehead, unforiunately
struck his-hekd against the boat’s gunnel; wilh such vio-
fence that “he 'was killed-on the-spot, * Mra-Brisvee, the
Ehropen y’s surveyor, “whilé endeavoring to gel mto the
boat,was thrown. overborrd' by-a'sope «which pot feat
oféim, The'men, witha boat-hook, ‘caught hold of
his ceat, ‘which give-way, they ugain. caught hold of it
in’Lhe same manner, and-again ibgave way. At fengtir,
after great exertiony they pwoved successful, snd deagged
§itn safely-on board. * Béing a'lusty ‘man, he had stowéd
hie pocketsgad his shirt all round him full of bottie-corks
- wwhich he hiad found after theship struck; cenceiving of
they wosld be of service 10 keep him floating " in case of
hecessity. ‘Mr. Briscog escaped from a sithilardisasten,
a few years before, on board of the Menry-Addington,
wrecked on Bembridged.edge, cutward bound.
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¢ .Some of the.crew-happening to mention that the ship's
anchor had-been cut away from-the bows, the master of
‘the boat: was afraid to stay any longer near the wreck.
:He therofore hauled off to'his anchqr, where he lay till
day-fight, leaving on board the wreck aboul thirly men,
-among whom was Mr. Torner, the second mate.

During the night Lhe Company’s yacht had picked up
-tha-Hindostan’s joily-boat,: and approachmg the wreck
abaut half past seven, on- Wednesday morning, she dis-
patched the.boat to the relief of those who had been
defi behind. After laking three turns of these men b
the Margate vessel, the remainder, being about pine or
+en, with Mr. Tarner, the second mate, were safely
conveyed to the yacht, Belore Lheir departure the bae
ker-was found frozen to death in the fore-rigging,
and thethird officer’s servant lifeless on the fore-cas-
tle. ..Many, through the severity of the weather, had
their limbs frozen, and some were even deprived of lhexr
speech,

Mr. Turner was the last person that-quitted the wreck.
Jt was then.about nine o'clock, and nearly low water.
The water bad leit the upper.deck, and the ship wag
severed into three pieces; one parting being even with
the main-mast, and the other behind the fore-mast.

The Margate boat then set sail for Whitstable, where
she safely landed ell -the officers and men she had-on |
board. The yachl preceeded with Mr. Turner, and the
remainder of the crew, Lo Londonh.

Thus, oul of 143 persons, en board at the time of the
fatal accident, 199 were saved : the sufierers, therefore

_were 14, most of whom were swept fiom the-raft be-

fore the arrival of the boat. ‘The captain, officers, and
F2
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'crew, lost every thing they had on board, as well a3 the
-passengers, who were waiting, at Deal to join the ship;
some of them were females, and were thus fortunately
exempled from the dangers and hardships they would
otherwise have had to encounter.

Among those who were missing was Mr. Clarke, a
cadet and passenger for Madras, who was at first sup-
posed to have perished when the raft was washed over-
board, If this were the case, he must afterwards have.
regained the ship, for on Saturday, the 22d, his body
was drawn op out of the hold by some beatmen of Whit-
siable, wha were endeavoring fo save what they could
from the wreck, The body and clothes of the uafor-
{unate youth were nearly - cavered with tar. He was
carried to Margate, and interred at that place by
his brother.  Another afflicling circumstance to Mr.
Clarke’s family happened on he very same day . as the
loss of the ship, i the death of his father, in Lon-
" den,
~ The Hast-India Company, with that. I:beral:ty by
. which it bas been invariably distinguished, rewarded,
with a present of five hundred guineas, the exertions of
the brave men whose intrepidity preserved the lives of
such a number of citizens {o the community, to their far
milies, and friends.

The valuc of the cargo of the Hindostan was estima-
ted al 70,000/. She had gn board about forty-five
thousand ounces of siver bullion, private properly, on
freight; and was completely stored for sea,

Soon after the wreck was abandoned, it went ene
yirely %0 pieces, Lut through the perseverance and in-
defatigable lsbor of the cailors from Margats and

3
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the neighboring ports, a considerable part of the la-
ding was recovered from the boitom of the deep, and
amcmg' the rest, about 11,000/, worth of dollars, which
were safely lodged in the hands of Messrs. Cobb, of
Margate,

rs



DFFLORABLE SITUATION OF THE CREW -
‘oF
THE FPRENCH SHTIP LE J4CQULS,

On her retern from Brasil 1o Lurope, occasivned by an extraordi-
nory Famine, and the bad Srate of the Vessel, in 1558,

.

i e

Circomstances which ied to the Establishment of & French Colony
in Brasij—~Emigration of some Proteatants to thet Country—
Cruel Conduct of the Governor—Ln conyequence of which they
resoive 1o retura to France—Wrerched State of 1he Ship-.-Nu-=
metous Dangers enceantered by the Crew.Dreadiul Fawine
_on Board—Exiremities to which the Crew were reduced—-The
Vessel mabes the Const of France-—Eahausted State of the Men
fmm she Sufferings they bhad endured..

OF 811 the disasters to which mariners are-subfect, the
want of provisions is doubtless one of the most dread-
fal. Inthe history of the return of the French ship Le
Jacques from Brasil to France, Jéan de Lery gives an
account of an extraordinary famine on board that vessel,
attended with circumstances which make the reader
shudder with horrer.  As it is necessary, for the sake of
conoection, we shall introduce a brief sketch of the voy-
age o Brasil, and of the events prece&img the relurn of
the ship 1o Europe.

In 1555 Nicolas Durand de Villegagnon, a knight of
Malta, and vice-admiral of Brelagne, having embraced
the new doclrines, and being, doubtless, embittered by
variou’ crosses in the execdtion of his office, conceived
the design of forming a colony of protestants in Ame-




TEE ranicm 'SHER LE,JACQUEL, i}

rigHs. Tins knight, was- brave, enterprising, a man of
gseat dalents, and more learning. ihap commonly falls 1o,
the lot of a soldies, He .‘conc_ealqd-his. nutentions ab
court, under the simple .pretext of forming, a.French e
tablishment in the new world, after the example.of the
Spaniards and Portuguese ; and: obtained of -Hengy I,
three vessels, well equipped, which he marned. with ei-
ther seered or professed Calvinists. He.sailed.from Hi =
vre-de-Grace in the month of - May, and did-not srrive,
at Beasil till the. November following., Villegagnom
there.anchored in a smajl river, nesrly. suder the tropig
of Capricars, whers he taok possession.of asmall island,
and erected on it a fort, which he calied Fori Coligpy.
The work was scescely begun wheu. hé sent the ships
hack o France, with lelters to the court, in whiclt hay
gavean account of his situation, and othess to some friendn
a4 Geneva. .
. These letters prodaced the effect which he expected.;
The church of Geneva eagerly seized the opporiunily,
of exiending itself in a remote region, where its parti-
zans wese likely to enjoy that liberty which, was denigd,
thers in France The admiraf de Coligny, their professed.
patron,, to whom Villegagnon.had disclased his.design,
“warmly interested himself in its success, He, therefors,
earnestly selicited, by letter, an old gentleman, Philip
de Corguillesay, but better kuown by the.name .of Duas,
pont, to put himself at the bead of the-emigrams for Bra-
sil. Dupont had, some time before, retired to Geneva,_
where he was considered a man of consummate pru--
. dence and grest zeal for the cause,  He, at first, refused,
on account of his age, and the leagth of the voyage, but.
the urgent soficitations of Calvin aflerwards prevailed on.
him to comply.
' F 4
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The reputation of the leader induced many indivi-
duals, of all ranks, to accompany him to Brasil, and the
consistory appointed two ministers, of approved merit,
4s their spiritual advisers, Dupont, however, candidly -
dcquainted all those who presented themselves, that

they would have to go two hundred and fity leagues by
land, and above two thousand by sea, andthat Brasil,
the land of promise, was eneultivated and unhealthy.
Most of them, in consequence, returned to their homes ;-
the two- ministers, with only fourteen others, {amung
whom was' Jean de Lery, then 22 years of age) perse-
vered in their intention, and Jelt Geneva the 10th of Sep-
tember, 1356, ] .
* As they were toembark et Honflenr, they look Rouen’
on their way, snd there picked up afew recruits, All

 these emigrants went on board three ships of war, equip-
Jed at the king's expence, and commanded by Bois la-
Comte, Villegagnon's nephew, with the rank of Vice-
admiral. :

On the 7th of March, 1557, the squadron entered
the mouth of Rio Janeiro. Upon the discharge of the
gunia the colonists hastened o the shore, and those of
board testified equal impatience lo join their new com-
panions, ' : ‘ '

Villegagnon embraced all the passengers, and re-
ceived them very cordially, The:e demonsirations, on
his side, «continued above a month, ** But {says Lery)
as it & not easy to dissemble long, it was soon perceived
that no great reliance coukd be placed on a proselvte
like him.” The chevalivr, eiller wishing to make hisv
peace with the cour!, by which he had been bitterly re~
“proached with changing his religion, or being naturally
fickle, to the no small surprise of his followers, involved
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himsell in disputes concerning the doctrine of Calvin, -
and especially on the subject of the Lord"s Supper. He,
every day, required the ministers to adopt new prac-
tices, and Lo make allerations in the administration of the
Sacramenis. Al length he entirely (hrew -aside the
mask, snd eeased {0 regard the protestants with a friend«
ly eye. .

Lery relates several instances of Villegagnon's cruelty ;:
he even acknowledges, that had not the protestants,
whe were sufficiently numerous o render themselves
formidable, been restrained by the fear of displeasing:
the Admiral de Coligni, they would have seized one of
the varions opportunities that preserted themselves, to:
get rid of him.  But they were contented with holding.
thuir meetings anknown 10 him, and in.particular with.
chusing the night for the celebration of the Holy Com-
masion.  This conduct, which he could not fail to per-
cetve, and the uneasiness jt gave him, caused him 1o
declare that he would no lenger suffer any protestants-
Lo reside in his fori.

4 Thus, (adds Lery) afler hawng a.smsled to ereck the
forl, we were obliged o leave it, and even 1he island,.
-and 19 wait the departure of a ship for Havre, which-
had come for a cargn of dying-wood, We retired to
the sea<coast, to the lefl of the river’s mouth, lo a place,.
denominated by the French, La Brigueterie, and only
lialf a.league distant from the mouth of theriver. Here
Lhe savages, more humane than Villegagnon, supplied us
with provisions. They were var only resource during
o whole months,”

La Briqueterie, whither the prolestants had relired,.
was a .épot where a few wretched huts had been cons
strucled by the French, for the accommodation of Lhose

Fa :
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who wentouta fishing, or were: broughtto that place :

by any -olher cause, This:reireat, wes however, so .

convenient, that the fugitives would gladly have setled:

titere, if they-conld have entertained:eny hopa of being:
able 1o shdke-ofVillegagmon's anthorilys
" - During the- residence of ‘the protesiants at fa-Brique~-
terie they were joined by some of Villegagnon's peo-.
Ple, disgasted with his yoke, which daily became more
oppressive,  The fear of further desertions-caused him:
t¢ use his authoriy to- hasterr their departu:’e He,
tRerefore, wrote 1o Fariban, the captam of a ship which
ldy at ‘anchor at the-mouth-of the river, that he might
thke them on board, and‘even sent them a wrilten per-
mission to depart, signed with his own hand. But this
conduct Lery ascribesto the blackest treachery. “Ina
sinali box, {says he} which he delfivered o the master of
the vessel, covered with oiled-cloth, asis usual at ses,
#nd filled- with letiers Lo different persons in France, he
had hikewise inclosed an accusation against us, drawn
up without our knowledge, expressty requiring the first
jedge in France, to whom it was lo be delivered, to de-
tgin-and burn us-as heretics, which le declared us to
He:? This vessel, cailed’ St. le Jacques, having come
pleted hercargo of dying-wood, pepper, colton, monkies,
parrots; and other prodections of the country, weighed
anchor on the 4th of January, 1558, The whole crew
seamen and passengers, consisted of forty-five men, ex-
clusive of the captain and the master,
. We shall give, in Lery’s words, the narrative of the
return of the protestants to France, which presenis an
wninterrupted series of the most extraordinary. scenes.
-« We had {says he) to doible extensive shallows, in-
terspersed- with rocks, and reaching about thirty lesgues

i mn cp———
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into the sex.  The wind ‘being unfavorable for: our
guitling - the land, without coasling. along it, we were,
#t first; tempted to return to the mouth of the river,
" However;_after sailing seven.or eight-days, ihe sailors,
who were one night.at works at:the pump, feund. that
they coold not-empty it, ttoagh they had counted above
four thousand ‘strokes.. The mele, surprited at an aeci-
dent which mobody had suspected, went dowminto the
hold, and discovered not ounly that the searas had ‘open~
ed in several places, but that the ship wae so full of -
waster as to be gradually sinking.  All bands-being .
called up, the consternation was extreme, Thair situa~
Hon seemed so desperaie.that most prepaved themselves
for deatb, in the expectation that the ship would mslantl ¢
founder.

© ¢t Some, however; and myseif zmvong the rest, resolved
o exertoar uimost efforts o prolong our lives a few mow
ments. By incessant labor we: kept the-ship sfloat;
with two pumps, 11 noon, that is, nearly twelve hours;
during: which the waler continued 1o enter in such.abuns
dancey that ‘we weve unable to dimmish its-depeh,. Thig
waterpassing through. the heaps of Brasil: wood, with
which the shipi was. laden; was dischasged by the pipes
asTed as biood. . The canpenter; with theassistance of
the- most intalligent: sermen, at length. discovered the
most dangerous leaks, and succeeded.in stoppmg them
with: lard, lead, and-cloth. -

+ We meanwhile:percerved: land, and.all rendud to
relur to.it; having a favorable wind for that purposes
Fhe carpenter; who, -in his researches, had: perceived
that the ship waa entirely worm-eaten, likewise coine
eided:in :thiv -opinien:  Bul the: master fea:mg\ test he

rs B . ! |
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should be deserled by the sailors, if he once made the
shore, chose ralher to risk the less of his life than of his
cargo, and declared that he was detlermived 10 conlinue
his course. He, however, offered the passengers a bark
to return to Brasil; upon which Dupont, whom we still
regarded as our leader, replied, that he weuld likewise
proceed to France, and advised all his people to accom-

pany him. The mate, upon this, cbserved, that, bes -

sides the dangers of the navigation, he foresaw the
voyage would be of length, and the ship was not furnish-
wd with sufficient provisions. The two-fold spprehension
of famine and shipwreck caused six of us 1o resolve upon
returning to the shore, from which we were not above
wine or len leagues digtant.

* The bark was given us, and we removed into her
all that belonged 10 us, together with a small quantity
of faur and waler. While we were taking leave of
our friends, one of them, who was particelarly atlached
o me, extending his hands towards the bark in which
1 was, said to me: ¢ Lintreal you lo remain with us.
Consider, that if we cannol arrive in France, we ares
more likely tolive in security, either on some other island,
of upon the continent, than under the authority of Ville.~
g gnun, from whom we must never expact any favor.”
MHis intreaties made such an impression upon me that § -
hastened ogain on board, Jeaving part of my baggage in -
the bark,  The five others, with tears, bade us farewel,
and reiorced to Brasil. T caonot. omil ubserving, that ¥

" am thankful to heaven for having led me o adopt-ihe
sdvice of my friemt,  Qur five companions having reach.
ed Lhe land, afier encountering numerous difficulties, were

immediately confined by Villegagnon, who even put
three-of them to death,
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* ¢ The Norman vessel then set sail, the perfect resem-
blance of a coffin, those whom she contained expecting -
mach rather to be. buried, ‘every moment, beneath the
waves, than to reach the place of their destinatiun, ‘B« -
“sides the difficulty of passing the shoals, she was the sport
of continual tempets during the whole month of January; -
and as she continued to make much water, she would
have perished a hundred times a day if all bands bad nok .
been kept incessanliy at the two pumps. ’

« By this time we were two hundred leagues from”
the coast of Brasil, when we discovered an uninhabited
istand, perfectly round, and not above half a league in
crcumlerence.  As we passed very close to it, we ob-
served that it was covered witl: trees, of a.beautiful ver-
dure, and contained a prodigious number of birds, some
of which lefl their retreals and perched upon the masty
of our ship, where they suifered themselves to bé canght
by the hand. Among them some were black, grey,
white, and of other colours: all were of species un-.
known in Europe, and appeared very large when fiy--
ing, but when caught and plucked were not larger than
a sparrow.  We perceived some pointed, buf not very
lofiy rocks, which made us apprehensive of meeling
with others underneath the water; a disaster which
would doubtless have relicved us for ever from the la-
bout of the pumps. We, however, cleared them without.
accident.  During the whole passage, of about fve
months, we saw no olher land than these small islands,.
which our pilot did not find to be Juid down on his

chart, and which, probabiy, had never belore been dis-
cuovered, .

]

. On the thitd of February we foand, that, in seven
weeks, we had not made more thay one third of ous

1
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way: As our provisions diminished very fast, it way
proposed to bear away for Cape 61. Roch, where some
old seamen assured us that we should be able to procure--
refreshments, But the mejority advised that we should -

" eat-the parrots and other birds; of which we had brought
away great numbers; and their opinion prevailed.

-1 Qur misfortunes began with a quarrel between the -
mate and the.pilot, who, to aggravale each other, then..
went so far as to neglect their duty, On the 26th of:
March, the pilot being at the helm, in his turn, for three
hbure, hekept all the sails set, when a vinlent sgnally
amaited the versel with such force-that she was ‘com--
pletely thrown on one side, so that the fops of the masts~
were ihmersed in. the water. The cablas, the hen~
coops, and all the boxes which were ot lashed: fast,
were swept averboard, and the vessel was on the point’
of -upseiting. ~The rigging, however, being inslantly-
cut away she righted again by degrees. The danger,
though exlreme, lended 'sa litdle to produce a reconcili-
alion-belween the:two enemies, that the. moment it was:
past they attacked each other and fought with the most:
savage ferocity, notwithstanding all the endeavors that
werermade-to pacify them.

. « This was only the ‘beginning of a horrid series of
colamitics: - A few days afterwards, in a calm ses, the
earpenter, and other artisans, in the atlempt to relieve
those who were laboring at the pumps, were so unfor-
tanate- as lo- remove, among others, a large piece of

. wood in'the ship’s hold ; upon which the water rushed
ip with such impetnosity that he affrighted workmew
hurried breathless upon deek, unable to give anac-
count of the danger. At length they cried; ina fa
mentable veices * We arelost ! We are fost I - Uport
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this the:captain, master, and pilot, not doabting of the-
magnitude of the danger, determined instantly to:pat.
the ship aboat, ordereda grest quantity of Brasil.wood:
and other -acticles 1o be thrown overbeard, and conelu- -
ding .to abandon the vessel, they first provided-for their;
own safety. The pilot fearing lest:the boat should be-
overloaded by the numbers who dermanded. a place in.
her, took his station, wilh a cutlass in bisthand, and des.
clared he would dispatch the firgt wha-should endeavor-
to enter.  Seeing vurselves thus lefl to the mercy of the:
sea, recollecting the former danger from which. Provie
dence had delivered us, and being alike indifferent to
Jife and death, we who remained fell to work with all
our -strengili,-to pump out the walter, and if possible 1on
- keep the ship from sinking. We had the satisfaction to:
find that (he water did not gain upon us.

* * Bot the mest happy consgquence of our reso!uuom
was, that it caused us to hear the voice of our carpenter,.
who, thoagh small in stature, was a yoang man of \great
spirit, and had not, like the -others, guitted the ship’s:
hold. | Qn the contrary, taking off his jacket he spread:
it over the largest leak, and stood npon it with both feel
to prevent the entrance of the watery the violence of
which, ashe- afterwards informed us, lifted b up'se-
veral limes, Inthis situstion be shonted with all bis
roight, desiring us to bring him cloths, colton, and
other things, to stop the leak, till'he should be able lor
de’il more effectualty. I vneed not say that his demand
was instantly complied with, and thus we were. presers
ved from this danger.

- * We.conlinued steering, somelimes to the east-and
sometimes to- the.west, which was not pur way ; foz

.
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our pilot, who did not perfectly undersiand his business,
was ne longer able to observe his route. In this uncer- -
tainty we proceeded till we came to the iropic of Cancer,.
where we sailed a fortnight on a sea covered with grass
and marine plants. These were so thick and close that
we were obliged to open a passage through them for the
ship. Here we were near perishing by anciher acci- -
dent. Our gunner being employed in drying some
powder in an tron pof, left it so long apon the fire that
“the powder exploded, and the fire spread so rapidly
from-one end of the ship to the other that sails and rig~
ging were instantly in flames.

« They had nearly commaunicated to the wood, which
being covered with pitch, would svon have taken fire,
and have burred us alive in the midst of the ocean,
Four men were much injured by the fire, and one
of them died a few days afterwards, [ should have

. expertenced the same fate had I nol covered my face-
with my hat, which defended me from its effects; so.
that [ escaped with Only the tips of my ears and my hair
* scorched.” .

This misfortune-Lery reckons only among those which.
he cails the prefude,

.+ It wiis now (he continues) the 15th of Aprii, and
we had still a run of 500 leagues before us,  Our prow
visions fell so short, that notwithstanding the retrench-
ment we had already made, it- was resoived that we.
should be confined to only hulf of 1his reduced allow-
ance. This measare, however, did not prevent our
provisions {rom being exhausied by (he end of the
month.  Our misfortune was occasioned by the igno-
-rance of the pilot, who imagined that we were nean
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Cape Finisterre, in Spain, while we were in the lalis
tude of the Azores, at least 300 leagues distan from it,
This cruel error suddenly reduced us to the last resource,
which was, to sweep the store-rooms where the biscuit -
was kept. Here we found more worms and rat’s dung

“than crumbs of bread. These sweepings were distrie
buted by spoonfuls, and made 2 soup as black and more
bitter than soot. Those who had any parrots left {for
most had ealen their’s fong before this time) resorted to
this kind of foud, at the beginning of May, when the or-
dinary provisions failed. Two seamen, who died of
hanger, were thrown overboard; and to prove the mi-
serable state to which we were reduced, one of our
sailors, called Nargue, selanding reclined agains! the
main-mast, afier swallowing his eyes, whichk he.could
not digest, I reproached him for not assisting the others
{o set the sails; the poor man, in a low and lamentable
voice, replied: « alas, T cannot,” and instantly dropped
down dead,”

The horrors of this situation were augmented by the
roughness of the sea, so thal, either from want of skill,
or strength 1o manage the sails, they were obliged to reef
the sails, and even 1o lash the rudder fast.  Thus the ves-
sel was lefl to the mercy of the winds and waves, The
vafavorable weather likewise deprived them of the only
hope they had left, that of taking some fish,

* * Thus (continues Lery) all op board were reduced
to the lowest degree of weakness and debility. Ne-
cessity obliged us to consider and contrive in what man-
ner to appease our hunger, Some cut in pieces the
skins of an animal called Tapireussou, and boiled them in
waler, but this method was not approved of. Others laid
them on the coals, and when they were a litile biniledy
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scraped:them-wiih.a knife-and ate them : this evpedient
‘preved so successful that we imagined it to he broiled
sward of bacon.  Afier this experiment, those who had
any of these sking preserved them with the greatest care 3
and being:as hard as dried ox-hide, they required to be
out withy - haichels, end. other iron. instruments, Some
even:ate their leather stocks, and their sheea. The ca-
bin-bnys, pressed with hanger, deveured all the horn of
the lanters; and as many candles as they coul get at. But
nclwill;sianding_.our-feeb}eness-and bunger, we wese
obliged, for {ear of foundering, to stigh tathe pumpemight
and day.:
.. % Abaut the 12th of -May our gunner, whom I had
seen eating.the intestines of a parrot quite raw, died of _
hunger. We were not-much-gffected by this circufhe
stance, for we were so fan from, thinking of defending
ourselves, if attacked, that. we rather wished to. ba
laken by some pirate who would have given us somes
thing to eal. But we saw, on our return, only a
siigle - vessel, which it was impossible for us to ap-
proach: :
“ After devouring ali: the-leather on. boerd, even ta
the rcoverings of the boxes, we imagined- that our last
mowments were st hand..  Nécessity, however, inspired
same-one with the idea of cutching thetals avd mice,
and we hoped to bp able to take them the more easily
a3 they no longer had any crumbs 1o subsist on, and Tan
aboat the ship in great numbers, dying with huager:
They were pursted with. such .assidoily, and so many
kinds of spares were laid for them, 1hat very few wesa
left. Even 8t night -the men watched for them like
cats. A ral.was of grester importance. than a bullock
¢uo shore, ad Lhe comngn price of one was four crowns,
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Fhey were--beoiled in water, with all thedr infestines,.
which were eaten with the resi of the body. Neither:
the paws, norany of the benes that «conld - possibly be-
made soft, were thrown away.

“ Our water likewise failed ; we had nothing left to:
drink but a small bacrel of cyder, of which the céplain:
aud-officers were extremely sparing. Whenever it ram-.
od, cloths were spread, . with a bullet in-the' middle, to:
caloh the water. They even caught that which ran off
through the-drains of the ship, though more muddy than.
the-waipr inthe kennels,

. We were at last redoced to such exiremity thats
we had nothing left but Brasii wood; which, though
more dry than any other, many, however, in their des-
peir, gnawed between their teeth. Qur leader, Cor-
guilleray Duapont, one day holding a piece in his moutk,.
said to me, with a profound sigh: Alas! my(riend Lery!
the sum of four thousand- {rancs is owing me in Francey
o which I would gladly resign my claim for a halfpesny:
roll and. & single glass.of wine. As to owr minister, M.
Richer, the good man, during-our dtslmasas. being cons
fined 10..his hammock, was unabla. to zzise his head to
pray to:God, 1o whom his supphcations were, however,
incessantly dircoteds: Fle died soun after our arrival at:
Ruehelle. : -
« * [ shall here- observe by. the waey, that Ihave not -
only seen in othersy but myself félt, ihat when the bedy
i+ debilitated, nature exhausied, and the senses bewils
dared by the dusipstion of the spirits, this situalion rens
ders men ferocious, and produces a savege dispositiony
whicl-may be-denomivated a-speciev of madnes. I
was, lheretore, not wihoub reason, that God, when
theeatening. his peopls with famine, emphatically .des
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clared, that he, who had before abhorred cruelty, would
then become so ferocious as to wish 10 devour his neigh-
bor, and even his wife, and children, whenever he cast
* his eyes on them. We have an instance of parents eat-
ing their own child at the siege of Sancerre, and anvther
of some soldiers, who having begun with feeding upon
 the bodies of Lhe enemies, whom they had killed in bat-
tle, alterwards acknowledged, that had the fgmine con-
tinued, they had resolved to devour the living, For our
parts, such a horrible and savage disposition prevailed
on board our ship, that we conld scarcely speak to each
other without flying into a passion, nor even without
wishiul looks and side-glances, accompanied with a2 mu-
tual desire Lo devour each other.
# On the 15th and 16th of May two sailors died of no
other complaint than ihe weakness caused by famine,
We greatly regretted one of them, named Rolieville,
who eﬁcouraged us by the vivacity of his disposition,
and in our greatest dangers and distresses always said:
* My friends, this is nothing.” Notwithstanding 1 had
participated in the horrors of this dreadful famine, du-
ring which every thing that could be eaten had been
devoured, I still kepl in secret a parrol, almost aslarge
‘as a deck, which had the most beautiful plumage, and
pronounced as dislinctly as a man, whal he had been
taught by the interpreter of whom 1 had him, of the
French language and that of the savages. The great
desire [ had, of making a present of him to the Admiral,
induced me to keep him concealed five or six days,
though I had no food of any kind to give him. B,
" like the rest, he was sacrificed 1o necessily and:the ap-
prehension of Lis being taken from me during the night.
1 ihrew away nolhipg but the feathers ; all the rest, thas
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.13, net dnly the body but likewise the intestines, fect,
claws, and beak, supported myself and my friends four
days. My regret was, however, very great, when, on
the fifth day, we discovered land. Birds of this species
being able to dispense with’ diink, he would not have
required more than three nuts to subsist upon in that

- interval. _ : :

« At length the Almighty, taking compassion on so
many miserable wretches, extended almost motionless

.. upun the deck, brought us on the 24th of May, 1538,
within sight of the coast of Bretagne. We had been
deceived so oflen by the pilot that we durst scarcely
give credit to the first cries announcing this happy in-
telligence. We were, however, soon convinced that
we were within view of our native land,  After retusn-
ing thanks to heaven, the master of the ship publicly
declared, that, had our situation continued but another
Aday, he had taken the resolution, not to draw lots, as

..has somelimes been done in sueh cases, but, without

-informing any person of his design, to kill one of us for

--the rest to subsist upon. This produced in me the less
‘horror, as,. notwithstanding my companions were redu-

. ced.to mere skelelons, he would not have selected me
for the first victim, excepling he had wished to eat only
skin and bone.

'+ We found that we were very near Rochelle, where
our seamen had wished to unload the ship and dis-
pos of their Brasil wood. The master, afier coming
lo an anchor (wo or three leagues from the shore,
went in the boat, accompanied by Dupont and some
others 0 purchase provisions at Hodierne, from which
we were not far distanl., Two of our companions
.ho were of the party, no sooner set their feet qn
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-shore, than, .impélled by the recollection of their dx-
“fresses and the -fear of being again involved in them,
i they betook themselves to flight .without wailing for
- their baggage, -at the same time protesting they woutd
“never return fo the ship. The othery immediately
-returned -with all- kinds - of - provisions recommending
to their famished comrades to use them at first with’
. ¢ moderation. :

o We were now solicitous only 1o repair lo Rochelle,
swhen a French- vessel passing -within hail, injormed
-us that the whole cuast was infested by piretes.  On ae-
«count of our feehle stale which would have rendered it
“impossible for us to - meke: any deferee, -we onani=
smously agreed to follow the wessel from which we
-had received this intelligence. Thus, without losing
-sight of her, we came {0.an anchor on the 268th in the

port of Blavet. _

“ Among other ships of war lying in that port thers
-was one belonging - to “S1. Maloes, which -had taken
“and brovght in a Spanisir ship -relurning from Peru,
-with a wvaluable cargo, valued at- upwards of £0,000
‘ducats. The report of this having spread through all
‘ France, a great ' number of wmerchants from Paris,
7Lyons, -and other-places, had urrived to ‘make pur-
chases, This was fortanate for us; for-m:iny of them
- beingnear our ship whetr we were lending, they not only
~led us by the arm, Jike people incapable of standing.
-but hearing what -we had duffered: from -famive, they
- exherted us 1o beware of eating toe much, and made
us, ab-first, “take chicken-broth, - goats' miik, and other
“things proper lo enfarge our - stomachs, which Jong
~fasting had excessively- contracted. Those who fol-
1lowed this-advice - recovered. - As (o the satlors-who

]
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‘wished to- glut- themselves onlhe very first'day, 1
believe, that out of twenty who survived the fammc.
more than haif- gorged- to such-a degree ‘as o produce
sudden death. © Of the passengers, fifieen in numbet,
‘not one died, either on shore orat sea, Being nothing
but skin and bone, we should mot only have been taken
Tor corpses dug-out of their graves, but as soon as we be«
gan 10 breathe (he-tand-air," we felt such a disgust of all
sorts of victuals, and myselfin particular, that when I
brought towards my nose a glass of wine which was given
me, I feli backwards in a stale which made me imagine
that I was about toexpire. Being put to bed, I slept so
soundly for the first Lime that I did not awake 111l the fol-
lewing day. '

¢ After resting four days at Blavet, we repaired to
Henneban, a small town only two leagues distani where
the aitention of physicians, and a strict regimen, did
not prevent most of us from swelling fiom the crown
of the head to the solé- of the feety Three or four, of
whom I was one, were affected only from the waist
downwards.” o o

But Lery and his companions were menaced with ano-
ther danger, which hitherto they had not suspecled. It
will be recollected that Villegagnon had defivered to the
master of the vesse! a box containing his leiters, and an
accusation was transmilted to the judge of Lhe place
where the box should be first opened. This was done
at Hennebon, and the accasation was transmitted 1o the
judges. But Dupont was acquainted with some who
were as much atlached to the Church of Geieva as he
himself, and who, instead of paying attention 1o the odi~
ous‘charges, suppressed them, and were the more anx-
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ious lo do good offices for those against whom they were
directed. )

. The French esiablishment in Brasil fell, through the
* wmisconduct of Villegagnon, into the hands of the Portu-
guese. He relurped to France, where he did not cease
1o persecute the followers of Calvin, and died in the
month of December, 1571, ina commandery of the order
of Malta, near $t. Jean de Nemours. '
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THE ADVENTURES OT
MADAME DENOYER,

Who was turned adrift +a & Boat, in'the oper Sis, betwoba tho-
Babama Isizuds &nd Cuba, in 1706,

. . -Il .- "

AL Denoyer embatis with his Femily at Shathha, in St. Domingd,
for Cape Frangois.--He receives on board two shipwrecked Em
glishmen, by whom he is inhemanly murdered—TFhey (urn his
Wife and Family adrifi in' & Canoe~—Their deplorable Sitvation

“and Distrésses—-They are disvovered by a Vedsel, amd recuived
on-botrd-.Artivail at Néw Oflens! :

Tex distressing’ situation to which Madame Denoyer,
a courageous and unfortunate Creole of Cape Prancois,
in St. Domingo, was reduced; ust affect’ every (ender
and virtuous mind. Her narrative shew's into what exs
cesses the base desire of gain’is sometimes capable of -
leading men: '

M., Dénoyer, an inhabitant of Cape Francois, where
hie hatl gained universal estetm; with a vi€w to improva
his circumstantes, formed the design of seltling at Sa-
thatia, a'bay in the portion of 8t. Domingo, then belongs
ipg to Spain. This ihtention he codimunicated to hls
~wife, by whom it was approved of. -

After residing a year at Samana, Madamve Denoyer
requested herhushand to retorn to Cape Frangois, where
her native alr was'mork favorable to her health, M.
Denoyet was too forid of hls wife not 1o comply -
with her desire. They, accordingly, embarked in a
stall vessel belonging to them, witha child sevent years

VoL, I G
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oid, another at the breast, and a female negro servant,
called Catherine. While they were preparing for the
voyage, an English vessel was lost upon the coast; the
crew, however, had the good fortune 10 reach the land.
As (here wast'at Samana a small French ship just ready
#'sail, the shipwrecked men, eight in number, intreated
‘the cornmander, the Sieur Vetrier, to receive them on
board, and to take them either to Cape Frangois, or
Monte Christo. Being unable to accommodate shem all,
he proposed to M. Denoyer to take two of them in his
bark, Que of these was the captain, whose name was
JYohn, and the other was called Young,

M. Denocyer, being a man of a humane d:sposmon,
received them with pleasure, gave them linen and clothes,
treated them with the utmost kindness, in return for
which they promised all the assistance in their power 1o
their benefactor,

M. Denoyer set sail at the bcgmnmg of March, 1766,
having likewise on board two French seamen, whom he
Had hired to navigate the vessel. As they steered ibeir
course close in shore, when they arrived opposite the
babitation of Manuel Borgne, several leagues distant
from the place of 1heir departure, the two French sea-
wen requested M. Denoyer, to put them on shore, as the
assistance of the two Englishmen, whom he had so hos-
pitably received, would be sufficient. 'With this request.
M. Denoyer complied.

. About ten o’cleck the following morming M, Denoyer,
wllh the help of the two Englishmen, set sail. They.
came to an anchor, in Lhe evening, ata place called
Grigti, a league from Porto Plata, on the porth coast of
"St. Domingo. They supped together near the shore,
alter which, covering the poop wilh palmetto-leaves,
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and erecting a king of awning, they placed anderneath it
% maliress for Madame Denoyer, her too chitdren, and
BEgro servant, to sleep upon. M. Denayer threw him~
self spon another mattress at the feet of his wife, while
* the two Englishmen lay down at the head of the bark.
" They slept soundly il midnight, when they were
awaked by the cries of their infant daughter.  After
milking the goat which they had taken with them, for
the parpose of suckling the child, M. Denoyer lay down'
again, About three or four o’clock in the morning lis
wife was disturbed by the dull sound of a violent blow,
which seemed to be the stroke of a hatcher, on the bed
- of her hushand, whom she heard sigh. Trcmbiing witly
sffright she awoke her black servant, erying: * (Good
God ! Catherine, they are kitling M. Denoyer;” At the
same time she lifted up the cloth which composed the
awning, when John darted towards her bed, with &
hatchet in his hand, and, with a ferocions lovk, threat-
ened to kill her if she made the least motion to rise, and
unless she immedhately Jet down the cloth 5 afler which
the perfidious assasain returned, and with two more
#trokes dispatched his victim; he then bent the sails, and
Young repaired (6 the helm, with the intention of steering
towards New York. .
* At break of day the bark was two leagites distant from
the shore,  Madame Denoyer, overwhelmed with fear,
scarcely had strength to rise from her bed. But what
were her feefings at the horrid spectacle which presented
itself to hereyes? She heheld the mattress, upun which
was extended the mangied body of her busband, floating
on the water! The barbarous John, aggravaling his
crime by the bitterest raillery, said : * Make yonrself
¢aty, Madam, your husband is taking a sound nap.” A
c 2
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moment afterwards he refurned to-her armed with a
dagger, demanding her husband’s arms, and the keys of
his boxes, , .

Madame Denoyer delivered them to him. The vil-
lain having rummaged in every place, without fnding
any money, returned them. The disconsolate widow
then meliing inlo tears, {the source of which seemed
{o have been before dried up by grief and terror) asked
him why he had murdered. her hushand, since he had
ne money? The assassin replied, that it was for the
sake of the vessel, which he had resclved to. take to

Neaw York. Afler these words the monster appeared .

1o relent, and offered the afflicted lady tea and chocolate,
She answered, that she wanted nething; wvpon which
he told her not to grieve, that Lie intended her no injary,
but, on the coptrary, would fand ber on French ground,
with all her baggage.. During the remainder of the
day he feft her al liberty to resign herself emirely. to hea
SOrrow.

It may be supposed that ihe night afforded no repse
to this unfortunnie woman.,  The image of her husband
muardered by villaina whom be had. treated with the at-
most kindpess, incessantly haunled her; their cruelty,

their baseness, their brutality, augmented. her.appre«

hensions, and rendered them stiil more terrible when
she casl her eyes on her beloved infants, While her
mind was eccupied with the most gloemy and most
afflicting ideas, she heard the two executioners of hee
husband planning an. outrage whicly every virlmous
woman dreads more than death itself,  Jobn, the inlge
tmous John, proposed to his compavion te {ake the sec-
vant, teserving the mistress for- himself; but Young
refusing to comply, the villains, afler fastening the helm,
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loy down. The black servant conceived the design of
putting out theit eyes with a nail whilethey were asleep;
but fearing lest they only feigned sleep ; she relinguished
the undertaking.

At the dawning of the following day they set sail, and
kept ot to sea. Madame Denoyer enquired whelher
they intended to take her to New York., They replied,.
that if she wished to go to Cape Frangois, one of Lhem
would take her, the children and black servant thither
in the canoe which they had on board. Anxiety cone
cerning her futare fate, the sight of the villairs, stained
with her husband’s biood, her forlorn situation, ber ap-
prehensions and grief, induced her to accepl this offer,.
though the canoe was very small Lo withstand the fury

- of the waves ; this kind of boat, being rade of a single:
* tsunk of a tree, after the manuer of the savages of Ame-
rica. Having acquainted them with her resolulion, John
told her to pack up ber linenin a bundle, her boxes being,
oo bulky to be removed into the cance. He himself put
mto it a wretched straw mattress, four biscuils, a pitcher
containing ehout four quarts of [resh water, six eggs, and
a small quantily of salt purk.  John having pul into it
the two children and the black servant, searched Madame
Denoyer’s pockets, where he fownd ber husband’s silver
stock-buckle and shoe-buckles, which he tock from her,
together with the linen which she had packed up. Hav-
ing, at lenglh, got into the boat, she wailed wilh impas
tience for the conductor that had been promised her,.
when she saw Young cut the rope by which the boat
was fasicned ; tie then repaired to the helm, while
John set the sails, and the vessel was soon out of sight..
"The sky and the ocean were the only object she had
then. in view.
G5
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Abandaned in the midst of the waves, far from any
coast, the forlen widow demanded relief of her hus-
band’s assassing; she conjured them, with all the elo-
quence of an affectionate mother, to take compassion on
her tnfant offspring.  'When her voice failed she con- .
tinved to supplicate with the most expressive and ale
fecting gestures.  The assassins, deaf to all her intreaties,
abandoned the w wretched family to its fate, snd disap-
peared.

Comternatwn,theexceesof'hergrld the danger which
threatened the objects dearest to her heart, combined
to reduce her Lo a state of (otal insencibility. Her faithe
ful stave employed every method in her power to reco-
wver her mistress. She revived, but only to behold the
abyss ready ta receive her, 1o deplore the wretched sitva-
ation of her beloved children, who were likely. 10 be the
prey of the monsters of 1he deep. She pressed them to
her bosom, bedewed them with her tears, and every time
she cast her eyes upon them she imagined thet she be-
held them for the last time. Resigning hersell entively
to the directinn of Providence, she suflered the canoe 1o
fluat at the will of the waves, _

But the approach of a borribly dark night soon aug-
mented her danger and her apprehensivns.  To crown

. the misforiunes of the distressed family, the wind bvgan .

10 blow with great viclence, the waves rose, and, amidst
their unpeluaut shocks, a sea broke over the canoe,
washed away the biscuit and fresh waler, while the at-
{ention of the wretched women was diverted from such
2 great misfortune only by the fear of being swallowed
up by a wave still more tremendous. It is impossible to
describe the protracted horrors of this terrible night.
The wished-for dawn at length arrived, and brought
calmer weather, but no other consolation. They bes
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held nothing but sky and water, and were ignorant which.
way to direct their course. In this despernie situalion
Madame Denoyer never ceased to implore the assistance
of Providence, the only support of the unfortunale.

In this menner they passed seven days and seven:
nights, exposed to the inclemencies of the weather, with-.
cut deink or food of any kind, excepting a little sait pork, .
Exhasusted with fatigue, the enfeebled mother was every’
moment losing the little strength ahe had left; but in this:
conditlon, the idea of a speedy death was less terribles
then the deplorable state of her children, ~ In quitting
them she was desirous of giving the most precious mark,
of malernsl affection. She was on the point of opening
a vein, 1o prolong the life of the little innocent, closely
prest to her bosom, when Catherine discovered a distant
sail, ‘This intelligence gave Madame Denoyer, ncw
life; both the women shouled and wade signs. They
soon perceived that their signalt were seen, and that
the vessel was standing towards them. A new danger
pow intervened. The waves broke with such force
against the ship as to render them apprehensive that the
canoe would be sunk if they atterupted to get on board,
However, by the management ef the captain, the wi-
dow, the childsen, and the black servant were taken on
board the vessel. She arrived safely in the road of New
Orleans, the place of their destination. Madame De-
noyer had the good fortune to find there M. Rougect, a
rotary, and near relation, who received her sud her fa-
mily, rescued, as it were, (rom the tomb, with the great.
est joy and affection.

The inhabitants of Louisiana generously raised a sub-
scription for the relief of the unforfunate lady,  She gave
her liberty to Catherine, the faithful compenion of ber

C4 o
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distresses; but that female, touched with the gratitude .
of her misicess, refused to leave her, decharing that.no-
thing put death should part them.

The above-fasts were altested by Madame Denoyer
before the proper officet at New Qrleans, to whom she
bkewiee gave a description of her husband’s assassins.
Enquity was fmade concerning them st New York, but
whether they perished by the just judgment of Provi
dence, or found means {0 escape deleclion, was never
sacertained.
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THE DISTRESSES OF THE UNFORTURATE CREW OF
TIIE 8HIP 4NNE AND MARY, -

& her passage from Norway to Ireland, in the Year 1759, 7

e ] \

The Anne and Mary leaves Norway—-The Ship oversets—Dise

tresses of the Crew in consequence of that Accident~Harrid

Fatremity to which they are reduced by Femine—The $hip,
with only two survivors, driven npeon the Irigh Conﬁ.

’

Tue ship Anne and Mary, of Galway, in Ireland,
saifed from Drontheim, in Norway, on the 1st of Seps
tember, 1750. The crew, cousistifg of nine persons,.
afler their departure met with a- series- of contrary
winds and bad weather. On the 10th of October,.
from an cbservation taken the dey before, they com-
puted themselves to be within fifieen leagues of the

islands of Arran. Asthey had been put uponr shert

allow_érgce some {ime before, the idez- of being so
neat their desired port was highly pleasing 3 but that
" very night, the ship- overselling, she was- tossed about
for the space of five hours. The cabin being soon.
afterwards entirely carried away, together with theic
prov}s—ions and compass, lhey were [eft” exposed lo
the mercy of the seas, and deprived of all means of
governing the hull. Two days passed without their
lasting a morsel, excepling two rals which they caught.
What followed next nothing but devouring famine
could have suggested. It was agreed that ong should
G 5:
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die 10 support the rest; and they accordingly cat
Jots.  The first fell upon Patrick Lidane, who re-
quested, that, for their immediate subsistence, they
would take only the calves of his legs; representing
that, perhaps, Providence might do more for them
than they expected  before they should be necessitated
to have farther recourse 1o him. His request was
granted ; and after culting away the flesh of his legs,
which they ate raw, and of which he begged a morsel.
for himself, but was refused ; he was permitted to live
thirty hours, The second persen who suffered the
same fale was James Lee; and tie fourth was Bryan
Flaherty. On these four bodies, which were eaten
raw, and without any kind of drink, but what rain.
water they could catch in the skulls of the killed, the.
rest subsisted from aboul the 2ist of October, to the
1st of December. In this interval three of them
who had escaped the lot, after languishing a con-
siderable lime, expired on the forecastle, On ‘the
List mentioned day the vessel was driven into the
county. of Kerry., The Captain, and Michael M*Da-
piel, the only survivors, were so worn out with fa-
mine and distress, thal they were unable to stand, and,
u.arcely shewed any signs of life; and notwithstand- -
ing the greatest care, and lenderncss, and humanity was,
extended to. them by James Crosbie, Esq. of that
neighbourhgod, and his lady, the captain died aboat.
thirty hours after he was brought on shore. The
same chatitable sltention was continued to M<Da-
niel, who, as scon s he was in a condition to tra-
vel, made the best of his way to Galway, to fulfil
the dying injuncijons of the men who fell by lot, and,

"
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and who severally made it their Inst and earnest request,
that whoever should survive, should repair to that town
snd relate (o their friends their miserable sufferings and
wd catastrophe,

v
. L

6



ise

DESERUCTION BY FIRE
N oF THE
DUTCH EAST INDIAMAN THE NEW HOORN,

Mezt the Sireights of Sunda, in 1he Fas [adies,in 1619,

st e

‘The New Hoomn sails fram the Texel---Proceeds townrds the Cape
«f Good Hope--The Crew make some stay at the Jsland of Mus-
carenhas—Visit the Island of Se. Blary, near Madagascar~-The
Ship tukes Fire—Part of the Crew escape in the Jloats—Explo-
sion of the Vessel—Extraordinery Prescrvation of the Captain
---Distress of the Boat's Crew for Provisions.--Melencholy Stale
to which they are reduced--They discover Land--Narrow Escape
among Preakers---Singnlar Adventere of the Gaptain-—~They zre
zttached by the Nutives~-They qake the Cosst of Java, and ar-
rive at Batavia, ' '

AMONG the variety of parratives comprehended in
collections, of voyages, few are more int_éresting than
that of Bontekod; the ability and fortitude manifested
by him, in the various ciscumstances of his good and evil
fortune, together with the sensibility and character of
truth which appear throoghout his journal, procure him,
wilh justice, the altention of the reader, The account -
of the events preceding and succeeding the loss of bia
ship shall be as concise as possible, a longer detail being
inconsistent with the plan of this collection,

Iu the year 1618 William Isbrantz Bontekoé was ap-
pointed, by the Dutch East India Company, 1o the com-
mand of the ship the Hew Hoorn, of 1,100 tonsg she

was equipped solely for the purpose of commercial ad-
venture, and carried 205 man
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Bontekoé ssilad from the Texel (be 28¢h of Decem-
ber, and on the 5th of January, being then in the chane
ngl, the veire] encedntared three furious gales, which
coweited hodf ihe degk widh water.  The crew were 20
terrified, that aothing wese heard but she geperal cry ter
“ We arp sinking !”  The jempest was so vialeal, the
Kightning s frequent, and the rpin despended in such
torrents, thst the ses appeased to mowni fo lhe skies,
aad (be micglad elements of dre and water seemed fo
thegutens the releen of cheos. . Bontekof, ever active,
paticilarly in time of danger, ordered the water to be
balad out witk lpather buckeis; but the decks were so
. eneumbered with bowes, which, by the rolling of the
veotel, wera deiven, with vialeace, against each other,
that it was impossible to comply with his directions.
The men were obliged to bresk in pieces those that were
modt in {heir way.

They were, st length, deimered ﬁom th:s danger,
but the storm continued tili she 194k, and it was not tilt
the #0th that they were able to take ndvaniage of the
cubie weather o continue the voyage. Two Duich ves-
wols, the New Zealand, commended by Pewer Thysz, of
Amsterdam, and the Enchuysen, csptain Johe Jaase,
which they successively felf io with, sforded the New
Hoorn enesuragement and relief, She, however, soon
parled from ihem, but ouerisking them at the Capede .
Yurd-Islands, Bonicko€. was informed thal, instead of
obiaining refreshments at tha island of Mry, ssthey had
flattered themwselves they should, the Spaniards had killed
three of their men.

They sel sail in eompany, in order to pass the line,
" but calms suceseded, hy which they wers detained three
whole weeks, and obliged to bear away, in order {o pasy
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the Abrolhos, with a south-east wind. They were agsin

overiaken by a calm near those rocks, which rendered’
them apprehensive lest they should be obliged to retarn,

with the risk of having a great number of the crew sick.

Pasting them, kowever, they bore away for the irands:
of Fistan snd Condé, in the latitade of which they arri~"
ved without discovering them. The wind having then
shified 1o the north, they steered easl, in order to make
the Cape of Good Hope, but the west wind was so vig.:
lent that they durst not approach the coast. The fear:
of the vesel's striking induced Bontekoé to call a coun~:
cil; when, considering that the crews were healthy and .
sbundantly supplied with waler, the oficers of the three:
ships resolved to double the Cape wilbout touching there..
This resolution wae happily execuled, and they ranged

along the land of Natsl, with very fine weather. It wus,’
by this tire, the end of May, five months having elapsed.
tince the departure of the New Hoern. :

The Enchuysen, which was bound 10 the coast of Co-'
romandel, here seperated: from the two other ships, steer-)
ing between the Aftican const and the island of Mada-
giscar, Bontekoé, on accoont of some misundersiand-
_ ing, soon parted from the New Zealand likewise, in 22
degrees toulh latitude.  After this fatal soparation the
New Hoorn experienced a series of disasters which fi-
naliy terminaled in her destruction. -

Disesse had begun to extend its baleful influence on
board, and increased with soch rapidity, that forty men
were rendered unfit for duty. Most of the others were
in & condition very Jittle better ; they, therefore, steered
for tbe bay of St. Louis, in the island of Madagascar,
but were unable to find a secure apchorage. Bontekoé:
ordered the long-bost to be hoisted pverboard, and went,
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into her hinsell, while the vesswel kept standing off and -
on. The breakers rendered it impossible to approach
the shore. Sume of the islanders, however, made thei
appearance, and one of the long-boat's crew swam off -
to speak to them. They made signs with their hands,
and seemed to point out a place proper for janding. But .
ak the Datch were nol sure of their meading, and they

offered no reflreshments, the capiain was obliged to re-

tatn on board, afier having fatigued himself lo no pur~
pose, The sick, who saw Bontekoé come back empty-

handed, were plunged inte despair. They then pro.-
ceeded southward, Lo latitude 29°, where, changing -
their tack, they resolved to bear away for the Mauritius, -
or the island of Mascarenhas.  In attempting to steer:
belween those two islands, which are not far distant

from each other, the New Hoorn made the Cape of.
Mascarenhas, where (bey found a depth of forty fathoms

near the shore. Though this place wss not very safe,”
being too near the land, they, nevertheless, came 40 an

anchor thete. Ali the sick longed 10 get on shore, but -
the breakers forbade the attempt. . The long-boat was

dispatched to the island, where a multitude of turtles

were found.  The sight of them angmented the desiwe

of 1he sick, who promised themselves that the moment

they landed their cure would be half effected.

The supercargo, whose name was Henry Rol, ops
posed their going on shore, under the pretext, that the
vessel might drift, when they would run the risk of losing
all those who might bave landed. The sick, however,
prefetred their request with jelded hands, snd such
eamest inireaties, thal Bootekoé was affected. Afleg
having in vain, implored RolPs consent, he look the,
consequences og himeelf, and going upon deck, he de-
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.

clared his intention of putting all 1he crew on shore.
This intelligence wes received with transports of foy.
‘The seamen who were in health assisted the sick to get
* into the boat ; Boutekoé gave them a sail for constructs
ing » tent, together with provisions and uiensils; and
accompanied them himself, I1 was a very moving speg-
tacle io see them, upon iheir arrival, rolling themselves
in the grass, convinced that this was the only situation
which could afferd them any relief.

They had scarely reached the shore, when they pers
eeived & prodigions number of ring-deves, which were:
s tame as to ba caught with the hand, or knacked down
with sticks, without atfempting fo fly away, On the
first day they caught upwards of two hundred. The
tordes were taken witk equsl facility, Bontekot, de-
lighted with. seeing his sick in the midst of such abun-
dance, left them, to the number of forty, to refurn on
board.

The anchorage appesred o bad, that, the following
night, the caplain ordered out the long-boat with a view
lo seck better moorings.  In the moming, at the dis-
tance of sbout five miles from the place where the ship -
lay, he discovered & fine bay, with a botiom of sand. -
Not far from the shore was found a lake, the water of
which was not quite fresh, Bontekoé saw a great ddm-
ber of geese, pigeons, grey parrols, and otlter birds; he
found, likewise, 3 the shade, under a single free,
tweaty-five turiles, so fat that they could scascely move:
1i & parrot, or any other bird, was caught, snd made to
ery out, those of its species focked round as if to de-
fend it, and suffered themseives to be taken with the,
greatest ease.
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After visiling .every part of the bay, Bentckoé sent
intelligence of his discovery to the sick, who willingly
retarned on beard, in the bope of meeting with.a more
commodioys-reireat.  The vessel proceeded to dhe bay,
sad came (o an auchor in thirty-five fathoms water,
* The crew were permitled {0 go on shore niternalely, and
to seek refieshments in the woeds.  Eight persons were
dispaiched with @ net (o the lake; {he fish they caught
being carp, and a kind of salmon, were wery fine, ft,
and welltasted, They likewise found in this bay &
clumsykind of hird, called Dronte, and by the Dutch
Dod-agrs; entt st Jepgth disoovered a siseam of fresh
water, hordered with ireas, and which desended from:
the mountains.

© Proceeding along the ghore shey picked up a,plank.
on which was carved an inscription, stating that Adrina
Martens Blook, commanding s foet of thieteen ships,
had lost.in jhis place several of his boats and their crews,
which were dashed to pieces ‘upon appreaching the
shore. Bonleked however, did not perceive that the
hreakers thare were in any degree dangeroms. The
island being uninhabiled, Lhe sailoss had an opporiunity
of lraversing it in cvery direclion, and of enjoying, -at
pivasure, the diversions of fishing and shooling. They
made wooden spits, which they used for roasting the
birds, basting them with turile-fat, which rendered
ibem wacommesly delicate. To add to the sbundence
they already -poisessed, they discovesed another iiver
of excellent water, and observed, wilb joy, that it was
full of farge eels. Siripping off their shirts, they.con~
trived to catch with them a great number, which proved
very goud esting. They saw goals, but so wild and
swrift of foot that 1bey could not caich pny of thew, ex-
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cepling an old one, whose horns were partly worm-
eaten ; but none of the crew would taste his flesh. '
© 'This abundance of provisions was so beneficial to the -
sick, that they soon perfectly recovered,” and retorned -
on hoard, alt but seven, whose weakness obliged them to-
remain on the istand till the vessel sailed. Meanwhile’
a great number of birds and fish had -been dried and’
slored up for future provision, The nauthor obrerves,-
{hat in the space of three weeks, all the birds had grown
s0 wild, by being continually harassed, that they flew -
away whenever any one approsched thew, On the first-
day of landing one of the pilots having taken a musket.
to shoot ducks, it burst in his hand, and he bad the ris--
foriune 1o lose an eye. :
. From this place they set sail with the intention of
makmg the Mauritius, but in this they were disap~'
pointed, - Some of the crew had nol yet recovered their:
" heslth, or had been deceived in supposing themselves:
cnred, ‘They now regretied heving 0 soon quitted 1he:
island of Mascarenhas, as they foresaw that they might-
beat about & long time, in those southern latiludes befure-
they fell in with the trade-wind. to carty them to Ban.:
iam on Batrvia, and might likewise bo carried away by
_the force of the currents, in which case thsir former
maladies would nol il again to make Lheir appearance,
These apprehensions induced them to nake directly for
the island of St. Mary, which. lies near Madagascar, op-
posite to the. hay of Antongil. They came 10 an anchor
on the gast coast of the island, in eight fathoms water. -
"The natives, though much less accustomed to the sight
af Eurepeans than those of Madagascar, carried on
board fowls, lemons, some rice, and gave the Dulch to-
uaderstand, by signs, that they had cows, sheep, and.
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olher articles of provision, Some wine was given them
in a silver cup ; they drank it with excessive avidity, put-
ting tlheir whole face into the cap, in the same manner ay
beasts drink out of & tub: but when they had swallowed
what was given them they began 10 shout like madmen.
They were entirely naked, excepting that they wore a
smafl piece of stuff round their wa;sts. Their colour was
black, inclining 10 yellow,
-The Duich went on shore every day to barter with
them. Bells, spuons, yellow-bandled kniver, glass or
coral beads, appeared to them a rich equivalent for
calves, sheep, pigs, rice, milk, and watersmelons.  They
carried the il in large leaves, dextrously interwoven;
but as they had few lemons and oranges, Bontekod res
sulved to go 10 Madagascar with the bom, and to carry
with him such articles as he hoped 1o be able to barter
~ for those kinds of fruit. He entered a-river, which he
sscended about a league, till he conld penetrate no fare
ther, the branches of the trees on both the shores meet~
ing, and hanging down to the surface of the water. He
was, Uherefure, obliged’ to return 1o the ship, without
discovering any appearance of fruits, or habilations,
Anather day he me1 wilh batter success in the island off
widich bis ship was anchored. At some distance, on the
same coast, he fuund oranges, lemons, nilk, rice, and
bananas,

During the nine days that the ship lay in this p?ace,
the crew recovered all the health and strength they
pussessed when they left Holland,  When they went on
shore, they frequently took with them a-musician who
played on thecymbal,  The islanders listened 10 the i
strument with the greatest astonishment, Some seated

- themsed es round the musician, and clapped their hands;
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olhers leaped and danced about as if ina transport of joy.
Bontekot did not perceive that they had any other reli-
gion than the grossest idolatry.  In several places before
. their houses were observed the heads of oxen, raised
upon poles, before which they kneeled down as if in the
act.of adoratian,

Leaving the island of 5t. Mary, the New Hoorn kept
a southern course till the latitude of 332, when the cap~
fain ordered io tack and stand to the east, towards the
atraits of Sunda.. On the 19th of November, 1619,
being in [atilude 59 30, in which the sireights are situe
ated Bontekoé being on deck, was alarmed with the ery
of Fire! ire! He hastened down to the hold, where he
perceived no appearance of fire, He enquired where the
fire was supposedto be. * Captain,” said one of the men,
“ it is in this cask.” He put his band to it, bul without
foeling eny heat. : _
. His-terror did not prevent him from enquiring the
cawse of such a dreadlu).alerm. He was told that the
steward having gone down in the afternoon, according
to custom, to draw the brandy that was to be distributed,
the following day, among the crew, had fastened his.
iron candlestick 1o the stave of a cask in the row sbove
that which he had tapped. A spark, or rather a small
piece of the burning wick, had dropt exactly into the
bung-hale; the brandy had caught fire, the two ends of
tbe cask had immediately flown out, and the blazing
liquid had run among the coals. 4 few pitchers of
water having, however, been thrown upon ii, the fire
appeared 1o be extingvished. Boniekoé, being some.
what relieved by this account, ordered buckets of waler
to be thrown upon the coals; end perceiving no traces
of fire, he calmly returned to the deck. But this ciz
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enmstance was soon succeeded by consequences so
terrible, that to give complete satisfaction fo the
reader’s curiosity, and to render the descriplion as intet
resting as possible, we shall give it in the author’s own
words: '

« Half an hour sfierwards,” says he, « some of the
crew again began to cry: Fire! I was extremely alarme
ed, and going down immediately I perceived the flames
issuing from the lowest part of the hold. The fire Wwas
among thecoals; among which the brandy had pene-
trated, and the danger seomed the more pressing as
there were three or four rows of casks one upon the
other. We again resumed our labor of throwing bucke
ets of water upon it, till we had thrown a prodigions
quantily.

#¢ Bat a new circumstance accarred which augmens
tod our distress ; the water poured over the coals pros
duced a smoke so thick, so sulphureous and disgusting,
that we were almost suffocated in the hold, and it was
scarcefy possible to remain -there. I however, staid to
give orders, sending up the sailors by turns te recover .
themselves. I even suspect.that several of them were
stifled before they could reach the hatch-way. - For my
part I was so stupified; and se suftbcated, that not knowt
ing what I did, I occasionally reclined my head upon 4
cask, turning my face towardsthe hatch-way toget breath
a moment. *

« Being, al length, obliged to leave the place, I told
Rol, that I thought all the powdér ought to be thrown
overboard, but, to this propossl, I could not obtain his
gonsent, ¢ If we throw away our powder,’ said he,
¢ we shall probably have ne-occasion- to apprehiend pe-
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rishing by fite, but what will become of us should we
be attacked by enemies, and how could we exculpate
ourselves !’

¢ Meanwhile the fire was not diminished, the stench
and the thickness of the smoke rendering it impossible
for any person {o remmin in the hold. With a hatchet
several large holes were made in the lower deck, through
which was poured a great quantity of waler, at the
same fime throwing it incessantly down the hathways.
The pinnace had been ovesboard three wecks; the
jolly-hoat, which was upon the upper deck, was like-
wise hoisted over, because it was in the way of those
who were getting water. The terror of ali on board
was beyond description. Nothing was to be seen but
fire and water, which alike threatened them with des-
truction, and by ove of which they were sure of beiﬂig
swallewed up witlroat the hope of refief 5 for they were
out of sight of any land, and had no other vessel in com-
pany. Tihe crew began to desert their posts, and letting
" themseives down from the sides of the ship, upon the
_chain-wasles, they dropped from thence into the water,
and swimming to the boats, they got inta thes, and con-
cealing themselves under the benches, or the coveringy,
waited there till their numbers should be sufficient to
enable them to push off together.

* Rol having, by accident, gone into the galiery, was
astonished to see so many of the crew in the pinnace
and boat ; they told him they were going to leave the
ship, and advised Him fo join them. By their intreaties,
and the sight of the danger, he was prevailed upon to
comply. When be had reached the cutter, he said 1o the
men; ¢ My friandr, we must wait for the captain.’ They
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.were however, deaf to his. orders, and his representa-
_tions, ‘The moment he had entered, they cut the rope
«and pushed off [rom the ship.

« [ was still employed in giving my orders, and urgi ng
the men to work, when some of these who remained
-came and said, with the ntmost horror :—¢ Ah! captain,
.what will become of us ? the pinnace snd jolly-boat are
.off.” ¢ If they are leaving us, (said I} it is with the de-
sign of not returning.” And running immediately 1o the
-upper deck, I perceived that this was the intention of
Ahe fugitivés. The sails were on. the masts, and the
main-sai] was brailed up, ¢ Hoist and unfurl the sails,
{cried I to the men) let us endeavour to join them, and
.if they refuse to receive us into their cutter, we will run
the ship athwart the scoundrels, 1o teach them their
duty.’

 We were about three times lhe length of the ship
from them, when they got the weather-gage and lefi vs
behind. I then said to those who were withme ; * You
see, my (riends, that we have no hope keft but in ihe
mercy of God, and our own efforls; we must renew
them, and endeavour to extinguish the fire. Run to the
powder-room, and heave the powder overboard, belore

" the flames reach it,” I then directed the carpenters ine
stantly to bore hales in the ship's side with Jarge augers,
%0 as to let in the water to the depth of a fathom and 3
half. But their insiruments could not penetrate the
planks, because they were sheathed wilh iron,

** This ebstacle preduced 3 consternation which lan-
guage is inadequate to describe; the-air resounded with
crigs and groans, The crew again fell to work 10 throw
water on the flames; which seemed to decrease; but
soon aflerwards the oil took fire.  'We then conceived

il
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our ruih to be inevitable. The more water was thrown
trpen the fire, the more furious it appeared te become,
1n ibis dreadiul situa ion, the cries and shrieks, were so
terrible, thal my hair stood ereci, and my whele Body
was covered: with a cold sweat,

« The wark was, meenwhile, confinved with the
same spirit : all hands were employed in throwing water
into the ship, and heaving the powder overhoard. Sinty
half barrels of powider had slready been thrown into the
sea, bmt there stitl remaived: three hundred-more. The
fire communicaling to these, the ship was idstaritly blown
into ten thooswand pleces. Al this momeit we wete
stifl one hundred and nineteen in number; I was upbn
deck ; superintending sixiy-three men, who were drawe-
ing water. They were carried- away with the rapidity
of iigh!ni‘ng, so that il was impossible to lell what had
become of them. All the others experienicet] the dime
fate. For my part, expecting to perisky with all my
compagsions, 1 extended my hands towards heaven, ew-
claiming: * O Lord! have mercy vpon me”  Althongh,
when ] felt myseif blown up, I gave myself over for
lost, yet: 1 retained the pevfect use of my senses, and-a
ray of hopeenlivened oy heart, Ifell into-the watet
among the fragments of tive shattered vessel, In this
situation my courage revived to such a degree, that I
felt like another men. Looking roued me, I perceived
the mein:mast o1 one skie of me, and the miden-mast
on the other. 1 pot upen the main-mast; and sure
veyed the midanehioly: objeets by which I was sar-
rounded, and thew sald;- heavitig a- deep sigh: ¢ O
God! this fine’ ship-has perished like Sodom'and Goe
thorrah ¢ '
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*r Tt was some lime bafore [ perceived any living creas
ture. However, while Ithus remained lost in reflecs
tion, I saw a young man rise up to the surface, and
. swim with his haods and feet. Seiaing a fragment of
the wreck, he gotupon if, saying: © Here L am stli
in the world!” Hearing his voice, I exclaimed: « O
- God! is there here some one besides myself alive?”
This young man’s natme was Harman Van Kniphoisen.
An the great roast on which I was, rolled and turned
incessantly, which gave me great pain, T told Harman
to push me aspar that was floating near him. After
changing my situation, I directed the spar towards him,
and he got upon it likewise. Bruised as I was, by the
explosion and my fall, with my back shatlered, and two
wounds ie my heed, it would have been impossible for
me 1o join him without his assistance, Tlese hurts ] had
not before perceived, but the pain of them now began
to overpower me in such a manner, that I seemed all at
ence to lase the powers ofmghland hearing. We kept
close to each other, clinging lo the spar, and locking
round on every side, in the hope of descrying the cutter,
or the Jollysbwat. The sun bad reached the horizon.
1 said to my companion in misfortune: ¢ Thereis o hope
lsft for us, my friend. It is Jate; the boats being aj
such a distance it is impossible we should support ourr
selves all mght in this situalion, Let us raise our hearts
to God end implote hic mercy, with perfect resignation
1o his will,

“ We, aceordingly, offered up our prayers, and obe
tained mercy; for we had scarcely finished our suppli-
wation to the Almighty, when, raising our eves, we pere
ceived the boats close to us. What a joyfd sight te
men who thought themselves ready to perish.!  Iimmge
Cverad, - " -
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and a pillow, which, on aceount of my situation, were
reserved for my use, The surgeos was with us, but no
kind of medical applicalfon had been saved. He, {here-
forg, had recourse to chewed biscuit, which he spread
over my wounds, and which, by the Hessing of heauen,
gffected a cure. I had offered my shirt as well as the
qibess 10 assist in making the sails; but sll my men op-
posed this sacrifice, and the attention they paid me de-
sprves my warmest praise. -

« The first day, while the sails were preparing, we
lefi ourselves to (he impulse of the waves. They were
ready by evening, when they were immediately hoisted.
This was the 20th of November. We steered qur couréq
by the stars, with whose rising and selting we wer
perfectly acquainied. During the night the cold was
jutense, and in the day the heat was inlolerable, as the
sun was exactly vertical.  On - the 2ist, and two suc-
crading days, we were occupied in making an ingirumeant
10 tuke the altitude; which, with the assistance of the
ship’s carpentes, who ‘chanced to have a pair of com~
passes, we st length completed. 1 carved a marine
ghart on-a piece of board, tracing upon it the island of ©
Sumatra, that of Java, and the streights of Sunda, which
separate those {wo islapds, Having tgken lhlo altilude
gl nopn, 0D the day of our misfartune, I fopnd that we
were in 5 30’ 5. latitude, and, according fomy estima-
tion, about 20 leagues from land. I kept an acconnt
of our reckoning each day, steering 86 well as I could
judge, towards the esrance of the streights. :

«« Out of the seven or cight pounds of biscuil, which
constiluted owr only. provision, I distributed the sHow-
ance for each day, ss long as it lasted. But Lhis was
yoon exhauied, though the portion for each wasonly &
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- small plece about the size of a man’s finger, - We had
nothing fo drink ; when it rained the sails were exten-
ded to calch the water, which was collecled in the
only fwo smal casks that-bad been put on board,
‘and reserved for a supply on those days when we had
no rain,

¢ Nofwithstanding this distress, the men urged me to
take sbundantly whatever my wants required ; because,
asthey told me, they all stood in need of my assistance,
and among such a number the diminution would be
scarcely perceptible. It gave me great pleasure to ob-
serve that they entertained such sentiments for me, but
¥ refused to fare mny better than the rést.  Those in the
boat made the greslest exertions to keep ap with us,
‘bul &s we made more way, and there was hone ameng
them whe anderstood navigation, when they epproeched
a3, or found means to come alungside, they carnestly
intreated us fo take them on board, fearful lest by some
sccident they should be separaled from the pinnace..
Fhis was resoluicly opposed by my companions, wha
represented Lo me, that to comply would be to endanget
the lives of us all.

* We soon arrived at the beight of our misery ; the
biscuit wasentirely consumed, and yet we were not in
sightof any Iand. [ endeavoured to persuade the most
unpaiient that we could not be far distant Rom some
shore, bul could not keep them Jong in that hope, They
began to murmur rgainsl me, saying, that I deceived
them in the account of our course, and kept the head
of 1he vessel to the sea instead of steering towards land.
The calls of bunger began 1o be very pressing, when

* providentially & flock of gulls came and hovered over tie

H3 R
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pinnace, in such a manner that they appeared as it were
desirous we should calch them. They alighted within
reach, and each of the crew, with exse, caught several,
They were insiantly plucked and eaten raw ; their fiesh
was delicious, and sweeter than any honey I ever tasted.
Such a-small supply could not, however, long pr'eservel
our lives. We passed the remainder of (hat day withs
out discovering land. Qur sitvation seemed so despe.
rate, thal the boat having approached us, and those who
were in her begging us to take them on board, it was
concluded, that siuce death was inevilable we would
all die together. They were therefore, received, and
all the cars and sails were taken out of the boat, We
had then in the pinnace thirty oars, which we ranged
en benches in the form of a deck. We had likewite a
" main-sail, mizen-sail, and spritsail. The pinnace was
of such depth that a man might sit upright under lhe
oars. I divided my crew into iwe parts, one of whom
kept below while the other was above, thus relieving
each other afternately. We were in number seventy-
two persans, who eyed each other with mournful and
melancholy fooks, as may be suppused of people perishing
with hunger and thirst.

«« When despair bad begun to (ake the place of afftic-
tion, we saw a great number of flying fsh rise up out of
the water. Some of them, dropped in the pinnace,
where they were eogerly seized, distributed, and eaten
raw. This relief was sinall. However, none of thic
crew were sick, which appeared the more surprising,
as, in opposision to¢ my advice, some af them had
already begun lo drink sea-water, « My friends,

(said I} Leware of drinking saltswater; it will ot ap~
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pease your thirst, but will produce flaxes that will
prove fatal.” Some gnawed the cannon and musket
balls, others drank their own urme, and [ Jikewise did
the same, .

“ Our misery thus increasing from hour lo hour, des
pair at length ook possession of every mind. The men
began to regard each other wilh locks of ferocity, as if
each were ready to devour the otker, and to appease
his cravings with the flesh of his neighbor. . Some even
spoke of resorting to this herrible extremity, and of bes
ginning with the young people.  Such an atracious pros
posal Alled me with horror and’ dejected my spirits. 1
‘supplicated the Almighty nol to permit the perpetration
of such barbarity, nor 1o suffer us to be lempted beyond
oitr strength, with the extenl of which he was best ac-
quainted, [ endeavoured, in vain, 10 express my Sentin
tiznents, when I saw some of the men prepared 1o be-
gin the execulion, and fully resolved 1o fall upon thie
young people. I interceded for ihem in the most moe
ving terms, represenling Lhe barbarity of such an sclion;
exhorting them to have recourse to Heaven to alleviate
their misery, and assuring them that we could not be {gr
from land.

“ Al lenglh T shewed them the recknnmg I had
kept of each day’s course, and the altitude. Theyue=
plied, that 1 had long held the same language, and that
they were but too well convinced I was deceiving
them, or myself, They, however, agreed {o wait three
days, at the expiration of which Lime they protested
that nothing should divert them from the execution
of their design. This dreadful resolution deeply af-
flicted my heart; I renewed my prayers, that cur hands

N4
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might not be pollsted by the mest abominable of

#rimes, |

* Meanwhile T was myself redoced to snch extremity
that I could scarcely keep myself from falling into-that
despair with which I reproached tmy companions [

“heard them say to each other: * Alas! if we were on |

shore, we wight eat grass, like beasts.” I kept incess
santly urging my former represeniations, But the fob
lowing dey, our strength, as well as pur courage, begin
to fail, most of the men were scarcely able to rise from
their seats, or to stand upright, and Rel, in particalar,
wan 20 exhausied, that he was unable to stir.  Notwithe
standing the debility which my wounds might be sop-
‘posed to have prodeced, 1 was still ore of the most ro
bust and hed strength sufficient to go out of one cabin
o the other. o

o {t was now the tecond of December, which wm
the thirteenth dey efter the explosion. The sky be.
eame overcast, and a shower of rain fell, and afforded
us yome relief; it was accompanted with a calm, which
alfowed usdo foose down the sails and extend them oves
the vessel: the men getting underneath them, each
drank as much rain-water as he pleased; besides which
we Glied the two small casks. * I was then at the helm,
and, sgording to my computation, we could not be far
from land. I wasin hopes that the weather would clear
off while I remained at this post, which I firmly resolved
rot to guit. However, the thickness of the fog, snd
the incessant rain, produced such intense cold, that I
was unabie sy donger (o resist it, and called one of the
goarler-masters to tske my plate. He complied, when
1 wenl snd mingled among the others, where Irecover-
ed some warmih,

e ——— e ——tiiepns . e
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* ‘The quarter-master had been scarcely an hour al the
helm, when, the weather clearing off, he discovered
Jand. In tire fiest transport of his joy he shouted : * Land |
Jand!” At this cry every one on board found strength
sufficient fo rise, eager to convince themselves, by thetr
awn eyes, of the truib of this agreeable intelligence. It
was aetuslly land.  All the sails were instantly hoisted,
and we siood directly for the shore. But, upon ap-
prouching it, we found the breakers so violent that wa
darst not venture across the surf, The island, for such
it wae, formed o small bay, which we fortunately en~
tered.  There we threw out our grapnel, having a
smadler, by which to moor to .the land, snd every one
hastened to leap om shore,

¢ The eagerness of the men to disperse themselves
throogh the woods, ‘and over thoste places where they
hoped to find somelhmg fit for food, was extreme. For
my part, 1 had no sooner set foot on the shore, than
falling on my knees, 1 kissed the ground with joy, and
retorned thanks to heaven for the favor we enjoyed.
This day was the lact of the three, at the expiration of
which it had been resolved to kill and devour the cabm~
bays.

+# The island produced coco-nats, but we can!d notL
siscover any fresh water, We, however, 1hought oup
selves too fortunate in being able to procure the covo-
nut liquor, eating the old ones, (he kernels of which
were the hardest.  This liquor we thought a pleasant

“beverage, and it could have produced none bat saluiary
wifects, if 1aken in moderation; but every one drank
it to such excess, that the same day we were attacked
with cholics and excessive pains, whith oblged us to
bury nnr:ehu beside each other in the sand, The next

B
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day, however, we were pretlty well recovered. We
traversed the island withont finding the least appear-
ance of habitations, though there were traces which
proved that it had been visited by men. We discover-
ed upon it no other productions besides eoco-nuts.

Some of the men saw a serpent, about as lhlck as a
man 5 4rm.

“ Aller taking on beard a great quantity of coco-mils,

we weighed anchor in the evening, and steered for the

island of Sumatra. We obtained sight of it the next
day ; the island we had left being about fourteen or fife =

teen leagues distant, We kept along the coast of Su-

maira, proceeding eastward, till our provisions were

exhausted. Though compelled by necessity to land;
yel we could not pass the breakers. - Being menaced
with a renewal of our former distresses, it was resolved
that four or five of the best swimmers should endeavor
to reach the land, and seek along the shore some place
whefe we might approachit. They passed the breakers
without accident, and proceeded along the goast, while
we pursued them with our eyes. At length; finding a
river, they hoisted Lheir lrowsers.as a signal for.us 1o

follow.

* As we approached, we-perceived before the mouth- -

of the river a reef, against which the sea broke with the
utmost violence. 1 was of opinion. that we should not
risk the passage, or at least,. ot without the general
consent, Each being asked his sentiments on-the sub-
ject, they wnanimously resolved lo-venture. I ordered
an oar, to ward off the violence of the surf, to be held
on either side of the stern, placing two men at each,
and seizing the helm myself, steered directly through
. the breakers. The first sea balf filled the pinnace; so
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that the men were obliged to bale out the water with
their hats, shoes, and whatever else they could make
use of for that purpose. A second wave rendering the
vessel unmanageable I thought our destruction inevita-
ble. ¢ My friends, (I cried) keep the pinnace steady,
and bale away, or we must inevilably perish,” They
kept baling with the vimost diligence, when a third sea,
came, but il broke short of us, otherwise we must have
- been lost; and the tide beginning to ebb, just at that
moment, we at length crossed these dangerous breakers.
“Fhe water being tasled was found to be fresh; and thiy
eircumstance made us forget ail our difficulties. We
landed on the right bank of the river, where the shore
was covered with herbage, among which we discovered
some dwarf beans, of which we immediately began to
. eat wilh avidily.

«-Some of our people having proceeded be;ond a
point of land that was before us, found some tobacce
and fire, which.proved thal wa were at no great distance
from those by whom they had been left. We had, in
the pinnace, iwo- hatchets,: with which we felled some
trees and cut off the branches. We then made Jarge
fires in aeveral places, around which all cur people seat.
ed themselves and began to smoke the-tobacco which
they had. feund:

% Towards night we augmented- our fires, and, to
prevent any surprise, I placed three sentinels at the ave«
nues of our fittle camp. The moon was on 1the wane;
W passed the beginning.of the night without any far
ther-incosvenience than violent cholics; caused by hav.
ing eaten loo great a quantity of beans.  In the midst
of our pains the sentinels informed us that the natives
were approaching in great numbers, and as it was dark,

H6
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it covld only be wilk the design of atixcking us. The
(wo hatchets, and an old rusty sword, were the whole
of our arms, and we were so weak that we ccn!d SCRICE
Iy stir.

© " We were, however, ramed by this mlelhgence,
and the most enfeebled could not resolve to perish with-
out making some risistance.  Snatching up the buming
brands we ran o meet the eremy. The spacks flewr
about in every direction, and formed & terrible specta-
cle.  The istanders, besides, could not be acquainted
that we were unarmed. ' They therefore fied and cone
cealed themselves ina wood,  Qur people returned to
the fires, where they passed the remainder of the night

© im continual wlarm.  Rol and I thought it & necessary

precaution to go on board the pinnace, in order to secure
&t 1 a-l that resource in case of any accidend.

+ The nest morning, st sun-rise, three islanders left
the woou and advanced towards ihe shore. . We sent
o muel them (hree of our people, who, having before
been in Iudia, had some knowledge of the costoms and
Janguage ol the country. The il question they were
asked was, uf what nation they were, Having eatn-
fied the naiives on Lhis head, and represented us to them

" as unfortunale (raders, whose vessel had been destroyed

by fire; they enquised, in their turn, whether we couid
obtain any sefreshments in the way of barter. During
this conversaiion the islanders conlinued to approach the
pinnace, and advancing boldly to it, they wished to

" know whether we had any aums. I had directerd the

sails 1o be extended over Lhe vessel, because ¥ was ap-
prehensive of their curiosity.  They were told that
we wers well proviged with nasuh.u, powder, snd
kall.
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4They then left us, promising to bring tice st fowls,
We coliected aboyt eighty reals which we happened to
have in our pockets and offered them to the three na-
tives, in payment of some fowly and boiled rice which
they brought us. ~ They appeared well satisfied with the
price. I exhorted our people io aswume = air of firme
ness.  We sat down upon the grass wilh apparent uas
coacern, and, afier making a hearty meal, we again dee
liberated in what manner o prooeed. ‘The three isiands
€fs were present at oitr repast, and they were, doubte
less, snrprised at our appetites. We asked them the
nams of the country, without being able to collect from
their answer wehether it was Sumatta. We were, hows
ever, perauaded (hat it mnst be that island, when they
pointed with their fingers towards Java, and we readily
understood the name of John Coen, the Dutch governoe
of Batavia, which dhey endeavored to promounce. i
appeated certain. that we were to the windward of Java,
and this explanstion gave us the greater satisfaction, as,
being without compass, we bad hitherto been doubtfiul -
of the propriety of all our mesecuvres.
“* We now wanied nothieg but provisions to render
our minds perfectly tranquil. I took the resclution to
* embark, with four of the crew, in a'small canoe that wat |
on the shore, and 1o ascend the river fo a village which
we had descried at'a distance, in order {0 procure what
provigions I could with the rest of the money which we
had collected. Seiting off immediately, I kad soon paze
chased & quantity of rice and some fowls, which I sent
to Ral wilh the sume diligence, recommending to him
an eqapl distribution, in order to avoid all occasion for
eomplaint, For my part, I mede an excellont repastin
~+he village, with my companions, ard shougin ke lis
: 4
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quor of the country far from disagreeable. It is akind
of wine, extracted from frees, and capable of producing
intoxication, :
« While we were eating, the natives were sealed
round us,and devoured with their eyes every morsel that
we put info eur mouths, After ourrepast I purchased of
them a buffalo, which cost me five reals and a half ; but
being so wild that we could neither calch nor lead him,
we Jost » grest deal of time.  Night. coming on, Fde-
signed to return lo the pinnace, with the inlention of
coming back the foilowing day. My people. however,
intreated me to leave them that night in the village, un»
der the pretext that i would be much easier for them
io caich the buffslo when & was dark.  Ithought. just
the contrary, and endeavored to divert lhem from iheir
design. - Their solicitations, at Jength, extorted my cons
senl, and 1-left them to follow their own inclinations.
= ¢ ] returned to the bank of the river, where [ found.
near the cange, a great nursber of natives, who appear
ed to be in dispute.  Conceiving myseli 10 be the sub-
ject of i, and that one party was in favor of my depar-
ture, which was opposed by the other, I teok two of
them by the arm and.pushed them, with an-air of autho-
rity, towards the cance. . Their looks were ferocious g
they, however, suffered themselves lo be conducted to
the beat, and did not hesitale to enter it with me; one
seated himself forward; and the other abaft., At lengih
they began to row. 1 observed that each of them had
a dagger at his side, and-that consequently my life was
in their hands. After rowing a little, he who was be-
‘hind came to the middle of thecance where I wasstand
ing, and declared, by signs, that he wanted meney. K
took a small piece out of my pocket and offered it him~.
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He iook it, and having looked at it for some fmoments
with an air of aneertainty, he wrapped it in the piece of

- cloth which he wore round his waist. The other then

came in his tarn, and made the samesigns. T gave him
another piece, of which he likewise examined both sides,
but he appieared still more undecided whether he should-
take it or attack me ; which he might easily have done;
a1 I was unarmed. T was sensible of the extent of the
danger, and my heart beat with viclence. T '

“ Meanwhile we continued our course down the ri-
ver, and with the greater rapidity as we were carried
along by the'tide. 'When we had proceeded about half
way, my two guides began a very warm conversation,
All their molions seemed to indicate a design to attack
me, 1.wasso much alarmed that [ trembled. Inmy
distress I raised my eyes towards heaven, praying for
that assistance which 1 so much needed in that crifical
situation. Some secret impulse made me begin singing ;

" —a strange resource against fear! I sang eslosdasl

eould, making the woods, with which both the shores
were covered, 10 resound. ‘TFhe two natives burst into
& laugh, opening their mouths so wide that_1 could sed

) haif-way down their throat, Their iooks indicated that

.

they suspecied me neither of fear nor mistrust: Thas
I verified what | had ofien heard asserted, wiheoui un-
derstanding it, that excessive fear is capable of making
s man sing. While I continued this exercise, the boat
proceeded with such expedition that F began to distin-
guish our pinnace, I made signs to- my people, who
perceived them, and hastened 1owards the banks of the
river. Then turning to my two rowers, I signified that,
in order to land, they ought both to go forward, under
the idea that I shouid then be in-no dang;p of an attack
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from behind. They complied without reluctance, and
I stepped calmly on shore,

* When they saw me in safety, in the midst of my
cbmpanions, they asked where o many poople passed
the night, and were told, under the tents which they
sw, I'have omitted to mention that we had con=
stracled amall tents with the branches and leaves of
trees. ‘They then engtiired where Rol and I slept, as
we appeared to possess the greatest authority, and ware
answered, that we lay in the pionace under the sails;
upon which ihey got into their canoe in order (o returm
1o the village,

¢ I gave Rol apd the others an nocount of my woyage,
and cheered them with the hope thet our four mea
would return the following day with the buffalo. Tha
night passed in the most perfoct tranquillity, But, sfien
sumerise, being surprised that our people did not muke
their appearunce, we began to suspect that they had
met with some accident. In a short time we saw two
Batives driving & beast before them; it proved toben
buffalo ; but I soon discovered that it was not the same
which I bad purchased. One of our men, who unders
stood something of the Iadguage of the country, ashed
the two blacks, why they had not brought the buffalo
they had sold me, and what had become of our four men.
They replied, that it was impossible to bring the beast
1 had bought, bat that our people were following them
with another ia its stead. This enswer having, in some

degree, alleviated our anxiety, I observed that the hufe-

falo wag very lame, and just as wild as the former; ope
on which 1 immediately cut his legs with the halchet.

"The two blacks, seeing him fal, utlcred the most dreads
&l shirieks and outcries,
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s Upon this noise, two or three hundred of the nae
lives, wha were concealed in the wood, "rushed out and
ran towards the pinnace, spparently wilh the design of
cutting off out reireat, end.to procure an opportunity to
massacre us all.  Three of our men, who bad made &
small fice, at some distance from the tenls, perceivihg
their intention, hastened to apprise us of it. I lefi the
wood, and having advanced  little, I saw forty or fifly
of our ememies rushing upon us from another part of the
wood. * Be firm, {said Ito our men) the number of
these wretches is not sufficient to give us any cause of

- apprebension.” But we soon perceived such a largé
body, mast of whom were armed with shields, and a
kind of wwords, that, considering our situation ina guite

" different light, I cried oot et My friends, ron tb (e
_pinnace ; for if our passage is cut off, every hope is tost.”
We directed our course lowards tbe pinhace, and thove
who could not reach her in time planged into the water
in order ta swim on board,

* Qur ewemies pursued us to the vessel,  TUnforins
nately for us, matters were wo disposed as to prevenl our
quilting that situation with expedition equal to our dans
ger. The sails were extended, in the form of a tent,
from ane side of the pinnace to the other, and while we
were hastening. on board, the natives, following close
at gur heels, pierced with their lances several of our
people, whose bowe!s fell in our sight from their bodies.
We, howaver, defended ourselves with our two hatchets
and the old sword. « The ship's baker, who was a all,
rubust man, used the latter with effect. We werg
moored by two grapitels, one at the head and the other
al the stern, I -called out to the baker o cut the cable,
but he found it impmcticable, 1 thetr ran to the stem,
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and holding the cable to the stern-post, it was then et
with ease; upon which our people al the head laid hold
of it and drew the vessel away from the shore. The
matives in- vain. attempted to follew usin the water;
they got -beyond their depth and were obliged o refin-
quish their prey. .

. “ We then endeavored to pick up the rest of onr peo~
ple who were swimming in the river. Those who had
not received mortal wounds gol on board, and Provi-
dence instantly sent us a strong breeze ¢ the shore,
though the wind, till then, had blown from the sea. It
was impossible not to regard this circumstance as a par-
ticular mark of divine protection.. We hoisted all onr
sails and got out 10 sea with a single tack, passing with
great facility the bar and breakers which had cavsed us
such great embarassment on entering the river. Cur
enemies imagined that we should be cast away al this
spol and-advanced o the utmost extremity of the cape,
in order to wait for and to murder us there. Fhe wind,
bowever, continued favorable, and, with this aid, the
head of the pinnace, which was very high, made ils way
through the surf,

s We w'ere‘ scarcely oul of danger, when we found
tlhat the baker, who had so gallanily defended us, -had
been wonnded with a poisoned weapon. The wouand
-was above the navel, and the flesh about it had already
turned of a livid black. 1 cut it away to the quick, in

. order to stop the progress of Lhe poison, but this opera-
tion only gave him excessive pain, without preducing
any benefit; he dropped down dead in my sight, and
we threw his body overboard. Upon wnsteting our
people, we found (hat sixleen were mising, eleven of
whom lbad been killed on the sbore. ‘The fate of tha
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four unforlunate men who. had remained in the village
was deeply deplored.  Nothing could be more cruel
than the necessity which compelled us Lo abandon Lhem ;
though, pmbab!y, they were already dispatched, and
cousequently could not be sensible of it.

« We proceeded along the coast, keeping the head of
the vessel tq the wind. All the provisions we had left
were eight fowls and a small quantity of rice ; these were_
distiibuted among the crew, still ffty in number. Bul as
we saon beganto feel the attacks of hunger, we were obli-
ged to go on shore in a bay which we discovered. The
natives, who appeared in great numbers, betook them
selves 10 flight upon our landing.  We were too well ac.
quainted, by fatal experience, with the barbarity of Ihese
savages to hope to cbtain provisions from them; baut, at
least, we found fresh water. The adjacent yocks afforded
us oystersand periwinkles, which we ate with the grealer.
relish, as we had preserved a hatful of pepper which
purchased in the village where I lefi oor four men, and
which served to season then.

¢« Afler making a plentiful repast, each filled his pnck-
els and we returned to the pinnace, with two small casks
of fresh water. ' 1 proposed, upon quitting the bay, to
push aut a fittle farther (o sea, in order to make more way,
and this advice was followed; but the wind rose, in the
night, to a perfect storm. Under these circumstances it
was most providential that we had nol continued to range
along the coast, as we must then have come Lo an anchor
in another river, where we should have found the natives
invelerate enemies of our nation, many of whom they had
already massacred,

“ At day:break we rame in sight of three w]andsthat
were before use We resclved to make for them, though
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we conceived them o be uninhabited, flallering our-
selves thal we should at least find #ome kind of food.
That on which we landed was covered with the species
of reed, calted bamboos, whick are as thick as a man’s
leg. Some of these we took, and making = hole with
a stick through all the joints, excepting that at the bot-
fom, we filled them wilh fresh water, and corked them
ap at the top. This expedient enabled us to lay ina
good stock of water, We likewise met with palm-trees,
the topsof which were sufficiently tender to serve us fot
food. These were all the discoveries we made in tra.
versing the istand.

* Having, ore day, \\-alked to the foot of a pretty
. high wmountsin, 1 coald not resist the inclination to as
¢end to its sammit, with faint hopes of making some ob»
sérvation thmt might be useft! to us _in steering our
eourse, We woru ‘endenvoting to reach seme Dulch
seitlernent in this quarter, and this daty, I comceived,
betonpged particularly to me, as it was {0 me that the
eyes of all my companions in misforiune were turned.,
But, exclusive of the misfortunes to which [ was ex«
posed in common with them, 1 labn:ed under the disad-
vanlngeof having never before been in India; and pos-
sessing neither compass nor any other nautical jnstrye
mwent, I was unalle to do any thing towards betlelmg
eur condition.
- ot When I had reached the summit of the mounlain
an immense expanse of sky and sea opened to my view.
1 (el upon my knees, with w heart wrung with anguish,
s addressed -my prayers Lo heaven, with & sensalion
that I cannot describe, When about to return I once
more cast mty eyes around me. I then observed, on the
right, tbat clouds were withdrawing from the fund, and

L]
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jmmediaely discovered two lofty mountains, the colour
of which seemed to be blue, [ recollected, that whew
I was at Hoorn, 1 had heard of William Schouten, whe
had made two voyages to the Egst Indies, that at the
Cape of Java there were two high mountains, which
- appeated to be blue. We had reached the island by
ranging along the west coast of Sumatra, and thess
mountains were to the east. Between them I perceived
. % vacant space 'where [ could not see any land, and I
knew that the Streight of Sunda was situpted belween
Java and Sumstra. These reflections made ma cone
¢lude that there was no error in our course.

“ I descended joyfully, and basiened to inform Rol
{hat 1 had seen the two mountains. When J related the
gircumstange to him they were no longer visible, being
again enveloped in clouds. But I added what I had
beard Schouten say on the subject, supporting my conjecs
tures by ether arguments.  Rol thought my conclusion
extremely probable. < Let uscollect our people, (said he})
apd stegr ﬁ:[ that point.” The crew, upon being marde ac-
quainied with thisintelligence, hastened tocarry on board
the water, the bamboos which they had cut, and the tops
of the palm-irees. They shewed the same ardor to sof
sail, and the wind was favorable lo our design. We kept
the bead towards the vacant space between the twe
rnountains, and during the night we steered our course by
the stars. About midnight we perceived a fire, which
was, at first imagined to bg on board some ship, but,
upon & nearer approach, we found that it was on'a
small island in the Streight of Sunda. Aller we had
pasied it, we saw a second fire on the other side, and,
from various marks, we judged that it belonged ta
fishermen,
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"+ Al.day-break, the following morning, we were be-
calmed, We had reached the ceast of Java unknown
to ourselves. The man at the mast-head inmediately
viied out that he saw a greal number of ships. He
caunted twenty-three. Our joy was so preal as o
baflle description. We immediately teok to our oars,
on account -of the calm, and stood direcily for this
flget,

* These twenly three ships were Duleh, and under .
the command of Frederic Houtman, of Alkmaer. He
was then in his gallery, looking atus with his glass.
Surprised at Lhe singular appearance of our sails, and
anxious for an explanation of such-an extraordinary
spectacle, he sent his boat to meet us, and enquire
who we were, Those on board of her knew us, We
had sailed together from the Texel, and had not parted
company till we reached the Spanish sea. They took
Rol and myself into the boat, and carried us on haard
the admiral, whose ship was called the Virgin of Dor-
drecht, We were immediately presented to him.  Af
tér testifying his joy at seeing us again, and judging,
without explanation, what was the most pressing of our
wanis, he ordered dinner to be served, and sat down
with us. Af the sight of bread and other victuals my
heart was so oppressed that tears streamed from my eyes,
and I was unable toeat. Our companions in misfor-
tune, who arrived almost immediately afterwards, were
distributed among the other vessels of the fieet.

* The admiral, after making us rélate our adven-
tures, which be heard with the greatest astonishment,
sent us'on board a yacht fo Batavia. We were still
fifty in number, and reached that place on the follow-
ing day, My old friends whom 1 had found in the ficet, .
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‘had supplied me and all my crew withclothes. Upon
entering the lown we repatred Lo the habilation of Juhn
Pieters Coen, the general of the company, who had not
* yet been informed of our arrival, but who received us
very graciously wheo we bad made ourseives known.”

oL o ;
4l _,I.I " |4 - "-:1
St AMHE 2
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SHIPWRECK OF THE
DUTCH BAST INDIAMAN THE BATAVIA,

ON THE ROCKS OF FREDERIC BOU‘IHAH,

Near the Coast of Conoordia, in New Holland, in 1630,
—r——————

The Batavia Jeaves Enrope~Strikes on a rock on the Coast of
New Holiand~- Preservation of the Crew, whoe land upon three
Islands—The captain procceds to Batavia, in the shallop, to
solicit Relief—Atrocious Conduct of Part of the Crew du-
«ing his absence-~Whe form s Plan for his Destruction--In
what manner frusirated—-He feturus and pumshes the Mutia
ueErs.

THE directors of the Dotch Fast India Cempany, en-
couraged by the fortunate arrival, in 1629, of five ves
sels, commanded by general Carpentier, and richly fa-
den, sent out the same year a fleet of eleven ships.
Among Lhese was the Batavia, commanded by Francis
Pelsart, g skilful navigator, Her crew, including pase
sengers, and some women and children, amounted to
about three hundred persons, and her cargo was of con-
siderable value. .
This fleet left the Texel the 28th of Oclober, 16292,
and proceeded, without any remarkable occurrence, as
far as the Cape of Good Hope. But vpon approaching
the Cape, @ violent storm dispersed all the ships which
had kept together till that time. Pelsart, who was ap-
prehensive for the. rest, aftér the storm was over, con-
tinued his route, steering in such a direction as he thought
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most likély to rejoin them, when, on the 4th of ‘June,
1630, he was carried, doring e night, upon the jocks,
called by the Duich, the Albrolhes, or rocks of Fredérie
Houtiman, This shelf is situated near the coast of Con-
cordia, in New Holland, about the lalitude of 25° south,
The captain was in bed, and very mach indisposed.
From the extraordinary molion of the ship he concluded -
that she had siruck, and in the utmost alarm he instantly
19s¢ and rzn upan deck, :

The sails were all set; the course was north-east to
north, the light of the moon discovering a very thick
foam at a distance. Pelsart’s anxiely mereased, and he
reproached the pilot for his negligence, which exposed
them ali 1o the danger of perishing.  The latter, in ex-
cuse, said that he -had kept a good Jook-out, that he had
cbserved {he foam at a great distance, and that the man
‘at Lhe mast-head, when he enquired what it was, had
replied that it was produced by the moon’s rays, Pel.
sart then asked him in what part of the worid the ship
was, lo which the pilot replied:  God-only knov\s we. .
are upon_some unknown bank.”

In this extremity soundings were taken, at the stein
of the’ vessel there was eighteen feet water; and much
less at the head. T this pressing danger the olficers
had assembled; they found that nothing could be done
but w0 Jighten the vessel, in the hope that she.wouid -
float again the more casily.  Ananchor was immedi
ately let go, and they bega.n to throw all the guns uvers -
boatd. :
While the .seamen were thus employed, a storm of:
wind and rain came on. It was then that 1be Dulch be-:
" came scquainted with the exlent of iheir dapger, when.
they foynd {bemselves- surrounded with reels of roclu.,

VOL. k. . .4
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sgaiml whieh this vessel was every moment dashed. - It-
wad reasolued to cul away the main-mast, as it enly tend-
ed {0 increase the shocks which the vessel received.
Unfoptunaioly, though !he'y had taken care i eut it
.down clase to the deck; it could not possibly be disen-
gaged from the rigging. They were in sight of no land’
that was net dverlowed by the sex, excepting an-island
which’ was judged to be three leagnes distant, and two
islets, or rather rocks, that seemoed fo be considerably
nearer. 1 he piot, who was sent to reconneitre them,
returned with the intelligence, that they were not co-
vered by the sea, bul being situatad between reefs and’
sand-baoks, the approach to them would be extremely
dengesons. They, however, resolved Lo make (ha at-
- t¢ropt; and fitat to set-on shore the women, children,
and sick, whose cutcries and despair tonded only 1o dis-
hearlen the crew. They were accerdingly, with all
.possible expedition, put on board (he shallop and skiff,
Abest ten o'cleck - in the marning it was perceived
that the ship had opened:  Pelurt encouraged his men
to redouble their efforts {o carry the bread and other pro-
visions from the storesroom upon deck. The water was
left behind, urder the idea that thoy should find plenty
on shore, - In this desperste situation the brutality of
patt of the crew was displayed in the most disgusting °
manner. ¢ They thought of nothigg {says the writer
of'the journat), but gorging thumeslves with the wine
that was left behind, . Thus, before dark, they made
only three voyages, and landed one jiundred and eighiy .
men, iwenty. barrels of ‘bresd, and a fwar casks of wa-
ter.” Even theto provislens were comsumet! by the crew
a# fast as they arrived:nt the ishand, 5o that Pelsart wis
obliged to repair thither Lo puta stop to their disorderly
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condu¢t.  Under these melancholy circamstances, this

" attentior was the more imporlant, as he found thai the

istand was destitute of water, Pulting off again Ip sea,
he retarned to the wreck with the ntmebt impatience,
to give directions for landing the water and the most
valuable part of the cargo, when the violence of ihe
wind, and the fury of the waves, obliged him to selurn
ta the place from which he set off. * He repeatediy cn-
deavored, bat in vain, (0 return Lo the ship, e sea dash-
ing sgainst her with such impetuosity that be could not
possibly gel on heard. A seaman swam off to him to
represent how much the crew siood in need of his assist-

* ance; he continued his efforls, bul wilh no Leller suce

cess, But despairing of being able to surmount the.
fury of the waves, he was obliged to send back the sailor
in the same manner, with directions o the men to cole
lect all the planks in the ship, Lo tie them together, and
throw them overboard; when they might be taken up
and be made to assist in floating the shallop or skiff.
The storm meanwhile encressed, and as the sacrifice

of his Jife could be of no advantage fo ihe unfortunate -,

men who implored bis assistance, he was obliged to re.
torn to the island, and (o leave, with the utmost regret,
his lieutenant and seventy men in the most imminent
danger.

Those who had congratelated themselves upon their
reachhg one or the other of the two islands, werg scarcely
in a better situation, Upon examining their slogk of
waler, they found, in the small istapd, only fifty guarts
for forty persons, which was the number their party
consisted of.  Those in the larger island, to the rumber
of one hundred and eighty, had still less. Pelsart, hav-
ing landed in the former, the necessity of employing

12

*
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the shallop and the skiff, to seek for waler in the adja.
cent isfands, was represented to him. - In this opinion
he himself coincided, but he declared that he could not
take such a resolution without communicating it. to those
on the hrger isfand, who would otherwise be plunged
into the lowest depths of despair, #f they saw the shal-
lop and the skiff bearing away from them. :
It was not without much difficulty that he inspired his
companions with this generous idea, as they were ap-
prehensive that he would be detained in the great istand. -
When he, however, declared that he would rather
perish in the sight of bis ship, than leave the greatest
part of his crew and his friends ip a suspense worse than

. death, he obtained permission to execute his resolution.
The skiff reached the large isfand without accident ; but
th_e'men, who accompanied Pelsart, told him they would
not allow him to land, but if he had any thing lo com-
municaie to the other pérly, he must call out loud
enough tobe heard by them. He endeavored, butin
vaip, 1o throw himself overboard, in order to swim

- a-shore, but they persisted in defaibing him, with such
obstinacy, that finding himself obliged fo submit to the
conditions imposed upon him, he took his pocket-book
and threw it upon the island, afier writing in it that he
was going in the skiff in quest of water, into whatever
land the mercy of heaven might conduct him.

He first sought along the rocks, and on (he coasts of
several other small islands; but if there chanced to be
any in the low situations, of in the caverns of the rocks,
the spray of the sea, which broke continually against
them, rendered it unfit for use. He was oblizged to re-
tarn tir the small island, in order to make a kind of deck
for the sha![op. as it was impossible to under(ake a longer
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© havigation with an open vessel.  Pelsarl baving per
suaded the whole parly 10 agree 1o his resolulions, de
parted with thase whom he seleced to accompany him,
He 0ok an observation of the aliitude, and found it to
be 28 degrees 13 minutes. He sonn came in sight of a
coast which he {ook for Terra Firmay silualed north, a
‘Guarler weut, from the spot where he was wrecked,
distant six miles, according to his computation. They
found, upon sounding, twenty-five and thirty fathoms
water. Al the approach of night he stond off the shore,
but making towards it again at day-break, by nine o’cluck
he was only three miles from i1, It appeared low, with.
out trees, and full of lofty rocks, He discovered a small
bay, with a bottom of sand, but the weather being very
rough, prevented his entering it.

On the following day, the 10th of June, fre continued
standing off and on ; but the séa being still very tempes-
tuous, he found himself necessitated 1o throw overboard
part of his provicions that were in the way ofbaling out
the water, with which the shallop was colitinually nlled.
The wind having abated, he, the next day, steered
northward, without venturing among the breakers, which
deterred him from approaching the shore,  On the 1¢41h
he kept along the coast, -with 2 soulh-east wind, pro=
ceeding with the utmost caution, because it was very
sieep, and there was no appearance of an opening. At
that distance the country appeared fertile and covered
with verdure.  The sltitede on that day was 27 de-
grees, and on the 13th 25 degrees, 40 minules, whence
he concluded that the cutrent had driven him to the
north. Discovering an opening, he, in vain, attempt-
ed fo land, the coast being composed of rocks, of ared

3
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‘. color d0d equal height, without any earth or sand te

form a beach, )

“The l-il_-l_]f,"lhe"t?de. which set strongly towards the
north, was stilf less favorable to bis seeking a lendings
place. Pelsart, however, having perceived a great smoka
at a distance, immediatély ordered the oars to work to-
wards the place from which it was seen to rise. He
flattered himself that he should find water in a district
that must evidently be inhabited. But the coast was
inaccessible, and the sea 4o rough, that he lort all hope
af beivg able to approach it.  Mortificd al such a cruel
obstacle, six of his men trusting 1o their dexterity, lenps
ed averboard, and at length, after much dificully and
danger, reached the shore, while the shallop lay at ane
chor in twenty-five fathoms water. They spent the
whole day in seeking water, and in their progress pers
ceived four men, who advanced towards them, creeping
on alt fours ike quadrupeds.  They did aot discover
them 1o be human creatures 1ill ¢hey had frigbtencd them
by some molions, which obliged them to rise and botake
themselves to fight. They were then observed by those
on board the shallop. These savages wore biack, sl
petfectly neked.  The six Dolchmen, being unable to
discover any tracg of waler, swam back to Pelsart, -
wounded and bruised by the rocks,- against which they
had been dashed by the waves, - They weighed ancher,
and, in spite of their apprehensions of the beoakere, re-
solved to vontmue to follow the coast.

On the 15th they discovered s cape, and nmrthe o~
remity of it a reaf or chain of rocks, projecting o wile
into-the sea. . Pahart did not besitale to vanlure apong
thesw rock, Decaysh the ses appesred very valm, hut ha
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found it to be u passage withoat sny outlel; - Nevet-
_ theless, entering another opening with equal boldhest,
‘b2 came, by degrees, into two fathoms water, witha
bottom of stones ; but this coast being formed by a vandy
_beach, a mile in breadth, he landed there, and ordered
wellsto be dug.  The water was not less salt that that
ofthe sea. They, however, found some rain-water in
. the holes of the tocks, which proved a very greal refief
to men petishing of thirst,  During the night they cof-
lected about one hundred and fifty quarts, Fhey jedged
that the saveges had lately been on the spot, by the ashes
and shells which they found there,
The hope of collecting a greater quantity of water in
the rocks cansed them to brave sll the™ dangers of the
.coast.  They sgain went astiore.the § 6lh, with s lntle
cuncern for their lives, that they scarcely gave themselves
the trouble 10 18ke soundings. Bat at it hadt not rained
for a long time, they were disappointed ; atid even (ke
duepest cavities in the rocks were dry. The land which
they surveyed from thence afforded no promiseof wa-
ter; it was a paked plain, witheut trees, or herbage,
where nothing wes to be seen but ant-hills, or rathern
kind of hives, constructed by those insects for their -
bitations, and most of which were of such magnitude,
that st & distance they might be taken for the huts of sa«
vages,. The flies were so numerous, that Pelvart and-
his companions could scarcely keep themoff, At the
distance of a gun-shot they saw eight of the rative,
-each with & stick in his hand, bot they fled upoen thé ap-
prosch of the Duich. '
. At length, despairing of finding water, they qmlred
. the reef, rasoiwng te abandon tyat coast, - They had
1 4
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flattered themaelves that they should meat wilh Rem-
pesen’s river, but the wind being at north-east, and
blowing with greal violence, and being apprehensive of
greater dangers, they thoughi the best use they could
‘make of the amall stock of water they had collected,
wauld be to repair, as speedily as possible, ta Bataviz,
where they hoped, by the recital of their misfortunes,
1o oblain more effectual relief for those whom they had
Jefl behind in the islands. :

The 17th, being one hundred miles from .the phm
of their shipwreck, (hey set sail to the north.east. Pel-
sart kept an accurate journal of the voyage, whicl: oecu-
_pied fiteen days, {rom Houtman’s rocks to Batavia ; by
which it appears, that il wonld have been performed in
Jess time if it bad not been frequently retarded by con
-$rary winds and calms,  This obstacle, however, was
not the greatest misfortone that he and his crew had to

.struggle with; they bad very little water, and that
;Eitle became daily more and more putrid.  The ap-
_prehension of suffering from thirst . caused them to jose
", much time in weeking walcr. At length, at the mea
ment when their stock was just exhausted, they fouid
.a limpid spring_. 8l which  they replenished theis
| vessels. ; -
Having come in sight of the const. nf Java, they des-
cried a sai} astern, and perceived, 10 their extreme satis-
.faction, that she kept the same course. They immedi-
L alely cast anchor, resolving to wait for her. The next
. morning, at the first dawn of day, Pelsart ordered his-
men o oW lf}wardg_ the vessel; she preved te bes
. Dutch East Indiaman, and was in .cempany wih two
: _ulherls,._l ’_Pgl_lsgrl, went on board the principal, snd was
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recoguized by a counsellor of Batavid,’ ramed Ram-
burgh: He wus deeply affected by the mrratwe ofthe:r
misfortunes, -and still more by the molive which had in
duced: Pelsart to undertake such s perilovs voyage; he
promised. to -support: his solicitations to the Council of
Batavis, sad kept him with bim- (il they reached the
pluces of their-destination. - Uporwtheir arrival, Pelsart
snd his crew -fost no time-in saliciting relief for those
whom they had left, before they'thoughl of reposmg
fram_tbeir own faligues, - ‘

:Meanwhila-a horrid scene way passing in the three
islands wrhere the ‘reniainder of the unfortunate crew
kwd. been feft.” The mate of the ship, who had been
an apathecary st Harlenr, and whose name was Je
rome -Comelis, had, in the course of the voyage, on
the cemst of Africa, ploited with the pilot and some
of the seamen, (o muke themselves masters of the
ship, ‘for the purpose of pitacy.  Afier the Joss of
the vessel, possessing no meanms of getting ashore, he
passed two days floaling about on the main-mast ; but
at the moment whendeath appeared inevitable, a yard,
which was driven tows ‘ds him with the wind, enabled
him to-reachone of the islands, In Pelsart's absence
" . the command devolved upon him. Far from being Jed,
by the: corsmon misfortunt, to repent of his perfidious
designs, he thought this a favorable opportunity for put.
ting them in execution, concéiving, that if he coyld
roake Wimself master-of the remsinder of the crew, it
. would be easy for him to surprize the commander, when
_he shoold arrive with relief from Batavia, and even to-
seize his vensel. - But it would Arst be necessary to get
~rid of those..-whedn he mspetled to be inimieal 1o hm
design,

3
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Befote he dipped his hunds in Mood, lie petinsded
his sccomplices o sign ‘a-promise, by which they tn-
geged to pdy implcit cbedienve to his orders,” The
greatest patt of the crew wers o the same hland with -
him, which, from a melancholy presentiment; had al
ready been denominated the cemetety of the Batavin,
Cormelis siont over {o the other islind, under the pre.
text of reeking water, a yowng officer, called Weybe.
hays, o man of talents and rewalution, from whom be
expected the most difficulty,. while be was-hess nfroid of
the penetration of theothers. The atrocious monster
employed such cruel precastion in (ke executien of his
sanguinaty measures, that thirty or forty of his compe-
aions were dispatched before they had -conceived the
Jaast mistrust of hiz intentions. Those who escaped
_ being massacred, saved themselves on some planks, snd
joined Weybehays, to whom: they reluted what had hap-
pened.  There were forty mten in hiz islend, tnd after
a search of seversi days they had st length foutrd water;
this discovery he had immediately snnounced to Cot-
nelis by a prevoncerted signal of the three fités, which,
"however, werenot perceived.’

Ypon hearing the acconnit of the fag‘!wea, Weybe-
hays, not doubting but that the aseassint Intended the
same fate for hita, placed himself in a posture of de-
fence. They were aware that they should find him
upon his guardj therefore, i bit fury, fisst landing in
the third isand, they murdered oll the anfertumste
‘wretches who bad repeired thither, excepting some wo-
non snd seven children.  They postpened it the fol-
lowingday, the last act of this blobdy tragedy, which
related b0 ‘Weybehnys, doobtions, boping that, as he
was badly armed, he would in the mean time vewolve
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fo prevent their mttack by & voluntary submission.
Cornelis employed this interval in opening the chests
“of merchandize which had been saved from the wrecks
he distributed the siuffs among his company, and hav-
ing chosen himself guards, he gave them scarlet clothes,
with broad gold and silver lace. Five women, whose
lives had been spared, were regarded as part of the
booly. He reserved one for himself; another, the
- daughter of the chaplain, was given io his lieulenant,
and the three others were relinquished to the use of the
public. :
Afiar the perpetration of these atrocities he caused
Bimself to be elected captain-general, by an act xigp-
<d by ull his patlisans. He then dispatched twenty-
€wo men in iwd boats o attack Weybehays and hie
companions; but this detachment being repuised, he,
resolved 10 go himself with thirty-seven men, being
ihe whole number that those small vessels coubd carry.
Weybehays was ready to receive them upon land-
ing, with scarcely ahy other atms ihan spiked slicks,
and obliged them to retire.  Finding it irpossible to
succeed by force, the asssssing then determined fo
have recourse io negociation. ‘They proposed = trea-
ty, to which Weybehays readily agreed, and the chap=
lain was commissioned to prepare the arficles. It was
voncluded spon the following condilions : That Cor-
nelis shouid cesse to harrass Weybehays” company §
that he should give the latter a parl of the stuffs toe
clothe his people; that they should jointly go in qguest
of water and provisions, which should be equally dis-
tributed smonp the two companies; and that, on lhe
pnzl of Weybehays, a small boat, inwhigh a scamas
16
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of the opgosite party had made his escape, should be
restored,,  But while they were trealing with every ap-
pearapce of good fith, Cornelis wrote to some French
soulicrs who had joined Weybehays, offering each of
them a bribe of six thousand livres, hoping lo procure
fr.m them such intelligence as would enable him fo sur-
prive his enemies, . These letters were shewn to Wey-
behays, who resolved o employ artifice against {rea-
chery.  The following day having been appoioted for
“the execuuon of the articles, Cornelis, not suspecting
that be was discovered, brought the stuffs himself, loge«
ther with several of his partisaps.

. He bad scarcely set foot in the jsland, when his com-
panions were attacked, aod himself bound and secured.
Three of his men were killed on the spot, and only one,
sumed Wouterlos, escaped; be returned the next day
at the head of a numerous bedy, which was, bowever,
repulsed by Wejbehays.

The rebels, enraged at their il success, . daily made -

fresh autacks, which were rendered futile by the cou-
rage and conduct of their brave antagonist. He
would probably, howeyer, have been obliged (o yield
in the end, his troop being inferior im number (o
that of Cornelis, and being gradually enfechied by
want.
. Pelsart lost no urne a Ba]av:a, by his pressmg soli-
cilations he at lengih obtained of. the council a fri-
gate, walicd the Serdam, .and some Guzarat divers,
He csinoJLd the utiost expedition in equipping the
ship, and geting on board the provisions; and, impel-
led by 2 faverable wind, he soon reached the rocks of
Ho_utman.
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The captain had been shsent two manths, but he rea-
dily recollected & spot which his sensibility had deeply
imnpressed upon hismind. Upon his arrival shere, he per-
¢eived a smoke rising from one of the istands, which af-
forded him the sgreeable certainty that all those whohad
escaped from {he wreck had not perished. He immedi-

. ately cast ancher, and set off in the skiff, with'a supply of
bread and wine, for the island. On the way he was met
by a bont containing four men. Among these was the

_ generous Weybehays, who came to acquaint him with
the scenes of horror which had passed during his absence;
that the fury of the rebels continued -withoat diminution,
aud that he had been attacked by them that very morn-
ing. He likewise informed him of the horrible plot of
these infatuated men, who had resolved 1o seize him and
hits ship upon hisarrival.

The indignant captain suddenly tacked and stood back
towards the frigate. He had scarcely got on board and
given orders for a vigorous defence, when he perceived
two rebel boats advancibyg towards him. Pelsart was as-
tonished in the highest degree to see them manned by
armed men, covered with gold and silver lace. When
they were within call, he asked them why they approach-
ad the vessel with arms in their hands, spon which they
rephied : * We wiil tell you when we ure on board.” The
captain, justly irritated, ordered thew io throw their arms

~ overboard, or he wouldrun them down.  This menacing

tone, and thesuperior force with which it was seconded,
produced a speedy submission; they threw away (heir

arms, and went on board the ship, where they were im-

mediately put in irops.  One of the ring-leaders, called

Jobn de Bremen, who was first interrogated, because he
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imd the sudacity to reemmce those who pai on his drons,
coufelsed that be had murdered, or astisted 1o murder,
{wenty-mven permoar.  The hame evesing Weybehays
took on bosrd bis prisower, Cometis. This was the 17th
of Sepsember, . .

The felowing day the captain and the pilot look the
. boats, and bsiag reinforced by ten men of Weybehays’
tompany, they landed in the mland, where the rest of Cor
' nelis-party were. These were dishenrtened st the sight of
theic captain, serrendered their arss, and suffered them-
solves to be put in irons.

After this act of wuthority, Palsart proceeded with the
utmaal assiduity, 1o sevk and ogllect the merchandise and
ffects belonging to the Company, which were soattered

orer the island.  Hix exertions were attended with suc.-

cess; every thing was found excepting e gold ring and
chain, but before night the ring was delivered to the cap-
tain. 'Repairing to the spot-where the vessel was wreck-
ed, he had the mortification to vee the Batavia in a thou-
wnd pieces, with ber keet wunk it the sand, part of the
" ship’s bread, casl by the waves upon the rock, and othet
fragments of the wreck still floating about:  Pelsart was
informved by one of the adilors, thal one day, daring his
shesnce, and the only day they hsd of fine westher, duvs
ing gone (o fich, the end of » pike strock egainst o chest
of teeasure.  This intelligence gave the captain fresh
hopes, and he flattered timself that he should be able to
recover oll the others, but the weather being unfavorable
he rescived {o defer his researches, '
‘The following day Pelsart conveyed o the island, upon
which Weybahays’ company were, the provisions which
- sbey wure in want of.  On the 25tk of Seplember, the
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ceptain and pilot, accompanied by Gusarat djvers, re-
torned to the wreck; the sky was serene, and -the sea
calm, They approached the place st low water, and
soon bronght up one chest; a sécond was recovered in
the same manner, and the divers declared they had
totched four more, Indications of & storm inferrupted
their labor, which was ressmwed in the alteraoon, Three
chests were raised, but the fourth was wedged ao fast
between. rocks that all their efforts 1o weigh it proved in-
effectual.  They were, therefore, obliged 1o abandon it,
bt first look the procaution to mark the spot with an an-
chor and x carmon thut were loft on the shore, The two
succeeding days were foggy. )

- A cold south wind now blowing with considerable vie-
lence prevented them from working at the wrezk, but it
was favorable for reaching Batavie, Pelsart, willing to
take acvaniage of it, held s conteltation, the reslt of
which vems, that they shoold immediately set sail, It was
likewise decided to try their rebe! prisoners, Their num-
ber, and the uneasiness of the officers concerniog the mer-

chandize and efects mved from the wreck, weighed
egningt that consideration which was due te the Compa-
ny'stribunal. - The culprits were tried, sentenced to be
hanged and execoted on the 29th.  The following day
Pelsart weighed snchor, with 2 favorable wind, for Bats-
‘vin, whete ite anived in & very short time.
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NARRATIVE OF '
THE SHIPWRECK OF M, DE BRISSON,

ON THR COAST OF BARLLRY,

.f!ﬁd of his Captivity among the Moors.
Writiez by HimeetL

e —

3. de Brisson embarks for Sanegal-—The Ship strikes on the Afri-
cen Const—-The Crew make their Escape-They nre made $laves
by the Natives—Their creel Treatmeat-—Narrow Escape of M.,
de Brisson-—Tainful Journey from the Sea-coast into the Inte-
riar---Barbarity of the Natives-—-Hosrid Fate of the Caplain and
second Ceptain.. Death of anathet of Brisson’s Companions- -
Brinon's spirited Canduct procures him better Treatthrent—He
is purchesed by his Mester's Brother-in-Law, who conduots bins
to Mogador---Brisson’s Interview with the Emwperor of Moroepo-
He returns to Europe, '

H AVING made several voyages to Africa, ] recpived
an order in June, 1785, from the Marshal de Castries,
then minister and secretary of state for the maripe de~
pariment, to embark for, the island of St. Louis, in the
Senegal, in the St Catheripe, commanded by M. Le
Ture. On the 1oth of July we passed between.the Ca-
nary isle and that of Palma, and the caplain havihg re- -
Jjected my advice refalive to the caution necessary o be
observed in those seas, the ship soon aflerwards struck
wpon shoals, '

A dreadiyl confuswn ensued, The mn!s qug Ioosen-
ed by the shock, quivered over our heads, and the sails
were torn into a thousand pieces. The terror beceme
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general; the cries of the sailors, mixed with the terrible
roaring of the sea, irritated, as it were, by the interruption
of its course between 1he rocks and the vessel, added to
tbe horror of the scene. In this dangerous stale, such
was the consternation of the crew, that rio one thought of
saving himself. * O my wile 1" cried one. * O my dear
children ! exclaimed a second ; while others, extending
{heir hands towards heaven, implored Lhe divine protec-
tion, In the hope of saving the ship, the masis were cut
away, but our exertions were of no avail, the hold being
a!ready fiked -with water.

We must inevitably have been lost, had not Mr. Yan,
one of 1he lieutenanir; Mr. Suret, a passenger; threo
English'sailors, and a few others, encoursged by my ex-
ample, assisied me 10 haul out the shallop, and to pre-
vent it aflerwards from being sunk or dashed 10 pieces
.against the sides of theship. We were obliged to strig-
~  gho-dbe whele night against the fury of the sea, that when

.he day sppeared we might be able to avoid Lhe rocks, by
~which we were sarrounded on all sides, and get, if possi=

ble, rm shote, .

We had scarcely made {wo strokes with our oars when
they were swep! from the hands of the rowers by the
violence of the waves; the shaflop was overset; we were
separated In an-instant, and all, excepting Mr, Devoise,
brother to the Ceonsul at Tripuli, cast upon a sand-bank,

1, however, immediaiely threw myself into the water,
and was fortupate enough to save him from destruction.

Qur unfortunate companions, who had remained on
- board, now saw themselves deprived of every assistance

from us; but I soon revived their hopes, by plunging
.into the waves, accompanied by Mr. Yen, whose zeal
aad activity seconded my efforts.  He prevailed spon
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the rest to join us in our endeavours to pet the-shaflop
afloatagain, which we-accomplished with great difficalty ;
but we found ourselves amply repaid for our labor when
e sot the rast of the crew on shore. 'We, however, es-
caped-thisfirst danger only to become the victims of & e«
- cond, stili more terrible,

When the wretched ctew had reached the shor2, I
persuaded them Lo climb the sorrounding rocks, on the
summit of which we discovered an extensive plain, ters
‘minsted by some smaii hills, covered witha kind of wild
fern. On these hills we saw some childreh collecting a
flack of goats. As soon as they heheld strangers, 1hey
et up such outcties = instantly alarmed and Eroughl 0w
-gether the neighboring inhabitants, Theee, after view.
ing the crew, began to dance end caper, st the same
time utteving the wost horrid cties and yells,

When {hese savagescame up, someof my compsnions,
smang whom were (he first and second, licotenanty, sepa-
rated from us, They ware immediately surronded wod
seiwaxd by the coiler; and it was then thal, by the reflection
of the sun’s rays from the pelished blades of their poig-

minrds, wa first discovered them to be armed.  As I bad-
nat perceived this bofore, I had advanced without any
fear.

Cur two urfortenste companions baving disappear.
ed, [ could not make the men stopeven for a short time.
Fear got such possession of their hearts, that, giving
venk o ores of despair, they ull fled different ways.
The Arabs, armed with cutlesses and large clubs, feil
upoo then with incredible fury, snd I had the mortifi-
eation of soon seeing some of them wousnded, while

athers, ltnpped nakad, Iny exssnded and expiring in the
sand,
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I was o fortunate as to obtain a promise of good-will
{tom an unarmed Amb, who alterwstds prored.tabe s
taibe, or priest, by giving bim two waiches, agald siork~
buckle, two pair of silver sleeveshutions, & raag set:with
dinemonds, a silver goblet, and twe hundred and 1wenty
livres in specia. The laller article affurded bim mont
pleasure.

The news of our shipwreck being spread through the
cowniry, we saw the savages ranning in great-haete from
sl quarierit their numbers peturally increased the jealossy
of the oibars, so Lhutikey soon came 1a biows, and seversi
livas wera jout in ihe contest.  The wouaten, entsged that
Jhey covid oot pillage Lhe ship, (wil spor rad tore from us
dhe [ew urticles of drees we had defis bul their stiontioa
'was princigally surected by mine, which seeswed to be
more worthy of their notice,

. My master, who was by no mesm of a watlike dis-

positian, perceiving that the number of the Arabs in-
cressed overy momest, called aside two of his #iends,
whor: he ounnigly admitted ax partners with bim in
1w property of twelve of Lhe erew who had surrendared
shemselves {0 him. - Afier making his arrangemenis he
sejired Yoom the crowd, that he might sheiter us trom ine
salt. Theplace which he chose for that purpose was a
wictchad hul, covered with raoss, 6t the distance of more
than 2 lemgue from. the sen; here we lodged, o sather
were beaped one apon the other.

Our patron's first care was (0 gy us o visil, sad 4o

soarch us, lost wo should have commanlad any of vur prob
- perty.  Unimckily for thesn iy companions -had pron
served nothing, on which account he wasin a very it
drmour, and shewed shem vo mercy- - He tesk fowem
ihowm oven their shets and handkerchiofs, intimating,
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that if he did not do them that favor,’ others would, He
likewisesttempted 16 pay me the same compliment, but
upon my observing that [ had already given h:m enough,
¥ experienced no farther molestation.

Reing as yet ignorant among what tribe we had fallen,
T addressed myself 16 cur master for informstion ; and
partly by words, and: partly by signs, I put the follow-
ing questions to him: * What i« thy name, and that of
thy tribe, and why didst thou fly from these crowds whe
advanced towards the shores of the sea?” He replied
“ My name is Sidy Mohammmed of Zowze ; my tribe is
that of Lebdesseba, and I fed froth the Ouadelims because
we are not on good lerms with cre another,” 1 was
much affected to find that 'we had fallen into the hands-
of the moat ferocious people who inhabit the desarts of
Africa,

While the talbe repaired to the shore for more plun-
der, a company of Ouadelims discovered and pillaged
our retreat, and beat us most unmercifully. I was almost
at the last gasp, when one of the associates of the talbe
came and rescued me, and before a large assembly afler-
wards claimed me as the reward of his valor. The
priest made the strongest objections to this claim, threat-
ening to chastise the claimant, who replied tothe talbe:
*« Since this is thy pretension, as he cannot ‘be mine, he

“shall perish by my hand.” - He had scarcely pronounced
these words, when he drew his poniard to stab me, [
trembled under the theeatening dagger of this barbarian;
but my mastes; without losing a moment, threw over me
a kind of chaplet, formed of a long piece of cord, upen
which are-strung & great number of small black balls,
and then took in his hand a small book which hung in his
girdle.  The women, at the same instant, rushed lo-
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wards we, snatched me from the bands of the claimant,
and delivered me into those of the enraged: priest, dresd-
* ing lest he should thunder forth an anathema agast his
antagonist,

. When I had recovered a litile tfanqmihly, and began
to reflect upan the danger [ had escaped, I was so0 much
effected that I could not refiain from tears. ] endea-
vored 1o conceal from every eye this testimony of my
sensibility and grief; bat being observed by some of the
women, instead of feeling compassion, they throw sand
in my eyes, * to dry my eye-lids,” as they said. Fortu-
nately Lhe abscurity of the night concesled me from the
- sight of these monslers, and saved me from their fury.

We had now been three days in a state of slavery,

and during that time had taken no noutishment butl a

. litule fHour, wkick, though before spoiled by the sea wa-
tgr, was rendered still more disagreeable by the mixture
‘of batley-meal, which had long been kept in a goat’s
skin; and bad as this repast was, il was repealedly inler-
rupted by the alarming oulcries which we heard at soms
distance, - '

The Arab tribe fo whom we were prisosers had re-
paired 1o the sea.coast a few days before our shipwreck,
to coltect the fruits of wild plants for the support of their
families in 1he interior of the country; but upon the ap-
proach of Lheir enemies, the OQuadelims, - they prepared
to relirn horoe wilh their provisions and prisoners.

After passing mountains of prodigious beight, covered
with smail, sharp, grey:sh flints, we descended into a
sandy valley, overgrown with sharp thisilen. Having
here slackened our pace, I found that the sojerof my feet
were entirely covered with blood, so that it. was impos-
sible for me 10 praceed ary farther, My masier .then
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made me ot up behind him npon his enme! but thid
altention, on his part, instead of glving me any relfef,
had 2 quité contmry effect, and exposed me to the ees
verest pain, A camel naturally steps very heavily, and
his trot is remarkably hard, - Being maked; and unable
to defend myself from the friction of ihe anima¥s halr, in'
4 very little titne my skin was entirely rubbed of. My
 blood trickled down fhe animal's sides, and imtead of
exciting pity i these barbarizns, this sight afforded them’
& subject of diversion. They made sport of my suffer-
ings, and spurred on- the camels, in'arder to heighten
their enjoyment, My weunds would, in consequence,’
have been rendered incurable, had I not formed the re~
solution of throwitg myself off and walking upon the
sand. ‘This I accomplished, and sustained no- other in-
jury in the fall than that of being dreadfully pricked by
the thistles, which covered the “ho]e sutface of the
ground. '
Towards evening, perceiving z thick smoke, I ima. .
gined that we were approaching some hamlet, where we
should find semething to eat, and, above all, something
to allay our intolerable thirst; but I soon perceived that
' there was nothing but a few bushes, in which our guide
had wken op his fodging. Exhausted with fatigue, I
retired behind one of them, to wait for the rolieving
hand of death, bt had scarceiy extended myself on the
ground when an Arab of eor company came and coms
pelled me to get up to unload his came!l, This inselt I °
resented, and found af'tem ‘atds thal it produced a good'
“effeet
‘1 obsgrved preparations makmg which threw me into
the greatest inquietude. They made flints red-hot ina
large pam, rzised a huge stone which Jay at the foot of
4
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s bush, dug up the earth, and frequenily repesfing my
name, they all Burst intaloud fits of laughter. Then
calling me, they obliged me to spproach the hole they
bsd dug i the ground, while the man whem 1 bad
beaten made different signs wiih bis hand,’ ofien drawe
ing it backwards and forwards against his throst, as if to
give me to understand that he would cut i, or that ihey
were rosolved to serve me in that manner. In spite of
oy resolution, end the determination to defend myself,
these gestores were vety alarming s but my apprehen-
siohs were converled into surprise, when [ 1aw fhem
take from the pit which I had appreached, 8 goat’s skin
full of water, & smull leather bag, containing barley
menl, and a goat newly killed. By the sight'of thess
provisions 1 was restored to my former tranquiliity,.
thesgh 1 was igrorant for what purpese the heated flints
were inlended. At length ] saw them fill with watec n
large wooden vessel, inle whikh some bariey meal had
baen put, and the red-hot fiints being thrown inio the
water, served le make it boil. They therr made a kind:
of paste, kneading il aflerwards with theis irmds, and.
swatlowing it wilhout chewing.

As for s slaves we . had nothing fo eat but some &f-
this paste, which was thrown te.us upen the carpet used
by onr patwon to pwt uader hisdect while he repeated
his prayers, and in the maght as a malireis. 1o toep om,
After kneading this leaven a long time, he gave it lo me’
to digrribute it among my compenions. - It can searcely
be imagined how disagroepble it wus to the taste. The:
water with which it was mixed had been precured on
the sea-shore, and was aflerwrds pressrved i in a goat’y,
#kin, which they had lined with a kind of pitch to pre-
vent it fiem corrupting, by which its smell was render-



192. THE SHIFWRECK OF M. DE BATSSGN:

ed doubly disgnsting, Fhis water was our oniy drink,
and, bad as it was, our allowance was extremely
scanty.

At dinner. time, the next day, our masliers tegaled
wpon faw fat, of which they appeared remarkably fond.
As soon gs the meat was roasted, or rather baked, they
took it from ihe earth, gnd, without taking time (o ftee
it from the sand which adhered to it, they devoured it
with excessive voracily. Having well picked the bones,

~ they used their nails to scrape off the remaining flesh,
and then threw them (o us, telling us, at the seme time,
to eat quickly, and to reload the camels, that our journey
might not be delayed.

Passing some of the tents, the women, still more fero-
cious than the men, took pleasure in lormenting us
while our masters durst scarcely ¢yppose them. Having
retired to a small distance from my load I perceived a
man taking aim at me with a2 double-barrelied fusee,
vpon which I presented my breast (o him, desiring him
lo fire. He was greatly asionished al ihis firmness, snd
his surprize lended to confirm me, in my opinion, that
these peopleare impressed with respect when a person
appears not o fear thew. 1 was odvancing towards
1his man, when I was sttuck on the head, and for a few
moments deprived of sense, by a stone from an unknown
hand, but which I suspecied to have been thrown by his
wife. .

After resting (hwee days emong the Arabs of the tribe
of Roussye, we resumed our journey, penetrating far-
ther into the interior of the country, where we were to.
jein the families of cur conduciors,. Afier being ex-
pored for sixieen days lo the greatest [atigues and

.‘dreadful miserips, wo at length rea.(-hed the end of
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6ut journey,-in a most wretched and exbausted con-
dition.

Being observed upori the brow of a hill, several of
the black slaves, whose principal employment is'to tend
the camels, came to meet our masters, in order to kiss
their feet, and enquire after their health. As we pros
. teeded, the children made the air resound with shouts
of joy, and the women slanding up, out of respect,
awaited, at the doors of their tents, the arrival of their
. husbands, Upon their approach they advanced to-
wards them with an air of submission, and each, afier
prostrating before her husband, laid her right hand on
his head and kissed it. This ceremony being firished

they begran to satisfy our caoriosity with regard to us,
‘und to load us with abuse ; but they did not slop here,
for they even spat in our faces, and pelted us with stones,
*'The children, imitaling their example, pinched us, pul
ted our hair, and scratched us with their nails; their
truel mothers ordered them to attack sometimes one and
someétimes another, and taking pleasure in making them
torment us. Exhausted with hunger, thirst, and despair,
we had impatiently wished for the moment of our
arrival, but litde did we foresee the new tormcnls lhal
awaited us.

- After our masters had divided their slaves, the favu-
“File wife of the 1albe ordered M, Devoise, M. Bandré,
and myﬁelf' who had fallen to Ler husband’s share, 10
1inloaa the camels, to clean a kettle which she’ brought
us, and to pull up some roots to mzke a fire. ‘'While
thus employed in stgnlf}uw her will 1o us, ber husband

~was quietly emjoying a sound slcep on the kuees of one
bf his concubines, .

YOL. 1L - o K
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The hope of soon regaining my liberly inspired me -
wilh sufficient fortitude to endure the hardships imposed
vpen me by this diabolical woman. I, therefore,
went to collect some wood, but what was my surprise,
when, upon my return, 1 beheld my two compgnions,
who had been dreadfully beaten, extended on the sand.
They had been subjected to this cruel treaiment, be-
cause their strength being entirely exhausted, they had
baen unalle to perform the task assigned them. My re-
peated outeries awaked by master, and though, as
yet, I spoke the language, very imperfecily, T endea-
voured 1o address him in the following terms: * Have
you conducted us hither to cause wsto be butchered
. hy a cruel woman ? Think of your promise. Conduct

" me without delay, either to Senegal or Morocco; if
you do not, I will cause all the effects I gave you to be
taken away. '

Mj passion knew no bounds, and several of the
neighbours having approached me, my master appear-
ed to be extremely uneasy, fearing lest I should men-
tion the quantily of the effects which he had received
from me, Addressing himself to his wife: « I forbid
thee,” said he, * to require from him the least service
that may be disagreeable lo him, and if thou dost, I
desire that he may not obey thee.” From that mo-
ment this woman conceived an implacable hatred
against me,

The end of Augmlapproached and not the smallest
preparations were made for our journey. I asked Sidy
Mohammed what he waswaiting for, in order to conduct
me to Senegal. He replied, that he was looking for
sirong vigorous camels capable of esduring the fatigues of
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such a journey, and that it was his intention to set off as
soon as he had procered them.

I was the more urgent in entreating him not to delay,
as the nights now began to be very uncomforlable, the-
dew frequently welling us through the bushes, which-
afforded w kind of shelter. From this dew, we, how-
ever; ohtained some relief; for, by collecting it in our
hands from our bodies, it served- (0 quench our thirst,
which the coolness of the night did not allay, and we
preferred it (o our own urine, which we were often
necessitated to.drink. Having spoken to my masier a
second time, be made me such a reply as convinced me
that he was sincere. * Dost thou think,” said he, ** that, .
in the present excessive heat, il would be possible to tra-.
vel without provisions, and, above all, without water?.
We should find it very difficult 1o approach the Sene-

" gal, asthe river has inundated all the neighboring plains;
and we should have much to fear from the Arabs of the
tribe of Tratgea, whe are our enemies. I tell thee the
truth,” added he, * we must wait till the month of
October,”

As we were Christians, when the Arabs had al-.
maost exhaueted their provisions, the dogs fared bet-
ter than.we, and it was in the basins destined for
their use that we received our allowance. Their ob-
Ject was to make us change our religion, but in (his

“they failed, although our food now consisted of raw
snails, and herbs and plants, that were trodden under

foot,

I was soon undeceived - by a young female Moor,
whose flacks fed with those I 1ended, respecting the
hapes 1 had. entertained of liberty, in conseguence
of my master’s promises, and this information rens.

i K2
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dered my labors still more irksome and inmpport-
able:

I no longer met in the fields my companions in mis-
fortune, but, sbove all, I regreited the loss of the eap-
tain. Hts company had often comforted me in affiic.
tion, and I foand a kind of alleviation in conversing with
bim on our sufferings, and the hopes we entertained of
returning to our native land. One evening, the cool-
mess of the weather having ‘enticed my camels to stray
farther than vsual, I was ander the necessity of follow-
ing them to a neighboring hamlet, where 1 beheld a
spectacle traly horrible, The unfortenate captain was
extended lifeless upon the sand, holding, in his mouth,
one of his hands, which his exireme weakness had,
- donbtless, prevented him from devouring. He was so-
altered by famine, that all his fealures were absolutely
effaced, and his body exhibited ‘the most disgusting ap-
Pearance,

A few days afterwards (he second ¢aptain having fal.
len, throuwgh weakness, at the foot of an ald gum-tree, .
was altacked by an enormous serpent.  Some famished
crows, by their cries, frightened away the venomous
antinal, and alighting on the body of the dying man,
were. tearing him to pieces, while four savages, more
cruel (han the furions reptile, beheld this scene without
affording him the least sssistance, I endeavored to run
towards bim, if possible, to save his life, bul was stop-
ped by the barbarians, who, after inseliing me, seid:
+ This christian also will soon become a prey to the birds.”
Finding ty efforis tneffectual, 1 hastened from this scene
of horror; and-net knowing which- way to direct my
steps, I folfowed my sheep and my camels. Upon my
arrival £t the (ents, my masler, strack with my absent
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and distracted looks, enquired what was the maiter.
.o, “ rephied 1,” a few steps hence, -and-behold what
your cruelty, and that of your wife, is capsble of
producing.  You have auffered my companien to ex-
pire, and because his iliness prevenied him from work-
ing, you refused bim he milk necessary for his subsis-
tence.” .
While pronouncing these words I concealed my fears,
. which would oaly bave excited the laughter of these
human brutes, who orilered me to go and bring away
tha bloody clothes of the unhappy victim of their barba.
zity, 1 was fired with indignation at such an indecent
proposal. My ngitation, and the fern which I had ealen
to appeass iny hunger, produced a painful vomiing,
which was succceded by almost toial debility, 1 was,
howaever, eble (o crawi behind a bush, where I found
. another wretched object, who enquired the resson of
 my tears, and if I had seen Baudré, *“ Heis not far
o, I replied. This was alt I could ar wished to say ¢
hut my master's sistes, who came 1o bring us some milk,
axclaimed s « The crows are now devouring Baudré’s
entrails ; you will soon meet the same fate; you are good
for nothing else.” '
My health, which bad hitherto been better than I
.could have expected, now declined fast. My whole
skin had been twicerenewed, and my body began Lo
be covered, a third lime, with akind of scales, like those
of the Arabs, and this change was attended with con.
siderable pain. The thorns, over which | had walked,
had tosn my feet to the quick; 1 could scarcely stand
ersct, and the large dogs continually let loose upon me,
and from which 1 could never disengage myselt without
vecoiving dresdful weunds, rendercd me absolutely in-
K3 . S
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capable of guarding the camels, Toadd to my misery,
the excessive heats abou! the end of February and March
had dried up all the water in that. part of the country,
and not a single drop of rain had fallen to moisten the
tields which I'had sown, Our cattle finding no pas-
ture, were on the point of perishing, when the tiibes
of Labdesseba, and the Ouadelims, haviag taken-inio
consideration their present condition, resolved to go'in
-quest of some spot occupied by more industrious inha-
bitants; , '

In this melancholy situation I accidentaily met with
an Arab, having in his train a Christian slave, wha, I
found, had been baker to our ship. This man was dis-
posed of to my master at s moderale price, and ordered
to perform my ordinary fsbor. I had now an opportu.
nity of recruiting my strength s little; but the unfortu.
rate baker paid dearly for his knowledge in the art of
preparing food. Having eaten all the smails we counld
find, we fed upon sheep which bad died,. either of hun-
ger or disease.  This suggested to us the idea of sirang-~
ling a few kids in the night time, persuaded that our.
masters would not meddie with them, as their law prohi.
bits their ealing of any animal unless it has died by the
knife; but being suspected, and at lengih caught in the
fact, we narrowly escaped having our throats eut.

One morning, as.] was preparing to set off to cut
waod, poor Devoise, addressing me in a faint and lan-
guishing voice, said: * The illusion is now over; I
hitherto flattered myself with hopes of again beholding
my nalive country, but I feel my strength forsake me.
T'his night, my dear friend, for this title justly belongs to
you, alter ali your care, you will find my ‘body arrested’
by the cold hand of death. Adieu, my friend! the tears
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~which ’)'ou sirive to conceal, are a new.proof of your al-
tachment.  Wrile to my brother ; tell him'that I re- '
membered him in my last moments, and that 1 die with

the sentiments of a true christian.  Adieu! n{y_lasl mo- .

1+

ment is nearer than I expected, I expire!” Heéspoke
no more; that moment was, indeed, hisfast:
I was deeply affecied at losing M. Devoise, though

I had only known him since our departare fronr France, -
1 went inte the fields to seek the vnly companion I bad
now left, and, upon our return, we were ordered to
carry away our friend’s body, and to diga very deep
pit, in order, as the Arabs sald, to conceal that chris=
tian from the sight of their children. This last duty te
the deceased we performed with much difficalty ; for,
being too wesk 1o carry him, we were obliged to drag

him by the feel three quartersof a-league. The earth,
at the brink of the pit, giving way, 1 tumbled in first,
and was very near expiring under the weight of the
body.

A few days aflerwards we guitled that place to seek

a more fertile spot, and encamped in the vicinity of
several other tribes, where I found one of our sailory,
ramed Dencux, whe was a slave like myself, Iin-
quired what had become of his companions. ** Six of
them,"” said he, ** were carried away by the emperor’s

son, soon alter our shipivreck, and have sinte gone to

France. M. Taffaro, the surgeon-msjor, died of blows

he received on the head with a large stick; M. Raboin,
gecond lieutenant, likewise expired in dreadful tortore.

Qthers, to avoid the horrors of famine, have renounced

_tbéir religion.  As for me, it will not be long before §

. fullow those whom death has delivered from their mi

K4
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sery. Behold in what a condition I am, there is no kind
of ill treatmrent to which I am not daily exposed.”
Upon the information that some of the crew lad re-
turned to France, 1 onceived neéw hopes, thinking that
the marine minister would transmit positive orders to
reclaim the rest. Such commands were actually receiv-
€d by the vice-consut at Moroceo, but he neglected to
execute them. I was reflecling upon Lhe causes of this
total neglect, when, upon retiring behind my bush, I
was much astonished to see my master’s camels return-
ing without & guide. Being called, rather late, toTe-

ccive my portion of milk, and not seeing the poor baker,

I took the liberty of inquiring what was become of him,

but the Arabs returned a very cold answer, and drove

ge from their presence. Early ihe next moring a

" young Arab, employed in tending the flocks, informed
we that Sidy Mohammed, suspecting that-the baker pri-
vately milked his camels, watched him, and having

_caught him in the fact, se:zed him by the throat and
strungled him.

1 was now the only slave remaining in the hamlet, and
bad no longer any companion te whom I could commu-
nicate my misfortunes, My situation became daily mora
deplorable, but yet I resolved not to suffer myqeif to be
dejected.

3

This resolution, and my conduct towards those who

had endeavored to bumble me, procured me some re~
spect among Lhese savages; so that 1 was occasiopally
permitted Lo lodge in the back of their tents, and even
sometitmes to drivk oyt of their vesseis. My master oo
suffered me Lo remain unmolested, and I was no longes
required to tend bis camels. - It is true, he never maida
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word concetning my liberty, but if he had Iabould not
have regarded it, as I was sp well acquainted with his
perfidy that I placed nol the least confidenae in bim. It
was, however, necessary for me to make faggots, as I
had done for some time, in order to exchange them far
milk, being often driven by thirst almost to madness.
The Arabs themselves suffered exceedingly from the
same cause; several of them died of hunger and thirst ;
this being the fourth season in which their crops had
. been destroyed by drought, This dreadful situation had
so irritated their minds, that the different tribes made
war upon _each other.  Milk entirely failed them, and
each tried who could carry off most catile, for the pus-
pose of killing them and drying the Hesh. Water was
still scarcer, as liitle is to be found in the desert, excepd
" ing towards the sea, and even there it is black, putrid,
_and brackish. _ The bad quality of this heeerage,.to-
gether with the want of pasturage, always koeps the
. Arabs at a distance from the const,  Being destitute of
- gvery kind of provision, nane atlempted to pursue his
journey. Those who had the least milk quanched their -
thirst from the howels of the camels whick they killed.
From the stomachs of these animals they pressed a gteen-
ish kind of waler, which they carefully preserved, and
boiled their flesh in it, That procured from the bodies
of their goats had (he laste and smoli of sweet fannel,
and the broth made of it never appeared disagraeable
but that procured from the eamel was not equally plea-
sing 1o the taste T was much astonished, that . these -
. snimals, which eever drink above twice or thrice a yeas,
and est pothing but dried plants, should have suck s pro-
digions quanity of waler io thew stomachs,
K 5
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In order to regain my liberty [ found ineans to get
&gain into my possession the treasure I had given the
Arab, which might have enabled me fo cross the desert,
and to bribe the Arabs to conduct me to Morocco. Sidy
Mohammed, however, soon missed it, and prevailed on
me, by various powerful arguments, once more to restbre
i, The principal inducement was a promise of being
sent 16 Mogador, and meanwhile to be allowed a suffi-
cient quantity of milk, night and morning.

At Jength chance conducted Sidy Mahmud, sherif of
the tribe of Frargea, 1o the place which 1 was watering
with my tegrs. He inquired who I was, upon which
the Arabs mcquainted hismr with my history, boasting of
the great riches, in powder and arms, which I was said
to possess at Senegel. The sherif tmmed:ale!y recol
lected me, asked me what situation 1 had held in the
inand of 81, Louis, and 1 answered his questions. Look-
ing at me nearer, he exclaimed : ¢ What ! art thou Br:s-
son 2 Upun my replying in the affirmative, he appeared
greally astonished, and addressing himself to the Arabs:
* You do nol know this christian,” said he; *every
thing at Senegal belongs to him.”  This man having

. seen me deliver stores in the king’s magazine, imagined
that Lthey were my property ; and my master’s brother-
an-law, Sidy Selim, hearing this flatteting nccountofmy
riches, did not scruple te purchase me at 1he price of
five camels,

1 was ignorant ef this bargain, when } v_v:s unexpects
‘edly filled both with joy and surprize. Returning one
avening with my master from watering oar camels, for
the (hird time during three mionths, my mis(ressordered
me to cairy a Jeather bucke!, which she bad bor:owcd,
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to a neig'hbouring tent. There I found Sidy Selim, who,
calling mé to him, directed me 1o prepare to depart with
him the next morning for Mogador. ' I had been 3o often
flattered with ihis hope, and as often deceived, that [
could scarcely believe him to be in ebrnest. The ap-
pearance, however, of some preparation for the proposed
journey, convinced me that he was, and the old man re-
peating bis protestations, I was so transported that I
threw myself at his feet, wept, sighed, and laughed; in
short, Tknew not what I was doing. In order to feel
or forme an idea of what 1 expetienced, wheh I learned
that the chains of my servilude were broken, a person
must have been reduced to a similar situalion.

My former master then called me, and told me that 1
no longer betonged to him. * [ have fulfiYed my pro-
mise,” tic added, * you are going to be restored to your
country.” These words made me forget all my resent-
ment, and resign myself entirely to joy, which was in~
- -creased when infermed that I was 10 have a companion.
* We are going (o join bim,” said he, * a few paces
bence.” I was far from suspecting that he meant the
unforlunate baker. The moment I saw him, T asked,
by what miracle he had been restored {o life, ** Alas!™
he replied, “ 1 know not how I escaped death,  Sidy
Mcobammed one’ day surprized me milking his camels.
He ran up to me, gave me several blows, and squeezed
my throal so c!mely that T fell almost lifeless at his feet,
Upon recovering vy senses, k- was astonished to find
myself aloffie. My neck was covered with blood, and
yeu may still see the marks of his nails. I'crawled, as
well as ] was able, into a cavern of the rotk, which se-
veral times echoed the voice of my barbardus master,
' who came back o look for me, or at Jeast to see in what.

: | 3 )
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situation ¥ was. | had remolved either lo-siarve myselk

to death, or 1o make for the sea-coast, in the hope of
sheeting with some vessel. I arrived there after & jour«

" ney of ten-days, doring which time 1 had no food but
‘snails, and nothing to drink but my own vrine. [ bad
scarcely proceeded a fow steps smong the rocks, in or-
der (0 hail a small sloop, which lay st auchor. off the
coasl, when 1 was seived by two young Arabs, who took
the grealest care of me; and since that time I have been
their slave, They appeared to be of 2 mueh mildez dise
position than the Arabs of the interior, and are mach
more industrions, They informed me, sbout a fortnight

_ago, that they were going to take me 1o the sullas, snd
1 am inclined 'to beligve that their reasax for bringing
me hither was, because (hey had agreed upon this place
of rendezvous with your mmtar. after informing him that
they hed me in their possession *

Sidy Mohammed's behavioar, upon toking Imve of e,
was very affecting.  ** Adieu, my dear Brisson !” said
he, ~ you sre about lo-undertake & long journey. You
will svon perceive that I had great reasom 1o be aftaid
of it, T wish no danger may befal you, and that your
pasinge by ees may be more fortinate than the lase.
“Adien! forget not to send my wife the scarlet cloth,
Charge M to the acceunt of Sidy Selim. Once. more
adieu, ry dear Brisson!” The rears which accompa-
sied the Inst words, nmight have deceived me, bad I not
knoom what an ndcpt he was inthe an of dinsimyla-
tion.

Afler we had been sixty-six days en our jeurney, mvy
strength was exhaidied, my- legs were prodigioushy
swelled, my feet covered with romning sores, and X
should infalfibly have sunk under my - misfortunes, bad
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nat my master, to eacourage me, every now and then
spid :—* Behold the sea ! Dost thou not see the ships®
Have 8 good heart; we are almost at our journey's
end.”  Hope sypporied me, and when I jeast expocied
i, 1 beheld the element of which [ had so much cause
i complain, Upoa quitting 2 iabyrinth of broom bushey;
wa arrived at the top ofa few little sand-hills, when, (o
my inexpressible joy—a joy, of which the readercon
scarcely form any ides——I pereeived ihe French colers,
and thoas of several other rations, floating over the poops
of different vessels lying in the harbor of Megades;
whick plaes, L, as yet, knew obly by the pame of Saira,
« Well,: Brissory1” said my masber, * wt thob not cone
terd ?  Dost thou.not see the vossels?  Are thefe any
Frenck? 1 promised to conduct thee to the consul, and
thou seest | have kept my word. But what is the mais
{er: thou art quite silenl ?” Alas! what could L answer !
Icould scarcely give vent to my temra; and to articulats
3 word was impossible.  Isorveyed ihe:ses, the colors,
the ships, and the city, and thought that eiery thing §
hebeld was only an ilusien, The enfortunate baker,
oqually affected asd surprised, joined his sighs-with mine,
while my tenrs bathed the hands of the genesous old man
who had precured ms the eqoymenl of such an agwa-
sblw prospect.. S

. Upon entering the c:iy we met iwo Europnm‘
* Whoever you may be,” said I, -+ bahqld the misery of
wn unforfunate map, and deigs to aussid him, Afford
me some conselation, and revive my drooping spirits.

Where am 1! Qf what cosntry sre yon? What day
of the month is #? What day of the weak is it "
found that I bad addressed 1wo of my countrymen fiom
Bauzgdeans, whe, afler looking at. me 4 fow mements,
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went to inform Mesars, Duprat and Cabannes, wha con~
sidered it a part of their duty to rélieve, as far as lay in
* their power, sich unhappy people as niight be driven
" upon these coasts. Fhose gentlemen came to meel me,
and, without being disgusled by my appearance, which
wus far from inviting, they clasped me in their arms and
shed tears of joy at being dble (o relieve an unfortunate
" tmen. :
‘While I was wailing for an audience of the emperor, .
" 1 saw 2 captain review his troop. He was seated upon
the ground, with his chin resting vpon his twe fists, and
bis arens placed upon his knees, which were bent ap-
wards. He made his soldiers. advance two by two, then'
gave his orders, upon whicli the men,. after prostrating
before him, retired to their posis, or went to enjoy theis
amusement, :
Five or six ‘of the guards arriving with white staves,
+ suddenly lesped upon me, seized me by the collar, like
a malkeficlor, and having ordered two large. folding
doors, like-these of our barns, 10 be opened, they push-
ed me redely into a kind of enclosure, where I looked
in vain for 2oy thing sdnouncing the majesty of the
throne. :Having walked fiftcen or twenty paces past &
kind. of wheelbarrow, my stlendants made mre suddenly
torn ebout, and pushing me in a very bratal manner;,
ordered me to prosirate myself before this wheelbarrow,
~ in which the emperor was seated cross-legged, amusing
himself with stsoking bis toes.  Having looked at me
for some time, heasked if I was nel one of Lhose chris-
tian dlaves whose vessel had. been cast away upon his
coasls about a year befere ; what was the infention of
my voyage lo Senegal, &c. . You were lost throngh
your own fault,” said he, * Why did you not keep fas
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ther from the share? Art thou rich?” he added 1 An
thou married #”

I bad scarcely answered these questions, when he or-
dered paper and ink to be broogin him, with xsmall
reed, which he used asa pen. He then traced oul the
four cardinal poinls, to shew me that Paris lay towards
the worth, and wrote down a few cyphers, as far as
twelve, asking me if | knew them. He likewise put
" several other guertiens of the same kisd: to d:splay lhe

great extent of his learning. :

" Did the mountaineers irest thee weli 2 contingsed
the printe; did they take mmuch of thy effecte?” [ re-
plied to all his questions; observing, that.in prepertion
es we approached the capital we found the manners of
the inhabitants miider and more civilized. My autho-
rity,” replied he, ** does not extend over zli the country
thou hast traversed, or rather my orders cannat'be con-
veyed so far. With whom didst theo come 2  + With
Sidy Seiim, of the tribe of Roussye., * I know him,”
saidl the emperor, “ let him be brought hither.” A mo-
ment afterwards my mastér was introduced. The em-
peéror ordered one of his guards to take care of me and
the baker, till he should receive fresh orders, and to sup-
ply me with food from the royal kitchen ; this man seem-
ed greatly surprised that the sultan should hnve con-
versed so long with a slave. :

"Fortunately the French consol was, at this lime, in
great favor with the emperot, o account of some pre-
sents which he had made him, The emperor, for this
reason, set all the prisoners at hberty,'and me among
the rest ; so that we had mow only to consider of the ne-
¢essary measures for our returs to France.
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The Arabs of the desert, among whom I had resided,

are so ignorant, that they nol only consider themselves
as the principal nation in the world, but have the foolish
vanity to believe that the sun rises for them only ; ** Ba.
hold that luminary,” eaid they, ** which is nnknown in
thy country ! During the night, thou art not lighted as
we are, by that heavenly body which regulales our days
and our fasts.  His children, (meaniog the stars) point
out to us the hours of prayer. You have neither trees
nor camels, sheep, goats, nor dogs. Are your women
made like ours ¥ * Indeed,” said one, counting my
fingers and toes, * he is made like ns; he differs only in
his color and language, which asfonisher-me.”* * Do
you sow barley in your houses!” {meaning our ships.)
o Ng,” answered | ; * we sow our fields, almosl in the
same season a3 you.”— How 1" exclaimed several of
them, * do you live uponland?  We believed thal you
werg born and lived upon the sea.” :
" Az so0n 9 my quarantine was finished a1 Cadiz, where
I landed, before [ proceeded o my native land, or te
the arms of a lender and affeciionate wife, T wiote to
the Marechal de Castries thal I waited for his orders to
yeturn 1o Senegal. Charged with fresh dispatches, I
again embarked at Havre de Grace, on the 6th of May,
1787, and hed the goud fortune toarrive sl the island of
8t. Lonis, without any accident,

’

s
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I' NARRATIVE OF THE LOSS OF
THE WAGER MAN OF IWAR,

Qnae of Commedure ANSONS Squsdnum, -

And the subsequent Distresses suffered by the brew, during &

Petiod of more thag five Ycan,

BY THE HONGURASLE JOHN EYRON.
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The Wager proceeds, s s Store—Ship, to the Scufh-Seas with Lord

Apsen~-The Ship strikey—Extrzerdizary Coaduct of some of
the Craw—Part of ihe Crew save 1hgusselven in the Boatses
Thir Distresyes frgu Cold aud Hauger—Violent Pracecdings
of soma who hed temained in the ship—They esa brought on
shore—~A Store formed of the Provisions obtsined from the -
Wreck—Sitsation’of ‘the Place whers they [anded—Visit of
some Indinns-—Jeparation of the Crew..-Asrival of a large Party
of Jadiane~-Thoir sudden departure —Singular oontrivasss of
onp of the Men, nnd bis ngrrow. Eacane-Hirde--A Party mint

. out in the Barge 1o regoancitrg the Coast—~.Thair Retora---The

greatest Part of the Crew seize the Long-Boat, and leave thg
Tsland.--The Captain, with the remuiuder, embark in the Boats
«Disestrous Voyuge, in which the Yawl is lost---Yndian Burial.
plece.--They are obliged to feturn to Wager's Rland--Con-

-- dweted by ap Indian to the Istand of Chilvo---The officers rrd
. aent to 5t. Jugo, the Capitat of Chiti, and Srom thence 1o Eranop
' ~-They a;rli__v_e at Dover-—Ewbarcawsmont of Ar. Byton.

TH E Wager man of war, one of the ships aitached
10 Copmodore Anson’s enterprice, had buen aa Indias
man, and was deeply laden with all kinds of stores,
maval and mylitary, crowded with hale .goods, and en-
cumbered with merchandize.  Thus cirgumstanced, ahe
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sailed wilh difficully; and her crew consisted of men
dispirited by the prospects before them, and worn out
with past fatigues. It is not then to be wondered, hat
Captain Kid, under whese command she sailed out of
port,”should, in his lasl moments, presage her il suc-
cess, though nothing material bappened ull after his
death.

Captam Cheap succeeded (o the command, and con-
tinved, without any. accident, to keep company with
the squadron, till we had almost gained the southern-
most moulh of Streights te Maire; when, being the
sternmost ship, we were, by the sudden shifting of the
wind to the southward, and the furp of the tide, very
near being wrecked upon the rocks of Staten Land,
Having, however, weathered it, contrary 1o the ex-
pectation of the rest of the squadron, we endeavored .
all in cur power {0 make up our jost way, and regain
our station.  This we effected, and proceeded on our
voyage, keeping company with the rest of the ships for
some lime; when, by a great roll of a hollow sea, we
carried away our Inizeg-mast, all the chain-plates to
windward being broken. Soon aflerwards the boats
were staved,

Captain Cheap, however, persisted in proccedmg di-
recily for the island of Socoru, in the neighberhood- of
Beldivia; the capture of which place could not be effec-
ted without the junction of that ship, which carned the
ordnance and military stores.

The knowledge, therefore, of the great importance
‘of giving such an early and unexpected blow to the
Spaniards determined the caplain to make the shortest
. way to the point in view. A sense of duty preduced in
bim a rigid adherence 10 orders, from which he thought
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himself in no case at liberty to depart, and likewise hes
got a stubborn defiance of .difficulties, and even of im-
minent dangers.

We had, fur some time, ‘been sensible of our approach
to the fand, frum no other tokens than weeds and birds,
which arc the usual indications of nearing the coast;
but, at length, we had an imperfect view of an emi-
nence, which we conjectured to be mountains of the
Cordilleras, This, however, was not so distincily seen,
but that many conceived it to be the effect of imagina.
tion: butif the captain was persiaded of the nearness
of our danger, it was now tuo late 1o avoid it; for, at
this time, the straps of the fore-jeer blocks breaking,

- the fore-yard came down; and the greatest part of the
" men being disabled by fatlgue and sickness, it'was some
time before it could be got up again. The few hands
who were employed in this business now plainly saw
the fand on the larboard beam, bearing northwest, upon
which the ship was driving. Orders were then imme--
diately given by the captain to sway the fore-yard vp,
] and set the fore~sail; which being done, we wore ship,
with -hec head to the southward, and endeavored (o
crawd her off from the land; bat asit blew a perfect
hurricane, and right upon the shore, gur endeavors (we
were tiow only twelve hands it for duty) were entirely
fruitless. A night, dreadful beyond description, came
on; in which, attempting to throw ont ourtop-sails to
claw off the shore. they were immediately blown from
the yards:

In the mormng. abont four o'clock, the %hlp struck,
The shock we received upon this occasion, though very
gréat, yet being not unlike a blow of a heavy sea, such
®s, iR the series of preceding storms, we had offen ex- .
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petienced, was taken for the ssme;, but we were soont
undeceived, by her striking again more violently than
before, which laid her upon her beam-ends, the sea
making & fair breach over her. Every person that could
new alir was presently upon the quarter-deck ; and on
this occasion great aleriness was shewn by many, who,
for above iwo months, had not appeared on deck. Se«

veral poor wreiches, who were in the last stage of Lhe

scurvy, and could not immediately get ount of their ham=
mocke, were immédiately drowned.

In this dreadful situation the ship lay for some little
{ime, every soul on board looking npon each sacceeding
roingte as his last, for there was nothing but breakers to
be seen gli around us. - At length 2 mountainous sea
heaved ber off, but she presently struck again ond broke
het tiller.  In this terrifying and critical juncture, to
have observed ell the varicus sensations of horror opes
rating according to the several characters and disposi-

tions amang us, it was necessary that the ohserver him-~
seif should have been free from all impressions of dap- -
ger.  There were instances, however, of behavier so

xery remarkable, that they conld not escape the notice
of any ane whu was not entieely bereft of his senses;
for some were, to all intenis and purposes, in that con.

dition. One man, in particuler, in the ravings of de-

" spair, was seen stalking sbout lhe deck, Bourishinga
cutiass over his head, calling himself king of the coane
try, snd striking every petwn he came near, till his
companjons, finding no other securily sgain-t bis tye
ranny, knocked him down. Some, reduced by long sick-
ness and the scurvy, on (his occasion became petrified,
as it were, and bereft of all sense, and were bandied
to and fro, like ipanimate logs, by the jerksand rolling
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of the ship, without exerting any efforts to help them-
selves. So lerrible was the scene presented by the foam®
ing breakers around us, that one of the bravest men we
had could not forbear expressing his dismay, saying,
that it was.too shocking a sight to bear; and would even
have thrown himself off the rails of the quarter-deck
into the sea, had he not been prevented; but, it the
same time, there were not wanting some who preserved
a presence of mind truly heroic. The man at the helm,
though bath rudder and tiller were gone, kept his sta-
tion, and being asked by one of the officers, il’ the ship
would steer 6r not, first took his time 1o make trial by
- the wheel, then answered with as much respect and
coolness as if the ship had been in the greatest safety,
and imthediately afterwards applied himselfto his duty
with his usual serenity, persuaded that it did not become
him to desert it as long as the ship held together. Mr.
Jones, thate, wha not only sarvived this wreck, but like~
wrise thet of the Litchfield man of war upon the coast
- of Barbury, at the time when the ship was in the most
inminent danger, not only shewed himself undaunted,
but endesvored to inspire the same resolution in the
fen, saying 1~ My friends, let us not be discouraged :
did you never see a ship among breakers before? Let
us endeavor to push her through them. Come, lend a
hand : here is a sheet, and here is a brace: lay hold.
1 don’t doubt but we may stick her near enough to the
land to save our lives.” This address had such a good
effect, that many, who were before half dead, seemed
active again, and went to work in earnest.  On the
part of Mr, Jones, however, it was merely intended tg
‘keep up their spitits ; for he frequently said afterward,

2
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he thought there was not the least chance of a single
man’s being saved.

We now ran into an opening between the breakers,
steering by the sheets and braces, when providentially
we stuck fast between two great rocks; thal to wind=
ward shellering us, in some mensure, from the violence
of the sea. We immediately cut away the main and
fore-mast, but the ship kept beating in such a manner
that we imagined she would hold together bat a very
short time. The day now broke, and the weather, which
had been extremely thick, cleared away, for a few mo-
ments, and gave us a glimpse of the land, nol far from

- We now thought of nothing but saving our lives.
To get Lhe boats oul, as our masts were gone, was a
waork of some time; and when accomplished, so many.
-were ready to jump inlo Lhe first, that they narrowly
escaped perishing before they reached the shore. '

1 now wenl to Caplain Cheap, who had the misfor-
tune to dislocate his shoulder by a fall the day before, as
he was going forward to get the fore-yard.swayed up,
and asked him if he would go en shore ; but he told me,
as be had done before, that he would be the last 1o leave
the ship, ordering me to assist in getting 1he men out as
fast as possible. I had been with him very oflen from
the time the ship first struck, according to his desire, to
acquaint him with every thing that passed ; and 1 parti-
cularly remarked that he gave his orders, at ihal time,
~ with as much coolness as ever he had Jdone during the
furmer pari of the voyage.

The scene was naw greally changed ; many who, but
a few winutes before, had shewn the strongesl signs of.
despair, and were -on their knees, praying for mercy,
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imagining they wete gow not in (hst immediate danger,
grew very riotous, broke open every chest and box that
was at hand, staved in the heads of casks of brandy and
wine, as they were borne up (o the hatch-ways, and got
so drunk, that some of them were drowned on board,
and lay floating sbout the decks for several days. Be-
fore I lefi the ship 1 went down to my cheat, which was
at the bulk-head of the ward-reom, in order to save
"some fittle malters, if possible ; but while I was there,
the ship thumped with such violence, and the water
came in so fast, that | was forced 1o get upon the quarter-
deck again, withoutl saving = single rag, but what was
upon my back. The boatswain and some of the people
would not leave the ship so long as there was any liquor
to be gol at; wpon which Captain Cheap suffered hime
self 10 be helped out of his bed, put into a boat, and car-
ried on shore. )

It js natural to think, that to men thus upon the point
of perishing by shipwreck, the getting to land was the
highest allainment of their wishes: undqubledly it was
a desirable event; yet, all things considered, our condi-
tion was baut little mended by the chunge, Whichever
way we looked, a scene of horror presented itself; on
one side, the wreck, in which was all we had in the
world to support and subsist us, together with a bois
terous sca, afforded us the most dreary prospect ; on the
other, the tand did not wear a much more favorable aps
pearance.  Desclate and barren, we could hope to re-
ceive little benefit from it, excepting the preservation i
promised us from the sea.

It must be confessed thal this was a great and merci-
ful deliverance from immediate destraction; but we still
had wet, cold, and hunger to struggle with, and no vi-

]
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stbte remedy against aisy of thewe evils.  Exerting our-
selves, however, though faint, benumbed, and almost
helpless, to find some wrelched shelter fiom the extreme
meclemency of the weather, we discovered an 1lndian
hut, &t a small distance from the beach, in a wood, inle
which as many as possible crowded, without distinction,
the night coming on exceedingly lempestuous and rainy.

But here our sitiation was such as to prevent most of us
from enjoying the refreshing influence of sleep; for, be-
sides pressing extremely npon one another, we were not
without apprehensions of being attacked by the Indians,
having discavered some of their lances, and other arms,
in our hat ; aud onr uncertairty of their strength and diss
position slarimed onr imaginations, and kept us in a stale
of continua! ankiety,

During the night, ene of cor company, a lieutenant of
invalids, died in this miserable hovel, and of those who,
for want of room, took shelter under & great tree, which
stood them in very little stead, two more perished by the
severily of that cold and rainy night.

In the morning, the calls of hanger, which had hither-
1o been suppressed by our atiention to more immediate
dangers nnd’-difﬁeullies, becate too tmportunale fo be
resisted, We hnd wost -of us fasted eight and forly
bours,-and soine longer ; it -was time, therefore, to make
enquiry what store of sustenance had been broight from
the wreck by the providence of some, and what could
be procured on the land by the industry of -others. The
former amounted to no more than two or three bags of
biscuit-dust, reserved in a bag; and all tlse success of
thiose who ventured abroad, the weather being still ex-
veedingly bad, was to kill'one sea-gull, and pick some
wild ‘calery. These, therefore, wete immetiiately put
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into a pot, with the addifion of a large quantity of wa-
~ ter, and made into a kind of soup, of which each pars
tock, as far as it would go 3 but we had 'no sooner swal-
lowed: it than we were seized with the mest painful sick-
vess at the stomach, violent retchings, awoonings, and
ether symptoms of bemg poisoned. This was impated
to variona causes,” bat in geteral to the herbs we mide
wse of, in the nature and qualitiés of which we fancied
ourselves mistaken. But, upon a little farther enquiry,
we discovered the real occasion of it. The biscuit-dust
was the sweepings of the bread-room, hut the bay into
which they were put had been ‘a tobacco-bag, the eond
tents-of which not being entirely taken out, what re-
mained mixed with the biscuit-dust, and proved a strong
emetic, :
We were, in all, abowt one hundred and forty who
“had got on shore ; but some few stili remained on board,
detained either by drankenness, or & view of pilleging
the wreck, and among them wasihe boatswain. These
were visited by an officer in the yawl, who was to en-
deavor to prevail upon them 10 join the restj but find-
ing them in the greatest disorder, and disposed lo ma~
tiny, he was obliged to desist from: his purpose, and to
return without them, " Though we were very desirous,
and our necessities required that we'shoakd take a survey.
of the land upon which we were, yet being strongly pre=~
possessed Lhat the savages had retired but some little dis--
tance from'us, and were wailing to see us divided, ouk
partics did not, this day, make any great excarsions from
“the hut; but as far as we went .we found the country very
. morassy and uopromising.
The spot which we occupied wasa bay, formed by
Lilly premontories; that to the north 50 exoeedmg};

. ¥OL, iI, 5

-
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steep, thal, in order to ascend it {for there was no go-
ing roand, the bottem being washed by the sea) we were
at the labor of caiting steps.. This, which we cailed
Mount Misery, was afterwards of use to us in taking
some observalions, when the weather would permit,
The southern promoutory was easier of access. Have
ing, with sore others, reached a bay beyand the latier;
I found some parts of the wreck, but no kind of provis
sions; nor did we meel with any shelter, which was
the principal object of our search. We, therefore, res
terned 1o the rest, und, that day, made no other repast
than what the wild celery afforded ns.

. The ensuing night proved tempesinous, and the sea,
running very high, threatened those on board with im-
mediate destruction, by the parting of the wreck, . They
were then as sulicitous to gel ashore, as lhey were be-
fore obstinate in refusing (he assistance we sent them ;
and - when the .boat did not come lo their relief the in.
stant they expected it, without considering how imprac~
ticable it was to send it them in such a sea, they fired
one of the quarter.deck guns at the hut. The ball barely
paseed_over the covering of it, and was plainly heard
by the captain and us who were within. Another at-
tempt, therefore, wag made to bring these madmen tor
Jand ; whick, bewever, from the violence ol the sea,
and other impediments, wocasioned by the mast that
lay alongside, proved ineffectual. This unaveidable
delay, made (he people on board outrageous. They
began beating 1o pieces every thing that fell in their
way ; and carrying their intemperance to the greatest
excess, btoke open chests and cabins for plunder, that
‘could be of no use to them. So earnest were they
in thit wantoaness of thef, that one man had evident-
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1y been murdered on sccount of some division of the
gpoil, or for the suke of the share that fll to him, havs,
ing all the marks of a strangled corpse.  In the outrage
they seemed particularly atientivé 10 one point, which
Was, to provide themselves wilh arms and ammunitiony
in order w suppart them in pulling their mutinous des
sgzns inle execution, and asserling their claim to a
lawless exemption from the anthority of their. ofiicers,
which they pretended must cease with the Joss of ihe
ship. Bat of these arnts, of which we stood in great
peed, they were soon deprived upon coming ashore, by
the resolution of Caplain Cheap, and Lieutesant Hamil-
ton of the marines,

Amoug (hese mutineers who bad been lefl on board
was, as | have before observed, the boatswain, who,
instead of exerting the authority he had over the rest,
Lo restrain them as much as possible, was himself a ring-
leader in the riot.  "Vhis man, without respect to Lhe
figure he then made, (heing dressed in lacud clothes)
Captain Cheap, by a well-aimed blow with his cane,
felled to the ground. T was scarcely possible to reltain
from faughter al the whimsical sppearance made by these
fellows, wlio, having rifled the chests of the oflicers’ best
suits, had put them on over their greasy lrowsers and
-dirty checkered shirts. They were svon stripped of
their finery, as they had before been obliged 1o resiga
‘their arms,

The incessant rains and iptensely cold weather, in this

_climate, rendered it impossible for us to subsist Jong with-
out sheller; and the hut being much too little Lo receive
us all, it was necessary, without delay, {o devise some
expedieut, which might serve our purpose : accordingly

-the gunner carpenter, and some othcrs. tarning b

2
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cutter keel upwards, and fixing it upon props, made no
despicable habitation. Having thus esiablished a kind -
of settlement, we had the more Jeisure to” Jook about
us, and to make our researches, with greater accuracy
than before, for such supplies as ibe most desolste coasts
are seldom unprovided with. 'We roon procured some
sea-fowl, and found limpets, muscies, and other shell-fish
in iolersble abundance ; but this rammaging of the shore
" was now rendered extremely irksome 1o those who had
any sensibility, by the bodies of our drowned peo-
ple which were thrown tpon the rocks; some of them
being hideous speciacles, from their mangled condition,
in consequence of the viclence of the surf that drove
upan’ the coast. These horrors were overcome by the
distresses of our people, who were even glad of the oc-
easion of killing the gallinazo, (the carrion crow of (hat
country) while preying on the carcases, in order to make
& meal of them. :

A provision, in any degree proportionable to the num-
ber of mouths to be fed, could not by oor utmost indus-
try be procured from 1he part of the island wé had hi
" therto traversed; therefore, 1ill we were in a capaeity
for making mare distant excursions, we were obliged
to apply (o the wreck as often as possible, for such sup-
plies as could be got out of her. This was a very pre-
carious fund, and, at best, could not last us long ; and
as it was uncertain, likewise, how long we might be de-
tained upon this island, it was necessary not orlly o
deal cut, with the most frugal economy, the provision
we were 5o fortunale as to retrieve, bul, if possible, to
ky up a sufficient quantity to ft us out, whenever we
could agree upun.any method of transporting ourselves
from this dreary spot. The difficulties we had 10 en-
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counter, in these visits te the wreck, cannot easily be
described ; for no part of il being above water, except
- ing the quarter-deck aud part of the fore-castle, we
‘were usually obliged to purchase such things as.were
within reach, by large hooks fastened to pules, in which
business we were much incommoded by the dead bodiee
.ﬂoalmg between decks. '

" In order to secure what we Lhus got, in a manner r to
answer ihe ends and purposes above-mentioned, Cap-
tain Cheap ordered a store tent to be erecled near his
hut, as a repository, from which nothing was to be
dealt out, but in the measure and proportion agreed
upon by the officers ; and though it was very hard upon -
us pelty officers, who were fatigued with hanting all
day in quest of food, to defend this tent from invasioh
by night, yet no other mesns conld be devised for this
purpose, so effcctual as the commiiting this charge to
-our care. We were, actordingly, ordered 1o divide
the task equally among us. - Yet, in spite of cor vimont
vigilance, frequent robberies were committed npon our
trust, the tenl being accessible in more than one place.
-One night, when [ had the watch, hearing a sur within,
1 came unawares upon the thief, and presenting a pistol

“{o his breast, obliged him to submit 10 be tied up 1o a
post, 4l I had an epportunity of securing him more efs
fectually,

Depredations continued 1o be made on our reserved
stock, notwithstanding the great hazard of such attempts,
for our common safety made il necessary lo punish them

-with the utmost rigor. This will not be wondered at,

when it is known how liltle the allowance which might

-consistently be dispensed from thence was- propomou-
L3
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able to our common exigencies; so that our daily and
nightly task of roving alter food was not in the least re-
laxed thereby; and sll that we could procure, was 3o
far from answering our necessities, that many, about this
time, perished of hunger. A bay, when no other eat«
ables could be found, having picked up the liver ¢fone,
of the drowned men, whose carcase had been torn to
pieces by the force with which the sea drove it among
the rocks, was with much difficulty withheld from mak-
ing a meal of it.  The men were so assiduous in their -
research afier the few things that drove from the wreck,
that, in order to have no sharers in their goad forlune,
they examined the shore no less by night than by days
so that many of thuse who were less alert, or not so for-
tunate as (heir neighbors, either perished, or were dri-
ven {o the last extremity. [}t must be observed, that we
were casl away on the 14th of May, and it was not till
the 25th of that month that provision was regularly ses
wed from the siore tent,

The land, upon which we were now settled, is about
ninety leagues to the north of the western mouth of the
streights of Magellan, in the latitude of between 479 and
48¢ south, from whence we couid plainly see the Cot-
dilleras; and as two lagoons, on the nurth and soath
of us, extended towards those mountains, we conjecs
tured it to be an island. Bul as yet we had no means
of informing ourseives perfectly whether it was anisland
or the main; for the inland parts at a fittle distance from
us, not only seemed impracticable, from the exceeding
great thickness of woud, but we had hithertc been in
such confusion and want, each finding full employment
for his time in scraping together a wretched subsis-
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tence and providing shelter against the cold and rain,
that no party could be formed to go upon discoveries,
The climate and season were, likewise, utterly unfavor-
able to adventurers, and the coast, as far as the eye could
embrace seaward, was a scene of such dismal breakers
as {e discourage the most daring from maimg attempls in
small boats.

Nor were we assisted in our enquiries by any obser-
vation that could be made from the eminence which
we called Mount Misery, fowards land, our prospect
that way being intercepted by still higher hills end
lofty woods, . We had, therefore, no other means of
coming at this knowledge, but by ftting out one of
our ship’s boats upon some discovery to inform us of
our situation. ] _

QCur long boat was still en board the wreck, there-
fore a number of hands were now dispatched o cut the
gun-wale of the ship, in order to get her out. While
we were employed in this business, three canoes of In-
dians appeared paddling towards us, having come round
the point from the southern lagoons. It was some time
before we could prevail upon them fo lay aside their
fears and approach us, which at length they were indu-
ced to do, by the signs of friendship we made them,
and by shewing.some balé-goods, which they accepted,
and suffered themselves to be conducted o the captain,
who likewise made them several presents: with the
novelty of ‘these they were strangely affected, but par-
ticularly when shewn the looking-glass; {he beholdes
could not conceive that it was his own face which he
beheld, but that of some other person behind the glass,
and went round to the back of it in o:der to satisfy
himseif,

L&
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These people were of ‘small stature, very swarthy,

having lang, black, coarse hair hinging over Lheir
faces, It was evident, from their great surprize, and
every part of their behavior, as well as their not pos-
sessing a single article which could be derived from
white peaple, that they had never sevn such, Theit
clothing was nothing but a piece of the skin of some.
beast about their waists, and something woven from
'fealhers over their shoulders; and as they ultered
not a word of any language we had ever heard, nor
had any method of making themselves understood,
we presumed they could have no intercourse wilh Eu-
TOpeans.

These savages, who, apon iheir departure, leftosa
few muscles, returned in two days, and surprised us by
bringing three sheep. 'Whence they could procute these
animals, in a part of the world so distant from any Spa-
nish settlement, cul off from all communication with
the Spaniards by an inaccessible coast and unproductive
country, it is difficalt to conceive. Certain il Is, that
we saw Ro such crealures, nor ever heard of any from
the streights of Magellan, till we got into the neigh-
borhood of Chiloe. It must have been by some strange
accident that these creatures came into their possession;
bat what that was we never could learn from them. At
this inletview we bartered with them for a dog or two, -
which we roasted and ate. A few days afterwards they
made us another visit, and bringing their wives with
them, took up their abode with us for some days, when
they again left us.

Whenever we were permitled by the weather, whlch
was now grown somewhat drier, but extremely cold, we
employe‘_l ourselves about the wreck; from which we
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had, at different times, recovered several articles of provie
sion 5 these were deposited in the store tent. TH-humar
and discontent, from the difficulties we labored under
in procuring subsistence, and the little prospect of any
amendment in our condition, was now breaking out
apace. In some it shewed itseif by a separation of
seitlement and habitation; in others, by a resclution
of leaving the captain entirely, and making a wild jour-
ey by themselves, without delermining upon any plan.
-whatever.

For my own part, seeing it was the fashion, and li-
Xing,none of -their pariies, 1 built a little hut just big
enough for myself and a poor Indian dog I found in
the woods, who could shift for himself by getting
limpets along the shore atlow water. This creature
grew so fond of me, and so faithfsl, that he would sufe
fer no person. to come near the hut without biting
him. .

Besides the seceders already mentioned, some formed
a scheme of deserting us entirely; these were ten in
number, the greatest part of them the most desperate
and abandened of ihe crew; who, to strike a notable
atroke before they went.off, placed half a barrel of pun-
powder close to the eaptain’s hut, laid a train o it, and
werte just preparing Lo perpetrate their wicked design.
of blowing up their commander, when they were, with
* difficully dissuaded from it, by one who had some coree |
passion and remorse of conscience left, These wrelches,
after rambling some tire in the woods, and finding it
impracticable to get off, for they were thicn convinced
that they were not upen the main, as they tmagined
when they first left us, but upon an island, within foor

L
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or five leagues of it, retamed and setiled about a league
from us; however they were still determined, as soon
as they could procure craft fit for their purpose, to get
to the main. Bul, before they could effect this, we
found mean« to prevail upon ihe armorer, and one of
the carpenter’s crew, two very useful men to us, whe
had imprudently joined them, to return to their duty.

The rest, one or two-excepted, having buill a punt,

and converled the hull of one of the ship’s masts into &
canoe, went away up one of the lagoons, and were never
heard of more. ~ These being a desperate and factious,
sel, did not disress us much by their departure, but ra-
ther added to our security,

We now sent frequent parties up the lagoons, which
often succecded in procuring some sea-fowl. The In-
dians appearing in the offing, we put off our yawl, in or-
der to frusirale any design they might have of going
up the lagoon towards the deserters, who would have
availed themselves of some of their canoes o get npon
the main. ]

Having conducted them in, we found that their in- -
tention was to settle smong us, for they had brought
with them their wives and children, in all sbout filly
persons, who immedistely set about building them-
selves wigwams, and seemed easily reconciled to our
company. Could we have entertained them as we
ought they would have been of great assistance to us,
who were exiremely putlo it to procure food, being
stil one hondred in number, But the men, now
subject to little or no cenirol, endeavored io seduce
theic wives, which gave the Indians such offence,.
that in. @ short time they found means to depart, 1o~
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king every 1hing along with them ; and we, being sen.
sible of the cause, never expecled to see them return
again. ) . . :
The carpenter having made some progress, in repair-
ing the long boat, in which he was enabled to proceed
tolerably well, by the tools and olher articles of his bu-
siness recovered from the wreck, the men began 1o think
of the course they should take to get home; or rather
having, by ihe application of Mr. Bulkely, botrowed of
Captain Cheap Sir John Narboruugh’s Voyage, which
book he saw me reading one dry in my tent, they ime
mediately, upon perusing it, concluded vpon making
their voyage home by the Streights of Magellan. This
plan was proposed to the captain, who by ne means ap-
proved of it ; his design being to go northwards, with a
view of seizing a ship of the enemy’, by which means
he might rejoin the commodore: at present, therefore,
the malter rested. Bul the men were in high spis
rits, from the prospect they had of geliing off in the
long boat, overlooking all the hazards and difficuls
tics of a voyage almost impracticable, and caressing
the carpenter, who was, indeed, an excellent workman,
and deserved all the encouragement they could give
him.

The Indians having left us, and the weather conti-
_ nuing tempestuous and rainy, the distresses of the peo-
Ple, for want of food, became insupporiable. Our nums
ber, wirich was at first one hundred and forty-five, was
_now reduced, and chiefly by famine, to one hundred ;
_which put the rest wpon all manner of shifts and devices
to support themselves. One day, when | was at home
in my hut, with my Indian dog, & party came to my
door, and told me their necessities were such, that they

18



928 LOSS OF THE WACER MAN OF WaR,

must gt the creature or starve. Though their plea was
urgent, [ could not help using some arguments to en=
deavor to dissuade them from killing him, as his- faith«
ful services and fondness had rendered him deat to me3
but, without weighing any arguments, they took him
away by force, and killed him ; npon which, thinking
that 1 had at least as good m right to a share asthe
rest, [ sat down with them and partook of their repast. .
Three weeks afterwards, 1 was glad to make a meal of
his paws, and skin, which, vpon recollecting the spot
where they had killed him, 1 found thrown aside and
ratten.

The pressing calls of hunger drove our men to their
wits’ ends, and put them npon a variety of devices to
satisfy it. Among the ingenious this way, was one
Phipps, a boatswain’s mate, who having gota water
puncheon, scuttled it; then lashing two logs, one on
each side, set out in quest of adventures in this extra-
ordinary and original piece of embarkation. By these
means be would frequently provide himself with wild
fow!, when all the rest were srarving; and il must be
very bad weather indeed which could prevent him from
putting out to sea, when his occasions required; Some-

times he wowid venture far out in the offing, and be

absent the whole day ; at last he had the misfortune to
be overset, by a very heavy sea, sl a great distance,
from the shore : but being near a rock, thongh no swim- -
‘mer, he managed so as to sceamble to i1, and with great
difficully ascended it. There he remained two days,
-with very little hopes of any relief, for he was too far
off to be seen from the shore; but fortunately, a boat
kaving put off, and gone that way ib quest of wild fowl,
he was discovered making such signals as he was able,
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and brought back to the island.  He was not so discon-
raged.by this accidest, but that soon alterwards having
procured an ox-hide, used on board for sifting powder,
and called a gunner’s hide, by the assistance of some
hoops be forded something like & canoe, in which be
made several successful voyages.

When the weather wouid permit us, we e seldom fail-
ed.to obtein some wild fowls, though never in any plenty, .
by patting off with our boats; bul this most inhuspitable
climate is not only deprived of the sun, for the roost
part by a thick, rainy, atmosphere, but is likewise visits
" ed by almost itcessant tempesls,

We reaped some benefit, it must be confesred, from
these hard gales and overgrown seas, which drove seve~
ral things ashore ; but there was no dependance on such
accidenial refief, and we were always alert to avail our-
selves of every interval of fair weather, so'that we were
often unexpectedly overtaken by a sudden change, In
one of our excarsions, 1, with lwo more, in a wretched
punt of our own-making, had no sooner landed at our
station npon a high rock, than the punt was driven loose
by a sudden squall; and had not one of the men, sl the
risk of his life, jumped into the ses and swam on board
her, we must, inall probability, have perished, being at
the time more than three leagues from the island.

Among the birds we geoerally shol was ihe painted
®oose, whose plumage is variegated with the most lively
colors; and a bird much larger than a goose, which we
called a race-horse, from lhe welocity with which it
moved along upon the surtace of the water, ina sort of
helf fiying and half running motion.  But we were not
30 successful in our endeavors by Jand ;  for though we
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sometimes proceeded pretty far into the woods, we met
with very few birds in all our walks, We never saw
but three woodcocks, two of which were killed by Mr.
Hamilton, and one by mysclf. These, with some hum-
ming birds, and a large kind of robin-red-breast, were
the only feathered inhabitants of this island, excepting
 small bird with two very long feathers in his tail, which
was generally seen among the rocks, and was so tame’ ’
that it often settled upon my shoulders while I have been
gathering shell:fish,

We were, indeed, vidted by many birds of prey,
some very large, but these only appeared occasionally,
being, as we imagined, allured by some dead whale
i the neighborhcod, which was once seen. If we
killed one of these, we, however, thought ourselves
fortunate.  In one of my walks, seeing a bird of this
description upon an eminence, I endeavored {o come
upon it unperceived, with my gun, through the woods.
which lay at the back of the hill,  But when T had pro-
ceeded so far into the woods as to suppose I was in
a line with it, 1 heard 2 growling close by me, which
made me think it advisable to retire as soon as pos.

_sible. The woeds were so gloomy that I could see
- nothing; but as I relired, this noise followed me close
till I had got out of them, Some of our men assured
‘me they had seen a very large beast in the woods, but
their deseription of it was too imperfect to be relied
upon.

The wood here is chreﬂy of the aromatic kind; ths
iron wood, a woad of a very deep red hue, and another
of an exceeding bright yellow. All the low grounds are
very swampy; but what we thought strange, upon the
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summits of the highest hills we found beds of shells one
or twofeet in depth.

The long-boat being nearly finished, some of our com-
pany were sclected to go out in the barge, to reconnoi
tre the coast 1o the southward, which might assist us in
the navigation we were about to undertake. This party
consisied of Mr. Balkely, Mr. Jones, the purser, myself,
- and ten men. The first night we put into a good har-
bot, a few leagues to the southward of Wager’s Island,
where finding a large bitch big with puppies, we re-
galed upon them,

In this expedition’'we had our usual bad weather and
breaking seas, which grew 1o such a height the third
day, that we were obliged, through distress, to push
into the first inlet we saw at hand.” This we had no
soener entered, than we were presenied wiih a view of
a fine bay, in which having secured the barge, we went”
Bshore; but the weather being very rainy, and finding
nothing to subsist upon, we pitched a beli-tent we had
brought with us, in the wood opposite to which the
bargelay. As this tent was not large enough to contain
us all, I proposed to fuur of the people to go Lo the end
of the bay, about two miles distant from the bell-tent,
to occupy the skeleton ofan old Indian wigwam, which
1 had discovered ina walk that way upon our fist land-
ing. This we covered 1o windward with sea-weed,
" and, lighting a fire, laid ourselves down, in hopes of
finding a remedy for cur hunger in sleep ; but we had
not long composed ourselves, before ope of our company
was disturbed by the blowing of some animal at hisTace,
and upen opening his eyes he was not a litile astonished
to see, by the glimmering of the fire, a large beast:
standing over him.  He had sufficient presence of mind

4
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to snatch & brand from the fire, which was now very
low, and thrust it at the nose of the animal, which
ihereupon made off. The man then awoke us, and,
wilk borror in his countenance, acquainied us with the
varrow escape he had of being devoured.  But though
we were under no small apprehensions of another visit
from ihis animal, yet our fatigue and heaviness over-
. came our fears ;- and once more composing ourselves to
rest, we slept the remainder of the night without any
farther disturbgnee. '

In the morning we were not a little anxious to know
how our companiops had fared ; and this anxiety was
tucreased, upon tracing the foctsteps of the beast in the
sand, in a direction towards the bel-tent. The impres-
sion of m large, round foot, well furnished with claws,
was deep and plain, Upon our acqoainting the people
in the tent with our story, we found that they had like-
wise been visited by the same uawelcome guest, which
they had driven away by a similar expedient.

We now relurned from this cruize, with a strong
- gale, to Wager’s Island, having found it impracticable
to make ‘mny farther discoveries in the barge, on so dan-
gerous a coast, and in such hgavy seas. Here we soon
discovered, by the quarters of dogs which were hanging
up, that the Indians had brought a fresh supply to cur
market. Upon enquiry we found that there bad been
six canoes of them, and that, among other methods of
catching fish, they had wade theic dogs drive them
e the corner of some pond or lake, whence they
were easily taken 'by the. skill and address of these
savages.

" During our absence on this expedition, the cabals, in

©ppositiou to the captain, had been carried to a greater
5
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pitch than ever, and now the men wished to.negociate,
resolving no longer to obey, - The determination of the
majority was to pgo in the long-boat to the southward,
by the streights of Magellan, and when they found that
the captain would not alter his resolution, they aban-
. doned him, and the few who adhbered 10 his fortune,
taking with them almost every erticle of subststence and
stores, The captain and his acdherents bad: now no
ather alternative than te equip the barge and yawl in
the best manner they could, to prosecule his eriginal
plan; and s few deserters having been brought over 1o
his interest, the number which remained with him a-
mounted to twenty,

In the height of our distresses, when hunger, which
seemns lo include and absorb every other species of mi-
© gery, was most prevailing, we were once more cheered -
with the appearance of the friendly Indians ; byt as we
had little left to barter with them, their slay was of shovt
duratian, :

A fine day, 0 unusual in (his climate, intervening,
we instantly took the advantage of it, and visited the last
remains of the wieck, when we were fortunate enough
‘to find three casks of beef, which we brought on shore.
This providential supply revived our spirits, and recruit
ed our almost exhausted strength.  All participated in
this refief, and soon found the good effects of it. We
now began to grow extremely impalient (o leave the
island, a1 the days were nearly at the longest, and it was
ebout midsummer in these parts; but as 1o the weather
there seems to be little difference of seasons,

Accordingly, on the 15th of December, the day being
" tolerable, we told Captain Cheap we thought it a fne

-
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opporlunity (o run across the bay. But be first desired
two or Lhree of us to accompany him to our place of ob~
servalion, the top of Misery ; when, looking through hix
perspeciive, he observed to us that the sea ran very high
without. This, however, had no weighl with the peo~
ple, who were desirous, at all events, to be gone. I
should here observe, that Captain Cheap’s plan was, if
possible, to get to the island of Chiloe ; and if we found
any vessel there, to board her immediately and cut her
out. This be certainly might have done with esse, had
il been his good fortune to get round with the boals,

We now launched both boats, and got every thing on
board of them as expeditiously as possible.  Ceplain
Cheap, the surgeon, and myself, were in the barge with
nine men ; and Heutenant Hamilton and Mr. Campbell
in the yawl with six, I steered the barge, and Mr.
Campbell the yawl,  But we had nol been two hours
&l sea before the wind shifted more te the wesiward,
‘and began to blow very hard.  The sea ran exiremely
high, so that we could no Jonger keep cur head lowards
the cape or head-land we had designed for.  Of this
cape we had a view, in ene of the intervals, of fair wea-
ther, during our abode on the idand, from Mount Misery,
and it seemed Lo be distant aboul twenty or thirty leagues
from us.

We were now obliged to bear away right before the
wind. Though the yawl was not far from us, we could
gee nothing of her excepting now and then upon the
top of a mountainous sea.  In both the boats the men
were obliged 1o sitas close as possible to receive the seas
on their backs, to prevent their filling us, which was
wlat we every moment expected,  'We were under the



LOSS OF THE WAGER MAN OF WAR, 235

“nécessity of throwing every thing overboard to lighten
the boats, all our heef, and even the grapnel, io prevent
sinking.  Night was coming on and we were running
fast on 8 lee-shore, where the sea broke in a frightful
manner. Nol one among us imagined tl possible for
boats to live in such a sea.

In this situation, as we neared the shore, expecting to
be beat to pieces by the first breaker, we perceived a
small opening between the rocks, which we stood for,
and found a very narrow passage between them, which
brought us itto a harbor for 1he boats, as calm and smooth
as a mill- pond. The yawl had got in before us, and our
joy was great at meeting again afier such an unexpecled
deliverance.

Here we secured the boais and ascended a rock. It
rained~excessively hard ali the first part of tLhe night,
and was extremely cold, and though we bad not a dry
thread about us, and no wood counld be found for firing,
we were obliged to pass the night in that uncomfortable
siluation, without any covering, shivering in our wet
clothes.  The frost coning on in the morning, il was
impossible for any of us to get a moment’s sleep, Hav-
ing thrown our provision averboard lhe day before, and
there being no prospect of finding sny thing to eaton
this coast, in the morning we pulled out of the cove, but
found so great a sea without, thal we could make very
little progress,

After tugging all day, we put in, towards night,

" among some smali islands, landed upon one of them,

and found it a mere swamp. As the weather continued

the same, we passed this night inuch in the same man.
ner as the preceding ; sea-langle was all we could get
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to eat at first, but the next day we had better lack; the
surgeon killed a goose, and we found materials for a
goad fire.

Here we were confined three or four days, the wea-
ther all that time proving so bad that we could not pot
vut. As soon as it gre\\'r moderate, we lefl this place
and shaped our course to the -northward, Perceiving
a large opening between very high land, and a - low
point, we steered for it; and when arrived; found a
large bay, down which we rowed, flattering ourselves
there might be a passage that way; but towards night
we came o the hottom of the bay, and finding no outs
let, we were obliged to return the same way we came,
having found nolhmg the whole day to alleviate ocus
hunger.

Next night we pul inlo a little cove, which, from
the great quantity of red-wood found there, we called
Red-wood Cove. ' Leaving this place in the morning,
we had the wind southerly, blowing fresh, by which
we made much way that day fo the morthward.. To-
wards evening we were in with a pretty large island,
Patting ashore on it, we found it clothed with the -
_finest irees we had ever seen, their stems renning up
a prodigious height, withoot knot or branch, and
as straight as cedars. The leaves of these trees re-
sembled those of the myrtle, only they were somewbhat
larger,

I have seen trees larger in circumference on the coast
of Guinea, and there only ; but, for lenglh of stem,
which gradually tapered, I have no where met with any
to-compare with them. The wood was of a hard sub-
stauce, and, if not too heavy, wauld have made good
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masls, the dimension of some of these Lrees being equal-
o a main-mast of 8 frst-rate man of war. The shors
was covered with driftoweed, of o very large size,
mosty cedur, which makesa good fire, but is 20 sub-
ject tosnap and fly, that when we waked, in the morg-
ing, efler & sound sleep, we found our clothes singed
with the sparks in many places, and covered with
wplinters,

The next morning, being calm, we rowed out; but
as 5000 as we had cleared the island, we foznd c great
swall from lhe wesiwerd, and rowed to the bottem
of a very large bay lo the northward of us, The land
was very Jow, and we were in bopes of finding some
inlet through it, but were dissppointed, and there.
fore kept along shore to the westward, This part,
which 1 take to be above fifty leagues. from Wa.
ger's island, is "ut the wvery bottom of the large bay,
Here was the only passage to be found, of which,
if we could, by any means, have obtained informa-
tion, we should have been saved much fruitless labor.
Of this passage 1 shall have occasion to say more here-
after. ‘

Having, at this fime, an off-shore wind, we kept lhe
land clase on board, 1ill we eatne to a head-land. It
was near night before we got a-head of the bressi-land, -
and opening it, discovered a very large bay 1o the north-
svard, and another head-land to the westward, at a great
distance. 'We endeavored to cut short our passage to it
by crossing, which is very seldom to be effected by boats
in these overgrown seas, and Lhis we now experienced ;
for the wind springing up, and beginning to blow fresh,
we were obliged to pul back towards the first head-
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“land, into & small cove, fust large encugh to sheller the-
two boats.

Here an accident happened that alarmed us much.
After securing our boats, we climbed up a rock scarcely
Targe enough .to- contain our numbeérs: having nothing
to eat, we betook ourselvesto our usnal receipt for hune
ger, which was going to sleep.  'We accordingly made
a fire, and stowed ourselves round it as weli as we
could ; but two of.our men being incommoded for want
of rgom, went a little way from us, into a small neck
overhung by & grest cliff, which served them for a ca-
nopy. In the middle of the night we were awskened
by a ferrible rumbling, which we apprehended to be nos
thing less than the shock of an emrthguake, which we
had befure experienced in these parts; and this.conjecs
ture we had reason to think not ill-founded, upon hear-
ing hollow groans and cries as of men half swallowed
up, We immediately rose and hastened to the spot
whenvce the cries proceeded, and were confirmed in the
opinion we had fermed of this accident; for here we
found the two men almost buried under foose stones and ,
earth. But, upon a little farther enquiry, we were un-
deceived, as we found the noise Lo have been occasions
ed by the sudden giving way of the impending cliff
which fell a little beyond our people, carrying trees,
rocks, and loose earth, along with it. The latter fell,
in part, upon our men, whom we, with some difficulty,
rescued from their uneasy sitsation, from which they
escaped with some bruises.

The next morning we got out carly,and the wind be-
ing westerly, rowed the whole day for the head-land we
had seen the night before; bul when we had reached
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if, could find no harbor, but were obliged o go into a
sandy bay and lie the whole night upon our cars; and
& wost dreadlul one it proved, blowing and raining
very hard. Here we were so pinched with bunger that
we ale the shoes off our feet, which consisted of raw
geal-skin,

In the morning we got out of the bay, bulthe inces-
sant foul weather had overcome us, and we began to be
indifferent to our future fate, The boats, in the night,
making into a bay, we nearly lost the yawl, a breaker
having filled her and driven her ashore upon he beach.
This, by some of our accounts, was Christmas-day; but
our accounts had been so often inlerrupted by our dis«
tresses, that no dependance could be placed upon them.
Upon seeing the yawl in this imminent danger, the
barge sioed off, and went into another bay Lo the porth-
ward of it, where the water was smoother; but there
was no possibility of'gelting on shore, . In the night the
yawl| joined us again.

. The next day wag so bad thal we despaired of reach-
ing the head-land, therefore rowed down the bay in
hapes of catching some seals, as we had seen several of
those animals the day before; but without success. We
then retusned to the same bay we had been in the pre.
ceding night, where the surf having somewhat abated,
we wenl ashore, and picked up a few shell-fish.  In the
maring we got on hoard early, and ran along shore 1o
the westward about three leagues, in order 1o double
& cape, which was the westernmost [and we could see,
It blew very hard, nod the sea ran so high that we heas-
tily wished ourselves back again, and accordingly made
the best of gur way for the bay which we had lefi in the

1
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morning ; but before we could reach it ni'ghl came-on,
and we passed a most dismal one, lying upon our cars.
The weather continuing very bad, we, in the morn-.
ing, put in for the shore, where we found nothing but
- tangle and ses-weed. We now passed some days rovs
ing about for provisions, as the weather was still too bad
to make any sttempi to get round {he cepe. Towards
the head -of the bay we found some fine iagoons, snd in
them kilied some seals, and got a good quantity of shell~
* fish, which was 2 great refief to us, We now made a
second sttempt to double the espe, but when we had
got the length of it, and passed the first head-land, for it
coneists: of three of an equal height, we got into a tres
mendous sea, which rar all in heaps like the Race of
Portland, but much worse. We were happy to put
beck to the old place, with .Jiitle hopes of ever getting
round this cape,

The weather, next day, proving very bad, all hands
went sshore {0 procure some sustenance, excepting two
in each bost, who were left as boat-keepers. This
office we took by turns, and it was now my lot to be
upon this daty with another man. The yaw! lay with-
i us ata grapne!; in the night it blew very hand, and
2 great sea tumbled in upon the shore; bul being ex-
tremely fatigued, we, in the beats, went to dleep. How-
ever, 1 was, at iast, awakened, by the uncommon mo-
tion of the boat, and the roaring . of the brenkers every
where around us. - At the same time I heard 8 shriek-
ing like that of persons in distress. I looked out, smaw
the yawi-canled upwerds by s sea,-and soon afierwards
she disappeared, One of our men, whose name was
Witliam Rose, s quarler-master, was drowned; -the
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other was thrown ashore by the surf, with bis head bu-
ried in the sand, but, by the immediate assistance of the

. people on shore, he was saved, As for us in the barge,
we expecied the same faie every moment, fur the sea
broke a long way without us, We, however, got her
head to it, and heaved up our grapnel, or I should ra-
ther say kellick, which we had made to serve instead of
our grapnel, thrown overboard some lime before to
Hghten the boat. By these means we used our ntmost
efforts to. pull her some distance withoul the breakers,
and then let go our kellick again. Here we lay all the
next day, in a great sea, nol knowing what would be
our fate. To add to our mortification we could sce cur
companions in lalerable plight ashore, eating seal, while
we were starving with hunger and cold. For the pre-

+ ceding month we had not known what il was to have a
dry thread about us.

The next day, being somewhat more moderale, we
venlured in with the barge, as pear as we could, wilh
safety, to Lhe shore, and our companions threw us some
seal’s liver, which having greedily eaten, we were seiz-
ed with excessive sickness, which affucted us se much
that our skin peeled off from head {0 foot.

While the people were on shore at thisplace, Mr.
Hamillon mel with a large seal, or sea-lion, and fired
a brace of balls inte him, upon which the animal turned
upon him open-mouthed ; but presently fixing his bayo-
net, lie thrust it dewn his throat with a considerable
pact of the barrel of the gun, which the creature bit in
two, apparently with as much ease as if it had beén a
twig. Notwithstanding the wounds he had received
‘he eluded all farther cfforts to kill him,. and got clear
off..

voL. 11, M
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I call this animal a large seal, or sea-lion, becawse it
resembles a seal in many particulars ; but then it so tnuch
exceeds the lutter in size, thal this distinction alone is
sufficient to justify its being considered as of a different
species.  Mr, Walter, in Lord Anson’s voyage, has
given o particular description of those which are seen
about Juan Fernandez; but they have, in other ch-
mates, different appearances, as well as different guali-
ties, as we had occasion to observe in this, and a late
voyage which [ made. However, s so much has aiready
been said of the sea-lion, I shall mention only two par-
ticulars ; the one relative lo ils appeatance, and the
other to its properties of actinn, which distinguish it
from those described by him. Those [ saw were with-
cut that snout, or trunk, hanging below the end of the
upper jaw; but Lthen the males were furnished with a
large, shaggy mane, which gave them a most formid-
able appearance.  And though hesays, that those he
saw were unwieldy, and easily destroyed, yet we, on
the contrary, found some, that Jay at a mile’s distance
from the water, whiclh came down upon us, when dis
trbed, with such impetuosity, that it was as much as
we could do to get out of their way; and when aitack
ed, they would turn upon us with great agility.

Having lost the yawl, and being too many for the
barge to carry off, we were compelled to leave four of
our men behind. They were all marines, who scemed
to have no great objection to the determination made
with regard to them, they were so exceedingly dishearts
ened and exhausted with the distress and dangers they
had nlready undergone. Indeed, I believe, it would
have been a matter of indifference 1o most of the others,
whether they should embark or take theit chance, Tho
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ceplain distribated smong these poor fellows arms, am-
munition, and some other necessaries. When we part-
ed, they stood upon the beach, giving us three cheers,
and calling out - God bless the king!” We saw
them a little afier selting out upon their forlorn hope,
and helping one another - over & hideous tract of rocks;
. but considering the difficullies attending this only mode
of traveiling et them, for the woods are impenetra-
ble, from their thickness, and the deep swamps every
where met with in them ; considering too, that (be coast
Irere is rendered so inhospitable, by the heavy seas that
are constantly tumbling upon i, as not to afford even s
littfe shell-fish, it is probable that they all cxpenenced a
miserable fate.
. We rowed along shore {o the westward, in arder ip
make one more altempt to double the cape: when a.
breast of the first head-land we were met by such a sea,
that we every moment expected the boat 1o go down.
Bul as we had, in a great measure, lost that powerful
principle, the iove of life, we continued to push through
it till we opened a bay to the northward, In my whole
life | nevesr saw such a dreadful sea as drove in here;
it began to break at more than half a mile from the
shore. Perceiving now that it was impossible for any-
boat to get round, the ‘men lay upon tieir oars tili the
boat was very near the breakers, the mountainous swell
heaving her in at a great rate. I thought it was their
intention 1o end their lives and their misery a1 once, but
nobody spoke for some time. Captain Cheap, at length,
told them they must either perish immediately, or pult
stoutly for it to get off the shore, but ibey might do as
Ahey pleaseds They chose, however, to exert thems
selves a little, and, after infinite difficulty, got round the
w2
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head-land again, giving up all thoughts of making any
farther attempts to double the cape. It was night be-
“fore we could get back to the bay, where we were com-
pelled to leave four of our men, in order, if possible, to
save the remainder; for all of us must certainly have
perished if more than sixteen had been crowded inlo so -
small a boat. This bay we named the Marine Bay.
When we ltad reached it, we found that ihe surf ran so
high as to oblige us to lie upon our vars all night; and it
was now resolved to go back to Wager'’s Island, there
to linger out a miserable life, as we had not the least
prospect of returning home, -

. But, before we set out to accomplish this resolution, it
was necessary, if possible, to procure some little stock
of seal to sipport us in a passage, during which, where-
ever we might put in, we were not likely to meet with
any supply., It was accordingly determined to go up
the iagoon, where he had before met with seals, to pro«
vide ourselves with some; bat we did not leave the bay
till we had made search for the unhappy marines we had
left on shore. Could we have found them, we had now
agreed to take them on board again, though it weuld
have been certain destruction to us all. This, at ancther
time, would have been madness, but we were now re-
signed to our fate, which none of us thought far distant.
However, there was nothing to be seen of them, and
.we found no traces but a musket on the beach.

Upon returning up the lagoon we were so fortunate
as to kill some seals, which we boiled and put into the
boat for sea-stock.  While we were ranging along the
shore, in detached parties, in quest of whalever eatables
wight come in our way, the surgeon, being alone, dis-
covered a pretly large hole, which.seemed to lead lo
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some den, or repository, within the rock. It was not
so rude, or natatal, but that there were some signs of
its having been cleared and made more accessible by in~
dustry. The surgeon, for seme time, hesitated whether
he should venture in, uncertain as 1o the reception he
might meet with from any inhabitant, His curiosity,
at lengih, overcaming his fears, he determined 1o enter,
which he“did upon his hands and knees, as the passage
was too Tow for him to enter ctherwise. Afler pro-
ceeding, in thiz manner, a considerable way, he artived
at a spacious chamber; but whether nalural, or hollow-
ed out by hands, he could not ascerlain. The Jight was
conveyed into this chamber throggh a hole at Lhe top$
in the midst was a kind of bier, made of sticks laid cross-
wise, supported by props about five feet in height.
Upou this bier were extended five or six bodies, which
had apparently been deposited there a long time, ot had -
suffered no decay nor dimination. They were unco- .
vered, and the flesh had become perfectly dry or hard;
but whether this was effected by any arl or secret, of
which the savages may be possessed, or occasioned by.
any drying virtue in the air of the cave, it was impossi-
ble to guess. Indeed, as the surgeon found nothing to
eat there, which was the principal inducement for his
creeping into this hole, he did not amuse himself with
" long disquisitions, or make that accurate examination he
would atherwise have done; bul crawling out as bhe
went in, he acquainted the first person he mct with what
he had seen.  Some others had the curiosity to go in
likewise. I forgot 1o mention that there was another
range of bodies deposiled in the same manner upon an-
other platfurro under the bier. This was probably the
burial-place of the Indian great men, called Cacigues;
3
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but from whal place they could be bronght we were ut-
lerly af a loss to conceive, there being mo traces of any
Indtan settlement in the vicinily. We had seennot one
savage since we left the island, nor observed any marks
in the coves or bays {o the northward, where we had
touched, such as fire-places, or old wigwams, which
they never (ail to leave behind them ; and it is very pro-
buble, from the violent seas that are always bealing
upon this coast, ils deformed aspect, and the very
swampy soil which every where borders upon it, that it
Is fittle frequented,

We now crassed the first bay for the bead- tand we left
on Christmas-day, much dejected; for under our former
sufferings, we were, in some measure, supporied with
the hopes that, as we advanced, however little, they
were so much nearer their termination, Hul now our
prospects wese dismal and dispiriting indeed, as we had
the same difficulties and dangers to encounter, not only
wilhout any flatlering views 1o Jessen them, but under
the aggravating circumstance of their Ieading to an in-
evitable and miserable death ; for we could not possibly

conceive (hat the fate of starving could, by any human
" means, be avoided upon the desolate island to which we
were returning, The shell-fish, which was the anly sub-
sistence the island had hitherto afforded, in any degree,
was exhausted ; and the Indians had shewn themselves
so litile affected by the common incitements of compas-
sion, that we could build no hopes upon any impressions
ol that nature in them., 'They bad already refused to
barter their dogs with us for want of a valuable commo
dily on our side, so that it is wonderiul we did nol ra-
sign ourselves to despondency, and lay aside all farther
altempts; bul we were supported by that invisibls
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power, who can make (e most uptoward circumsiances
subservient to his gracious purposes.

At this time oor asual bad weather auended us3 the
night likewise set in long before we could reach the cove
in which we had formerly taken shelier, so that we were
ebliged tu keep the boal’s head 1o the sea all night, the
sea every where astern of us running over hideousbreak-
ers. In the morning we designed (v stand over for the
island in which we had observed the siraight, lofly trees
before-mentioned, and whicl Captain Cheap named
Montrose Island; but as soon as we opened the head-
land to the westward of us, a sudden squall wok the
boat and very nearly overset her, She instantly filled
with water ; but by baling with our bats, bands, and any
thing that would held water, we, with difficuly, cleared
her.  Upon this alarming circumstance we found it ad-
visable to return and put into the cove which the night
before we were prevented from enlering, Here we
were defained two or three days by estremely bad wea-
ther; sothat ltad we not fortunately provided curselves -
with some seals we must have starved, for this place
afforded us nothing.

At length we reached Montrose Island, Thisis by
much the best and pleasantest spot we had seen in this
part of the -world, though il bas nothing eatable in it
But some berries, which resemble gooseberries i flavar:
they are black, and grow ina swampy grovnd, The
bush, or tree, that bears them, is much taller ihan that
of our goosebersies. 'We remained here some time, liv-
ing upon these berries and ke remainder of vur seal,
which was now auite rolten,

Our two or three first attempts to put off from llus
island were without success, the tempestuous weather

M4
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obliged us to return.  One of our people waz muoch in-
clined to remain here, thinking it at least as good a
place as Wager’s Island to end kis days upon; but he
was abliged by the rest to go-off with them, We had
not been long out before it began to blow a storm of
wind; and so thick a mist catne on, that we could not
see the land, and were at Joss which way o steer ; but
we heard the sea, which ran exceeding high, breaking
near us; upon which we bauled aft the sheel, and
scarcely weathered the breakers by a boat’s length, At
the same time we shipped a sea thal nearly filled vs: it
struck us with such violence as to throw me and one
of two more into the botiom of the boat, where we
were half drowned before we could get up again, This
was cne of the most extraordinary escapes we had in
the course of this expedition ; for Captain Cheap, and
every one else, had entirely given themselves up for
Jost. However, it pleased God-thal we arrived, the
same evening, 11 Red-wood cove, where the weather
continued so bad all night thal we could not keep ina
fire 1o dry ourselves.  Having no other aliernative but
to stay here and statve, of tu put to sca again, we chase
the latter, and put off in the morning, though the wea-
_ ther was very litife mended. Three days aflerwards
we arrived at our old station, Wager's Island, but in
such a misecable plight, that though we thought our
condition, upon settiug out, would not admit of any ad-
ditional circumstances of misery, yel it was fo be en-
vied in comparison to what we now suffered, so worn
out and reduced were we by fatigue and hunger, having
. eaten nothing for some days but sea-weed and tangle.
Upon this expedition we had been cut, by our own ace
count, just two months; in which we bad rounded,
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“backwirds and forwards, the great bay formed to the
northward by the high Jand e had observed from Mount
Misery. ’ _

The first thing we did, upon our arrival, was to secure
the barge, as this was our sole dependance for any re-
lief that might offer by sea; which done, we repaired
to our huts, forming a village or street, consisting of ses
veral irregolar habitations. - Some of these being co-
vered by a kind of brush-wood thaleh, afforded toler-

. able shelter against the inclemency of the weather.
Among them ihere was one which we observed with
some surprise to be nailed up. ~ We broke it open, and
found some iron work, picked out with great pains from
those pieces of the wreck which were driven ashore.
Hence we concluded, that the Indians, who had been
here in our absence, were not of the same tribe as thote
with whom we had before had some commerce, who
seemed {0 set no valee upon iron; and’ that they must
have had communication with the Spaniards, from whom
they had learned the value and use of that commedily.
Thieving from strangers is regarded among savages,
in general, as a commendable talent, and bespeaks an
address which they greatly admire ; though the strictest
honesty, with regard to the property of each other, is
observed among them. They had, no donbt, ransacked
all our houses; Lut the men had teken care, before they
went off in the long-boat, to sirip them of their most
valoable furviture ; that is, the bales of cloth used for
lining, which they converted into trowsers and watch~

-coats.

At a period, when despair was ready to overwhelm
us, a new and unexpected prospect opened to our view,
A few days after our retuen, a party of Indians came (o
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the island in two cances, and were not a iiitle surprised
to find us here again,  Anmiong these was an Indian of
the tribe of the Chonos, whe live in the neighbourhood
of Chiloe, an island on the west coast of America, and
the southernmost seltlement under the Spanish jurisdic-
tion on that coast. He spoke Spanish, but with that sa-
vage accent which renders it almost uninteRigible to any
but those who are adepts in that language. He wasa
Cacique, or chief of his tribe, which authorily was con-
firmed o him by the Spaniards ; for he carried the usual
badge and mark of distinction by which the Spaniards
and their dependents hold civil and military employ-
ments, consisting of a stick with a silver head. _

Our surgeon, Mr. Elliot, being master of a few Spa-
rish words, made himself so far endersicod by the Ca-
cigue, aslo let him know, that our intention was fo
reach some of the Spanish settlements if we could ; that

" we were unacquainted with the best and safest way, and
what track was most likely to afford us subsistence in
our journey ; premising, if he would undertake 1o con-
duct us in the barge, he should bave it, and every thing
in it, for his trouble, as soon as it had served our present
occasions:

To these conditions the Cacique, after much persua-
sion, at length agreed. Accordingly, having made the
best preparation we could, we embarked on board the

- barge, to the number of filteen, including the Cacique,
whose name was Marlin, and his servant Emanuel,

The next day brought us o the bottom of a greal bey,
where the Indian guide had left his family, a wife and
two chillren, in a hut, Here we staid two or three
days, during which we were constantly employed in
ranging along shore in quest of shell-fish.



L0SS OF THE WAGER MAN OF WAR. 2t

We now again proceeded on our voyage, baving re-
ceived on board the family of our guide, whe conduct-
-~ ed us to a river, the stream of which was so rapid, that,
afler our utmost efforts from morning to evening, we
gained little upon the current. Afer struggling witha
series of almost unparalleled difficuliies, from cold, hun-
ger, and faligue, we at last reached an island about
thirty leagues south of Chiloe. Here we remained iwo
days for a favorable opportunily.{o cross the bay, the
very thonghis of which seemed to frighten our Cacique
out of his senses ; and, indeed, there was great reason
for his apprehensions, for there ran a most dreadiul,
hollow sea, dangerous for any open boat whatever, but
a thousand times more for such a crazy vessel as we
were in. He at last mustered up resolution enough to
attempt it, having first crossed himself for an hour to-
gether, end made a kind of lug.sail out of the bits of
blankets lhey wore about them, sewed together wilh
split supple-jacks. We then put off, and a terrible
pasiage we had.  The bottom plank of the cance was
‘split, and opened upon every sea, As we drew near
the shore, the Cacique was eager to land, baving been
terrified to such a degree with this run, that if it had
not been for us, every soul must have perished; for
he had very nearly got among the breakers, where the
sea drove with such violence upon the rocks, that not
even an Indian could have escaped, especially as it was
in the night.  'We kept off till we got into smosth wa-
ter, and landed upon the island of Chiloe, -though ina
part of it that was not inhabited.

Here we staid all the next day, in a very heavy snow,
to recover ourselves a little afier our faligue; but the
wold was 50 excessive, that we thought we should hav g
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lost our feet, haviﬁg neither shows nor stockings; and
Captain Cheap was so ill, that if he had had but a few
leagues farther to go without relief, he conld not have
beld opt.

I is impossible for me to describe {he miserable state

“to which we were reduced. Our bodies were o ema-
cizled that we scarcely exhibited the figures of men.
it has ofien happened to me, in the coldest nights, both
in hail and snow, where we had nothing but an open
beach to lie down upon, that, in order to procore a
little rést, I have been obliged to poll .off my few rags,
as it was otherwise impossible (o get a moment's sleep,
on accoont of the vermin w:th which they swarmed.
Our sufferings, in this respect, 'were ten times worse
than even those of hunger. We were, however, all
clean in comparison to Captain Cheap; for I can com-
pare his body to nothing bot an aat-hill, with thousands
of insects crawling over it.  He was now past aitempt.
ing to rid himself in the least of this torment, as he had
quite lost himself, not recollecting the names of those
that were about him, nor even his own. His beard
was as long as a hermit's, and that, as well as his face,
were covered with dirt and train-oil, from having long
accustomed himself 1o sleep upoen the bag in which he
kept the pieces of stinking seal, by way of piliow,
This prudent method he took to preve. t our getling at
it while he slept, His legs were as large as mill-posts, -
though his body appeared to be nothing but skin and
bone,

‘What things our cacique had brought with him from
the wreck he hete buried under ground, in nrder 1o
conceal them from the Spaniards, who would ot have
left him a rusty neil, if they had known of it, Towards

1
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evening we sel off again, and about nine the same night,
to our great joy, we observed somelhing that had the
appearance of a house. It belonged 1o an acquainiance
of our cacique: and as he was possessed of my fowling-
piece, and we had preserved about one charge of pow-
der, he made us Joad it for him, and desired we would
shew him how to discharge it; upon which, standing
up, und holding his head from it as far as possible, he
fired, and fell back into ihe bottom of the cance. The
Indians belonging to the house, being quite unused lo
fire.arms, ran oul and hid themselves in the woods.
Bui after some time, one of them, bolder than the rest,
got upon a hill and halloowed to us, asking whe and
what we were. Our cacique now made himself known,
and they presenilly came down to the boat, bringing
with them some fish and plenty of potatoes, This was
the most comforteble meal we had made fot many long
maonths; and as soon as it was over, we rowed about
two miles farther to a liule village, where we landed.
Here our cacique presently awaked all the inhabitants
by the noise he made, obliged one of them to open his
door to us, and immedialely to make alatge fire, for
the weather was very severe, this being the month of
June, whicl is the depth of winter in this part of the
world, The Indians now flocked about us, and mani-
fested great compassion, as our cacique related to them
what part he knew of our history. ‘They were igno-
rant of our country, nor could our guide inform them,
for he had often asked us if we were French, Dulch, or
English, ibe only natiops he had ever heard of besides
the Spaniards. We always answered we were fiom
Grande Bretagne, which he could make nothing of ; for
we were afraid, if he knew us to be English, (as he had
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heard that nmation was at wer with the Spaniards) he
would not have conducted usto Chiloe.

These good-natured, compassionate creatures seemed
to vie with each other who should be the most attentive

to us, They made a bed of sheep skins close to the
fire for Captain Cheap, and laid him upon it; and, in-
deed, bad it not been for the kind assislance hie now met
with, he could not have survived three days longer.
Though it was about midnight, they went out and kifled
a sheep, of which they made broth, and baked 2 large
cake of barley meal. Any person may imagine what
a treat this was o wreiches who had not tasted a morsel
of bread, or any wholesome food, for such a length of
fime.

After we could eat no longer, we went to sleep about
the fire, which the Indians took care to keep up. In
the morning the women came from far and near, each
bringing something with her. Almost every one had a
pipkin in her hand, containing either fowls or mutton
made into broth, potatoes, €ggs, of other eatables,

Upon our arrival at this place they had dispatched =
messenger to the Spanish corregidor, at Castro, a town
at a considerable distance, informing him of the circum-

" stance. At the end of three days this man returned, with
an order lo the chief caciques of the Indians we were
among, to send us thither.

When we came to ihe corregidor’s house we found it
full of people. He was -an old man, very tall, with &
long cloak, a tye-wig, and a spado of immense length by
hisside. He received us in great stale; but as we had
no interpreter, we understood little or nothing of the
questions he asked us,
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He ordered a lable Lo be spread for us with cold ham
and fowls, Lo which only three of us sat down, andina
short time dispatched more than ten men with common
appetites could have done. 1t is aniazing that our eating
to such excess, from the time we first gotamong 1he kind
Indians, had nol killed us. We were never satisfied, and
used, for some months afterwards, Lo take all opportu.
nities of filling our pockets when we were nol seen, that
we might gel up two or Lhree times in the night to cram
ourselves. Caplain Cheap used Lo declare that he was
quite ashamed of himself.

After supper the corregidor carried us to the Jesuits’
college, atiended by the soldiers and all the rabble of the
town. This was intended for our prison for the present,
till orders should be received from the grovernor, who
resided at Chaco, above thirly leagues from that place,
When we arrived at the college, the corregidor desired
the Father provincial, as they styled him, or the head of
ihe Jesuits, to find out of what religion we were, or whe-
ther we had any or not. He then retired, the gates were
shut, and we were conductedioa cell. We found in it
something like beds, spread on the floor, and an old shirt
apiece, ragged it istrue, but clean, which was of infi-
nite service to us; nor did eating, al firsl, give.me balf
the satisfaction I received from this (reasure of an old
. shirt, Though this college was large, there were but
four Jesuits in it," and no other individuals of that order-
upon the island,

In the morning Captain Cheap was sent for by the
father provincial: theif conversation was carried on in
_Latin, perhaps not the best on eilher side; however,
they mdde shift to understand each other. When he
_teturned he told us the good fathers were still harping
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upon what things of ‘value we might have saved and
concealed about us, and that if we had any thing of that
sort, we could not do better than to let them have it.
Religion seemed to be quite oul of the question at pre=
sent; but a day or two afterwards, the corregidor, being
informed that we were heretics, desired the Jesuits o
convert us: but one of them told him it was a mere joke
to attempt it, as we could have no mducement upon that
island to change our religion ; adding, that when got to
Chili, in that delightful country, where there was nothing
but diversions and amusements, we should be converted’
fast enough.

Wekept close to our cell till the bell rang for dinner,
when we were conducted (o a hall, where there was
one table for the fathers aud another for us. Aflera
very long Latin pm}er, we sat down and ate what was
set before us, without a single word passing at either
table. Assoon as we had finished, there was another
long prayer, which, however, did not appear sc tedious
as the first, and then we retired again to our cell. In
this manner we spent eight days, without ever stirring
vut, all which time we might have fmagined ourselves
out of the world; for, excepling the dinner-bell, a si-
lence reigned throughout the whole as if the place had
been uninhabited,

On the eighth evening we heard s violent knocking
at the gate, which was no sconer opened, than there ap-
peared a young officer, booted and spurred, whoacquainte
ed the fathers that he was sent by the govemor to conduct
us io Chaco.

Upon cur arrival we wese treated with great polile-
ness, and enjoyed the liberty of visiting all who invited
us; among the houses we visited, there was one belongs



LOSS OF THE WAGER MaAN OF WAR. 257 |

Ing to an old priest, who was esleemed one of the rich-
esl persons vpon the island. He had a niece, of whom
he was extremely fond, and who was 1o inherit all he
possessed. He had takén a great deal of pains with
her education, and she was reckoned one of the most
accomplished young ladies of Chiloe. Her person was
good, though she could not be called a regular beanty.
This young lady did me the honor to take more nolice
of me than I deserved, and proposed Lo her uncle to
convert, and afterwards begged his consent to marry
me,

As the old man doated upon her, he readily agreed to
it ; and accordingly, on the next visit | made him, he ac-
quainted me with the young lady’s proposal, and his ap-
probation of it, taking me, st the same time, into a room
where there were several chests and boxes, whicl he une
locked, first shewing what & quantity of fine clothes his
niece had, and then his own wardrobe, which, he said,
should be mine at his death.—~Among other things he
produced a piece of linen, premising that it should im’
medialely be made up into shirts for me, T own thislast
article was a great temptation to me. 1 had, however,
the resolulion 10 withstand if, and made the best excuses
1 could for not accepting of the honor they intended me;
for, by this time T could speak Spanish well encugh to
make myself understeod.

Afier various changes of fortune and situation, an order
came {rom the president tosend Captain Cheap and Mr.
Hamilion, wha were known to be officers, by having
saved their commissions, to St. Jago, the capital of Chili,
while Mr, Campbelland [, who had lost ours, were com-
mitted Lo prison.

Al
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“There were, at this time, several ships in the port
delivering their cargoes; so that almost every day there
were large droves of mules going up to St Jago wilh
goods. The governer, at the solicilation of Captain
Cheap, sent for one of the master-carriers, and ordered
him 1o take us up with him. The man asked him how
he was to be paid for expences, as be should be five
days upon the road. The governor told him he might
get that as he could, for he would not advance him a
single farthing. A soldier who guarded us, though he
had a wife apd six children to maintain out of his siender
pay, humanely exerted himself lo render our imprison-
ment more tolerable, and, &1 our departure, brought us
some littie matters to catry with us, We travelied about
fourteen miles the first day, and lay, at night, in Lthe open
field, which is always the custom of Ihese peaple, stop-

* ping where there is pienl} of pasture and good water far
the mules,

Tie next moraing we passed over a high mountain,
called Zapata § and then crossing 2 large plain, we pas~
sed anolher mountain, very difficult for the mules, which-
each c‘ar:ied‘-l!wo heavy bales: there were above. one
hundred of them in this drove. The mules of Chili are
the finest in the world; and though they are continually
upon the road, and have nothing but what they pick up
at nights,-they are as fat and sleek as high-fed horses in
England.

The fourth night we loy upen a plain, io sight of St,
Jago, and not above [our leagues from it. The next
day, as we moved towards the city, our master-carsier
who was naturally well-disposed, and had been very kind
{o us ail the way, advised me, very seriously, nol Lo think
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of remaining at St. Jago, where, he said, there was no-
thing but extravagance, vice and folly, but lo proceed
with him as a mule-driver, at which he said I should soon
be very expert; adding, that they led an innocent and
happy life, far preferable to any enjoyment such a great
city as that before us could afford. T expressed my ac-

 knowledgments for his kindness, but teld him I would
try the city first, and if I did not like it, I woold accept
of the offer he was so good o make me. The Lhing that
gave him this high opinien of me was, that ashe had been
so civil to as, T was very officious in assisting to drive in
those mules, that strayed from the rest, upon the large
plains over which we passed; and this, I thought, was the ’
least I cocld do towards making some relurn for the abli-
gations we owed him,

When we got into St. Jago, the carrier delivered ue
to the captain of the guard at the palace gale; and he
soon afterwards intreduced us {0 the president, Don
Joseph Manso, who received us with much civility,
and then sent us te the house where Captain Cheap
and Mr. Hamiltun were, We found them extremely
well lodged, at the house of a Scotch physician, whose
name was Don Patrico (Gedd, This gentleman had
been a long time in that city, and was greally esteemed
.by the Spaniards, as well for his abilities in his profes.

- ston as for the humanity of his disposition. He no sooner
‘heard that four English prisoners bad arrived in that

» country, than he waited on the president, and begged
they might be lodged in bis house. This was granted,
-and had we been his own brothers, we could not have
.met wilh a more friendly reception; and duting lwo
-years that we were with him, it was his constant study
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to make every thing as agreeable to us as possible. We
were greatly distressed 10 think of the expence he was
at upon our account 5 but it was in vain 10 argue with
him about it. In short, to sum np his character in a
few words, there never was a man of more estensive ho-
manity,

Two or three days afier our arrival, the president sent
Mr. Campbell and me an invitation 10 dine with him,
where we were to meet Admiral Pizarro, and all his offi-
cers, This was a cruel stroke upon us, as we had not
any clothes fit (o appear in, and dared not refuse the in-
vitation., The next day & Spanish officer, belonging to
Admiral Pizarro’s squadron, whose name was Don Ma-
nuel de Guirro, came and made us an offer of two thoue
sand dollsrs. This geperous Spaniard made this offer
without any view of ever being repaid, but purcly from
® compassionale motive of relieving us in our present
distress. We retumed him all the acknowledgments
his uncommonly generous behavior merited, and ac-
cepted of six hundred dollars, upon his receiving our
draft on the English consu) at Lisbon. We now clothed
ourselves decently in the Spanish fashion; and as we
were upon our parole, we weunt out where we pleased to
divert ourselves,

St, Jago is situated in about 3$3° 3¢° South latitude, at
the west foot of the immense chain of mountains called
the Cordilleras. It stands ona mest beautiful plain, above
thirty leaguas in exient. It was founded by Don Pedro
de Baldivia, the conqueror of Chili. The plan of it
was matked out by him in squares, like Lima; and al-
most every house, belonging to people of any fashion,
has a large court before it, with great gates, and a gar-
den behind. A little rivulet, neally faced with stones,
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runs (hrough every street, by which they can cool the
streets, or water their gardens, when they please. The
whole town ia exiremely well paved, The gardens are
full of noble orange-trees, and all sorts of Sowers, which
perfume the houses, and even the wheole city.  The
churches are rich in gilding as well as in plate; the ca-
thedral and the bishop’s palace are on the west side of
the cily. The houses bave, in general, only a ground-
floor, on account of the frequent earthquakes, but they
make a handsome appearance. '

Thus a few of us, at last, made our way in 2 new and
unheard-of manner over a large and desert tract of land,
belween the western mouth of the Magellanic Streight
and the capital of Chili; a country scarcely to be pa-

ralleled in any part of the globe, as it affords neither
" fruits, grain, nor even roots, proper for the sustenanca
of man. And, which is still more rare, the very ses,
which yields a plentiful support to many a barren coast,
on the tempestuous and inhospitable shore we had lef
behind us, is found t0 be almost as barren as the
land. _

After two year’s residence at 5t, Jago, we embarked
on hoard the Lys frigate, belonging to 5t. Malo, leaving
Mr. Campbell behind, by his own choice. She wasa
ship of 420 fons, 16 guns and 60 men. Among other
passengers were the celebrated Don George juanm, and
Don Anionio Ulloa, who had been several ‘years in Peru,
engaged in scientific pursuits, We were now bound

- to Conception, in order to join three other French ships
that were likewise proceeding home, _

As this was a time when the sontherly winds pre.
vail upon this coast, we stood off a long way to the
westward, mwaking the island of Juan Fernandez. . We

4 .
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. did not get into the bay of Conceéption 1ill the 6tk of
Januvary, y745,

In the homeward passage, some of the French ships
were captured by the English, bul lhe Lys escaped;
end on the 3181 of October we came- to an anchor in
Brest road. The Lys heving a valuable cargo on board,
was towed into harbor next morning, and lashed along.
side ape of the men of war. The money was soon
landed, and the officers and men, who had been o
many years absent, from their native country, wereglad,
to gel on shore. Nobody remained on board but a man
or lwo lo look afier the ship, and we Lhree English prie
soners, who had not leave 10 go on shore.  The weather
was extremely cold, and felt particularly so to us, who
had been so long used Lo hot climales ; and what made
it still worse, we were very thinly clad. We had neis
ther fire nor candle, which are not allowed on board of
any ship in the harbor, for fear of accidents, being close
to their magazines in the dock-yard.  Some of the offi-
cers belonging to the ship were so kind as to send us
victuals every day, or we might have starved; for M.
I'intendant never sent us even a message; and though
there was a very large squadron of wen of war filliog
out at that time, nol one officer belonging te them ever
came near to Caplain Cheap. From five in the evening
we were obliged to sit in the datk; and if we chose to
have any supper, it was pegessary to place if very nesr
us before thal lime, otherwite we never could have
found it.

We had passed seven or eight days in this melan-
choly manner, when, one morning, a row galley came
elong -side with & number of English prisopers, belong-
ing o large privateers the French had teken. We were
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cidered into the same boat with them, and were carried
four leagues up the river to Landernau, Al this lown
we were upon our parvle, We took the best lodg-
ings we could get, and lived very well for three
months, when an arder came from the courl of Spain
to allow us to return home hy the first ship that of

fered.
© Upon this, hearing there was a Du{ch ship at Mor«
kaix ready to sail, we took -horses and travelled to that
town, where we were obliged 1o remain six weeks be-
jore we had an opportunity of getling away. At last
we agreed with the master of a Dutch dogger to landas
at Dover, and paid him befvre-band, When he had
got down the river into the road, a French privateer,
that was ready to sail upon a croize, hailed the Dulch.
man, ordering him to come to an anchor, adding, that
if he offered 10 sail before him he would sink him, This
command he was forced to comply with, and lay three
days in the road, cursing the Frenchman, who, at the
end of that time, put to ses, and left him at liberty to
do the same.

We had a long uncomfortable passage.. About the
" ninth day, before sun-set, we saw Dover, and reminds
ed the Dutchman of his agreement to land us there. He
said he would; but instead of keeping his woid, in the
morning we were off the coast of ¥France, We loudly
complained of this piece of villainy, and insisted upon
his returning to land us, when an Englisk man of wat
appeared to windward, and presently bore down to us.
She sent her beat on board with an officer, who informed
us that the ship he came from was the Squirre], command-
ad by Captain Masterson.
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We went on board of her, and Captain Masterson im-
mediately sent one of the cutters he had with bim 10 land
us at Dover, where we arrived that afiernoon, and di-
rectly setoff for Canterbury upon post-horses ; but Cap-
tain Cheap was go tired by the time he got there, that
he could proceed no farther that night. The next mora-
ing he #till found himself so much fatigued, that he could
ride no longer ; therefore it was agreed, that be and Mr.
Hamillon should iske a post-chaise, and that I should ride.
But hereas unlucky difficulty was starled ; for upon shar«
ing the little moneywe had, it wasound to be not sufficient
te pay the charges to London; and my propartion fell so
short, that it was, by calculation, bare enough te pay for
horses, without a farthing for eating 2 morsel ypon the
rogd, or even for the very turopikes.  Those I was oblis
ged to defraud, by riding as hard as I could through them
all, not paying thz least regard to the men who cailed
out to stop me. The want of refreshment I bore as well
as lcould - .

When I got to the Borough I iook a coach and drove
1o Marlboreughsstreet, where my friends lived when I
left England; but when | came there | found the house
shut up. Having beenabsent so many years, and hav.
ing, in all that time, never heard a word from home, I
kiiew not who was dead, or who was living, or where
v go next, or even how to pay the coachman., | re-
collécted a linen-draper’s shap, not far from thence, st
which our family used to deal. [therefore drove thither,
and meking myself known, they paid the coachman.
Ithen inquired after our family, and was (old 1hat my
sisler had married Lord Carlisle, and was at thai tise
in Soho-square.” I immediately walked te the house,
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and knocked at the door,  But the porter, not liking my
figure, which was haif French and haif Spanish, with the
sddition of a large pair of boolis, covered with dirt, was
going to shut the door in my face, bt I prevailed upon
him Lo let me in. ;

I need not acquaint the reader with what surprize and
joy my sister received me. She immediately furnished
me with money sufficient to appear like the rest of my
countrymen.  Till (hat time I could not properly be said
to have finished all the extraordinary scenes in which £

“had been involved by a series of extraordinary advens
‘tures, for the space of five years and upwards.

Some of those who abandoned Captain Cheap, and
had purwed a different route through the streights of
Mageilan in the long-boat, had previously reached their
native land ; but the number of those who had this good
fortune was comparatively small, and heir distresses, for
variety and duration, were almost without a paraliel,

EXTRAORDINARY BELIVERANCE OF

FOUR SHIPWRECKED ENGLISH SEAMEN,

Found upoo s Shoal of Ice near Spilzbersen, in the Yeat 1645,

———————

A Dutch Galliot sails to Spitzbergen---The Crew discovers a float-
ing Shoal of Ire with four Englishmen upon il—They zre taken -
on hoard---Their Adveniarcs—~Extrewnilies (o which they were
reduced—Death of three of them——The baly Survivor avrives in
England.

JorN CORNELIUS, of Muniken, being ordered

to Spitzbergen to catch whales, set sail from the Texel

in = gailiot on the 6th of May, 1646, and srrived on the

3dof June near Spilzbergen, with an intention toanchor
¥OL. I N
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in the bay, but was obliged, by the vast floats of ice-
shoals, to keep cut to sea. Afler having, in vain, cruized
up and down among the ice-shoals they gotinto the bay,
bat perceiving two whales farther at sea, they sent out
their sloop in pursuit of them.

Wtkile they were rowing up and down to watch the
motions of lhese creatures, they discovered, at a dis-

tance, a great ice-shoal, with something white upon i, .
which, at first sight, they imagined to be bears, they be-
ing generally white there; bul one Ellert Johnson, who
was in the boat to manage the harpoon, judging, by the
molion, that it was sometling else, persuaded them o
row that way, which being done accordingly, they not
long ‘after perceived a piece of rope belonging to the
sails of a ship, which was held up by a man as asignal
of the utmost distress. They, therefore, rowed up lo-
wards it with all the osrs they had, and upon approach.
ing i, found, lo their great surprize, ope dead man and
four living ones, zll Englishmen, upon the ice-shoal,
who, upon their knees, expressed their joy and thank-
fulness for suchan unexpected deliverance from the jaws
of death. They were taken into ihe sloop and carried
into the bay aboard the ship. '

These unfortunate men had cat a large hole, of the
nature of a subterranenus cave, into the ice, and round
the entrance they had placed the pieces of ice cut oat of
the cavily fo defend themselves from the violence of

" the winds and waves. Inthis hole they had spent four-

teen days, it being so long since they had lost their ship,

At first there were in all forty-two of them, and they had
taved some victuals and tools, with their sloop. The
rommander, however, perceiving, in a short time, that
it would be impossible for thew to hold out long upon
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the ice-shoal, resolved to go ashore in the sloop with
seventeen of his men, and afterwards to send word back
how matters siood there. This was done accordingly ;
but it blowing very hard, and not having since heard
any tidings of their companions, they were afraid that
the latter had perished before they reached the shore,

There were lwenty-four left upon the ice-shoals, but
the want of provisions Increasing daily, being reduced
to a starving condition, and expecting nothing but in-
stant death, they resalved to divide themselves and get
upon several ice-shoals, in hopes, by some chance or
ather, to reach the shore; bul whether the olhers got
ashore, or were taken up by some ship, or swallowed by
the waves, they were not able o tell.

Certatn it is, that four of them, the miserable remnant
of forty-two, were found sitting together upon this ice-
shoal, overwhelmed wilh disiress, withont any hopes of -
being rescued from the extremity to which they were re-
duced by cold aud hunger, before the Dutch ship came
in sight of them, having had nothing to subsist upon but

aleather belt, which they had divided and eaten, share
- and share alike, till all was consumed.,

Afier they were brought to the Dutch ship, the sur-
geon took all imagismble care for their recovery; not.
withstending which three of them died a few daysafier-
wards, so that out of forty-two, the total number of the
ship's crew, no more than one escaped with life, who are
tived in September, 1646, in the galliot, at Delft, onthe
Meuse, and returned from thence 1o England, his native
counlry.

N2
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SHIPIWWRECK OF THE JONGE THOMAS,
) A DUTCH EAST TNDIAMAN,
At the Cape of Good Hope, June the €nd, 1773.

+ et et

Viclent Storm st the Cape of Good Hape—The Jonge Thomas
patts in twa Pieces—Sixty-three of the Crew escape---Tahuma-
nity of the Measures adopted to save the Cargo---Philanthrapic
Ezertions of an old Men, narmed Woltemad, whe wnfortunately
perishes---Pasticulars relative to his son,

ON the 15t of June, 1773, being Whit-Monday, there
arose at the Cape a very high north-wesl wind, with
violenl hurricanes and showers of rain. Al night, in
this storm, the Jonge Thomas, osne of the four ships be-
lunging to the Company 1hal were still in 1he road, hav-
ing lost all her anchors, one slier the other, was driven
on the sands near the shore at Zoa} Rivier, and, in con-
sequence of her heavy lading, parted inlo two pieces in
the middle, The surge rose 1o an amaging height on
the shore, and Zoul Rivier was 5o swollen as Lo be almost B
impassable. 1tis true, from the middie of May 10 Lhe
muddle of Augus, the Company’s ships are prohibited
“from lying in the road; yet i sometimes happens, that
the governor permits it, in order to avoid the inconve-
niencies of victaalling and lading the ships.in Faise Bay.
Independently of the loss sustained by the Cowpany,
as well in ships as merchandize, a number of the crew
likewise unfortunately perished on this occasion. They
were lost for want of assistance, and mel with a deplo-
rable death very near lhe land, Ouly sixty-three men

escaped; one hundred and forty-nine being unhappily
drowned, . '
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The ship had scarcely struck, which happened just st
day-break, when the mosl efficacious measares were em-
ployed, to save as much ‘ms possible of the Company’s
property, that might chance to be thrown on shore;
though not the lesst care was taken to deliver a single
soul of the crew from their forlorn and miserable sitpa-
tion. Thirly men were instantly ordered out, with a
stripling of & feutenant, from the citadel, to the place
where the ship lay, in order to keep a strict  lovk-out,
snd prevent any of the Company’s effects from heing
stolen, A gibbet was erected, and an edict issued at
tire same time, importing, that whoever should come near
the spot, should be hanged immediately, without trial,
or sentence being passed upon them. On this account,
the compasstonaie inhabitants, who had gone out on
horseback to the assistance of the wretched sufferers, -
were obliged to return, without being able to do them
th:ie least service; bot, on the contrary, witnessed the
brutelity and want of feeling evinced on this occasion
by certain perrons, whe did not besow a thooght on
affording the least assistance or relief to their fellow=
crealures upen the wreck, who were perishing with
cold, tunger, and thirst, and almost in the arms of death.,

Another circumstance tended to render this other-
wize distressing scene siill more afflicting.  Among the
few who were lucky enocgh to save their lives by
swimming from the wreck, was the gunner, who strip-
ped himself quite naked, in order that he might swim
the easier, and had the good luck to come alive to shore,
which was pot the case with every one that could
swim ; for many were either dashed to pieces against

- the rocks, or, by the violence of the wrf, carried back
again to sea. When hearrived on shore, he found his

chest landed bafore hims hut just as he was going to: .
: . ®3 0
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open it, and take cut his great coat, the lienfenant, whe
communded the party, drove him away from i1, and
though he earnestly begged for ieave to take out the
clothes necessary for covering bis naked and shivering
body, and could also prove by the key, fastened, accord-
ing to the sailor’s custom, to his waist, as well as by his
rame cet on the lid of his chest, thal it was actually his
property, he was, nevertheless, forced to retreat, with-
out effecting his purpose by this merciless hero, who
gave him several smart blows with a cane on his bare
back. Afier he had passed the whole day naked and
hungry, and exposed to the piercing winds, and was
going to be taken, in fhe evening, to town along with
the others whehad been saved from the wreck, he again
asked leave to take a coal out of his chest fo cover him-
self with; but this having been previously plundered, he
found empty. On entering the town, where hearrived
stark naked, he met with & burgher, who took compas.
sion on him and lent him his great coat. Afterwards,
be, as well as the other unforlunate wreiches, were
obiliged o run about the town, several days logether,
begging victuals, clothes, and money, till at lengih they
received support at the Compuny’s expence, and weré
again taken into its service.

Another action, honorable to humanily, deserves the
more 1o be recorded, at it shews, that st ell times, and
in all places, there are both good and considerate peo-
ple, as well as such who have nothing human but the-
shape.  An old men, of the name of Woltemad, by
birth an Eurcpean, who was at this time the keeper of
the beasis at the menagerie, near the garden, had a son
in the citadel, who was a corporel, and among the first
who had been ordered out to Paarden Island, {Horse
Island) where & guard was lo be placed for the preser-
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vation of the wrecked goods. This worthy veteran
borrowed a horse, and rode out in- the morning, witha
bottle of wine and a loal of bread for his son’s break-
fast. This happened so eatly that the gibbet had not
yet been erected, nor the edict posted up, to point out
to the traveller the nearest road to eternity. ‘The hoary
sire had no sooner delivered o the son the refreshments
he had brought him, and heard the lamentations of the
distressed crew from the wreck, than he resolved to ride
his horse, which was a good swimmer, to the wreck,
with a view of saving some of them, He repeated this
dangerous trip six times more, bringing each time tvo
men alive on shore, and thas saved, in sll, fourteen per-
sons, The horse was, by this lime, so much faligued,
that he did nol think it prudent to venture out again;
but the cries and intreaties of the poor wreiches un the
wreck increasing, he ventured to take one trip more,
which proved so unfortunate, that he lost his own lile,
as, on this occasion, tov many rushed upon him at once,
some of them catching hold of the horse’s tail, and othets
of the bridle, by which means the horse, both wearied
out snd too heavily laden, turned head over heels, and
all were drowned together.  Thhis noble and heroic ac+
tion of a superannualed old man shews that a great nur-
ber of lives might probably bave been saved, ifa strong
tope had been fastened by one end to the wreck and by
the other to the shore. When the storm and waves
had subsided the ship was found to lie al so small a dis-
tance from the land that one might almost have leaped
from her upon the shore. .

On receiving intelligence of the above evenl, the
East India Directors in Holland ordered one of their
ships o be called afler the name of Woltemad, aud the

Nt
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story of his humanity to be painted on the stern: they
farther enjoived the regency of the Cape to provide for
his descendants.

Unfortunately, in the southern hemisphere, sli were
not impressed with the same sentiments of gratitud