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NARRATIVES

SHIPWRECKS,
&e. - &e.

LOS8 OF
THE HINDOSTAN STORESHIP,
Commanded by Caplain J.. Lt Gros,
Wmch wes burned in the Day of Roses, April %, 1804
Extracted, per Favour, from the Log.Book
e

The Hindoutan ia overtaken by a storm—Is -discovered to be on
fire—-Exertions of the crew to extinguish it---The crew escape on
the mortar-raft end i the boats—-The captain sends off the
boats to seek the remeins of the ship---The passengers snd
crew taken on boerd the Jumo-—~Mmutes of the Court Martial
on the Captain and Officers.

His Majesty’s ship Hindostan, of 54 guns, beifg
convetted info a storesship, with 30 guns, baving on

“boerd 11 medicine chests and sundr_) naval stores

for the use of the Hosp:tal at Malta, was, in the evening
-of the 29th of March in company with the Pheebe, and
a transport, when a violent storm from the N. W. off
Cape 8t. Sebastian, came on so suddenly, that be-

* fore the sils casld be 1aken in, all of them, cxcéping "

the fore-sail, were split, and great part of the canvas
blown overboard, Parted company with his Majesty’s
ship Phabe.. The ship labouring much, the mortar-
saft on the maindeck fetched away, end likewise

vOL.1It, ,



2 THE LOSS OF THE HINDOSTAN.

the boats on the quartérs, which all hands were instantly
employed in securing. The following evening the gale
abated, and the crew were engaged in repairing the
damage which the ship had sustained in her sails and
rigging,

On the 2d of April, about 7 A. M. a smoke was ob-
served lo ascend from below, The men were iinme-
diately ordered to quarters, the engine was set to work
without Joss of time, and the buckets képt employed in
supplying it with water. The courses were hanled up,
and the hammocks gat up and stowed away, the galley
fire put oul, and some of the ports hauled up to give
light below. From the course of the smoke, and the re-
ports made, the fire was supposed to be on the orlop
deck, a-breast of the larboard chess-tree. The engine
was, therefore, played there, and a great quantity of
water thrown down. ‘Though no fire appeared, yet the
smoke increased too fast in the orlop for. the people i6 re-
main there, upon which scuttles were cut in the lower-
deck, at several places forward-  Still there was no ap-
pearance of fire, but waler was incessantly poured
down the scuttles and hatchways. The fore-hatchway
was then partly cleared down to the otlop hatches, when,
from the heat of the tarpaulin over them, it was evident
that the fire was among the stores in the fore-hold. It
was before :mposslble to form a conjecture concerning
the cause of this alarming accident; but it was now
supposed that in the gale of the 30th of March, some,
of the medicine chests in the hold had been broken by
the working of the ship, and that a spontaneous inflam-
mation had been produced by some of the combustible:
materials which they might bave contained, The fre-
quency of occurrences of a similar nature seems, ina great
measure, to confirm this conjecture,
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By this time, the smoke had become so “thick aslo
prevent the people from working on the arlop-deck.
The lower-deck hatches were, therefore, ordered (o be
laid on, the porfs lowered down, the scuitles which had
been cut, 'to be choaked up, and every other possible
means taken to smother the fire. This being doae, about
half past eight the ship hove to, the boats were hoisted
out, and the marines were ordered under arms to pre-
vent any person, excepting the boat-keepers, from
getting into them. In consequence of a ery, thal a
slrange sail wasin sight (which, however, proved not to
be the case), * the signal of distress was made. _

At a quarter pasi nine, wore ship to the NNW. and .
made all sail possible for the land,. firing guns occasion-
ally. Thecrew and artificers, were emplayed in sup-

 plying water, launchingfthe spars overboard for a raft,

gelting the powder out of the magazine and heaving it
overboard. The smoke soon increasing (o such a de-
gree, that the people cuuld not remain at work below ;
an af.témpt was made to drown the powder, by throwing
water down, as there was no cock for that purpoée'; but
about eleven every person was obliged 1o quit that duty,
teveral having been suffocated and brought up for dead,
all of whom, however, slterwards tecovered, except-
ing Francis Burke, steward fo the purser of the Victory,

The magazine being still the principal cause of alerm,

‘the carpenters and shipwrights, who were passengers

‘on board, volunteered their services, and succeeded in
cutting scuttles into it, through one of the ward-room,
and one of the gun-room cabins. While they were thus
engaged, the smoke gained aft so much, that it was found
necessary lo close up the .efler-hatckway on the main-
deck, the fore and main hatchwey having already been

i §



4 THE LGSS OF THE AINDOSTAN. .

secuted. The doors, &c. of the ward-room, were
chinsed up to keep out the smoke, the scuttle in the
c:ptain’s after-cabin opened, and the people began to
work to hagl op the powder, and to heave it overboard.
Many, however, on this duty, were brought up appa=
rently Yfeless.

At poon we had an indistinet view of the land,
beariag N, W. by W, lat, observed 41. 59. N, distant
about three or {our leagues, -The people were still em-
ployed in clearing the magazine, and supplying water,
wlien about half" past twelve, they were thrown info the
utmost consternation by a burst of smoke, followed by
flame, which rose to half the height of the main-mast,
threw off the upper-deck gratings, and rushed up the
larboard gunwales, a-breast of the chess-tree, threaten-
ing immediate destruction. In the general confusion
.'pmdnced by this circumstance, lwo men, James Jeffery,
_-and James Kelly were drowned ip attempting to get into

the boats, The main top-sail was backed in readiness -

to take Lo the boats ; bat when the first force of the con-
fined fire had passed off; the flame so far subsided as to

‘enable us to get the tarpaulins, &c. agaiti over the hatch-

ways, and in some measure fastened down. The ship
now drawing fast in with the land, and supposing our-
selves to be fo the leeward of Cape Crux, we heaved
overbeard the signal books, and private signals, together
with all the pablic and private dispatches, having pre-
viously fastened weights to them, and saw them sink.
We then hauled down the numeral signal, for beidg in
disiress, and lelt fiying the reel-ensign at the fore-top-
mast head, and blue ensign st the ensign staff, both re-
versed ; and then threw overboard the other flags, and
alt the hammocks which were on deck, '

e
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THE LOSS OF THE HINDOSTAN, 5

Meanwhile the people employed about the magazine
had run up from below, bringing with therm several of
their number suffocated and apparently dead. This ac~
cident had, during thls day, beeb very frequent ; but
none had suffered more than Mr. Banks, acting lieute~
nant, and Mr. Pearce, the gunner; the former having
been brought up in that state five different umes, and
the laiter four. :

The smoke, owever, soon cleared awdy aga.m in the-
ward-room and in'agnmne, and a third attempt as made
16 gét up the remaining powder, and likewise {o save
the ships’ books 3 but it was found impracticable to ace
compllsh either of those objects.

At half past one, the breeze freshing very strong, we
took in the top-gallant sails. From this time, all further
commitnication with the fore part of the ship was cut
off, and those who were at work below, were obliged
16 quit that duty. Every possible exeriion was used to
keep ihe halchways covered, and water was coniinually
pouréd down by the main and mizen-masts, cupstern,
wheel-ropes, &c. whence the smoke issued the most, in
ofder,if possible, to prevent the Sre from gaining ground
abaft.

The case of the mizen-mast, in the caplain’s cabin,
having already caught fire, and the flame frequently -
bursting through the lee-ports, particularly those forwaed,
the shipwrights and others were emp'oyed in clearing
away that part of the mortar-raft which was stowed over
the quarter-deck, and to get it ia readiness o save
the crew. _ _

Al sbout a quarter past three we got a hewser fast o
the raft, and launched her overboard, and a few minutes
alter fous, the ship ran aground, in the bay of Koses, at

vl :
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the distance of half a mile from the shore, and three
miles to the NLNLE. of the town of Ampurius Ia Escala,
We clewed up all abaft leaving the fore-top sail and jib
set, to prevent the ship from swinging with her head o
the wind. ]

By this time several Spanish boats had put off from
La Escala, and were coming towards us. We manned
aur boals, and began to land the passengers and people,
while the carpenter and his crew, together with the
shipwrights passengers, were crdered upon the raft to
scuttle the ship on the lee quarter, This, however, having
saved very few of their tools, they were unable effece
tually to accomplish, and the wind shifling blew so
much smoke aft, that they were obliged to desist from
the attempt. _

The raft, with ss many men as could be placed npon
Rer, was then ordered to be put off from the ship. The
Spanish boats which had come to our assistance could
not on any account be prevailed upon to come close to
the ship; buta few of thein" received the men from our
boats, and cartied them ashore.

Al five o'clock, the smoke had gained aft so muoch,
that i was impossible (o remain longer on board, wilth
safety. All had now left the ship, excepting Captain

Le Gros, the first lieutenant, and the master, who de-
scended by the stern-ladders, intoone of the yawls, and
pulled 1o windward of the ship. Mr, Banks, the second

lieutenant, did the same in the Sther yawl, but judging -

it dangerous Lo remain near her, they made for the town

of La Escala, where, from its blowing fresh, they did

not arrive till seven o'clock.

. The launch, which was the first hoat ordered on
sbore, having larided the Cansul of Tripoli, his family,
) : 5 .

P S,



THE LOSS OF THE RINDOSTAN, 4

atl the women, children, 8tc. had, by the time the cap=
tain Jeft the ship, gone with the joliy-boat to the assist-
ance of the raft, which had fallen considerably to lee-
ward, and lowed it to shore. The men being exhausted
with the fatigues they had undergone, were only able
to haal up their jolly-boat, and therefore left the raft
and launch secured to the beach by their tow-ropes.

This pacty, in marching past the ship, about half after
six, saw the fife bursting frequently from her ports and
hatchways. At half past eight, when they arrived at
1z Escala, she was one entire sheet of Same, and at
half past nine she blew up, having drified as she became

lighter, to some distance from the shore.

Immediately upon landing, Captain Le Gros waited
on the principal ufficers of (he town, and provided a
hoase for the ship’s company. The next morning no res
mains of the vessel were to be seen, and, upon mus
tering the crew, James Jeffery, Jumes Kelly, and Fran-
cis Burke, were the ouly persons missing, who unfortu~
nately perished in the manneralready described, The
total number of men, womer, and children, landed
from the Hindostan was 238.

_ We were, Lhe next morning, visited by Mr. Edward
Geyner, an English merchant, of the town of Roses,
who offered bis services, and was employed in procuring
a supply of provisions, and other necessaries for the
ship’s company, who were removed (0 a large detached
Thouse, tothe eastward of the town, and put under qua-
rantine. On mustering the following day, April the 4(h, .
we found that John Colguhoun, and William Montgo»l

" mery, {wo supernumerary boys, were missing,

On the 5th, the articles of war were read, and
Joseph Birch, 8 supernumerary marine, received
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twenty-one lashes for drunkenness, and disobedience of
prders.

Having sent the twd yawls, with a lieutenant in euch
to look out in the bay for the remains of the ship, 1o
see whether any thing could be saved from the wreck,
and likewiie to bring the launch ahd jolly-boat to La
Escala, they returned at two P.M. bringing the jolly-
boat with them, but the Launch, being staved, was left
behind, That part of the mortaf-rafl, on which soine
of the crew had landed, wasfound about half 4 mile to
the nofthivard of the Jaunch, cut lo pieces, evidenily
by axes, and a great deal of it carried away. Néither
the wreck, ner any remains of the ship could be disco-
vered,

On the 7th the Wind blew (oo fresh to send the boats
out again. The upper part of the mortar raft was
found drifled ashore near La Escala, and bumed to
pieces,

On Sunday the 8th, letfers were sent off fo the Coms
marider in Chief Lord Nelson, and (hé Secrelary of the
Admiralty, in a vesse! hired for that purpose, al the re-
quest of Captain Le Gros, by Mr. Gayner, After mus-
tering the ship’s company, we performed divine service,
and refurned thanks to Almighty Ged for our late deli-
verance, '

At eleven o’clock, we sent the two yawls, with (he
first lievtenant and master, attended by a fishing boat,
the master of which promised to direct them to the
wreck of the ship; but at six P.M. they returned with-
oul having found it. The sarse evening, an English
frigate came to an anchor in the bay.

On the 9th, at day-break, again sent out the first Jicu-
tenant and master, with the two yawls, in quest of the'
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wreck, likewise directing the former to go along side of
the frigate in the bay, and inform her of our sitnation,
She proved to be his Majesty’s ship Juno. At nine, the
yawls discovered the wreck, nine fathoms and a half be-
low the surface of the water, and put a buoy on her,
At eleven, the boals relurned, and half an hour afier-
wards the pratique master came from Roses, and re-
leased the officers, passengers, and crew, from quaran-
tine. At noon, Captain Richardson of the Juno came
on shore at La Escala.

At day-break of the 10th, the officers, ship’s company,
and passengers were taken on board the Juno by the

two yawls and jolly-boat, assisted by the baats ef the
" Juno. At noon, Captain Le Gros went on board with
Caplain Richardson, leaving Lieutenant Tailous on shore
at La Escala, to ook after some of the men that were
missing.

On the I Hth, at eight A M. sent the second lieutenant
with the fwo yawls belonging to the Hiudostan, to en.
deavour to bring off the launch from the beach, but the
surf was too high for the boats to land, Al ten, Caplain
Le Gros wen! in one of the Juno’s boats to the wreck of
the Hindostan, accompanied by the masters of both
these vessels. At noon, Lieutenant Tailour came on
beard with some of the men, who were missing, and
reported that others had been taken up by the Spanish
government at Gerona.

On the 13th, all the ahsentees returned, excepling
James Key, able seaman, who had been missing since
the-10th, end the two boys, Colquhoun and Monigo~
mBry. : .
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COURT MARTIAL, FOR THE LOBS OF THE
HINDOSTAN,

At & Court Martial assembled and held on board his
Majesty's ship the Royal Soveteign, at Sea, on Thursday
the 19th of April, 1804,

Present,

Sir Richard Bnckerton, Bart. Rear-Admiral of the
‘White, and second officer in the command of his Ma-
jesty’s ships and vessels on the Mediterranean station~
President.

George Campbell, Esq. Rear-Admiral of the Blue.

George Muiray, Esq, first captain of his Majesty’s ship
Victory, 8¢,

Captain Sir R. S. Strachan, Bart.
R, G. Keats,
W. Hargood.
* $ir Robert Barlow, Knt,
Benjamin Hallowell.
F. Sotherton,
Pultney Malcolm.
Richard Hussey Moubray.
The Honourable Couriney Boyle.
Thomas Masterman Hardy.

The Court, in pursnance of an order from Vice-Ad-
miral the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Nelson, K. B.
Dake of Bronte, &c. and Commander in Chief of his
Majesty’s ships and vessels on the Mediterranean sta.
tion, dated the 18th instant, and addressed to the Presi-
dent, proceeded to the trial of Captain Le Gros, his
officers, and ship’s company, for the Joss of his Majesty’s
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late ship Hindostan, the said Iate ship having been totally

destroyed by fire on the 2d instant, in the bay of Roses;

and also to enquire into, and try the said Captain- Le

Gros, the officers and ship’s corspany, for their conduct
- after the loss of his Majesty’s late ship Hindostan.

The Court having thoroughly investigated all the cir- )
cumstances attending the loss of the late ship Hindostan,
and very minulely and deliberately weighed and consider-
ed the same, is of opinion, that it was occasioned by fre,
which originated among the stores.in the fore-hold, from
some unknown cause, near the place where some medi-

. cine chests wete stowed, which soon encrecsed to such
& degree as to baffic all the efforts used to extin-
guish it..

" That the conduct of Captain Le Gros and his off-
cers upon the.occasion was highly praiseworthy, and the
inferior officers snd ship's company appesr to have ex-
erted themselves to the utmost. The Court doth,
therefore, most fully acquit Captain Le Gros, his officers,

.and ship’s company, from any blame on account of -
the, loss of -his Majesty’s late ship, Hindostan, as well
. as for. their conduct after the unfortunate accident hap-
pened ; and the said Capt Le Gros, the officers apnd
ship’s company of his Majesty’s late ship Hindosian are
severally hereby most fully acquitted accordingly.
" Signed by the President and Members of the Court. .
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NARRATIVE OF THE
Adveniures, Sufferings and Deliverance

oF

EIGHT ENGLISH SEAMEN,

Left by Accident in Greznland, in the Year 1630,
it

The Salatation leaves England on the whale fishery—Arrives in
Greeslund—Eight of the men go on shere in tbe shallop—
They are left behind by the ship—Their voyage in quest of the
vessei—They resolve to winter in Bell Sound—Anecdote of
some convicts—Forlorp condition of oyt adventarers—They lay
in astock of proviviows—Conatryct a habitetion—Their gloomy
refiections——Lbeir provisions rus short—-Datkness of ‘the winter
w—They kill a bear—Are. visited by varicus kinds of lirds.--

. The ice hreaka-—Asrival of the feet from England.

AMONG the numerous voyages undertaken to the
* frozen regions of the North, and the hardships endured’
al various times by those who have visited them, either
for the purpose of discovery or commercial adventure,
we find few narratives more interesting than that cone~
tained in the following pages. It likewise affordsa use-
ful lesson, in shewing what human industry and fortie
tude are capable of effecting, even in the most desolate
region of the globe,

The Russia Company having, about the commence-
ment of the 17th century, directed their attention to the
Greenland whale fishery, sent out annually a fieet of
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small vessels to the coast of that inhospitable country,
On the tst of May, 1630, (says Edward Pelham, the
narrater of the subsequent incidents) we Willians Fuke-
ly, as gunner; Edward Pelham, gunner’s male; John
Wise and Robert Goodlellow, seamen; Thonias
Ayers, whale-cutier; Henry Betls, cooper; Richard
Kelleit, and Juhn Dawes, landmen, sailed in a ship
called the Salutation from the porl of Londen, and
having a fair wind we soon lefi behind us the fertile
shores of England; and safely arrived at o.ur destined
port in Greenland, on the 11th of June following.
Having moored our ship, and carried our casks cn
shore, we, with all expedition, fell 1o work, to equip
our shallops with every thing necessary for our intended
voyage.

We werein company three ships, all of which were
under the direction of Captain William Goodler, who
ordered us to stay at the Foreland till the )5th of July,
He had resolved, in case we could not by that time
wmneet with success; in ﬁs]\ing, to send one ship to the
eastward, to a plate about 80 leagues distant, which, at
the latter end of the year is much frequented by whales,
A second of the three ships was designed lor Greene
Harbour, about 15 leagues (o the southward, and was
appointed fo stay at the Foreland till the 26th of An-
gust. The Captain, however, having gone in the third
sgssel (o Bell Sound, dispatched a shallop, with orders
fur us to join him there. Accordingly, on the 8th of
August, we directed ou? course lo the southward, toe
wards Green~Harbour, there to take on beasd 20 of our
men, 'who had been sent into the smaller vessel to assis
in navigating her.

voL, 111 ’ c
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The wind being conlrary, we were obliged to lie to.
On the 15th, the weather was calm and clear; the ship
beinga few leagues from Black Point, and about five

from a piace called the Maiden's Paps, which abounds
in venison, the master sent eight of us in a shallop 1o
hunt and kill deer for the ship’s provision. We left the
ship, and taking with us a musket, twu lances, a linder~
box, and a brace of dogs, we direcied our course to-
wards the shore, where we arrived in four hours, The
weather was at lhat time fair, clear, and in every respeot
favourable for our intention. We that day killed fourteen
deer, and being wearywith rowing and hunting, wemade
= repast on such provisions as we had brought with us,
resolving to repose for that night, and to reternon board
the next day.

In the mean time, however, the weather grew thick,
{be wind shifted to the south and drove a great quantity
of ice between (he shore and the ship, which to avoid
the danger to which she was exposed, was chliged Io
put off 1o sea, 5o that we lost sight of her. Unceriain as
to her fate, and the weather growing still thicker, we
thought it our best course to hunt along the shore and
10 make the best of our way to Green Harbour, and
go on board the other vessel till our own should come
into the port. - _

Coasling thus along, we killed eight more deer, which
we took un board, and on the 16th arrived at Green
Harbour, where, to our great surprize we found that the
ship was gone. We were utterly at & loss how Lo ac-
count for her departure, as we knew Lhal she had not
sufficient provisions on board, 1o last till she reachwd
home.

.
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- Being disappointed in this expectation, and it being
wilhin three days of the time fixed for the departure of
the vessels from the coast, we resolved to proceed with
all possible expedition to Bell Sound to Capt, Goodler,
In order to make the better way we heaved all our veni-
son overboard,  Bell Sound is situated about 16 leagues
to the southward of Green Harbour, By the first night
we had proceeded about hulfway to a point of land
called Low Ness ; where so thick a fog came on that
we were obliged to lie-to between two rocks. from the
17th at night till noon the following day. The weather
clearing a little we then prosecuted our voyage, but
having no compass and none of the company being pilot
sulficient Lo know the land, we overshot Bell Point
al least ten leagues o the southward towards Hormn
Sound,

Some of us, mean-while concelved that it was impossis
ble to be s0 long in proceeding eight leagues, and in this
opinion we were confirmed by observing that the land
trended away lowards the east.  We, therefore, con~
irary to the judgment of our gunner William Fakely, who
had been in the country five or six times before, altered
our course and steered again to the nonhward, We
had now actually approached within two miles of Bell
Point when Fakely, locking aboul, declared that we
were on a wroug course. Most of our company being
petsuaded by the "positive manuer in which he spoke,
we turned the boal’s head asecond time 1o the westward,
which was the cause of all the subsequent misery and
hardships we endured.

Thus on the 201h of August we were a second time
ranning as far 10 the southward as before, but as there
was no likelihood of discovering the place we wete in

c 2
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guest of, we turned the shallop again {o the northward,
“elv <t persisted in his former opinion, in which we
i longer placed any confidence, and he refused to steer
. ite bt any Iunger. The weather continued fair
ad e east wind springing up, we took advantage of
‘L nd <et sail, The wind inereasing, carried our shallop
“oug with great velocity so that on the 21sl we arrived
at Bell Peiot; when the wind shifted and blew right out
ol the Sound, at E.XN E. with such fury that we were
cbliged to 1ake in our sail, and by the help of our oarg
upproached within iwo miles of the shore.
We found that this was the place we had so ong been
secking, nor conld Fakely himself forbear to acknow-
ledge his error.  We immediately sought a barbour for
our shallep, and haviog breught her inte it, two of our
men were dispatched by land, 10 the tent at Bell Sound,
which was ten miles distant from our shallop to see whe.
ther the ships were still there.  Of this, however, we
had little hope, asthe period fixed for their departure was
past, and the wind had been favourable for patting 1o
se1, The men, upon their arrival, finding that the
ships had left the road, returned to us with the melan.
choly tidings.  As it was posdble thal the vessels might
‘be at Bottle Cove, 1hree lengues distant on the other
side of the sound, we resolved to proceed thither. We
arrived at that place an the22d, but finding no ships, we
“bad little hopes of deliverance from the danger in which
we were invalved. If we had resolved to foow them, _
we had neither pilot nor compass 1o direct us, and shou'd
be exposed to the most imminent danger of perishing by
the drifting ice; and if we concluded to Stay at Bell
Sound, we sliould have no other prospect but that of a
wmiserable and lingering death, as we were totally un-
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provided with the means of passing the winler in such
&n inclement climate.

Nor were our apprebensions without foundation,
We knew thal neither christian nor heathen had eves
before inhabiled this desolale region: we knew that
though the merchants had offered greal rewards lo any
nersons who would venlure to winter on this coast, be-
sides providing them wilh every thing necessary for such
an undertaking, yelthey never eould find any so bold
83 lo expose their lives in such a hazardoys experiment.
We had likewise heard that the Russia company had
once procured the reprieve of some criminals convicted
of capital crimes, 10 whom they promised not only par«
dorr for their offences, but likewise considerable gratui~
ties, and engaged 1o furnish them wilh clothes, provi.
sions, aud every thing needful for their preservation, if
they would undertake to remain one whole year i
Greenfand.  These poor wrelches, 1o escape immediate
execulion at home, accepted the proposal.  Upon their
arcival, however, the aspect of desolation which 1his
dreary region exhibited, struck them wilh such horror,
that they resolved rather toreturn to England and to ex.
piate with their lives the crimes they had commilted,
than remain there though with the assured hope of
pardon. The Captain who carried them out, beiug a
humane man, would not compel them Lo stay contrary to
their inclinations, but carried them back 1o England,
where through Lhe ialercession of the Russm Company.
‘they escaped that death to. which they B9%d been .COfm
demned.

To men in our siluation these recollections were
mot calculated to afford much encouragement; and.
soother circumstance, more lerrible than the formep

<3
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greatly augmented our apprehiensions.  This was
the lamentahle fate of nine men who had been aban«
doved in the same plice, and by 'the same master by
whom we had been lelt behind. These unfertunate
creatures had died misersbly, and their carcases had
been found mangled by the savage bears and hungry
foxes, which are not only ihe most civil but likewise Lhe
only inhabitants of this comfortless country. . Their la-
mentable end was indeed sufficient to have daunted the
spirils of the most resolute and enterprizing.

Our fearsdid not proceed entirely from the dreadful ex-
ample and miscarriage of others; but the consideralion of
our want of every Lhing necessary to sustain the life of
man struck us to the heart.  'We were not only unprovi-
Jded with clothes and food, bt utierly destitute of a habi-
tglion capable of sheltering ns from the chiiling cold..
Afierspending some time in silent anguish, knowing that
delay could onlybe preductive of new dangers, we roused
our benumbed facullies, and began Lo consider of the most
probable method of preserving ourselves in that place,
as all hopes of returning to England, that season, had
vamished. It was unanimously agreed o take the ops
portunity of the uext fair weathet and to proceed to
Green Harbour, 1o hunt and kill venison for part of our
winter pravision.

Accordingly on the 2ith of August,the wind and
weather being both fair, we set off for Green Harbour,
where we arriged in twelve hours. Having landed, the
first thing we did was to construct a tent with the sail of
our shaliap, which we extended ppan cur cars.  Under
this shelter we resolved to rest thatnight, and the next
day to return to our bunting. The weather, proving
fair and clear, we made our sleep the shorter, and
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equipping our shallop, proceeded to Coles Park, a place
about two lesgues distant, which Ayrés assured us,
abounded with venison, Wedid not find so many deer
as was expected from lis report, but killed seven that
day, and four bears, whose flesh we likewise intended
to lay up for provision, :

The weather heginning fo be overcast, and not likely
to continue favourable for bumting, we returned the
same night to Green Harbour; where we made a tent
as befare, and betook ourselves to rest. The next morn-
ing we prepared to go a hunting with our two dogy,
leaving Fakeley and Dawes in the tent to provide some
refreshment against our return,

On our departure from the tent, we rowed towards
Coles Park. In the way, on the side of a hill by the
sea side we discovered seven deer feeding, on which we
landed, and with the help of our dogs killed six of them.
The weather being then again overcast, we thought it of
litte purpose to go any farther at that tlime, but resolved
Lo hunt along the side of the hill, and at night returned
to ourtent. As we proceeded, we killed six more deer,
when it began to blow and rain and to be very dark;
zpon which we hastened towards the tent, witha view
to rest for that night, and the next day to renew our
hunting.  This design being prevented by the unfavour-
able weather, we got the bears and venison we had
killed on board our shallop, and finding anether, lefl bes
liind by some ship, we loaded that with the graves of
whales, boiled the same year, which we found in great
quantities strewed on the ground. Dividing ourselves
into two equal companies, William Fakely and two land.
men took charge of one shallop, and myself, with the’
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same number of companions went on board the other 3
intending with the next fair weather to retumn to Bell
Sound, where we designed fo winter. Every thing was
ready for our departure when we were overtaken by
such darkness that we were obliged to contlinue there
thal nighl, and the next day, being Sunday, we resolved
1o rest, in order to observe,it with the greater res
spect. N

At day-break, on Monday morning, we set off, the
weather being at first fair and clear; but afler rowing
four hours, the sky began to be overcayl, and the wind
blew so hard that we could not possibly reach Bell Sauad.
‘The next morning we made Bottle Cove, where we were
obliged 1o remsin the following night, as the viclence
of the wind prevented us from proceeding farther,
Having [aslened the head of one of the shallops to the
stern of the other wiih a rope, we cast anchor and went.
on shore, leaving them riding in the Cove, Inthe mean.
time the wind increasing, blew with great violence into.
the Cove, and caused the sea to run so high, that oux
ancher came home, and our shallops were dashed against
the shore and sunk, together with all our providon,
Some of if, having been washed out of the boats by the
waves, we found swimming up and down the shore. [t
may be conceived how we felt upon coming cut of our
tent fo see the best part of our provision, the only hope
of our lives, which we had taken such pains,. and run.

such risks 1o procure, in danger. of being utterly lost, or-

at least spoiled with the sea-water, In this dilemma we
saw no other way of saving the remaindet of our store,
ready to be washed away by the billows, than torun inlo.
the sea, and thus get to our shallops, which we drew
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on shore by means of ‘a hawser, and then ranged along
the cosst, secking and taking up such of gur provisiun
es hiad been washed out of 1he boats,

On the 34 of September, the wealher proving favour-
able, we launched our shallepsand that day reached Beil
Sound, where our fivsl business was lo secure our pro-
vistong. We then took B particular survey of the place,
and especiaily of the great tent, as being the place of
our intended habilalion the ensuing winter. The great

_tent, aswe called it, wasa kind of house built in a very
substantial manner of timber and covered with Flemish
tilesg it was aboul eighty feet in length and twenly in
breadih, and bad been erected for the coopers o work
and ledge in, during the time they were muking casks
fur barreiling up the train 0il.  The weather soon afier-
wards grew very cold, and the frost became 10 severe,
that we durst not venlure opon another voysge lo Green
Harhour, fearing fest the Sound should freeze, and we
should be prevented from returning to our tent; for we
knew it would be in vain to make the aitempt by land,
the country being so extremely mountainous. .

In order to secure ourselves the better from the cold,
we resolved wilh all possible expedition 10 build a
smaller houce within the large one. We, there.
fore, began with taking down a small building near
the other, in which the men lodged while they made
the oil.  We 1ook away the materials, which furnished
u¢ with one hundred and Afty deal boards, besides
posts and stancheons or rafters, and from three chimneys
of the furnaces for boiling eil we brooght a thousand
bricks, We hkwise found three bogsheads of very fino
lime, and fetched another from Boitle Cove ; mingling
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this lime with the sand of the sea-shore, we made very
excellent mortar. We immediately fell to work, but
the cold was so intense, that we were obliged Lo make
twa large fires to keep our mortar from freezing, Wil
lian Fakely and myself undertaking the masonry part,
we began 10 raise a wall of one brick thickness against

“the inner planks of the side of the tent. While we
were laying the bricks the rest of the company were
otherwise employed, some in taking them down,
others in making them clean and bringing them in
ba-kets to the tent, some in making mortar, and cutting
boards to build the other side, and some in curing our
venison.

Having built the two outermost sides of the tent with
bricks and mortar, and the former being nearly all used,
we were obliged to construct the other two sides in the
following manner, We first nailed our deal boards on
ane side of the post or stancheon, to the thickness of a
foot, and on the other side in like manoer; then filling
up the vacant space with sand, it became so tight that
not a breath of air conld penetrate. The vent of the
chimney was jnto the greater tent, being the breadth of
one deal board, and about four feet long. The Jenglh ™
of this tent was about twenly feet ; the breadth sixteen,
and the height ten ; our ceiling being deal boards five
or six limes double, the micdie of each plack being laid
overthe joining of the twe undernealh, so that ne wind
could possibly gel between. As for-our door, besides
making it as close as it would possibly shut, we lined it
with a bed which we found there, and which prevenled
the entrance of the air whether it was open or shut. We
made no windows; sb thal we received light by the vent
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of our chimpey through the greater tent, by removing
two or three tiles from the roof, Our next work was to
set up four cabiny, where we lay two and two on the
deer-skins dried, which we found to be extremely warm
and cerfortable. Fuel was the next chject of our ats
tention. We examined all the shallops that had been
lefi ashore by the ships, and found seven so very
crazy as not {o be serviceable for the next year, These
we made bold with, broke up, and carried info our
house, stowing them over the beams in the manner
of a floor; intending also o stow the rest of ocor
firing over them so as to make 1he cuter tent warmer,
_and to keep the snow from drifting into it through the
tiles.

The weather having now grown cold and the days
short (or rather no days at all), we began to stave some
empty casks that were left the year before, to the quan-
tity of one huodred ton at least. We also made use of
some planks, and of two old coolers, for cooling oil, and
whatever we thought might be spared wilhout detriment
to the next year’s voyage. We thus collected all the
firing we possibly could, excepting the shallops and
coolers, the destruction of which might have overthrown
the nex{ year’s voyage to Lhe great injury of the cém-
pany, whose advantage, we, bring their servants, in-
variably consuited, Considering the lenglh of time
we were likely 1o remain i this dreary sitvation, we
felt the necessity of husbanding our stock as much as
possible, and this we discovered the following method of
effecting, When we raked up our fire al night with a
good quantily of ashes and embers, we put into the midst
of it a piece of elm-wouod anrd afler lying sixteen hours,
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we found, upon bresking it up, that it wasall on fire}
this method we continued and our fire pever went ot
i eight months or thereabout.

Being now provided with a habitation and fueI on
the 12th of September a smalt quantity of drift<ice ap-
peared in the sound. On a picce of this ice we discos
vered 1wo sea-horses asleep ; upon which launching one
of the boals we hastened to attack them. Weat length
came so near that the shatlop even louched one, when
Fakely struck a harpoon into the old one, which we soon
dispatched with our lances. The younger, being'loth
to leave her dam, continued to swim about our boat til],
with our lances, we killed her likewise, We then
hsuled them into the boat, rowed ashore, flayed our
sea-horses and cut them in pieces. Oun the 19th, we
killed another in the same mannet.

‘The night now incrensed s¢ much, and the cold bee
came s¢ intense, fhal we lost all hope of obtalning uny
more provision before the spring, as we could now and
then only expect o kill a bear that might chonce 1o
stragple near us.  Having, Lherefore, taken a more ac-
curate survey of out steck of provisions, which we
found much loo small for our time and company, we
agreed to come to an allowsnce, to stint aurselves
fo one reasonable meal a dav, and on Wednas-
days and Fridays to allow ourselves only the fritters
or graves of the whale, which was a very lnath-
some food; and at this diet we continued about thrag
monihs, ‘ :

Our clothes and shoes were, by tlis lime, worn lo
pieces, and i was necessary to invent some ‘method
of tepaiting them. We therefore contrived to make

3
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Wread of rope-};am and needles of whalebones.
The nights began to be very long, and by the 10th of
October the cold was so violent, timi the sea was frozen
over. Being now prevented from pursming our usual
" occupalions, and having nolhing upos which 1o exer-
cise our minds, our imaginations begam {0 be harassed
with a thousard distressing ideas. Wedad now more tham
sufficient leisure to hewail our miserable condition ; to
reflect on our scparatios from our wives and children,
~and toimagine how afflicting tke thoughis of cur fawe
mast be to them, and to ocur parents. At other times we
<heered vurselves with the consolation, which our friends
might derive from the hope that it would please God
to preserve us Lill the (ollowing yesr. Semclimes we
varied our griefs, now compleining of {he craelty of the
master of wur wessel, whe lefl us inthese distressesg’
and then, not only excusing, but lamenting both him
- and his company, fearing -they hdd been overtaken by
the ice, and 1hus wiserably perished. S
Tormented i mind with doubis, fears, and griefs,
and in bady with hunger, cold, and want; the hi-
deous monster, despair, now began to present himself
in his ugliest form, snd endeaveured o seize us as his
prey. Reflecting, however, that we ought net to ree
sign ourselves oo ruch t griefs, we redoubled our
prayers io the Almighty fo slcength and patience in
these our miseries ; and by his asistance we banished
those desponding thoughts; and cheered ocurselves
up again o use the best means for our preservae
tion.
We again imspected our provisions, "and ﬁaa-rmg

lest our fuel should il us, we thought it best to
VorL. 11, »
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ronst’ Malf a deer everyday, and stow #t:in hogsheads,
‘leaving as much raw as would sérve us te Yoast every
Sunday » qusrter, and o for Christmas day and other
such like oecasions.

Wa fdund that ‘all our whale fritlers were almust
" spoiled by the wet they bad taken, and had gmwh
mouldy by lying so close togettrer. -

To our mortification we likewise discovered that we
_had not a’ sufficient quaniity of bear and weniaon, th
allow ocurselves ﬁye nieals a week, upon which-we
abridged gur giomachs of anather meal; 3o that for thiee
months afterwards, . we fed four days in the week on the
unsavory and mouldy fritters, and feasted the olber thrce
on bear and venison, ’

But as if it was not enmdugh for ns to want m-c:(t
we now begin to want light alo ; all oiir meals were
suppers 3 even the glorious sun as if unwilling to bes
¥old our miseries, concealing his face undér the sable
veil of the darkest might.

From the 1¢ih of October tAl the 34 ﬁf'Fehnmry,
we never saw Lhe sun, nor did he, during that time,
®ver apprar above be horizon; the moon, however,
when nat obscured by clowds, shomre, both day and
night, a9 bright as in England:  The sky, it “is ‘trve,
was frequently mdch overcast all the winter time, so
that. we could not ree the moon so welf a? all times, ror
discern in what point of the compass she wac. We
had indeed & kind of day-light which glimmered npon -
s about eight hours a day, [ mean in October, for from
that time Gl the first of December, even that light was
shortened ten or twelve minutes a day. From the 14t to
the 20ih of December there appeared no light atall, |

3 .
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but that whele period was one continusd night. All we
could perceive Wwas, that Row: and then in clear weather
a glare of white, like the dawn of day appeared towards
the south, but not any light.  This continued il the 14t
of January, by which time we could perceive that the
day incressed a littde.

. Ducigg this period of darkness we could net tell, with
certainty when it was day, or when night, excepting
by the observation which § keptin the fullowing wanner.

. First bearing in mind the sumber of the epact, I made
my addition by a day sepposed, though not absolulely to
be known on accouwny of the darkness i by Lhia 1 judged
the age of (he moon, and kept such an account of the

- time; thatavhen the ships arrived, 1 could tell our couns

- trymen the day of the month as exsctly as thoy could

- el we,

. Atbe beprmung of ﬁm dark and irksome seuson, we

: so;ghl some meaas of preserving a light, Finding &

- piece of sheet-lead over whe seam of one of the coolery,

we ripped it off and made three lampe of it ; these we
supplied with oil that we found in the conper’s lent, and
making wicks of rope-yarn, we kept them continually

burning, which was a greal comfort-10 us in out exlre-

' -lllyu .

Thus, thoegh we neglectad nothing that could cone

" tribute to our.preservation, yet we could nol secure cur-

selves from that depression of spirits, which the reflecs
tion on our wretched coadition naturally produced, In
the painful feeling of our misery we sometimes indulged
4n reproaciies against those who had involved us in such
distress; bul.at others we considered it a5 a pinishment
dor our former wicked lives, and humbling ourselves be-
fore the wighty hand of God, we <casl ourseives dowa
D2
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ia prayer two or three times 2 day, and (his practice we’
continued during the whole time of our misery,

The new year now commenced, and as the days
lengthened the cold increased. At length it became so:
intense, that it raised blisters on our fiesh, @s if we had.
been barned; and if we touched iron, it wounld stick:
to our fingers like bird-lime, Sometimes if we only
went out to feteh alittle water, the cold would seige us
in guch a manner, that it made us as sore as if we had
been cruelly beaten. During the early part of the winler,
we found water under the ice that lay upon the beach,
This water .issued from a cliff of ice, and ran inlo a’

. hollow in the beach, whereil was covered with a thick
ice; thia we daily broke al a certain place with pick-
sxes, and took as much water as we wanted for drink-
ing. This continued (il the 104 of January, when-we
were obliged to make shift with snow water. We
melted the snow by putting hot irons into it, and thin
was our drink till the 20th of May.

By the end of January the days had encreased to seven -
or eight Hiours. Aboul this time we took another survey of
our provisions which we found to ruri so short that they
could not be made to Jast abeve six weeks longer, We
were again filled with apprehensions of famine ; bul im
this, as in our other-exiremities, ourrecourse wasto Al-
wighty God, who we know could help us, even though
wesaw no room for hope..

In this manner we speni our time il the 3d of Fe:
bruary, which though a fair, clear dey, proved intensely
culd, It was near noon when ail the tlouds being dis-
persed, Aurora, with her golden face, once more smiled
eponus, and the glorious sun with his glittering beams
began to gild the highest tops of the lofty mouns

rF v
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tains. The brightness of the sun and the whitenesss of
the snow afforded the most cheering and animating spece
tacle. But to add (o our joy, we observed a she-bear
with her cub approaching our habitation; on which,
seizing our lances we sallied forth to meet them. The
old one soon discovered and bastened towards us; but
with our lances we gave her such a reception, that she
fell down and tumbled about on the ground, biting the
snow for rage.  The cub ran away and escaped. The
weather was so cold that we could stay oot no Tenger;
retiring, therefore, 1o our tent we first warmed our-
selves snd then returned to secure our prize, Having
" fayed her, we cut her in pieces of about a slone weight,
ene of which served us for our dinner ; and upon this
- bear we lived three weeks, She was very good eating,
and even better than our venison ; but upon ealing her
liver our skins peeled off. It is very remarkable, that I
was sick before eating of ‘the liver, and recovered my
health unou it, though, like the rest, 1lostmy skin.
This supply being exhausted, it was absolutely neces«
wry (o seek some other provision, or to begin upon ous
roasted venison in the cask, which we were very unwil .
ling to do, lest it should be consumed before the feet ar-
rived from England. These fears, however, soon va-
nished, for our habitation now began to be visited by
great numbers of bears. We counted, at different’
times, at least forty ; of which we killed seven ; one
on the 2d of March, another on the 41h, and on the 10th
'one of extraordinary size, being not less than six feet
high. These we flayed and roasted on wooden spits,
baving no other kitchen furniture excepting a frying-pan
which we found in the tent. They were as good, savory
meal as any beef couid be. Having now a wlerable
»3 )
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slock of provisions, we increased our allowance, eating
frequently two or three meals a day, which gave usnew
strength and spirits,

The days had now lengthened considerably, and se.
veral kinds of birds, which during the winter had avoided
those pasts, began to resort thither for the parpose of
breeding. On the arrival of these birds, the foxes,
which all the winter remain in their burrews under the
rocks, made their appeatance in search of prey. For
these animals we set three traps, haiting them with the
skins of the birds which we found on the snow ; for the
Tegs of this fowl, which is about the size of a duck are
Pplaced so near the rump, that when it once alights upon
the land, it is seldom or ever able to rise again. Inthis
manner we caught £fty foxes, all of which we roasted
and found very good cating.  'We then took a bear’s skin
and laying the flesh side upwards, we made springs of
whale-bone, it which we canghtabout sinty of the above-
mentioned birds.

Cuthe 16thof March one of our two mastiff dogs
Tefl our tent in the morning, but from that day he nevey
returned to us, so that we are ignorant of what became
of him,

By the Ist of May the weather having grown warm, we
were able 1o go abroad in quest of more provision, We,
ther fur: went out every day but mef wiih nothing til}
the 24th, when, discovering a buck we thoughtto have
hunted him down withour dog, but he had become so
fat and lazy that he would not pursue the deer.  Seek.
ing farther, we found abundance of willeck’s eggs, {a
bird about the size of a duck) but thére being only two
of us, we voukd not carry homie above thirty. The next
day we intended to have 1eturned for wsore, but it
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proved so cold, with an easterly wind, that we conld
noti stir out of the tent,

Staying at home, therefore, on the 25th; we that
day omitted our ordinary practice in fair weather of
going every day, or every second day to the top of a
mountain, 1o see whether the main ice in the Sonnd was
broken.. This had-not been the case till ihe preceding
day, when a violent wind coming from the sea broke the
ice, and then shifting to the east, carried it out lo sea,
and cleared the Sound a great way. The ice, however,
still lined-the shore, to the distance of at Jeast three miles
from our tent,

QO the 25th of May, being all at home, two Hull
ships entered ihe Sound. The master, . knowing that
some men had been left behind the year before, and
wishing 1o learn whether we were alive or dead, sent
off a shallop, ordering the men to row as far up the
Sound as possible, and then proceed by land to the tent,
Upon their errival, they found the shallop, which we
had hauled from the tent to the water, with the inten.
tion of seeking some sea-horses-the first fair weather;
and equipped with every thing necessary for the expe-
ditien. Though they doubted the possibibility of our -
sarviving, yet this sight gave them some room for hope.
Taking our lances out of the boat they advanced towards
our habitation. '

We heard nnthing of them, being all assembled in
the inner tent dnd about to go to prayers, excepting
Thomas Ayers, who was still in the greater tent. The
Hull men, on coming up, hailed with the vsual seaman’s
cry, * Hey!” which hie answered,  This threw them
inlo the greatest amazement ; and we within now hear-
ing them, ran out of the tent, all black as we were with
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smoke, and our clothes torn to rags with wearing so
long, Our untouth appearance increased their surprise ;
but pegeeiving that we were the very men leR there all
the year, they joyfully embraced us, and accompanied
usinio the tent, where we se1 befure them the best fare
we had, being venison, roasted four months before, and
s cup of cold waler, which for novelty’s sake lhe)r kindly
accepied.

Having satisfied the numerous enguiries we had (o
make, as well as they were able, we agreed to go with
them on hoard the ship, where we were welcomed in
the heartiest and kindest English manner. Here we re-
mained til the arrival of the London fleel, which we
were told would arrive the next day ; but it was three
days before they came, which seemed inexpressibly
tedious, so desirous were we of hearing from our friends,
our wivesand children.

On the 25th of May, o our greal joy, the Lopdon
fleel arrived in the port. We immediately went on
board Captain Goodler’s ship, where that gentleman re-
ceived us in (he kindest manner, giving orders that we
should bave amy thing in the ship that might do us
good, and renew our strength ; at the same Lime furnish-
ing us with clothes at his own expence.

After a forinight’s rest and refreshment we sll per-
fectly recovered our health and strengih, upon which,
the captain sent Fakely, Wise, Ayers, and Goodfellow,
sccording to their desire, to Lhe ship to which we had bes
longed. There they expected to beas kindly welcomed
as the lost prodige), after enduring such hardships, partly
through the master’s means, but they bad no sevner en-
tered the ship than he cailed them runaways, and used
gther harsh and unbecoming expressions. Formy past, I
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remained with Captain Goodler, at Bottle Cove, accord-
ing to my desite; and both myself and the rest who
staid with him experienced the kindest treatment.

We were now contented to remain in this inhospi-
table region till the 20th of August, when we embarked
with joyful hearts for our native land, and though some-
times cressed with contrary winds, yet we at Jength
came safely fo an anchor in the River Thames ; and thus,
by the blessing of God, all eight of us reached home
safe and sound. For our most merciful preservation, and
wonderful deliverance all honer, praise and glory be
unto the great God, the sole asthor of it.
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SHIPWRECR OF THE SPARRONW. HAWK,

A DUTCH EAST INDIAMAN,

On e Coast of the I:.land of Quelpsert, in thc Sea of Corca, the Fifteenth of
. September, 1653,

‘-I‘her'Spa?roml.'z'awk leaves Hlulland.~Arrives jn India---Violens
storm—The vessel is wrecked-—~Part of the crew save themselves
on an island-=-Are made prisoners by the natives—Meet with
one of their conutes men--Attempt to escape—They Rre yes
maved ta the Continent, to the capital of Corea=Serere treat-
meut in conseqnence of the imprudence of two of their number
~Ti;ey are renioved fo a distant provinge, . Their separstion. .
After & sluvery of twolre sc.:.ra Jeight of thew elcnpo to
Japea. : O

. e

Tue fullowing interesting details of the loss of the

Sparrow-hawk, and the emraord;nary captmly of the.

crew, are given by the pursér, Henry Hamel, in un ace

count which he published immediately after his return
toHolland, The anthenticity of the facts related by
him cannot reasonably be doubted, because lhey cor-
respond with the dectarations of the seven Dutchmen,
who returned with him, and likewise agree with what ~
we find in Palafox, and other historians, relative 1o the
invasion of China by the Tartars, '

On the toth of January, 1653, the ship Sparrows
hawk, with a crew of 64 men, laden on account of

the Dutch East-India Company, salled from the Texel.
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ender the tommand of Captain. Eyberia, of ‘Amstet
dam, After encountering several storms and otheér acs.
cidents on the voyage, she arrwed on the 13t of .Iune
{n the road of Batavia.

On the 14th &f the same month, harm-' {aken ih
prowswm they, b) order f the gﬂuemor-gen.erai set
sail for Tay-wan in the island of Formosa, where they
came to an anchor on the 16th of July. . The ship had
on board Cornelius Lessen, who was going {o assume
the Government of that place and island instead of N7
cholas Verhuge. On the 30th an order of cooncH
obliged them to depart for Japan. In the evening of
the ensuing day, as the? left the Channel of Formesa,
‘they were svertaken by a sorms which c!)nhtwed mth
frereased violence all might,

* In the morning of the Ist of August they were very
near & small idand, where they cast anchor with great
difficully, because in almost every part of the sea, no
bottom ean be (ound. When the fog dispersed, they
were surprized to find themrselves so near the coast of
China, that they could eanily distinguish on the shore
srmed men, who appeared s be waiting in order td
rmake prize of the wreck of the ship; but theugh
the storm continwed -to increase, they passed af that

"pight and the next day in the same place within
dight of the people who were watching them, On the
thlrd they found that the tempest had - driven them
twenty desgues out of their course; and that they were
still in sight of Formowa, They passed between that
island and the continent. The weather was very cold.
They had the mortification of being detained in that
channel till the 110 of the same nwonth, by a saccession
of contraty winds and calms. At fength, a south-cast



36 BHIRWRECKE OF THE SPARROW-WAWK,

wind, which blew a Fresh lempest with violent rain,
obliged them to stand to N.E, and o N\E. 2 N. The
weather became still more lempestuous during the three
following days, and the wind shified so often, that they
were conlinually employed in setting and taking in the
ails,

In this situation the continual rolling of the sea had
greatly injured the ship, and the rain, which had never
ceased, preveniing them from making observations;
they were obliged to strike all their sails, and o resign
" themselves to the impulsc of the winds and waves, On
the 15th, the ship made so much water that she became
wnmanageable, The following night the shallpp, and
the greatest part of the gallery were carried away by the
fary of the waves, which shattered her bowspril, and
damaged the head of the ship. The squalls were so
violent, and kllowed so close upon each oilher, that it
was impossible ta repair these injuries, Al length, a cea
which broke on board, had well nigh swept away all the
seamen that were upon deck, and filled the vessel in
such a manner, that the captain ordered Lthe mast to be
cat away, teliing the men, at the same time, Lo implore
the assistance of heaven, as one or two niore such
seas would infallibly whelm the ship into destroc.

‘They were reduced to this extremity, when, in the
second watch, the man looking out at the head of the
-ship cried, * Land! Land!™ declaring that they were
within a musket-shot of the shore. The rain and ex-
cessive darkness had prevenled him from seeing it sooner.
It was impossible (o cume to an anchor, because they
could éind wo bottom, and while lhey were in vain en-
deavouring 1o effect this, such a prodigious sea broke



SHIPWRECK OF 'I“IIE ITARROW-HAWEK, JT

ever the chip, that all those who wera in the hold, were:
drowned before they could make their escape. - Some:
of those who were on deck leaped overboard, and:
others were carried away by the waves ; fifteen reached-
the shore together, most of them naked and dreadfully:
bruised. They at first supposed that all the rest had
perished, but having climbed the rocks, they heard 1he
woices of several who were utlering doleful cries. The
next morning, by shouling and seeking along the shore,
they picked up several who were dispersed on the sands.
Qut of 64 they found that 36 had escaped, most of whom
were dangerously wonnded,

On surveying the fragments of the wreck, they dw
covered one of their campanions caught between two.
planks, which had jammed him in such a manner, that-
b lived only three hours afler he was disengaged. Of.
all those who had the misfortune to perish, they found
only Captain Eybertz, extended on ibe sand, ten or
‘twelve fathoms from the water, with his head resting on
his armn They intetred i, Out of all their provi-”
sions, the sea had cast on shore only a sack of flour, a
cask of salt meal, a small quantity of bacon, and a.bar..
rel of red wine. They had no small embarrassment how
to make a fire; for supposing themselves in a-desart.
island, they had no other resource than their own indus-:
try. The wind and rain having abatex! towards eévening, .
they coliected sufficient wood. 1o form a covering with»
the sails, which they bad been able o save from !he
wreck, : :

On the 17th they were .deplormg their suuai:on,
sometimes lamenting thatnat a single buman creature

.made his appearance, and sometirces. flattering them-:
selves that they were ot far from Japan;, jwhen they:

You. ni, 3
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discovered, within cannon shoi, a man, whom they
called by making different signs, but who betook him-
self to flight as soon as he perceived them. Intheafter~ .
noon they saw three others, one of whom was armed
wilh a musket, and the two others with arrews, These
strangers approached within gun-shel, but observing
that the Dutchadvanced towards them, they turned back,
motwithstanding the unfortunate seamen endeavored, by
signs, 1o make them understand that they wanted uolhmg '
but fire.

Some of the Dutch having, at length, found means to
come up with them, had no difficulty 1o persuade him,
who had (he musket, to give it them, and, withits
assistance, they soou kindled a fire. These three men
were dressed in the Chinese fashion, excepling their
caps, which were made of horse-hair, and ihe Dutch
were apprehensive, Jest they might be savage Chinese,
or pirates of that nation, Towards evening about one.
hundred armed men, dressed like the others, made their
appearance ; and afier counting the unfortunate seamen,
they kept them in close confinement during the whole
night,

At noon, the next day, about 2000 men, both horse
and foot drew up before their tent or hut, in ordes of
battle. The purser, the iwo pilots, and a cabin-boy,
wilhaut hesitation went out to them. They were con-
ducted -ta the commandant, who ordered a thick iron
chain with a small bellta. be pat round their necks, and
¢hen obliged them to prostrate themselves before him.
‘Those who had remained in the hut were ireated in the
same manner, while the islanders testified their applause

- by loud shouts.  After making them remain for some

time prostrate on their faces, they were commanded, by
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signs, lo kneel.  Several guestions were asked which
they comld not understend, nor were they more success-
ful in explaining to the islamders that they were bound to
Japan. The commandant, at length, despairing of
understanding them, ordered a cup of arrack lo be
brought, which ‘wuas presented to them in turn, and
sent them back to their tent.  He enguired what provi-
sions they had feft, and soon afier a quantity of rice
boiled in water was brought them. But as it wus
supposed that they were perishing of hunger, the
strangers, at firt, gave them a small portion, fear
ing test ealing to excess might prove pernicious to
them,

In the afterncon the Dutch were surprized to see
several of these barbarians coming with cords in tbeir
%ands, which they concluded were for the puspose of
strangling them.  But their fears were soon dispelled,
when they observed them run toweards the wreck of the
-ship, to draw to shore whatever might be of ase to
them. - The pilot having taken an observation, judged
that they were in the island of Quelpaert, situated
in the sea of Coren, in latilude 33 degrees 32 mi-
nples.

The islanders employed themselver on the 19th in
beuling on shore all the fragments of the wreck, drying
the linen and woollen cloth, and burning the wood, to
get at the iron which is in great request among them,
As o familiarity began to take place, the Dulch went
out to the commandant of the forces, and to the admiral
of the istanders, who had approached the tent, and
presented to each of them a lelescope and a bottle of red
wine. The captain’s silver cup having been found
among the rocks, they likewise offered that lo the'two

E 2
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.officers.  The telescopes and wine weré atcepied, they
even seemed to relish the latter, for they drank so
-much, that they could not conceal its effects; but the
cup they relurned with many testimonies of lriends
ship, '

- On the 20th they finished burning the timber of the
-akip, and extracting the iron-work. During this operas
tion, the fire having approached two guns loaded with
ball, they went off with such s report, that all the
islanders betook themseives to flight, and durst not ven~
-ture o return till the Dutch encouraged them by signs.
Fhe same day the falter rcceived two supplies of rice,
The [ollowing morning the commandant desired them,
by sigos, to bring all they had saved from the wreck
“into their tent, fur the purpose of puiting a seal upon it,
:and  this formality was performed ip their presence, At
. 1lie same moment several of the islanders were brougiht,
who had converted 1o Lheir own use, iron, leather, and
-other things belonging to the vessel. He urdered them
‘1o be punished on the spot, to shew the strangers that
the natives had no design either upon their persons or
-Aheir property.  Each ot the cuiprits received 30 or 40
strokes on the soles of the feet, with a stick six feet long,

.and as thick as a man’sarm.  This punishment waxso
severe, that some of the poar wretches lost their toes ia
consequence of it.

About noon the Duleh were given to understand that
they must prepare to depart. Horses were provided
for those who were in bealh, andihe sick were carried
in bammocks. They set off altended by & numerous
_escort of horse and fout. Having proceeded four leagues,
.they stopped. for the night at 2 smoll town, calied Ta-
.diane, where they made a light supper, aud were lodged
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m a building which had the appearance of a stable.
The 22d, at day-break, having set off in the same order
" as on the preceding day, they reached a small fort, near
which theyobserved two galliots, They dined there, and
in the evening arrived at Maggan or Mokso, the townin
which the goverhor of the island resides. Here they
were condueted {0 a square, opposite the town-house,
in which they found about 3000 men under arms, Svine
of the natives came and offered them water; bul secing
them armed in a terrible manner, the Dulch imagined
that they had a design to murder them, The cloathing
of these barbarian soldiers was calculated to aggravate
their apprehensions, having in it something ferrific,
which is not seen either in China or Japan. '
The purser was conducted to the governor, together.
_with some of his companions. They prosirated them-
selves for some time near & kind of balcony, where he
was seated like a sovereign prince.  The others were
then directed by signs to pay him the same honors.
He then asked, by different signs, whence they came
and what was the object of their voyage. They replied
that 1hey were Dulchmen, and were bound te Nanga-
2aki, in Japan, The governor, by a sign with his
head, testiﬁed that he understeod something of their
answer, afier which he passed them in review, four at
a time, and having pul the same question to them sucs
gessively, be ordered them to be carried to a building ini
which the king's uncle, accused of a design to deprive
his nephew of the crown, had been confined il his
death, . . S
_As soon as they bad all entered this prisen, it was sur-
rounded with armed men.  They each received. daily,-
twelve ounces of rice, and the same quantity “of wirsat,
3
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flour, but scarcely any thing more; and whatever was of
dfered them, wasso badly prepared, thattheyconld scarce-
lytouchit. They were thus reduced to live onfice, flour,
and salt, and had nothing but water to drink. The
governot, who appeared 10.be about 70 years old, was
a very sensible man, and highly esleemed at court. On
dismissing them he signified that he would write lo the
king, to know his intentions respecting them, but that
it would, probably, be some time before thk answer
arrived, because the court was eighty leagues distant,
They requested. him to allow them, somelimes, a little
‘meat, and other kinds of food, and to permit them to go
wut daily, six at s time, to take the air and wash their
linen. He not only granted this favor, but even did
them the honor to send frequently for some of them,
whom he desired to wtite before him, either in Dutcly
or in his own languages s that they began to under~
stand some of the expressions of the country. The
satisfaction which the worthy governor appeared to take
m convetsing with them, and even in procaring themi
Bitle amusements, produced s hope that they might
sooner or later get to Japan. He bestowed so mach
sttention on the sick, that, as Hame] declares, they were
better treated by these idolaters than they would have
kaen by christians.

The 29th of October, the purser, pilot, and sargeon’s
boy were conducted to the governor. They found a
man seated with him, whbo had a thick red beard.
« What do you take that man to be?” sked the go-
wernar, They replied that they thought he was a
Putchman. * You are mistaken,” replied he, laughing,
ohe is a Corean.” After some farther conversation,
(his man; who, till then had been silent, asked, in
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Butch, who, and of what counlry they were. They
satisfied his curiosity, at the seme time giving a brief
account of their misfortune, They, in their turn, asked
him the tame questions, spon which he informed them
that his name was John Wetievri, (hat he was & native
of Zyp, in Holland, which he left, in 1626, in quality
of a volunteer ; that the year following, in a voyage he
was making to Japan, in the frigate Ouverkerk, he had
been driven on the coast of Corea; that the ship being
" in want of water, he, and some others had been sent
on shore to procure a'supply, when he was taken prises
ner by the natives, together with two of his corppas
nions, Theodore Gerard and John Pieters, who had
been killed in baitle inan invasion of Cores, by the
Tartars, 17 or 18 years before; that he was 58 years
old, and residing in the capital ef the kingdom, the
king had commitioned bim to go and enqeize who. they
were, and what had brougit them into his dominions,
He added that he had frequantly requesied permission
of the king to go to Japan, bot all the snswer he couid
get from that prince, was an sssurance thst he neved
~ should go excepting he had wings to fly thither; that it
was the custom of (he gountry to detain all strangers,
but not to suffer them to want any thing, and that they
would be supplied with cloathing and food during
their lives.

This intelligence could not be very sgreeable to the
Dutch, bat their joy at meeting with such a good inter-
preter, dispelled their melancholy. Wetievri had, hows
ever, so far forgoften his native language, that they had
at first considerable difficaity to understand him; and it
took him a whole month to collect his.ideas. The go<
vernor directed all their depusitions 10 be. formally wakers _

2
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down, and sent them to the king ; desiring the Dutch not
tosuffer themselves to be discouraged, asa speedy answer
would be returned. Besides this, he granted them every
day new favours; Wettevri, and the officers who ac- .
companied him had liberty, at sll limes, to see them, and
to inform him of their wanis.

In the beginning of December the three years of
their benefactor’s administration being expired, a new
governor arrived. Here the author is at a loss for ex-
pressions 1o convey his sentimenls, 1! can scarcely be
tinagined, he says, what leslimonies of kindness the
Duich received from their generous protector previous
to his departure. Seeing them but ill-provided for the
winter, he made, for each of them, two pair of shoes, a
suit of clothes, well lined, and a pair of steckings, of
skin. These favours he accompanied with the most af-
fectionale caresses, declaring he was extremely sorry he
counld not send them to Japan, or take them with him lo
the continent. He told them not to be alarmed at bis de-
parture, foron his arrival at court, he would employ al}
his influence to oblain their liberty, or at least permission
for them to follow him. He restored to them the books
which they had saved from the wreck, and many of theix’
things to which he added a boltle of very valuable oil.
He likewise prevailed on the new governer, whe had al-
ready reduced them to rice, salt and water, to allow
them rather better food.

- Afler his departure, which happened in the month of
January, 1654, they were treated with greater severity
than ever. Barley was given them instead of rice, and
barley-meal instead of wheat-flour, They werz obliged
to sell their barley in order to purchase other food. This
ngour, and ibeir worlificativn al seeing that no
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ordec arrived from the king for (heir removal to
the capital, caused them to form a plan for their eseape
the ensuing spring:  After having long deliberated on
the means of seizing a bark under the cover of night,
six of them formed the resolution of executing this de-
sign about the end of the month of April. Bul the
boldest of them having ascended a wall, to ascertain the
place where the vessel Jay, was perceived by some
dogs, which, by their barking, gave the alarm 1o the
guard. . :

At the beginning of May, the pilot having been per-
- mitted to go abrozd with six of his companions, dis
covered, as they were passing through a little village
near the town, a bark tolerably well equipped, wilhout
any persen to take care of her. He immediately dis-
patched one of the number 1o take a small boat and a
few short planks which he saw on the shore. Then,
having each taken a dranght of wailer they went on board
the bark, without any farlther precaulion. While they
were endeavouring lo get the vesscl over a small sands-
bank, which lay across the passage, some of the natives
perceived their design, and one of them ran into the
-waler, withamusket, to oblige them to return, They
were liitle terrified by his menaces, excepting one, who
being unable to gel on board as soon as the rest, was
obliged 1o go back to the shere. The five others endea-
voured Lo set the sail, when both the mast and sail fell
inlo the water. They recovered them with considerable
difficulty, but when they again allempled lo set the sail,
the mast brokeoff short at the bottom. These delays gave
the natives time 16 put off in another bark ; they soon
overlock the fugitives, who, undaunted either by their
numbers or their argms, boldly léaped into the enemy’s
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vessel, which they flattered themselves they should be
sble to seize, but finding it full of water and in an un-
servicesble state, they at leng(h submitled.

They were token before the governor, whe ordered
fhem first to be laid flat on the ground, end their hands
tied to & thick log of wood. He then directed the others,
likewise bound snd ironed, 1o be brought before him,
and enquired of the six fugitives if their companions had
any knowledge of their 8ight, Lo which they replied in
a firm (one, in the negative. Wellevii was ordered to
find out what was ibeir design. They protested they
‘had no other intention than ko go to japan. < What,
said the governor, ©* durst you fiave ventured upon such
8 voysge without bread er water ¢ They naturally told
him that they would rather run the risk of dying once
for ali, than die every moment. Upon this, each of the
unfortunate men received 25 strokes on the bare pose-
rigrs with & stick six feet fong, four inches broad, and
one thick, flat on the <ide with which the stroke is ap-
plied, and round on the other. The blows were given
with such’violence that they kept their beds above a
mionth afterwards. The governor ordered the others 1o
be unbound, but they were more closely confined, and.
-guarded night arid day.

Fhe island of Quelpaert, called by the natives
Chesure, is situated 1.2 or 13 leagues south of Corea,
and is 14 or 15 leagues in circumference.  On the north
side there is a bay, where several barks are always to
ke met with, and from this place they sail for the

" continent. The coast of Cores is dangerous of ac-
cess to those who are not acquainted with it, because it
has only one harbour where ships can fie in security. In
all the olbers they frequently run the risk of being
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driven on the coast of Japan, Quelpaert is sarrounded

by rocks. It produces horses and other caltle in abund-

" ance: but as it pays the king considerable imposts,

.which keep it very poor, il is despised by the Coreans
of the conlinent. [f conlains one very lofty mounlain,
covered with wood, and numercus hills, quite naked,
and interspersed with vallies abounding in rice.

Atthe end of May, Lhe governor. received an order
to send the Dutch to the royal residence, Six or seven

_daysafterwards they were put on board four barks, with
their legs in irons, and their right hands [astened lo blocks
of wood. 1t wasapprehended they would throw thera-
selves overboard, as they might easily have done, all the
soldiers who guarded them being so ill with sea.sicks
ness.

After stroggling two days against conlrary winds,
they were driven back to the island of Quelpaert, where
the governor took off their irons, and remanded them {o
prison. Four ‘or five days afterwards, having re-em-
barked very early, they reached the continent towards
evening, and were obliged to passthe night in the road,
They landed the next day, and their chains were taken
off, though not without the precaution of doubling their
guard. They were provided with horses, on- which
they were conducted to the town of Haynam, “There -
tl;éy had all the pleasure of meeting together, for have
ing been separated by the wind theyhad landed in d:ﬂ'er-
enl places,

On the morning of the following day, they arrived at
ibe lown of Seham, where the guoner, who -had not
Lieen in good health since the shipwreck, expired, and-
was interred by the order of the governor,  Afier tra-
velling several days, and passing through a great num-
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ber of towns, !hey crossed a river which appeared to
he as broad as the Meuse at Dort; and a league
beyond it .they arrived at Sior, the capital of ihe
kingdom. From their landing till they reached that
place they reckoned 74 Jeagues, their route being al-
ways northward, but inclining a littde to the west.  Du.
ring the first 1wo or three days, they were lodged in the
same house. They were aflerwards separaled, and
laved three or four together in small buts, in that quar- .
ter of Sior inhabited by the Chinese. They were cons
ducted in a body to the king, who having interrogated
them through the medium of Wettevri, they humbly
iwplored him to transport lhem to Japan; whence,
with the assistance of the Dutch, settled there for Lhe
purposes of commerce, they hoped one day ta be able
to return to their vative land. The king replied, that
the laws of Corea prohibiled him Lo permit strangers o -
depart, but (hat care would be taken 10 supply all theic
wants, e then ordered them to perform, in his pre-
sence, those excrcises at which they were most expert,
such as dancing, leaping, and singing ; after which he -
directed some refreshment to be brought, and presented:
cach with two pieces of cloth, that they might dress
themselves in the manner of the Coreans. :
The next day they were conducted to ke genera! of
the forces, who informed them, through Wetlevri, that
the king had admitted them into the rumber ol his bady
guard, and in that qualily they would be furnished
monthly with 70 measures of rice. Each received a
paper containing his name, his age, his couafry, the.
prolession he had Gl then exercised, and that which he
had adopted in the service of the King of Corea. This,
pau,nt was in Curean charagters, and was 3LaI(.d with,
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the king’s seal, and likewise that of the general, which
were nothing more than the impression of a hot iron,
With their commission they each received a musket,
powder, and ball. They were ordered to fire a dis
charge with their arms, the first and fourth day of every
mounth, in the presence of ihe general, and hold thems
selves in constant readiness to march with him, both to
accompany theking, aud on ollier occasions. The general
has three reviews a month, and the soldiers "are exer-
cised aften by themselves. The Duatch were still 35 in
number. A Chinese and Wellevri were appointed (o
command them, the fisst in quality of serjeant, and the
other to keep an eye upon their conduct, and 1o feacl
them the customs of the Coreans,

Curiosjty induced most of the great men belonging to- -

the court to invite them to dinner, that they mightenjoy
the satisfaction of seeing them perform the miliary ex-
ercise, and dance in the Dutch wanner, The women
and_childran were stiil more impatient to sec them, a re-
part havingbeen propagated that they were monaters of
deformity, and that, in order to drink, they were obliged
1o fasten their noses behind thetr cars.  Their astonishe
ment, however, was so much the grealer when they
saw that they were handsomer than the natives of the
country. The whiteness of their complexion was par-
ticolariy admired. The crowd that flocked about them.
was so greal, that during the first days they conld
scarcely pass through the streets, or enjo'y a momenl’s
rest, iu their huts. Atlength, the general was obliged
o check this curiosity by forbididing any one 1o approach
“their lodging without bis permission, This regulation
was the more necessary as even the slaves of the nobi-
lfaJ.. 1, »
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Tity bad the audacily fo make them leave their huts for
‘their amusement.

In the mpnth of August a Tartar ambassador came to
demand Lhe tribute, The author, without esplaining
the motives of the king, says, that he was obliged to
send the Duich to & large fortress, six or seven leagues
from Sior, and to keep them there till the departure of
the Tartar minister in the following manth, This fortress
is situated on amountain called Nummasan Siang, which
cannot be ascended in less than three hours. It is so
well defended that in time of danger it serves as a res
treat for the king himself Most of the nob.ili!y ge-
nerally reside there and the place is always furnished
with provisions sufficient for three years,

Towards the conclusion of November, the cold be-
came so intense that the river was frozen, and threc hun-
dred loaded borses passed over on the ice at ene lime,
The generalbeing alarmed for the Dutch, mentioned his
fears to the king.  Some half-roften lcather which they
had saved from their shipwreck was distributed among
them, that they might sell it and buy clolhes with the
produce. Two or three aid out the money they ob-
tained in this manner in the purchase of a small hut,
- which cost them 9 or 10 crowns, They chose rather to
endure cold than to be continnally tormented by their
hosts, who sent them to collect wood in the moentzins,
three or four leagues distant from the town. The otbers
having procured the best clothes they were sble,
passed the rest of the winter as they had dorc many
others.

The Tartarian envo_y having returned 1o Sior in March
1655, they were forbidden, under pain of very severe

3 . _
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punishment to set [uot cut of their habilations. Never-
theless on the' day of his departure, Heory fans and
Henry John Bos resclved to present themselves before
him on the way, underthe pretext of going out for wood.
As soon as they saw him appear al the head of his re-
. tinue, they approached bis horse, and taking ‘the reins
in one hand they drew aside their Corean habits, shew-
ing him their European dress underneath them. This .
incident at first coused.great confusion in the troop. The
ambassador was very inquisitive toknow whe they were:
but Leing unable to understand them, he ordered them
by signs to follow him. At night, having cnquired for
aninterpreier, Wettevri was mentioned, and he imme-
diately sent for him. Waettevri did net fail 10 apprize
the king of the circumstance. A council was Deld, in
which it was resolved o make a present to the envoy to
prevent the affair [rom reaching the ears -of -the Kban,
The two Dutchmen were brought back to Sior, and
confined in a close prison where they did not live long.
Their companions who pever saw them again, were
ignoranl whether they died a natural or a violent death:
After the return of (hese two poor wretches, all the
others were catried before Lhe council of war to be ex-
amined. They were asked whether they bad any know.
ledge of the fight of their companions, their disavowal -
of whick did not prevent their being condemned ecach
1o receive fifty strokes on the soles of the feet. The king,
however, pardoned Lhem, declaring, at the same tlime,
that they ought rather to be cousidered as vagahonds,
ill-dispused towards ihe country, than as unfortunate
strangers whom tempesis had cast on the shore of his
kingdom. They were sent back te the:r huts, with the
r2
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prohibmon not to leave them withoul the king’s perp
missian,

In the month of June the general informed them, by
their interpreter, that a vessel having been wrecked on
the island of Quelpaert, and Wettevri being oo old to
undertake a voyage thither, three of them who best un-
derstond the Corean language must prepare to set off
for Quelpaert, where they were to observe the éircum-
starices of the shipwreck, and give an account of it to
the court.  On receiving this order, the mate, the se-
cond pilot and a gunner set off two days afterwards.
The Tartar ambassador returned in the month of An-
gust, and the Dutch were again ordered not to leave
their quariers till three days after his departure, on pain
of the severest punishment. The day before his arrival
_bey received & lelier from their companiong, who in-
“formed theem, that instead of being conducted to tha
island of Quelpsent, they wete closely confined on the
southern frantier of the kingdom, that if the Khan should
hear of the death of the two others, and demand the
remaioder ta be delivered up to him, the Coreans might
be able 10 reply, that three had penshu! in the voyage
to Que'paert, -

The saime ambassador retarned towards the conclu-
sion of the year. Though he had conie twice on the
part of the great Khan, since the unfortunate adveniure
of the two Dutchmen, without having mentioned that -
circumstance, yet most of the Corean Lords undeavoured
to persuade the king to make away with the others, On
whis subject a council was hell which lasted three days,
But the king, the prince his brother, the general and
some others opposed such an atrocious design, whick
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sooner or later might come to the knowledge of the great
Khan. The general proposed to make them fight each
with two Coreans, with the same arms. By that me-
thod, he said, the king might get rid of them, withont
Being liable to the accusation of having murdered these:
poor strangers. ‘They were secretly informed by some
charitable persons, what was in agitation. The king’s
brather'passing by their quarter, on his way 1o the coune
cil, al which he presided, they threw themselves at his -
- knees, imploring his favour, and inspired him with such
compassion that he became their protector. Thus they
owed their lives oaly to his solicitations and the humgoity
of the king. Many, however, seeming offended at their
indulgence, it was resolved, in order to protect them
from the malice of their enemies, and 1o concea! them
from the Tartars, o banish them to the province of
Thiltado, with a monlhly allowance of 50 pounds of
fice. .

In consequence of this resolution they left Sior on
horseback in the month of March, 1657, under the con=
duct of a serjeant. Wettevri accompanied them aboot
a league, as far asthe river which they had crossed in
soming from Quelpacrt. They revisited most of the
towns through which they had passed in the same jour-.
ney. They, at length arrived al a considerable town
called Diu-sioog or Thilla-pening, which is commanded
by a large citadel, the residence of an offices who pos~
sesses (e supreme asthorily in the govesnor™s absence,
and is styled the colonei of - the province. TFhe serjennrt
who accompanied tbem delivered them wp to this oficer
together with the king’s lelters. He was then ordered
to gu zod fetch their three companiens who had lefi Sior
the precedm; year, and who were not above 12 keagues

B3 L)
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from Diu-stong, in a town where the admiral had the
command. They were lodged logether to the rumber
of $3, ina public edifice,

In the month of April some leather was brought
them, which had, till then, remained at Quelpaert, from
- which they were only eighteen leagues distant, The
only labour required of them wes twice a month to pult
up the grasa that grew in the square of the castle, The
governor, who treated them with great kindness, as did
sll the inhabitants of the town, was sent for to courl to
teply to some accusations which endangered hiv life.
But being beloved by the people and supported by most
of the great men, he was sent back with honour. His

successor treated the Dutch with less humanity. He
ebliged them to goand fetch wood from a mountain three
Jeagues from the town, afler being accustomed to have
it brought for them. An apoplexy delivered them
from thiy odious master in the month of September fol-
Towing. :

‘They were, however, not much better off under his’

,successor. When they asked him for cloth, at the same
time thowing him their clothes worn out with their Ja-
borious oceupations, he informed them that ke had re-
ceived no orders from the king on that bead s that he
was not obliged to furnish them with ahy thing bat rice,
sud that al] their other wants, they themselves must sup~
ply. They then requesied permission 1o go out alier-
nately to ask charity, representing to him that naked as
they were, and their labour producing enly a litile
salt and rice, it was impossible “for them to procure
® subsistence.  This “favor was granted, and they
soon had nﬂimnt to protect themselves from li:e‘
old.
'y
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At the beginning of the year 1658 Lhey experienced
fresh morlifications on the arrival of a new governor,
They were deprived of the liberty of going out of the
town. The governor told them that if they would work
for him he would give each of them three pieces of cols
ton; but this propesal they bumbly rejecied, knowing
that his work “would wear out more clothes than the
stuff he offered them would make. In this situation
" some of them being attacked with s fever, the {error of

the inhabitants at the name of that disorder, procured
them permission to beg, on condition that they should
never be absent from the town above a fortnight or
three weeks, and that they shoold neither go towards
the capilal nor towards lapan.  As only half their num~
ber were ailowed this indufgence, those who remained
in the town were ordered 10 take care of the sick, and-
to pull up the grass in the public syuare.

The king dying in the month of April, his son,. w:lh
the consent of the great khan-ascended the throne. The.
Dutch conlinued to beg, erpecially among Lhe priests’
and monks of the conntry, who were extremely charie
table, and were pever weary of hearing them relate their
adventures, and describe the cusioms of their native-
Jand. The governor, who arrived in 1660, shewed.
them great kindness, frequently regretting that he couid
not send them to Hollznd, or at least 10 some place frew
quented by the Dutch. The drought was so great this
yewr, that provisions became extremely scarce. This.
calamity encreasing in the following year ; great numbers
of robbers infested all the high roads, noiwithslanding.
the wigor with which they were pursued -by the king's.
command ; and handreds of the people perivhed of hun~:
ger. The famine became so pressing that soveral vk

-
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lages were plundered, and even the royal stores were
not spared. These disorders, however, remained um
punished, becaase the offenders were slaves of the court.
This scarcity continued tifl 1662, and it was even feit
in the following year. The tlown of Diu-siong, whera
the Dutch stil] resided, was no.longer capable of furnish-
ing provisions for them ; upon.which, an order arrived
from the king to distribute parl of them between two
other towns. Twelve were therefore sent to Say-siane,
five to Siunschien, and five to Nam-man, sixteen leagues
farther off.  This sepsration was at first very afflicting,
but it affurded them an opportanity for their escape, as
we shall find in the sequel,

They set, off on foot, the sick only and their baggage
being carried by horses, with which they were gratui-
tously furnished. The first and second night they lodged
togethor in the same town. The third day they arrived.
at Siunschien, where the five who were destined to re-
main lbere, were left.  The fifih day at noon the others
arrived at Say-siane. Their guides delivered them to
the governor or admiral of the province of Thillado, who
resided in that town, ‘This officer appeared to posscis
distinguished merit 3, but he was soon succeeded by anc-
ther who treated them with great harshness. The high-
est fuvor he granted them was, the permission lo cut
wood, with which they made arrows for his people..

The servants of the Corean lords have no other occupa- .

diow than shooting with bows and arrows, because their
weasters are proud of having in their service excelient
archers, '

At the beginning of winter, the Dulch requesied of :

the new governor, permission {o beg in order to procure
ciothes; and he allowed half their numbes to be absent
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three days at 3 time. This permission was of the -
greater advantage to them as the principal inhabitants
of the town, through motives of compassion were favo~
rable lo their rambles, which were prolonged some=
times to a whole month. All that they collected was
divided in common. This kind of life they continved
to lead 1if! the recal of the governor, who was appoinl- -
ed general of the royal troops, which is the second dig-
nity in the kingdom. His successor greatly alleviated
the situation of the Dutch at Say-~siane, giving orders that
they should be tréated in the same manner as their couns
trymen at the other tawns. They were relieved from
all laburious occupations, and were obliged only to apg
pear in review twice a month, to stay at home afternate«
ly, or at Jeast ta wequaint the secrelary whither they
were going, when they had permission o go abroad.
Among many other favors, this governor sometimes
sent them victuals from. his table; and louched by their
misforlunes, he asked them why, being so near the sea,
they did not attempt to get to Japan. They replied,
that they durst not run the risk of incurring the king’s
displeasure ; adding, they were unacquainted with the
way, and had not any vessel.—f* What, (replied he}
are there-not barks enough on the coast 3 The Dutch
answered with affected honesty, thal they did not belong
to them, and that if they failed in the enterprize they
would beteeated as robbers and deserters.  The gover-
nar Jaughed at their seruples, little imagining that they
held this language only to silence his suspicions, and that
they were day and night contriving the means of pro.
curing a bark, The author here observes (hat the Duich
were revenged ofthe preceding governor.  He held his
diguity only four months, and being accused of -having.
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condemncd Lo death several persons of different ranks,

on insufficient grounds, he was sentenced by the king.

to receive ninely strokes on the shm-—bones, amd to' Lbe
banished for fifc.

Towards the end of this year a comet sppearcd- it
was followed by two others which were both seen at
once for the space of two months; one in the south east,
and ‘the other in the south-west, but with their tails op-
posite ta each other. The courl was so alarmed by this
phenomenen, that the king ordered 1he guard at all the
ports and over all the ships to be donbled, He likewisz
directed -that all his fortresses should be well supplied
with warlike stores and provisions, and that his troops
‘thould be exercised every day. Such were his appre-
hensions of being attacked by some neighbor, that he
" prohibited a fire to be made during the nighl in any
house that could be perceived from the sea. The same
phenomena had been seen when the Tartars ravaged
the country; and it was recollected that similar signs
had been observed previous to the war carried on by
the Japanese against Corea. The inhabitants never met
the Dutch without asking them what people thought of
comets in their country.  Conformably 1o the idea pre-
valent in Europe about that lime, they replicd, that co-
mets prognosticaied some terrible disaster, as pestilence,
war, or {amine, and sometimes all three calamities toge-
ther,

As they lived in great {ranquillity during the years
166+ and 1665, they tuzned all their allention towards
making themselves masters of a baik, but to their mor-
ufication, without success. They sometimes rowed a.
long the share in a boat which assisted them in procut-
ing a cubsislence. Sometimes they {ook a lurn round
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some small islands to make such observatlons as might be

of service 1o their escape.  Their companions in the twe
othier towns came at times to see them, and they returned |
Uheir visits when they could obtain the governor’s per-
mission. They preserved their patience amidst the
greatest difficulties, being satisfied with the enjoyment
of gaod health, and net wanling necessaries in the course
of such a protracled slavery.

In 1666 they lost their worthy governor who, as a ro-
compence for his virtues, was elevated to the highest
dignitics of the state.  During twe years of a fortupate
administration he had bestowed favors indiscriminately
on alf ranks, by which he acquired universal affection,
the esteem of his master and the respect of the nobles,
He had repaired the puablic edifices, improved the ports,

augmented the maritime forces, and performed other
services lending to the geveral welfare of the kingdom.

After his departure, the lown was three days without
a governor, because custom allows that interval to the
successor, to chuse, with the assistance of a priest, a fa-
vourable moment for his inauguration, The Dulch were
soan sensible of the change.  Among other barsh treat-
ment, their new master wanted (0 keep them con-
stantly employed in throwing up earth, This they re-
fused to comply wilh, asserting 1hal when Lhey bad fi-
nished the work which had hither(o been required of
them, they were obliged 1o employ the rest of their
time in procuring clathes and supplying their other ne-
cessities 3 that the king had not sent them to be engaged
in such laborions accupations, and that if they were to
be trealed wiih such rigor, it would be much-better to
renounce the subsistence which was allowed them, and
demand 10 be sent to Japan, or some other place fre-
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quented by their counlrymen. . The governor replied
with a threat, that he would force them'to obey; buat he
had not fime to exccute his intentions; for a few days
aflerwards, being on board a very fine vessel, the pow-
der-room accidentally took fire, and blewup the fore-
part of the ship, by which accident five men lost their
hves. He neglected to give information of this circum-
stance to the king, heping the disaster would remain a
secret.  Unlortunately for him, the fire had been per-
ceived by one of the spies kept by the court on the coast
as well as in the inlerior of the kingdom. The sove-
reign soon received the intelligence, {he governor was
mmmediately recalled, and, alter receiving ninety strekes
on his shin-bores, was condemned “to perpe!uai banish-
ment.

A new governor arrived in the month of July, but the
Dutch did not experience that change in their situation
which they bad hoped. He required of them ope hun.
dred fathoms of maiting a day, When they represented
the impossibility of ubeying this order, he threatened to
find them some more suitable-occupation. A disorder
with which he was attacked, prevented him from putting
his design into execution; but, in addition to their or-
‘dinary occupations, they were obliged to keep the pub-
lic square clear of grass, and to fetch wood fit for mak-
ing arrows. Their wretched situation caused them Lo
resolve 1o take advantage of their tyrant's illness, and
at all hazards to procure a bark. They employed a Co-"
rean ‘who was under considerable obligations te them to
execule this commission. They desired him to bay them
a bark, pretending they wanted it fo beg cotion in the
adjacent islands, promising him a large shareof the a

" which they hoped to collect. The bark was purchas? ;.
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but the fishetman who had sold jit, being informed

that it was for the use of the Dutch, wished lo ans

nul the bargain, fearing lest he should be punished

with death, if they made use of it to effect their escape.

His apprehensiqns were, however, silenced by offering

to double the price, and the bargain was concluded to
the great satisfaction of the Duich.

As soon as they were st liberly they provided the
vessel with a sail, an anchor, cordage, oars, and other
necessary articles, resolving to set off “in the first
quarler of the moon, which was the most favourable
time. Meanwhile two of their countrymen, who had
come to visit them were detained, and they likewisg
sent to Nam-man, for John Peters, a skilful seaman, to
serve as their pilot. Though the natives were not wholly
without mistrust, yet the Dutch set off on the night of
the 4th of September, as soon as the moon had set,
and creeping along by the side of the city wall with
their provisions, which consisted of rice, a few jars of
water, and an iron pot; they all, eight in pumbet,
teached the shore without being discovered. Out of
the thirty-six Dutchmen, who had escaped from the
wreck of ihe ship, ooly sixteen remained alive;
the eight who were left behind in Corea prg-
bably died there; at least they were never afterwards
heard of.

The fisst step taken by the fugitives was to filla cask
with fresh water in 2 .small istand which lay within
cannon-shot, ‘They then had the boldness to pass the .
ships of the town, and even the royal frigates, stand-
ing out into the channel as much as possible. On
the morning of the 5th, when they had almost got out
into the open sea, they were hailed by a fisherman, but

VoL, Iits G )
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retarned no answer, fearful lest it might be the ad-
wanced guard of the ships of war, which lay at anchor
8t no great distance. At sun-rise, the wind dying
away, they mede use of their oars, but about noon a
breeze springing up, they steered to the south east,
guided only by theéir conjeciures. Having doubled the
point of Corea in the course of the following night,
they were refieved from al} apprehiensions of being pur-
sued.

Ou themorning of the 6th, they were very near the
first of the Japanese islends ; and the wind continuing
favourable; ' they arrived off that of Firendo, where
they darst mot come lo an anchor, -being nnacquainted

_with the road ; mnd they had likewise heard the Coreans
say that there was noisland on the-way. to Nangazaki.
Continuing their course with a-brisk ‘gale, they on the
7th coasted along a cluster of small islands, which ap-
peared innumerable. Al night, they intended fo cast
ancher near a small istand, but perceiving indieations
of an approaching storm, they determined to continue
‘their course,

On the morning of the 8th they found lhemsebves
at the place which they had left (he preceding eveming,
which they atiributed 1o the violence of some cerrent.
“This observalion induced them to atand ‘out to sea,
but a strong contrary wind soon vbliged them g retom
{owatds the land.  Afier crossing a bayithey came to aw
anchor, about noon, without knowing whal country it

* was. While they were preparing their repast, some df

4he natives passed to and fro near them, bni without
speaking to them, Towards evening, ‘the wind having

‘fulled, they saw a back with six men, each of whom had
two knives suspended from his girdle rowing towards



SHIFWRECK OF TIIE SPARROW-HAWX., 63

them. Upnn this they wenghed anchor with all possille
expedition, and employed both their sails and oars in
order to get outi of thie bay; but-tirey were pursued
and soon overtaken by the bark, With their long bame
boo canes they might have prevented the strangers from
coming on board them, but perceiving several olher
veseels filled with Japanese, leaving the shore, theyre
solved to wait quieily for them,

The people in the first bark enquired, by signs, '
whither they wers beund; in reply to which they
shewed g yellow flag, with the arms of Crange,
erying, * Holland! Nangazaki!” The Jupanese
direcied them, by signs, to take in their stk
which they did, Two men ther went on board, and
usked several questions, which they could -not nndon
sand, ‘Their arrival hed' occasioned such an alatm on
the coaat that no person appesred without being armed
with two daggers. At night, a bark brought on board
en officer who held the third rank in the islapd. When
he had ascertained that they were Dutch, he informed
them by signs that there were #ix ships of their pation
al Nangazaki, and that the island they saw was Golo,
and belonged to the emperor.  In this place they staid
three days, during which they were guanled wilh great
care. They were supplied with wood and meat, and like-
wise a mal to shelter themselves from the rain which feil
in great abundance,

On the 12th, being furnished with plenty of pro-
visions, lhey set sail for Nangazaki, under_ihe cons
duct of the same officer who had come on board
them, and who was charged with letters for the em-
peror.  He was altended by two'large and (wo small
vessels, In the evening of the next day they discovered

! 2
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the bay in which that town is situated, and at midnight
came to an anchor there, Five Dutch ships were
then lying in the bay. Many of the inhabitants
of Goto, and other persons of distinction had' shewn
them much kindness, and had refused to accept of any
setrn,  On the 14th, they went on shore, and were res
ceived by the company’s Japanese interpreters, who
asked them several questions, and tock. down their an-
swers in writing. They were then conducted to
" the governor’s palsce where they arrived abouat noon.
" When they had gratified bis curiosity by a recilal
of their adventures, he greatly commended the cou.
rage which had induced them 1o brave so many
dangers in order to obfain their liberty, afier up-
wards of twelve years slavery. He then ordeted the
interpreters to take them to the Dutch commandant,
by whom, as well as by all the rest of their country-
men they were very kindly received...

About the end of QOclober, they left Nangazaki,
and on the 20th of the following month arrived at Ba-
tavia. They presented their journal to (he governor
general, who treated them with great kindness, and
promised them a passage in fome vessels which were
then returning 1o Europe. They embarked on the
28th of December, and on the 20th of July, 1688,
arrived at Amsterdam.

L




65

NARRATIVE OF THE LOS5 OF
- THE RUSSI4N SHIP ST. PETER,

On the coast of Beering’s Island, in the Sea of Kamischatka,
in 1741, and subsequent Distresses of the Crew. )

e —

First Rnssia;n‘Expedition to Kamtschatka—Preparations for the
tecond voyage to thatcountry-—The squadron sails from Ochetzk
—-Arrives at Kamts¢hatka---Separation of the two ships—
Commodore Beerings arrives on the coayt of Aweriea—Huts of
the nutives—Advesture of Chitrofi—Tnterview svish the Nativas-
~-Unbealthines of the crew—Their wretched sityation—PDis-
tress of the ship—Scurvy—They winter in Beering? Idland—
Death of the Commadore. . Loss of the ship-—Proceedings of
the crew during the winter~They construct & vessel—Arrive at
©chotzk—Description of the foxes of Beerings' Island.

-

THE Russiany, though of all the European nations
the most interested in making disceveries in the north,
were not, however, rouzed to any undertaking of that
nature Liil long after the atiempts of the English to dis-
cover a north-east passage {0 China and Indﬂia.‘ The
genios of Peler the Great, which, in the course of &
few years, had effected such a mighty change in his.em-
pire, was not insensible of the advantages lo be de-
sived from explorieg the seas enstward of his Asiatie
dominions, the islands they contained, and the coasts.
by which they might be bounded. He accordingly
projected an expedition for that purpose, and himself
G 3 -
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drew up the instructions for those who werc to con

duct it. '
" The result of this enterprize was the discovery of
the Kurile Islands. Encouraged by this success, the
same monarch formed the plah of a second expedilion,
but its execution was prevented by his death on the 8ih
of February, 1725, It was expected that this event
would have completely lrustrated the design, but Calhe-
rine, who made a point of executing all the projects of
her illustrious consort, ordered it to be proseculed the

same year. .

" The celebrated Beerings, a native of Denmark, but
who had served ever since 1707 in the Russian navy,
was appointed to conduct this expedition. He wasan .
oficer, who, to extensive knowledge, united fortitude
and great experience.  His lientenants were a German,
named Marlin Spanberg, and Tschirikoff a Russian.
Beerings and his officers spent almost. five years in
. making the necessary preparations, and in the voyage
itself,

In 1727, they landed in Kamischatka, surveyed the
coast and wintered in hat country. The ensuing year
they discovered the island of St. Lawrence, and three
sroaller ones not far from fhe east coast of Asia, The
approach of winter and the fear of being blocked up by °
the ice, obliged Beerings to think ol returning ; and on
the 18th of September he again reached the river of
Kamtschatka. They quitted & second time the inhos-
pitable coast of that country on the 5th of June, 1729,
but the wind blew from E.N.E, with such violence that
they could not get out farther than 65 leagues from it.
As they found no land in that space, they altered their
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course, doubled the southernmost Cape of Kamtschatka,
and cast anchor at Ochotzk, From that place Beerings
travelled over land to Irkutzk in Siberia, and proceeded
to Petersburg, where he arrived on the 1st of March,
1730, _ _

On his return Beerings declared, that, in the course
of his navigation, being in the latitude of between 50
and 60 degrees, he had observed signs, which seemed
to indicate that there was some coast or land fowards
the east, This declaration was confirmed by the testi-
. mony of his lieatenants, Spanberg and Tschirikeff, and

they proposed a second expedition to Kamischatka, to
explore the regions which separated the Asialic conti-
nent from the north of America, The Russian govern-
ment, sensible of the importance of the project; acqui-
esced in the proposal of Beerings, who was appointed
te conduct the new enterprize with the rank of commo-
dore, while his two liculenants were nominaled cap-
fains under him.

The Academy of Sciences immedialely received an
order, to prepare a detail of all that was then known con-
cerning Kamischatka, as well as the countries and seas
by which it is surrounded. The care of digesting this
information was entrusted by the Academy to M. De-
liste, a French astronomer, and hrother to the celebrated
geographer of that name. That gentleman collected all
the intelligence he could procure of Captain Beerings,
and the accounts of preceding voyagers, prepared
a chart of the seas aud coasls which it was intend-

. ed to explore, and accompanied il with a very extensive
memair. These were transmitted by the academy to
ihe supreme senate, which, together with the college of
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admiralty, and the academy, took every possible mes~
sure for ensuring the saccess of the enterprise, These-
various bodies resolved, at the same lime, to profit by
the apportunity, lo try whether the passage by the
- north, so frequently attempted by the Duich, was practi-
¢able through the Frozen Ocean,

For the glory of Russia, it should pot be forgotten,
. that the academy received orders, on tiis occasion, to
nominate two of its members, for the purpese of deter~ |
faining, by astronomical observations, the true position
of the countries which tﬁighl he discovered, and Jike-
wise to enrich natural history, with a déscription of the
variogs sebjects relating to that science,

On the first report of the voyage, Jolin George Gme-
lin, and Louis Delisle de fa Croyere, both professors of
Pétersburg, one of chemistry and natoral bhistory, and
the other of astronomy, had offered their services which
were accepted. To these was added the year foliowing,
professor Miiller, for the purpose of writing a descrip~
tion of Sibbrin, and a narrative of the voyage. Before
the préparations were completed, Messes, Gmelin and
Miiller fell sick, and were Jefi in Siberia, but their places .
were ‘supplied for the American voyage by professor
Steller, likewise a member of the Academy of Sciences.

This second expedition to Kamtschatka embraced in -
its 'plan two voyages, ane 'by ‘the enst and the other By
the south. Captain Spanberg was charged with the
former, the aobject of which was Japan. Beenngs e~
‘served the other for himself, and Captain Tschirikoff ;
end their commission was 10 explore the coasts of the
American continent. ‘

At the commencemenl of 1733, Beerings and Span~
berg left Petersburg to hasten 1he preparations fox their
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expedilion, but yet these advanced very slowly. After
five years, however, of anxious expectalion, Spanberg
sel gut on the voyage to Japan. The equipment of his
vessel had exbausted the general magazine at Ochotzk,
and two years passed away before a fresh supply of stores
could be procured. This interval was employed by Beer-
ings in constructing vessels of a greater burtben and
stronger than Spanberg's, that they might be able to re.
sist the tempests, and even the ice of those inclement la-
fitudes. One was called the St. Peler and the othet the
St. Paul. o

The commodore having dispatched the pilot Jelan-
gin, about the middle of autumn, 1739, te the east coast
of Kamtschatka to visit the gulf of Awaischka, and to
chuse a commodious place for winlering and erecting a
store-house and habilation ; he soon returned with anac-
count that he had found a bay in the river of Awalsch~
ks, very favourably situated for Beerings’ purpose. The
following spring, Messrs. Delisle de la Croyere and Stel-
ler repaired to Ochotzk, and, by Midsummer 1740, ali
the crews were complete.  They resclved to take ad-
vamlage of the remainder of the season to reach Kamt.
schatka, bat it was the fourth of September, before they

. set sail.  Commodore Beerings went on board the St.
Peter, and Caplain Fschirikoff took the command of
the 5t. Paul. Two other vessels carried the provisions,
and another had oo board the academicians and their
baggage.

On the 271h of September, the squadron having pas-
sed the streight, which separates the southernmost point
of Kamtschatska from the first of the Korile islands, and
where (he 5t. Peler was several times on the point of
being lost, fortunately entered the port of Awatschka.
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Here they passed the winter, and the first commndore
was so well pleased with (he advantages which this situ.
ation afforded, that he named it ihe Harbor of St. Peter-
and St. Paul. .

. A few days previons to their deparlure, Beerings
ealled a council, in which it was resolved, first lo goin
" quest of Lhe land latd down in the chart as having been

seen by John de Gama. It was likewise agreed that
~ the two academicians should go on board the two prin-
cipal vessels, upan which M. Sieller removed into the
8t. Peter, and M. de Ia Croyere into the St. Paul,
' On the fourth of June, 1741, the'two caplains vet sail,
steering: in the: direction which had been agreed upon,
till the twelfth of that month, when, being in the Jalie
tude of forty-six degrees, they were convinced thatGae
ma's land did mot" exist.-as they had met with none dor-
ing that rua. They mmediately put the ships about;
. and stood to the northward to the fiftieth degios, withs
out making any discovery. They then agreed to steer
eastward for the American continent, bul on Lhe Lwen-
" tieth the ships were separaled by a violent storm suc-
ceeded by a thick fog,

This disaster was the first which the wo ships had
met with since their leaving port. The idea of being
deprived, during the whole voyage, of the assistance
they might mudually have afforded each other in an un-
known sea, rendered this separalion extremely afflici-
ing. It was, however, only 2 prelude to the misfor=
tunes which afterwards befel them. The commodore
neglected no means that could be emplayed in order-te
rejoin Tschirikoff: he cruised for him between the 50th
and 51st degree, firimg guns from time to lime; he even
relurned southward as far as the 45th degree.  All bis
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solicitede was in vain, for the - two. captains never. fe-
joined each other,

Nothing of conseauence occurred till the 18th of Ju-
ly, when Beerings, etill hoping to meet with Lhe St
Paul, stid continuing lo steer to the northward, perceived

" the continent of Ametica. - By comparing the narralives
of the iwa commanders, it appears, that three days be-
" fore, Tschirikoff had made the same coast only about twe
degrees more Lo the sonthward. Beerings, -who was in
wanl of -water, endeavoured to appreach this coast,
whose: lofty, snow-clad mountains presented a gloomy
aspecl. Having only light variuble winds, they. eould
not reach it till the 20th, when they came to-an anchor
. mear an island of considerable magnitude,at no great
distance from a continent. A projecting poinl of land
was denominated Cape St. Elias, and snother, which
" was afierwards discovered, received the name of Si.Her-
mogene, Between {hem was a gulf, where they hoped
to find shelter, in case the 51, Peter should be obliged by
circumstances to seek z-port. '

Having cast.ancher, the commodare sent Chilreff,
the master, with a few armed-men to sorvey Lhe gulf,
while another shalop was dispatched in quest of water.
Steller went o board the latter, and, .in-an island. on
which they landed;- he found several empty‘i-'luts,:whance
it -was conjectured; that the -natives .of the. eomtinent
-semetitey visiled it for the purpose. of fishing., Fhese

- huts were of -wood, - wainscoited.wilh planks, well jain-
«ed tegether, -They here found a box of poplar-woed, &
hollow ball: of eatth containing a-small pebble, as if to
serve dor a child’s play-thing, and a whet-stene, nn.which
-wera visible the marks of copper kaives that had cecently
been wheked.on it. . '
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Bteller made several observations in the hats. He
found, among other things, a cellar, containing smoked
salmon and a sweet herb, ready dressed for eating ; in
the same manner as vegetables are prepared in Kamt-
schatska. There were likewise cords, grindstones, and
utensils of variows kinds. Having approached a place
where the Americans had been dining, they beloock
themselves to flight as soon as they perceived him. He
there fouud a dart, and an instrument for producing
fire, of the sgme form as those made use of in Kamtschate
ka. It consists of a board perforated in several places;

_theend of a stick being put into one of these holes, the
other extremity is turned backwards and forwards, be-
tween the paims of the hands (ill, with the rapidity of
the motion, the board takes fire, on which the sparks
are reccived upon some matter that is easily inflamed.

At a considerable distance was seen a hill covered
wilth wood, where a fire was observed, and thence, it
was conjectured, that the savages had retired thither.
To this spet Stetler did not think it prudent to venture,
but contented himself with colleeting plants in the vi-
cinity. Of these-he carried on board such a quantity,
that it took him much time to describe them. As soon
as a sufficient quantity of water was obtained, he was
obliged, though reluctantly, to return to the ship.

The walering party related that they had passed {weo
places where fires appeared lo have been recently made,
that they had cbserved wood which had been cut, and
the track of human feet in the grass. They had likewise
seen five red foxes, which shewed no shyness or timis
dity on meeting them. They carried nothing with
them from the huts but a few smoked fish, resembling
carp, and which proved very good eating.

: 5 -
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‘To convince the natives that they had nothing {o fear
from the strangers who had landed on their coast, the
commadore senl on shore a few presents for them, von-
sisting of a piece of green cloth, two hon pots, two
kuives, twenty gross of glass beads, and a pound of te-
bacco, which, he presumed, would prove extreme!y
aceeptable to the savages.

On the 2151 of July, Beeringn resolved to set s:nl and
a3 had been agreed upon at Awatschka, 1o rean northe
ward along the coast as high as 60 degrees, if possible,
This design he was however prevented from accom.
plishing, for the land was foahd to trend away to the
south-west, and their course wae continually impeded
" by the islands with which the sheres of the continent
were lined almost without interruption. The Russizna
mow stved out to ses, and having been several days
without seeing Jund, they, on the 50th of July. disco-
vered an island, to which, from the lhickness of the
" sgeuther, they geve thu name of Foggy lsland, The
whole month-of Acgust was spent in standing off and
on; in the meen time the crew began to be aitacked
with the scurvy, and the commodore hmmlf' was in
w» worse situation thet sny other.

Ftesh water beginming to ran short, the Russians, on
the 29th of Aegest, sioed 1o the nnrth, and soon disco
vered the continent, The coast, in this pert, is extreme-
iy steep, and lined with & multitede of islands, among -
whigh the St. Peter came to en ancher. On the 30th
the pilot, Andtew Hasselberg, was sent lo ope of the
fargest of lbese ivtnds in quest of fresh water. He
soon returned with twe spacimens taken out of different
Iskes, which were more or less salt.  But, asthere was
%0 Aime to be lom, it was judged prudent to take in »

VoL, HI. _ i
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quantity of this water rather than be. left entirely with-
out, as it would serve for cocking, and thus the remain-
ing fresh water might be made to last till they could
procure a supply. All the emply. casks were accord-
ingly filled with it. To the usc of this water Steller at
tributed the redoubled attacks of the scurvy, which, at
length, proved fatal ta a great part of the crew. '
The vessel did not appear perfectly safe in this silua-
tion. She wasexposed toall the impetuosity of the south
winds, and, to the north, there was nothing but rocks
and breakers. ‘The commodore, 1herefore, resolved not
to remain long in this station; but an unexpected cir-
cumstance detained the Russians there longer than they
intended. A fire having one night been perceived in a
small island to the N.NLE, Chitroff, who was the officer
on doty, represenled the following day, that while the
larger boat was employed in watering, the other might
be sent to discover by whom the fire had been made.
The commodore was then confined to his cabin, and
the command of the ship had devolved to Lieulenant
Waxel. That officer, in the circumsiances under which
the Russians then were, would not permit the boat to
leave the vessel. He conceived that if the wind should
‘increase, the ship would be obliged to stand out to sea,
and, in this case, it was doubtful whetber she would be
.ahle to eeturn snd take on board the crew of the boat,
who, by a contrary or o0 violenl wind, might be pre-
vented from regaining the ship. Chitroff, however, in-
sisting, Waxel referred his proposal to.Beerings, who
decided that the former should be at liberty to go if he
chose, and might likewise select any of the crew to as-
company him.
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Chi!rbﬂ',_ who was a courageons man, was flatiered
with- the permission granted him. He took wilh him
five men, well armed and provided with various trif
ling articles to distribute among (he natives, whom
he might-meel with., About noon, nn the 30ih of
Auvgust, they landed on the island, distant, by their
calculation, about fourteen miles from the ship, They
there found the yet unextinguished embers of. lhe fire
which had been made, but not a single human crealure.
In the afternoon, Chitroff atlempted to return to the
vessel, but a contrary wind, blowing with great vio-
lence, obliged him to seck shelter in another island, by
the side of the former. The waves threatened every
moment ta swallow up the boal, or lo wash away the
nen who were on board of her. This must have been
their fate, had it not been for a sail which Chitroff hoist»
ed in the midst of the danger, and with which he ran
right into the breakers. A tremendous ses had filled
the boat, when fortunately another wave came and car-
ried her on shore with all those who were in her.

Chitroff had no sconer gained .ihe shore, than he
made a greal fice, not only to warm and dry himself
and his companions, bul Jikewise as a signal to. the ship
to come to his relief. But the wind in the mean lime
became so violent, that the crew were obliged to think
only of preserving the vessel. They therelore weighed-
anchor, and sought shelter behind another island., Night
arrived, and Chitroff with his companions, who had
seen the ship set sail, without knowing the intention of
those on board, was thrown into the wimost perplexity.
" The storm continued till the 2nd of September, when
it at length abated. As Chitroff did not return, Waxel,
the next day, sent the shallop on shore with orders if

n2
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the boat was damaged (o lesve her behind, and return
on board with the men. She had been too mach in-
Jured when cast on shore by the waves, to keep the
sea ; she was therefore, left in the jgland, and Chitroff
. returned iu-the shallop,

- The Russiaos instantly weighed anchor, but the wind
being contrary, they could ,not proceed very fast, and
towards night were again obliged to return to the islands.
They bad the same unlavorable weather un the 4th of
September, and were compelled to return 1o the spot

where they had anchored the preveding day. 1L blew”
a violent storm during the whole night.

In the merning the Russians heard the cries of men
en ove of the islands, and likewise snw a fire there,
Soon alterwards, two Americans, each in @ cange res
sembling Lhose of the Greenlanders, approached the,
ship within a certain distance. By their words and ges«
tures these savages tnvited (he Russians to land, and
the latier, by signs and presents which Lhey threw {o-
wards them, endeaveored, but without success, 1o eny

_tiv2 them into the ship, Afler looking some lime at
the Russians, they returned to the isiand,

Beerings and his officers resvtved Lo venture (o land,
and for this purpose the great shallop was hoisted over-
board. Lieutenant Waxel, accompanied by Sieller end
nine iren well armed, went inte the boal, and proceeds’
ed towards the island. They found the shore lined
with a range of sharp rocks, and the fear of being dash-
ed aguinst thein by the impetuosity of the wind, pre.
vented the Russians from approaching nearer than with-
in three fathoms of the land. The Americans, to the
rugbet of nine, appeared on the shore, and were i
vited by signs to come 0 the shallop. = Bui, as they
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could neither be tempted by the signs that were made,
nor the presents which were offered them, and stili con-
tinned to invile the Rusmm to land, Waxel put on
share three men, among whom was a Tschuiski or Ko-
riak interpreter. ‘They moored the shallop to one of the
rocks, as they had been ordered. '
These men were kindly received by the tavages,-but
. being unable to understand esch other, they were
obliged to converse by signs. The Americans, witha
view to regale the Russians, presented lhem with
whale’s flesh, which was the only provision they had
with them. It appeared that their residence here was
enly for the purpose of calching whales, for on the
" shore were ohserved as many boats as men, but ne hut,
and not a woman among them ; so Lhat, probably, they
bad no permanent habitation bul on the centinent.
They had neither arrows nor any other arms that could
give umbrage to the Russians, and at length one of them
had the courage to go into the boat o Waxel, He ap—
pear lo be the oldest person, and the chief of the party. -
Waxel presented him with a glass of brandy, but that
Hquor appeared equally disagreeable and strange to him,.
After spitting it out of hiz mouth, he began 1o cry out,
as if complaining to his countrymen that the Russians
were using him ill. 1t was found impossible to appease
him ; needles, glass beads, a1 iron pot, pipes, were ofe
fered him, but he refused them all. He immediately .
returned to the island, and Waxel did not judga.it pru-
dent to detain him _any longer. At the same time he
called off the three men who had - bheen put on shore,
The Americans at first shewed a«lisposilion to detain
them all. Atlength they suffered two of the Russians.
to retusn, but kept ihe interpreter.  Some of them even.
H3 - *
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seized the cable by which the shaliop was moared,
thinking no doubt she was sa easily manxged as one of
their canoes, or hoping to dash her o pieces against the
rocks. . To prevent their design, Waxed cut the cuive;
The interpreter, meanwhile, intreated not te be lefi he=
hind. The Awericans disregarding all the signs (hat were
made them to let him go, Waxe! ordered 1wo muvkets to
be fired wilh a view so frighten them only. The soge
cess apswered his expéclation ; the teport, re-echoed by
a neighbouring . mountain, lerrified the Americans o
such'a degree, that they fell down om the ground, and
the interpreler immediately made his escape. The sas
vages goon recovered from their pamic, and, by their
cries and gestures, appeared highly irritated. Waxel
did not think. proper to remuin there sny lopger, 8s the
night was coming on, the sea grew very rough, and thy
vessel wan at the'disiance of & mile and & half, '
_ Leaving the island, the Rossians steered to the south,
. in order to get.off the coast.  From 1his time til} far in
the autemn, the wind scarcely varied, excepting be-
tween W.5.W.and W.N.W, This wasa greal obstae
- cle lo the speedy return of (ke ship. Besides this, the
weather was almojt slways foggy, e that they were
romelimes 1wo or three weeks without seeing either sun
or stars, and consequently without being skl ‘o take
the allitude or correct their reckoning. It is easy to
conceive the inquietude which they must have experi-
enced, wandering in sach -nnceriainty in an wnknown
sea. 1 know not {says ene of the officers) if there be
a sitgation in the world mors disagreeable than that of
pavigating an unknown sea, I speak from experience,
and I can say with truth, that, dering the five months of
eur voyage, I kad very few hours of tranquil alaep, be-
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‘mg incesantly involved in dangers and anxiety in re
gions herelofore dnknown,”

The crew struggled with contrary winds and {empesis
till the 24th of September, wlien they again came in sight
of the fand. To ofe of the lofty monniains which were
discuvered upon it, they gave the name of St. John the
Bepitst. A brisk gale from the south rendered it dane
gerous for them to remain near the coasl, they resolved
to keep the ship to ihe wind, which soon lurning to the
vest, incressed to a violent storm, and drove the vessel

© wery far to the S. W, This tempest continued seventeen
days without intermissdon, and was so farious, that An-
drew Hesselberg, the pilot, acknowledged, that, during
the forty years in which he bad served at sea, in various
patts of the world, he had never meem any thing equal to
it. They shortened sail as much as possible, that they
might not be carried teo far ; bat, notwithstanding this
precaution, they lost much way till the 12th of October,
when the témpest abated.

The diseases, which already prevailed among the
crew, became wotse, and the scurvy extended its ra-
‘vages more ard more. A day seldom passed without
a death, and scarcely men encugh were left in health 1o
navigate the vessel. In this melancholy sitnation they
were andecided whether to return fo Kamtschatka, or
to seek some port in which they might winter on the
American coast, “The lateness of tbe season, the want
of fresh water, and the great distance from Petropaw-
lowska, appeared to render the Talter mgasure mdlspen-
sable, Ina council held on boird, it was, however, re-
sotred to attempt the former. A favorable wind spring-
ing up, they set sail, steering 1o the north at first, and
sfter (he 15th ofOctober, to the west. They passed an
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island {0 which they gave the name of St. Macarius, and

on the 29th and 30th of October they came in sight of
twe others, which by their situation, size, and figure,

theylook to be the two first of the Kurile islands.  This

opinion caused them to steer to the north, instead of
which if they had continued to run to the west two days

looger, they would bave arrived at the port of
Awatschka.

. This step was atiended with the most fatal conse-

quences. In vain they resumed their course to the

west ; they were unable to discover the coast of Kami-

schatka, and they had no hope of reaching ayy port in

such an advanced season. The crew, exposed to the.
most intense cold and incessant rain, continued to la-

bour without intermission. The a;cur\rjr had made such

ravages that the man who guided the he!lm was obliged

to be supporied lo his station by lwo of his comrades,.
who still possessed sufficient strength fo keep their legs..
When he became unable either to sit up or to steer,

- another, who was in a situation very litile better, took

his place. They durst not carry a press of sail, because

in case of necessity there was no person to.lower those

which might be too much. The sails themselves were

so worn out, that the first gale would have torn them 10
pieces, and there were not hands sufficient to- hoist the

apare sails which they had taken oul with 1hem.

-. The incessant rain, which had fallen till now, was

succeeded by hail and snow. The nighls grew longer.
and darker, and their dangers were consequently in-
creased, because they every moment. had reason to ap~
prehend that the ship would strike. At the same time

their fresh water was entirely consumed. The excessive

labour became unsupportable to the fews hands who still.
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remained. in healih, and when summoned {o their duty,
they declared themselves incapeble of any fariher exs
ertions, They impatiently expected death, which aps
peared inevilable, to deliver them from their misery.

During several days the vessel remained without a
steersman, and as if molionless on the water ; or if sha
had any movement, she received it only from the im-
[ulse of the winds and waves, lo which she was com-
signed. It would have been in vain to tesort Lo vigorous
measures with a crew driven to despair.  In this ex~
tremity Wuxel adopled a more prudent methed, spoke
with kindness (o the seatmen, exhorting them not to de-
spair entirely of the assistance of the Almighty, and
tather to make a Jast effort for their coinmon deliverance,
which was perhaps much nearer than they expected.
With this kind of lenguage, he persunded them lo
keep on deck and work the ship as leng as they were
sble.

Such was the dismal auuallon of the crew, when on
the 4th of November, they agam began to sail west=
ward, withou! knowing vither in what latitude . they
were, ur gt what dwiance from Kspitschatka, They
knew, however, that it was ounly by steering weu,
they could hepe to reach that country. What was
the joy of the Russians, when about eight i the morn-
ing, they discovered lend !

_. At this so much wished-for sight, the scamen mus.
tered up the lictle sirength they had left.  They endeav
voured to approach it, but it was still at agreat distance,
for (hey could only perceive the snow-covered surmmits
of (he mountains; and when they had come preity near
H, night arrived. The officers judged it prudent o
stand off, in order Bol to risk the loss of the'wship. The
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next morning the greatest part of the rigging on the
starboard side of the vessel was found broken lo pieces,
Nothing more was necessary to render their misfortune
complete.

‘Waxel having made his report of this new disaster lo
the commodore, received orders (o assemble all- (he offi=
cers, and to consull with them what was best to be done.
A council was aecordingly held. ‘They considered the
danger to which they were all exposed in a crazy ship,
which it was no longer possible o navigale. They
knew that the cordage which remained whole, was as
much worn as that which had broken, as the rigging
was heard snapping every moment, and gven during
the time of their deliberation. The water diminished
every day, and the sickness grew worse; they bad be.
fore suffered from the raim, but they now felt much
greater inconvenience from the cold, which, instead of
becoming wore moderate, grew every day more intense,
They determined in consequence of all these con-
siderations 1o disembark on the land which they had dis-
cvovered, as their lives would, at least, be safe there, and
probably they might find some method of getting the ship
into a place of safety,

The Russians, conformably to the decision of the
council, steered for tke tand, but only under the small ~
sails, on account of lhe weak coundition of their masts.
Al five at night, they came into 12 fathoms of water,
where they cast anchor, and veered away Lhree-fourths
of the cable, At six the cable gave way, and the
waves which were of prodigious size drove the ship®
againsta rock, on which she twice struck, and yet the
lead indicated five fathoms of water. At the same time
the sea broke with such fury against the sides of the
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vessel that she shook Lo her very keel. A sccond anchor
was thrown aut, bul the cable broke even before the
snchor appeared to have taken hold. Fortunately the
semaining one was not in readiness, otherwise in this
extremity that alse would have been thrown overboard,
and thus they would have lost all their anchors, At the

_moment when they ware busily employed in getling
ready the third anchor, a prodigicus sea look the ship,
aud drove her clear of the rock.

The Russians suddenly found themselves in ca!m
water, and anchored in four fathoms and a half, and
about 300 fathoms from the shore, The following day
they went to reconnoitre the coast. Providence had
conducied them almost miraculously to a place, which,
notwilhstanding the dangers with which it was sur-
rounded, was the only one where they could have
saved themselves. The shore, every where else way
rendered inaccessible by rocks, which projected to 2
great distance inio the sea. Twenty fathoms more 10
the northward or soulhward, the vessel would have been
dashed lo pieces, and all the crew must have perished.

The winter was now rapidly advancing. The first
care of the crew was to survey the country round the
sput where they had landed, and'to choose the mqst
commeodious place for fixing their quarters, Exhausted
with disease and fatigue, they rested, till noon, and then
hoisted out the boat, but not without great difficulty. .

On the 6th of November, at one o’clock, Liculenant,
Waxel and Steller went on share, ‘and found the land
sterile, and covered with snow. A stream which issped.
from the mountains and, fell into the sea not far from the.
spot, was not yet frozen; its water was limpid and
verygood. No trees were to be seen, nor even any
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brush-wood for fuel; the sea had, however, thrown
gome upon the beach, but being concealed beneath the
mow, it could not easily be found, This account was
not calcolated to prodace the most favourable im-
pressions, Where were they 1o procure the materiale
necessary for constructing habitations ? where could the
‘sick be placed in comfort} and how could they be pres
served from the cold ? Man, however, should never
sbandon himself to despair, for the more forlorn his
situation, the more ingenious he is rendered by neces
sity, Between the sand-hills, bordering the siream
above-mentioned, were holes of considerable depth;
these it was proposed to clean out at the bottom, lo
cover them with sails, end thus (ake shelter in them
till they could collect a sufficient quantity of dift~
wood to erect buts, In the evening Waxe) and Stelter
returned to the ship to make the:r report te the commo-
dore.

Immediately upon their return a councl was calier!
and it was resolved to send on shore the next day, all
thase of the crew whao were -still in health, to prepare
some of the holes for the reception of the sick, This
being done, on the 8th of November the weakest were
carried on shore.  Some expired as soon as they were
exposed to the air, even before they reached the deck,
others upon deck, e« in the boat, and several afler they
bad reuched the innd. The country swarmed with &
species of foves, called in the Russian language Penzi,
Sicller has given s vesy interesting account of these
animsls, which the reader will fnd iptroduced at the
eonclusion of this article in order to prevent the intere
~ muption of the maative,
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. Oa the 9th of November, the commodore, well co-
vered against the external air, was carried of shore by
four men on a kind of litter formed of two poles, crossed
awith cords. A separate hole had been prepared for his
teception. The business of removing the sick continued
every day, and not a day passed without .several of
them dying. None of those who had kept iheir beds
on board the ship recovered; they were principally
.those who out of indifference to life, or rather pusil-
danimity had suffered the disease to get the upper
dand.

The seg-scurvy begins with extreme lassilade, which
seizes the whole body, renders the man.indolent, dis
gusts him with every thing, entirely dejects his spirits,
-and gradually ferms 8 kind of asthma, which manifests
itself on the slightest movement. It usvally happens
that (he patient prefers lying down to walking, and in
this case he isinevitably lost. All the members are scon
affiicted with acute pains, the legs swell, the com-
-plexion becomes yellow, the body is covered with livid
.apots, the mouth and goms bleed, and the teeih grow
1Joose. The patient then feels no inclination to stir, aud
it is indifferent to him whether he lives or dies. These’
idifferent stages of.the disease and their effects were ob-
served on board, It was likewise remarked that some
rof the sick were seized with a f)anic, and were stariled

- at the least noise, and at every cal! that was given in the
-ship.  Others ate with a vdry hearty appelite, and did
‘not imagine themselvesin danger. The latter 1o soomer
. beard the order given for the removal of the sick, 1hap
-they guitted their hammocks and dressed them.elves, not

doubting bot that they shonld speedily recover. But
coming up from below, saturated with humidity, and
" YOL, 118 1
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out of a corrupted atmosphere, the fresh air which’
they inbaled on deck soon put a period to their fives.
Those only recovered who were not so (ar overcome
by the disease as lo be obliged continvally to keep theif
beds, who remained as long as possible on their legs and
in motion. It was owing to their vivacity, and thefr
watural gaicty that they were not dejected like the others.
A man of this disposition served at the same time for an
example, and encovraged by his conversation those who
were in the same condilion. The good effects of exer~
cise were particularly apparent in the officers, who
were conslantly employed in giving orders, and obliged
to be ondeck the greatest part of the time, to keep an
eyeon what passed.  They were always in action, and
could not lose their spirits, for they had Steller with
them. Stelfer was a.physician of the soui as well as of
the body ; cheerfuiness was his constant companion,
and he communicated it to all around him. Among the
officers the commodore was the only person who sunk
beneath the disease; his age and his constitution rkn-
dered him more disposed to rest than to activity. He,
at iength became so suspicious, and was so impressed
with the idea, that every one was his emeny, that af last
even Stelfer, whom he had before regarded as his best
" friend, durst not appear in his presence. :
Waxel and Chitiroff remained in tolerabie heahh 28
Jong as they were at sea. They remained in the ship
{ill the last, resolving thatall the crew should be pul on
shore before they repaired thither themselves. They
likewise had better accommodations on board. This
sitvation, however, had neatly proved fatal to them,
eilthet because they no longer had so much exercise, or
were expused to the nosious vapours which ascended
‘ .
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from the hold. In afew days they were taken so jif
that they were obliged to be carried from the ship to the
shore, and with proper precautiops on their removal ine
to the air, they both recovered. -

© Beerings died the 8th of December, 1741, and the
stand was called afier his name. This officer weas by
birlh a Dane.  From his early yomh he had shewn 2
passionate inclination for long voyages. He had just
relurned from the East and West Indies, when he pre-
sented himself to the czar Peter, who was then em-
ployed in creatling a navy. In 1707, he was appointed
lieutenant, and, in 1718, captain-liestenant in the feet
of that moparch, Having been from his cradle in the
rea-service, and in all the maritime’ expedrtions during
the war with Sweden, he had acquii'zd great~ experience
besides the skill necessary for's naval officer. He therew
fare appeared worthy of being sefected to-command the
two expeditions to Kamtschatka. But what a wretched
€nd, for such a celebrated man! It may almost be said
that he was buriedr alive. Having been carried on shore
with the greates! precaution, he was placed in the large
est and least incommodious hole, and'a covering way
carefully erecied over himr in the form of atent.  The
sand scon began to fall down from the sides of the hole
s which he lay, and every mbmentcovcred hirfeet. It
was immediately removed by those who attended him ;
But, at last, he would not suffer it to be taken away,
thinking he felt some-warmth from M, the vital heat hav-
ing afready forsaken the olber parls of his body. The
sand gradually accumulated, 1ill it covered him up 1o the
belly ; and when be had expired, his people were oblized
o dig him out, inorder to give him a decent interment.

- 4 few days before the death of the commadors, the

: . L2
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Russians Rad the misfortune to lose their vessel, the only.
rescurce capable of extricaling them from their forlorn
situation. She was alanchor, as we have seen above,
and exposed to the violence of a lempestuous sea, when,
in (hie night, between the 26th and 291h, a furions sierm
arose, the cable parted, and the vessel was driven a+
shore, very near the dens of the Russians. She was
found isr the morning buried in the sand to the depih of
eight ot ten feet. Upon inspection the keel and sides.
were found to be broken fo pieces. “The waler, which
antered the ship, and ran off below, had washed away
or spoiled the greatest part of the remaining prov:s:um,
eonsisting of flour, catmesl, and salt.

Situaled as the unfortunats mariners were, this km
was exlremely afflicting ; bul appoared much less when
they reflected that the vessel, though much damaged,
had been thrown upon Ihe sand at their feet, and not
cartied out lo sea; they siill enteriained hopes, that
even if she could not be got afloat again, they might,
with the materials, build a bark capable of carrying
them lo Kamtschatka.

The events wihich had occurred aince their shipe
wreck, had diverted the aitention of the Rupssians. from
two important abjects in theit siluation; in the fest
place to lake a survey of the country in which they had
landed, and, in the second, to provide for their subsiste
ence. As the latler was the more pressing of lthe twa,
ikey immediately took it inlo serfous consideration after
the loss of the ship, They wera siill jgnorant whether
they had landed on an island or a continent, whether
the country was inhabited, and were unacquaicted with
itsanimal and vegetable productions. Having deliberated:
on these suisjects, they resolved. to begin with reconsoi-
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fering the country, and to send from the east coast on’
which Lhey had disembarked and setiled, a certain nums
ber, selecled from among. the most vigorous of the crew
towards the north and scuth, Having proceeded as fan
as the rocks which projected inte the sea would permit
them, these men returned, some on ihe. third, and the
others on the fourth day after their departure:

They agreed in their reports that they had not found:
the teast trace of inhabitants, but had seenon the coast a
great number of otters.  They had likewise observed in
the interior of the country, a great quantily of blue and
black foxes, which did not run away on their approach.

. From these accounts it was justly concluded that the

country was neither frequented nor inhabited by men.
However, as the inlerior had not been sufficiently exa-
mined, and they bad-not yet penetrated 1o the coast op
posite to that on which they had landed, they again sent
out some of their namber 1o accomplish those purposes..
These men ascended a very lofty mountain, three or
four leagues from the shore ; from ils summit they dis.
covered the sea o the ea<t and west, which feft no doubt:
but that it was an island on which they bad landed.—
They found no wood, but only a few-willow shrubs on.
_the banks of the rivuiets. .
Alier reconncitering the island, they proceeded to-
examine the provisions that had been saved from the
ship. Having first deducted and stowed away eighteen
bundred pounds of flour {o serve them on their passage
from the island 10 Kamischatka ; the remainder was di-
vided into equal portions. Though these were very
.scanty,and thirty of their number died during their stay
,on the island, yet they would not have been sufficient, .
.but for the seasonable supply which the marize animale:
affurded. .
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The first whichrserved them for food were the oiters,
Their flesh was bard, bot they were obliged to put up
with it til they could procure some less disagreeable in
ts stead.  After they had ceased 1o use them for food,
the Russians kifled a great number of these animals for
the sake of their beautiful skins, nine hundred of which
ihey collected dusing their residence on the istand. In
~ the manth of March the olters disappeared, and were

. succeeded by another animal, called the sea-cat, and afs .

terwards by seals, Their flush was extremely disgast-
g to the Russians, who forlunately, now and them,
surprised & young sea-lion. The latter are excellent
eating; but they never durst venlure to atitack them
excepiing when asleep, -

The sea-cow likewise proved of great utility to the
Russians, One of these animals, which they ook,
" weighied efght thousond pounds; and furnished them

with food for a fortnight,  Their fiesh may be compared
to beef, and the fat, with whieh. it is covered to the
depth of three or four inches, resembles that of pork.
This they melted down and used instead of butter.
They hikewise salted a considerable quantity of he flesh,
and filled several casks, which they added to the provi-
sion destined for their veyage to Kamtschatka, Du-
ring their residence on the island, two whales were like-
wise cast on shore, and these furnished them with an
abundant supply when ether marine animak failed.

On the melting of the snow, about the end of March,
1742, the Russians began to think serioosly of their re-
turn. Being all dssembled, to the number of foriy-five,
they look into consideration the means of returning ta
Kamtschatka. The state of perfect equality, in which
they had lived, since their Janding on the island, pro-
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duced a variety of opinions, whicls ware warmly sup-
ported by those with whom they originaied. Waxel,
to whum (he command, by right, devolved, conducted
himseff under these circumstances with great art and
prudence. Withou! giving uffence 1o the authers of the
different plans, he opposed them toeach other, and de-
. stsoyed them by means of a third, which he again over-
threw by objections, which appeared unanswerable.—
Allengih he and Chitroff, who acted in concert, pro
posed tbeir opinjon, which was te take we vessel to
pieces, and {0 coustroct another of smaller size, bul suf-
ficiently spacious te hold all the crew and the provisions.
In discussihg the business, they laid gevat siress op the
consideration, that.all those who had suffered together
wenid not be separated ; that nome would be left be
hind ; that if a pew misfortune occurred, they would be
together, and that none ofithews wonid be exempted
from it.  This opiriop being uranimously approved of,

a paper was drawn up to Lhat efiect, and signed by all -

the crew. The favourable weather at the beginning
of April permilted them lo putit ia execution, The
whele month was employed in breaking up the ship,
und the officers, by their diligence, set a lzudable exam~
ple to the rest,

On the 6tk of May they began to work upen their
mew vassel, which was forty feet in length, and thirteen
wide. She had but one mast and one deck, with a ca-
bin at the steen and a kitchen at the head. Al the same
time they likewise buoilt a boat eapable of holding nine
o7 ten porsons,

The vessel being completed, was Taunclied on the

10th of August, and named the.St. Peter, afrer the ship,
" from the remains of which she had been constructed.
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The balls and superfluons iron-work served for ballasts.
A calm, which continued six days, enabled them to fix
the mast, rudder and sails, and to take en board the
provisions.

On the 16th they put tosea; and, with the help of
oars, got clear of the rocks and shallows near the island,
They then set their sails to take advaniage of a breeze
which sprung up. They had (he satisfaction to find that
their vessel was an excellent sailer, and might be
managed with the grealest facility. On the 181k
they were overlaken by a contrary wind, which blew
with great violence at $.W, Being apprehensive of a
tempest, they resolved to lighten the vessel by throw-
ing overboard part of their ballast. On the 25th, they
came in sight ef Kamtschaika, and, on the 27th cameto
an anchor in the harbor of Petropawlowska.

It is scarcely possible to express the transports of the
Russians, when they again found themselves in 1he midst
- of comfort and abundance. Afier passing the winler at
Peatropawlowska, they again embarked in the month of
May, and arrived at Ochotzk, Wasxel repaired to Ja-
kutsk, where he remained during the winter.  In Octo-
ber, 1743, he arrived at Jeniseisk, at which place he
found Captain Tschirikoff, who soon afierwards received
an order from the semate to repair (o Petersburg; on-
which Waxel succeeded him in the command of the
crews of boih vessels, With these he proceeded to the -
same city, where he arrived in the month of January,
1749, which may be considered as the conclusion of the
secand expedition to Kamtschatka, aflera period of six. -
Aeen years from its commencement, - :

The Asetic fox, of which the Russians found such .
vumbers in Beerings’ Island, is of a blueish grey color. .
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The hair is very thick, long, and soft, the nose sharp,
and the edrs short, and almost hid n the fur.  The taib
is shorter, bat more bushy than that of the common fox.
The following is the account given by Stefler, of the ha=
bita and manners of this extraordinary animal.

*¢ During my unfortunate abode on Becrings’ Islnnd
1 had oppertunities, mote than enough, of studying the
pature of this animal, which far exceeds the common
fox, in impudence, cunning, snd roguery.

# They forced themselves into our habitations by
night as well as by day, stealing all 1hat they couid cars
ry off; even things that were of no use to them, as
knives, sticks, and ciothes. They were so inconceiva-
bly ingenious, as to roll down our casks of provisions,
several poods * in weight, and then steal the meat out
of them so ably, that, at first, we could not bring oure
seives to gacribe the theft to them. As we have stripped
sn gnimal of its skin, it has coften happened that we
could not avoid stabbing {wo or three foxes, from their
repacily in taking the flesh out of cur hands,

“ if we buried it ever so carefully, and even added
stones tothe weight of earth that was upoen i, they nol one
1y found it out, bul, with their shbulders, shoved away the
stones, lying under them, snd helping oneanother with
" all theirmight, If, in order tosecure it, we put an anis
mai on the top of a high post, in the air, they eithor dug
up the earth at the bottom, and thus tumbled the whole
down, or one of them clambercd up, and with incredi-
ble artificeand dexterity, threw down what was upon #t.

They watched all our motions, and'accompaniad ua

* The pood is equai to forty Russian pounds, each of which s
sgmewhat lees than an English pruud,
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" in Whatever we were abont to do. If the sea threw
upan animal of any kind, they devoured it before we
conld gel up to rescue it frem them ; if they could not
consume the whaole ef it al once, they dragged it in
portions to the mountains, where they buried it under
slones before our eyes, running to and fro, as long as
sny thing remained to be conveyed away. While this
was doing, others stood on guard and watched vs, If
they saw any one coming ai & distance, the whole troop
would combine at once and begin digging all together
in the sand, il a beaver, or sea-bear would be so com-
pletely buried under the surface, that not a trace of it

"could be seen. In the nighi-lime, when we were
asleep, they came and pulied off our night-caps, and
stole our clothes [rom under our heads, with the beaver
coverings, and the skins we lay upon. In comsequence
of this we always slept 'with our clubs in our hands,
that if they awoke us, we might drive them away or
knock them down.

“ When we made & halt te rest.by the way, they ga»
thered around us, and played a thousand {ricks m eur
view, and when we sat still they approached us so
pear, that they gnawed the thongs of our shoes. IF
we lay down, as if intending to sleep, they came and
smelt at our noses, to try whether we were dead ox
slive; if we held our breath, they gave us such a fug
by the pose as if they would bite it of.  On oux first
arrival they bit off the toes, fingers, and noses of the
dead, while we were preparing the grave, and throng-
ed in such a manner about the infirm and sick, that it
was wilh d:ﬁ'culty we could keep them off.

_ # Every mormng we saw these audacious animals
palroiling about aniong the sea-lions and sea-bears,, ly»
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ing on the strand, smelling at such as were asleep, to
discover whether seme one of them might not be dead ;
if that happened to be the case, they proceeded to dis-
sect him immediately, and gocn alterwards all were at
work in dragglucr the parts away ; because the sea-
lions sometimes in their sleep over- lay their young,
they every morning examined, as if conscious of (his
circumstance, the whole herd of -them one by one, and
immediately dragged away the dead cubs from their
dams.

“ As they would not suffer us to be al rest either
by night or day, we became so exasperated at them,
that we killed young and old, and plagued them in eve-
ry way we could devise. When we awoke in the
morning, there always lay two or three that hatd been
knocked on the head in the night; and, I can safely
affirm, that, during my stay in the island, I killed above
two bundred of these animals with my own hands. On
the (hird day afler my arrival, I knocked down upwards
of seventy of them with a glub, within the space of
three hours, and made # covering lo my hut of their skins.
They were so ravenous, that with one hand we could
haold 10 them a piece of flesh, and, with a stick or axe in
the other, could knock them on the head. '

* Fram all the circumstances that eccurred doring
our stay, il was evident that these animals could never
before have been acquainted with mankind, and that
the dread ofman is not mnate in brules, bat must be
grounded on long experience.”
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_ gMRKATI\;'E OF THE LOSS O¥
HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP THE REPULSE,

Of sixty-fowr Gans, on the Cuoast of ‘France, March 10, 1809,
Is a Letter from gne of the Officers,

The Repulse is detached to cruize off Brest-—Aecident to Captain
Almy---The Ship strikes on & Rock—8he gets offi—Is nearly
filled with Water-—~Narrow Escape of the Ship--She rons
nground—The Crew save themsclves in 1he Boats—Part of
them escape in the Cutter—--They arrive at Guernsey,

THE Repulse was one of the ships belonging 1o he
Channel-fleet, under the command of Sir Alan Gardner,
bat bad been detached for'the purpose of intercepting
provision vesselsgoing into Brest On the night of the 101h
of March, 1800, she struck on a sunken rock, supposed
to be the Mace, about twenty-five leagues south-east of
Ushant, The crew made good a landing on one of the
Glenen islands, about two miles from the contiment,
Here the captain, and most of the officers, were made
prisoners, and sent to Quimper ; but Mr. Rothery, the
first-tieutenant, Mr. Gordon, the Ffih, Mr, Finn, the
master, two midshipmen, and eight seamen, got inle
the large culter ; and, o the fourth day after leaving the
ship, during which.interval they expesienced bad wea-

ther, and were, at timgs, near perishing, atrived sale at
Guernsey.

-
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The following lefter. from one of the officers who es-
caped, to his Tather, gives a full account of the Joss of
the Repulse, and likewise of the adventures of the beat’s
crew, from the lime of their qu:l'lmg the ship till their-
arrival at Guernsey,

Guernsey, Mardh 13, 1800,
My dear Father;

T emsaace the opportanity of a packet sailing for
England, lo acquaint you with the unfortunate fate of
the Repulse.—Coming off the Penmarks, in company
with the Agamemnon, on Saturday last, (the ninth of
March), it then blowing a very heavy gale of wind,
Captain Alms was thrown down the compaiion-ladder,
by the rolling of the ship ; by which accidenl some of
kis ribs wete broken, and he was much bruised. The
same day we parted company -with the Agamemnon in
chuse of a strange sail to leeward, and, about six in the
evening, we came up with, and re-captured, the Prin-
cess-Royal packet, from the West-Indies. Next morn-
ing, Captain Alws finding himself much worse, resolved
to put into Torbay., We accordingly bore up and shaped
3 course, which; if our reckoning had been correct,
would have carried us far enough to the westward of
Ushant, But unfortunately, owing 1¢ the thickness of the
weather, (not having bad an observation for some days)
and to the different set of the tides which are very
strong on this coast, (he ship had got nearly three degrees
to the east of her reckoning, and, at twelve o’cleck the
same night, going under an easy sail, (having onfy treble-
reefect top-sails down on the cap), that the prize might
.be able- 0 keep up, breakefs were discovered right.
ahead. It was extremely foggy, and the ship was goiag”

ver. . K '
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at the rate of about seven knots, with the wind almost
right aft, so that our endeavors to clear the danger were -
ireffectual. In a moment the ship struck with great -
violence, and was instantly so completely surronnded -
.with rocks, that we could not even see the opening by
which we had entered, In this dreadful sitvation we
conlinued nearly three quarters of an hout, the ship,
from the great surf that ran among the rocks, striking so
violently, that we every moment expected she would go
to pieces.

. Ishall not attempt to describe the appearance of so
many ruen, with certain, and almost instant death, stating:
them in the face ; but I cannnt forbear observing that
those, whom I had ever considered the greatest repro-
bates, now became the grealest cowards, and were s
overcome by their aw/lul situation, ihat.they were lo-.
tally unable to ‘exert themselves for their own preserva-
tion. We had no hopes of delivgrance. The prize-
was, indeed, in company, and we kept fiting guna:to,
inform her of our danger. It wae, however, abso-,
lutely impossible for us to receive any assistance from
that quarter, and, if our firiog enabled her lo pscape her-
self, it was as much as we.could expect,  That nothing
on our part might be lefi untried, the sails were heaved
aback, and, with the divine assistance, the ship backed.

- astern, clear of the daoger..

Qur joy on this ocgasion was, however, of shart du«
ralion, for the ship madeiso much water, that in half an -
hout it'_rea',ched as._high as the orlop-deck, and the rud..
der having lost all command, there appeared 1o bena

other. chance .of saving our lives, than by. running for:
the coastof France. Agcordingly, having got her head'
r?und to 9c eastward, we made all the sail we could..

-
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We had now sufficient employment for all hands; some
were busy at the pumps, others wereengaged in throw~
ing the guns overboard, and otherwise lightening the
"ship; while others sgain were employed in lining a sail
with beds, blankets, &c. which being got over the bows,
and bowsed tatght up te the ship’s botiom, was of very
great service. The water being considerably above the
orlop-deck, we were enabled to bale at each hatchway ;
by which, and the wonderful exertions of men actuated
by the fear of death, we were enabled to keep her afloat
1ill fiveo'clock, when, to our inexpressible joy, the ecla
of the report of one of our guns atnounced our being
rear the land, tire fog being so thick that we could not
see the Jenglh of the ship. But judge what must have
been our sensations, when we found ourselves within
half a ship’s length of. a lee-shore, bounded by a pre-
cipice as ligh as our mast-head, against which the sea
broke with excessive violence, and on which we were
running with great rapidity. The only chance of pre-
servation we now had, was by letting go an anchor,
which, however, did not bring us up, At the moment
when we expected to be dashed (o pieces, our jib-boom
almost touching the precipice, Providence again inter-
posed in our behalf, and the.eddy wind, reverberating
from the rack, took the sails aback, and most ‘miracu-
Jously saved us from destraction,

We now cut the cable, and the ship drified along the
shore, Lill we cleared a rugged point, about a quarter of
a mile (o the leeward of us, when she filled, and ran up
ander a weather shore, which being very high, sheltered
us & good deal. Here we grounded; but, from the
heavy surf, the ship continued striking with such vio-
lence, that we were afraid she woold go to picces be-

K 2
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fore we could lecave her. We therefore made what
laste we could in getiing the boat outl, and then cut
away the masts, when she Jay tolerably easy.

As I had early in the morning resolved within myself
to atlempt escaping in one of the baats, rather than be
made prisoner,. | mentioned my design to Mr. Gordon,
the fifth lieatenant, who readily agreed to accompany
me. The eight-oared cutter being hoisted, I gol into
her, as she was the best boat for the purpose, under pre-
tesice of seeking a landing-place ; and baving taken on
board as many men as she could conveniently carry, I
landed them to the leeward of a point ubort 2 mile from
the ship, and thenreturned for another cargo. Having
disclosed my plan to the boat’s crew, I sent one of them
on board the ship for a compass, boat’s mast, sails, &c.
but, 1o my infinite mortification, he could get only a
cotmpass, the boal’s sails being down in the store-room
The pilot now came inte my boat to go om shore, |
thought if I could secure him it would be a great point, ’
and 1 was glad to obtain his concurrence.

I bad made four or five more trips beiween tbe ship
and the shore, when Mr. Rothery, the first lieutenant,
called 10 me to take him on board, which I did, and
was agreeably surprised to find, that Mr. Gordon had
acquainted him with our secret, that he was reselved to
. go with us, and had made some provision for the voy-
age. [t consisted of some pieces of hung-beef, which,
though raw, was better than noihing, a8 small quantity
of bread, and half-a-dozen of brandy, as he imagined,
but which afterwards proved to be wine. When 1
. menlioned eur want of sails, he replied, that we must
make shift o supply that deficiency with some table-
cloths and sheets he had brought with him.
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. We atill continued going and returnisg, till zlmost
all the people were landed ; and, on our way had fortu.
nately picked up the jolly-boat’s mast acd sail, and the
masts and yarde belonging tc several other boats, so0 thit
the only article we row wanied was water, | recob
Jected the fire.cask in the mizen-chains, which we de-
sired a man w push overboard. Having picked it up
and taken it in, with Mr. Gordon, we again commitied
ourselves 10 the mercy of the waves, and the care of
' Providence.

Bul before | leave the ship, it will be proper to men~
tions the number of lives that were fost. When we first
struck upon the rock, Ave of the.crew, whose apprehens
sions were too powerlul for any other consideration, got
into a boat that was hung over the quarter, and, in their
hurry to escape, cut one of the tackles by which the bomt
was suspended, white they kept the other fast. The
boat, consequently, hung by one¢ end, and they were
all thrown oul and drowned.

1 forgot to meniion that, while the boats were eme
ployed in landing the people, those on board had throwa
the ends of several hawsers on shore, which lhe pea-
saniry made fast to the rock, and which being havied
taught on board, they could go on shore upen them with
great ease,  Two men, however, being intoxicated, feil
off the hawsers inlo the water, and perished, These,
together with four marines, who lay upon deck dead
drunk al the time we came away, and who, I believe
were not afterwards carried on shore, are, ws faras I
know, sil that suffered om this occasion. 1 shall now
return to the boat.

Haviag a fair wind, we set the jolly-hoat’s sail for a
forgsail, then made a sparing breakfast, and thought te

x3
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recruit our spirits with & dram, when, to our great dis-
‘appointment, we found we had nothing but wine. This .
was nol the greatest of our misfortunes, lor, upon broach-
ing our water, we found it so strongly impregnated with
the varnish, wilh which the cask bad so frequently been
laid over, that it was scarcely drinkable, and even made
some of us sick ; but we consoled ourselves with the re-
flection, thatr its bad quality wouid make it last the
longer. - o
One of the men having, fortunalely, some sail
needles in his pucket, all hands tarned to sail-making,
some sewing, and others unlaying rope and making it
into iwine. A table-cloth and 'a sheet sewed together
made an excellent mein-sail, and out of a piece of ‘can-
vas we happened lo have in the boat, we contrived to
make & mizen-sail, so that in a couple of hours we had
‘8 eompleie suit,
© Aboul twelve o'clock, we were much alarmed by
being becalmed afnong the Penmark rocks, and were
obliged to pull hard to avoid being dashed to pieces
against them, . We soon afterwards had a fine breeze,
and about frve, found ourselves close in with the fand,
a few miles to the southward of Cape Raz. The wind
was so scant, that we cosld barely lie along shore, and
were obliged (o pass under a large fort and several sig-
nal-pests, at each of which the enemy had a gun, so.that -
we every moment expected to be fired at. ] bélieve,
" by our being so badly rigged, and our white sail, they
took us for Frenchmeen, Several of us took off our hats,
end tied handkerchiefs round our heads, which I think
also gided the deception,
About dusk, we had another nerrow escape ameng
a recf of rocks, which lay off Cape Raz, and u pon which
5 : -
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we were set by a very heavy swell and a strong tide.
Tt was now neatly dark, and, as it had every appearance
of blowing hard, we ran down into & deep bay, a little
1o the southward of Brest harbor, parposing to cenve Lo
an anchor Gll the morning ; bot, in Juffing wp round a -
point, under which we intended to take shedter, we were
much surprised by the appearance of semething like a
- fort, and soon found our fears resfized, when the
centinel hailed us in French, which he did iwice. We
now bore up, and made sail from it as fast as we could,
and I fancy were out of reach before they could get a
-gun ready, as we saw several lights moving about from
place to place,

Some of the boat’s crew now thought our undertakmg
30 desperate, that they proposed lo survender rather than
Tun any fariber risk. It was however agreed, to wait till
day-light, and we, accordingly, came 1o an ancher in the
middle of the bay. not daring to irst ourselves any more
inshore. About eleven, the wind having moderated,
and the moon shining bright, we got under way and ran
between the Saints and the main, which i a very dane
‘gerouns passage. By two o’ciock next morning we were
clear of Ushant, having also passed between that and
the main. We were now in high spirits, fo lhink we
had got ¢lear of the coast of France, and regaled our-
selves with an additional glass of wine; having alse a
fair wind for England, which continued ail that day.
tll about four in the afierncon, when, to our great dis~
tress, it fell calm, at a time, when, by the distance we
had run, we compuied ourselves only eight leagues
from Plymouth. We now tock Lo our oars, bul made
very little progress, At'seven, a breeae sprung up from
the northward, and, at eight, il blew very hard with a
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heavy sea. 'Thé gale continued to increase Lill eleven,
when our situation became very alarming ; exposed to
a gale of wind, in the middle of the English channel in
an open boat, with the sea breaking over us in such a
manner, thal we 1magmed each succeeding wave would
overwhelm us.

"The pilot now proposed, as the only chance we had
remaining to bear up for Guernsey or Jersey. 'Fo this
we all would readily have agreed, but were of opinion
that if we once put the boat before the sea, she would
immediately fil. During our consultation, a singular
cawse occurred, which determined us 1o follow the pi-
lot’s advice, Three distinct flashes of lightning were
perceived at regular intervals in the 5.E. which was ex-
actly in the direction the islands bore from us. This,
the superstition of the boat’s crew immediately inter-
preted as a signal from heaven. We therefore bore up,
and steod in the same direction in which we saw the
lightning.. By proper attention, and always keeping
the boat end an 1o the sea, we found that she scudded
much better than we could have imagined.

Next moening the gale rather abated; and about -
two o'clock in the afterneon, to our inexpressible joy,
we discovered the island of Guernsey, but the wind fal-
ling towards evening, we were prevenied from making
the land tili the following morning.”
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NARRATIVE OF THE LOSS OF
H1S MAJESTY'S SHIP NAMUR,

Of sevehty-four Guna, near Fort St. David’s, in the Eust-Indies,
April 13, 1749, By Lieutenant James Alms.

B . e —

Dreadful Storm at Fort St. David's, in whigh the Namur and Pem-
brokd are’ wrecked—--Letrer of Liegtenant Rims—--The Namur
springs a Leek—Separates ut the Chesstree-—Some of the Crew
suve themselves on the Hooms—-They reach the Shore—Artive
«t Porio Novo--Humane Treatment of the Dutch.

PART of the fieet under Admiral Boscawen, being at
anchor on the 12th of April, 1749, in the road of Fort
St. David’s, it began 10 blow maost vielently from the
N.N.W. The next mourning the wind suddenly shifled,
blowing with still greater fury from the east, and then
_chauged to she south, In this storm the Namur of se-
venty-four guns foundered, and only twenty-three of her
crew were saved. The admiral, captain, and several
ef her officers, were -fortunately on shore. The Pem-
broke of sixty guns was wrecked on a hank near Porto
Nove, and out of a crew of 342 persons, only twelve
escaped. The Lincoln and Winchelsea, East-Indiamen,
were likewise wrecked, but their crews were saved,
Mr. Alms, of the Namur, gives the following account

of the loss of that ship, and of his own preservation in

a letter to Mr. Ives: )
We were at anchor in the Namur in Fort St. Da-
vid’s road, Thursday, April i3, 1749. In the mowning
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purpose, we returned to the place where we had left
our calamaran, and, 1o cur no small uneasiness, found
that it was gone. Day-light appeared, when we
found ourselves on a sandy bank, a litile 10 the south
watd of Porio Novo, and, as there was & river run-
ning between us and this Dulch seltlement, we were
under the necessily of fording it, and soon rfterwards
artived at Porto Novo, where we were received with
much hospitality, From our first landing, till our arrival
at Porto Novo, we lost four of our company, twoat the'
. place where we were driven ashore, and twe in crossing
the river.

Aflter we had sufficiently relreshed ourselves at’
Porto Nove, the chief there was so obliging as 0 acs
commodate me with clothes, a horse, and a guide to
carry me to Fort St. David, where ] arrived about noon
the day folbowing, and immediately wailed on the ad~
miral, who received me very kindly indeed ; but s0 ex-
cessive was the concern of that great and good man
for the loss of so many poor souls, that he could not
find utterance for those questions he appeared desirous
of asking me concerning the particulars of our disaster.
. Till I reached Porto Novo, you beheld me ship~

. wrecked and naked; 1 must again repeat it, that the
" Dutch received, refreshed, and kindly conveyed me to
~my truly honorable patron, through whose kindness and
“humanity I am not only weli clothed and eomforted, but

am zlsc made lieutenant of the Syren, from which ship I

date this letter. Iam, e,

JAMES ALMS.
P.5. There were only tweniy-three of us saved on
the wreck ; tweniy of whom came ashore on the boomns.
Eowarp lves, Esq. .
e

tu
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NARRATIVE OF THE LOBS OF
HIS MAJESTY'S SHiP PEMBROKPE,
Of sixty Guns, on Colderoon Poinf, near Fort $t. David, in the
. East-Indres, Aprit 13, 1749, ’

BY MB. CAMKRIDOGT, THE MASTEN
v e

The Pembroke encownters s dreadful Storm—THer Cable partsa
She loses her hiain and Mizen -masts- -She strikes—A lew of the
Crew save themselves on the Forccastle---Most of thein are
washed gway---The Muster and sume otiiers lash themselves to
the Cat-head- -Are teken off the Wreck by sowe Mahrattas—,
Barbarcus Treatmeut they expericnved—1heir Literview with
the King—1hey are conlined in 3 Dungeon—Their Excape,

TH E melancholy fate of the Namur, which was lost at
{he same time and place as the Pembroke, has already
been related. The calamity which betel the latier, was,
if possible, stili mose deplo:able. Out of her whole crew,
only 12 persons were saved, her commander, Captain
Fincher, and absut 330 men weie drowned, among
whom were ali the oflicers excepling a captain of ma-
rines. The fullowing particulars of this divader are
* given by an eyc-wiiness, Mr. Cambridge, the master.
About ten o'clock in the moming of the 13th of
April, it blew fresh, the wind at N.E. by E. and a great
sea began to come it ¢ we having then a cable oat, the
captain ordered haif a cable mnre to be vecred away.
At one in the afternoon it blew very hard, the wind at
N.E. His majesty’s ship Namaur, lying about a cable’s
length within us, and abaft our beam, 1 went to the cap~
tain, as did likewise the lientenants, and desired him to
VoL, I, L
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go o sea. He replied, he could not answer to go te
" sea unless the Namur did (on board which rear-admiral
Boscawen’s flag was flying} but ordered all our poris to
be barred in and well secured,

At three o’clock T went to the cap!am, who was sick,
and in his eabin, and again desired him to go to sea,
He seemed angry, and waid he could noy, giving the
same reason as before, nor would be suffer any more ca-
ble 1o be veered away. At the same time the ship rode
hard, strained much, and made water.

At five, the ses increasing, our cable parted, and
we cast our head pff to the sea, otherwise we should
have fallen on board the Namur. We immediately set
1he fore and mizen-sails, got on board the main-tack, and
set our miain-sail, fore and mizen stay-sails ; at the same
time some of our peuple were employed in heaving in
the cable, for the captain would not have it cat, This
took up some time: it blew so very hard that the ship
would not bear any more sail.

At six, there being a great head sea, we made very
little way, and were ebliged to set both pumps to work.
At balf past eix our main-sail split in pieces: we got
down the yard in order to bend a new sail ; but it blow-
ing hard, the ship lay down so much that we could not
get the sail to the yard, At eight, the carpenler sent
word to the captain, that the hip gained upon them
much, and had {our feet water in her hold,

‘At haif past eight our tiller broke short off at the rud-
der-head, and we likewise found onc of the rudders
chains briken: the sails we had now set were our forea
sail, mizen, and fore-stay-sails. The sea made = free
JPpassage over us, and the ship being waler-logged, we
hagled up our fore-sail to ease her, but expected to go

*
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down every minute. Inhauling down our fore-stayaail,
it split; and, as [ locked aft from the forecastle, [saw the
main and migen-masts gone, though I never besrd them”
go. By this time the ship righted much, and, in ahout
seven minutes, the fore-mast went hy (he board, but the
bowsprit held fast, Our pumps were kept continually
working., The third lienterant being on the quarter-
deck, sent forward to me to clear and fet go tiie smafls
bower anchor, which was immediately done. We
found the ship drive to shore very fact,

A half-past ten, we had eight feel water in the held,
and kept slf the pumps working,  About eleven we
fotind the ship settle ; the depth of water twelve or four-
teen fathome. The anchor, thea brought the ship up,
but the cable parted in a féw minute<: 1hen we let go
the sheet-anchor, which was all we had. The sea now |
making a free passage aver us again, broks and tore a-
way our boats and boums. The cheet-cable tore out witly
" such violence, that no person coald venture near it, till
tha clench brought up the ship: hul the sea came with
such force, and was sa very high, that in the hollow of
the sea the ship struck, and the cable immediately
parted, : :

It twas now near iwelve o’clock ; the ship struck fore
and aft, but aball very hard, The chird lieutepant was
near me when the ship frst struck, but | saw no more
of him afterwards. T kept the forecastle, uccompanied
‘by ihe boatswain, cook, dnd about eight men more. |
got myself lashed to the bitts before the ship took heel,
but shifted myself over to windward when she began Lo
heel, and fashed myself as before; the sea continunlly
beating over us.  About two ! saw the captain’s cabin
washed away, and the ship almost on her breadside.

L2
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When day-light came, we were sisteen men on the
forecastle, aml tour hanging abafi 1o the timber-heads 3
“but tiree of the latter got on » piece of the wreck which
was loose, and drove away; the uvlher was drowned.
All thes time the sca came over us in a dreadful manner,

80 thal we could scarcely take brearh,

About eight o'cluck, nine men were washed off the
forecasle,  We could now see the trees on shore bes .
tweer 1the seas, Al nine, the boalswain and cook were
washed away fiom each side of e, on which 1 re-
moved 1o the cathead, as did likewise another man.
About ten, all onr men were washed away, excepting
those who were lashed 1o the cal-head. We judged
that we were aboul two miles off the shore; we coni-
nued there ail (be day; the sea bealing over us inces-
sanily, so that we had litie time to fetch breath, or speak
lo one another, Al noon, we found the sea to come
every way upan us, and could perceive that the wind
having shifled was the cause of it. This part of the
wreck kept together, but night coming on, we had a
dismal prospect before us, without any bopes of refief,
About midnight, the sea abaied, so that we could speak
to ane anather for the space of two or three minutes to
gether; but I found myself so weak, having been sick
ever siuce we arrived in the couniry, thal when the sea
washed me on one side in my lashing, 1 was not able to
help myself up, but was obliged to get my compamon
1o assist me,

At day-light T found myself much weaker and very
thirsty. The sea at this time came over us once in a
quarter of an hour.  We found the wreck much nearer
the shore than yesterday. Aboul noon we found the.
sea much abated, so that it seldem came over us, and the
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wealher began to be fine, but I felt extremely faint,
About lwo or three o'clock we saw two/paddy-boats
coming along shore, about a mile without us. We.
spread out a bandkerchief, which T had abbut my neck,
that the boats might see us. OCne of them seemed to

- edge towards us for some minutes, but hauled off again,

We then saw several catamarans near the shore, which
we judged Lo be fishing. We spread abroad the hand-
kerchiefagain, but none of them approached us.  Soon
afterwards we saw several people pather logether on
shore ; the sun began lo grow low, so that we judged
it to be abuut five o'clock, Al last, we saw two of the
catamarans above-mentioned coming lowards s, with
three black men on each, who took us off the wreck, and
carried us on shore.

As soon as we were landed, we found ourselves sur-
rosnded by about three hundred armed men. My com-
panion told me we had fallen iuto the hands of the Mah»
rattas, who were al this time at war with the English,
They ordered us to come off the catamarans, I strove to
rise, but I found myself so weak, and my legs so terribly
bruised, that I could not get up ; on which some of théem
came and lifted me off, and laid me upon the sand, for-
I was unable to stand. I made a signa! to them that I

" wanted some water to drink ; but they gave me none,
- and only laughed at our condition. Their commander

ordered them Lo strip us, which they did quite paked,
As I was not able 10 walk, they led us partof the way

o Davecotta, a fort belonging 10 them, and there pyt us

into-a canoe, and carried us up a river to the wali of

the fort,  About ten that night, they put us within the

walls and laid us on the ground, where we had nothing

10 cover us but the heavens ; an.d about eloven, broughl

L3
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us u littls rice, with some water. Great numbers of
people gathered round os, leughing at us, snd expres-
sing greai conlempt and derision, .

The country pecple flocked daily to the fort to see us,
but none of them shewed us the least pity; on the con-
wrary, they laughed and threatened us with death. Wa
stept very liltie the first night on account of the cold,
. mnd the risk we ran of our lives, these barbarians have
ing signified thst they wonid cul us in pieces with theit
ssbres. ‘When day-light appeared, and the gates were
vpened, 1 wasvery ill. 1 had a dysentery, end my legs
were so much swelled, that [ concluded [ had rot long
o live, at least, if I did not receive some relief. [ ace
goainted my comrade with my situation, and hegged
him, if he should ever be so fortunate o3 to return to Eo-
gland, to inform my friends in what manaer 1 had termi-
vated my career. Some days we received rice, and
others we bad nope.  On Lhe seventh day they gave me
some lamp-cil, with which [ fomented my legs, and thia
simpie applioation sfforded meo considerable refief,

QOur lodging-place was between the gale-ways; and,
when we bad been there fourteen or fifteen daye, they
earried us-into the country, Though my legs were much
better, yet still I could not walk; and my companion
was extremely wesk, which 1 believe was owing to the
want of mora victuzls.  So they put usinto dooleys, or
cradles, fastened together with ropes, which they got
from the wreck.

Abont fonr o'clock on the fifteenth day, they carrmd
m about twelve miles, to their king, whd"was encamped
against our company’s troeps. That prirce examined
w8 & long time, apd enquired whether we were officerss
k replied in the negalive, conceivingythat’ an-acknow~



LOSS OF THE PEMBROXE, 113

ledgment of that kind would render our escape much
more difficult. He was’ desireus Lhat we should entes
into his service, but we told him, by means of the im
terpreters, who were three Dutchmen, that we coulid
not consant to it, Fe promived we should want for no-
thing if we would accept his offers, but we persisied in
replying tbat we were ioo ill to be capable of sarving,
He ordered refreshment to be given us, of which we
stood in great need, having scarcely taken any nourishe
ment since the dey we fell into the hands of his subjects,
. The interpreters asked ns whether we chose o eater
into the king’s service, or to go lo prison ; (o which we
answered, that we coald not resolve to fight against oae
countrymen,

At sun-set we deparied. Our condectors having
halted tilt three o’clock in the morning, we agsin set out,
sad continued our march till noon, when they again
siopped two hours to take some refreshment, and after«
wards directed their course to the south-west. Wear»
rived (hat night st a fort, and were immediately put into
a dapgeon.  There we foand two other prisoners, one
of them our shipsmale, and the other a deserter from the
eompany’s iroops.

The next moming they opened the gates, and.made
sgrs to us to come out. My companions complied, but
1 chose rather to stay where I was, as 1 foand myself
extremely weak, and my legs were covered with uleers,
I begpod them to give me a fittle lamp-oil to foment
them, which they did. Qur only noutrishment was
watet and a quart of rice a dsy, though there were four
of us, and = small pot of grease instead of butter, I
rubbed my legs with the wil and grease, and on the
fourth day foand myvelf moch betier, which gave me
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it blew fresh, wind N.E. At noon we veered away fo
a cable and a half on the small bower, From one to
four o’clock we were emiployed in setling ap the lower
rigging. Hard gales and squelly, with a very great sea,
At six o'clack the ship rode very well, but half an howr
afterwards had four feet water in her hold. We imme-
diately cat the small bower cable, and stood to sea un-
der our courses.  QOur mate, who cut the cable, was ap
to his waict in water ai the bitts. At half past seven
we had six feet waler in the hold ; when we hauled up
our courses, and heaved overboard most of our upper-
deck snd all the guarter-deck gunsto-the leeward. By
three-quarters afler eight the water was op to our orlop
gratings, and there was a great quantity between decks,
so that the ship was water-logged ; when we cut away
all the masts, by which <he righted. At the sume time
we manned the pumps, baled, and scon perceived that
we gajed upon the <hin, which put us in great spinis,
A little after nine we scunded, and found ourselves in
nine fathoms water ; the master called to cut away the
sheet-anchor, which was done immediately, and we
veered away to a hitle beller thana cable; but, befure
the ship came head to the <es, she parted at the chess-
tree, By this time it blew a hursicane, It is easter to
conceive than to describe what a dismal, melanchaly
scene now presented itself—the shriekings, cries, -
mentatiohs, ravings, despair, of above five hundred poor
wrdlches verging on the brink of eternity ! :
I had, however, presence of mind to consider, (hat
the Almighty was at the same time alinerciful, and ex-
perienced consofation in the reflection that I ‘had ever
pot my whole (rust in him. In & short prayer I then
implored his protetion, and jumped overboard. The
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water, at that time, was ap to the gratings of tire poop,
from which I leaped. The first thing I grappled wasa
capstan-bar, by means of which;, incompany with se-
ven more, I got to the davit;* bat, in-less than an hour,
I-had the melancholy sight to behold them all washed
away, and myself remain upon it alane. and almost ex-
hausted. I had now been above twé hours in the water, '
when, to my unspeakable joy, I saw alarge raft, with
2 great many men driving towards me. When it came
near, I quitted the davit, and with great difficulty swam
io the raft, upon which I got, with the assistance of one
of our quarter-gunners, The raft proved 5 be the Na-
mar's booms,  As soon as we were able we lashed the
booms close-together, fastened a plank across, and by
these means made n good ‘catamaran.

It was by this time one ¢’clock in the motning; soon
aftetwands, the seas were so mountainows as to turn our '
miachine upside’ down, but providentially, with the'loss
of orly pne man.  About four, we strauck ground with
the-Looms, and, in a very short time, all the survivors
reached the shore. After having returned thanks to God
for his 2imost miraculous goodness towards us, we took '
eachother by the hand, for it was not yet day, and still
trasting to- the divine Providence for protection, we
walked forward in search of some place to shelter our-
selves from the inclemency of the weather, for the spot’
where we lifidel offéred nothing but sand. When we'
bad walked abéat for a whole hour, but to no manner of -

L

* The dav?tﬁ. & lopg beaw of umber, used as agrane, and 9y
‘means of .which the Bukes of the anchor ave hoisted to ke top gf -

the bow, withont injuring the rlank.: of the ship's side a3 is as-
cends,

B L
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purpose,, we returned to the place where we had left
our catamaran, and, to our no small uneasiness, found
that it was gome, Day-light appeared, when we
found ourselves on a sandy bank, a little to the southe
ward of Porto Novo, and, as there was & river run-

ning belween us and this Dutch settlement, we were
under the necessily of fording it, and soon afterwards
arrived at Porto Novo, where we were received with
much hospitality. From our first landing, tifl our arrival
at Porto Novo, we lost four of our company, iwoat the’

_ place where we were driven ashore, and two in crossing

the river.

Afier we had sufficiently refreshed ours'e"ives at’
Porto Novo, the chief there was so obliging as o ace -
commodale me with clothes, # horse, and a guide to
carty me to Fort 5t. David, where I arrived about noon
the day following, and immediately waited on the ad-
miral, who received me very kindly indeed ; but so ex~
cessive was the concern of that great and good man
for the loss of so many poor souls, that he could not
find utlerance for those questions he appeared desirous
of asking me concerning the particulars of our disaster.

Tilt ] reached Porto Novo, you beheld me ship-

. wrecked and naked; I must again repeat it, that the

Dutch received, refreshed, and kindly conveyed me to

~ my truly henorable patron, through whose kindness and
“homanity I am not only well clothed ang eomforted, but
* am also made lieutenant of the Syren, from which ship I

date this letter, Iam, &ec.
JAMES ALMS.
P.S. There were only twenty-three of us saved on
the wreck ; twenty of whom came ashore on the hooms,
Epwarp Ives, Esq,
e

"
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NARRATIVE OF THE LONS O
KIS MAJESTY’S SHIP PEMBROKE,
OF sixty Gut, on Culderoon Point, near Fort St. David, in the
- East-{adies, April 13,1749, :

BY MB. CAMBEIDGE, THE MAKIER
e

The Pombroke encounters a dreadful Storm—THer Cable parte-a
She joses her Mwin and Mizen-masts- -$he sirikes-—A few of the
Crew save thumaselves on the Forecastie---Most of them are
washed away--<The Master and some others fash themse.ves 1o
the Cat-head- «Are taken off the Wreck by some Blahrattas—,
Tarharous Treatment they expecicnved—~1heir Laerview wilh
the Kiag—1hey are contined in a Pungeon—Their Escape.

THE melancholy fate of the Namur, which was fost at
ibe same time and place as the Pembroke, has alrcady
been related. The calamity which betel the latter, was,
if possibie,'s:ili more deplo.able, Qut ol ber whole crew,
only 12 persons were saved, her commander, Capl'ain
Fincher, and about 330 men were drowned, among
whom wete all the officers excepting a captain of ma-
rines. The following particulars of this diader are
© given by an eyc-witness, Mz, Cambridge, the master.
About len o'clock in the morning of the 13th of
April, it blew fresh, the wind at N.E. by E. and a great
sea Legan to come in @ we having then a cable ont, the
captain ordered half a cable more to tre vecred awnay.
Al one in 1he alternoon it blew very bhard, the wind at
N.E. His majesty’s ship Namur, iying about a cable’s
length within us, and abaft our beam, i went 1o the cope
tain, as did likewise the lientenants, and desired him lo
VOL. 11, ) .
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freah spirits. ' We were permilted lo walk morning and”
evening before the dungeon.

- In about three weeks my legs were almost we!l so
that I was able to walk. We now began Lo entertsin
some hopes of meking our escape, and laking an oppor~
tunity, I, with some difficulty, got high enough upon the
wall to look over i1, and found it was very lofty and
surrounded with & wide moat or ditch ; but there was'a
puth between the wall and the ditch, o that we might
chuse our place to swim over, il it proved deep. We
go!, at several times, some wrands of rope, off the doo-
feys which they had cerried us in, as they happened to
be left within the bounds of our fiberty ; and, ina few
days, collected so many pieces, that, when knotted loge-
ther, they made seven fathoros and s half.

After some consultation, we resolved fo undermine
ihe foundation of the dungeon, at the farthest pari {rom’
the guards; and, on the27th of May, began to work.
QOn 1he 1t of June, we came lo the foundation, being
six feet deep, and the wall thirty inches through. In
two days time we had worked upwards, on the other
side, so far, that the light began {o appear through the -
" swrface, s0 that we let every thing remain til night, At
seven, it beginning to grow dark, they put us into Lhe
dungeon as usual, and soon afterwards we worked our-
selves quite oul. Without being discovered we gol over
the wall by the help of our rope, and, in less than half
an hout, had crossed the mote, though very wide and
deep. We travelled all night, we judged about six-
teen miles, and in Lthe dey hid ourselves among the bushe
es. The second night we travelled as before, 1o the 5.E.,
and day coming on, we concealed ourselves among some
sushes. Aboul three jn the afternoan we were discas
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vered, which obliged asto go on, bat we were not mo-
lested. We‘pm(‘eededl til about midnigkl, and then
lay down til! day-break. 1 had a fever, and was ex-
tremely weak for want of fond, This day, which was
the third, we resolved to travel till noon, aund to plander
the first house we might chance (o meet with  Bum Pro.
vidence was more favourable 10 us than we could have
expected ; for, about ten o’clock, we met a'cooley, who
toid us he would shew us to Caracal.  About noon we
arrived there, and were received with great humanity ;
but my fever was not at all abated. Thg next morning
the governor sent to Mr. Buscawen, to let him know we
were there, and, by the return of the messenger, the ad.
miral desired we might be furnished with what money
we wanled, In twelve days we found ourselves well
recovered, and went to Tranquebar, a place belonging
to the Danes. There we siaid three days, and g a pas-
sage for Fort 8t, David, where we arrived on the 23d of
June.
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N:‘\RRA:IWE OF THE L1055 OF
HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP LITCHFIELD,
Of ity Gons, on the Coast of Barbary, November 30, 1758,

AY LIEUTENART SUTHERLAKD.
—————e———

The Litchfield leaves Irelund—Ty overtaken by a Storm——Strikes
ou the'Coast 61 Burbary— Destruction o! the Boats—The Crew
twake a Raft--Bone of them swim on Shore—Barbarity of the
Moors.—Fate of those who put off from the Wreck on the Raft
«~-Many of the Crew get «n Shore by Means of &8 Rope fastened
to the Rock---The Ship divides into three Parts..-Totnl Destruc-
tionr of the Wreck..-Proceedings on Shore—-The Crew march
te Morocca—~"Their Treatment tl:e_re--lptrsrviéw vt the Oflicers
with the Emperor—-The common Men are ewployed as Slaves
Are rensomod--Heturn to England.

THE Litchfield, Ceptain Barten, left Ireland on the
+ 11th of November, 1758, in company with several other
men of war and transports, under the command of Com-
modore Keppel, intended for the reduction of Guree,
The-voyage was prosperous till the 28th, when at eight
in the evening I tock charge of the watch, and the weas
ther turned out very squally, withrain, At nine it was
extremely dark, with much lightning, the wingd varying
from S.W. to W.N.W. At half-past nine, we had a
very hard squall.  Capton Barion came upon deck and
staid till ten; then {eft orders to keep sight of the coms
modure, and o make what sail the weather would pere
nit. Ateleven, we saw the commodore bearing south,
but the squalls coming so heavy, were obliged to hand
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the tmain-lop-sail, and, at twelve o’clock, were undet
our courses.

November the 29th, at one in the morning, T left the
deck in charge of the first lieutenant ; the light,” which
we tock to be the commodore’s, right ahead, bearing 8,
wind W.S. W, blowing very hard: at six in the morn-
ing [ was awaked by a great shack,and a confused noise
of the men on deck. 1 ran up, thinking some ship had
ran foul of ve, for, by my own reckoning, and that of
every other person in ihe ship, we were al least 35
leagues distant from land ; but, before I could reach the
quarter-deck, the ship gave a great stroke upon the
groond, and the sea broke all over her.  Justafter this,
Icould perceive the land rocky, rugged, and-uneven,
about two cables’ lengih from us.  The ship lying with
her broadside to windward,-the masls soon wen! over
board, carrying some men with them. It is impossible
for any ane but & sufferer to feel cur distress at this time ;
the masts, yards, and sails hanging alongside in 2 con-
fused heap; the ship beating viotently upon the rocks 3
the waves curling up to an 'incredible height, then dash-
ing down with such force as if they would immedialely
have split the ship to pieces, which we, indeed, every
moment expected, When we bad a little recoveted
from our first confusion, we saw it necessary to geteves
ry thing we could over to the larboard side, to prevent
the ship from heeling off, and exposing the deck to the
sea. Some of the people were very earnest to get the
boats out contrary to advice; and, after much entreaty,
notwithstanding a most terrible sea, one of the boats
was launched, and eight of the best men jumped into
her, but she had starcely got to the ship’s stern, when
she was whisled to the bottom, and every soul in ber
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perished.  The rest of the boats were scon wached o
pieces on the deck.  We thea made a rafl with the das
wit, capstan-bars ind some boards, and waited, with
resignation, for divine Providence to assist us. The ship
was soon flicd with waler, so that we had ne fime (o
get any provision up; the quaster-deck and poup were
now the anly places we could stand on with security,
the waves being mostly spent by the time they reached
~us, owing {o the fore part of the ship hreaking.

At four in the aflernoon, perceiving the sea to be
much abated, ane ol our peopie attenpied to swim, and
got safe on shore.  There were nurnbers of Moors upon
the rock ready to take hold of any one, and beckuned
wuch for us Lo come ashore, which, at fist, we took
for kindness, bui they soon undeceived us, for they had
nat the humanily to assist any budy that was entirely na=
ked, but would fly to those who had any thing about
them, and strip them before they were quite out of the
waler, wrangling among themselves about the plunder;
in the mean {ime the poor wretches were leit to crawl
up the rocks it they were able, if not, they penshed up-
regurded, The second lieatenant and myself, with a-
bout sixty-five others, got ashore before dark, but were
left exposed to the weather ob the cold sand.  To pre-
sorve ourselves from perishing of cold, we were obliged
tp go down {o the shore, and to bring up pieces of the
wreck 1o muke 3 fire.  While we were thus employed,
il we happened lo pick up a shitt or handkerchief, and
did a0t give it o the Mours at the first demand, the next
thing was a dagger presented to our breasts, They al-
lowed us a piece of an old sail, which they did not thivk
worth carrying off : wilh this we roade two tents, and
crawded auraelven ipto them, sitting beiween ong anow

ol
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ther'’s legs to preserve warmth, and make room. Tn this
uneasy situation, continnally bewailing our misery, and
that of our poor shipmates on the wreck, we pasted s
most tedious night, without so much as a drop of water
to refresh ourselves, excepting what we caught through
our sail-cloth covering.

November the S01h, 2t ¢ix in the morning, we went
down with a number of our men vpon the rocks, to assist
our shipmates in coming ashore, and found the ship had
been greatly shattered in the night, It being now low
water, many atterpted to swim ashore ; some got safe,
but athers petished, The people on board got he raft
into the water, and aboul fifteen men placed themselves
upen ite. . They had no sooner pul off from the wreck,
than it overturned ; most of the men recovered it again,
but, scarcely were ihey on, before it was a second time
overturned, Onuly three or four got hold of it again, and
all the rest perished. In the mean time, a good swime
mer bronght with much dificulty, a rope ashore, which
I had the good fortune to catch hold of, just when he
was quite spent, and had thoughts of quitting it. Some
people coming to my assistance, we pulled a large rope
ashore with that, and made it fast round a rock. We
found this gave great spirits to the’ poor souls npon the
wreck ; for, it being hauled taught from the uppes-part
of the stern, made an easy descent to any who had art
enongh to walk or slide apon a rope, with a smaller
rope fixed above 1o hold by. This was a4 means of sav
ing a number of lives, though many were washed off by
the impetuous surf, and perished. The flood coming

“on, raised the surf, and prevented any more from com-
ing at that time, so (hat the ropes could be of no farther
wse. Welthen relised from the rocks ; and hunger pre

Vel. Il M
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vailing, we set about broiling sore of the drowned 1pr-
keys, &c. which, with some flour mixed inlo a paste,
and baked upon the coals, constituted our first meal on
this barbarous coast. We found a well of fresh
waler about half a mile off; which very much refieshed
us, But we had scarcely finished 1his coarse repast, when
the Moors, who were now grown numerous, drove us
all down o the rocks te bring up emply iron-bound
casks, pieces of the wreck which had the most iron about
them, and other articles. '
About three o'clock in the aflernoon we made another
meal on the drowned pouliry, and Anding that tlis was
the best provision we were hkely (o have, some were
ordered to save all they could find, others to raise a
larger tent, and the rest were sent down to the rocks te
look vut for people coming ashore. The surf greally
increasing with the -flood, and breaking upon the fore-
part of the ship, she_ was divided into Ibree parts; the
fore-part was tarned keel up, the middle-part was soon
dashed into a thousand pieces; the fore-part of the poop
likewise fell at this time, and about thirty men went with
it, eight of whom got ashore with gur help, but so bruised,
that we despaired of their recovery. Nothing but the
after-part of the poop now femained above waler, with
4 very small part of the other decks, on which our cap-
tain, and about 130 more remained, expecling every
wave to be their last, Every shock threw some off; few
or none of whom came on shore alive. During this
distress, the Moors laughed uncommesly, and seemed
much diverted, when a wave, larger than usual, threat-
ened the destruction of the poor wretches on the wreck,
Between four and five o'clock the sea was much de-
crensed with the ¢bb ; the rope being still secure, the

-b
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people began to venlure apon it ; some tnmbled off and
perished, but others reached the shore in safety.

About five, we beckened as much as possible for the
caplain to come upen the rope, as this seemed to be a9
good an opportunity as any we had seen; and many ar-
tived in safefy with cur assistance. Some told us that
the captain was determined to stay till all the men had
guitted the wreck ; however, we still continued to bage
kon for him, and before it was dark, we saw him come
upon the rope. He was closely followed by a good able
seaman, who did el he could to keep up his spirits and
assist him in warping.  As he couid not swim, and had
been so many hours without refreshment, with the surf
hurling him viclently along, he was unable to resist the
force of the waves, had lost his hold of the great rope,
and mast inevitably have perished, had not 2 wave
- thrown hiar within reach of our ropes, which he had
barely sufficient sense lefl to calch hold of, We puiled
him up, and after resting a short time on the rocks, he
came to himself, and walked up to the tent, desiring us
to continue to assist the rest of the people in coming on
shore. ‘The villains, the Moors, would have stripped
him, though be had nothing on but 2 plain waistcoat and
breeches, if we had not plucked up a little spirit and op~
posed them ; upon which they thought proper to desist.
The people continued to come ashore, though many pe-
rished in the attempt. The Moors, at length, growing
tired with waiting for so littie plunder, would not suffer
us to remain on the rocks, but drove us all away. I then,
with the captain’s approbation, went, and by signs made
humble supplication to the bashaw, who was in the tent,
dividing the valuable plunder. He understood us at last,
and gave us permission to go dows, al the same lime |

M2
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wnding some Moors with us. We carried fire-brands
down {o let the poor souls on the wreck see that we were
siifl there in readimess to assist them. About nine at
might finding that no more men would vealnre spon the
rope, asihe surf was agaia greally increased, we retired
to the tent, ieaving, by the account of the last men who
arrved, belween thirty and forty souls siill upon the
wreck. We now thought of stowing every body in the

tenl, and began by fixing the captain in the middle. We .

then made every man lie down oh his side, as we could
not afsd them duch a breadih § hut, afier all, many ook
easiec ludgings i enply casks.

The next moring the weather way muderate and
fair. We found the wretk all in pieces on the rocks,
and the shore covered with lumber. The people upon
the wreck aff perished about one in the morping. In
the afiernoon we called & musier, snd found the number
of 1he survivors (o be 220 3 so that 130 had perished on
this melanchnly occasiun.

On the 2nd of December, the wnather etill continued
moderate. We subsisted entirely on the ‘drowned stock,
with s lidhe salt pork 1o relish H, and the four made into
takes; sl of which we issved regularly and sparingly,
as we were ignorant whether the Moors would furnish
i with any thing, lhey being slill very trosbiesome,
amd even wanting ¢ rob us of the canvass which cover-
od our tenl, Al iwo in the alterncon a black servant ar-
vived, sent by Mr. Batler, a Dane, factor {0 the Alrican
Company at Safly, a lown  the distance of sbout thirty
miles, Lo enquire into our condition and fo offer us as-
sistance, The ruan baving brought pens. ink and paper,
the captain sont back & tetler by hime Finding there was

——
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~ one who offered us help, it greatly refreshed onr afflicted
hearts.

In the afternoon of the following day, we reoe:ved a
letter from Mr. Butler, with some bread, and a few othex
necessartes.  On the 4th, the people were employed in
picking up pieces of sails, and whatever else the Moom .
would permit them. We divided the crew into messes,
snd served the necesearies we received the preceding
day., They had bread, and the flesh of the drowned
stock. In the afierncon we received another letter from
Mr. Butler, and one was at the same time brought ns
from Mr. Andrews, an lrish gentleman, a merclhant at
Saffy. The Moors were not so troublesome now ns be-
fore, most of them going off with what they had got.

On the 51h the drowned stock was entirely consumed,
snd at low water the people were employed in collect-
ing mascles. At ten in the morning, Mr. Andrews ar.
rived, bringing with him a French surgeon with medi-
cines and plarsiers, of which, some of the men who bad
been dreadfully bruised, stood in great need. The fol-
lowing day, we setved out one of the blankets of the
country to every (wo men, and pampooses, a kind of slip-
pets, to those who were in most wantof them.  Theseo
supplies were likewise brought us by Mr, Andrews. The
people were now obliged 1o live upon muscles and bread,
the Moors, who promised- us a supply of cattle; having
-deceived s, and never returned.

The pecple on the 7th were still smployed in collect-
ing museles and limpets. The Moors began to bea lits
- tle civil to us, for fear the emperor should punish them
for their cruel treatment to us. In the allernoon, & mes~
senger arrived from ihe emperor ut Sallee, with general
ozders (o the people 10 supply us with provisions, They

. 43
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aecordingly brought us rome lean bullocks and sheep
which Mr, Andrews purchased for us; bul at this time
we had no pots o make breth in, and the callle were
scarcely fit for. any thing else,

In the morning of the 10th, we made prepamiions
for marching to Maroceo, the emperor having sent or-

.ders for thal purpose, and camels to carry the lame and

the necessaries, Al nipe, we set off with abont thirty
camels, having gol all our liquor with vs, divided into
hogsheads, for'the convenience of cartiage on the camels,
At noon, we joined the crews of one of the transporis
and a bomb-tender, which had been wrecked about
three leagues o the northward of us. We were then alf
mounied upon camels, excepting the captain, who was
furnished with & horse.  We never stopped tilf seven in
the evening, when they procured us two tents only,
which would not coniain one third of the men, so that
most of them lay exposed to the dew, which was very

‘heavy, and extremely cold. We found our whole num-
_ber to be 388, including officers, men, boys, three wo-

men, and a child which one of the women brought a-

shore tn her teeth.

On the 11th we continved our journey, attended by a
number of Moors on horseback, At six in the evening

_we.came o our resting-place for that night, and were

furnished with tents sufficient to coversil our men.
At five in Lhe morning of the 12th, we set out as be-

- fore, and, at two in the afiernoon, saw the emperor’s

cavalcade a1 a distance. At three, a relation of the em«
peror’s, named Muii Adriz, came {0 us, and told the

-captain it was the emperor’s orders, he should that in-

stant write a letler to our governor at Gibrailar, to send
10 his Brilaonic majesty to enquire whether he would
3

.
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teitle a peace with bim or not.  Caplain Barton imme=
diately sat down upon the grass and wrole a letter,
which, being given [0 Muli Adriz, he went and joined
the emperer again. At six in {he evening, we came (0
our resiing-place for the night, and were well furnished
with {ents, but with very little provisions, :

We were, the following day, desired to continue on
the same spot, 1ill the men were refreshed, and this re-
pose they greatly needed, and we received a better sup-
ply of nrovisiops, Thal morning, Lientenan{ Harrison
commanding the soldiers belonging to Lord Forbes’s re«
giment, died suddenly in the tent. In the evening, while
employed with his interment, the inhuman Moors dis-
turbed us by throwing stones, and mocking us. The
next day we found that they had opened the grave, and
stripped the body:

On the 16th, we continged our journey, came to our
resting-place at foor in the afiernoon, pitched the tents,
and served out the provisions, Here our people were
ill-treated by some of the country Moors, As they were
taking water from a brook, the Moors would always spit
into the vessel before they would suffer them lo take it
away. Upen this some of us went down to enquire into
the affair, but were immediately saluted with a shower
of stones. We ran in upon them, beat some of them
pretty soundly, put them to flight, and brought away oge
who thought tu defend hiraself with a long knife. This
fellow was severely punished by lhe officer who had the
“charge of conducting us.

The two succeeding days, we continued oar journey,
and, al three in the afierncon of the 18th, arrived al the
city of Morocco, without having seen a single habite-
tion during the whole journey, Here we were insulted



128 LOSS OP THE LITCHFIELD,

by the rabble, and, at five, were carried belote the em~
peror, surrounded by five ar six bundred of his guards.
He was on horseback before the gate of his palace, that
being the place where he distributes justice Lo his peo-
ple. He told Captain Barton, by an interpreter, that
he was neither at peace por war with England, and he
would detain us tll an ambassador arrived from that
couniry to conclude a permanent treaty. The captain
then desired thal we might not be trealed as slaves, He
answered hastily, that we should be taken care of. We
were then immediately hurried out of his presence, and
conveyed Lo twoald ruinous houses, where we were shat
up amidst dirt and innumerable vermin of every descrip
tion. Mr. Butler being at Morocco on business, came and
supplied us with victuals and drink, and procured liber-
ty for the captain lo go home with him to his lodgings.
He likewise senl some blankets for the officers, with
which we made shift to pass the night with tolerable
comfort, as we were very much faligued.

Al nine in the worning of the 218, the emperor tent
orders for the captain and every officer o appear belore
him. We immediately repaired to his palace, where
swe remained wailing in an oater yard two hours 3 in the
snean time he diverted himself with seeing s clomsy
Dutch boat rowed abost in = pond by four of our petty
officers. About noon we were called before him, and
placed in a line about thirty yards from him, He was
sitting in @ chair by the side of the pond, accompanied
only by two of his chief alcaides. Having viewed us
some time, he ordered the captain 1o come forward, and
alter asking him a good many questions concerning our
navy, and the destination of the squadron to which we
had belonged, we were also called forward by two and
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three at 4 (ime a3 we stood according to our rank. He
then asked mosl of us some very insignificant questions,
and took some {o be Portuguese because they had black
hair, and others to be Swedes because their hair was
light. He judged none of us to be English excepting
the caplain, {he second lieutenant, the ensign of the sol-
diers, and myself. Bat assuring him we were all Eo-
glish, he cried Bums, and gave a nod for our depariure,
to which we returned a very low bow, and were glad to
relurn to our old ruined houses again. Our total puma
ber amounted to thirty.

On the 25th, being Christmas-day, prayers were read
to the people as usual in the church of England. The
captain this day received u present of tea and loaves of
sugar from one of the quaens, whoie grandfather had been
an English renegado,

In the afternoon of the 26th, we received the diss.
greeable intelligence, that the emperor would oblige all
the Engiish 1o work, like all the other christian slaves,
excepting 1he officers who were before him on the 21st.
The next day this account was confirmed; for, at seven
in the moraing, an elcaide came snd ordered ali our pec-
ple oot to work, excepling those who were sick, Up-
on our application, eight were allowed to stay at home
every day 10 caok for the rest, and this office was per-
formed by turns throughout the whole number. At four
in the afiernoon the people returned, some having been
employed in carrying wood, some in turning up the
gronad with hoes, and others in picking weeds in the
emperot’s gardens, Their victuals were prepared for
thers sgainst their return, '

On the 26th, all the people went to work as soon as
they could see, and returned at four in the afterncon.
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Two of the soldiers received one hundred bastinadoes
each, for behaving in a disrespectful maancr while the
emperor was looking at their work,

On the 30th, Captain Barton received a kind mes«
sage from the emperor, with permission to ride out or
take a walk inn bis gardens with his officers.

From this time the mea continued in the same state of
slavery till the arrival, in April, of Captain Milbank, whoe
was sent as ambassador te the emperor.  He concluded
& {reaty for the ransom of the crew of the Litchfield, to-
gether with the other English subjects in the emperor’s
power, and the aum slipulated 1o be peid for theirres
lease, was 170,000 doliars.  Qur people accordingly set
out for Sallee, aitended by a bashew and two soldiers
on horseback. On the fourth day of - their march, they
had a skirmich with some of the couniry Moors. The
dispute begas in consequence of some of our men in the
rear atopping at & village to buy seme milk, for which,
afler they had drank s5t, the Moors demanded an exorbi-
(ant price.  This our men refused to give, on which the
Moors had recourse to blows, which our people return-
ed; and others coming to their assisiance, they main-
tained a'smart batle,lill the enemy became 100 nume-
rous.  Inthe meantime some rodeoff to cali the guard,
who instantly came op with their drawn scymeters, and
dealt round them pretly briskfy. During this interval
we were not idle, and had the pleasure {o see the blood
teickling down a good many of their faces, Thegnards
-seized the chiel man of the village, and carried him be-
fore the bashaw, who was our conductor, and who hav-
ing heard the cause, dismissed him without farther pu~

nishment, in consideration of his having been weii
drubbed by us.
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On the 22nd of Aptil, we arrived at Sallce, and pitchs
ed our tenls in an old castle; whence we soon afterwards
embarked on board the Gibraltar, which landed us at
Gibraltar on the 27th of June. From that place the cap-
tain and crew were put on board the Marlborough store.
ship, prepared expressly for their receptien, and arrived
in England in the month of August, 1760.
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SHIPWRECK OF
4 SPANISH FRIGATE,
On the Coast of Mexico, in 1678 ; reluted by the Captain.

e

Departure of the Vessel from Lima—Arrival at Chiriqui—Narrow
Escape—Overtaken by an extraordinary Calm—Tremendous
Storm—Driven back to Chiriqui—Dieadful Famine on Beard
the Ship—The Crew relieved by snather Veasel—She misses the
Port and strikes on s Rock—Disteess of the Crew, most of
whom get on Shore—The Captain sends ont Detachments to
procure Provisions and reconnoitre the Country—He sets off
himself at the Herd of'a Puity to seek Relief---Account of that
Expedition—They arrive at a Spagish Settlement—-Whither they
are followed by the remainder,

LLEAVING Lima, the capital of Peru, in 1678, I pro-
ceeded to Callao, and there went on board a frigate to
the command of which | had been appointed. Her cargo
consisted of flour, fruits, and a great number of chests for
Panama, where we amived safe on the 6th of May, As
I was o take in another cargo of merchandize at Calde-
ra, a port of Mexico, situated in the province of Costa
~Rica, Iset sail for that place with several passengers.
Weleft Panama on the 12th of May, and Imagined that
we should arrive as nsual, io about nine day¥, at Calde-
ra. At the end of a fortnight, we, however, found our«
selves under the necessity of coming to an anchor at
“the mouth of the Manglares, which descends from Chi-
riqui, & lofty mountaln, celebrated for its geld-mines. I
there went on shore with some of the crew to procure a
supply of provisions which began to fail, All agreed,
that, as the passage we hud to make was very short, it
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would be sufficient to take on board enough for eight
days. I, however, prepared for 1he worst, and took,
at my own expence, sufficient for a month; these pro-
-visions consisted of calves, pigs, fowls, maize, and
gome fruits of the country,

Having again put to sea, we were tov.wed about with
_great violence by the waves, during the eight days, in

which, according Lo gur reckoning, we should arrive at
the place of our destination. On the ninth at four in the
afternoon, we were overtaken by a furious squall, which,
together with the violence of the sea, drove uson a
coast 50 lined with rocks, thal if we had been carried a
musket-shot farther, the vessel must inevitably have
- been dashed into a thousand pieces, and we should all
have perished, as there was no beach upon which we
could bave gained tbe land. To escape such imminent
danger, we hoisted out the culler with all possible ex-
pedition, and endeavored 1o tow the frigate out to sea
by the alsistance of eight of our stoutest rowers, We
Jabored with such diligence and success, that we ace
complished our purpose. The tempest and the efforts
we had made 1o exiricate ourselves from this perilous si=
tuation, had greatly fatigued us, and we were seized
with such a listiessness, thal about midnight, owing te
the bad look-out thal was kept, the ship got among
rocks, against one of which she struck with such
vialence, that all the larhoard porls were broken Lo
Ppicces.

At the noise of the crash we gave ourselves up for
lost, conceiving, as we well might, that the keel had
struck ; mor could we immediately ascertain the extent
of the calamity, because it was so dark that we could not -
see. The supposition we had formed caused us 10 pass

YOL. Il N
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the remainder of the night .in the uimost inquietuda,
though the storm had abated. Forlunately, when day-
Kght came, we found thal aur tesrors had been greater
than ibe injury we had received. The wind then ap-
pearing favorable, - I ered the sails to be set; but it
did nat long continue, far during the four following days
it changed more than kix times,  Atlenglh, after heing
beaten ahaut from ane side to the other, we und our-
selves again at the mouth of the same river were we had
saken in our fresh supply of provisions.

Fhe passengers- were not so much vexed as they
would have been on any other occasion, for they had
exhausied their previsions, end had lived for three days
on the small pertion which 1 had assigned them of mine.
We were therefore obliged 10 land a second time. For
foar of being again exposed to the like inconvenience,
they haid in & siock suffivient for a fortnight, and pur-

chaseda quantity of pleatain fruit, which are excellent

eating when ripe.  For my part I again took provisions
for 3 menth, chusing rsiber to have some left lhan ta
run the risk of being in wsnt of them,

We now set sail again, and proceeded as far as the

Cwpe of Borica, when we were overlaken by a calm,
which detained us at that place tweniy-twe days. It
Josted from break of day till sun-sef, and (hen a light
brecze springing up, we continued our ceurse all wight ;
but thecontrary cusrents which prevail on those corsts,
caused 8 o jose more way in one hoor, than we had
wadg insix. At 300n s the dawn of day began to ap-
pear, the wan at the masi-head cried out, with demen-
strations of joy ¢+ *land 1 land 1> but when it was tight,
this land was discovered te be the paint of Borica,
which we Joit at the beginning of the ' night, and
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this . circumstance cawsed us the greatest mbvtificas
tion. ’

However, as we were unable to redress this misfors
tune, we endeavored to divert our thoughts frowm o by
employing ourbelves in various ways; some in Ahing,
others in reading, and others eymin amused thewiseives
witn bathing i the sen. In this situstion we passed
the greatest part of the time in conversing on var com~
mon wisfortune, somelites deplorimg it beyornd beas
sare, and sometinres uhable fo refrain from laughing
&t it.  Our provisons were consamed during this long
calm; we were therefore necessitmed to go v Mote
for thre third time. ] wax of opinion that we shonM fes
tara Lo Panawa, but the pilot and scamen detlaring that
with 8 wind which was the feast fivorable, we shbpid
arrive in four or five days e Caideva} 1 nt kehgth yleids
ed to their persuasion. We, therefore, pat the ship
about, and returned for » fresh supply of proeitinms 1o
the mouth of the Chiriqui, We took on board a farper
quantity than befure, upon-which we again set sail}
and afier o passage of eight days, came in sight of the
hland det Cagno. Some of the crew now flatiered
themselves that in 1wo days we should reach (he wished-
for port of Caldera,

But men are .iable 10 be mistaken in their judgments,
‘The wenther which had been dcar and serene, sud-
. denly changed. The sun had jost set wihen the pilot
ordered the sails to be lowered, appieansive of a leme
pest, which was threatened by a small cloud that aps
proached us. K no sooner became wettical than il
spread in every direction, aad poured down upon ke
frigate torrents of rain, accompanisd with sach treman.
dous thunder and Hightning, as to strike terrer inio the

N 2
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most intrepid. There was a mixture of light and dark«
ness, which, though it filled us with horror, was howa
ever, of considerable assislance; for the lightning, by
which we were on all sides surrounded, afforded us light
‘to work the ship, Our efforts werc of little avail, we
became exhsusted, and came to the resolution of suffers
ing ovr wretched vessel to drive at the will of the wind
and waves. . )

At length, at the refurn of day, the siorm ebaled ;
but as the sky was still overcast with the same cloud,
we could nol promise ourselves fair westher, The pi-
lot endeavored to find out in what latitude we were,
but notwithstanding all the observations he took accord-
ing to the rules of his art, he could not even form g con-
jecture, I sent for him inte my cabin, and asked him
#f we should por do better to seek on the coast some si-
tuation sheltered from the winds, and secured from the
viclence of the waves, to which we might retire till the
weather became fair, rather than conlinue to begt about
at a venture, in unceriainty, and Hable to be overiaken
- by another storm, which might invoive us in destruction,
The poor man, with tears in his eyes, was anable to
make me any snswer, excepting that his sins were
doubtless the cause of the illsuccess of cur voyage, and
that be knew not whal o do, because the. sailors would
no lenger obey him. I ordered them to be called, and
haviug questioned them, they replied, they believed
we were very near Caldera, and that we should be able
to see it when the westher cleared off,

In this hope we continued cruizing about in the same
latitude for five days. The 6th the weather was serene,
and appeared perfectly favorable ; the pilot took an ob-
servation, and assured us that we were certainly not
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hore than ten leagues from the poert, and that we shoufd
soon discover land. We immediately set all our sails;
revertheless we continded our course 1ill night, without
perceiving it. The next morning he still persisted in his
opinion, till abdut woon he discoveded some Tofly
mountains, but it was nearly two hidurs before he could
tell what fand it was. At length, aftér havieg midutely
examined them, he declared with the greatest moriifi-
cution and chagrin that they.were the mbuntains of Chi.
riqui, 1o which pluce we were agdin’driven biack by the
force of the ¢dvrents. _

It is impossible 10 conceive the distppointment of ail
the passeigers when they learned this disagreeable intel
ligence, They vented tmprecalions apainst.the pilot
" #nd we, #nd we had the greatest difficalty to appease
them. 1 aguin proposed 1o return to Panama, which
place wé might have reached in five days; bat the pase
-sengers, miost of 'whom had Businéss of importance to
transact in the providce of Costa Ricu, represented that
we ought not to be distnarsged, that we had of y to Test
faur or five days at Chiriqui, which, notwithstanding
. the number of musqueloes, was & very pleasanl place,

and then we might proceed of out veyaye with betler
fortune.  This proposal was Supported By the pilot,
who, with greater Boldness and afffontéry thar ever,
swote that he would carry thé'ship ifto the port of Calt
dera, in &ve days, of burn all his Bobks, T yieldédl, sner
_ Wi went 1o resl outseives at Chitiqai forthie foarth tik.
We remained there six days, during which we refreshed
curselves, atid ate as many orahges;, Both sout and’
sweel, as we could find od. the side of e Wountain,
Then having Kid in whotber stock of proviiions, wd"

. X3 .
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again set“sail. It was pow eighly-one days since our,
departure from Panama,

The next day a fresh breeze sprung up, sa thaf, with.
anly patt of our sails, we imagined we made mare way
than we had done at any time during our voyage; but
the day following the sky became overcast, the wind,
lulled, the pIeaqure we felt at procceding with rapidity

was changed to vexation, when, at the end of twelva.
days we found (hat we had made but little progress;.

contrary currents having set us back in the night as far
as we had advanced during the day. Qur .provisions
meanwhile began’to fail, and we were no longer at Chi-
riquito procure a fresh supply. At lengih our necessi--
ties increased to ‘such s degree, that, having no other
food but a small quantity of maize, which was in the.
hog-trough, this disagreeable mess, left by those filthy.
animals, was divided among us in equal porlions. When:
this was consumed, we made a hash of the tough car-
case of an old spaniel, which had bhitherio been a fave-,
rite of mine. "All the crew devoured wilh avidity this
wretched galimaufry, of which there was not sufficient
to satisfy them,

The following day a L fresh repast was prepared of the |
bull’s hide, which my deg had been accustomed to lie:
ou, and which on his death had become a useless arlicle,
It was boiled down 1ill it was converted into a biackish.
ghie, which did not much contribute to. prepossess us in.
favor of its taste,  But so far from being disgusied, our
hunger kad becom,e so craving, that we swallowed it
with as much relish as if it had heen the mpst delicate .
jelly. The same day a negro sailor opesed his box,. in.
w'hlch he had preserved two plantains ; one of them be
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-ate, shell, rind and all, and with the grealest secrecy
brought the other and presented it to me, requesting me -
only to give him the shell, The momenl he received
it he greedily devoured it, fearing lest some one shpuld
come and take it from him. The crew wete still abun-
dantly provided with wine, the inmodesate use of which

,had not a linde coutributed to the bad” manner in which -
the frigate was steered.

Seeing that the principal seamen, and the pilod in par-.
ticular, were at a loas what fo do, and that so many:
faults acknowledged by them, had stripped them of those
ajrs ef assurance, with which they had attempted Lo im- .
pose upon me relative 1o their capacity, 1100k aside, -
consoled, and encourage? them in the most friendly .
terms I.could use. 1 had no diffically Lo persuade.
them to sieer for the land, in whatever direction it might
lie. They were so bent upon this measure, that if we
had come 1a a shore, inhabited by the most savage In-
dians, the most isreconciteable enemies of the Spanish .
nalion, they wauld have steered for il with joy, to relieve
ws from the cruel exiremily 10 which we were reduced. ,
Some of them watched all sight, in the hope of discoverw
ing some. mountdin that might, direct them in their,
course,

- At day-breal( by unexpecled goad fortune, the man -
ai the mast-head cried, * A sail! a sail!” This sound.
diffused the utmost joy through the whole crew ; we
had the satisfaction to see that the other ship answered
our signals, and was approaching us. The captain,
who was a Mexican, and a friend of mine, no sooner
knew that [ commanded the frigate, than he hoisted out
tis Loal, and came.to me lo offer bis services. After
the firat compliments, he informed me that we were near .

-
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the istand Del Cagno, on the south comsl of the Amert-
can isthmus, at the extremity of the province of Coxta

Rica. It is only a league from the continent, lies in

8° 3¢’ north latilude, and » uninbabited. We resolved
to put into it together o refresh ourselves.

When Don Louis de Legnares, the Mexicen eaptain,

. was informed of the exiremity to which we were re-
duced, he immediately -sent on board the frigate fowls,
browd, fruits, snd other refreshments, capable of recreit-
ing our exhausted strength, and taking oway the bud
taste of the old spaniel and his bed. We st lengih
landed on the islsnd, where we dired in the refreshing
shade of some plantain trees, situated on the banks of
pleasant rivulet, which, at the distance of 100 paces
from the spot, discharged iteelf into the sea. Don
Louis’s vessel being freighted only with provisions, fruits,
&c. which he intended (o dispote of at Penama; the
‘passengers in the frigate and my sailors had abundance
for their money, ‘They took no more than was sufficient
for four days, under the certaim expectalion that in two
orthree they should arrive at Caldera. For my part F
wras gratuitously supplied by Don Louis with a}! sorts of
poultry, fruits, biscuits, preservea,'chocalate.-and other
articles ; but notwithstanding all my entreaties that he
would suffer me 1o pay him for therm, He would not con-
sent, saying, 1 might perhaps, some day, do as much
for him.

We remained the rest of the day in that delicioos
isdand, where we enjoyed great pleasare. Towsrds
evening we all Tepaired to our respective ships, excepts
ing Don Louis, who resolved to pass the-night in mine,
The-next motning - we parted, each vessel resumted her
course, and our voyage was so successful, thmt on the

-
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following day, at seven in the evening, we came in sight
of the so much-wished-for port. Nothing but rejoicing
was now heard among the crew, who could scarcely
moderale their transports.  For my part, 1 was so over=
joyed, that I gave my erew a cask of wine containing |
about ten gallons; and a Genoese merchant, who was
on'board, made them & present of another, The sailors
were {00 sirongly disposed to present gratification to de-
fer till the next day the enjoyment of such an agreeable
present.  They tapped it immediately, and finding the
wine excellent, they began to;make copious libations to
Bacchas, The pilol, who was at their head, encouraged
them by his example, They played their parts so weil,
that in a short time the casks were emptied; and they
soun experienced Lhe effects of their intemperance,

The Genoese merchant, fearing lest some mistake
might ocour in the working of the ship, very prudently
determined to place himsel{ between the pilot and the
man at the heim, who steered by his arders; because he
had observed 1hat the former, who was stretched on a '
chair and quite intuxicaled, gave direciions trom me-
mory, as being within view of a port; with which he
was perfectly acquainted. The merchant, therefure, .
placed himself at an equal distance from each, to repeat
the pilot’s order. This excess of precaution was our
ruin : for the pilot having called to the sieersman, * 1o
the nprih-west,” which was actually: the course we
should have taken 10 reach Caldera, the merchant cried
oul stammering, ¢ 1o the north-north-west.” The
helmsman conceiving the pilot had given thiy direction,
sleered, without hesitation, N. N. W. which, while b
carried us farther from the port, at the same time brought
w8 pearer the fand.
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Night weanwhile came on, and the passengersand I
were sleeping in profound secunrity.  About two in the
moming, being suddenly awsked by the nuise of the
waves furiously dushing against the rocks on the coust, 1
Jjumped up and exclaimed in astonishment : * How now,
pilot? Are we already entering the port ¥’ At the second
or third repetition of these guesiions, the pilet, rousing
himself from his drunken lethargy, aud rixing from his
chair 1o leok aboul him, perceived with horror thal the
feigate was on the point of striking a;:0inst & rock, which
could searcely be discerned on account of the excesive
darkness occasioned by the shade of a lofiy mountain
covered with trees, He inslantly called on1, ** Pui the
ship about,” Bul it was too late, and the unlorlunate
vessel, impelled by the violence of the wind and waves,
was dashed almost at the same moment against the
rock, with sech force 1hat her side was shatered ; o
- mountsinous sea, which had broken again-t the same
tock, overwhelmed the frigate on ite return, and flfed
the stern-cabin.

Nothing was now heard in the ship but the most
dreadful outcries and lamentations, which succeeded the
shouts of joy and inlemperale mirth cccasioned bot s
few momenis before by the fumes of the wine. No-
thing can equal the distress and confusion which every
whete prevailed. Some awakened by the shock, cried
oul along with the test, though they were half asleep
and ignorant of the cause. The noise, the darkness, ihe
shrieks, augmented the horror of the scepe. The most
deplarable thing was, that we all saw we were lod, and
yel none was able to say, by whai strange reverse we
were overwhelmed with desiruction just af our en-
trahce into the port; and | was just & ignorant of the
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eause as {he rest,  Amidst this consiérnation some were
on their knees on the deck, addressing vows 10 heaven
for their safely, others with folded hands implored Lha
Almighty for mercy, while others loudly acknowledyed

- their most secrel crimes.

Though surtounded with this scene of distress, I, for
y part, preserved that composure with which God has
" endowed me, and which I have the goad fortune never
1o lose, in whatever danger [ am involved. Seeing that
they were all on the point of perishing, for want of
adopting the only measure suited to the critical situation
we were in, I encouraged these unforlunate men to
exerl themselves for their own presesvation. I per-
suaded them first Lo cut away Lhe mnasts, and lo secure
the planks, beams, and other things that were capabls
of sipporting us on the water, and assisting us lo reach
the shore. I lhen ordered them to throw overboard
evary Lhing which, by its weight, would contribute to
sik the vessel more rapidly, With these precautions,
and the aid of the pumps, I kept the ship afloat till the
dawn of day. _

" But what proved of greater service than any thing
else, was the advice [ gave them for every two lo fasten
about them 2 long cord, one at each end. This expe=
dient saved the lives of a cunsiderable number; for
when the frigate, which had opened every where, foun-
dered in spite of our pumping, the crew being obliged
to betake themselves to such planks or pieces of wood
as they could lay hold of, to endeavour to reach the
shore, it often happened that the first who got to land
drew after hun his companion al the other end of the
cord, and who was frequently on the point of perishing,
1o this manner 1 drew oo shore the pilot, who cerlainy

3
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was not worth the trouble; and we all arrived tafe
on shure, excepting five or six, who were datl-
ed by the fury of the waves against the rodis or’ the
ship. L2

A few hoursafterwards the tide having ebbed, left the
frigate almost dry, so that it was easy for us to take ont
what was in her and carry it on shore. 'Scarcefy any
thing was lost, for we recovered most of 1he arl:cles
.which T had ordered 1o be thrown overboard.  We re-
turned thanks te the Almighty’ for having preserved our
lives, after which we set fire to the vessel 1o get ‘at the
iron work, which we slowed away on shore, logelher '
with all cur eflects aud provisions, under thick trées,
which situation we had chosen that we i‘niuhf be shel-
tered by them from the intense heat of the sun.” *

As we had no design of remaining long in that plat‘e,
I advised the crew to chuse some one of the company
to command them, representing to them, that otherwise
there would be nothing but’ disorder and CO!‘Jﬁ.IQIOn.
They unanimously intreated me to continue 1o exercise -
“the office of wmmander, with which lcompiied lim "
mediately enfurced my authority, and divided them into
three detachments, sending one in search of water, of
“hich we were in greal wanl; the second in ques( of
pmvmons for what we had saved from the ship was wet
and upfit far use; and the third o reconnoitre !hc coun-
try, and see whether they could nol discover some ha~
bilation, the pilot declaring that we were only three or
four leagues from Caldera, The first detachment soon ‘
returned, bringing some excellent water, which they had
. found near the place, The second came back a few
rainutes afterwards, loaded with wild fruile, bot of a bad
13te, and the eggs of tortoises, They likewise reported
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that dbey bl soeh 2 hedigehog, and-the dung of turkey-
fowl, , .

Phomsed with this discovery, [ sant them back to pro-
cure a farther eupply of water and eggs of tortoises,
Thereiwas such a prodigions quantity of these eggs on
this coast, that in every-hollow in the sand on the beach
they found two or three Hiundred. We ate them with
groat sppetite, though they had a certain beackish ﬂhvor,
 offansive both (o the taste and smell.

" Werspant the rest of ihe day in conslmctmg smal! gr-
hoc_u with tie branches of the pulim-tree. At sun-set the
_ third -demchmant returmed, which at first gave us great

joy, Gattexing oarselvas ihat they had doubtless discover-
ed-some:babitation. They, howewer, reported, that they
“bad myet.with a river, so.deep, so rapid, and so full of
evocodiles, that it was impossible for them to cross it,
1 blamed them for suffoting themselves to be impeded
by such an.obstacle, since -by.cutting wood they might
have formed a malt, bn which they might have pass-
ad ithe river. - For fear they should play some other
stopid triek, | resolved to go #ith them myself the next
K.
icwdmgly, deputmg one ol‘ the company to take
cwve of those who remained, I'{eft them, with the injunc.
© tlen, fhat if they did not hear of me in eight ddys, they
ahould leave their effects and proceed after me; charg-
ing them, at the same lime, not to leave the ceast. We
. then sot of. 1 was srmed with two pistols and two
bayonets, which were stuck in my girdle; besides which
1.carried -my sword i my hand. My musket was car
gied by a sifor, and on this the whole company founded
Aheir hopes of procusing subsistence, The others, besides
WO L. Ilke o 7
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their swords, were each formisbed with: 2. bafehet, eoed;
knile, tinder-box and maickes,

Aller procesding iwo-hours by s mdyuni &&gmng
route, we arrived on the. banks of & river, . 10.which- wo
gove tho appeilation of. River of Croondiles, . thomgh
thers were.nol, Wdeed, so.many of those animals.as the
detachment bed reported.  In order ta coess ity we.des
termined (o mirch. slong its banks, 4l we came $o wme
wood, where we could procurs hinnches proper for mas
king a. raft. - We fownd one at the: distamee of two
Jeagues, tonk away us much wood asiwe wanted, and
returped 1o the spot from which we.had set an, resoly
ving not lo leave the coast, v hopes that, agresably to
the opinion of the pilot, we should arrive at the port.of
Calders. Having formed a rafl in the best: manner we
were sble, with our hatchets, wood, and cords, we vems
tured lo abandon ourselves upon it Lo the cutrent of the
river, which was very rapid. - Fhe, men mede on'it. &
kind of seat of rushes for me s Igoton i the. firnt, afier
taking my musket from the man whocartied .. The
pilol placed bimself at one end, and a.slout seammn:at ibe
other, each of them having a long pole and two oars 1@
guide the talt. As we could not all get upan it, withs
out sinking it with our weight, we divided oursslvesq
one party wailing on the banks of the river 1jl the saf}
shoufd relurn. lo convey them over. A lang cord wes
fastened 1o il, that those who remsided behind might
draw it back when the others had passed. This dene,
we ook care of the cords, which we.thought we -migit
sgain want; and [ ordered the branches 4o be thrown jos
. fothe river, that the company might be prevested from
enteriaining any hope of returning, (il we had. found

3
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scome: habitation, and discovered whather se were on the
cominent or onan island. We merched about six leaguep
Sriher, and then passed another nm in the same man-
Ber us heivre,

- At sun-tet we arrived ‘ata spiacious buch, wbere we
hnhed ‘being gremly fatigued: This was the case with
me more than any <ther; for aving pamsed hroegh
very wet and swampy places, my shoes hdd got so wet
et the deather had streiched, and the sand penetrating

- through them, incommoded me exceedingly. -~ As they
were, therefore, productive of moré pain than comdort,
“1 theew them away. While we were looking abost-for
m elévated spot, where we might repose and pass the
wight, wa-heard a noise neat an old tres, whowe trunk
was hollow with #pe.  Appreaching' it to discover the
encse, » lurge kind of linard, valled by the inhabitants of
Spuwish Ameries Jgwows, v ot of ik Jt is Uke uglicot
snimal {0 which nature bus given life, but ils flosh is the
woee delicme, and:in - taste resemblen patiet,  The pilol
made a sttoke at il with his hatchet, with such success
s g0 cut.iLin lwo. - We were in gresd want of such e
fortunete supply to recruit our strength, which e leng
sad toiltome .march,” bot moré particularly the want of
nourishment, hed aimost exhausted, This limard was
three qaarters of e yard fong, and was sufficient o make
waa gaud supper. [Having broiled # on the conls, we
enioyed our repasty and then went 1o sleep,

. .At day-break  wa rgsumed..our route; - Abont ten
o'dock we. arcerided a very steep mountain, and then
entered a8 thick wood. full of thorns and briars, te
svoid & cape which would have obliged us to make a
great circuit, I here suffered very much., By walking
1 bad worn omt the fect of my stockings, and my bare.

o 2
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feet not belng seeusinmed: to- m.mg}wﬁ;

soon iorn dnd scraiched sfl-bvere It waw still werse
witer,-on leaving the .wood, /we - reschod thecsen-shore. s
he sand; heated by fire sun, raised blisters a4 large -a»
‘pigeots - eggs- ot the aolos *of 'my- Rean . These blis-
ters bresking, the' xand penetratad 1o the quick, wndt
give ‘me excensive pain.: My seflesings- exeiled the
cumpassion of all: my compunions, -who obliged ma. 1o -
“haR‘bendath avardent arbor, whith they prepaned on the
ks of a:rivulet; and in whioh 'we took shelter foom the
‘sooithing heav.of thé noon-dapsun,  Wiite i of the
~company toposed, .the others collected, in- the- hules at
. the fool of the rocks on the sea-comi, a grem nomber of

“akitd of periwinklés; but we were at a loss how to

dress them. ‘We conld have wished (o eat them boiled,
" but'we had no vessel to pot them into, and were obliged

to be:contented with routing them. on tbo enqh, aﬂed

which we rmide « hearty repant.

4 After dinner the weeessily ofprooeedmg obhged \iqlo

wt off sfwin, 1 prepared to depart i spite ol .my
Wisters: my prople wrapped up my feet in.the bes
wanner  they could in ¥nen ragy, on which we panued
 ourcourse till surrret, when we arrived on the basks of
a pond, ‘'where we were 50 harassed by a greal quantity
of gruts, (hat, notwithstanding oue fatigue, we were une
able. 1o semuin there. We were obliged to quit the
spot, and comtinue our march till tes o’clock av niglt.
We wera now filled with the greatest aneasiness, and
our apprebensions of being attacked by she wild In-
dians were the more sugmenied, as we had perceived a
ligh{ amang the trees of a neighbouring wood ; but we
had no farther rensort 1o be terrified.

The day foliowing we pucsued our roule, and came
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toa rwulet, on the banks of which we found a fire light-
ed, and 2 grewt number of shells of plantains - scattered
voond it. This at first led us to conclude, that there
‘wrust be pear the spot some of the trees which bear lhat
fruit. Our search for them waus; however, in vain,
About nobn we arrived at a broad river, bordered with
Joy forest-trees, which afforded a refreshing sbade. As-
we were pressed by hunger, we threw out m lmg and
took three large fish, which we broiled, We crossd
the river on a raft as before, and continued our wak 1ill
we arrived at another river of still greater mlgmmde,on
the banks of which we passed the night; one of our
number keeping waich, that we m;ght not be ‘surprized
‘while asteep by the Indians.

At day-bresk we saw around us » great umber of
palm-trees, cut some of their shoots, and ale the hearts,
which are tender, but insipid. A little farther we found
a kind of feuit of the color of the malberry, and the size
of an apricot. The inbabitants call them Jeaces. It is

" sourish sweet, and has a very agresable taste. We
Tiked it better than the pairn-lree shoots.  Afler travers
ing a wood and a mountain, we regained the sea-shore,
where we perceived on the beacha great number ol‘ sea-
crabs. We flattered ourselves with the hope of a good
repast, but were miserably dusappomled ; Lhe pimble
fellows, with their crooked claws, were such excellent
rurmers, that the most alert of our people pursued them
above half an hour without being sble o ralch more
‘than four.  But to compensate for the loss of them, have

"ing observed a great number of parrots on some neighe

bouring trees, I had recourse to my musket, of which

we had hitherte made no nse, and killed six, which fure

nished us with an excellent meal.  They were of a spe-
s : _
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cies, the flesh of which, though hard and black, is ex-
fremely delicate; when yeuang, and éonseqnently' :
more tender, they are a dish fit for a king. We
sgain set off, and passed the night near a cape, where
we found sbundance of the fruit called feacr. We
‘ate those which were the ripest raw, and broiled lhe
oshers.

With' fhe marmngs duwn we commenced our fifth
day's journey, We passed twe tivers on rafts, without
meeting wiily any thing to eat Lill six in the evening,
when I killed a peacock, that perched on the summit

~ of a tree, at the foot of which I was sitting to rest my-
‘self.  We regaled upon it, and ate it as if it had been
the most del;cmnq mersel we had yet met with, At
noon (he followmg day we arrived at a deserted hut,
where we found a great quantity of ripe plantains. We
ate half of them, carrying the remainder with us, not
without apprehension of being sorprized in the fact,

or afierwards pursued by the owner of (he cottage and
all his family, But we were so forfunate as to see no-
body. We continued our march Lll night, which we
passed on the banks of a river, after making a sup-
per on the plantains we had stolen. Though we
had eaten a great qumttty of them during the day, and
this kind of Fruit is pernicious on account of its exces-
sive coldness, yet none of us experienced my inconve-
nience.

The following day four of our company went oa

- mountain, al the distance of two leagues, to fetch wood
proper for making & raft, in order to cross the river,
They left only one mau behind with me. ¥ conid scarce-
ly stand ; but was obliged to rise soon after their depar-
dure. The occasion was certainly worth the ouble;
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1t way to freat a flock of ring-doves, which -csmeand
perched on a tree about fifty pacesfrom me. I crawled
almost on all fours nearly to the foot *of the tree; an
moch from weakness as {fom fear of scaring them awan
J fired with such sitocess as 16 kill eighieen st ene- shoty
so that my comrades, on their-veturn, found:a banquet
Ahey did not expect, Their joy on this occasion was 5o
greal, that they wcarcely perceived that they wanted
-wine 1o make the entertainment - complete. - The
-dates which lhe_y .brought from the waod served - for
- bread,

After such an excellent repast we mommencedouf
march ; I mosered all my strength, and kept op with
the rest a9 well as I was able; bul alter walking seve-
.ral hours, being unable apy longer to support myself on

.my.sore feet, 1 entreated my companions to coniinue
X lhelrJuurney without me, as it was not jost tha for the
" sake of an individual, the others should run the risk of
.perishing ; that I would follow them as well as I was
able, as soon asmy feet were better; adding, that if
.they met with any Spanish babitations, I trusted they
would send for me, but'if the country was uninhabited,
they might take such measures as they -should think fit;
and recommending them above all things always to kcep
together, '

It is impossible to cm}cmve how deeply this address
affected my litle troop; they could not relvain from
tears, and apposed the resolntion, which 1 had stated

-thal it was my delermination - 1o take, swearing they
would net.forake me, were they even to run the risk of
perishing, aod offered to carry me on their shoulders.
This proposal | refused, as tov fatiguing to them, and as
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a meanure which would reterd them too much ; telling
them, that Lheif lime was precious, and they ought dix
ligenily 1o prosecute their design, which' was 1o repsir
to the post of Caidera.  But, notwithslanding ali I could”
sy, they would not be denied, and I wasobliged 1o
-suffec them to carry me.  They all performed this duiy
with the gresiest pleasure, relieving each other by tusos,
.l seven o'clock at night. L
They then halted, as much for the purpose of repos-
ing, ms 10 est and refresh themselves. Having forin-
nately found some of the same kind of periwinkles ds
before, we broited them on the coals. These, however, -
did not fully sapply our necessities, for the fatigue of
walking, and the intense heat of the sun during the whole
day produced excessive thirst, our throats were inflarwed,
and we wanted fresh water to quench the fire which con-
sumed ws, - Proceeding a league farther, we fortunately
.aame to one of the most delightful rivers that was ever
-soen,  lis banks were lined on each side with lofty plan-
4oing, Igaded with frait, and whose branches meeting
overthe woeam, formed a wost agreeable kind of bowu
as far as the eye could reach,
. We returned thanks to God for this fortunate disco~
very, and with avidity oppeased opr thirst. Our joy
. was still farther encreased, when the pilot having locked
shout him, deciared that he knew the place, and that
the charming stream we were admiring, was the
river 8. Auothony. He assured us, that at the dis
tance of abeut fout leagues there was a rich farm abound-
ing in cattle, belanging to Alonzo Macotela, of the city
.of Esparza,. in the province of Cosia Rica, The fruit
-of the lofty trees, whose beautifui foilage we could not
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-mﬁ”cuenu:y adrmre. served us for supper that night:
To credle varuely, we ale lheln raw, ‘brotfed and
Mlad under the ashes. e 1i:en Lroned “the ti«
ver on- & raft, and night cmmng on, we lay down
ty sleep w1lh grealer tranquillity lhal) lhe precedmg ‘
might.  °

. The next morning three of ouf wién werk dispatched
tothe farm of Macotela ; I remainéd] behind with two
others all that and the Iollowing day, duing whith we
lived o l]le crabs we cauyit i the river” My conrpas
Mons were “the Genm ¢ merchant, who has’been mens
honed l}efore, and a t- - gins of e order of Merey, On
the night of the secm!d da'., ihe latter was chatged to
wutt.h 7] prevent a surprise, while the metchan and [
elept; but the sentine!, who understood tae monastie
better than ‘the ‘military duties, fell gsleep liketvice, wil
about eleven o’clock I was suddenly awaked by a voice
which scemed 1o call me by my pame. ' called- the
monk 3 buf as he made no other reply than-by snoridg,
1 rosc up, and af the same time distinet] ¥ heafd myyelf
¢alled, thaigh at a great distavce. :

1 awoke the Genoese merchant and the religions, and
soon afterwards we discovered on the river a large raft,
on which were above twenty persont. They were con-
ducted by Don Domingo de Chavarria, the pastor of
ibe town of Espatza. Oui three men who had been
sent off to the farms of Macolets, had there met with
him, ‘and told him in what state they had left us ori the
banks of the river St. Anthony, fo awnit their rétarn,
YFhe good pastor, following the impulse of a benevolent
minid, ¢ame to seek us with refreshmients to recrnit ou
exbausted spirits,  He immedidtely set 'off withall his
donzestics, some of his friends, and all the provisions he.
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could collect. Being informed who .he was, and foe
what parpose he had come, I ranto salute him the mos
went he landed, at the same time expressing my gratis
tude for_his kindness, The joy of the merchant and the
wonk, on this deliverance fiom the danger of perishing:
of hunger and of being surprised by the wild Indiags,
_was cqual to mine.  Don Domingo and his company ap-
pedred to be as highly gratified with having found us, s,
that we were ali happy.

The time and place not being suited to a Iong con=
verslion, “we ail crossed the river on the raft. When,
we were on the other side each mounted a horse, except-
ing myself. To relisve my feet, 1 was slung in one of
those suspended bueds, which are so uch in use in all
parts of the American cootinent,  Six stout Indiang car=
rigd me alternately, two at 3 time, on their shoul_c!e'rs,‘
better than the best mules in the country could have
dene. In this manper we arrived a little before day«
break, st the farm of Macotela, where we rested somq
time, and then proceeded to the town of Esparza. 1
was carried to the house of Don Domingq', wherg
1 found our three companions, who had gona be-
fore us,

. Having arrived in such a good port, our first care
'pqas to rendér sincere thanks to divine providence for
our deliverance. The next thing I did was to sepd &
coutier to Cartbago, the capital of Costa Rica, to ac-
gueaint Doo. Juan de Salines, the governor of Lhat pro-
vince, with my arrival, | knew  him, because T had
seen him at Limz, where { had'contracted a particalar
friendship with him, The courier made such dispalch,
that in tweniy-lour hours afier bis deparivre the go-
_xernor entered vy apartwent, . 1 informed him of the
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dircumatancds dnd consequerices of gur shipwreck, and -
at my Yequest he ‘immediately d1spalched a. frigate, to
fake o, board Out: COmpANmTS.. m«,mdﬁ)rl@ne,mhb I
knew must, by this time, have been weary: of- mun;
&Tﬁltaf ;oo Lo TV ER [

* The trew being mado aeqiimnudnwlh Ahe placa
“where they would fuid them, - set iail,. but relurned two
days afterwards with :the: accounl that sbey bad. found
nobody. We were persinded that they had hot ;gone
‘to° the place to which they had been .directed, and,
therefore,: Don' Judn de Salinas’ sent.anothes: vessel, oor
defing ‘the’ crewv 1o!go :ow there, .and tobting certain
intelligence of-my roomeades... . The :ship -sccordingly
proceeded to the' spot, and the: crew -landed - on.the
beach, but seeing nothing, the. captain sent out some of
his pedple.te make search in the neighbourhoed, They
meade = mircuil of more than two leagues; searchiog
every place both to the right and left, but witlout
Huding wny : person;. at: length ; pefceiving; thati alt
Abeir. jxbor. was in vain, they retumed o ‘make- Lheir
nporl. :

“When ﬁ:ey were _]I.\ll setlmg oﬁ' {0 g0.00 bou'd, one
oflhen petceived o the strand a large heap. of lenves,
"which did nel eppear to be placed thereiwittiout design,
He bcked them: . with his foat, snd foond under iham- s
eariety of atliglés, iron, hoxge, &, This, discovosy
surpried them, and neither bis comrades wor he could
cunceive why the men had.thos abandoned ihom. After
sonie deliberstion they resolved to remowe them an
board the ship, and tsturned 1o give an accpunt.of their
mission. Every body at Esparza, and I smopg the sest,

-imtafined that my commmdes had been surprised and car-
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tied offiby the savmges, ud mdmpwal of ower mmg
tbem agad.. .

i Fowr dayam the povermar Bu-g wt diner
md: e und ihepastor, o horseman, in fall spead, wrri-
ved st the gate, who with the utmost 1etror stitedithal
4 hpcbstenia polmerfut aemy of Eaglish marching . be-
twecn-the wood dnd the sen. Hie iwme immedintely
Bondudted inse itha houte, wnd asmmred.us of the same
thing. His tervor convinced us ratier than his wortls 3
every onevoae, swd! (ke alarm bell was rang.  Wniversat
oonstercation wowmed, for the people bf tho towa wete
lou'baﬂy-‘naﬂd. andaill worse disciplined, 10 maken

vesistances . Thegoweenor wounted bis hoose,

und motwillstandisg my weskness, 1 sccotpanied him

‘to assist in drawing out his 'peeple. The noise; the ta-

wull, and the disorder encremsed ewery moment. ‘Peppit

ranie fom sdl qnmns, annomng lhe wpprouch&
the enemyl .2 .

Don. Jwass and I wtnt ont oflhe lamﬂormoomltle.

“wnd: soavgely hid w proceedad. fifiy paces, whin wo
saw approaching in a very tattered condition, my littie
trwops. wisich alane composed the formidablearmy, we
had beer threstoned with . T jaughed at:this.pamic ter-
xar when ¥ had-distovesed thecause, and was.axtremely
eejoiced to see that my. companionsin misfrtme hall
wsewped the danger T-hed dreaded.  ¥.questisned themn
wencerning their adventuses. They informed me, that
taving waled three dnys Bayond the tiss fixed, they
‘had setof secording to:my advice, that they had follows
‘¢d menlong theivoart, mid -bad sebsisted nearly in.the
-same thaswey as Dhad dowey

T rameined. abmost o maonth. . Keparss; wlmbl hft
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under theednduct of gend. guides, after receiving every
possible relief from the charitable Don Domingo, and
DuniJaan de - Salivas, together with letters of recom-
mendation from the latterto the Viceroy of New Spain,
 whom he wu nelaled. N

‘¥YOL.1T& r



158

*

NARRATIVE OF 'THE

SUFFERINGS AND EXTRAORDINARY ADVENTURES
’ OF FOUR RUS$JAN SAILORS,

F¥lowere cast away on the Detert Island of
East Spitsbergen, in 17435,

e e

A Ruassian Merchant sends ont m Vessel on the Whale- fishery—
Her dangerpus Situation on the Coast of Spitsbergen—Four
of the Crew go on Shore—Loss of the Ship in the mean
time—The Russians discover a Hut in the Islapd—Their vari-
ons Cantrivances to supply their Wanta—Dealh of one of their
Number—They are discovered by s Russian Vessel, in which
they return to their native Country. -

IN the year 1743, Jeremiah Okladmkoff, a merchant
of Mesen, in the province of Jugovia, and the govern-
ment of Archangel, filted out a vessel carrying 14 men,
She was destined for Spitsbergen, to be empluyed inthe
whale and seal-fishery. For eight successive days afler
they had sailed, the wind was fair; but on the ninth it
changed, so that instead of getting to the west of Spits-
bergen, the usual place of rendezvous for the Dutch
ships, and those of other nations annually employed in
the whale-fishery, they were driven eastward of those
islands: and afler some days they found themselves at
a smalf dislance from one of them, called East Spits-
bergen. ' :

Having approached this island within about three
wersts, or two English miles, their vessel was suddenly
aurrounded by ice, and they found themselves in an ex-
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tremely dangerous situation.” In this alarming state a
consultation was held, when the mate, Alexis Himkof,
declared, he recollected he had heard that some of the

. peopie of Mesen, having some lime before, formed a
resolution of winlering on this island, had accordingly -
carried from that town timber proper for building a but,
and had aciually erected one at some distance from Lhe
shore. .

This information induced the whole company to
resolve on wintering there; if, as they hoped, the hut
slill existed : for they clearly perceived the imminent dan-
ger in which they were, and that they must inevitably
perish if they continued in the ship. They, therefore,
dispatched four of the crew in search of the hnt, or any
other succor they could meet with. There were Alexis
'Himkof, the mate, Iwan Hikof, his god-son, Stephen
Scharapof, and Fecder Weregin. As the shore on
which they were to [and was uninbabited, il was neces-
sary fhat-they should make some provision for their ex-
pedition. They had almost two miles to travel over
lvose bridges of ice, which being raised by the waves,
-and driven against each other by the wind, rendered the
way equally difficelt and dangercus,  Prudence, ‘there-
fore, forbad their loading themselves too much,. lest
being averburihened, they m!ght sink between the pieces
of ice and perish,

Having thus maturely considered the nature of their
underteking, they provided thewmselves with a musket,
a powder-horn, conlaining twelve charges of powder,
wilh as many balls; an axe, a small kettle, a bag with
ghout twenty pounds of flour, a knife, a tinder-box and
tinder, a bladder filled with tobacco, and every man

. his wooden pipe. Thus equipped these four sailess
. . r2
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arrived on the idand, little suspecting the misfortune
that wasabout to befal them. The first thing they did
was explore the coundry, and soon discovered (he huk
they were in sesrch of, mbout & mile and a balf from
the shore. It was thirty-six feet in length, eighieen in
breadih, and as many high. It contained a smali anti-
chamber, .about twelve feet bread, which had two
doors, one fo shut ovt the exterior air, the other 1o com-
municate with the ioner room. This contributed great-
Iy to keep the larger room warm when once hested. In
the lerge room was so earthan stove, construcled in the

Russian maoner; that is, a kind of oven withoot a

chimney ; which serves occasionally either for baking,
for heating (he room, or, as is customary among (he
Russian pemmants in very cold weathes, to lleep
upon,

: This d:scovery gave our adveniorers greu! joy. Tha
ut had, however, suffered much from the weather,
having now been built a conmsiderable tiwe. They
pawed the night in it, and early the next meming
hastcned o the share, impatient to inform their com-
rades of their success, snd alse to procure feom the
vestel such provisions, ammunition, and athet necessan
ries a3 might betlor enable the crew {o winier on the
iland. Their astonishrment and agony of mind, when
on reaching the place where they had landed, they saw
nothing but an open se2, free from the ice, which but
the day befure had covered the ocwan, may more essily
be carcpeived than described. A viclent storm which
hud mrisen during the preceding night, had been the
camg of this dismstrous event.  But they could not tef}
whethar the e which had before bemmed in the vesse],

ad been driven by the vickence of the wares sgaimg



- -

POUR-RUSSIAN SAILORS. 161

the ship, and shattered her to pieces; or whether she
had been carried out to sea by the curvent, a circim-
stance-which frequently heppens io those seas, Whatever -
sccident hud befallen her, they saw her no more ; and as.
no tidings were ever aflerwards received of her, itis
ost probabie that uhe wunk, and that ail on board of ber '
petished,

This unfortunate event deprived the wretched mari-
ners of all hope of ever being able to quit the iand,

-aud they relurned to the hut full of horror and despair,

Their first attention was employed, as may easily be
jmagined, in devising the means of providing subsis-
fence und repairing their hut. The twelve charges of
powder which they had brooght with them, soon pro-
cured them as many rein-deer, with which anials the
istand abounds. .

Tt has already been observed that the hut discovered

by the sailors bad sustained some damage. There were

- cracks i many places between the boards of the build-
ing, which ailowed free admission o the air. This
inconvenience was, however, easly remedied,- as they
had an axe, and the beams were still sound, it was an
ensy matler to make the boards join agwin very tolera.
bly; besides, as moss grew in grest abundance all over
the island, there was more thao sufficient to Al up the
crevices to which wooden houses must always be Lable,
Repairs of tbis kind cost the unhappy men the less trous
bie, as they were Russians, for all Russian peasants are -
good cerpeniers, bulding their own houses, und being, in
general, very éxpert in handling the axe,

The intense’ cold which makes those climales habit- .
able to so few species of animaly, renders them eqmu!!y
unfit for the pmducuon of vegetables, Nao species of

*3
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iree or even shrab is found on any of the-islands of Spites
“hergen, a cifcumstauce of the most alarming: namure to.
. aar sxilors. Withoul fire it was impoasibie (o resist the
severity of the climate; and withest waod how wae
_ that fire 10 be produced or supporied ;| Providence has,
however, ‘ordared i, thal ‘in this mariicniar the sem
supplies the defects of the land. In wandering along
the bench they eollectad plenty of wood, whick had
been driven aphore by the waves. 1t -consisted wt frst
of the wrecks of ships, and afterwards af whole tress
with their foois, {he produoe of some more twspmhie
but to them uwknown, coantry,

" Dwaring the first yezs of their exile, nolliing proved
of mare essentisd sarvice {0 thesk unforiunsie men, than
e boseds they found on Lhe besch, having a lonyg
Jiron hook, some nails aboul five or six inches in length
ind peoportionably thick, 1ogether ‘with other pieces of
old iren fixed in them, (ha melaacholy ralics of aame ves.
. wels cast away dn those somele parts; These wero
thrown on shire by the waves, at a timve when the wane
 of powder gave our men reesen to apprehend that they
 musi falla prey to hunger, a1 they had nearly eonturmed
. the rein-deer they hed killed. This circarmstanoe swas
ruecaeded by enotlisr equally fastanales they found on
#he dhore the root of o fivdeee, whldl 'neady appmth-d
{0 the fignme of a bow,

As necessily hag awer boen the mothor of . invantion,
o with thre help ot a keife 1bey asoon converied Lbis sood
dénto & good bow ; bt they still wanted o string and ap
rows. Not knowing how te procure these al present,

thoy resdlrad upon making 2 couple of Iances to defiend -

. thaapeleen ayuini (he white bears, the ptlacks of which
animals, by far the'mest ferveions of dheir kind, they had

B
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greal tasapn toidread.  Finding they could neither make
the haads of Wieir lancas, nps of thelr atraws, without .
the heip -of & hammer, tiey. contrived to form the large
iren hook meentioned shove inlo eng, by heating it, and,
widsning & hala i happenad to bave about ily middle,
with the assistonce of one of the Jargast mails,  Thisre-
esivad the hendle, and a round kaob at one epd of the
hook secved for the face of the hammer. A large sona
sypplied the place of an anwil, and the tongs wera form-
ed of @ couple af seindeer's horas, With these loply
lhe.y made (wo spear-heads, and after polishing apd shara
pewing thom an stomes, they tied them ps fast as poss
sible with thengs of reinedees skin, \n sticks. abous tha
thicknews of & man's aem, which they got from tome
branches.of treea that had been cast op shore.  Thus

eguippad with spears, they resolved 1o attack & white
~ bear ;. and wfter a moat dangerous encounter, tiey killed
the farmidable ereature, and (hus obtained a fresh sups
" ply of peovisiong,  The fiegh of this animal they relished
excesdingly, and they thanght it mnch resembled beef
in Apour.  They percaived, with great pleaspre, that
the tendons might, with litle or no trauble, ba divided
iaio Glaments as fine. as they pleased. This was pers
haps the.mosd fortupate discavery hese men could bave
made 3 for besides giher advaniages, they were thus futr
nished with strings o their bow,

“The suorest our unforiunate islanders had experienced
in woaking the spoars, and the great utility. of the latter,
encouraged thew o procaed, and 1o forge seme piecks
of iron inlo heads of arrows of the same shape, 1haugh
semawhat gmalier .than ihome of he sperrs. Having
groud dnd sharpennd hawe like the foramer, they ticd
shom with #he sinawe of (et white bears to picces of fin

2
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ta which, by means of he sinews of the while bear, they
fastened feathers of sea-fow), aad thus became possessed
of a complete bow and arvows, Their ingenuity in this
respect was crowned with success far beyond their ex-~
pectation; for during the time of their cbntinyance npor
the island, they kiiled with (hese arrows no less than 250
rein-deer, besides a great number of blue and wbite
foxes. The flesh of these animals served them also for -
food, and their skins for clothing; and other necessary

- preservalives against the intense cold of a climate so near -

the pole, .
- They, however, killed only ten white bears in all, and
thal not wilhout the uwtmost danger; for (hese animais

" being prodigiously sirong, defended themselves with

astonishing vigor and fury. The first they atiacked de-
signedly, but the other nine they killed in their own. de-
fence; for sowe of these crestores even ventured to
enter the outer room of their hot in order to devous
them.  All the bears did not, it is true, shew an eqaal

_ degree of fury ; either because some wese less pressed
_by hunger, or were naturally of a less ferocious disposi-

tion ; for several which entered the hut immediately be-
100k themsclves tp flight on the first atlempt of the
sailofs to drive them away. A repetition of these for-

- midable allacks threw the ten inlo great terror and an~-

xiely, as they were in almost perpetual danger.of being

. devoured. _ The rein-deer, the bine and white foxes,

and the whue bears, were the only food these wreiched
mariners tasted during lhe;r continuance mdm dreary

- abode. .

In thelr excursions through the island, they had found

_mearly in the middle of it a slimy loam or a kiod of clay..

Out of this they found means to form a atezsil (o serve
4
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for & lamp, and they proposed to keep it conteatly
burning with the fat of the animaly they wight kill. Te
- have been: destitute of fight, in couniry where, in win.
ter, darkness reigns for several monlhs together, would
-bave greatly increased their other calamitics. Having,
therelore, fashivned a kind of lamp, they fled it with
rein-deer’s fat, and stuck in it some finen twisted into
the shape of a wick. Bu! they had the mortification to
find that, as soon as the fat melted, it not only soaked
into the clay, but fairly ran through it on all sides. It
was, therelore, necessary fo contrive some method of
preventing this inconvenience, which did not proceed
from cracks, but from the substance of which the lamp
was made being too porous. They now made a new
one, dried it thoroughly in the eir, then heated it reds
hot, and afterwards quenched it'in their kettle, in which
- they bad boiled down a qaantity of flour to the consist~
ence of starch. The lamp being then dried and filled
with melted fat, they now found to their preat joy
that it did not Teak. But, for greater security, they
dipped linen rags in their paste, and with them coverad
it all over on the outside. Having succeeded in this als
tempt, they immediately made anuther lamp for foar of
an accident, ihat at all events they might not be destis .
tute of a light ; upon which they determined fo reserve
the remainder of their flour for similer purposes,

As they had carefully collected whatever happened to
be caston shore to supply themselves with fuel, they
had found among the wrecks of vessels some cordage
and a sthall qusntity of caku, which served them to
make wicks for their Jamp. When these stares began
1o Ril, their shirts and trowsers were employed to make
good the deficiency, By ibese means they kept their
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lamp burning without mterm:suon, ‘from the day they
first made it, which was soon afier their arrival on the
island, untif that of their embarkation for thetr nalive
couniry.
- The necessity of converting the most essential paris
of their clothing, such as their shirts and drawers, to the
use above specified, exposed them the more Lo the sigor
of the climate. They also found (hemselves in want of
shoes, boots, and other arlicles of dress; and as wintet
was approaching, they were again obliged to have re-
course fo that ingenuily which necessity suggests, and
which seldom fails in the trying hour of distress.
They had abundance of skins of foxes and rein-deer,
_that had hitherto served them for bedding, and which
they row thought of employing in some more essential
service, but they were al a loss how to tan them.  After
some deliberation, (hey resolved to adopt the following
method : They soaked the skins for severa! days in fresh
waler, Gl they could pull-off the hair pretty easily;
they then rubbed the wet skin with their hands till jt
was nearly dry, when theyspread some melled rein-deer
fat over it, and agalri rubbed it well. By this process
_the leather was rendered soft, pliant and supple, and
proper for every purpese for which they wanted to em~
ploy it. Those skins that were designed for furs, they
soaked anly one day to prepare them for being wrought,
and then proceeded in the manner befere mentioned,
excepting only that they did not remove the hair. Thus
they soon provided (hemselves with the necessary mate~
. xials for alt the parts of dress they wanted,
* They made a curious needle out of a piece of wire 3
and the sinews of the bear and rein-deer, which they -
splitinta several threads, served them to sew with,



POUR RUSSIAN SAJLORS. 167

Excepling the uneasiness which generally accompanies
an involuntary solitude, these people having thus, by
their ingenaity, so-far overcome Lheir wants, might have
had reason to be contented with what Providence had
done for them in their distressful situation. But that
melancholy reflection, to which each of these forlorn per-
sons could not help gi®ing way, thal perhaps he might
survive his companions, and then perish for want of sub-
sistence, or become a_prey to the wild beasts, incessant-
Iy disturbed 1heir minds. The mate, Alexis Himkeff,
more particufarly suffered: having left a wife and three
children behind, he was deeply afflicted at his separation
from ther. He declared, afler his return, that they
were constanlly in his mind, and that thethought of
never more seeing them rendered him very unhappy.

When our four mariners had passed nearly six years
in this drearj place, Feodor Weregin, who had from the

first been in a languid condition, died, after suffering ex-
cruciating pains during the latter partof hislife. Though
-they were relieved by that event from the trouble of at-
tending bhim, and the pain'of witnessing without being
able to alleviate his misery, yet his death affected them
rot a liltle. They saw their number diminished, and
each of the survivors wished to he the next to follow

bim.
As he died in winter, they dug a grave in the snow

a3 deep as they could, in which they laid the corpse, and
then covered i1 10 the best of their power, thal the while '
bears might not get atit. The melancholy reflections
occasioned by the death of their comrade were still fresh
in their minds, and each expected to pay this last duty
40 his remaining companions in misfortune, or to receive
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it from them, when, on the 15th of August 1749, a Rus-
siap: ship wrexpectedly appeared in sight.
The vessel belonged 10 8 trader, who had comre with

7 to Archangel, intending that it should winter in Nova
Zembla, but, fortunately for our poor exiles, the director
of the whale-fishery proposed to the merchant lo let bis

vessel winter at West SpitzHergen, to which, after
_ many objections, he al length agreed.

The contrary winds they met with on their pessage

made it impossible for them 1o reach the place of their
" destination. The veseel was driven towards East Spits«
bergen, directly oppusite to the residence of our ma~
riners, who, as soon -as they perceived her, haslened to
light fires upon 'the hills nearest their habilation, and
then ran to the beach, waving a flag made of rein-deer’s
skin, fastened to & pole. The people on board, per~
ceiving these signals, concloded that there were men
upon. the island, who implored their assistabee, and
therefore came to an anchor near the shore. It would
be in vain to attempt to deseribe the joy of these poor
people, at seeing fhe moment of their deliverance so
‘wear.  ‘They soon zgreed with (he master of Ihe ship to
weork for Wim during the voyage, and to pay him eighty
rubles on their arrival, for t2king them on bowrd with-all
their riches, which consisted of fifty pud or 2000 peunds
weight of rein-deer fat; besides many hides of those
animals, skins of blne and white foxes, and those of the
‘teiy white bears they had killed. They took care'niot to
forget (heit bow and arTows, their spears, their knife and
axe, which were almost worn out, thehr awwls ard their
needles, which they carefully kept ima bome-box, very
ingeniously made with their knife ondy; and, in short,
every thing they possessed.
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Our adventurers arrived safe at Archangel on the
23th of September 1749, having spent six years and
three months in their dreary solitude. The moment of
their landing was near proving faia!l te the loving and
beloved wife of Alexis Himkof, who being present
when the vessel came into port, immediately knew her
husband, and ran with such eagerness to his embraces,
that she slipped into the water, and very narrowly
escaped being drowned.

All three on their arrival were sirong and healthy ;
but having lived so long without bread, they could not
reconcile themselves to the use of i, and complained
that it filled them with wind; nor could they bear any
spiritudus liquors, and therefore drank nothing but water.

"
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NARRATIVE OF T1HE
LOSS OF THE CUMBERLAND PACKET,

On the Coant of Autigua, in rhe Hurricane of the 41h of
: Septewber, 1804,

BY -ONE OF THE OFFICERS,

R

Distress of the De Rostee in a Storn at Antigga—The Cumber-
laird parts ler best llower Cablee—Dreadftl Tempest—The
other Cables purt—The Ship drifts and goes nn Shore in the
Harbor of St Juln's—The Crew cut awsy the Masts—Their
terrible Situation—Difficulty of getting on Shore—-Wonderful

* Preservation of the Chicf Male, by whose Exertions-all the
Crew are ensbled 1o escape.

ON the morning of Monday the 3d of September,
the Duke of Cumberland packet was lying atanchor
in the road of St. Johw's, waiting for the wail, which
was expected to come on board Lhat day.

His majesty’s ship, Serapie, of +4 guns, armed en flute,
lny about two miles farlher out, waiting to convoy the
packet dewn to Teriela.  The wind had been blowing
very fresh from the north during the night, and at noon
had considerably increased. His muajesty’s ship, De
Ruyter,~an old 74, which had lately been brosght hi-
ther to be fitted up as a prison-ship, lay at anchor in
Deep Bay; she had a very weak crew on board, and
ude signals of distress to the Serapis; a boat ¢ame on
board the pachet, at twelve o'clock, fiom the ktier
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vesscl, requesting the aid of some men, in order to asw
sist them in relieving the De Ruyter; but this Capiain
Lawrence could not with propriely gront. At this
time we struck our top-gallant masts, and at two P, M.
we let go the best bower anchor, having been hitherta
tiding with the small bower only.

The gale continued to encrease, and six at o'clock it
- blew a perfect storm from the N. W. by W, when we

struck out yards and top masts. .

The men had scarcely tinished {his work when it was
discovered {hat the vessel had parted her best bower
cable.  This surprised and alurmed us exceedingly, as
the rope was nearly new, and we had been assured that
the botlom af the roadstead was a Durd sand ¢ it mast
have been cut upon a ship’s anchor, or en, a bed of

_caral. We immediately bent the remaining parf of i
to the stream anchor, and the sircam cable-to the
kedge. The wind continued 1o rage with unabated vix
olence, the ship pitched immoderately, and, dreading
lest the cable should give way, at teno’clock we let go
the two remaining anchors. Every thing had now
been done for the safety of the ship that wasin the
power of the crew; the rest we confided to Provi-
dence, and, having rccommended ourselves to the
protection of the Almighty, we remained idle, but
anxious speclators of the scene before us, and awaited
the event in silent dread. To men who were so deeply
interested .in the effects of the storm, no scene could
®e so truly awful: the wind raged with a violence
known only in tropical climateswethe rain fell like a
deluge'—the waves had risen (0 a most stupendous
height—the ship wac pilching her forecastle under wa-

Q2
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ter—our best cable was already gone, and we every
moment expecied to part the rest. To add to the hor-
rors of our situalion, the lightning, flashing now and
theo, discovered to us, noilwithstanding the extreme
darkness of the night, that, as soon as we should partor
deive away from our moorings, a reel of honid rocks
lay to leeward ready to receive us. Thus situated,
every man wus scnsible that it was absolutely impossi-
Lle 1o combat singly the tlerrible agization of the ele-
ments, and our fechle expectations of saving our lives
rested solely on the frail hope of the ship riding out the
tempest.

The masts of the De Ruyler had been frequently
shewn to us by the glare of the lightning, and we
could perceive that she was driving from her monrings.
She suddenty disappeared, and we concluded that
she had foundered. ~'We supposed the Serapis lad
shared the same fate, Aboul eleven o'clock, the wind-
lass gave way, with a tremendous noise: the satlors
immediately clapped stops upon the cables, and se.

cured them by means of ring-bolls on the decks,

These were continually breaking, and were as often
replaced, . -

The cable had now held so long, that we began io
enlertain some faint hopes of riding out the gale, and
we dared for a mowent to quit the deck for some re-
freshment; but no saoner had we sal down, than a
loud groan frem the crew summoned us on deck.  We
dreaded the worst.  The capiain came running forwarll
aund soan put an end to our doubts by exclaiming—
“ All’s now over! Lord God, have mercy upon us!”
The cable bad parted ; the ship hung about two mi-
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nutes by the stream and kedge, and then began lo drive
broadside on, draggipg them along with her. Qur
feelings at this moment are not 1o be described, nor can
I thiok on any similar situation to which they can be
compared. At this time, some.of the seamen, torn by
despair, seemed for a moment to forget themselves;
the cries of their homes, their wives, and their childrer,
resounded through the ship ; but they svon became sen-
sible of their folly, and resumed their usual firmness. .
As soon as the ship patied, which was about twelve
o'clock, every man clung to a rope, and determined 1o
stick to it as long as the ship remained entire, The wind
had veered somewhat to the west, which prevented her -
from striking on 1he reef ot rocks, which we so muth
dreaded. Tt was now one o'cluck: we had drifted an
hour, without knowing whither, We conlinued hold~
ing fast by the rigging, our bodies beaten by the heavi-
est rain, and lashed by every wave. A dreadly)silence
ensued, every one being too intent on his own approach-
ing end to be able to communicate his feelings to apc-
ther; nothing could be heard but the horrid howling of
the tempest. A fittle afler one we struck, and instant~
Iy went off again; this, together wilh several lights be~
fore us at a distance, convinced us thal we were driving
towards the hatbor of St. John's, and that we bad struck
on the bar. We saw a large objecl before us, which
we dreaded was Raf Island, a perpendicular rock in the
reiddle of the harbar, with a fort apon it We were
fast approaching it, and that the garrison might be
speciators of vur fate, for if was in vain to think of as-
sislance, we fired two alarm'guns; but from the tre-
mendous noise of the wind and waves, we doubted if
they could be Leard. We soon found that this objext
a3
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was a Iarge ship, on which we were directly driving.
We came up with her, and went close under her stern.
A famt hope now appeared of being siranded en a
sandy beach, for- we knew Lhat although the harbor is
chiclly bounded with rock, vel Lhere were a few banks
of mud and <and, and our wishes led us to hope the best.
The caplain therefure ordered the carpenter o get the
hatchets all ready to cut away the masts, in order to
make a rafl for those who chose to venlure on it. We
cowid now plainly perceive land not far distant, on
wiich we were driving, and as we knew it (o be a buge
rack, weran up the fore and mizen slaysails, thinking
hy these meons 1o divert the course of the ship, butat the
" same moment the wind chopped from N. N.. W. to
west, buing no less than six points of the compass, and
continued to blow with the same fury,  This kept us
clear of (ne projecting land, and drove us beyond it a
short dislance, when the ship struck; her first strokes
were apparently cpon a candy beach, and we could
plainly discern two large ships ashore, just abreastof us.
We now lundiy imagined that we should be driven on
hoard these ships, but in this we were disappointed’; we
drove past, beating with violence at every wave, and
and in a few seconds found the ship bring up on some
hornd rocks, at the fool of 2 stuperlous precipice.
Every hope now vanished, and we began already lo
consider ourselves as beings ol another world ; the vessel
was dashed with extreme violence on the rocks, and we
could distinctiy hear the cracking of her timbers below,
In order to ease the vessel, and, if possible, prevent
her fram parting, we immediately cut away the mizen-
mas!, and shortly aftr the fore-mast ; the main-mast we
al'owed to remain, in order to steady the ship, and, if
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possible, prevent her from canting to' windward, which’
wonld inevitably have drowned us all. ~ The vesscl had
struck abeut two o'cluck, and in half an hoor afterwards
we found that the waler was up to her fower deck.
Never was day-light so anxiou<y wished for, as by the
unfartunate crew of this ship.  Afier having heid so long
by the shroods, we were forced to cling three hours
longer belore the dawn appeared, during whick lime
we were under continual dread of (he ship's parting, and
faunching us into eternity, The sea was making a com-
plete breach over her, as she lay on her beam ends, and
stiff and benumbed as we were, it was wilh the ulmost
difficuity we could preserve our hold against the force of
" the waves, every one of which struck and nearly drowns
ed us.  The break of day discovered to us all the hor«
rors of our ‘situation: the vessel was Iying upon large
rocks, al the loot of a craggy, overbanging precipice,
twice as high as the ship’s main-mast; the mizen-mast,
whicly, although cul away, still hung in a diagonal di-
reciion, supported by somc ropes, reached withify
abowt four fathoms of the rock ; the land forming a sort
of bay around uvs, also approached us a-head, and the
‘extremily of lhe jib-boom was not far from it. We
could plainly discern many ships on shore in various
parts of the harbor, and the wind and ram beat upon us
with unabated viclence. Theship lay a miserable wreek;
one wave had carried away her stern boat, unshipped
her rudder, and washed overboard her quarfer boards,
‘binnacle and round-house; her fore and mizen masis
Jlay alongshie, supported by small ropes, and the ship
had bilged her larboard side,  Qur first.ihoughls, after
the dawn appesred, were naturally directed to the pos-

sibility of saving our lwves, and we all agreed, thatthe
N
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aonly hope of effeciing this was by means of the mizen«
mast. We immediately got the top-mast and Lop-gailant-
masts Jaunched out on it, which reached within a few
feet of the rock, but the part of the precipice which it
approached was so perpendicular, as to affurd us but
fait hopes of relief, unless it might be procured by
means of some bushes which grew on the brow of the
rock. A sailor socon made trial of 1t ; but to our great
mortification we saw him heave a rope, on the end of
which was formed a noose, and which catching hold of
some of the largest bushes, brought them away in an in-
stant, and discovered 1o us that the voots of the shrubs
were fastened to nothing but a much decayed weather-
_ beaten rock, incapable of affording them support suffi-
cient to withstand the smallest weight, Another seaman,
who seemed {rom despaic {0 possess an extraordinary de-
gree of courage, followed the first man out on the mast,
with the intention of threwing himself fiom the end upon
the rock: he had proceeded 10 the extremity of the
top-gallaut-mast, and was on ibe poinl of leaping among
the bushes, when the pole of the mast, umable to sustain
his weight, gave way, and precipilated him into the
bosom of the waves, As the fall wasat least forty feet,
it was some time before he made his appearance above
the surface of the watery and when he did, every one
expecied to see him dashed lo pleces amonyg the rocks,
but he had fortunalely carricd down with him the piece
of the broken mast, o which were fastened some small
ropes, and by clinging fast to them, he preserved bhis
head above water, al the inlervals of the waves receds
ing, untila tackie was Aixed to hoist bim up. All our
hopes of being saved by means of the mizen-mast were
row blasted ; and yet some decisive measure seemed
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absolutely necessary ; for as.the storm did not abate in
the smallest degree, we began siill more to dread that
the ship would part, as she had already bilged on the
larboard side ; the whole crew had besides been so fa~
tigued, dispirited, and benumbed, that they were
scarcely able 1o hold cut any longer._ It was in vain to
expect ontward assistance, as we were not seen from
the town, and the ships which were in sight of us had it
not in their power (o afford us the least aid.  Some ne-
groes indeed made their appearance on the lop of the
rock, and we requested them to descend alitle way in
order to receive a rope, . ‘but whether from fear or mere

stupidity I know not, in spite of ail our entreaties, pro-
mises, and threats, these creatures stood gaping in the’
most idiotical manner, sometimes atus, and sometimes
at themselves, without making the least motion Lo ap~
proach us. Whilst we were meditating in sullen sie
lence on our situation, Mr Doncaster, the chief mate,
unknown to any one, went out on the bowspril, and,

having reached the end of the jib-bnom, was then seen
lo thréw himseif heanlorg inte the water; he had
scarcely fallen, when a treniendoos wave threw him
upon the rock, and left him dey; there he remained a
few moments without mrticn, until a second wave
washed him still farther up, wien clinging te a pro-
jection of the cliff, he e ectually preserved his hold.
He remained there a few minutes 1o recruit himself, and
then began lo scramble up the rock.  Mr. Duncasier’s
preservalion was most miraculous; all the ship’s com-
pany were unanimous in declaring that it was next 1o an
impassibility : i seemed, indeed, a singular interpoesition
of Providence in our behatl. o about hall an hour, he
with infinite difficully reached the summit of the <liff.



178 LOSS OF TIHE CUMBENLAND PACKET.

Mast anxiously had we been watching every step which
he took, and praying for his salety, conscious that our
preservation depend ed solely upon it.  He immediately
came round to that part of the precipice which was over
against cur quarter, and, descending a litile way, he
received a rope thrown from the main-tap ; this be lase
tened to some trees on the top of the chiff, and we pass-
ed the other end of it to the head of Lhe mizen-top-mast.
This being done, a few of the most expert seamen
warped themselves up upon it, carrying with them the
end of another rope, upon which a fackle was bent,
and which they fastened also to the trees ; (he ather end
of the tackle was made fast to the mizer-mast, and
the fold of it passed to the crew upon deck. By means
of Lhis rope, which we fastened 10 our waists, and the
fiest rape, by which we supported ourselves, warping
along it with our hands, we were all, in the space of
three hours, safely hoisted to the top of the cliff, except-
ing a few of the most active seamen, who were lefl to
the last, and obliged to warp themselves up as the first
had done. The whele ship's company, consisting of
Captain Lawrence, Mr. Lawrence the master, Mr.
Doncaster the chiet mate, Mr. Lowrie the surgeon,
with twenty-four seamen and petty officers, and three
passengers, Mr. Verchild, Mr. Weod, and Lieutenant
Webber, of theartillery, having now assembled on the
rock, we touk leave of cur miserable vessel, and bent
our way towards the town. Nor did our difficaities end
here; the whole plain before us, in consequence of the
rain which had fallen and was stili pouring down in -
great abundance, presented the appearance of a lurge
lake, through which we found ocar way with much dif-
ficulty, Inthose places whereroads, or furrows had been

-
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made, we frequently plumped up to the neck, and ‘wera
in danger of being carried Jdown by the stream. Afier
wading about three miles through felds of canes, whose
tops countd scarcely be seen abhove the waler, we reached
the town of St. John’s, where we were so awrteously re-
ceived, that I believe we should have died for wani of
food and necessaries, had it not been for the kind offices
of a mulalio taylor, to whom- we sent for clothes, and
who carried us 10 a house where we were furnished with
beds and provisions, In a few hoors afierwards the
‘wind chopped round to the south, ffom which quarter
it blew with the same violence the whole of the #th and
part of the 5th. The hurricane lasted forty-eight hours,
during which time it made a complete sweep of half the
compass, beginning at N. and ending at 8. This favor-
able change saved the ship from breaking up, and on
the morning of the 5th, we found her lying nearly dsy,
among the rocks, with five large holes in her larboard
side, and we were enabled to-save some of our llnen thal
- was fleating in thehold. , 77
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NJ\RRJ\TIVZ OF THE

SHIPWRECK OF THE ENGLISH EAST I\DLA'\iAN,
THE FATTYSALAM.

On the -Coast of Coromandel, the 26th of August, 1761,

————.

Proceadings of Captain Kearney previous to his going on board
the Fattysalam—Alarming Sitnation of the Ship—Captain
Kearney forms the Design of escaping in the Boat, in which
Part of the Crew save themselves with him~-Melancholy Fate
of the Ship—=Distress and Sufferinga of those in the Boat—They
reach Land—~Are made Prisoners by the Natives—Reduction
of their Number by Disease—-They are released by the Rajah'
of Cattack-~Their arrival st that Place~—Subsequent adven-
ture of Captain Kearney.

THE following mnarrative of the loss of the Fattysalam
is given in a letter from M. de Kearney, a caplain in
Lally’s regiment, who was taken prisoner by the Eng-
lish, to the Count D’E‘laing, lientenant-general, come
manding the French troopsin the East Ind:es, during
the war of 1756,

Some time afier your deparlure from India, says M.
de Kearney, I was laken prisoner by the English, at the
battle of Vandevachy, a small fort between Madras
and Pondicherry. My conquerors treated me with the
greatest generosity, and even did all in their power to
save my effects.  But I lost absolutely every thing I had
taken with me for the campaign ; the seapoys pi'undered
me without mercy. You are acquainted with that un.
ditciplired militia : they do not comprehend that it is
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possible to treat as friends; that is, to spare as much
as possible those who have been, and may again be one’s
enemies,

I aslept one might in the English camp, and Colonel
Caillot paid me the greatest attention. The next day
1 obtained permission to go on my parole to Pondicher-
ry, where [ remained several months, eud made every
possible exertion to procure my exchange. When the
place ‘was invested by the Englisly, I was swwmmnned, to«
gether with the other prisoners of war, to repair (o Ma-
dras. I accordingly went o that place, where I found
almost two-thirds of the officers of the king’s army,
taken on different occasions. 1 was therefore at Madras
when the English, having mede themselves -masters of
Pondicherry, tesolved to send all the French officers to
England. 1 was, in consequence, directed to hold
myself in readiness for embarking ; Lord Pigott, the go-
vernor of Madras, kindly permitied me to chuse the way
by which [ wished to be conveyed to England. 1 chose
that of Bengal, ‘'on account of the good accommodation
which Lord Mgoit had provided me on board the
Hawk, and I shall mdver forget the favors and civilities
he conferred npon me. By this arrangement ] hoped
10 alleviate the hardships and fatigues of my passage to
Europe. The appreliensions arising from the prospuct
of such a long voyage, with upwards of fifty prisoners
of war, of all descriptiom, confined within 2 narow
compass, and suffering many inconveniences, ; but,
above all, the necessily to which, as I was inforewd,
we should be reduced, of living seven or eight minths
on salt provisions, though the company had given
erders to the contrary, induced .me to take this slop,’

VoL, lil, R
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as the safest under such circumstances. It was how-
ever, the cause of all my subsequent misfortunes.

The Hawk, in which I was to be conveyed to En-
rope, proceeded: wilhout me from Madras to Bengal,
because I had not yet settled all my affairs. 1 was,
therefore ordered to prepare Lo join her by the first op-
pottunity that should offer, and which could not be far
distant in a season when vessels were sailing every week
for the gulf,

The first ship that happened to depart was the Fat-
tysalam, which had been built at Bombay, and had
never been employed bot in the Indian seas. She
was intended to carry greal part of the stores taken by
the English, and near 500 troops, which it had been
thought fil to send to Bengal, because afler the re-
“duction of Pondicherry, they were not wanted on that
coasl. '

In this unfortunate vessel I embarked on the 26th
‘of Auguast, 1761, and the same day we set sail. On
the 28:h between ten and eleven in the morning the
captain of the ship, in confidence, told Major Gordon,
the principal officer of the troops, that there was seven
feet waler in the hold, thal, notwithstanding the exer-
tinns_of the men, the water conlinued to gain upon
them, and that the ship could not live above two hours
longer.

When the people had been nearly two hours employ=-
ed in lightening the vessel, by throwing every thing
overboard, I kept a watchful eye upon the captain. I
saw him speaking with the Major, with an air of con-
sternation, denoling the grealest misfortune. 1 ad-
vanced (owerds them and asked in a whisper, in Eng=
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lish, what was the matter. Major Gordon . with & tre-
mulous voice repested what he had just heard of the
captain,  Struck with the dreadful intelligence, but not
deprived of the power of acting, I instantly formed my
resolution.  Cutting short all useless words, 1 only
asked the caplain if we might not save ourselves by
takisg possession of the boat which was laden with pigs,
and intow a-stern of the vessel. He replied with lhe
most dejected and discouraging lock, that this expe~
dient would only cause us to survive a few hours, those
whom we should leave on board; and he did nol think
this measure practicuble among so many soldiers and
sailors.  This answer convinced me that the pusillanis
mous caplain had no resource. [ told him we would
underlake the execation of the design, and that, for his
part, he had only to observe two points, not to mention
it to any others, and to follow when he should see us in
the fatal boat. He immediately left us. The major
#nd I being left together, concerted our escape from the
vessel, which we executed in leys than two minuies,
He destended from the deck by a private ladider, into
the great cabin, to inform the officers of his regiment,
who might chance to be there, of our design, for the
moments were too precious to go elsewhere to seek
thers, ¥Fur my part, I called my servant, a trusty fel-
“low, on whom I could depend. He had been a soldier
in my company, and had Lkewise been taken prisoner ;
but I had obtained his liberty of Lord Pigott. I 1old
him in few words what ‘was eur intention. I imme-
diately shut the door, that the people might not see from
the forecasile what we were about. As the ship,
though vere large, had no gallery, ! directed my sers
vant 1o go oul at one of the windows of (he cabiv, and
a2
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by means of a rope he let himself down into ‘the boat.
I had previously furnished him with my sword and a
hatchet, ordering him io dispatch without mercy ali
who attempted to get into the boat, excepting they
came from the spot where I was stationed to conduct
our descent. Every thing was executed im the best
manner; this intelligent servant kept the boat for us tiil
ali these whom it was inlended to receive, had descend-
ed, and our {title embarkation was effected with such
success and expedition that he was not under the neces-
sity of making use of his weapons. As soon as the cape
tain, who through his irresolution had nearly lost the
boat, had enteted, with the rest, the first fhing we did
was 1o cul the rope by which she was fastened to the
vessel, and to push off, s0 that ina short time we had
got 1o a considerable distance,

We were now in an open boat, abundened to the ime
pulse of the winds and waves, tothe number of twenty«
five persons, among whom were two young ladies, the
wives of linglish officers, in Coote’s regiment, all badly
accommodated, ill-clothed, and mixed higgledy piggle-
dy with the hogs.  Our first purpose was to make room,
for which purpose we began to throw the pigs overs
. board; but a fucky reflection of one of the company,
caused usto keep seven, in order, that, at all events, we
tight not be reduced to the horrible necessily of devours
ing each other, which must have been the case without
this wretched resource,  Having Lhus cleared the boat
s fittle, we were obliged to altend foanother point
equally pressing.  Each of us took ¢if his coal or waists
coal, to make a kind of sail Lo our bark, and even the
ladies were each obliged 1o give one of the petticoats
they had on, which were only of muslin. All these
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things being Jmned and !:ed fogether, with-bur hand«
kerchiefs torn into slips, formed a kind of sail, equally
weak and awkward.

While we were thus employed, the unfortunate crew
kept making signals that every thing was repaired, with
a view (o induce us o return.  This arlifice was em-
ployed by our wretched companions, in the hope of
saving themselves in our boat. If we had been so weak
as to listen to our caplain, who fell into such &n evident
snare, we should have gune back, and all have perished
together. We, however, took care not lo go near them,
and il was fortunale for us that we did; for a few mi-
nutes afterwards the ship presented the most distressing
spectacle. She was no longer under any government ;
sometimes she drifted away. and at others'she tarncd
round like a whirlwind. Svon afierwards oue of the
wasts wenl by the beard ; another followed, and the
third went next. ‘The ship was now a sheer huik,
atill floating at the will of the waves; bul which aps
peared to be kept afloat only by the incessant exertions
of the poor wretches, whose piercing cries filled us with
horror. A fog came on; we could no longer distin-
guish the vessel, and she must in a short lime have gona
to the bottom,

It is always by comparison that we are forlunate ot
miserable. What great reason had we to thank Heaven
for having preserved us ffom the fate to which between
five and six hundred persons left on board were doomed ?
Bat what was the price of our escape? For what mise«
ries were we nol reserved ? And, bhow welancholy was
our situatipn !

We were in the open sea, in a crazy boat, which a
single wave would lLiave sent 1o the boltom, in the hand

3
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of Providence, without compass, or any other rigging
than our little sail, which required all our attention,

We had not a drop of water, nor provisions of any
kind, We were constantly wet with the waves which
entered our boat, and continually employed in baling
the water, with which we were incessantly inundafed ;
snd, notwithstanding this fatigeing labor, we were
shivering with cold, because we had very few clothes
to cover ourselves, and those few were thoroughly
soaked, In this state we floated at the mer{.y of the
waves seven days and seven nights.

QOuvr only nourishment was a spoonfat and a half of
pig’s blood, distributed to each every twenty-four hours;
for in order. to allow two spoonfuls, it was necessary to
mix with it a little salt water; and never was any thing
more exacily measured than this scanty pitlance;
Many of us, whose sppetites and stomachs were equal-
1y good, ate the flesh of the piga quile raw, and we
killed one each day, so that on the seventh we had no-
thing left. My principal regale was the liver, vr coagu-
Iated blood, which I oply sucked, and then spat out,
My servant, who was our butcher, slways reserved that
part for me.

Soon after lwelve o'clock, of the seventh night, we
thought we heard a noise, which at first appeared very
strange, but which we aflerwards judged to proceed
from the dashing of breakers against {he rocks, or against
some shore. We floated between fear and joy, and
impatiently waited for day-light, That light so slow in
its approach, at length arfived, and every thing disap-
peared. Judge of the revolution produced in our minds
and bodies by this vain hope destroyed, as seon as con-
ceived. We were plunged into snch profound conster-
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nution; hat we should wol have been able lo bear up
sgainst it, had not the hand of the Almighty speedily
afforded relief,

About seven the same morning, one of the company
eried ont: # Land! or something like it.” We now
distingnished in the horieon a speck which oor ardent
desire to meet with fand, actually caused us {o lake for
such. "Nature was once more animated by a ray of
hope, We directed onr conrse towards the point which
appeared in the horizon, and at wine we began {o diss
tinguish hills, but we saw no land tilf we were on the
beach, because the shore is so extremely low. It isim-
possible to describe the effect which this cheering sight
produced upon us. I will, however, endeavor o give
you some iden of it. We all Emmedialeiy experienced
a certain impression of joy, vigor of life, with-which
our souls were penstrited, as a person is penetrated by
the heat, when after enduting excessive cold, he tomes
1o a good fire, whose genial influence re-animates his
benumbed powers. We felt a delicious sensation of our
feeble existence, and this sensation diffused through alt |
cur faculties, seemed o restore us to new life. It is
only those who have been in the same situation that can
know the inexpressible en_;oyment of a moment of whick
assuredly no other situation in life can afford an idea.

. The question now was how te disembark. Here we
were under some imbarrassment ; for the surf was very
strong, and the desert appearance of the coast, on
which we discovered neither houses, nor inhabitants,
 nor chelinguiz, (smali boats, which are used in the Last
Indies, for embarking and going on shore) were a more
convincing proof than the assertion of the pusillanimons
captain, that no Earopean boat had cvey landed there:
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A consultation was held, in which it was resolved to
make the attemipt, let those save themselves who could.
This opinion, supported by those who could swim, and
particularly by the captain, who even declared that he
was sure of getting on shore safe, was too.contrary to
humanity to be adopted by good sense. It was the
same as condemning those who unforlunately were not
familiar with the water, and in particular the two fe«
males, and to myself, who knew no more how to swim
than they, to almost inevitable death, at least, excepts
the Almighty should work a new miracle in their behalf,
Y reprobated the measure, and told the caplain in a firm
tone, that it should not be execaled as long as I had
breath ; that since part of the company were in the same
predicament with myself, and my servant, whose life was
as dear to meas my own, it was their duly lo.sleer the
boat in such a manner, that we might all get o Jand in
safety. I added, holding my sword drawn befare him,
thal he should answer with his life, for that of every in-
dividual, _ _

At these words an Euglish officer, of the name of
Scott, & hot-headed mun, and always inclined to the
most violent measures, exclaimed: « What! doesa
single Frenchman, and prisoner of war, here pretend to
give law to us, and dare (o call us barbarians -t Sir,”
said I, calmly, * our common misfortune renders us
all equal ;-1 am (ree here as well as yon, and repeat it
at the risk of all the satisfaciion that may be demanded
of me when we are on shore, the captain shall
answer with his life, for the lives of all our compa-
nions,”

The captain being inlimidaled, nrdered two Lascars,
who were good swinmers, and had escaped with us, to



-LOSS OF THE FATTYSALAM. 189

place themselves beside me, and not to quit me il I
was on shore. He then went to the helm, and mana-
ged so skilfully, or rather with such good fortune, that
we ran a-ground without any accident. In consequence,
however, of a very natural impatience, twelve of our
companions, the moment the boat struck, leaped into
" the wafer, and even some of those who could swim
nearly perished. They were besides separated from us,
the boat being thrown by two waves into a river, which
we did not perceive till we had entered it.  This river
was so rapid that our boat was scon driven a-ground,
and we thus had an opportunity of gelting on shore.

I wish I could describe this moment; but how shall I
frace it with all its circumastances, with the simplicity,
the energy, the truth of nature. We scarcely felt ihe
ground, when each occupied only with himselfand the
single sentiment of his own preservation, no longer
thought of his companions. Our eyes sought only fresh
water, and something to prolung our existence. We
perceived a small lake, and we instantly ran Lo its banks,
plunging overhead in the water like ducks, to allay 4
dreadful thirst, a thirst of eight whole days, to which
the heat of a burning fever bears no comparison, It
would be necessary tv have endured, for the same
length of time, the devouring fire of thirst, of all human
‘wants, the most imsupportable, and the most pressing,
to form any concepiion of ours, and our eargerness {o
appeaseit. In such a silualion, the sufferer would give
for a glass of waler, all the gold and all the diamonds of
India; he wuuld give the whele world,  From this you
may judge of our protracted sufferings, our transports on
the banks of the lake, and the delight we experienced,
Having deank our fill, we began some to eat the grass,
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and others the shell-fish, which fortunately happened te
be on the spot where we landed, and during forty-eight
hours we had no other nourishment.

We now began to be disiressed a! our saparation into
two pariies. We endeavored to join each other again,
but being prevented by the depth of the torrent which
separaled us, each company began to warch towards
the interior of the couniry, in quest of some habilation.
The country in which we Lhen were, belonged 1o ihe
dominions of the Rajah of Arsapour, situated near the

moulh of the Ganges, We had not advanced far, when
a snare was laid for us by the natives, that they might
the more eastly get us intotheir power,  Two fishermen
by whom we had been discovered, were direcied to tei]
us to remain where we were.  They assured us that the
sovereign of the place was informed of our arrival in his
dominione, that he was acquainted with our disaster,
and our unfortunate sitnation, and that being’ = prince
of a bepevolent disposition he would very soon send us
reliefof every kind, A few hours afterwards a quantity
of rice and hog's lard was aclually brought us, with the
rajah's compliments, and a promise that the following
day we should be sheltered from the inclemency of the
air, and particularly the night dews, which was very
dangerous in that climale. “This promise way punclu-
atly performed, for the next day people came 10 fetch

, but il was for the purpose of conducting us to a small
island, where we were kept as prisonets.  Kach of the
two divisivns was conducled by a different route, and
we knew not what had become of the other. There
we remained seven weeks, having no other nourishe
ment than black fice, with which we were {urnished on
paying for it, and twice a week detestable sall-fish; and
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te procure even this we were abliged o sell every Lhing
we had.abont us. We, however, found means to tame’
iwo blacks, to whose care we were concigned, and to
procure of them same indulgences. One of our ladies,
Mrs, Tait, a native of Ireland, who had a good voice,
sung Lhem some English songs, to which they listened
with great pleasure, though they understood not a word
of them. This complaisance obtained us from time to
time some fruits and other refreshments,  Yet the water
we had to drink was so unwholesome, that out of the
twa companies thirteen died, and the twelve sorvivors
were allattacked with fevers or dropsies, and were either
livid or . yellow, and so disfigured, that no one would
have taken us for Europeans. '
But as no distress is so great as to deprive men of all
hope or the power of relieving themselves from it, so
our allention was incessantly directed towards the
means of escaping from ourisland. The two lascars
who were in our company, appeared likely to aid us in
the design, With a pencil, which one of the ladies
chanced to have preserved, we wrute a note (o Barasole,
where the English have a small factory,  This we pre-
vatled apon the lascars (o take, promising them a con-
siderable sum of money, when we should be released
from caplivity, and on our arrival at the first European
seitlement. The lascarscomplied with our desire, and
noiwithstanding the difficalties of the journey, Lhey set
of.  They were obliged to swim across three or four
large rivers, and always (o travel in the night, to pre-
venl being discovered by the natives. Having escaped
many dangers by their dexterity, or surmounted. them
by their boldness and pe.severance, they at lengih arri-
ved at Cattack the residence of a rajah, or chief of the
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Mabratlas. On their arrival at that place they were-
- carried before the rajah, and being interrogated respect-
ing tbeir business there, they gave an account of our
shipwreck, the manner in which we had escaped, the
" distresses we had since experienced, and our confine-"
ment by the Rajah of Arsapour. They did not forget
t6 add that we had with us -two young white women,
and that the men were people of consequence. The-
Mabratta chief then enquired if the men were proper for
soldiers ; likewise asking whetber the women were very
fair, and handsome erough for lis seraglio.. The lascars
having satisfied him relative to these particulars, the ra-
jah immediately sent for the son of the Rajah of Arsa-
pour, who was then his hostage, and ordered him to
write to his father, to send off to Cattack immediately
on-receipt of his ketter, the Europeans, both men and wo-
men, whom he had, for twomonths, keptprisonersinanis-
“Jand. Conformably tothe policy ofall the petiy sovereigns.
of India, be likewise took care (o order that we might be
sent by the worst and least frequented roads, to conceal
us as much as possible from the sight of the natives. The
order for our departure having been given separately to
the two parties, we sel off with ocur guides, and had-
proceeded some hours, when we met. We had been
parled two months, and duitog thisinterval had received
ro tidings of each other; you may therefore conceive
how grest was our joy on seeing one ancther again.
We mutually learned the death of those of our com-
panions, which cach party had lost; and actaal skele-
tons, walking spectres, who ceuld scarcely walk, con-
gratulaled each other on being stiil alive,
The distance 1o Cattack was fourlesn days’jnurney :
this we travelled on fuot, and almost without shoes. Gur
2



LOSS OF TRE PATTVEALAM: "

' jewrnies were very short, because we were ail ill, and
exhausted with-fatigue; besides, -as our way led almost
" conlinually through marshes, we were up to our waisis
in tiud, We had several large rivers: (o crass, in the
passage of which those who conld swim assisted the
others, The iwe young English women, who, cenainly, ©
were not formed lor such hardships, were in a mest de«
plorable condition, and the sufferings of these poor creas
tures scemed to aggravale oor own distrestes, One of
them, Mrs. Nelsop, died four days before we reached
CanlacX; but the other; thoagh ihree months advanced
in her pregnancy, was so fortunate as Lo arrive at that
place in safety, SR
Exhausted as we were with faligue at the end oFeach
day’s journey, we were obliged Lo pass the night wncdler
Irees, because the people of the country weuld not per-
mit us to set foot in their houses, the exercise of hospis
tality towards Europeans being prolibited by their relis
gion, We, at length, arrived at Cattack, bat some se~
veral days before the others, There we learned that the
English had a factory in the place, and repaired thither
immediaicly ; bul Wwe found -only some seapoys in tke
Company’s pay, and not a single European. "The sea-
poys received us with great kindness, and moved by
our sileation, they first went to the bazar, or market, 1o
procare ussome bread. This we greedily devouréd,
-drinking water, which they gave us, and thus made a
delicious repast.  'We congratulated one another on
finding ourselves under a roof, and shellered from the
inclemency of the air; we then lay down and slept.
We expected the next day thal the Mahralla chief
would send some orders relative to us, but he was then
@n a {our in the country.  His minister took ne notice
VeL. I, s r
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of us, and we were aliowed nothing to subsist upen,
The seapoys, therefore, continued to maintain #s in ihe
best manner they were shle. .

Dauring our journey from the island in which we had
been confined to Cattack, the two lascars who had
effected our relcase, and had concealed from the Mah-
ratta chief the commission with which they were en-
trusted by ua, proceeded o their route, and arrived at
Barrasole, where they acquainted (he English with our
situation. Tley then went o Calcutta, and called upon
Mr. Vansitiard, the English gevernor of Bengal. The
governol lost no Hme in gending ws relief; but, on ac- -
count of the distance, we did not receive it till twenty’
er twentyfive days after our artival at Cattack, He
used all his interest with the Mahrattas to. obtain our li=
berty, but as they were not, at that time, on good terms
with -the Company, they refused to grant this faver to
. anerchants. It was, therefore, necesiary that Colonel
Loote, the eongueror of India, should demand our re-
" lease, which he obtained without dificalty.

OCur company was seon ankious to repair to Barrasole,
st the distance of six days journey. As for meand my
fanhiul servant, we did not wait for the general order
to depart, but set off before the rest. 1 had found at
Cattack s Edropean, 4 native of Russia, who had been
@ gunner in M. de Bussy’s army, and who was now -an
sriiliery officer in the service of the Mabrattas, As he
understood and could spesk the French language, I en-
deswvored, withowt informing him who 1 was, to learn
&is sentiments relative lo M. de Bussy., He misured me
thal it was he whe had given ihe Asiatics the highest
#dea of the Europeans, that he should regret him all his
life, and should never cease to adoce hims; those wers

L )
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his very expressions. On this | told him that I wasa
Frenchman, and a prisoner of war to the English} that
I had with me a servant, to whom 1 was sirongly sttachs
ed, and (hat 1 was very desirous of leaving Catlack as
speedily a1 possible. He replied thet he would procure
me permission {o lepve the place, provided Lhe others
. should know nothing of the matter till thé moment of
our departuse. 1 kept the secret, and he actually ob-
tained a kind of permission for me and my servant.
immediately hired two deoleys, a kind of hand-barrow
catried by men. To pay for these, and (o support us
on our journey, I sold a stock-buckle and some sleeve.
buttons, which were the only'things 1 had left. I then
ook leave of my companions frankly, informing them
how and by what meens I had obtained permission to
depart, that they might émploy the same method,

. The journey ta Barrasole had rearly proved fanl to
-us, We were twice attacked by tigers, and had the
pain lo see s Moor, who bad been very serviceable to
us in many respects in our distress, carried off al the dis-
tance of a few paces lrom us,. by one of these cruel ani-
mals. The same tiger, after dispaiching the unfortunate
man, came .again out of the wood, and gazed on us
wilh a most terrible look, but keeping close together,
our firmness and the noise we made obliged him to
retire,

On my arrival at Barrasole I met with some English-
men, who were going.to embark for Bengal. They pro-
jposed to me lo accompany them. 1 had scarcely time
to drink a glass, and wenl on board.

. We were six or seven days in reaching Calentis, it

being so very difficult to ascend the Gavges, and wa

were again hear perishing in 1his shorl passage, where
: 22
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you meet with rocks upon rocks, and dangers upon dan-
gers. When we had arrived at Goupil, 1 saw seversl
of the East India Company's ships, and begged the Eng-
lish, with whom I was, to suffer me 1o go on board one
of them. They perceived that both myselfand my ser-
vant were sick, exhausted, and in want ofevery thingy
therefore, at the expence of two rupees, which were afl
the money [ had left, I procured a bost to carry me on
bourd the Piassy, commanded by Capt, Ward. When
T had got on board this ship, I #magined my hardships at
an end, and every thing was alnost forgotten.  The
first person | spoke to was Mr, White, a captain of the
Company’s troop:.  He took my servant and me for
two soldiers who had been robbed; oer figore and
dress, equally worthy of pity, annoanced the most-mi-
serable condition.  This generous Englishman, address.
ing himself to me, said, in his own language :—* Poor
soldier! you are badly equipped. Whe are you, and
whence do you come ?* I replied in English: * You are.
right, I am a soldier, and my servant there ix one jike.
wise ; we think ourselves very forlunate in being still in
existence.” I added, that I was one out of twelve who
had escaped.. from the ship Fattysalam, which had been
fost, together with the crew, on the coast of Coromane
del; that [ was indebted for my life, in the first place, to
my soldiers’ courage, and in the next to the exertinris
of my servant, whom he saw overwhelmed wiih discase
and unable to siand; and concluded with telling bim my
nime and rank.  Mr. White immediately wenl to his
cabin, and brought me a change of clothes from head 1o
foot, of which 1 certainly wasin great want. [ had for
ten weeks worn the same shirt, which was all in tatters
my setvant only dipped it from time to time in water,
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to ease me a little. The poor fellow,. who was quile
waked, was likewise supplied with clothes. Mr.Wihile
then presented me with chocolate and something to eat;.
but { was so wenk that the.smell only of the chocolate:
had nearly made me faint, and I could not touch any
thing, T drank some tea, and that was all I could get
down, Ireceived a (housand other civililies from this
worthy man, aad the captain shewed me equal kindness.
~ When I had changed my things, and taken:my lea, those
gentlemen proposed to me, to go up the Ganges to Cal-
cutia with them, in a vessel that was just going to setoff,
Y consented, but not without great regret, al being obli
_ ged to leave behind me in the vessel my faithful compas
mion, who was attacked with a violent fever. How«
ever, as there was no other allernative, and as the kind
ness of those gentlemen, both 10 himvand: 10 e, rendered
me easy with regard to his fate, 1 left him, but not withe
out great reluctance. He died soon allerwards in the
Enghsh hospital at Clalcutta.

We arrived at that place lhe next day. Iwent to the
governor, Mr. Vansittart, who received me with great
humanity, and assigned me. as a prisoner of war, 120
rupees per month for my subsistence. I was in want of
every thing, and he did not wake me any advance. X
had recourse to-my benefactor, Mr. White, whe lent me
300 rupees,. which 1 expended in the. purchase of linen.
and clothes. [ was two months without drawing the
allowance assigned me by the governor, 1 was about to-
recejve it, when I suddenly received an order to embark
in the Hawk, which was still on the coast. 1 was sick,
had no linen made up, nor any thing necessary for a
long voyage. I was, however, pressed to setoff. Col.
Coote had the kindness 1o defer my departure, and the

53 -
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Hawk sailed withont me. I therefore had time to-equip
myself. 1 flattered myself that Mr. Vansitiart, to whom,
in the quality of an officer of the king's etat-major and
captain of his forces, I offered the necessary securities, or
bilisofexchangeon the French East India Company,would
sdvance me a sum to pay the debts which my sitvalion
had ubliged me to contract ¢ but in this hope 1 found my-
selfmistaken. I mentioned this subject shortly before my
departure io Colonel Coote, who sent me 300 rupees.
The governor hearing of it, likewise transmitled me 400,
This was all I received from him, and I could not help
seceiving ihis scanty relief, that I might leave no debts
behind me. .

On the 2d of Fehruary I left Caleutta and teturned
to Goupil, on the Ganges, where 1 embsrked in the Hol-
dernesse, commanded by Captain Brooke. I wasre-
eeived with great kindness by the captain, who had on
board thirteen or fourteen other French officers, pri-
soners like myself.  The ship arrived without accident,
and after a month’s residence at London, I was permit-
fed to retarn o France,
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NARRATIVE OF THE PROCEEDNNGY ON BOARTY
HIS MAJESTY's SHIP THE THESEUS,

CAPTAIN EDWARD HAWKER,

From the 4ch to the L5tk of Seprember, 180% in the Hurricane which that Ship
encounteredin the West-Indies, .

e ———

The Theseus and the Hereule overtaken by a drendfnl Hariicand
-—The ‘Theseus makes inuch Water—-The Crew heave some of
the Gunsinto the Sea—-The Mam-mast goes overboard---The
Harricene abates—The Ship loses her Fore-maat---Exertions of
the Crew at the Puieps-~-They refit the Ship in the best man-
ner pnssible---She arrives at Jamaica,

SOME of the consequences of the Jate dreadful hursis’
cane, in the West-Indies, have already been noticed..
The Theseus and L'Hercule experienced, among the .
other ships on that station, a portion of its destructive.
effects; and their preservation appears to have been
entirely owing to the active exertions, persevérance,
and good conduct of their.officers and crews, It can-
not, indeed, be too powerfully impressed on the minds
of seamen, that if, in such circumstances, a possibilily of
Ppreservation exists, it can be expected only from reguta-
rity, and obedience to the diteclions of their superiors,
and from their cheerful and united efforts in the common,
cause, As an addilional ilusiration of this truth, we
give the following extract from the iog-book of Lhe
Theseus, descriplive of the proceedings on board that
ship, amidst the distresses in which she was involved.,
¢ Taesday, Sept. 4—Towards noon fresh breezes
and cloudy weatber, with a long swell from the easts
werd; sent the small sails out of the tops; got double
breechings on the guns; rove the top-tackle-sails, and
otherwise prepared for bad wealher. At noon the N. E.
point of the Square Handkerchief bere S.W. 60 miles,.
and the N. E. pomnt of the Silver Quays 5. 100 miles,
The longitude, per chronometer, at 5§ minutes past
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eight o’clock, was 69. 45. W. and latilude observed ab
noon, 22. 12. N.; L'Hercule in company.

* Wednesday, Sept.5, P.M. fresh breezes and clondy
weather.  Furled the fore and mizen top-sails; gol in

. the flying jib-boom, and top-gallant-yard down. At
three quarters past three, struck top-gallant-masts, and
close reefed the main-top-sail. At four same weather,
with a heavy swell from the eastward; L'Hercule in
company. At eigbt strong gales with rain; hauled up-
the main-sail, and set the main and mizen storm stay-
satl.—A. M. Attwo, heavy squatls, with ram; took in
the main-top-sail; split the main-stay-sail, and unbent
it.  Atsix hanled up the fore-sail; furled the courses,
and got the top-gallant-masis en deck ; jib-boom and
sprit-sail-yard in. At eight hard gales; unslung the-
lower yards and gaff, and lowered them down; found:
one of the bob-stays gone; replaced it; get the fore-
runners reve, and set up to secure the fure-mast. At
balf past nine the main-stay-sail-stay gave way, and the
sail was split to pieces. At three quarters past ten split
the mizen-storm-stay-sail. Towards noon tremendously.
heavy gales; swified the fore and mainrigging.. N.E..
end of Stlver Quays, S, 26-miles, W, 54.

“Thuesday, Sept.6, P.M. blowing a hurricane at N.E..
with most tremendous squalls, At half-past twelve the
main-lop-mast was blown away, and in its fall carried
away the top-sail-yard; got hands into the top, and cut
away the rigging, in doing which the greatest part of the
wreck eame down the main-lift, upon the starboard:
main-yard-arm ; succeeded, with great hazard, in get-
tng itcleared. Fhe hurrieane. still continued withont
inlermission, and the wind shifting gradvally round to
the westward, it appeared, i possible, to blow with
greater fury,  Eound the jolly-boat, which was boisted:

-y
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up to the stern, and the cutier on the starboard quarler,
washed away; and the wind taking the cutler on the
Tarboard quarier, and driving her against the mizen rig.
ging, she was obliged to be cut adrift. Towards the
evening found the ship made much water, and laboured
very much; kept the hands at the pumps, Towards
miduight the same weather.  About twelve Lhe twa
altermost chain-pumps broke, and became entirely use-
dess, as also one of the hand-pumps on the main-deck,
aller which the waler gained fast on tbe olher pumps,
— A, M. At 1hree there was five fect water in the hold,
and not the ieast appearance of the hurricane abating.
Towards morning, by the grealest possible exertions of
the officers and men, the former encouraging lhe laller,
by lying into the winches, and ali the people not employs
ed at the pumps baling from the lower deck, . the water.
in the ship was reduced to four feet. . Al eight the hur.
ricane seemed toabatea litle, and the pumps, &c. could
then barely hold their own. At ten it clesred up a litile,
the wind being then about 8. E. and we saw L’Hercule
to leeward, with her fore-mast, bowsprit, and main.
mast standing,  Some time before noon the hurricane:
came on again with greal violence, and the ship labour.
ing very much, fourtecn of the foremost and aflermost
of the main-deck guns were thrown overboard, 1o esse
and lighten her.  About this line the main-trusses gave
way, and the yard swang tremendously (rom side (o side
wilh every roll; allempls were made to lash il to the
mast, but it was impossible to be done; and, by cul,ting.
the lee-lift -and jeers, the vard was got overhoard, but
not without staving the boals, and greatly injuring ihe
main-mast and starboard rigging. . The chain-plates of
the lalter soon afler giving way, the main-mast went,
overboard 1o windward, close by the deck, and ihe
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mizen-mast shured the same fate to Jeeward. At noom
there was four feet two inches water in the ship, and the
pumps with great dificully holding their own. Silver
Quayy, 5. 27 miles, W. 68, Square Handkerchief, N.
86 milee, W.63.

* Friday, Sept. 7, P. M. the hurricane siil! continued ;
got braces rove to secure the fore-top-sail-yard, but the
rolling tackle soon afier giving way, it was found ne-
cessary, fur the preservation of the fore-mast, tocot the
yard away, which wasdene, Found twe more of the
bob-stays gone, and the bowsprit sprung ; got the top-
tackles forward, and set up; the fore-runners set up a-
fresh, and lashed the fore-yard 1o the maest, At four the
hurricane in some messure abated, but left u very heavy
sea, 60 much so that there was no probebility of our be-
ing able 1o save the fore-mast, it being ntterly imponible
to get a palt of the rigging.  About five it cleared away,
and we saw L'Hercule to leeward, with only her bow-
sprit andd fore-mast standing; the hands still pumping
and baling, but seldom getting the water under four feet;
Al six, bore up, and ran down lowards L’Hercule ; made
& signal 1o her to stay by ships in distress, with a gun,
and brooght the ship to on the slarboard tack, on which
1.'Hercule hoisted her fore-storm-stay-sail, 'and wore.
At seven, the fore-masl, after being sprung in two or
three places, by several successive and iremend::us rolls,
wegt overboard to windward, leaving a piece of about
15 feet standing above the deck, which soon after felt
. dowh on the forecastie ; cut away the fore-stays imme

diately. to save the bowsptit, and got as many hands to
clear the wreck as could possibly be spared from the
pumps ; great part of the wreck having failen on the
best bower anchor, the latter was obliged to be cut
_away 1o get clear of the former, At eight, strong
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breeges with a heavy sea, the ship laboring very much ;
found the tiller sprung; shipped the mdder-chocks.
Towards mfdnighl the water gained fast upon the pumpa;
renewed every exertion to reduce it by baiing from the
lower deck end from the well, and by working the two
serviceable chain-pumps. Burned several blue lighis to
L’'Hercule during the night, which were not answered
by Ler. At midnight there was five feet six inches wa-
ier in the ship, and, from the motion, it was with diffi«
culty that the men could stand to the pumps. A, M.
aboul five, by the united and extegordinary exertions of
the officers gnd men, the water was reduced to three
feet ten inches, At day-light fresh breezes, with a
heavy sea; saw 2 schooner to windward, which bore
down to us, and, hoisling a union-jack, passed under
our stern; got some hands from Lhe pumps Lo ship the
tiller in the ward-room, and to prepare for selling sume
sail forward, At seven saw L’Hercule a great way to
leeward ; fired several guns as signalt 1o her; got a
rain-royal set on Lhe howsprit ; and, as soon as the tiller
was.shipped in the wardwtoom, and the broken one un-
shipped, we attempted 40 wear, bui without success;
got boats’ rmile set on the cat.heads, bowsprit, &c. About
eleven the ship wore; stoud towards L'Hercule; at hatf
- pest eleven made her signal to close, and also to stay by
ships in diciress; about noon she wore and stood to-
warde.us: gota top-gallant-mast up for @ fore-mast, and
set o lop-gallant-sail on-il. Al noon, woderate breezes
with a heavy sea: people employed st the pumps.
Found the spase top-sail-yards washed out of the chaing”
during the hurricane, and aimost every moveable about
the decks broken to pieces; L'Hercule in company,
Square Handkerchief, 5.W. 90 miley, Cape Camet, w.
SW.iW.58 Iugues.
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“Sutarday, Sept. 8, P. M. moderate breezes from the
S.E. and clondy weather, with 2 heavy swell; people
employed at the pumps, and fitting a top-galiant-mast
for a mizen-mast.  In the afternoon got the pumps to
suck for the first time since the beginning df the hurri-
cane; senl hands down into the well, and cleared it of
sn immense quantity of sand and rubhish; feund it im-
possible to repair the afier chain-pumps, or to render
them in any way serviceable; sacceeded in clearing the
" -sterboard hand-pump, which had been chuaked during
the gale. At eight, moderate breezes with a heavy sea,
the ship iaboring very much ; got a cross-jack set. Found
the leather se much worn aft the chaln-pumps, as o ren.
der them nearly useless; kepi the hand-pomp going a3
fast as possible, and a gang of hands baling from the
well, while the chain-pumps were unrave, and leathered
afresh,  A. M. moderate breezes, the ship rolling very
heavy; found the leak in some degree decreased. At

day-light got ail the hands that could be spared fram Lhe
pumps to prepare for erecting jury-masis.  Made the
signal for Captain Dunn, to inquire into the state of
L’Hercule; found her, by his report, rearly as bad as

- the Theseus, with the exceplion of the quantity of wa-
ter made by thelatter.  Cape Camet, 8. 53, N.W, 64
miles. Booby Rocks, 5. 74, W. 39 miles,

+ Sunday, Sept.g, P.M. employed pumping and ﬁllmg
jury masts; A, M. got up a jury main-mast, Lungl-—
tude, per chrenometer, at noen, 70, 37, W.

« Mondlay, Sept. 10, P.M. employed rigging the jury

" main-mast, and pumpmg ship. Bent a fore-top-sail for
a main-sail, and set it. At eight brought to, L’Hercule
in company.  A. M. at balf past five bore up, and made
all satl; fitted sheers to gel up a jory fore-mast.

“ Tuesday, Sept. 11, Running through the Caicos
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Pasage ; et up the main rigging, and got vpa fore-lop-
sast for a foremast.

“ Wednesday, Sept. 12.  Got up s jury fore-yard,
top-mast, and top-sail-yard ; and shipped the tiller in the
gue-roony.  Cape 5t. Nicholas Mole, 5. 3%, W, 438
niiles.

# Thaursday, Sept. 13, P. M. atsix saw theJand over
Cape Maize, W. 1 N. cight or nine leagues. At noon
Cape Donna Maria §. E. seven or eight miles.

“ Friday, Sept. 14, P. M. at four saw the Navassa, S.
W.by W. A. M. At day-light saw La Franchise fri~
gate; at eight spoke ber, and at goon, sent her a-head
" to make the land.

‘* Saturday, Sept. 13, P.M. At two saw the land bears
ing W.N. W.  Set up thé main and mizen lower rig-
ging. Atsix, cast end of Jamaica N. N.E. Point
Morant N. N. W. L W, off shore seven or eight miles.
At eleven brought to a-breast of the Yallahs, A. M.
At six wore, and made sail towards the land. At a
quarter before twelve anchored in Port-Royal harboar,
L'Hercule and La F ranchise in company.”

YOL. I, k4
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; THE LG35 OF
H1S MAJESTY s SHIP, THE VENERABLE,
OF $EVENTY-POUR GUNS,
CAPTAIN HUNTER,
Belonging to the Chanuel Fleet, under the Command of the
Hon. Adwisal Cornwallis, in Torbay.

Communicaied by Licutenant Niookon, of Mis Majesiy’s Cutter, the Frify,
. Plymowth Dock,

]
1

The ficet, except thie Goliath and Impetueax, get under weigh
—{Great Contusion awong the Ships, in censequence of & dark
Night==The Fish-look of the Veuerable gives way, and a
Master's Mute and Seaman drowned—A Boat lowered, which
upsets=The Crew floating---The Ship refuses Stays, and
gocs a-shure—"Fhe Crew saved by the Assistance of the Boals -
of the Golinth, Jupetaeux, nnd Frisk-.-Remarks.

ON Saturday mght November 24, 1804, in conse-
quence of the wind suddenly springing up to the N. E.
a signal was made for the fleel to get under weigh, which
all did except the Goliath and Impetuenx, having
grounded. In consequence of the darkness of the night,
there was great confusion in the fleets; unfertunate-
ly his majesty’s ship, the Venerable, {Captain Hun-
ter) in fishing the ancher, the fish-hook gave way,
when a master’s male and a seaman fell overboard, and
“were drowned. A boal and crew were instantly low-
ered down, 1o endeavor to save them, but inthe hurry
the alter-tackle gave way, and the boat filled, conse-
quently the crew were floating, wlich threw the people
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into the utmost confusion. Another ship being almost
aboard of them, owing to the darkness of the night, and
the Venerable getting siern away, they endeavored to )

" stay her ‘but the ship refusing stays, and not having room
to wear her, she went a-shore on the north part of the
bay, a! a place called Roundem-Head, near Paington,
“T'hix happened about eight o’clock, and on the signal of
distress being made, his majesty’s cutter, the Frisk,
{Licutenant Nicolson} immediately stood towards her,
and on hailing to knew ty what manner she could be
useful, she was requested to anchot as near as possible
to receive the men, (the ship being at this time bilged)
with which Lieutenant Nicholson immediately compli-
ed, assisted by the boats of the Goliath and Impelvesx,
and with those of the Venerable and Frisk, The masts
were cut away immediately afler she struck. When
Lieutenant Nicolson saw her, which was net till
sometime alter; there being but litle light, she appear-
ed 1o be nearly upright,” with tha water even with the
upper deck ports. -

The sea being very hgh, and at times making a breach
over iter, no boat could be alongside, so that the men
were received down from the stern with ropes. Being
near the rocks, and having a rope from the shore to the

-wvessel, several got on shore by that means; but = lile
midshipman, in endeavouring to land in this manner,
quitted his hold and was drowned. Besides the mat:
and midshipman, the master and ten or twelve seamen
werejost.  Four or five satlors were seen al 1imes look-
ing out at the port holes, and notwithstanding her jolly-
boat hung to her quarter, yet the people on shore could
nol by their gestures and hallooing persuade them to fower
the boat down, and quit her. It is supposed they were

T2
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ill, or more probahly had got to the spirit-room, and
were intoxicaied. - '
The Frisk was very near sharmg the fate of the
" Yeperable ; but the precaution of having kept the main-
sail up prevented it; for had it been to hoist after the
cable had parted, with 400 men on board of a vessel
barely 100 tons, when cvery part of her upon deck and
below was full, her-destruction woyid bave been inevi-
table; but having only the foresai] and jib to hoist, and
the vessel being very panageable, as soon as she gather-
ed a little way, they stayed her, and most fortunately
she came round.
The following is an extract of Lieutenant Nicolsor’s
letter to the Hon, Admiral Cgrnwa]iis, upon this melan-
choly subjects -

*¢ Frisk, Torbay, Nov, 25.

* ] continved after you left the bay tostand off and
on, pot being sble 10 anchor the cotter with wdlety,
from the wind being to the eastward, and a henvy sweli
seiting i, till on tbe ynfortunate évent of the Venerable
- going ow shore, when lanchured us pear her as possihle
and received the men, whu were at that lime in great
slanger. When at midnight the Frisk’s cable parled,
having on board sbout 400 men, she bazely cleared the
racks, which the precautivne of havmg kept the main-sail
up happily effecied,

“* James Nrcorsop.™
The loss of the Venerable must ever ﬁ lamented,

when we recollect the aclive part she took against the
Duteh, Qct. 13, 1797, under the command of Admiral
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Duncan. She fell alongside the Dutch Admiral De
Winter, in the Vryheid, who was for seme lime well
supported and kept up a very heavy fire: the action
becoming general, except by two or three vap ships
- of the enemy’s ‘line, which got off without the smallest
apparent injury. About half an hour after the com-
mencement of the action on the part of the Venerable, a -
Dutch ship of 64 guus caught fire a-head of her; she
wore and drove very near the Venerable to leeward,
while they were engaged, and roughly hacdled by four
ships of theenemy. Afierwards, while passing to lee-
ward of the Duich admiral and commander in chief, on
the opposite tack, her starboard Broadside was fired,
which took place principally among the rigging, as all
her masts came immediately by the board. Soon after
the Dutch admiral steuck his colors, all further opposis
tisn being fruitless, We have thus slightly touched
b a victory, too recent 1o be forgotion, but which at pre-
sent should certainly be remembered as a kind of monus
ment to the lost Venerable. ' '
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THE LOSS OF
HIS MAJESTY's FRIGATE, THE ETHALION,
] oF THIRTY-XIGNT GYND,
" Which was weeekod on ficConst of Franee, in the Night, Deeernber 24, 1799,
T e —— .
. Observutinne— Intention of recounpitring the Pasition of the Ehe-
"my's Fleeta-Consequent Directiogs-—Want of Windr—Recks
discovered close a-head—The Ship striken—The Yamps works
ed; Boats gor out; and. the Guns thrawn overboard—The
Stcm—pont knocked cway-—Slgna]s of Distress~The Ship folis
“on the Stusboard Side, and bilges in several Places-~All the
. 'Crew saved, and the Bemaine of the Shipset on Fm-—-’!’he -
. wrgioms of the Ofbeets sod Ship's Go-pany.

PAINFUL, indeed, must it be to evary brave comw
wander, who, in the midst of his most udefatigable ex~
erlions Lo save his country, is suddenly obliged teabandon
the laudable intention, and consign to desirection the ves~
sel from which he had fondly fattered himself with the
hopes of deriving both honor and reward. Such was the
case of Captain John Clarke Searle, commander of the
Ethalion, of 38 gess,_wrhich was unfortonately wrecked
ot Lhe coust of France; the narrative of which we shall
give in the caplain’s own words: - '

At four P. M. Pointle Cleure bore 8. E. by E. three
or four leagues; standing off and on, off St. Matthews,
with an intention of beating to windward in the moming,
ta reconnoiire Lhe position of the encmy’s fleet, o service
1 was particularly anxious lo perform, as I knew no op-
portunity had- occurred for that purpose sincethe 18th

- -
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of December, when the Fishguard, Ethalion, and Sylph,
wore all driven off the coast by a hard gale of wind, and
1 knew the Fishgeard could rot have regained her sa
tian atthat time. At eight o'clock I gave the dagal ne-
weesssary directions and precantions to the officer of tha
waich, and o the pilot for keeping the ship in a proper
sitaztion during the pight; and to inform me if any
change of wind or weatber ook place ; and wheoever
the piint wishied the ship %o be put on the opponite fack ;
and at 1he end of esch watch to scquaisd me, as was the
sustom: every night, with the situation of the ship with
respact to the distance from theland, 5t Matthew’s light
ther (at eight, P. M.} bore E. by N. abeut three
eagies ; the ship thes sanding to the southward, under
bur trebled reefed top sils, . fore-top mast stey sail, and
mazan siny sall, with the wind 5. E. and lying sp & 5.W.
going a krot and a-halll At ball past ten she was, by
" darirg of the pilot, agsin wore. At weive the light
bixe N, E, by E. three or four Jeagues, at which time
Lieutesant Jouncey told me theie was not much wind,
and [ disscied a reaf'ic be lat gut of the top sails, and
the jib (o be loosed to be in resdisess i meke sail ata
moment’s warning, which order was compliad with. A$
haif past one A. M. the light bearing £. N, E. betwesn
five and seven milay, Lieutenaat Quillam, the offcar of
she waxch, acsprainied we it was the desire of Uhe pilotto
wear again, snd stand 1o the soathward till four o'clorck,
as there was byt lilie wind; but st ten misules past
thise sithowgh lhe ship had aok gone more then two
miles from the time of her being wore, and the light
was 1hen in sight, sod beesing N. E. by E. (the night
very. dark) the rocks were discoverad close a-head ; and
ia alismpsing to wear ciear of them, the ship sirack,
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when I ordered the hands to be tarned up, and got the *
pumps 16 work, and the boats out : sent the master-to
sound; started the water, threw the guns overboard,
and used every exertion possible to get the ship off. At
four she struck very hard, and knocked away the siern-
post; made signals of distress (o the Sylph. At six she
fell aver on the starboard side, and bilged. At day-
light saw the Danae, Sylph, and Nimred cutter ; made
the signat for boats to assist : finding she hand bilged in
several places, and parted on the starboard side amid-
ships, and seeing the impossibility of saving any of the
dtores, sent away the idlers, and first division of seamen
in-our own boats to the Danae, Sy'ph, and Nimrod. At
nine Lord Proby came alongside, and alto another boat
from the Danae, followed by one from the Sylph. The
water was now aver the lee gun.wale, and the greater
patt of the stern totally under water ; and it was at this
time difficult and dangerous for boats to approach the
ship, owing to the very greal surf amongst the rocks.
At eleven o'clock, having got all the people out of Ihe
ship, the first lieutenant, by my directions, set fire to
her remains ;3 and Mr. Ballinghall, the master’s mate,
¢ut awsy her lower masts; which being done, and afiey
1 had seen all the commissioned officers and master into
the remaining boat, I was then under the painful neces-
tity of abandoning her. The anguish of my feelings
during the whole of this unfortunate affair; but particu-
Jarly at the moment when 1 was obliged to sbandon the
ship, those who have experienced a similar misforiune
will readily judge of. I wish it was in my power on any
other occasion to'describe the very great merit of all the
officers and ship’s com pany ; sure L am, their exertions,
their prompiness in execuling my orders, and the sicar
5
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dy perseverance they shewed, was never on any other
- occasion exceeded: for ‘in no similar instance was
there ever less confusion. I now think it necessary to
observe, that the shortness of the days at this season of
the year mukes it utterly impossible for any ship to re~
connoitre the enemy’s fleet in Brest, unfess she keeps off
St. Matthew's durmg the night : and I need not observe
‘hew difficult it is to ascertain the precise distance of a
light, and the uncertainty of keeping a ship in a safe po-
sttion, without the assistance of some head-land, or mark
for a cross-bearing ; which in this intance was prevented
from the extreme darkness of the night; for although
the bearing of the light is always a suflicient guide with
respect to the Parquet and Black Rocks; yet it is of no
use to avoid the dangers of the Sainles when cruizing
within them; and neither mynelf, the master, or pilot
thought it possible hat the light eould be seen at allat
the distance of eighteen miles, which Lhe ship was frop
it when she struck, although it was then so distinet that
we did not believe it conld bave been more than len or
eleven miles distant, and this upinion will be corrobo-
rated by the testimony of all the officers, It is also ma-
terial to chserve, that the wmaster of the Nimrod, who
has besn some tune ‘employed in the same service off
Brest, was likewise on that night so_deceived by the ap-
pearance of the light, that he drove amongst the rocks
at a litlle distance from us, bul got off without receiving
any material damage. I flatter mysell the above state.
ment will receive Lhe {estimony and concurrence of thuse
officers who have been employed off Brest; and that it
will afford the most satisfactory proof, that my wish to
* keep off St. Malthew’s proceeded from a zealous desire
to fulfil the purport of my orders.
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THE DISASTER ATIENIMKG
THE MARGATE HQY,
Near the Village of Reculver, Februury 7, 1802,

A

I’rehm:nancs—Unfavmable Weather—Anchor & little Istance
from Mazgete, tli the Returu of the Tide—~The Strap of the

" Sounding Load broke—The Yessel atrikes upon Her ulver Sand
—They let gu their Auchor; Wie Weather Jib-Sheet broke,
and the Les Jib-Sheot wanthouked —Tie Tilier broke, the Ruds
der unshipped, and the Vessel wnunsnugesble-—Fruitien Ens
deavors—The Hoy sinka—Melancholy Result--Nartuw Escape
of the Ship-Carpenter and Others— Numea and I\urnber of thoes
who were saved.

THE Hoy, nemed Margate; of Margate, {John
Goodborn, master, and J. Sacketl, owner,) was deep-
ly laden with corn for the London market, and had on
hoard twenty-eight passengers, besides the crew, cone
sisting of four men. :

They salled aboot three o’clock in the aftemoon of
Saturday the 6th, though not with very Raltering ap:
pearances as o weather; yet all of them apparently in
the greatest cheerfulntss, except Goodborn the vaplain,
whose dull conntenance <eemed {o indicate a presentis
ment of the succeeding calamity ; and who, doring the
whole scene, gradually sunk under its horrors,

As the tide was on the ebb, and the wind unfavorable
when they sailed, they were obliged to come fo an an-
chor at a little distance from Margate; where they re-
mained till eight o'clock, waiting the retutn of the tide;
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however, the master, apprehending blowing weather,
judged it most advisable to get under way before the

" flood-tide made ; fearing they should not be able to pur-
chase their anchor, as the wind was increasing ; and by
its blowing on Lhe shore, rendered their sitaation dan-
gerous.

When (he tide made, the wind continuing to blow
fresh from the N. N. W. and the night being dark, it
was resolved, that they should turn up undet the hook
of Margate sand; hoping to have anchored there, but
this. resnluuon, prudent as it might be, was entirely fras
trated,

After conflicting with the wind and waves unl:l aboot
eleven o’clock, upon making their last lack inward, and
sounding, the sirap of the sounding-lead broke; an aoe
cident which very rarely happens, and what is more ro«
markable, this strap had not been in use more than two
voyages. This disaster, apparently trifling, proved lo
.be the foremost, in a train of others, as unforeseen as,
inevitable. They now aitempted to get Lhe vessel about,
and (o provide themselves with another lead, but before
they could accomplish either, she struck upon one of the
banks below the Reculversand, = Alarmed by the shock,
and stimutated by a desire to use every possible exerlion
to preserve the vessel, they Jet go their anchor as the
enly remedy in this afflictive situation, and the tide
flowing, she soon rode afloat.. However they got their-
anchor again; but in hauling in the weather-jib sheet,
awing ta thé fury of the wind, ‘it broke ; and the lee-)ib.
sheet being greatly agitated, became unhooked. The.
master having stopped the tiller to leeward, sprang for-
ward in order to assist in getting the jib in. At this
time it was that the vessgl struck again, and again they
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iet go their anchor; bul now as the height of their dis
‘tress was advancing, the disastrous jucidents which
contributed: to it succeeded each other more rapidiy, for
" the tiller broke, and whilst they attempted to repair it
{the vosset still beating vehemently on the sand) the
‘rudder was unshipped, and she became totally unma-
nagenble. In thix perilous condition they tried the fore-
pump, which being choked was rendered useless, They
then sounded, and found between two dnd three feet
water in the hold, which very soon rose above the floor
of the foreeastle.  As they apprehended the vessel was
now sinking, they slipped the cable, haisted the foresal,
and dropped the gaff, in order to let her drive in shore ;
but as she could not be governed, she presently came
* with her broadside to the beach, and there sunk; and
the tide still makiog, the ponderous waves rolled over
her in a mest tremendous manner. No language can
describe the dreadfu) scene which now presented
Hoelf. .
The mmariners, when they perceived they could do no
more o save the vessel, and that they must resign her
to the winds and waves, directed all their cares towards
the pussengers, The water hud been for some time
pouring into the cabin from the scuttle, the companion,
and the chimney ; and'all atterspts to siop theseavenues .
‘were totally defeated, by the constant' dashing of the
sess over them, They therefore endeavored lo seize
the tarpawling, which covered a stack of corn upon the -
deck, hoping to place it over the cabin, to prevent ity
being inundated; but as several of the affrighted pas-
sengers had teken refuge on this stack, they could not'
speedily remove the tarpawling, and no time was to be
lost, for the water in the cabin was incteasing very fa-
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pidly, and many unhappy creatures were there famling
with feat, and almost dying with the sea-sickness. Some
of these, with the assistance of the seamen and others,
were immediately drawn out of this watery dungeon.

It was now that Mr. Thornton was heard in great
distress utlering the most patbetic cries for his dear wife,
who was in the cabin. He succeeded in extricaling
her from thence-—but to add to his painfu! anxiety, his
son, who was a passenger with them, was leit 10 perish
there. The unhappy husband did not long retain the
dear object of his affection, for he was found soon after
upon the stack lamenting for the fossof her, and saying +
* Alas! she is gone, we shall all scon Tollow her.”
which observalion proved too true in his case, having
been by the impetuosily of the waves suddenly swept
away. ' '

When the cabin was pretty deep in water, John
Woud, one of the mariners, drew-up a female, but the
seas being very heavy he could not keep his hold with
one hand in order to assist with the nther; be therefore
grasped with both, and let down his fopl among the
straggling viclims, which was presently seized Ly one
of them, whose hand he cavght hold of, hoping to res-
cue the almost dying createre from the jaws of death
but the waters swelling higher wilh every rolling sea,
he lost his hold, and was obliged 1o retinquish his gene-
rous efforts, and abandoa the rest of the drowning sufs
ferers 10 their dismal fale, in order {o provide for his
own salety,

Mr. Field, the shir-carpenter, was assisting 1o repair
1he Liller, Lud the rudder being carried away during the
attempt, and the vessel becoming unmanageable, he #n-
mediately anticipated what would happen, and turned

voL, 1l v
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his thoughta to his own' sefety, and that of his beloved
wife, for whom he became all anxiely : he ran lo a part
of the vessel where he found some rattling stuff, out of
which he provided two lashings for himself and ber,
Expecting 1o find her in the cabin, he hastened thither,
bul was disappointed, for she had taken refuge onthe
stack.  When in the cabin he found himself nearly up
to the breast in water, with the poor creatures struggling
around hirm, His own sifualion here became critical ;
for two or three of Lhe despairing creatures clung so fast
to him that he could not extricate himself. They were
therefore drawn up together, by (as he supposes) the
exertions of the seamen; but owing to the darkness of
the night, dashing of the waters, and his own perturbae
tiun he could not distinguish who were their deliverers;
it is thought that those who were drawn up with him’
were soon washed off the deck,

Flaving found his wife on the stack, he lashed her to
ihe buom with one ol the cords he had provided ; but, in
his trepidation, not being able to find the other, he bound
" his arm to her with the end of that with which she was
fastened ; and in this pesition they remained whilst two
or three heavy scas came over Lhe vessel, which by de-
grees removed the stack from under them, and at length
carried them both together into the sea. However, Mr.
Field, either by laying buld of the side of the vessel, or
some ropes, got back again, and lodged himself in the
shrouds, from whenve, in the anguish of his spirit, he
could not forbear calling afier his dear companion, who
was now perishing, and who just before had embraced
him, saying, ** O, my dear, what will become of .our
dear children !” expecting that they would be lefi ors
phans.
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Arcording to Mr, Ficld’s report, there were with
him and his wile on the stack only Mr. Tharnton, and
Mr. George Bone; the former was first washed away,
and then his companion, who was a local preacher
among the Methodists, and who endeavored to calm the
fears of the wretched crew by pious exhortations,

As for the unfortanale captain, he was seen hanging
by the reef-tackle; but he soon lost his hoid, fell apon
the deck, and was immediately washed overboard,

John Beazley, a working gardener, near Paddington,
was seen leaning on the winch, to which the fore-hak
Eards hud been brought, and the fore-sail hove up. The
sea falling heavily upon himin this situation, the halliards
came off the winch, and occasioned the.foressail to run
down, upon which he was carried overboard.

This unhappy man was afierwards found under the
vessel, from whence he was with great difficulty drawn
out. The cihers were sirewed along the shore, except
Mes. Owen and ber servant, Mrs, Tatnell, Mra. Jacoba,
Mrs. Edmund’s son, and John Taylor, a youth, whose
bodies were found in the cabin. .

From the general account given, by both mariners and
passengers who were saved, itis probsble that mapy
were washed away at an carly period of the distress;
as they came up out of the cahin debilitated {especiaily
the femaies) by their exvrtions to save themselves, their
fears, and the sca-sickness; and the waves which went
over them soon became so heavy, that a strong man, in
full possession of his vigor, could not telain his hold,
unless he were sosituated as 1o be beaten against seme
parls of the tackiing of the wvessel, or so high in
the shrouds as to be above the heavy pressure of the
waler, :

a3
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The singular preservation of Mr. Jesse Carraway de-
serves particular natice, for being almost exhausled with
banging a considerable time by the boom, he was cone
veyed on the surface of a violent sea alive to the shore,
whilst the same sea, as we have reason to think, harried
some 1o a watery death.

The preservation of those who had taken refuge in
tke shroads was equally surprising, when we recollect
the slate of weakness to which 1hey were reduced by
long watching and faligue; which would have proved.
fatal to them also, had they continved i their critical
situation only a few hours longer.  One of these, John
Busbridge, a passenger, and a youth used fo the sea,
‘being so worn cut as to be- unable to use his arms any
looger, was eclually suspended for a short time by his
feet; from which position he was removed, in a sfate
of insensibility, by the assistance of his fellow-sufferers.
John Wood too was so debilitated, that having a little
streatn 1o pass in his way lo Reculver, whither most of
them went when they got ashore, took the precaution
of going sideways through it, fearing he shonid be
thrown down by this feeble obstruction, and apprehend=
ing if he fell he should rise no more,

Names and Number of those whe were lost,
{FRGM NARGATR.)
M. John Goodborn, capiain.
My, George Bone, carpenter; left a widow and four
children. .
Mr. Henry Thornton, difto; and Sarah Thornton, his
wife, who lefl five orphans.
Henry, their son, aged 13 years,
Mrs. Crow, a widow,
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Thomas Edmunds, aged 9 years, son of Mr. Thomas
Edmunds, of the White-Hart Inn.

Miss A, Smith- Nesbtlt. Holley-street, ClaresMarket,

© + London. .

Mrs. Owen, Ratlﬁboneoplace

Elizabeth Woed, of Little Chelsea, her servant.

Mary Hoof, of Rotherhithe.

Sarah Watson, of Folkstone, servant at the Whate—Hart.
Margate,

{FROM RAMSGATE.)

‘Mry. Tatnell, of Ramsgate, who left a widower and four
children.

Sarzh Jones, Vere-sireet, Clare-Market, London; and
Raobert Offspring, Mount-street, Grosvenor-square,
botk servants to Miss Millar.

Robert Melriile, of London, hostler,

“Thomas Farndon, of Guilford, from Mr. Pierce's, shoe-
maker,

John Smith, Pentonville, from Mr. Spargeon’s, butcher,

An Awerican sailor, who said he had been cast away
before.

{(PROM BROADSTAIRS.)

Mrs, Jacobs, of Broadstairs, who Ie,ﬂ a widower with
eight children,

Mrs. Field, of ditto, who also left 2 widower with four
children, '

Jobn Taylor, son of 1. Taylor, sh:pwnght of Wap-
ping-

John Beazley, Lishon-street, near Paddmglon, working
gardener, who left a pregnant widow and three chil-
dren, ——Total -23.

vy
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 Names of the Persums saved,

Mr. J. Carrowsy, Margate, SEAMEN,
Mr. Nuckell, libr. Broad- Ed. Sayer, mate.
stairs. John Smith.
Mr. Taylor, Margate. John Wood.
Mt. Field, Broadstairs. Wra. Singleton. )
J. Busbridge, St. Peter's. ———
Mr. Joho Dear, Ramsgaie, Total 10

The vessel not having suffered a great deal of damege,
was brought into Margate pier within two or three days
after her stranding ; from whence she was taken W Loor
dor to undergo a thorough repair.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE ESCAYE OF
MESSRS CARTER, SHAW, AND HASKETT,

OF TRE ORESTERFILLD WHALER,

From the Const of New Guines te Timor Island, in «n opem
Bost, in 1793,

! mtten g =

The Chesterfield proeeeds,. in company with the Shah Hormuesier,
feom Norfolk Island to Datavie---An 1eland discovered, which .
fhey cell Tate Jalypd—The Boats dispatehed to exemine it-we
Dissimulation and Treachery of the Natives—Me. Carter
wounded, and several of the Crew massncred—-They rench the
Hoat, and succeed, after estonishing Dificulties, i making the
Istand of Timor—Friendly Disposition of the Natives.-The
Death of Mz. Carter—Funisbment ioflicted on the Natives of
Tate Tetand.

‘ON the 20th of June, Y793, the ship Shah Horma-
- der, of Caleutta, in company with the Chesterfield
whaler, cailed from Nortfolk Island, bound to Batawis,

J
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with a resolution to explore & passage between New
Holland and New Guinea, in which they succeeded ;
and discovered an island, in lat. 9¢ 39 50", long. 142°
59", which they called Tate Island, Two bosils were
dispatched to make a survey. They found it inhabited,
and the natives making very friendly signs for the sea-
men to come on shore; but, as they were not armed,
they did not then land. The natives afterwardscame
themselves on board, and bartered bows, arrows, and
spears, for pen-knives, beads, &c. and, from their be~
bavior while on board, seemed hospitable and humane.
In their visit they stole a haichet, which eventually
proved nearly fatal to Mr, Shaw, the chief officer of the
Chesterfield, who was sent on shore, on the 24 of July,
with a boal, with Captain Hill, Mr. Carter, Mr, Has-~
kett, and four seamen, to make observations on the sotl,
products, and inhabitants of this island ; earrying with
them articles for presents and trade, and also arms for
protection, The natives showed much apparent kind-
ness and hospitality, assisting them in landing, and kiss»
ing their hands frequently, but with a view, as it afier~
wards proved, of getting them in theis power to roband
to kill them. The natives treacherously surrounded these
gentiemen on shore, and the peopie in the boat, and at-
tacked them. Mr. Carter, without provocat:on, received
a blow on the head, and was felled to the ground, with
the hatchet that had been stolen. Mr. Shaw got also
wounded. Mr. Haskett discharged bis musket, and the
.natives fled. The party reached their boat, calling out
to those on board to fire; but the natives had kitied Capt,
Hill and one seaman, and scon after two others were
found floating on the water with their throats cut. With
difficully Mr, Shaw, Ms. Carter, and Mr, Haskett got
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on hoard their boat, which they found had been plun.
dered of all their provisions, boal-cloaks, and their wa-
ter all started ; and that the fourth sailor was lying dead
in the boat, mangled in a mosl shocking manner,

Fortunately these genllemen got off with the boat
with much difficully, afler keeping off the natives with
their muskets ; and by means of a sail they had not been
plundered of, they made the best of their way. Mr.
Carler, from the loss of blood, was obliged Lo lie at the
bottom of the boat afier his wounds had been bound vp
by handkerchiefs.  The bady of .the murdered seaman
was committed to the deep; and they returned thanks o
the Almighty for their deliverance,

They found that they had that night drified out {o sea,
and that their boat had been plundered of their compass
as well as supplies, and that nolhing had been left but a
great-eoal and some knives and scissars,

Mr. Shaw, who was the only navigator, stated, as the
wind was faif, they might reach the island of Timor in
about ten days. They therefore committed themselves
to Providence,

On the third day of their escape from the cannibals of
Tate Island, Mr, Carter’s wound was so painful that he
wished it examined. On cutting away his bat and his
hair, which were dolled together, it was found to be
in the back part of the head, and appeared to have been
done by means of the hatchet.  After the wound had
been washed with zalt waler, it was tied vp witha
piece of ashirt, and Mr. Carter found himself much re-
heved,

They discovered an island and natives ; bot, as the
fate of their companions was too freh in their minds,
they declined any intercourse with them, or the offer of

-
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a fish from one of the negroes, though they had been -

filly-two hours without breaking their fast, Mr, Shaw

and Mr. Haskett relieved each other every two hours at
 the steer oar,

On the fifih day they canght two small birds : one was
divided into three parts, and eaten with the nimost avis
dity: the other bird was reserved for another meal,
Even with this small share ofsubsistence their spirits were
considerably raised, They still continued 10 steer to the
westward ; the sun being their guide by day, and the
stars by night.  On this night they resolved, being near
shoal water, with breakers, (o come-to, and rest them-
selves for the night, in five-fathom waler.

On the sixth day, in the morning, they discovered land
on both sides of them, which at first greally discouraged
them ; but perceiving a current, they found a passage
between (hese islands, but no inhabitans. Mr. Shaw
and Mr, Haskett landed in search of waier; and find«
ing & hole full, they drunk heartily of it; but, when they
had filled their keg, they found it as brackish as the wa.
ter alongside. Mr. Carter’s wound becoming very pain-
ful, it was again dressed with salt water; and three
pieces of the skull were found 1o have worked out: they
did not relate this circumslance Lo him, but gave him
every assurance of his doing well.

The throat of the remaining bird was cut, and applied
1o Mr. Carter's mouth: and, it yielding & few drops of
blood, it gave him great relief. The body was after-
wards divided.

On the seventh day they were somuch reduced as to
ke under the necessity of drinking their own urine.
Though disagreeable, they found relief from it, About
niue a’clock at night Mr, Shaw and Mr. Haskett found
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themselves so weak, and so overcome with sleep, that
they lashed the oar, and found the boat went along very
steadily.  After joining in prayer fo the Almighly, to
whese protection they commilled themselves, they lay
down, and had a refreshing sleep. Occasionally, how-
ever, they could not refrain from starting up, to look
out for land or danger, '

The eighth day they resumed the labor of the oar,
which was increased by a heavy swell; and Mr. Shaw
held out hopes of seeing land in a day or 1wo. They
"discovered shoal water, with breakers, and the sea_fre-
quently broke aver them: this rendered Mr. Carter's
case truly deplorable, as he could not, from extreme
weakness and inability, move from the boltom of the
boat, which was so full of water that it was with the ut«
most difficulty he could keep his head above it. Toadd
to their disiress, Mr. Haskett was knocked out of the
boat ; but be was fortunately saved, with the utmost ex-
ertions of Mr. Shaw, by putting an var under his arm,
and lifimg him up, as by a lever, unlil taken on board
again, ‘

On the ninth day they got clear of the sheals, and
launched once more into the ocean; on which occasion -
they again relied on Providence for their deliverance.
Mt. Carter’s wound was again dressed and wasbed, and
four pieces more of bone 1aken from his skuil, and Bssur-
ances given that it was looking well. They were in
grealer distress Lhan ever for water. They were grow-
ing disconsofate, and were making up their minds {o
meet death with fortitude, having given up every hope
of surviving another day, whan Mr. Haskelt eagerly ex-
claimed that he saw “Jand.” This revived their hopes,
#nd they madz for it, conceiving it to be the istand of

%
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Timor, They saw natives, who beckoned them fo come
on shore; but they were fearful of landing, from past
experience, uniil Mr, Shaw, telling them they might as
well trust fo being well received on shore as perish at
sea {which they must bave dene by the next day,) they -
agreed to rup in for the bay, and that Mr. Haskett should
remain in the beat, and Mr. Carter and Mr. Shaw should
go on shore in search of water.  Mr. Carter, on being
helped out, not being able 1o sland, was helped in sgain,
and the other two advanced to the natives—one with
the water-keg, the other with a musket.  They were
overjoyed when they heard the natives call out ** Bligh,
Biigh!” Recollecting that Captain Bligh was very hu-
manely treated at Timor, they had no doubt left but that
they bad the good fortuite to touch at the same nlace,
The nafives gave Mr, Shaw a baked yam, which he
found it impossible to eat on account of his throat being
80 exceedingly parched, unti} he had quenched his thirst
at a spring to which they carried bim. They then filled
their keg and ran to Mr, Carter, who was calling out
for water with the greatest eagerness. The natives
looked upon them the whole time with the greatest asto=
nishment.

On the word Timor, which the natives repeated, they
pointed to the southward, end then'to a praw on the
beach, intimating thet they would convey them thither,
In consequence of which, two muskets, and a number
of knives and scissars that remained in the boat, were
given them.

In their passage to Timor they were c}'aced bya
prow ; on which Lhey hoisted sail, and stoad over the
reef with their boat, and escaped from her. Night ap-

- #
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proaching, and the party finding themselves much fa-
tigued, they hauled their sheet aft, and lashed their ocar,
as customary with them, when their boat went along
shore very steadily, They then lay down to sleep, and
were in the morning refreshed with the sraell of spices
conveyed by the land wind., Mor. Carler was so much
revived that he several limes exclaimed, * Keep up
your hearts, my boys! Wae shall dine with the gover-
nor of Coupang to-day.” But frem shoals and points -
they were disappointed. * The water they had drunk
tended likewise Lo increase their appetites. They were
forced at night, notwithstanding, to pursue the same
method they bad formerly adopted, in otder to obiain
sufficient rest to enable them to go through the fatigues
of the day.”

On the eleventh day Mr. Shaw, from the force of the
sca on the steer oar in his weak state, unluckily feli over-
board ; bat, by holding the gunwale until Mr. Haskett
came {0 his assistance, he was with great exertion got
into the boat again,

As they were unable to weather the point which they
saw a-head, they determined to run into a small bay,
with an intention lo land, when the natives came run-
ning towards them, and beckoned them on shore, call-
ing out ** Bligh, Bligh!"® They were helped out of
their boat by the natives, and made 4 sit down, Co-
coa-nuts, yams, and Indian corn were given them, which

* Mr. Dalrymple supposes that this consolatory word was pro-
Bibly Lye, or good; but whatever was the hnterpretation of the
word, the conduct of the matives proved husmoe s3d buzpite
e —F,
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were received with gratitude ; while the natives were
gazing upon the famished suflerers with silent astonishs
ment, and inviting them by signs 1o eat.

Mr. Carter begged his weund might be dreised, which
- was now done, with fresh water: and when Mr. Shaw
unbound his wound, he found it nearly bealed.

. By assistance the party were led up Lo the lown, at
the top of a steep hill, accessible only by Lwo perpendi-
cular ladders, up which they were lifted by their guides.
They were taken to the chief’s house amidst an immense
eoncourse of people, who came to view these strangers;
when Lhey were again presented wilh corn, yams, and
toddy to drink—after which the chief pressed them te
take rest. They were a litlle alarmed at seeing two
men waiching at the door, nolwillslanding the chiefl
had placed himself beiween them and the men, and had
a spear by his side.  Mr. Shaw got up al night and went
ont at the door, to see if they would prevent him going
further, but was agreeably surprised to find they only
waited lest any thing should be wanted.

- On the morning of the 14th of July, being the twelfth
day, they were again presented with Indian corn, yams,
and teddy; aad en inquiry found that they were in the
island of Sarrett, which was separated from Timor-land;
apd that they had been apos thal island when they first
refreshed themselves: that Taoabor was Lo the north-
ward-of it, and that a prow came yearly to trade there.
This information greatly relieved them: and they found
wilh pleasure the natives humane and hespitable. For
one forlzighl no-occurrence of mement happened, ex-
cept the logs of a pair of scissars, stolen by one of the
«hildren,  * As they were very serviceable in cutling

¥OL. IIL x :
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the bair round Mr. Carter's wound, the chief was in-
formed of the circumsiance; and he immediately called
a council, consisting of the elders of the community,
‘when, after an hour’s debate, they withdrew, and on the
duy following the scissars were returned.

On the 25th of July Mr, Carter’s wound was env
tirely healed, afier having had thirteen pieces of the frac-
tured skull taken out.

They remained in perfect health until the 25th of
November, when Mr, Carter caught a fever, and died
December 10, 1793, much regreited by his friends,
Shaw and Haskelt, as well as by the natives of Timor-
land.

The sarvivors wailed for the annual trading prow
from Banda, which arrived, to their great joy, on the
12th of March, 1794. They sailed {rom Timor idand
the 10th of Apri, and arrived at Banda the 1st of May,
where the governor received them with the utmost hos-
pitality, and procured them a passage to Batavia, where
they arrived the 1015 of October, 1794,

It appears that the two ships, after waiting six days for
their beat, msking signals and firing guns, sent two-
armed boats on shore afler their companions. The na-
tives came down, bu! indicated a different disposition
from that which they displayed on their first interview,
and gave the people in the boals to understand that the -
cther boat had gone to the westward ; at the same time
endeavoring to decoy the present pasty to come on shore,
One of the savage l¢aders wielded an axe, the handle of
which being painted red, identified it as the property of -
Mr. Shaw, and left little doubt as lo the fate of him and -
ki friends,
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The two boals rowed round the island, which is about
eight mileslong and five broad, but without making any
discovery.. On their wishing 1o get one of the natives,
inorder to gain intelligence, they were attacked bya
shower of arrows, which was returned by the discharge
of a blunderbuss, which killed one man and dispersed
the remainder.  Night coming on, the boats returned
to the ship. ‘

In order to punish treachery, andto deter these sava~
ges for the future, it was resolved to detach three boats
from the ships, on the 10th of July, with forty-two men,
including ascars, when the natives retired, In their
searches on share they found the great-couls, Jantern,
and pieces of linen, of their friends-—and several human
skulls, and strings of dried human hands; which left
them no doubt of the fate of their companions.

The men in the boats, as a punishment for their con-
duct, destroyed their houses and huts, and buznt sixteea
large canoes, .
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LOSS OF THE BRIG SALLY,
CAPTATN TABRY,

Bound from Philadelphia to Hispaniola, and the extraordinary
Distresses which the surviving Part of the Crew endured,

e

Treadful Situation of the Brig—Hove on her Beam Ends, and
tken turned Keel upwards—Perscns on boerd---Their wants and
Calamities---One dies raving Mad-—They work siz Days with-
out meat, drink, or sleep—A Berrel of Bottle Beer, &c¢. found
-——0bliged ty live on raw Pork, small Fish, and two or three -
Mice---Reduced to their last Bottle of BeehPrnndenually res
lieved by the Brig Norwich.

AuUGUST s, 1767, while in latitade 25, having a
strong gate of 'wind, the brig Sally was [aid to ander her
smain stay-sail till ten o'clock the next morning, when
she was hove on her beam ends, and in tess Lhan five mi=
nutes turned keel upwards, sothat they had only time to
cut away the lanyards of her main-mast, There were
on board Anthony Tabry, master; Humphry Mars,
mate; Joseph Sherver, Samuel Bess, John Burna, ma-
riners, who were drowned; six other mariners, vie.
Peter Toy, Daniel Cultain, John Davis, Alexander Lan-
derry, Peter Mayes, and William Hammon, having got
bold of e lop-mast which floated alongside, tied it 10
the siern, and 3uppor{ed themselves by it, 1ill above five
o'clock in the evening, when the cabbin-boy swam 1o -
the bull, and threw them a rope, by which they got on
the bottom of the vessel, where they were still in a dis-
mal plight; the first want that invaded them was drink,
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this drove away all thought of meat. The main-mast;
with all the rigging, the fanyards having been cot away;
came up alongside, from which they got the wreatb, (d
square hoop which ‘binds the head of the masi,) with
which, and a bolt of a foot Jong, they went lo work on
ber bottom; in the mean time keeping their mobths
moist, as well as they could, by chewing the stuff off her
bottom, the not having any barnacles, being lately clean-
ed, end soma lesd which was on her bow, and drinking
their own water: in four days time Peter Toy died,
raving for drink, whose body they threw off the vessel
the next day. In this manner did they work for six days,
withoat meat, drink, or sleep, not daring to lie down for
fear of falling off (he vessel; the sixth day they got &
hole in the brig, where they found a barrel of bettle-
beer; this they drank very greedily: they soon got-an-
other parcel, when one of themr put the others on au
allowance. The eleventh day of their being on the
wreck, they got a barrel of pork, which they were obfi-
ged W eat taw,  Asto sleep, as 10on ad {they got a hole
thwough the vessel's bottom, they pulled out a great nam-
ber of staves and shingles, and made a platiorm in the
rame.place, but so small it was, (hat when fhey wanted
to torn, they were obliged to wait till the sea hoisted the
vessel, and when she lell again with the sea, ihey wete
almost froze to death. Thus did these poor miserable
fellows five for thirleen or fourteen days: after they got
the pork, they made a kind of net with a hoop, some
shingles, and ropes, which lhey got from the mast: this
they letinto the sea, with sume pork, and caught a few
small fish, which, with two or three mice they caught
on board the brig, afforded them several most delicious
repasts, raw as they were : Lhis fasted but a few days, as
x3
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tbey cotld not catch any more ; when Ihey were obliged
1o retumn to their pork, which was become quite pulrid -
by the salt water getling to it, To their great joy, on
the 1t of September, in lat. 26, 15, long: 70, 10, at four
o’clock in the afiernoon, they could just perceive a ves-
sel to windward of them, which seemed fo stand some
time for Lthew, butsoon put about and stood from them;
it was then they despaired, as that morning they had
drank the last bottle of (heir beer, and that one was ell
they had ; for that day they worked hard 1o get at the
casks of waler in the hold, but they were so far from
them, that they could not have got at them in a long
time : about sun half an hour high, the vessel stood for
them, and came so neat that they perceived a piece of
canvass that they on the wreck supported on 2 board,
bore down for it, and about seven or eight o'clock 100k
them on board; she was the brig Norwich, Captain
Robert Noyes.  Thus were they relieved when death
stared them in the face, by a caplain who used them
very kindly, gave them food and clothes, as theis own
were rolted off their backs, washed their sores, and gave
them plasters, an they were almost raw from hesd to
- Joot with the heat of the sun and salt water,. whichk, in
_wany places, had caten holes in their flesh.
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- 'THE DISTRESSES OF |

M. de St. GERMHUIN AND HIS COMPANIONS,
In the Deserts of Fpypt,
. Afier & perilona N avigatibn te Suex, March 24, 1779,

i ittty

Preliminaries—They set out in & Danish \"essel——-l’rbceedﬁngs on
their landing—~-Plundered, maimed, and stripped by the Arabs
-—Death of 8t, Germain’s Companions...5t. Germain arrives at
the Country House of the Bey, and meets with timely assiste
ance.

IN ordecto prove the dangers of aitempling the pas.
sage of the Isthmus of Suez, on account of the ferocity of
the Arabs, and the perfidy of tim Beys, we lay before
our readers a concise history of the dreadful sulferings of
M, de:St. Germain, who, and his brother M. de Chilly,
‘weve, the one commandant at Daka, and the other at
Cassimbazar, -two very important factories st Bengal,
when they were taken prisoners of war by the English.
Having obtained leave on their parole of honor to retum
to France, and finding no ship 1o bring them to Europe
when they doubled the Cape of Good Hope, they set
out in a Danish vessel to Suez in the Red-sea, in hopes
of crossing-over, with ease, the Isthmus that separales
that sea from the Medilerranean, and then embarking at
Alexandria for Marseiiles,  After a perilons pavigation
~ they arrived at Sugz, the 241b ot May, 1779, with se«
veral French and -English, that were passengers in the
same ship. They were no sooner landed, than the-Da-
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nish captain wrote to the French merchants at Cairo, to
procare a catavan, that is, the camels necessary to carry
tihe merchandize of the vessel whith was estimated at
several millions. v

" Egypt is governed, or rather oppressed, by~s1xteen :
Beys or Lords. The Porte preserves there nothing but
a shadow of authority, that resides in the hands of n ba-
shaw, whom the beys keep as a kind of prisoner in
the castle of Cairo. In the absence of Murat Bey, the
most powerful of these sixteen tyrants, who was gone o
fight Baslem Bey, one of his brethren, application was
made to Ibrahim Bey; he promised the most striking
protection, and even offered his own people and camels
to carry the goods. ‘This proposal was accepted withe

* out hesilation : bat unhappily the wealth of the caravan,
which his avidity prompted him still to exaggerate, made
bim wish to carry it off; and he concerted for that pure
pose with the Arabs of Tort {famous for their farocity
and plundering) the blackest and most cowardly of all
perfidies. The camels filed off from Suew the 15th of
June. The travellers set et at tix o'clock in.the aven-
ing; the night passed wilhout accident ; but at brenk of
day, ig the middle of & defile, formed by two chains
of hills, the caravan was beset by sbout 1200 Arabs:
they first made three discharges of their musquetry, and
then fell sabre in hand on the ten Eurapeans that com-
posed the caravan, who being dispersed, were hacked,
taken, and stripped even of their shirts, and driven
naked into the desert.  Onthe other hand, 1he real cons
ductars of the camels, on the first shot being fired, which ~
was undoubtedly the signal agreed on, turned the ca~
melsabout, and drove them into the town of Tort, bew

longing 10 the Arabs, afler having passed four days under
the walls of Suez,
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The Europeans maimed, stripped, and il pursued
by the banditti, divided themselves by chance into two
parties. One took the road to Suez, which was but
eight leagues off, and the other, consisting of the per-
sons who had marched foremost, and could not make
their way throngh the body of the Arabs, to gain Suez,
ran towasds Cairo, which was twenty-iwe leagues off ;
but, in order to escape the ferocity of the Arabs, were
obliged 10 take bye-roads, which increased prodigiously
the distance. Unforiunately Messrs. de S5t. Germain,
and de Chilly, were in that troop; it consisted, with
them, of a hlack, who belonged to them; of Meurs,
Barrington sed Jenkins, Englishmen; of Mr. Vendel-
welder, captain of the Danish ship; of sn Armenian,
-named Paul, who was in terpreter fo the ship ; and two
-Mendicant:Arabs: in all nine persons.

It is impossible to describe the dresdful tormerits nnd
monal anguish that overpowered eight of theie unhappy
fugitives, and which M. de St. Germain could not have.
escaped without a mirscle,

" There is not a more burning climate on the face of
the globe, than the deserts of Egypt: the wind that
blows there is & consuming fire; there no rain ever
falls: thereis not a drop of water w0 be got, nor dees a
shreb grow within & space of thirty leagues; and ihe
sand, almost turned red by the scorching heat of the sun,
-is eomposed of little anguiar pebbles that 1ear the skin,
.and enter it like glass : by a strange contrast the nights,
in that frightful climate, are almost as cold as the days
are hot; and when & man escapes the suffocating va-
pours of day, it is almost impossible to withstand, with-

ool cloathing, the freezing air of the night.
11 was in this murdering desert, that M. de St Ger-
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main, with his unfortuate companions, had to stroggle
agsinst all the horrors of death during three days and
four nights, without eating or drinking, parched witha
consaming thirat, scorched by the sun, exposed naked,
stark-naked, 1o clouds of insects and flies, the torment
of which. is more cruel than can be imagined; failling
down twenty {imes in an hour with fatigue, and rising
again by the excess of pain occasioned by the pebbles
tearing every part of their body; walking ofientimes on
_their hands, and at last covered with an aniversal ulcer,
But the greatest of his miskariunes, the mast cruel of ail
his lorments, whick made him twenly times over o
with fer the death be wat siruggling againat, was fo
have beheld the syccessive esit of all his compenions.
Mr. Barrington was the first victim that fell; Meswrs.
Jenkins and Vendeiwelden followed next; the bleck,
‘the Armenian interpreter, and ome of the Mendicant
Arabs, slthough robust and inured to the rigor of the
. «limste, perished like therest.  But the most terrible of
all sights for M. de St, Germain, that which a. feeling
heart cannot figure w itseif without being acized with
horror, was 10 see his brother overwhelmed with (atigue,
heat, and thirst, with twenty-twe wounds of & sabre,
conjuring him to abandon him, and provide lor bis own,
safety; and to be reduced to the aliemative of seeing
him perish before his eyes, or leave him in the desert,
in order to employ the poor remains of strength he hiad
leit, {o procure him some assistance. He chose the
latter, The exces of their sufferings mede them hope
they were drawing near-the end of their miseries. Hu
strenglh redoubled &t the sight of -his brothet’s danger,
bat all his care proved fryitiess. They were still at
too great a distance from Cairo; and the Bey's people,
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whom he had engaged to run in ques! of his vn-
fortunate brother, and the black, that accompanied’
him could not discover either of them; they found
only the bodies of the other Enropeans, and M. de
Chilly either fell & victim to the many torments he
endured, or he was dragged away into slavery, if he
has been so forlunate as to have hislife saved by any of
the Araba,

M. de §t. Germain, having thus seen all his compa-
mons fall, reduced to skin and bone, having drank his
urine, his lips and tongue dried Lo his mouth, his sight
. dim, his hearing gone, no longer sble to speak, and
seized at frequem intervals with a violent fever, and
the delirfum of death, having had several fits of a kind
of apoplexy and lethargy, ai fast arrived, by a species
of miracle, naked, zlvne, and in a dying conditen, bt
the country-house of the Bey. The assistance he re-
ceived there slopped the progress of the disorder: after-
\:vards he was carried to Cairo, 1o the quarter of the
"Franks, where he owed his fife tothe skill of M, Grasse,
a French physician, and to the praise-worthy care of
Messrs, Magallon and Olive, merchants of Marseilles,
who {ook him into their house. .

The French were not the only persons that gave him
tokens of the patt they {ook in his misfortunes. Several
Englishmen that sailed with him from Bengal {0 Suez,
particularly Mr, Ross, who commanded the English fac-
tory at Daka, whilst himself was at the head of the
French faclory, gave him the most feeling proofs of
their sensibility. It was with the greatest difficuliy
that he declined accepting the offers of every kind that
were made him, chusing rather to give the preference
to the French merchants at Caire.

3
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. M. de St. Germain, bcing happily recovered, tried
every medns, but in vain, lo obtain restitution of
aboart 300,000 livres in effects and merchandize that be=
longed to him in the caravan; but in abandoning his
fortune Le must comfort himself with the thoughts,
that he liad the happiness ta escape, all al once, every
possible kind of death, hunger, thirst, suHucating heat
by day, mortal eold by night, excessive fatigue, the
destructive sling of the insects, the fire gnd sword of
the Arabs, the grief of seeing his companions perish,
and his inability to succor his brother,; and, finally,
2 long and dangeroas illness, the cunsequences of such
borrors and miseries b
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KARRATIVE OF THE LOSS OF
THE AMERICAN SHIP HERCULES,
CAPTAIN BENJAMIN STOUT;
On the Coast of Cafftaria, the il of June, M6 \
Togetier with a circumetantial detail of the dinters aitending she Crew

in their joug awd painful Journey wover the Soudiern Regivos
of Africa to the Cape of Guod Hope.

- e R —

$uiling of the Hercules from Bengal—The Tempest described —
Dreadful situation of the Ship-—Raft prepared—Instance of
totrepidity and prejudice in & Lascar—Ship run on Shore—w
dlanner of Lending—-Reception by the Natives—interesting
pasticulars respecting Captain Cozson of the Grosvenor——Ine
terview with the Caffrees- Apprehensionsrespecting the Caffrees.
Departure of the Crew--- Countries through whicl: they passed —
Alarming situation of the Party at Night--Arrive on tiw Som-
mit of & Mountsin, which affords a prospect trmnscendently
benutiful—Thirty-six of the Crew unable to praceed, are leit
behind-—Fing & Christian habitation deserted—Arrival at &
Dutch Farm---Wagguns sent for the relief of such of the Crew.
as remained in the Desert,

.\

THE account of the fale of the American ship Her-
cules (and of the adventares and sufferings of her crew,)
which set out on her voyage for Bengal in the mouth of
December, 1795, involves so mach inlerest, as cannct
fail 10 prove extremely entertaining ; nor can it be
better detailed thar from the account given by the come
mander, Captain Benjamin Sloul; whose intention it -
way, to take in & private freight for Hamburgh, but not
finding one that would apswer his expectalions, he
eharlered his ship to (he British East India Company, ¢
VoL, 111, Y
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who were at that fime basily employed in shipping rice

for England. Intelligence having reached the seitle-

ments in India, thet a Gilare of corn throughout the

whole of Great Britain was likely to produce a famine,.
the most active and laudable exertions were made in
India to sﬁppiy the wmarkets at home with rice ; and he
received on board upwards of nine thonsand bags, with
directions to proceed to London with every possible dis-

patch. The crew, most of which having been engaged

in Indis, consisted of Americens, Danes, Swedes, Dutch,

Portuguese, but chiefly Lascars, .amounting in the

whole, men and boys, to about sixty-four persons, The

neceasary arsangements for the voyage being complefed,

they sailed from Sagar-roads on the 17th of March,

179¢.

Nothing material occurred during the voyage until
the kst of June following, at which time they reached
the latjtude of about 35 south, and 28, 40 east longitude.
11 thest began to blow a gale from the wesiward, and
which obliged them to lay too under their mizen-stay-sail
for about six dmys, Duning this time the gale continued to
blow from the west, but incressed progressively until
* the 7th, when the contentions of the sea and winds pre-
sanied 4 scepe of horror, which, periraps, Lhe annals of
* raasine history give us no example. ¢ Although bred

tothe sea (says Caplain Stout,) from my earliest Hfe, yet
all 1 lad ever seen before, sl I hed ever heard of or
read, gave me na adequate idea of those sublime effects
- which the viclence and raging of the elements produce,
and which, at this tremendous hour, seemed lo threaten
nature itself with dissolution.” The ship ratsed on
mountains of waler, was i a mement precipitated jnto
an abyss, where she appeared to wait until the coming

e
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wea raised her again into the clouds. The perpetual

roaring of the elements echoing through the void, pro-

duced such an awful sensation in the minds of the moat
euperienced of the seamen, that several of them ap-

peared for some lime in a state of stupefaction; and

those less accustomed to the dangers of the sea, added

10 this scene of misery by their sbriekings and exclamas

tions. ,

The terrors of the day could only be surpassed by
those of the night. When the derkness came on, it is
irspossible for man o describe, or human-imagination to
conceive, a scene of more transcendent and complicaled
horror. T'o 611 up the measure of 1heir calamities, about
the hour of midnight, & sudden shift of wind threw the
ship into the trough of the sea, which struck her aft,
tore away the rudder, started the slern-post frem the
kayden ends, and shattered 1he whole of ker stern«
frame. The pumps were immediately sounded ; snd in
the conrse of a few minutes the water had increased to
four feet. A gang was immediately ordered to the pumps,
and the remainder were employed in getting up rice out
of the run of the ship, and heaving it overboard, in
ordey, if possible, to get at the jeake. After thrre or
four hundred bags were thrown into the sea, the print
™ cipal leake was discovered, and the weier- poured in
with astonishing rapidity. Inorder, therefore, 10 decrease
ss much as possible the influx of water, sheets, shirts,
jackets, bales of muslin, and every thing of tha ftke de- ~
scription were thrust into the aperiura. Had not thesa
exertions been attended with some success, the ship
must certainly have gone down, althuugh the pumps
delivered fifty tuns of water an hour

’ ¥ 2
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As the next day advanced, the weather began lo mo-
derate, The men worked incessantly st the pumps, and
every exertion was made {o keep the shipafloat. They
were at this time about two hundred miles from the
easlern coast of Africa. / i

On the 9th, aithough the violence of the tempest had
ina great measure subsided, yet the swell of ihe sea
was {remendous. The long-bost was ordered out;
but the captain having reason 1o suspect that some of
the crew wou!d endeavour to make off with her, he di~
rected the second mate and three seamen o take pos-
session of her; at the same time giving them arms and
express orders (o shool the first man who attempled to
board her without his permission. They were also in-
structed to keep astern, but to stick by the ship until
they came o an anchor.

.~ The men having taken their stat:ons in the boat, a
rafl was erdered to be made of all the large spars, which
was accordingly done:  The whole when lashed toge-
ther. measured sbout 85 feet in length, and 15 in
breadth. At this time (he captain apprehended the ship
could not make the fand, and being convinced, in case
of her going down, that all the people could not be re-
ceived into the long-boat, determined not to neglect any
measure ihat presented even a chance of saving the
whole,

When the second mate was preparmg {o chey the
ordets he had received, and také command of the jong-
boat, the carpenter addressed the captain in a re.
spectful manner, and earnestly entreated him to leava
the ship. On being Yeprimanded for not attending to
the pumps, the man burst into tears, and declared, that
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fhe whole of the stern-frame was shook and loosened in-
such a manner, that he expected every hour she woukd.
godown, The miserable appearance of this man, and
the affecting tone of voice in which he delivered his ap-
prehensions, considerably increased the terrors of the
erew ; whereupon the captain thoughtit necessary to de-
elare that he would perform his duty, and stick to the
ship ontil ke was convinced from his own observation:
that ail hopes of saving her was at anend. The car
penier repeated his solicitations, when he was ordered:
to his post, and assared, af the same time, that unless he
made every exertion to encourage the people in their
duly at the pumps, heshould be immediately thrown
into tha sea, He retired, and exeried himself after~
wards with a manly perseverance.

The caplain was immediately addressed on the depar-
tare of the carpenter by many of the sailors, and on the:
same sebject. They were so clamorous, and differed
»omuch in their opinions, that he was nearly going to
exiremes with some of them..

These circamsiances are mentioned as a caution to:
fulure ‘navigalors, - who-are entrosted with a command..
They too frequently listen to the opinion of their people
in lime of danger, who are generaliy for quitting the
ship, and taking to boats, masts, yards and- spars forded
fnto rafis, or whatever timbers they can lash together ;
indeed, as the prejudices and sentiments of the common:
sailors on lhese occasions are so various, i is not to ber
supposed thatany thing can arise, from such a mistaken:
eonduct, but confusion and misfortune.

A crew, such as composed Lthat of the Hercaoles,.
which consistett of people of varicus nations, require
indeed from their commander a peculiar attention, It

¥ 3
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may happen, thal by humouring their religious prejudices
at a particular moment, an essential service may be ob-
tained ; and the fn%lowmg remarkable anecdote will tend
to elucidale this opinion.
. At a period when the tempest raged with the utmost
viclence, the captain directed most of .the crew below,
particularly the Lascars, to work the pumps. One of
them, however, was perceived coming up the gang-way,
with a handkerchief in his hand ; and on being ques-
“tioned what he was abont, he answered in a tone of
voice that discovered a perfect confidence in the -meas
sure he proposed, thal he was going to make an offering
to his God. _ ¢ This handkerchief,” said he, ¢ conlains
a cerlain goanlily of rice, and all the rupees Iam worth
suffer me to lash it to the mizen-top, and rely upon it
Sir, we shall all be saved.” The captain was going to or-
der him back again to the pumps, but recollecling that in
so doing he might throw both him and his country-
men into a siate of despondency, and thereby lose the
benefits of their exertions, he acquiesced. The Lascar
thanked him, and he soon beheld this child of prejudice
mount the toitering ladder without discovering a single
apprekension.  He fashed the handkerchief to ihe
mizen-lop-mast-head, fearless of all danger, and arrived ~
in safety on the deck. Confident now that his God was
the caplain’s friend, he went below to inform his
brethren that he -had done his duty; all the Lascars
-seemed transporled with joy, embraced their virtuous
companion, and then lsboured at the pumps with as
much alacrity and perseverance, as if they had encoun-
tered, belure, neither apprehension nor fatigne. Ta
their unceasing labours, was awing in s great measura
the prescryution of his people.
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The shifiaf wind which threw the ship into the trough
of the sea and tore away the rudder, was tortunately but
a squall of shor{ duralion, not centinuing above a quarier
of an hour. Had it fasted but a little longer, the ship
must have been torn to pieces, The wind came round
to its lormer quarter, and moderated gradoaliy.

After the long-boat had been delivered to the care of
the second mate, and the raft completed, the captain
held a consultation with his officers, and they were all
decidedly of opinion, that it was impossible to save the
ship, and Lhat they had no other chance {o preserve their
lives, than to make the land and run her on shore.

The people, when informed of the issue of this con-
sultation, appeared-to work with renovated spirits. This
disposition was kept up by being assured they would
soon be within sight of land, and that by constantly
working at the pumps, the ship weuld be kept afloat,
until they reached the shore.

The ship for some {ime had been unmanagesble, fre-
qaently standing with her bead from the land, which alf
their efforts could not prevent, the caplain got a rudder
made out of the top-mast, and fixed in the place of Lhe
one they had lost; but it was found of [ittle use without
the help of the long-boat, which he ordered lherefore to
.be hauled athwart her stern, and this served, aithough
with the greatest difficulty, to get ber head lowards the
shore, the wind being variable from the castward. A
cable could have been got out, that might have answered
tolerably well to sleer the ship; but the people could
not be spared frum the pumps w atiend rousing in on
the tackles, or guise, as occasion mighl require,

Onthe évening, however, of the 15th, they discovered
land at about six leagues distance,  All on board at this
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mwotoent expressed their joy in shouls and acclamations.
‘The ship still kept nearing the shore, with five feet water
in her hold.

On the 16th in the morning, being then about two
miles from the land, and the wind from the westward,
the captain ordered the anchor to be let go, thal a
last effort might be made to stop the leakes, and, if pose
sible, save the ship. But her stern was shattered in suclh
a manner, that, after holding another consultation with
his.officers, it was finally resolved {0 run the ship onthe
toast then opposite to them. Another gale threaténed:
them, atd no time was fo belost.

The captain immediately ordered his seeond male,.
who was in the boal, to tome on board, and he then
delivered into his custody the ship’s register, and all the
papers of consequence he hal. After providing him
rnd bis three men with water and provisions, he ordered
him into the boat again, with directians to keep in the:
offing; and ihat after they had run the ship on shore,
provided they got safe to land, be would search for seme
inlet into which he might ran with safety. They de-
sired him also to leok eut for signals which would be oc-
casionally thrown out from the shere to direct bis course,
The mate faiihfully promised to vbey his instructions,.
wnd then returned te his boat. -

They were now on the coast of Caffraria, within &
few lcagues where the river Infanta disemboygues itself
into the sea. A dreadfu! crisis approached, and they
agreed to meel it with beceming fortitude, The cap~
tain therefore gave directions to set the head sail, to
heave the spring well taught, in order \o get her head.
towards the shogk, and then to ¢ut the cable and the



LOSS OF THE HENCULES. N 249

spring. His orders were obeyed with the greatest
promptitude, _

After running until within something Jess than half a
mile of the shore, she strack on a cluster of rocks, The
swell at this moment was tremendous; and from the
ship’s thumping so violently, it was scarcely possible for
the men to hold on. In this situafion she remdined for
about three or four minutes, when a sea took her over
‘the rocks, and carried her about & cabie's length ncarer

the shore, where she again struck, and kept heaving in
with a dreadful surf, which every moment made a-breach
aver her,

The Jashings that held the raft having given way, and
the spars carried 1o a.considerable distance from the
-ship, they lostall hope from that quarter. At length,
.one of the crew, who was a black, plunged into the
-waves, and, by exertions which seemed more than hus
pen, gained and scated bimself on the rafi.—He
scarcely remained in that situation for len minutes, when

_-the whole was turned over, and the man completely
enveloped in the sea. In a few moments, however,
they perceived him in his former seat. Again he en-
dured a similar misfortune; and a third succeeded. Sull
he buffeted the waves, and gained the rafi, until atlength,
after suffering two houwrs of fatigue, which, until then,
the captain could not possibly imagine human nature
could survive, he drified on [and.

The natives, who had kindled several fires, appeared
in great numbers on the shore. They were mostly
clothed in skins, armed with spears, and accompanied
by a vast number of dogs. A party of thers scized the
awan who had landed, and conducted him behind the
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sand-hills that line the coast, and which hid him entircly
from their view. _

Twelve of the captain’s people now launched thems
selves on ditferent spars, and whatever pieces of timber
they could find. They braved il difficullies, and at
. last gained theland. No sooner had they reached the
beach then the natives came down, seized and cone -
ducted them also behind the sand-hills, As it wasim-
possible for them, who temained on board, tn discover
what they were about, and observing several parties of
the natives appear at different limes on the shore, but
vnaccompanied by any of the pecple, they conceived
all those who had landed were masacred, and that s
similar ate awaited the whole of thern. They who had
Temained on board the ship were obliged to shelter
themselves in the fore-castle, as the wreck, becoming &
fixed objec!, the sea made over her, and there was no
othier part where they could remain, even for a moment,
in & state of security. '

Suspente and apprehension reigned daring the whole
of the might. Some were of opinion, thal, to avoid
being tortured by the savages, perhaps thrown into the
fires they had perceived on shore, it weuld be mote ad- -
visable to resign themselves to a wialery element, as in
that situstion they should only endure a few straggles,
and then life would be no more. Others enlertained
different sentiments, and were for making the shore in
es compact & body as possible.  * We shall then,” said
they, * attack the savages with stones,or whatever we
can find.” This was over-ruled as a easure impractis
cable; there was no possibility of six men keeping
togeiler ; but if such a number could, by a miracle, get
on shore without being divided, the nalives could destroy



1L8%S OF THE HERCULES. 251

them in 3 moment with their spears, The whale of this
miserable night was spent in such consultations ; and as
the next sun was to light them to their fate, they
trembled at his approaching the horizon,

As soon as morning appenred, they looked towards
tbe shore ; but not an individual was to be seen. Dis-
traction was now visible in every countenance, and what
death to choose the principal consideration. . Af length,
shout the hour of nine, the scene changed in a moment,
A delirium of extacy sncceeded, which no pencil can
pourirsy, no being can conceive, but those who bebeld
it. All the people who had landed the day before, were
observed making towardsthe shore ; and they soon pers
. ceived them beckoning and inviting them 1o land. In

a few minutes, every spar, grating, and piece of timber
that coxld be procured, were afioat, and cowpletely oce
cupied ; some with two people, others with more, ac-
carding to its size.  “ Iimmediately {says the captain)
striph off my shirt, put on a short jacket, wrapé a shawl
round my waist, in the corner of which I put & gold
watch, and, keeping my breeches on, seized = spar, and
launched into the sea.  For nearly ihree quarters of an
hoar 1 preserved my hold, and drifted towards the shore,
Sometimes I was cast so neat, as to touch the rocks with
my jeet, then hurried away to s considerable distance ;
again I was precipitated forward, and in & moment
sfierwards carzied off by the retuming ses. At length.
s sudden jirk, occasioned by the sweli, streined both my
arms, and I was compelied to quit the spar. At this
instant, although a considerable distance from the beach,
‘2 wave that was proceeding rapidly towards the shore,
bure me along, and in a few moments cast me senseless
om the sand, My people, who wese on shere, observed
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my situation; they ran down, and, snatching me from.
the danger of the coming waves, bore me to a place of
security, I was insensible at this time, but soon re-
vived, as they placed me neer a fire, and used every

means in their power for my recovery. The firsl subject
of my enquiry, when my facallies returned, was, of.
course, the fate of my unfortunate crew; and I enjoyed -
the beartfelt pleasure of beholding them all around me,

except those in the long-boat, and one tnan, who pe-

tished near the shore. I then addressed myself to the.
patives ; but on this occasion I laboured under the dif-

ficulty of not being understood. "I knew nothing of

their lauguage, and for some lime I endeavoured to ex~-
plain myself bysigns. Fortunately there was a Hotlen-
tot present, who had lived with the Dutch farmers, and

could speak their Janguage. My third mate was a

Dutchman, and these served as interpreters,

«¢ This difficulty being happily removed, I endeavoured ’
by every means in my power to secure the friendship of -
the natives. I thanked them in the name of my whole
crew, aad on the part of my nation, for the liberal and
humane assistance they had afforded usin the hour of
eur misfortone, and solicited their future kmdness and
support. -

- This being, as | con(:ezved at no great distance from .
the spot where the Grosvenor was lost in 1782, L en-:
quired of the natives whether any of them remembered -
such a catasttophe, Most of them answered in the .
affirmative, and, ascending one of the sand-hills, peinted -
to the place where the Grosvenor suffered, .

« | then desired to know of them, whether they had .
received any certain accounts respecting fhe. fate of

Captain Coxson, who commanded the Grosvenor, and
N 3
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who was proceeding on his way to the Cape, with se-
veral men and women passengers, who were saved from
the wreck. They answered, that Caplain Coxson and
the men were slin. One of the chiels having insisted
on taking two of the while ladies 1o his kraal, the cap-
tain snd his people resisted, and not being armed, were
immediately destroyed. The natives, at'the same lime,
gave me to understand, that at the period when Lhe
Grosvenor was wrecked, their nation was at war with
the colonists; and as the captain and his crew were
whites, they could not tell, provided they had reached
the christizn farms, bt they would assist the colonists in
the war. This affected my situation so directly, that I
desired to know an what Lerms the Cafliees and the co-
lanists then stood.—* We are friends,” said they, fand
it will be their faulL it we are notalways s0.’

¢ This answer refieved me from a very serions embar-
rassment ; but (he fute of the two unfortuenate Jadies
gave me 10 much uneesiness, that I most earnesily re-
guesied of them 1o tell me all they knew of their situa.
tion ; whether they were alive or dead; and if living,
in what part of the country.they were sitvated,  They
teplied, and with apparent concern, that ene of the
ladieshad died a short lime after her arrival at the kranl;
but they undersiand the other was living, and had se-
“.veral children by the chief.—¢ Where she now is,” said
they, * weknow not.’

“ Afier | had received every possible infermation on
this melancholy subject, we employed ourselves princi-
pally during the remainder of the day in assisticg the
nalives lo save whatever vame on shore from the wreck,
When they got a picce of timber, they placed it imme.

VOL. i z
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. adiately on the fire, as the readiest method of procuring
the iron, and which they sought after with ihe most per-
severing diligence.” '

When night came on, the natives retired, and they
were left Jo sleep under the sand-hills, without covering
and without fodd. The weather was boisterous, a
strong wind from the wesiward, and the cold severe;
a consultation was held in what manner they should dis-
jpose of themselves until the motring, and they at length
resolved, that some of them should keep watch during
the night, and the rest plece themselves near the fire,
and, if possible, oblain a {itte rest. '

' The night passed without any of the unfortunate suf-
ferers enjoying & moment of repose,—their bodies on
one side were héuted by the fire; but the cold chilled
the other in such & manner, vs torender the pain hardly |
supporizble. The sand, driven by the winds in prodi.
gious quantities, filled their eyes, ears and mouths, as
they lay under the banks, and kept them in perpetual
motion,—They likewise entertained apprehensions res-
pecting the natives,

At length day appeared, and the Caffrees refurned
in great nambers, The chiel knowing they were in
want of food, brought = bullock, which they immedi-
ately slanghtered by knocking the animal on the head
with clubs, and pevetrating its sides with their spears,
ht was skinned almost in 2 moment, and they cut it up
in lump®, whick they placed on the fire to singe rather
than to roast, and then devoured their respeciive shares
with the highest satisfaction. The beast, as it was
given to the famished crew, it might be supposed,
would be left for their disposal; but the Caffrees wero
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bangry, and they knew nothing of European eliguelie..
M is true, they presented the bullock to them as a dow-
mation ; but they saw no reason_ why they should ‘not
dispose of the greater part of il,
On cuiting wp the animal, it was observed 1hey paidi
a more than ordinary atiention to the paunch, Several
vof the Caffrees laid vielent hands on it and after giv-
ing il a shake for the purpose of emptying the conlents,
they tore the greater part in slips with their teeth, and
swallowed the whole a# it came warm from the beast.

_ Their meal, such as it was, being finished, part of
the crew proceeded to the shore, and the long boal was.
observed al a coneiderable distance. The ship was di-
viding very fast, and the gale inereasing ; many things-
were therefore cast on shore, which the Cafirees were.

© judefitigable in procuring. A cask, however,. was
thrown on the beach, which considerably excited the:
eaptain’s anxfety :. it contained sixty gallons of rum, a
quanlity sufficient lo have inloxicated the whole of
the natives, although they amounted to at least 300,
The predilection for such liquor is well known,.
and the consequences of their inloxication was.
particularly dreaded by the captain. The only way
lefi, was to steal to the spot where the cask lay, and
stave in the head without being perceived by them.
This was happily accomplished, and they afterwards
stripped the vessel of Lhe iron-hoops, without discovers
ing what had been done, or what it formerly contained. .
In the general search on the shore,” one of the-
Cafirees bad picked up the ship’s compass. Not know.
“ing what it was, yet pleased with its formation, he de~
lwered. it. to the chief, who immediately took it tor
22
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pieces; and afier contemplating the various parts, fock
the copperring m which it hung, and suspended it
from his neck.  He appeared highly pleased with the
ornament ; and’ this circemstance induced the captain-
te present him with one still more giittesing, and of
course, in his estimation, more valuable; recollecling
that he had in his possession a pair of paste knée-buckles,
he presented them to the chief, and heng one upon each
of his ears.

The moment this was done, the chivf stalked about
with an air of uncommon dignity,  His people seemed
to pay him grealer roverence than before, and they
were employed for some time in gazing at the brilliancy
of 1he ornaments, and contemplating the august deport-
mert of their chief magistrate.

Towards evening the caplain again addressed the
chicf on the subject of their departure.  He requested
he would send a guide with them through the deserts
to the first christian settlement, and that nothing shoeld:
be wanting on his part .o recompense his kindmess, -
The Caffree pansed for a moment, and then very coolly
replied, that he would gratify the captain’s wishes;
and being desired to name the time when he would
suffer them 1o depart; he gravely answered, * When' I
consider that matter you shall be made acquainted with
my delermimtien.” These answers alarmed the un.
fortunate sufferers. The conntenance of the savage
appeared to discover some hostile measare that was burk-
ing in bis mind; and yet his former conduct was so lie
beral and fhumane, that they had no just grounds for
suspecting his integrily. The natives, however, were
petceived consulting together in partics, and from their
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gustures nothing favourable could be perceived.  When
the day ways drawing to a-close, the crew was left 10
rest under the sand-hills, a3 on the former night.

The fire was recrcited with seme timber- from the-
wreck, and sentinels placed as before; The wind:
blowing hard from the sume quarter; they wereragain
tormented with clouds- of sand, and a chilling atmos-
phere. June being one of'the winter wonthe, they had.
te encounter the severities of the semsom It was im.-
possible 1o shift their quarters, as they could not procure
timber to light new fires, and the Caffrees might be-
displeased ad their not remaining in their-former stua--
tion. The night passed in consuitations and gloomy:
predictions. . The captain told his people not to do any-
act that might have the-least tendency to displease ther
ralives; to give them every thing.ibey asked for, as-
ke inhabitanls of these deserts were only tobe dreaded:
‘when provoked. Bat, at the same time, if contrary to,
their expectation lhey made an atteck, or endeavoured-
to delain them after a certain time, then he hoped they.
would firmly unile, .and either force their way or perish.
in the conflict. . E .

- When the-supr made his appearance, {hey mounled:
the most elevated of (he sand-hills to look out for the -
long-boat ; but she was not to be discovered in-aoy di-
section,—In a shorl time they pereeived the Cuffrees:
advancing, Most of them had assagays in their rands; .
others furnished with clubs; some were decorated with .
outrich feathers; and their chief wearning a leopard skin,
with the captain’s knee-buckles suspended as-before,
They saluted the-crew in a very friendly ‘manner, and -
were accompanted by them to the brach, The wind
had increased during the night, and several parts of the -
z-3
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ship came on shore.  One of the people had picked ap,
" a hand-saw, end as he percetved the Cafirees were in-
defatigable in procuring iron,. he hid it in the sands.—
This was a valuable acquisition, and became of infinite
service (o them in the course of their proceedings.

Having secured all they counld obtain from the wreck,
the caplain requested the chief 1o order some of his peo-
ple to display their skill in the yse of the assagays. This-
s a spear of about four feet six inches in length, made of
an elastic wood, and pointed with iron, which the, nd-
tives contrive (o,poison so effectnally, that if it wounds
either man or beast, death is the inevitable cohse-
quence,

Tlve capinin’s w1shes were immediately gratified. The
Caflrees first placed a block of wood on the ground, and
then retired abonl seventy yards from the spot where it
lay.. The chief then said, they would now behold theit
manner of fighting when engaged in batile. These
compliances, as ihey soemed to remove former suspici-
one, gave grenl satisfaction to the sufferers, A party of
zbout thirly began their maneuvrings, They firsl ran
to a considerable distance ; then fel!, as if motionless, on
the ground; in & moment they started up, divided, join-
ed again, and ran in a compact body to the spot from
_ whence they oiiginally set ost, After halling for about
a minule, they let iy a shower of assagays at the mark,
and with a precision that was truly astonishing. .

Nota word mere passed this day about thedepariure of
the crew. The natives reticed as usual on Lhe approach
of night, Al were employed to gather wood ; and
af er procuring s sufficient quantity, they streiched (hem-
relves on the ground, and in spite of wind, sand lnd
eold, shept il tire morniog,

r
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When day appeared, all were again employed in look-
ing out for the long-boat; but she was not to be seen,
nor-did they ever hear of her pgain.

The Caffrees did not make their appearance this day
until the sun had procecded iwe hours in his course;
As little now was to be procured from the wreck, Caps
tain Stout begged the chief to appoint a guide for him»
self and crew, as he proposed taking his deparlnre on
the next day. « Ishail furnish you with two,” said
the chief. These _;oyful tidings were delivered with

so mwuch frankness, that the captain waz relieved at’

once from all apprehension and suspicion,
Desirous of having the Hotlentot who served as an
interpreter to sccompany them through the desert,

the chief was given to understand how much the ser-

vices of this man would not only contribute to their pleas

.sure, but also to their safety. The honest savage, how-
ever, had anticipated their wishes; be had previously
menlioned it to the Holtentot, who had copsented to
proceed to the first chiistian farms  Another of the
tribe, who was betler acquainted with the country, had
likewise sgreed to be of the party ; and this information
which was wmmumcated to the crew, diffused z ge-
neral joy and satisfaction.

Afier assuring the chiel and the Caffrees in general
of their unalterable friendship, and that the guides should
be rewarded to the extent of their wishes, ** I, 1old him,
{says Lhe captain) ve had endured great disiress for want
of water, and begged to know where wecould procure
some. ‘) will conduct you,” said he, ¢ to a spring of
" excellent water; it is ot far from this place; and, if
you think proper, we will proceed directly to the spol.”

4
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—No sooner was the proposal made than we sef ouf =
the Caffrees singing and darcing as they proceeded,.
and my people, althongh net without suspicion, in tole—-
rable spirits,”

After travelling westward about four miley through a-
delightlal country, they came at last to 8 wood, in the-
hesom of which was discovered a hollow, The Caf--
frees descended first, and when they all arrived at the-
bottom, the'chief pointed lo the brook. They drank of
the water and found it delicious. After allaying their-
thersty they lovked about and from the dismal appesrs-
ance of the place, were-again in a state of apprehension.
Being mostly of opinion, that nothing less was intended -
by the Cafirees than to massacre the whole party in this:
sequestered place ; Lhat they -were decoyed here for the-
purpose; -and that every man should prepare to defend-

_his life.  The captain, however, endeavoured lo quiet:
their a pprehensions, and at last suceeeded.

The Caffrees having inviled the party to remain on-
this spot during the night, they began to prepare wood.-
for the fires. Al bands went lo work, and by the as-
sistance of a hand-saw, they procured some dry trees and>
underwood that afforded a-very comfortable fire. Cog

" of the Hottentots, who was so rich as to possess a linder-
hox, strock a light; and this accommeodation” being not '
only highly useful -but unexpected, gave new- splms tor
the whole party.

The natives, as the night came on,’ did not- retire as..
usual 10 their kraal. This gavea fresh alarm, whichdid+
mol appear lo be without some canse’; situated as the -
party then were, they were cbliged 1o abide the event,’
ant therelore preparcd for the warst thai coald happen..
The watch was set as formerly ; but the Cafffees hud- -
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dling together, were soon lost in sleep. This place,
however dismal in its appearance, aflorded a tolerable
sheiter for the night; clouds of sand were no longer
troublesome and the severities of the wind and cold
were mizigmd by the friendly shade afforded by the
trees.

* We were rou'.ed  says the captain, © by the na+

vages as #he sun appeared, and we departed from

this supposed Golgotha in telerable spirits,  We had,
however, consumed the last pound of our bullock before
we left the sand-liills, and our party began to dread an
approachimg famine. I mentioned the distress of my
people to the chief, and he promised 1o relieve us.
We bad jowrreyed but a few miles, when the Caffrees
told us we must remain where we were that night. We
accordingly set te work to procure fire-tvond, and had
warcely completed this pecessary business, when the'
vhiel presented us with another bullock, It was soon
dispatched, skiomed, cut into pieces of abort four pounds-
each, snd we then proceeded to dress them as provision
for our journey. This was 2 business of so much im+
portance, that most of the day was spem in accomplish-
|ng it. '

~ The night passed with less apprehension than “be-
fore, and when the morning came we prepared for our
departare.

< The mament now :mwed when the real intentions
of the Catfrees were 10 be developed. The natives came:
about us, and assisied in dividing the provisions. Each
man was to carry his bwn stock, which amounted to-
about three oc fuur pounds of beef; this with some bis--
cuils, which a few of my people had conlrived te pre..
setve from the wreck, was 10 serve us until we reached
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a christian seltlement.  So far from eny- appearance of

hostility, the natives seemed to view our departare with.

regret. I took 1he chief by the hard, and thanked him®
for bis greal and friendly atlentions lo me and my unfor-

tunate crew ; assuring him at the same time, that if L

survived lhejourney', it would ever be my first considerar

tion to render him and his people some essential service.

HMe thanked me, and then requested I would tell ‘the-

golonists our ship was lost 81 ses, and so distant from the:

land, that no part of her could possibly resch the shore..

He also desired me to place the utmost confidenca in my |
guides, es they would certainly direct- me for the best.
“After my: people and the natives had exchanged some-

mutual civilities, we parted, and gave one anather a lash

and affectionate adieu.”

They did not take their deparmre on the merning of:
the 23d until the sun was well up, The guides wepe
intelligent, and gave them lo understand that they must
on no account iravel early, aethe wild beasts constantly
rose with the sun, and then ranged the deserts in quest of.
their prey. As ‘they were allunarmed, a single lion,.
leopard, or panther, could have destroyed most of.
them. It became thereflore highly necessary they should;
not stit until these animals. had satisfied heir hunger,
and were relired for the day.

Notwithstanding this cautious and necessary advice,.
and which was given with. a. laudable earnestness for.
their preservation, ofill the people were so desirous of.
gelling on, that they grew uneasy; but the guides,
oould not be induced to quit the fires until about nine;
o'clock, at which time they all procegded, and i goad
spirits,. .
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Not more than three of four of the party were at this
amoment in possession of shoes. They had many hun-
«dred miles 1o travel ‘over unknown countries, 1o ascend
qooantains of slupendous elevation, peneirate woods,
traverse deserts, ford rivers; and yet they were to com-
bat all these difficaliies bare-fucted, not having saved
above four pair of shoes, and even thiese but in sad cone
dition.

“ Asmy feet ware naked, {says the captain) like most
©f my people, one of them offered me za old pair of
boots which he then wore; but I refused them. My
-habiliments were s short jacket, a table cloth, which [
found on the shore, wrapt round my loins; a shawl over
it; four shiris whicl 1 wore at the same time; a pait
of trowsers, and a hat. We bore to the westward on
our setling out, for the purpose of obtaining fresh water
dn the cowrse of cur johrney. Cur guides observed,
-that near Lhe coast the waler was generally brackish';
we thetefore struck info the inlerior, and were vot en-
Airely disappointed in our ¢xpectations.”

They now travelled thiough a country beantifully
variegated with hills, dales, extensive plains finely wa-
tered, but less wooded than the former. The grass ap.
peared of an extraordinary height; but in the courie
they pursued, not a human foot.step could be traced ;
no cattle, no sign of cullivation couht be observed. They
werenot interrupted by any beast of prey, although they
constantly perceived their dung. At length, after tra-
velling about thirty-five miles, they began to feel the
want of water. .

Having searched for ihis indispensablé aliment with
the utmost anxiety and sllention, they were so for-
anale as lo discover, before sun-set, a brook that ran
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‘near the corner of a wood ; - aad here they defermined
to red for-the night.” They began, therefore, to pre-
pare a suffcient quaniity of fuel. . The wood was
chiefly composed: of trees that pariook in some degree
of the nature of thorn: they cut saverzl, sand erranged |
their fires. Oneof the Cafirees struck a light, and the -
whole, in a few minutes, was in & blaze. The tinder
" which he provided was of a particular descriplion; it
consisted of a pitchy sabstance, extracted from a reed,
and o lenacious of fire, that a single spark from the
steel caught it in a moment. The weather being cold,
they resolved fo sleep close o one another; bul the
guides told them, the place.they had fixed upon lo rast
during the night was known to be infested with leo-
pards; and that, if they scented the perty, nothing could
prevent them from destroying some of them, This in-
telligence induced them to enlarge their fires, add they
began to consult upon other measures that were likely
4o conlribute also to their preservation, Bul such is the
powerful influence of Morpheus over the harassud soul,
that their conversation had scarcely commenced onthis
important subject, when they were all relieved from oy
sense of donger, by gently falling into a seund sleep, in
‘which they remained io perfect security until the morn.
ing. '

No sooner hed 1he sun peeped above the hosizen,
than. they were all rousediby the fremendous roasing of
lions, Never were mun in a situation miore truly alarm-
ing., Had they discovercd them during the night; they
must have been torn 10 pieces when sleéping, asnot ag
individual could atlend the waich, or keep awakeeven
for an hour. They thesefore congratulated one another
on finding Lhey had all wsenped, and set eut about seves
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in the morning, in company with their guides.~They
soon arrived at the bank of a small river, which being per«
fectly dry, they crossed without difficulty. Shortly after
they came to another, whieh they likewise pasied in a
few minutes. They reached at length. some isiands,
from the tops of which they discovered several beautiful
vales, ciothed with long dry grass, small clusters of trees,
and in other places, forests of considerable extent, skirta
ing mountains of different elevations. In the course of
the day, they were in great disiress for want of waler,
angd lost much time in the pursuit of it. Indeed they
almost despaired of finding any, a3 the earth appeared
o dry as 10 exhsust all the brooks they had visited.
Luckily, however, about sun-set, they discovered a
small rivulet that ran near the skirf of a forest; and,
although the water was not good, yet still it relieved
them from a dreadful situation,

Having travetled this day sbout lh:rty miles, they de-
termined to remain where they were during the night,
(Al hands, therefore, went immediately to work, for the
purpose of getting fuel. They had seen no wild animals
-in the course of the day, but frequently observed the
dung of the elephant and the rhinoceres.

As their situation for this night was as dangerous and
deplorabie as on the preceding one, they determined to
enlarge their fires, as the only means of safety they had
left. This was accordingly done, and they had the plea-
sure to find, when the dey appeared, that not an indivi-
' dual was missing of the whole party. .

‘They proceeded on their journey shortly after sun-
rising 3 and, as they were 1o travel throngh a wood of
considerable extent, the guides lold them 1o be upon

their guard, as they would cestsinly be interrupted by
VOL, Il 2 A
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wild animals, which resorted to:that place in prodiglows

numbers. They determined, notwithstanding, to brave

il dangers, and accordingly proceeded. They indeed

escaped the lions, the panthers, the rhinoceros, the

clephant, &e. but, unforiunately, shout noon, came up”
with a horde -of Caffrees, that were distinguished, by
fheir own countrymen, as a bad tribe. They spoke at
first to some Caffree women, who bebaved kindly, and
gavethem onelor two baskels of milk. These baskets
are arade of lwigs, wove so closely together as to hold
waler,

Having proceeded but a short way, after receiving
this instance of female liherality, they were stopt by
twelve Caffree men, armed with spears, and clothed in
Jeopard skins. Their guides, alarmed at the appearance
of these savages, fiew to the banks of the great fish
river, which at that-time wus nol more than two hon.
dréd yards from the place where they steod. ~ They re-
peatedly cailed to them to retorn, but in vain; they imi-
medietely crossed the bed of the river, which wasdry,
and having reached the opposite shore, ascended an ad-
joining meuntain with the utmest precipitation. The
savages brandished their spears, and appeared by their
gestures Lo menace the destraction of the people. They
could not understand what they said ; bat supposed they
demanded fram them whalever articles they possessed 3
spd as these principally consisied of the little stock of
provisians they had left, and iheir-clothes, they de!er-
wined not to part with euher

One of the capisin’s peophe had a kmfe, whieh was
slung over his shovlder. A Cafiree perceiving it, made
a snatch al the handle; but the owner resisting it, he
lost his hold.  This so envaged ihe savage, that he Khed

-
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up his assagay with an apparent intention of dispatche
ing the ohject of his resentment. At the moment he
stoad.in this attitude, a more finished picture of horror,
ar what may be conceived of (he infernals, was perhaps
never seen before,  The savage wore a leopard’s skin 5
his black countenance bedaubed with red ochre; his
eyes, inflamed with rage, appesred as if starting from
their sockets ; his mouth expanded, and his teeth gnashs .
ing and grinning with all the -fury of an exasperaied
demon. He was, however, diverted from his purpese,
and dtopped the asagay, -

‘The crew instantly proceeded o the fiver, and crossed
il in pursuit of their geides, who wete stafidiifg on the
sammit of the moantait y when they tame up, the guidos
expressed the utmosl satislactlon wt #isir éscape. They
geve them a terrible descripnion of the people they had
just left, and assured them, if the remainder of their
herde had rol been hunting at the time Lhey got to the
fish river, not & man of them would have survived.
They also declared, that-they were the ‘most abominable
Korde Ihroughout the whole of Caflraria.

Theit conversatron lmsted bu! a few minules, when
they resolved to descend the mountain, and pursue their
journey, Scurcely Had they put themselves in motion,
when & svene of (hd most esiensive and luxuriant beats
ties barst in a nioment on their view. Tiw danger tliey
Imd just escaped, etigaged their atisnlion so entirely,
when they gained (he summit, that they did not immes
dlately perceive the weild of Beauties that now lay epread
before tiem. Al dood fer some tinre in 3 state of rap
ture and amazement.  The country was mostly a level,
yet plomsingly diversifisd with gentle elevatiom, on the
tops of wiich they could perssive clampe of the mimoss

242
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tree, and the sides clothed with shruba of vatious deno-
minations, A thousand rivulets seemed to meander
through this second Eden ; frequently skirting or appeat~
g to encircle a plantation of wood; then suddenly
laking & different direction, glided through a plain of
vonsiderable extent, until it came 10 a gentle declivity ;
hera it formed a naiaral cascade, and then, following its
course, proveeded in an endless variety thronghout
the whole ot the counury.

As they stood gazing on this sylvan scene, they per-
ceived inoumerable herds of animals, particularly of
thie species of the gazelle, scouring over the plains 3
some darting through the woods, others feeding, or
drioking at the rivelets. As far as the eye travelled in
pursuit of new beauties, it was most awply gratified,
until a4 lengih the whole gradually faded on the view,
and become lost in the horizon. They were so wraptin
extacy on this landscape, 1bat they forgot their danger,
and remained too long upon the mountain, They at
fength descended, and proceeded on their journey.

Belore the day closed they fixed on a place where
they were (o remain until tbe morning. It was near a
woud, mostly con:posed of that kind of thorn already
wentioned. Seveial of these they immediately cul,
not enly for the purpose of fuel, but 10 form a batricade
or defence against the wild animals during the night.

Alier completing their fortificalion, lighting the fires,

“gnd supping in the best manner possible, they lay down
torest; but their sleep was constantly disturbed during
the night, by a herd of elephants brashing through the

. wood, passing and relurning almost every moment.
Had not the fence been erecied the preceding evening,
tbey would, in all probability, bave been trampled to .
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dealh by these monstrous aninals. “They had .the good
fortune, however to escape; and, abogt seven the
next morning, proceeded on their journey, iy company
with the guides.

. They travelled this day through a delightful capntry,
The land, in some places, seemed to be Tomposed of 3
red and yellow clay, and \be valleys appeaked covered
with a very thick and long grass, but not a sign of agri--
culture was to he observed.  In.the course of the day,
1hey. perceived a few deserted huts, one of which they
entered, but paid severely for their curiosity ;- as those
who: vepntured in, .were in a moment covered entirely
with fleas,

Water was found sometimes;-but it was brackisl,.
plthough they were at least 50 miles fram the sea.
They kept ol this distance during most of the jours
hey. - .
They brought.up for the night, after travelling about
55 miles, at the skirt of a small forest, and provided
fuel, with a temporary defence, as before, The pro-
wvisions being vearly exhausted, they were obliged lo eat
-sparingly, although most of them were ravenously hun-

ry. .

& {!_boui seven in the morniwg, they again set out; hut
.mauy of the people dropt a slern in the course of the

day, beiug .aglmast worn out with fatigue. In this sity.

atiop it was thought adviyable for such of the party as
could travel, to get forward, and providea plave whete
wood and waler could be had, The captain was of this
company ; and that all those who remained behind might
find their way, he ordered the Calfree guides 1o set fize

10 the long grass, which served, during the night, asa

_point of direction. He was likewise in expectation of -
243



270 LOSS OF THE HERCULSS,

their coming up before the morging; but was sadly dis.
appointed. They remsined stationary until the sun ap-
peared, and then went on.

Not one of the people left behind appeared this mom-
ing; but the guides were of opiniop they would reach
s christian settlement in the course of the day, where

* assistance would certainly be had. This intelligenca
gave them new spirits; and they travelled with an un-
usual alerfness, until they came to a farm-house. Here
relief was expected, but none was to be found: the
whole place had been deserted for sotne time; they were

.obliged, therefore, to sleep again in the air, and leave
their sbsent and m:serab!e compamons to aii the horrors
of the desert.

This was not a nlght ofsleep, but lamentation, They
sat round their fire, end spoke of nothing but their ab-
sent messmetes and their unfortunate situation, They
were left defenceless, without food, hardly able to stand
rect, end in a country where the ferocious animals were
‘wost numerous. ‘They were likewise every hour in dan-
Sger of an attack from the Boshis-men, who swarm in
these parts, and destroy the unhappy objects of their

" vengeance by arrows that are pdisoned. The sensi-
hility of the pecpie en this melancholy occasion, dis-
played the genuine character of a sailor, Men who
could brave all the dangers of the tempest, and face
death, withoat a trembling nerve, even in the cannon’
mouth, could not, however, speak of their distressed
and absent brethren without a tear. Their own mis-
fortuner were forgotien; and their only consideration,
during the night, was their unhappy messmates, whom

* they never expected to beho!ld again.
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They retnained here for more than an hour afler the ri-
sing of the sun,  Out of sixty, that composed the party,
when they departed from the beach, thirty-six were so
maimed and worn down by fatigue, as to be unable to
travel : these remained in the desert, if nol already des-
troyed, and had no hope of preservation, but from the
exertions of the party who were able to proceed ; the
guides were now certain that a christian habitation was
‘wthend. The last we saw, bad been destroyed by the
Caflrees during the war with the colonista; It wag,
therefore, determined to proceed to & place where re-
lief could be obtained, with every possible dispaich,
My people proceeded with redoubled energy; the sal-
vation of Lheir companions was the mecentive, and that
consideration banished every idea of danger or fa-
tigue. . K _

They travelled without a single halt for about three
hours, when one of the guides, whe was advanced,
roated out, in a transport of joy, « I see a Holtentot,
stiending & flock of sheep.” It was the voice of a
seraph proceeding from a Caffree.  They all ran to the
place where he sicod, and, at a considerable distance,
cbserved a man attending a flock of at least four thou-
sand. They moved in a body towards the shepherd,
who teemed at first to be alarmed; but, perceiving
they were most whites, and nnarmed, he stopt until they
came up. The caplain requested of him 1o direct them
ihe nearest way to the first seitlement, which he did,
and at the same time informetd vs, the proprietor was a
good man ; the distance, he said, was about three hours,
The pleasore diffused throughout the parly, on recei-
ving this information, it is impossible to deschribe. The



792 1085 OF THE RERCULES,

capiain embraced this opportunily, and went on; a pe-
neral joy succeeded, and who should be foremost, the
principel consideration! .

. Al lenglh—extatic reflection—they came within sight
of a Chtistian farm. ¢ Come on, my lads,” said the cap-
tain < we are safely moor’d at last; and our people, in the
deserts, will be soon relieved.”” Some totiered as they
stood, owercome by joy, and could not move; others
appeared as in a trance, until at’ length about ten
follewed him, and they enlered Lhe house of Jan du Pli-
esies.

. Fortunadely, thls was & sotter of the best order, about
sixly years old, barn in Holland, but had resided in
‘Aflrica-for many years; humane, generous, and possess-
ing & haprlthat appeared .to be the constant ‘mansion of
a virtuous sympathy. His cotlage was formed of clay,
shatclied with a kind of reed, and furnished with a few
plocls, a table, and some kitchen utensils, His family
consisted of five or six sons, their wives and childres, Lo«
gelber with a daughtér, making together about twenly
,p'eople. . His stock, however, was considerable, not
less "than twelve (housand sheep, and one thousand
wxen, _ ' '

~ Aller the alarm, which their fiest appearance oc-
cagioved, had subsided, the captain told the story
of their melancholy disaster, and implored his assis-
dance for the relief of the unhappy people who
were lefil behind,  This good man could not lislen 1o
.the relation, without discovering by his countenance the
tenderness ol his nature.  His face, which was naturally
pallid, became, at cerlain inlervals, of o crimson hue:
thiese emolions appeated as the effervescence of sensi-
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bility, and to exhibit, in glowing colours, the complexion
ol virtue, _ '
As no time, he said, should be lost in preparing for
the relief of 1he unfortunate people, he immediately di«
recled {wo of his sons, to harness eight oxen o a wag-
gon, His orders were obeyed wilh a cheerfulness that
evinced an hereditary goodness, and that it had des-
cended, unimpaired, from the sire to his children.
They were directed. to travel all night; snd the
guides described the spot, su minulely, a3 lo avoid
all possibility of a mistake. The waggon was svon
out of sight, and they all sat down to partake of a
sheep, which our liberal host hed ordered to be killed for
their entertainment.
When the meal was over, the worthy colonists began
fo interrogate them respecting their journey thrcugh
Caffraria. He could not possibly conceive, he said,
how the Tambochis could beinduced to suffer their des
periare, They ‘were such & horrid race, that nuthing.
was s0 gralifying 1o their nature as the shedding of hu.
man blood, The Boshismen he also observed, were so
numerous, and so perpetually on the look-ou1, that bhe
was amaged at their travelling with any degree of secu-
rity; bul when he considered that they came through a
part of Cafiraria, so infested with carnivorous animals,
- that people could never travel safely but in parties, and .
" well armed, he declared their being then in his house ap-
peared to him a kind of miracle. .
The caplain took this opportunity of giving our wor-
-thy host a proper idea of the Tambochis. His mind
had beeu poisoned by some of his depredating neigh-~
bours, and never going on such parties himself, had en~
tertained these prejudices withoat having an opporis
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nity of knowing the contrary. He appeared much
pleased at the conduct of the Tambochis, during our
abode in their country, and declared this circumstance
alone would relieve him from many hours of unes-
siness,

- His sequestered mension was nearly surrounded - by
trees, on which were hung to dty the skins of lions,
tigers, panthers, and other destructive animafs, killed
in the vicinity of his own habifation, The carcases of two
evormous creatures were observed lying near the door,
which had the apprarence of being recently destroyeds
They were twu rhinocaroses thel the fefmier’s sohy
had killed, bul the day Uelore, on their own jand. This
gave rise 1o & narrative respecting thess animals, witich
the good man related with great circumspection, and
" which appesred very extraordinary. .

- # These creajures, said the farmer, dre more savage,

and irfinitely more to be dreaded, than any other ani-

wal of the desurts.  Even the lion, when he pereeives
a rhinoceros, will fly from bim on the instant, I hnd

# proof of this, said he, sbout two years ago As |
was traversing my lands in the morning, 1 perceived:
o lion enter & thicket, shout the disiance of haif a mile
from the place where 1 atoud.  In a few minutes aflor

1. observed m second, then a third, 2nd a fonth came;

they se¢med 1o follow one anuther at tlicir Jeisure, and}
irless than an hour, §eounted nine that entered: tig
same wood. Never having seen s many of the mame
_ species together, 1 wag desirous to know the.event of
their meeting, and I concealed myseif for the purpose:
AFier waiting for rather more tham an doue tt my Jurk
ing place, without either seeing any of then, of hesrimg
;ty noise frome the quarter wiere: fiiey lgy; | begarn for
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despair of having my coriosity in the least gratified, At
length, I perceived a rhinoceros of uncommon magnitude
epprosch the wood. He stood motionless for about five
minutes, when he atrived at » small distance from the
thicket, then tossed up his nose, and at last scented the
animals that lay concealed. In aninstant ] saw bim
dart into the wood, and in the space of about five mi
nutes afterwards 1 obierved all the lions scamper away
in different directions, and apparently in the greatest
censternation.  The rthinoceros beat aboul the wood
in pursuit.of his enemies for a considerable time; bot
not finding any, he broke eover at last and appeared on
the plain. He then looked around him, and, enraged
at his disappointment, began tearing up the earth, and
discovered every sign of madness and desparation. [
remained quietly in my rélreat until the animal disape
peared, and then returned to my house.”

The travellers sleptthis night onsacks, which their hest
had arranged for their accommodation, Atbreakfaston the
sueceeding morning, their benefactor entertained (hem
with some very interesting observations respecting the
counlry where he resided. He panicularly stated the
hardships, which the colonists endured from the ress
trietive orders and persecuting conduct of the govern-
ment at the Cape.  * 1 have lead ore, 1aid he, on my
own farm, so near the surface that we can scrape it up
with oor hands, amd yet we dare nol fouch it—If we
were known (o melt and use » single pound of it, we
should be all transported, for life, to Batavia.”

Before they had finished their mesl, fheir benefactot
dispatched messengers to his neighbouring friends, de-
_ siring their assistance to get the crew to the Capel

1
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Several of them came and behaved with the greatest
‘tenderness and liberafity. They went so far as lo say,
‘that such as wete desirous of -remaining in Lhe country
-unti they-had perfectly recovered, should be accommo-
-dated at their houses; and as they travelled once in
wvery year to the Cape, they would take the first op~
-portunity of conveying them thither. The captain
thanked them for their kindness, but declined accepling
their, proposal, as his intention was to make the Cape
-with every possible expedition. - -

‘This conversation was interrupted by a Hottentot
servant who ran into the house and declared the * wag-
gon was in sight.”  All flew to meet it, and the captein
had the heart-felt consolation of perceiving twenty.(hree .
of his unfortunate people, chiefly Lascars, laying down
in the wachine. Qn their arrival, the two sons of da
Pliestes said, they found them near a wood perfectly
resigned to ‘their fate, having given up all hopes of re-
lief. The preceding day, thirteen of their. companions
had.separated from them; but where they had strayed
to not one of them could even guess at. Thesg poor
fellows after enduring for a long time the most unex-
ampled miseries, all arrived in safety at the Cape,

Fhey were now forly-seven in number, and as they
were tu proceed in waggons, such as were afflicted
with sore feet, ar weak through hunger and fatigue,
would not again be separated -from their compani-

ons.
Their benevolent host now provided them with a

waggon and two sets of oxen, each set containing eight.
They were occasionally to relieve each other on the
way, and two or thiee Hollenlot servanls were ap-
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pomled as drivers, and 10 take charge of the relaying
cattle, One of the farmer’s sons, completely armed,
was likewire directed to attend them, and the waggon
wagy stored with provision and water sufficient until they
arrived at the next settfement,

They tock their departare from the hospitable man-
sion of the benevolent du Pliesies on the morning of the
second of July., The geard was perpetualiy on the
watch, lest the Boshis-men or the wild animals might
dart upon them unperceived. About eight in the even-
ing, however, they reached the second farm in perfect
secutity. ‘The distance travelled was about thirly-five
miles this day, and ali the people in good spirits.

The owner, whose name was Cornelins Englebrocks,
they found also @ beneficent charscter.  His coltage
was poor indeed; but all that he could affurd he gave
with chearfulness.  His neighbour’s letler was produ-
ced, which he read with great attention, and then said,
“ my friend is a good man, and I always valued him 3
but you wanted po other recommendation to my poor
services, than your misforlunes,”

They remained here during the night, afier partaking
of a frugal repast which their host had previded, and
which was given with many innocent apologies for its
scanliness,

Before their departure on the ensuing moriing, the far-
wier generously presented them wilh nine sheep.. The poor
man lamented he could net let them have a morsel of
bread,——** We live, (said he,) the year reand chiefly on
mutten and game; but seldom enjoy the fuxbry of &
loaf.” He insisted, however, on the captain’s {aking the
sheep, which he accepted with many thanks, and they
then deparied on their journey, '

YOL. {1, 28
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Duriag the four or five succeeding days, they iravel-
led on from house to house, generally at fifteen or six-
teen hours distance fromn each other, and were received
at all of them with a disinterested hospitality. These
occurrences are related with a scrupulous atlention
to fidelity, because the colonists, without distinction,
have been frequently represented as a ferocious ban-
ditti, scarcely to be kept within the pale of antho-
nty.

During several days trial they could get but little
bread, and not much water., The countries were alter-
nately hill and dale, end often affurded the most romantic
prospects. They frequently perceived wast quantities
of wolves, and often such droves of that species of deer
which the farmers call spring buck, that one flock alone
could not contain less thap from twelve to foarieen thon
sand, Indeed many of the séttlers said, they have seen
double that number at one time, and frequently killed
three at a single shot.  Qur travellers likewise saw vast
guantities of guinea-fow], which after 2 shower of rain,
are casil y caught by the farmers’ dogs.

The zebra, or wild ass, 13 common in these sdvanced
colonies, and many of them were seen—Qstriches like-
wise numerous, They had such plenty of venison at the
houses where they stopped, that their stock of nine sheep,
furnished by honmest Englebrocks, was dxmamshed but
three in the course of six days,

From the 8th 1o the 16th of June, their journey was
pot interrupted by any disagrecable occurrence, The
countries through which they passed, displayed at every
mite « new change of beauties. The mountaios were in
many places of stupendous height, end the valleys, de-
corated with wood, were astonishingly fertile in vege-
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table prodactions. One of the most exiensive of these
valleys, tock them no less than three days and a half in
passing. It is called by the settlers Long Cluff, and
wuffords, pethaps, as many romantic scenes as can be
found in any spot of the same extent on the face of the
earth,

The hills for seventy or eighty miles sun parailel to
each other.  The lamds belween are wonderfuliy rich,
and produce vast quantities of a plant similar in its
smell and leste to our thyme.  On this fragrant herb are
fed immense gquaniities of sheep and catile; they de-.
vour it with grent eagerness, and it gives the mutlos &
flavour so like our venison, that sn epicure might be
deceived in the taste. The valleys are generally lovel
from eight to four miles in breadth, and in several
places intersected with rivulets, on the borders of
which sre frequently perceived whole groves of the
sloe-tree,

On or about the fourteenth, they reached the settles
ment of an old and blind man. He had = large family,
and appeared to possess a comfortable independence.
‘When he heard the story of the travellers, the good far-
mer burst into tears, and ordered a glass of brandy lo be
given to each of the erew,  After this unusual and
cheering repast, he directed some mution to be deliver-
ed to the people, and gave them a pot to dress itin. He
then requested of the captain {o mess with the family, -
which was complied with, and when supper was ended,
this worthy creature said he was so pleased with theit
escaping the dangers of the sea and the Caffrees, that
lie would celebrate the meeting with a song. He im-
mediately began and sung with the voice of a stentor.

282
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A general plaudit succeeded ; and then their honesl bene
factor, said, * Now, captain, I have s favour to ask
of you, Pray desire sll your people to sing.” It was
impossible 10 avoid laughing at this whimsical request ;
but it was thought good-humour at soch a moment
should not be interrupled ; therefore an American saie
lor was desired 10 sing one of his best songs. He no
soaner began than all the Lascars tuned their pipes;
this set a-going the Swedes, Porluguese, Duichmen,
and all the crew ; each party sung in their several lan.
guages, and at (he same time. Such a concert was never
heard before; but the liberal and merry old colonists was
s0 entertained with their music, that he had neatly dropt
from his chair in a fit af laugliter,

The captain was provided this night with a sheep’s-
skin, on which he rested under the roof of the farmer’s
cotlage; but there was not room for all, and therefore
most of the poor fellows were obliged to sleep in the
air. A similar inconvenience had happened so fre-
quently since they reached the colenies, that lhey deter-
mined to separate,

Cn the morning of the 17th they separated, and the
captain took with him his chiel and third mates, toge«
ther with one or twa mare who were solicitous to ac-
company him. The country, as they advanced, ine
creased in population; and the farm-houses were, in
several places, nol more than two hours distance from
each other, Many of them were beautifully situaled,
and the lands produced grain, oranges, figs, and lemons
in abundance. Their grapes likewise appeared to
fiourish, and supplied them with wine and brandies,
which they vended chiefly at the Cape. Vast berds of -
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deer, and partridges out of all number, were seen,
and immense tracts of Jand covered entirely with.aloe-
trees,

From the 17th to the 21st, they travelled a moun-~
taindus country ; but the valleys constantly presented
farms and habitations where the industry of the husband-
man was amply rewarded, The flocks of sheep were
prodigions ; but the cattle were not so numerous, not
in such good condition at those seen in the more ad-
vanced colonijes,

QOn the 22d they arrived at -Zwellingdam, and pro~
ceeded to the landorse-house. The landorse is the chief
man of the place, and his settlement consists of about
nxteen or eighteen houses, surrounded by a delightful-
country, and producing grain, vegelables for culinary
purposes, grapes and fruits of almost every description.

This gentleman gave lhem a very hospitable recep-
tion, and. the next morning furnished the caplain with
a horse and guide,, to conduct bim to his brother-in-
Hw's; that nothing migh! be omitled on his part lo sceure
a favourable reception at the Cape, the captain’s worthy
host gave them a very kind letter to his friend General
Craig, commander in chief, acquainting him with the
Yoss of the ship, and the miseries endured by the crew
m their travels through the desert.  He aiso requested
the general would du them every'kindness in his power,
which he would acknowledge as an ubligalion conferred
upon himself,

They arrived at the settlemenl of Johannas Brinch, at
Stallen. Bush, on the third or fourth day, after travelling
a couniry highly eultivated,. and producing immense-
forests of the aloe-tree.. The farmers live here in afffu--
ence, and the crew continued io experience the most

203
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liberal and kind attention during the remainder of their
joufney,

On their arrival at Stallen Bush, {he captain waited
on Mr. Brinch, whase reception can never be mentioned
bul in terms of the most fervent gratitude and esteem.
His residence isone of thase defightful places which,
from its nateral situation and fertility, wraps the be=
holder, the moment he sees it, in a kind of exiacy,
The vines there are reared with great attention, and are
highly productive.  Grain, vegetation, and fruits, yield
shundant crops ; and camphire-irees of very large di-
mensions thrive also in the setifement, Indeed the
whole settlement seemed to be so precisely what it should
be, thaf any slteration must be a deformity, The people
here dress well, bot nearer the English than the Dutch
siyle. They have nothing of that sullen {aciturnity be«
longing to the character of the Hollander ; but are
sprightly and good-humoured.

“ I remained two days {says the caplain} under the
roof of this liberal and benevolent gentleman, He
pressed me to stay longer; but I was desirous of reach-
ing the Cape, and therefore declined his hospitable in-
vitation. In the morning, therefore, he provided me
with a horse and guide, and I ook my depasture from
Stallen Bush, on the 30th, in the morning.  Our journey -
was but short, as we arrived the same evening st the
Cape of Good Hope; and alihough emaciated in my
frame, yet in tolerable health,”
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1118 MAJESTY’s $10OQP, THE BRAZEN,
Comnnanded Ly Captain J, Hawson,
Wrecked under a C[:'IIT near Newhaven, Sussex, January 25, 1800,
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First appesrance of the Wreck—-Measures taken “to preserse the
Crew—~Only one Man saved--Dreadful and fatal situation of 1he
others—Ninety-five bodies found and buried— Inscriptions on
u Stune Monument or Pillar, lately erected at Newhaven, com-
memorative of the melanchely Event.

The following, though eoncise account of the loss of
the Brazen sloop of war, is an event 5o truly disastrous,
s must impress every heart of sensibility with commise-
ration for the wretched sufferers.

In the evening of the 25th of January, 1800, the
wind blew strong from the sonth-west, with much rain:
the gale very much increased during the night, and at
six A. M. of the 26lh, an alarm was given at New-
haven, on the coast of Sussex, that a large ship, supposed
to be a man of war, was on shore under the cliffs, about
ane mile 1o the wesiward of that piace. An express
was immediately dispatched to Captain Sproule,* of
the royal navy, at Brighton, whe commanded on that

* The very zealous, active, and humane exerrions of this gen-
tleman, to preserve the lives of his fellow-creatures, combined
with his unremitting attention to the interests of the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiraliy, in endeavouring te save the stores of
the vessel, refiect the bighest honoos o him 83 a Christian sad ap
oficer,
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part of the coast, and several people instantly repaired
to the place below the ciiffs, near which the ship lay.
Day had not yet dawned; and the viclence of the wind
and rain increased and prolonged the gloom; but the
fatal spot was not difiicult to be discovered, by the cries
of the wretched maiiners, who screamed aloud for help.
The flood fide, unforlimately, was making just as the
vessel strack, and rose so fast, while the people were
uncler the chffs, that they were soon obliged fo return,
without being of any essentisl service. Two machines®
were now dragyed to the top of the cliffs, in readiness
to be used when the tide had fowed so high as to pre-
venlany one from passing round the points of the rocks,
that projected far into the sea. Al day-‘break, the ship
was seen about half a2 mile fsom shore, with her masts
all gone, and in appearance a total wreck. Many of
the crew, however, were still banging to those parts
most out of the water. Upom observing that some
were slrugpling with the waves, and had a chance to
reach the shore, two ment upon the cliff gallantly
Juwped into the cage, and were Jet down a precipive
nearly three hundred feet perpendicular, for the noble
purpose of endeavouring 10 rescue these whe fleated,
from the waves. One man drifted to shore, apparently
unhurl; but as the two brave fellows were advancing
10 his assistance, parl of a loose sail was Lhrown over

* These machines st constructed with swing cranes, to hang
over the precipice ; & vopu ia reeved in thew, and o jarge cage
suspendud frum it, which is able to conluin three men,

t These men were rewarded out of a aubscription, raised by

the inhabitants of Brighton, at the instigation, it is believed, i
Caplamn Sproule,
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him by a wave, which carried him out to"sea, and he
rose no mase! Another, more (ortunate, came 1o shore
‘'upon a carronade gunsiide: the men caught hold of
him, and placing him in the cage, he was safely drawn,
wilh themselves, upon the cliff. On reaching the top,
he appeared in sirong convalsions, but-soon recovered
sufficiently to inform his deliverers that the wreck they
saw was the Brazen sloop of war, commanded by Cap-
tain James Hanson. It js s efrcamslance which cannot
beregarded otherwise than extraordinary, that this man,
who could not swim, was saved, while the most expert
swimmers in the ship were drowned.

No further attempt could be made to afford relief, as
the sea now broke nearly fifty feet up the cliffs. The
spectators could only sigh at.the fate of (he sufferers,
while they beheld, in silent anguish, that two or three
men were yet alive upon the wreck, without the smallest '
chance of escaping the lot of (heir companions, Their.
cries were distinctly heard, notwithstanding the howling
of the wind, and the loud breaking of the ses. . '

By this time the wreck had drifted near in shore, and
one man was seen to survive, lashed 1o the sturp of the
fore-mast (every wave which washed over him covering
him many feet deep, and oniy giving him time 10 Breathe
between wave and wave} until two P. M. when he sunk
down totaily exhausted and lifeless.

About three o'clock the ebbing of the tide enabled
the people to get under the cliff, opposite the remaing
of the vessel, but little could now besaved. The shore
was covered with wreck for miles. Ninety.five of the’
. crew, whose bodies foaled ashore, were decently in-
_ terred at Newhaven, by direction of the Lords of the
Admirally, and a handsome stone monument, or pillar,
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commemarative of ihe melancholy -event, has been
erccied near the grave that contains their teliques, at
the expence of Caplain Hanson'’s family, from a very
appropriate design of Mz, Henry Rhodes, architect.

The inseriptiona on this monument are as follow :

No. 1.

Sacrep
To the memory
Qf )
CAPTAIN JAMES HANSON,
The Officers and Company of his Majesty"s Ship
Brazew;

Who were wrecked jna violent storm
Under the ¢liff,
Bearing from this place, 5. W.
At five o’clack A. M. Jan. 26, 1800}
One of the crew only surviving to tell the melancholy
tale :

By-this fatal event
The country, alas! was deprived of 105 brave de-
fenders,
At atime when it
Mol required their assistance :

The remains of many of them were interred near
to this spot,
By the direction of
The Lords Commissioners of the Adumirally.

© The wateri saw thee, Q God 1



Loss OF THE DRAZEN SLOQP. 37

No. 2.

The Brazen had been ordered to protect this part of
the const from the insolent attacks of the enemy;
And in the evening preceding the sad catasirophe,
Had detained a foreign vessel,

Which
Was put under the care of the master’s mate,  midship-
man, eight seamen, and two marines ;

Who weré thereby saved from the fate of theie
companions.

No. 3.
Names of the Qfficers lest.
James Hanson, Esg. Commander,
James Cook, John Dembry, Lieutenants.
Archibald Ingram, Master.
Patrick Venables, James Hanwell, Midshipmen,
John Braugh, Purser,
Robert Siil, Surgeon,
Thomas Whiifield, Boalswain.
Robert Alder Yawrle, Gunner,
Johnr Teague, Carpenter.

No. 4.

‘The friends of

CAPTAIN HANSON

Caused this monument to be erected,
As & mark of their esteem for a deserving officer,
And a valnable friend :
It was the will of Heaven
To preserve him
During a four years voyage of danger and difficully,

Round the world ;
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On discoveries
With Captain Vancouver,
In the years 1481, 1792, 1793, and 1784,
But to take him from us
When he thought himself
Secure,

« The wice of the Lord is upon the waters.”

LOSS OF
4 JAMAIC4 SLOGP,

Commanded by Captain Kathaniel Uting, in 1715

e e =

Iutentiow of the voyage-~They set sail in company with another
sloop-— 4 storm-+-Supazation of the sloops-— Bowsptit gives way
s Xpprehensions of danger-Considerations—Prospect of fand
~-They strike upon rocks—DMaic-mast cut awsy—~The canoe
tanncned.— 7" hey quitthe sloop—Aftermuch danger they search
the shore, Proceedings on land—They put to sex egaio--- Ar-
Tive st Plamtane viver—VYarious temerks aod accidents—Re-

turn to Jamaica,

Carramn Nathaniel Uring having been appointed
tothe command of a sloop to trade to the Leeward,
Jslauds, in the beginning of November, 1711, ihe events
which attended the prosecution of his voyage are so
various and interesting, that we shall lay them before our

readers in the caplain’s own words.

“ We set sail from Jamaica in company with another
sloop belonging (o the same owner, in order io load

5
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log-wood .and sarsaperila on the coast of New Spain,
and had agreed to rendezwous at Truxile, if we lost
company ; we touched at Rlewfields, where we watered,

- and_procended on gur voyage. I being then vmag-

quainted in those seas, had a pilot sent on board by the
awner, and I.was direcied to keep company with the
siher sloop commanded by Captain Gill, who was rec-
koned a good pilot in that part of the world.

« After ws had sailed aboot a week from Jamaica,
having little wind, we saw. the coast of the Muschetos 3
and at the same lisoe the wind began to freshen, with a
small drisling rain. The wind soon after shifting from
the N. E. e the N. and N. by W. and blowing bard,
we lacked and stood to the eastward ; the wind increa-
siag to a storm, obliged us to hawl down our main-sail -
aqd gibb, and lay by under our fore-sail. Night com-
ing on -we lost sight of oar consort, and made several

" false fires, but was not answered, sothat I gaveover the

bopos of seeing ber any more.

* Abaut nine or ten of the clock al mght there being
' very great ves raised by the wind, our bewsprit gave
.way, aud fell under the lee bow ; we endeavored to save
it, bt the sea running so high we could not, and being
eiraid it would save s hole in the bow of the vessel,
were obliged to out it away ; and while some men were
cuiting away Lhe bowspeit, others were carrying the
hocss forwaad for a siay, in order to secore the wmast,
and then veefed the fore-sail and set it ; -but the storm
conlinling, we were soon obliged (o haw! it down
again.  Aboul eleven o'clock at night, we suddenly
mw the water lock very white, which made me afraid
that we were vpon some shoal, end immedintely hove
the lead, and found fourteen fathom waler; we Lept

VoL 1L 2¢
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hopes: but standing fo the eastward, we still raised thie
land, and the pilot said positively he knew "Hhat it was
Cape Gracia de Dios; to the eastward of which round

 that cape, he said was very good and safe anchoring, as
ihe wind then was, where he had been several times}

and further said that we should weather the cape in five
fathom water. I was glad to hear he was 10 positive
he kibew thg land; and ia weathering the cape we had

no more than five fathom water, which confirmed me

that he was right in his judgment ; as soon as we deep-
ened the water, the pilot said it was time to bear away

we did s, but soon shoaled ihe water again, and the
pifot wai afraid he was mistaken, and then said ke win

right again ; but we soon found the pilot had deceived
vy, for we struck upon o sheal of rocks, and gave but’
few thumps before the main-mast jumped ont of the
sten ; and for fear the fool of the mast should force out
the sloop’s bow and sink her immediately; we made
haste 10 cut it away; but having but ope axe had hard

work to do it, ag we had alse in culting away the ves-
ss¥’s gunhill, in order to launch the canoe overbeard.

¢ The mast being gone, we could have no assistance

of tackles, and found it very difficult to laonch her into
the sea, she being very heavy ; but being apprehensive

of the sleap’s beating in pieces upon the shoal, every one

out-did themselves, and at last, wilh much ado, got her

into the water, by which time it was near night; and

being at Jeast two leagues from the shore, we made

besie to leave the sloop that we might reach it before it

was dark, and only lock with us one piece of beef, our

smallarms, a little gun-powder; some small shot, an axe
and an iron pot, and then' put for the shore, which we-
did not reach till near eight clock at night; when we
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_game near it, we saw the break of the sea so high, and
. at such a dislance from it, we were very much afraid of
the canoe’s over-selting, before we should be able to get
thither : but there being no way te save our lives but
through that danges, we were obliged 1o put for it, Teg
the consequence be what it would, It being moon-light,
we watched a favourable opportunity of a smooth
#a, and immediately rowed for the shore, the sea break-
ing over us several times before we came to it, and by
the providence of God we happily landed.

. # Assoon as we wete all oul of the canoe, we haaled
ber up upon the beach, and ihen endeavoured ta go back
from the water-side into the woods, which we saw at
some distance, in ofder 1o get fire, and sheller eurselver,
being both cold 2nd wel, and sadly fatigued ; but when. -
we attempted to go lowards the woods, we came quick
ly into a morass, and were up tothe mid- -leg, and some-
Umes up to the knees in mud and water; and what made
it the more troublesome, it was full of long cutting glass
intermixed with bryars, which very much incommoded
us, and tore orr legs in several places. Afler we had’
gone near a mile in this miserable way, we came to the

dry land, and went into the edge of the woods, where,
" by the help of a pistol and some gun-powder, we made
s fire and dried our cloaths ;' and then we ¢ut down
some small trees, with which, and the branches of others,
we set up a little hot to sheiler us from the rain, in which
we designed to rest and refresh ourselves, after two days
and a night’s fatigue.  'Wé laid down in our hut, but
found it was impossible lo sleep, tberc'being mithions
of muschetos, and other biting flics about us; so that
neilher mouth, oese, ayes, nor any patt of ps, was free

2c3
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from them ; and wherever they coald cobe’ atourskiﬂ;
they bit and stung us most intolerably.

* As soon as it was day, we went fo the water.side’
to Jook for the sloop, but not seeing Ler, concluded she
was beat in pieces upon the ledge of rocks -where we
Ieft her. Having but one piece of beef, soit six pounds,
which we brought from on bdard the'sloop, and no bread
for our whole company, being sixteen i number, wer
began to think of looking out to see what we could get

" to subsist on; and therefore I sent the people different

ways, to hunt, and see whether they could discaver any .
inhabitants. In about four hours some of them retorned
with a bunch of green plantains, which they bad found
growing in an ol deseried plantation, where they saw
sweet cassave; Lhis discovery came very seasonable to
our relief; as soon as we found bread-lund we boﬂed
our beef, and refreshed ourselves. .
* The following day I distributed amongst the peo<
ple some small arms, powder and shot, which indeed ¥
kad directed lo be put into the canoe when we left-the:
sloop, in order to kill such creatures as probably we
mwight find in that country, to prevent out being starved,
if we found no inbabitants. ‘The men being thus pro«
vided, I orderéd them to go different wixys to hunt, and
cbserve if they saw any paths i the woods by which
we might find some of the natives, concluding we were
not far distant fram the people, by reason of the little
deserted plantation, where were the remains of a little
hut or Indian cabin.” I also'teok my gun and went a
different way ; and espying a tyger cat upon a tree I

" fired, but missed her, which if I had had the good for.

tune {0 have killed, would have been sufficient to bave
S g
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wade usa plentiful meal. ~ Having hinted several hours
in the woods, and meeting with nothimg worth shooting,
T returned ; and some of cur people came buck soon
after with several large fishing hawks which they Had
killad ; and’ notwithstanding they-weré vers fougﬂ and
fishy, we eat them very hesrtdy. -

. * The next day, being the thn'd affet ott being cast
away, the people went out again to'see what they conld’
kill, and some of them soon retutried ‘with morebawks,
which we were dressing, when others brought with
them a-large piece of a cow.” When I saw the beef, T
enipired how fhey came By 1Y, ‘they t61d' me they fouind
it single in the woods, and shot it, believing it to be
wild ; bit soon-dfter seeing three more which appeare& '
to be fame, ihey found their mistake. 1 was very sorry
the people were so rash, being apprehenswe of the zlf
consequences which might attend it, -

» By the time we had died upon the beef; 4 mative
of the country came to us, who spoke broken English;’
by whom we understood, that'about sisteén of eighteen
miles farther to the southward, there were inhabilants,
and that a vessel lay sank near the shore a few miles
froth us, without any mast or people in her, which we
judged to be our sloop. He told me also that some of
our people hiad kifled a cow belonging to Capfain Hob-
by, one of the chief men on that side of the country ;

and said, he would be much displeased when he heatd
" ofit. 1told’ him I was very sorsy for it, but that the
seamen had killed it by misiake, believing it to be wild,

I was glad to hear we were pear inhabilanis, and shat
the sloop was drove so near the shore, fmm wl--:rc:: we
-heped to gel some provisions.
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“ The weather proving more modcrate, and the sea.
pretty well down, we launched the cance; and while
some of the men rowed her along shore, others walked
by land, and so continued il it grew night, and then.
hauled the canoe a-ghore, and turned her bottomr up.
Part of us took vp our lodging under her, and part upon_
the sandy beach ; but tbose under the canos soon quitted
tbeir lodging, by reason the flies would nof suffer them,
to sleep, chusing to Ye in the open air, where the wind
blew most of them away. Inthe night, two of onr
men lefl us, and carried with !hem my- iowhng-pmcg‘
and a musquet, w:lh good part of our powder and
ehot. :

« In the morning we launched our canoe, and pur-
sued our journey as before. About noon wé saw our
vessel sunk near the shore; we went ¢n board, but found
every thing gone out of her, 1 ordered the canoe to,
Black River, where she was conducted by an Indian ;
and went myself to the Indian habitations, where I found,
most of them very happy; some of them were so drunk
they could not speak. We had the good luck to find
one or iwo sober, who shewed us where they had laid
some of our provisions, which our people went imme=
diately to dress, being all very hungry.  Black Ri-
ver running up near the Indian habitations within the
land, our people brought up the canoe; the sober Indi-
BN WETE Yery cour {eous, and gave us some of our own
rum and segar, with which we rsade some punch, and
cheared cur spirits; ihey also fet us know where they
had hid some of our rum, from whence we took a small
cask and put it into our cance.

* The next day Laplam Hobby Came to ue, and be.
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" taved very civilly, though he made a heavy complaint
for the Toss of his eow. I assured him, our people had
not killed it, if they had not believed it had been wild;
al which he seemed better satisfied, and was very {riend-
Iy, seeming sorry for our misfortune, '

“ This country being all = low flat morassy ground,
we were grigvously pestered with flies, so that it was
almost impossible 1o sleep.  Asto the Indians, I did not
percetve they found any inconvenience, or that they took
sny natice of them,

' In four or five days we fitted our conoe as well o9
we could, in which we fixed a smal} Kre hearth to dress
our provisions, having put inté her as much provisions
and water as we could go safely to sea with. ~ Teking
with me eight of my people, we put to sea, intending
for Truxilo, which was the place appointed for our ren.
dezvous, and where we expected to.find our consott.

~ Captain Hobby lending us another canoe to carry the

rest of our men, we rowed round the cape where we
were cast away, which we then knew went by the
name of the False Cape; which makes me believe sonre
other people had been deceived in it as well as my
pilot, who had given it that name. When we were

- passed the cape, we stood' down along the shore with

our sails; and af night we let go our graplin, and lay till

morning for fear of passing our consort, which we hoped

1o see upon lhe coast. As soon as it was light, we:

weighed, and pursued our voyage, keeping as near the

shore as we could with salety, by reason we designed to
cail at Plantain River, to enquire whether they had
seen her passby. At night we anchored again. We
boiled the po: every day; our food was flour and
water bu:!ed ke hasty-pudding, witlt some litile bits of
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beef to give it a velish, instead of butter and salt. Tn
prosecution of this voyage in Lhe canoe, I found it very
troublesome and fatiguing ; for having no rudder, it was
very hard woik fo steer her with a paddle, for which 1
had occasion to use my whole strength.  Being at {hat
work most part of the day, I was heartily tired before

night ; and scorching in the sun all day in the lafitude of.

16 degrees, added to our pain. But the fatigue of the
night was still worss than the day ; for the canoe being
very leaky, il was impossible for me to sleep in her bot-
tom, where the water washed continually from side to

side ; I therefore laid one of the paddles across the canoe’s.
gunhil, lo keep my legs out of the water, and one of

the sedts or thouts I placed under the lower part of my
b'ack, with my shoulders on the siern sheets: in this,
manner I slumbered, and got now and then a short
sleep.

ner, till we discovered the buts on the point of Plantain

River, where we saw the English flag hoisted.  As scon.
as we opened the river, we put in for it; but found the
water so shaliow, and a great sea beating on the shore,

it wasn with great difficully we getin without being
over-set or filled with water. As soon as we arrived

in the river, we were welcomed a-shore, by the while,

men which resided at that place ; we told them our sto-

ry, and enquired if they had seen any vessel lately on that,

coasl ; they said they had not, but commiserated our
condition, and gave us such fresh provision as they
bad. :

 After we had refreshed ourselves, and cheared our
spitits, we set about fixing a rudder to our cenos, which
we compleated that night. When it was bed-time, I

« Three or four days and nights passed in this man-l

f
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atked oné of the inhabitants to shew me where I should
lodge; which being conducted 1o, T went to sleep; and
' though I found it herd enough for my sore bones, I slept
-vary heartily, being the first tolerabde night’s rest 1 had
got since our being cast away. )
* Having lost good part of our powder and shot by
‘pur two desertors, when we were going lo Black River,
-11e1 the white men know our necessily, who supplied us
‘with some more ; and having staid only one night at this
‘place, in the morning we took our leave, and pursued
our voyage for Truxilo. - We left Plantain River, and
steered along shore for Cape Comerone; passed by it
and afier several days and nights being at sea with our
asual fare, we came in sight of the port of FTruxilo, but
found no vessel there, which gave me additional trouble
and soxiety. We put our canoe’s head to the castward,
in order to returs to Plantain River; but had nol rewed
above five or six wmiles, {being now obliged to fow against
the wind,) before the sky began to four, grow cloudy
and thicken a-pace to the northward, which threatened
- an approschiog storm. It being then about four or
five o'clock in the afltetnoon, I thought it high time to
provide for our safety before night, by putting the ca
noe a-shore, of into some river; but there being a very
great ses, cither was very dangerous; and to keep the
sea in a storra was still worse ; and s0 of the two evils |
chose the lesser.  Seeing the opening of a river, we en-
deavoured to get in; but the sea ran so high at the
mouth of it~ it filled our canoes and threw as ashore oo
the westside.  Witha good deal of labour we freed her,
and put her into the river. It being now night, we an-
shored in the middle of the stream, in hopes of being
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free from flies. ‘The night proving very stotmy, we
thought ourselves very happy we had got into so good
un harbour. In the merning we rowed about two milss
up the tiver ; and observing a little ridge of Jand stand-
ing above the rest, we landed there, and soon after pitch=
et our tent with our canoe’s sails} we cut down braach-
.es of the cohone irees, to lay at the bottom of it Lo sleep
wpon, and keep us from the wet ground. The wea-
ther continued very starmy, and in the night there fell
‘such a prodizions deal of rain, that it occasioned = con-
tinual rivalet to run through our fent; end we lay in
water, though it was placed on the highest ground;
‘being also very much pesiered with Muschelos, and
other stinging flies, which would not suffer us to
sleep.. :

« In the moming the rain cessed, and it grew fair
weather, though the wind continued to blow hard. We
began 1o lock about us to see what we conld meet with
for the mouth, and went on the other side of the river

_inorder 1o hunt. We saw a large guanoe on the
boagh of a tree, which one of our people endeavoured
-to take with bis hand, but it escaped into the river, and
-0 we lost a creature which would have given ns all a
good meal, We had not gone far mnto the wonds, be-
fore we saw a company of Isrge black mankeys, of
which we killed several, and then returned to our ient.
Qur pecple thought these monkeys excellent victuals,
‘#nd eat them very greedily ; though for my own parl,
I waseeveral days before I could prevail with myself b0
taste them, they looked 5o like yonng children broiled.
But it was not long before I gut over the prejudice, and
eal thew as hieartly a5 any of our men, - The fiesh of a
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monkey has something of the taste of ili-fed pork, and
are about the bigness of a full grown hare.

“ After two or three days being in the river, we
rowed up several miles, to see if we could discover the
signs of any inhabitants, or 8 more convenient place to
pitch our tent; but found the whole country flat and
morassy, and not the least sign of any people. The
weather contioued bad for eight or ten days, it oflen
rzining very hard: and being still plagued with flies,
we were obliged to quit the woods, and go to the st~ -
side, into the breeze, to get rid of them; but found we
had not changed much for the better, for the sand flies
there were almost as troublesome as the muschetos in the
woods.

* I a day or two afler we changed cur quarters, one
of our people tock a hicalee asleep upon alog of wood

- in the river, a3 it was sunning itself, on which we feast-
ed plentifully. It is an smphibious creature, and like
what is called a torloise o land turtle.  In two or three
days afler we removed to the sea-side, ] was seized with

_aviolent pain in my right thigh; it swelled extremelyy
and looked very red, insomuch that I could neither stand

- not go; what with the excessive pain of my thigh, and

_the biting and stinging of Musthetos and sand dies, I

- had no rest either night or day, my hands being always
employed in bealing off the flies from my face. Ous
powder and shot being all spent, except a little reserved .
to make a fire, we lived chiefly upon cabbage, which
grew there in greal numbers, some of the trees to Afty

- or sixty feet high, their circumference being sbout four

. o1 five feel. The cabbage is close, very white, short,
and well iasted, and I thoughi, sweeler and belter than
our English cabbage. In this river we frequently saw

YoL. Ll 2
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nembers of large alligators, and it was usval for B or 10
of them together tocome ashore upon a point of tand near
the river's mouth, in the middle of the day, to sun them-
selves, Our provisions growing short, hefore I was
lame, I endeavoured to shoot some of them for food,
but had not the goad fortune to kili any.

“ Wlhen we had been heré ten or twelve days, the
weather was grown pretty folerable, but there was still
a great tea beat upon the shore, when the seamen took
it in their heads to go to sea n the rance, in order to
get to Plantain River; and notwithstanding my lame-
ness and earnest - entreaties to the contrary, ‘I could not
prevail with them to stay a day or two till I was beiter,
in which time the sea might have fallen, and we should
then not run half the risque in going out of the river, as
at this time. I made thift to craw! to the canoe, and -
placed mysiellin the stern sheets, and with the help of
my boatswain undertook to steerher. It is commonly
observed, that the sea breaks upon the shore in three or
five seas quickly succeeding each other, and then a small
intermission, when it is most praper te putfrom the shore.
Being come lo the river’s ‘mouth, ‘as soon as the great
stas were over we rowed oat; but cur canoce being

-heavy, we werenot able to get withoul the breskersbe-
fore the great seas approached us, at which time we
were-a good distance from the shore between the break-
«ers; aad seeing our danger, I encouraged the peopleto
row briskly -over them; but the sea rese so high, and
broke soterribly, they were all alarmed and confounded;
the sea broke in apon us, amd the canoe bemg- fifled half
1u:, canted her broadside to it for want of their pailing
with their oars as they sught to havedone. 1 perceiving
eurdanger, and enother sea repdy to break in ypon us;
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with Lhe help of my boatswain § turned the ¢anoeshead
to the shore; and the very moment we had so done,.
the sea hroke over us from end to end, filled the canoe,
and forced her very swiflly lowards the shore ; the sea-
men sitting still prevented her oversetling ; one sen fol-
lowing cluse upon the back of another, quickly droves
us on shore on the west side of the river ; happy it was.
for us that the canoe’s stern was to the sea when it
reached us, or otherwise she must have been turned
bottom up; and being in the carrent, which ran sirong
out of the river, would have drove us (o sea, where we
had no chance for saving our lives, We hauled ep the
canoe, and freed her, and wilh a good deal of labour
and pains put her again inlo the river. When the sea-
men were gol - into safety, they swore the most bitter
oaths, that they would not go to ses in the cance any
more, but would travel by land (o Plantain River.

* They communicated to me their intention, and de-
sired what provisions was left might be equally shared.
_ 1 then represented to them the lame condition I was in,
and that it was :mpmclble lor me lo travel by land,
since they saw I could hardly stand ; and conjured them
not to leave me in such sad distress, where I must ine-
vitably perish, being incapable of helping myself. 1de«
sired they would stay but two or three days, in which
time my leg might possibly grow betier, or the sea
would be smoother, so that we might be able to proceed
without much danger ; and alse represented (o then: the
very great hazards and difhiculties which would stlend
their going by land, the many large rivers that were be-
tween us and Plantain Kiver, besides the fatigue of tra-
velling, and the risque they ran of the wild beasts de-
vouring them, in which thal country abounded but all
2p2
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1 said could not divert them from their present pur~
pose.

“ The pilot, who was a poor helpless old fellow, and
s boy, were the only persons left with me ; they had
divided the provisions, and left me such a share as they
thought fit, which was hardly equal to theirs, and pre-
pared for their joutney, by packing up every men his
litle bundle. T began seriously to reflect, and consider
with myself what course to take, having since our at-
tempt to go out of the river found a very sensible alier-
ation in nry feg for the belter; which 1 made no shew
of, but limped as before, in hopes my lameness would
Irave induced them nol to have left me in that helpless
condition : Lut when I saw they kept to their resolution,
and even ook the axe with them, which wasall we had
ta trust te, to keep us from starving, 1 halted after the
man whoe had the axe, and desired he would let me
have it, hut found him inflexible, 1 then endesvonred
to force it {rom him; bul he calling others to his assiste
ance, prevented my taking it.

* Tknew that about eight miles distant was the great.
river of Romain, which they must pass to go to Plan-
tain River; and considered when they saw it, if I went
with them, by my pointing out the hazard and difficuliy
to get over it, I might perhaps persuade them to return;
snd therefore tack up my bundle, and followed them.
When we came in sight of the river, I found it very
broad, and a rapid stream; (be people began immedis
ately to cut down some dry trees, in order to make a
flvat to pass over it, and the mean while I sat down on
the bank with one of them, who bad been latély sick,
and had no great relish for the journey. As we were
viewing the breadih of the river and the swifiness of Lha
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siream, I took the opporfunity to represtnt the greak
difficalty and danger which attended the passing it; and
that we should be drove out of the river's mouth, belore
it was possible for us (o reach the opposite shore; that
we bad not only that river to pass, but several more
such, befure we came to Plantain River, and many othes
difficulties to encounter, therefore I thought we had
better return to the canoe, and wait a lew days for a
favourable apportunity to pul to sea, in which we could’
not possibly run a quarter part of the risgue and dariger
we were throwing ourselves into.  "This man being fees
ble and tired with his walk, lea! an open ear 1o all B
#aid, and communicated it lo the rest of the people,
They having already tired themselves by cutting down
trees, Lhe axe being dull, and baving not yel provided a
quarter part of what was wanted for making the float,
began to listen 40 the man, and think there was some
season-in. what he said; vpon which they grew more
setious, and retired into the woods vt of my hearing,
o consult what was mpst proper to be done, and came
10 a resolulion to return te our former quarters; acvwards
ingly weall weal back. .

« I began to flatier myself, that ¥ had obtained my
purposa o go inta the cange, which [ was desirous to
sfo for twra reasonis s one was, becnnse it wonld prevent
1lve great hasard and lzbour we must expect in going
over the severa] rivers which we stust pass, besides the
fatigue of travelling about sixty milet upon the sznd, in
a very hot country, end the danger of being devoured
by tigers, alligators, or_other ravenous beasts; and the
ather reason was, if we travelled by land, | must leave
the canoe, wilh the greatest parl of my cloaths, besides
the small acms and the iron pot, which was 56 useful o

2% 3
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“at.  When we relurned fo our old guarters, we fed
chiefly upon cabbage, saving the little provisions we had
left 1o the last gtake. Here we remained three or four
days, it being tolerable fair weather; and the sea being

" much smoother, I proposed 1o put o sea; bul the seas
men refused, and swore they would not go in her any
more. | talked preity smartly to them, and told them
what they deserved; and ihat if but one man would go
with me, I would leave them. My boy and two men
‘consented o go; and we sel out accordingly about eight
o'clock in the morning,and in about three hours we reach~
ed the mouth of the river of great Romains to which
place several of the people {growing into bejter temper}
went with us, and assisted us to make our bark logs.
‘We fuand scaltered apon the banks of Lhe river several
bamboo trecs, which we got 1ogether, and cut them
into proper Jengihs, and fastened them to each otherto
make bark logs, in order lo get over lhe tiver, We

~had a fishing line, which was divided between us; my-
sclf and the boy one half, and the two men had the other
half, each bark log carrying two persons. We left the
axe with the rest of the people, who returned to the ca-
noe, and we set forward with our two bark logs; we
paddled up close by the side of the river, keeping as
much out of the cerrent as possible, intending to go a
gvod way up it before we endeavoured to cross it, that
we might be in no danger of driving out of the river's
mouth. We kepl pagddling il] half an hour past six
©o'clock at night; and secing a fine green spot, clear of
‘bushes close to the river’s side, we landed there, and
took up our abode that night ; but just as we were step-
ping ashore, several large alligators Aounced from; thence
intothe water close by us, at whikh we were very much
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dtartied. Finding this place convenient for us, we made
fast our bark logs, and then made a fire, 1o prevent the
tygersor alligators from disturbing us. Being tired, we
soon fell asleep round the fire; for the fatigye of theday
had made us forget the danger of the night. We had
provided a pistol, and & Jitlle gan-powder it a calabash,
~ which was close waxed up, lo prevent its being dama-
ged with water, with which we made a fire when we
found it necessary.

# In the morning, as soon as it was light, we mounted
our bark logs, and continued paddling up the river; but
Lhe strears was so rapid 1hat we went up but slowly, and
_ sometimes were not sble to bear up against it. We

‘endenvoured lo haul up by the branches of the trees
which hung over the river, but they being tender twigs,
- afforded but little assistance, When I came within my
depth, X waded, and pushed the bark log before me,
hut was soon out of foot-hold, end then mounted the bark-
log again, and wotked with our paddles, and yet made
but little riddance, finding it very hard to strive against
the siream. We ofien saw large alligalors leap from
among the bushes into the waler just by us; notwithe
standing which I was obliged o run the risque of being
seized by them, there being often a necessity to wade,
ot we could not force the bark log against the stream.
Al last, with great toil and danger, in six or seveu hours,
we got three or four miles up thie river, till we came the
length of an island which luid near a quarter pari overit;
byt was hard pul Lo it to get thither, the island dividing
the stream of theriver, and redoubling its force, so that
it was with great difficulty we reached it, When we
had surmounted the dificully, we rested awhile, and
then paddled about half a mile further up the side of
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the island, and believing ourselves so far up that we
might safely venlure to cross it, we pul over and hap«
pily reached the other side aboat % mile above the river’s
“mouth, then drove down the current til weecame to a
convenient place near ilx entrance, where we Janded
about three o’clock e the aflermoun. The weather

being extremely hot, and having no wind and only my ’

shirt an, and that leaving my th:ghs very often bare,
the heat of the san scorching them made me frequently

throw water on them to keep them cool, not thinking of

the contequence ;3 bit woon after we landed T found
them extremely sore, very red, and blistered i several
places, which grew wery painful. We aniwshed our
bark logs for the sske of our ling, eat a lile morsel of
bread with abaut an ounce of raw salt beef, and filled
up, with the limpid stream.  Being thus refreshed, ws
set forward, and travelled eight or ton iniles that night 3
before it grew dark we made a fire near the ser-side, in
otder to take up-our lodging, but hevisg had no water

siuce we parted from the river of Roinain, we wete -

wlmost famished, and ready to dis with thirst ; having
found some cocoa plumb trees, where we Look up our
€uarlers, we searched them very narrowly for fruit, and
found two ot three plumbs, which moistened my mowh,
and gave me greal relief.  In alitthe time afier, by dig.
ging in the sand, we found fresh water, with which we
eatishied our thirst.

“ As soon as it was day, we pursued our jourmey ;
wnd about ten o'clock in the morning, we came &

river, with a very deep and rapid stream, but not above |

a quarter so broad as that we had alecady passed. Find-
tng bamboes scattered ovér the point of the river, we
gathered them together, and began to make ous bask

Y
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logs. In about three bours we completed them, and
put over the river, which we found Jess lronble in pass-
ing than we expected, by reason half the breadth of it
on the farthest side proved to be shoal water, and not
above mid-leg deep, which we found little inconves
niency in wading through, When we were over, and
had taken our fine from the bark logs, it being about
two o'clock in the aficrnoon, we set down by the rivers
side to dinner. When we had eal as much as we could”
afford, and washed it down wilh large draughts of
water, we proceeded on our journey; but found it very
troublesome travelling on dry and loose sand, besides
the inconveniency of bad shoes, We alternpled se=
veral limes to travel through the woods, but found the
under-wood so tinck, and the gronnd morassy, there
was no passing that way, and were obliged to keep by
the sea side. We waded over several rivers, someup
to our knees, others to our middle, and others up 1o our
chin. One of the men could swim, and he used to try
first whether the rivers were fordable, which, if he
found, we forded over; and if not, we made our bark
logs, and wenl over upon them. We travelled about
eightor ten miles afler we were over Limehouse River,
{for so that river was called where we dined), and it
being near night we made a fire according to custom,
and rested tHl morning ; we then went lorward, fording
aver many rivers in our way. Aboutl noon we came Lo
a head-land that jutted imo the sea, which put a stop to
our going by the sea-side; the rocks being wvery high
and steep, and the sea beating violently against them :
we chose to go back into the woods, where we found
it less troublesome, with an intent to go thropgh the
Goumtry till we should get op the other side of ibe heads
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land; and accordingly marched up the hills for that pur«
pose, kaving with great dificulty travelled up 3od down

several, where we were obliged 1o haul ourselves up
from lree Lo tree, and shide down again on the other
side, easing curselves down the branches to prevent our
failing. Flaving wandered several hiours in this man-

ver, and being in hopes we had passed the head-land,

end withal beginning to be apprehensive we should

vol be able Lo get ovt of the woogs before night, there

being mare danger of wikl beosta, and muth more une
wholesome aleeping than at the sex-sids ; we therefore
thought it absolutely necessary ta recover it belore it
was dark ; and having descended Letween two hills into
adeep narrow valiey, we found a fine rivulet, which was

very seasorsble to quench our thirsd. T concluded tins
rivulet Jed to the sea, and Lhercfore fuilowed the siream}
but it having many turnings and windirgs, we went se-
veral miles before we come 1o it, and to our gredt morti~
fication, found curselves still on the same side, and not
far from ile place where we entered the woods. The
sun being sel, we gathered wood and made a fire,
where we continued Hll the morning, and then at=
tempied to get gver the hill, but found it impossible lo
force a way through lhe penguins, bryars, and other
pricklx plants which grew there, We retired, after
tearing our cloaths, and losing some of our flesh ; and
then took a very desperale resolation do climb over the
cragged parl of the rocks, which was very steep and
high, and exiremely dangerous to pass ; which we went
over by slepping from one hole in tbe sides of the rocks
to another, and from one crag to another, holding by the
ragged part of it with one hand, and our spare cloaths
with the other, and by the assistance of providence we
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ot all well over. We now went on chearfully, be-
lieving the worst of aur jouraey was over; und in about
an hour after, by the sea-sede, 1 found @ cocra nut’;
1soon opened it, and saw it Full of ik, which T drank
with great pleasure, and divided the nut among the
other people.  After we fiad traveiled about ten miles,
we came toanother point of rocks, but this we got over
without much dithcully.  When we had gone about six
long miles farther, it growing night, we made our fire
according to custom, and in the morning we proceeded
on our journey, fording ever many rivers; It wag
showery weather, and being but thin cleathed, 1 was
often wet to the skin, but soun dried again by the wind
and sun, About nine o'clock in the moming, we came
toa low flat point of tand, which, by the sea beating
continually upon 1, had washed away the earth from
the rants of the frees which had grown there, and were
lying scattered very thick all over the point.

+ Having got over this troublesome place, we went
in expectation every moment of coming to some habita-
‘ttons. We went on severa! miles further, bul found no
sign of inhabitants § and-having made an end of our
“little provisions the day before, we began to be quite
out of heart, and apprehunsive of starving, having no-
thing with s that could by any means provide for our
stbsistence. We came to a large lake or lagoon of
water, which had a communication with the sca, the
-stream of which I observed ran oul of the sea into the
fagoon, -One of our men forded it, and went on the
other side to see what he could dizcover; and in about
two hours, returned with the joyful news of having dis-
covered the print of a man's foot, which gave us hopes
we were not far from the inhabitants, ~With much ado

2
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we forded over the mogth of the lagoon, and continwed
on our journey till we came to another deep and rapid
-river, which there was no passing without bark logs;
we fell toour old work of gathering bamboes, and such
dry wood as we could get to make them; but they be
ing very scarce, we could not gather so many together
that night as we wanted. We made & fire upon the
point of the river, where we took up our lodging ; se-
veral showers of rain incommoded us very much, and
had almost put ouL our fire, and we grew faint and
weak for want of sastenance ; however, about nine
o'clock the next mor\ning we finished our bark logs, and
put over the river. When we landed, we dried our
cloaths, that we might travel the lighter; which had
been our custom in our whole journey, they being wet
in passing the rivers ; and we were continually pestered
with muschetos and sand fies, and more so whenever
we sat or lay down, We proceeded along the shore,
and had not gone above half a mile, before we discovered
.2 path which led inta the woods, the sight of which gave
.us all inexpressible joy; we followed it, and in about
haif a mile farther we saw a hut, and soon afler, 1o our
great comfort, a white man appeared. He asked us who
.we were, and from whefice we came ; we related to him
our isforfunes; he pitied our condition, and asked
where the caplain was, he was lold that I was the
person, and my name: he said he knew me when I
commanded a packet-boat to Jawaica, and what his
.cuttage afforded | should be very weloometa, He soom
provided us with sometbing 1o eat, which we had great
need of.  This person’s neme was Luke Haughton,
whose family censisted of two women and an Indian
boy of above filteen years of age; the boy was his
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slave, as was one of the women, who used to sleep with

him and dress his provisions, whom he kept as his wife;

the other womanawas slave 10 a white man who was

absent. A little distance from Luke Haughton'’s, there \

lived another white man, who had also two slaves, ap
Indian man and woman. I told Haughton where we
had lefl the rest of our company, and would have hired
_hlm and the olher while man to have felched them up
in their canoe, and for their trouble I promued them our
canoe, iron pot, and small nrms; but they would not
undertake so dangerous a voyage om any account ; and
these people had like to have paid dear enough for their
indiscretion, for it it had ncl been for a Jamaica sloop,
who by great accident passed by that coast; and seeing
a smoak on the shore, and knowing there were no inha«
.bitants near that, place, supposed they were people in
. distress ; it being fair weather and smooth water at
‘the same time, they sent their canoe thither and took
_them on board when they were almost starved, the pi-
Tot having had his reward for undertaking what he was
incapable of, he being starved to death, 'The stamen
_would bave shot him long before T left them, if I had

1

pbt prevenied them. My padron’s habitation was near.

.cape Camerone, which is the western part of the mus-

«cheto coast that is inhabited, Helived in the same mah-

.ner as the natives; when he wanted provisions be went
.8 hunting, snd always brought hume something to eat,
-sometimes warree or deer, and at other times corrisos,
quams or monkeys, though be would seldom kill corrisos
or quams (not thinking them worth a shot) if he conld
_either kill warree, deer or monkeys. When he returned,
we bad a1 much boiled as would serve the family, and
the rest was barbecued Lo keep it from stinking, pet pe-
¥Yol. Ul . 2k '

Hr
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ing provided with salt enough for that purpose; nor
would salt prescrve it so well. ‘The warree is shaped
like 2 hog with this difference, thty are of a less size,
their ears, lege and tail are'shorter in proportion than those
of a hog, and have what they call a naval upon its back,
which is placed about twothirds towards the tail, and
are two lumps of flesh about the bigness and shape of
their kidnies, which lie just within the skin on each
side of the back bone, between which issues out a mat-
ter which casts forth a strong scent, not much unlike
that of a fox: they keep in droves; their flesh is very
sweet and good, [ think much better than Euaropean
pork. When they find themselves hard chased, they
will turn vpon dogs or men, and often wound the dogs
with their tusks; and somelimes the men are in great
danger of being hurt by them. They are easily disco.
" vered by thes cent. It is an ordinary thing when they are
to windward of you, to smell a drove of them more than
a mile. . The piccary is much such another creature;
both these are reckoned the best food the country af-
fords. The deer are small and seldom fat. Monkies
are the same as those already described, which are ge.
nerally fat. The corriso is near ‘as big ss 8 middling
.turkey, the colour inclined to black; it has a yellow
kill, and the cock has 2 fine 1ut or plume of feathers ;
on his'head of several colours, which makes it a bean-
Giful bird ; but their Resh is not quile so good as that of
# tirkey, The quam is not so big as the corriso, but
the flesh is better tasted, and is generally fatter. I
am ivlormed these fowls lay hut two eggs before they
tet, The inhabitants always take care to bury their
bones to prevent the dogs eating them; for they say if
the dogs eat them, it will make ther run mad.  Their
>
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bread rind is sweet cassave and green plantain roast
ed, which we had mestly from old Indian plantations up

the river. ‘This shews the country has been full of in-

habitants, though there are so few now: besides the old

Indian plantations, each white man has a small planta-

tion of plantain and bannance trees; and when they
had a mind to encrease their number afier gathering the

frait, they dug up the roots, and divided each of them

into three or four parts, and planted them again; and

from each part there sprung a tree.

* On Christmas eve my padrone went out a hunting,’
in order to provide against the festival, and had the
good luck to bring home both warree and corrisos, . He
invited his neighbour to dine with us on Christmas day, '
when we had beth boiled and roast, on which we feast-
ed very plentifully; and to rega'e after dinner, instead
of punch or wine, we had pumpkin mishlaw ; which is
made thus, the pumpkins are cut in small pieces and
boiled ; the inside of whici is mashed 1o a pulp in the
liguer it is boiled in, and being served out in calabashes
when it is hot, we drank it with a good gust, and passed
the day very cheerfully. In two or throe days afier my
padrone tock it into his head to visit the white men at
Plantain River, he, leaving about three days’ provision
for the family, said he wonld return again by the time
it was expended, in order to provide us more. Having
made an end of vur previsions the third day, and no pa-
drang appearing the next morning, I tock a gunand our
fishing-tackle, and the Indian boy with me: we went
up the river with our canoe to the plantation, designing
to-kill a carriso or guam, which were often there de-.
vouring the fruit ; and if that failed, we intended to fish
in the river. As soon as I landed, I heard the cherup-

282
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ping of a corriso, which T endeavoured to shoot ; bit il
flultering from- tree to tree, I could not get within reach '
of it; and in the pursuif, lost the bird and my way both.
When I left the chace, ] endeavoured 1o find the canocs
but instead of going towards it, wandered farther into
the woods, and found mysell merooned, for 50 they call’
- those people that have lost themselves ina wood. I
walked, endeawunng to find my way, and hallow’d sé-_
veral times, in hopes of being answered by the Ind:an,'
which miglit have dirécted me; but hearing fo answer,
~bncluded T had got a good way into the woods, and
seing entirely 4t & loss which way to go to recover the
canoe, I began in eamest to consider of the properest
means lo find it, and determined to mount the first tree’
Icould climb. Having found one it for my purpose, Igat’
&p it, and from thence saw the river; ind being acquaint-
ed with the manner of its course, I judged whereabout
the plantation was; having finished my views, the sun
keeping ina certain position, I bent my course towards
that part of the river where I judged the canog was,
And in passing through the woods, 1 came to a large
cotlon tree, which could net be less than twenty fve
foot in circamference ; having passed it, going forward,
I found the under-wood ‘so close that I conld not force
my way through for a long time,*and was at last obli-.
ged to crmep through the thicket, which gave me
much trouble, besides the loss of my clothes, which was
mortification enough, in a country where I could” not
get more; but my chief concern being now for my life,
that did not much affect me, When I was through 1!
¥ found the woods more open, and continied my course
till I came to a place where ihe water had been newly
dried up, and left an oosy clay behind it, of such a
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hardness, fit to take any impression, and saw there the -
fresh print of the fooling of a large beast, which I took
to bea tiger’s. Tihis sight startled me, and I immediately
examined my gun, to see if I was in a condition to shoot
if I met it; and soon perceived the priming was lost out
of the pan, and having no more powder with me, I
would have avoided going that way ; but saw the nnder-
wood 50 close every where else, that there was no get-
ting throngh it; and considering I might as well meet
the tiger in the thicket as any where, I kept my course,
Having gone about half a mile farther, I saw the opening '
of the woods; and soon after, to my great satisfaction, L
came to the plantation, and found the canoe, and resol-
ved with myself, notto run into the same- danger any
more, but went (o.fishing, and by night had caught nine
amall fishes, three of which would make a middling her- -
ring ; we returned to our habitation and had them dress-
ed ; I took three of them for my own share; and left tlie
sest for the family. Iam ready te think most people will
belteve T did not want sauce te them, haring eat nothing
all the day. The next day we went a fishing again,.
having the day before had enough of hunting ; we canght
abouat fourteen or sixleen small fishes, which made a
good meal for the family ; we eat them boiled, and the
sauce to them was the water they were boiled in; our
bread was either roasted plantains or cassave rools, and-
ligtle enough of them.

“ Within about a mile and half from us, there lived
two or three families of Indians; one of them coming
to our habitation, enquired afler my padrone, and when:
we expecled him to return ; and withal, asked me what
we did {or provisions: Ilold him we fared hard'eaough.
He said, if they had known we had been in want of“

2% 3
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food, that lﬂéy would have sapplied us and desired me
to lend him a gun, which I did; he went over ihe
l'lver, and in about an hour retumed with a farge fawn,
which was soon dressed, had a side of it boiled, and in
fnur bellies. The Indians were so kind as to bring 03
something or other to eat every day, so that we did not
‘want for food any more. In about ten days my padrore
ntumed !rom Plantain River, whom I was very glad to
see. Heexcused htmselffor ataymg 0 Iorrg,teilmgme the
people of 'Planla.m River would not Tet him cofoe away
aoonef. 1 recounled {o him my adventure in (he
woods, which he only laghed at. The next day he
went a hunting, end furnished us with more prowsmns
T his leisure hours, he used to enterlain me with stories
of his travels, and lﬁe hardshtps he bhad wet with, in
bemg several limes made s prisoner by the Spanlards, in
both Mexico and Peru: he had been prisoner a long
lime at Si. Juan ¢'Uloa, which is alarge and strong fort, .
with more than 120 pieces ¢ of brasscannon. It is built
“upon an idand which makes the fort of ‘Levera Cruz,
‘where there is a Jarge fair town ; it is situated at the bot-
‘tom of the bay of Mexico, and is lhe barcudare for 1hat
hngdom The city of Mexico is erghly leagues from
thence, within the land ; which city I have been eredi-
bly informed by a qparmh merchant who Jived there,
thal it is one third part as blg as’ London, and that thera
are six thousand coaches in it, M}- ‘padrone had also
“been prisoner at the Havannab, "on the istand of’ Cuba,
Land often told me how both that place and Levera Cruz
mlght besurprized by the English ; and recouiléd lo me
Low 8 pumber of bucaniers surpnzed {ook, and plun-
dered the latter, The bucaciers having mustered 3l
their strength, resolved upon sackmg that lown, and

ol
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being arrived within sixteen or eighléenmiles of it, they -
anchored with their ships, and Janded their men undis-
covered ; lhey marched that night about ten or twelve
files, and in the morning retired between the high sand-
hills which lie all along that coast.  The'men lay hid
all the day, and marched again in the night, in or-
der to surprize the town in the mofning, al the épen-
. ing of the gaies, which they effecled thus: The buca-
niers Were about 600 men; when they came near
the town they halted, and sent a small party that could
speak Spanish, habited like the country people, in order
loseize on oneof the gates, as soon as they were opened,
which was executed thus: At the opening of the gates,
" ‘one of the party mounted a ladder, which led up to the
basiion, or tower that commanded the gate, and, nnder
‘pretence (6. beg fire of the cenlinel to light his pipe,
with his pistol be killed him, which was the signal for
seizing the gate; il being immediately put in execu-
tion, they gave notice to their main body, who instanlly
‘marched injo Lhe lown, and at the same lime atlacked
and took another small work, both which they guarded,
wnd then marched inlo the parade. Most of the Spa-
‘niards being in bed, could net presently get together,
bm soon took the alarm, and formed a bedy of horse and
foot ; they marched in good order throlgh one of ‘their
;broad streets, to allack the enemy in form ; the buca-
'niers being dtawn up upon the parade, and seeing the
‘Spaniards marching lowards them, prepared lo receive
them ; and part of them drew up at the end of the
steeet in which (he Spaniards were marching, and when
they came near encugh lo engage, they fired upon them ;
the bucaniers having disposed themselves in such order,
that as soon ay their first ravk had fired, they marched
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beyond the street, and the second took place, and so the
third ;. so that they kept a continual fire upon the Spas
niards, and having killed many of them, and l'..hEIl' hor-
ses nat being able to stand the fire, they Wwere soon pnt
inta disorder, and fled; the bucaniers pursued them,
but the Spaniards flying out of one of the gates into
the country, they left the chase ; the castie of St. Juan
taking the alarm, ﬁred briskly into the town, in ore
der to beat out the enemy, but they being resolved
te plunder itbefore they lef it, called a consultation, to
consider what was proper to be doe, and resolved to
seize on the fathers which had most authority and re-
specl amang them 5 and having beheaded some of them,
obliged others to carry them in a litile boat to the castle,
- and present them lo the governor, and tell him, if he
did not leave off firing immediately, they would use all
the fathers in the town in the same manner. The go-
vernor being exasperated at so inbuman and barbarous
an action, redoubled the fire, which the bucaniers find-
ing, they shut all the gates of the town, and would not
suffer any more of the inhabitants loleave it, but drove
thew all in a body (o that part of the lown, which lay
next the fort, and most exposed (o the fire from thence ;
so that if they would not forbear firing they should kill
their own men, When the governor saw it, he was
moved with compassion for the inhabitants, and ceased
firing. The bucaniers plundered the town, and when
they had so done, marched out, carrying away wilh
them some of the chief of the inhabitants as hostages
for a sum of money, which they demanded for not burn-
ing it ; and so retired lo their ships with very linle
loss,
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"¢ 'The Spaniards have since that time bailt watchs’
towers, and keep centinels all along that coast, in order’
.to prevent the like surprize. '

“ When my padrone had finished this story, he
told me that one of his acquaintance had been
taken prisoner by the Spaniards,” either in-cutting
wood, or in some expedition agsinst them, which’
1do not remember; but he having been kepta pfi-
soner a' loig fime, was at last put on board one of
their galleons to be sent to Old Spain, of which
ke had terrible appréhensions; in being kept close prie’
sotier there; and as the ship pasted by the island of Co-
ziimel, which i§ desart, and near the coast of Hondu-
ghs, the ship ‘was 18 the windward of ity and it being
very fine weather, he took this opportunity jast af the
dusk of the évening, and dipt oul of one of the poris’
end swans for the shore, though théy were near three’
leagues from 1. He got safe to the island ; bot when
he found himse!f there, he was in a bad condition; for
bis fire-works which hehad fastened with his frock to the

--h‘ape of his neck, were either lost or rendered useless;
s that he conid get no fire. At his first landing, he
lived upon cockles and other shell-fish, tifl seeing great
tembers of farge snakes, which they call oulers, that
are nof venomous, he killed several of them;-and hav.
ing flead them, he split them in pieces, dipped them in
salt water, and dried them upon the rocks in the sun,
and found this food much more agreeable to hint than
his shell-fish, there being no fresh water on the lsland
but what ledged in the holes of the rocks when it rained,
always finding enough to satisfy his thirst,  Inthis man-
ner he lived without fire {or near six months, till a sloop

-
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happened io touch there to cut some fire wood, whe
"took him en board, and was found very hearty and in
. good plight. . These and some other the like stories,
my padrone used 1o entertain me with, and hearing
him describe all the islands and coasts in the bay of
Honduras, and those about us, where he had often tra.
velled to and fro for mavy years, and I knowing the
draughts of those parts where ! had been 10 be very
false, which was the cause of the loss of our vessel,
for though "our pilot was ignorant, i I bad had a good
draught of the coast, I could have preserved the
“stoop.

* These considerationspul me upon drawing a draught
of those coasts, which will be very useful to masters of
ships that way, by accident, be drove into those seas,
or trade thither, and are unacquainted therewith. Hav-
ing advised with my padrone about it, he encournged
and said, he would give me an exacl account of that
part which [ had not seen, and supplyed me with paper
for that purpose. In order to draw the said draught,
I made 2 wooden pair of ¢ompasses, and a'scale, my
- ink was made with gun-powder, and my pens with the
feathers of wild fow]; with these ulensils [ drew the
draught of the bay of Honduras, describing all the islands
therein, and the coast of the muschelvs, which; with
some alteration I have made since, and iz a pretty good
one, :

“In a day oriwo after I had finished my dranght,
our neighbouring Indians came f(o-pay us 2 vi-
sil, and Invited my padrone and myself to an enler-
tainment, which was to be (he next day al their habis
tations. :
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“ When we came there we found the fathers of
the families lying in their hamocks, talking to each
olher: the younger men sitling on mats, and the wo-
men attending therm ; there being two or three fami-
Les residing logether, who made & small sociely, they
being ‘now sliogether, made about sixteen or eigh-
teen in number; sonte were esling and others drinking ;
they welcomed us, and entertained us with broiled mul-
let; they generally broil their fish and boil their flesh ;
some of their favousite wives were sitlirig by them, and
others handing about mishlaw, which is a drink they
make with ripe plantains, in the following manners
They take of them a certain number sufficient to make
‘the quantity of hquor they design, and squeezing them
into small pieces, putthem into a vessel with as much
waler as is proper for fermenting it ; and afier it has re-
mained in the vessel two days, it is fit.to drink. The
women thal are appointed to serve the liquor about, dips
the calabash into the vessel, and takes it out almost full,”
and wilb their .bands squeeze the plantains and water
logether, till it is come 1o a palp, the iquor running
between their fingers, takiug-ou! the strings, and mix-
ing it well together, till it is of such a thinness it to
drink, and then handed it to the people sitting round,
which they all drank off, first (o the fathers of the fami-
lies, then to the younger men, ‘and so to the favourile
wives, and (hen 1o the children. They often sat al these
drinking bnuts 2 day and a night, if the fiquor lasted
so long, and drink it till they were intoxicated; itis
unpleasant to the 1aste.  They have another drink that
they sometimes make, whichthey call cassave mishiaw ;
they first Loil the sweel cassave, and then cause it to be
chewed by their young women that bave the cleanest -
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méuths; and putling it into a vessel with water, they
let it stand two or three days, in which time it ferments,
-and then drink it in the same manner as the plantain
mishlaw. The Indians invited me to taste of their
~mishlaw ; and my padrone assuring me it was made of
plantains without any mixiure of cassave, 1 was pre-
. vailed upon to drink a calabash of it, whichI was the
rather induced to, that the Indians might not be out of
humour for my refusing their civility ; though, I must
confess, | bad no great liking to it, seeing how the wo-
men.mwataged it,  When I had almoest emptied my c3-
lahash, I fund in it some strings of the cassave rool;
upon which I told my padrone that I believed he had de-
ceived me, and that there was cassave mishlaw mixed
with the plantaiv. He laughed, and so did the Indiuns ;
and then I perceived it wae plantain and cassave mish-
law mixed together, which made me not very fond of it,
and I refused to drink any more. My padrone drank
very plentifully of it, though he knew their manuer of
making it. We staid with them ebout three hours, and
‘then look our leave; and in returning home and talking
-with my padrone about the manner that we might make
it, and drink it, he said, that it would not ferment except
it was chewed : however, I prevailed with him to try,
-and having boiled some cassave roots, and bruised them
‘ina mortar, I put them ioto a jar with a sufficient quans
tity of water, und let it stand three or four days, but it
" would notferment, which made me think that the sali-
wial juices, which mixed with the rools while the Indi-
-ans were chewing if, was the cause of the fermentation,
:My padrone bad a great numuer of pumpkins which
grew about his house, and his Indian women used to
-make pumpkin mishlaw almost every day about faws of
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e clock in the afiernoon, which served us instead of
(ca, and is made in the manner before described: The
Indians observe the text in scripture, they take nocare
for to-morrow ; but when their provisions are all expen-
ded, and ey are so hungry thal they canfast no longer,
they concert matlers over night which way they shall
hunt the next day, and rise about two or three o'clock
in the morning, get into their canves -without. gaying a
word to each ciher, and paddle so far up the river as
they think proper, end are generally in the woods be.
fere break of day, that as soon as the day-hight appears
they may have the belter opportunily of securing their
game. When they find a drove of warree or piccaricy
they throw themselves into a circle and surround them,
having dogs with them , and being armed with guns
and lances, which way scever the game furns some of
the Indians meet them, and ofien kill @ great part of the
drove: | saw them bring home len at one titme, of which
they gave us two. ~ When any of their famuly are sick,
- they kill guences to make them broth, which they reckon
v@y wholesome, and proper for sick pecple, If (hey
are tired with eating flesh they go a fishing, and so from
time to lime hunt or fish as they like best, the whole
=uciely take pact of what they bring home, The wo-
men go somelimes into their plantations, and bring with
them soch fruit as it affords, or is wanted (o dress theie
provisicns: They ako make matts, The men are ge-
nerslly a tall, wellshaped raw-boned strong people,
nimble and active, long hlack strait huir, are very inge-
nious, and friendly to the English, and very dextrous
at throwing the lace, fisgig or harpoan, or any mannoe
of dart, and shoot exceeding well with a bow and ar-
VoL, I1l. 2e -
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row, 83 well a3 with small arms, the last of which they
buy of the English. They go off fo. sea at a certain
" time of year with s littie fleet of canoss to the muschelo
reefs, which is about 1welve or fifieen leagues from the
const, 1o lake lurile for the sake of the shell ; which they
send to_Jamaica, to sell or dispose of to the traders that
come upon that coast, for guns, powderand shot, hatchets,
axes and iron pots. Some ofitheir boys make it their
business to catch parrots and monkeys, with which they
purchase beads, knives, or such other trifies. Some few
of them have separated from the main body, as those at
cape Camerone, our neighbours, and’gave this reason
for it; They said, that some people who were not of the
ancient inhabitants, but new upstarts were gol into the
l1:;<.n.ve:n'|-.-nent, and behaved themselves with sn much
pride and insolence that they could not bear it, and there-
fore had separaled from {he main body. They related
the matter thus: A ship with negroes by accident was
_east away on the coast, and those who escaped drgwn-
ing mixed among the native muschelo people, who in-
termarried with them, and begot a race of mulatmes,
which were the people that sociely could not brook
should bear any kind of command amongst them, Cap-
tain Hobby, who had his cow killed by our people, was
of that race, his mother being a negroe.  Ali the differs
ence | ohserved between them was, the native Indians
_ had long black bhair, and the mulaito race had Ytrong
bushy curled hair, a little changed in their ckin; the
copper and black mixing made some #lteration. 1 could
not learn their manner of worship, or that they had any
particular days set a-part for that purpose, When I had
heen at my padrone’s between iwo and three months,

L4
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snd' heartily tired with this manner of life, one morning,
ahout (wo o’clack,” I beard a sudden noise of the firing
of a gun al sea; and imagining it to be from our con-
sort stoop, which I supposed was returning again to Ja«
maica, and believing tiie captain bad heard of our mis-
fortune, he had made it his business to call here; and
ds Plantain River was the most convenient place for
anchoring, 1 imagined- he had fired a gun to give us
notice of his passing by fur that place.”” Upan hearing
this, 1 immediately gotup, telling my padrone mythoughts,
and my intention to go to Plantain River: He endea’
voured 1o persuade me (o stay till day-light, to see if
sny vessel was in sight or not; and told me probably it
might be some old tree that was fallen down, which made
that noise we heard, I said that I imagined it lo beths
Captain Gill, and was resvlved to go for Plaintain River,
where I hoped to find him. Having made my best com-
pliments to my padrone far all his favours, I took my
leave, and set oul about break of day, in hopes as it
grew lighter.to have seen the doop I expected ; bot no
vedse! appearing in sight, I walked Briskly along the
shore till I arrived al the Indian plantation, cur neigh-
bouts, which ‘was directly in my way. There being
beyond them a very broad river which I must pass, I
desired of the Indians to let one of theiryoung wen put
me over; which was immediatcly granted, and bne of
their women gave me a roasted plantain, which was ull
the provision [ had for my journey. Guing down the
branch which led to the main river, finding it tresh wa-
ter, I eat my plantain while 1 had drink, being app’ré-
hensive [ should not meed wilh any more uatil my arri-
val at Plantain River. When I landed on the other
side I pursued my journey, and was in hopes, as I round-
2r2 -
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ed the cape, to have discovered the sloap; but {o my
great mortification 1 saw no vessel, 1 began to think
the noise I had heard was occasioned by the fall of an
cld tree, as my padrone had suggested ; but considering
Piantain River was a more likely place for vessels io
. ¢come to than the cape, 1 chose 1o procecd, and travelled
briskly on. The weather was extremely hot, which made
. me very thirsty ; but not being able (o find any fresh
water, | made “what haste b could in order to reach
Plantaio River before night; and about four o'clock 1
saw the huts there. By the time 1 got thither I was
very faimt, and almost ready 1o die with thirsl, beisg
extremely fatigued, as any one will readily believe, hav-
ing traveiled 1wenly miles upon the sand in Lhe scarch-
ing sun wilhout a drop of water. . The inhabitants gave
me such refreshments es (heir huts afforded, though not
sufficient to allay my appetite,- When I had rested, and
was a litte refreshed, I prevailed with one of ihe people
10 pat me over the river, where most of the white people
bad their habitations, I (old them my reasons for my
coming thither ; they said I shoald be welcome to such
as they had, till I could get an opportunity of embarkisg
for Jamaica. These people informed me, that several
of the white menand Indians were goae Lo Sandy-Bay,
. which is beyond Cape Grace de Dics, where the chisfa
and greatest body of the Muscheto Indians have their
habilations, in urder to concert measures 1o enler upon
#n expedition against Lhe wild Indians : for so 1bey call
those which do not live under the Spauish government,
bui bave flesl fram their eruelty, and taken up their sbode
in some obscure place in the woods, The manner of
these expeditions are thus: When they have concluded
what number of men is proper for their design, they fur-
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nish themselves with a sufficient number of canoes, do-
ries and pit-pans, which last is like a wott cooler : They
are made long and narrow, wili carry two men, and
draw nol more than:four inches water, which they make
" use of to go over the shoal places in the rivers; and be-
ing provided with arms, ammuoition, provisions and
necessaries for such an expedition, they set forward ;
but first enquire of their sookeys, which are commonrly
Jnterpreted priests, what success they are like 1o meet
wilk, and will not stir until their sookeys assure them of
u prosperous voysge, They seldom underiake an ex~
pedition of this kind, without some. information from
ane of their Indian slaves, in whose fidelity they are sa-.
tisfied, and know where the wild Indian settlements are;
he undertakes to be their guide, and conduct them to
the place, to which ihey go somelimes ffty or sixty
leagues by sea, before they arrive al the river’s movih
which leads up near the settlement they intend to atiack.
They go into the river with the smallest canoes, leaving
the rest at the meuth of it ; and oftentimes go up it forty
or fifty miles; and when they draw near the Indian eet-
tlements, they paddle up the river very sofily, and hide
themselves under the bushes till night, (o avoid being
discovered. 'When they arrive at a proper place, their
guide conducts them to the town, which lhey surronnd,
and seize all the inhabitants, whe are-all made slaves;
_but it sometimes happens, that the guide misses his way
in the night, and they are descried by the inhabilants,
who take the alarm, While some are defending them-
selves, others make their escape into the weods, so that
fow are made prisoners, except women and children,
who are generally sent to Jamaica,. and sold for slaves,
K have seen many of those poor wreiches sold there;
: 2r3
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which have bad so pitiful a ook it would soften the mont
obdurate heart. My padrone’s wife was one of those
people, and some uther white men kept these women as
their wives, which live tolerably well.

* When the Muscheto peeple are out on one of these
expeditions, if they do not retarn by the time they are
~expected, their relations and friends grow uneasy, end~
often comsuit their sockeys to know where they are,
what success they have had, und when they will return,
Ail which questions they pretend to answer, vpon con-
selting some dxemon or spitit which they are supposed
to converse with: but they return answers in such due
bious terms, that will edmit of any construction, so that
" they are always in the right.  When their sookeys are
spplied 1o in o preper manner, that is, with making
them a good present, they retire to e [ttle hut ina re-
mote part of the woods, which is sacred, and where no
one mayt presume (o go but themselves: When they go
vpon these enquiries, they sormetimes remain aboul shree
or four bours before they return, and are commonly in a
viclent sweat when they come out of these huts, and
communicate to the people what they think most proper
to the present purpose. These snokeys have gained
great credit among the people; by their pretending to
foretet futore events : there are numbers of these sort of
people, as well among the negroes e the Indians, and
are more properly conjurers than priests, who have the
advantage of living free from care, being sopplied with
necessaries by the publie. We may observe nearer
hand, in Popish countries, great numbers of men, not
much unitke the Indian sookeys, or 1he negro fitish man,
who by their art and cunning, have got so much the bet-
ter of their fellow-creatures, that a good patt of the
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world are their slaves. I was credibly informed that a
white man {rom famaica, having lived some years
amongst those people, and being a subtle cunning lellow,
snd observing the sookeys were well provided lor, set
up {he trade with as good success as any amang them.
Bul togo on: When the Indians retumn froman expes
dition, if they have had swccess, every man has such a
share, sccerding f0 what part he furnished at their sel-
ting out. Jf any of them are kilied in the enterprize,
he who had the chief direction of that affair must make
salisfaction to the deceased relations, by making them
. presénts, in order to pacify them for such loss, and be-
eome & continual reni-charge to them. I enquired into
the nature of their governmedd, snd what number of
fighting men they could raise ; and found, by the best
informatiun, that they were a kind of monarchy, ba-
ving a chief which they call king 5 though there are se-
veral other chiefs thal have greal power and suthority
smong them ; but no man was compelled to go upon
any service, and they sre not above eight hundred Aght-
ing men. They are of the race of people which the
Spaniards found when they conquered dhat cpuntry ; and
(hough they have been obliged to leave the more cham-
Ppaign country for a low worassy one, they have always
_ mmintained their lberly, netwithstanding the Spaniards
have made several attempls o destroy them, but ss
ofien failed in their designs by the courage and bravery
of those people, whe. have gaHantly defended them-
selves, end killed gremt numbers of Spaniards, when
- they have invaded them; and now live in the greatest
enmity with them, and kiil them wherever they meet
with them, which Ihey call hiding them, I am credi- -
¥ly informed, that about two years since the Muscheto
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people had notice, that the Spaniards had formed 2 de-
sign against them and were preparing to invade them ;
which they were 'no sooner assured of; but they, like a
_brave and gallant people, sent out s fect of canoes,
armed with some hundreds of their best men, in crder
to intercept them; and proceedéd with their fleet to-
wards that part of the coast where the Spaniards were’
prepering for their expedition, which was near the river
of Looe ; but not meeting them as they expecied,
judged they were not ready, and therefore put into s ri-
ver in order to intercept them as they passed by, and
contrived the matter thus: They sent a nimble cance
sut of the river asa scout, withorders, as sopn as they
should discover the enemy, to paddle off the shore, in
order to draw ‘them from thence, that they might have
nooppertunity of escaping, having other people on the
look-out dshore ; and afler waiting several weeks, they
discovered the Spanish fleet of cances, who chased their
scout ; which observing the foregoing directions, pad-
dled off the shore, and the enemy alter her : whenthey
saw their plot succeed according to their wishes, they
took their opportunity, and put zlf out of the river, and
put the Spaniards off from the shore as they designed,
and attacked them so furiously, that !hey WEre SOon
conquered, and killed them every man except one ne-
gio, who spuke English, that pretended he had been
made & prisoner by them, and forced on that expedition,

to whom they gave quaster ; but soot afer they went-

ashore, he made his escape to the Spanlsh scttlements,
and gave them an scconnl of whatl was become of their
friends,

“The :shabuanls of Jammca had & project of invis

tieg the Muschelo people to live there, and. assigning,

4
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them ceriain Jands as their own possessions, and they
should have and enjoy all the liberties of Englishmen;
but whether thal project was brought to perfection, or.
thal the pecple of the Muschetos did not like to yuit
their own country, I am umacquainied; bul certain it
is, they are still there. About four of five years since,
the government of Jamaica made a law, for inviting se~
yerei hundreds of them to that island, in order to take
ar destroy the run-away negroes, which did much mis-
chief to the out-plantations, and accordingly sloops were
sent to invile them : and there went to Jamaica about,
two hundred, which were formed inlo compunies, under
officers of their own nation, and were paid forty shillings
per wonth, and every man shoes. They staid at that
island several months, and perfurmed the service they
were employed in very well, and were sent home agein
well pleased. [ being then 3t Jamaica, we had the
sjory from them a3 follows: When they were out in
sesrch of the wwp-away negroes, and having some white
men for their guides who knew the country, ong of them
aeeing 3 wild hog, shot it 5 st which the Muscheto Ina
dians were much displeased, telling them, that was not
the way (o surprize the negroes, for if there were any
within hearing of that gun, they would immediataiy fly,
and they should not be able to lake any of them ; and
told them, if they wanted any provisions, they would
kill some with their lances, or bows and arrows, which
made no noise. They are excellent hunters and fishers,
and nd people so expert and dexterous at striking fish as
they are; so that they look upon it as the greatest il
luck, if they miss a fish when they bave afair stroke at
_it: and when apy one has ohserved aother {0 miss his
aim, te will tell him, by way of derisjon, * brother, your
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hand is crooked, some body has lain with your wife."—
Few of the Jamaica sloops ga to sea without ove of these
Muscheto men, whoth they give good wages to, andare
treated in the friendliest manner by the commanders,
being always their companions, and called brother. The

governor has a particlar article in his instructions, from

the King of Great Britain, to show kindness, and aford
them bhis protection.

** As often as a new governor arrives at Jamaica, the
king, or some of their chiefs, go up to compliment him
‘on his accession to his government,- who are kindly
Ireated by the governor, and sent away with presents.
The chief of their fruits which are the most useful, are
plantains and bannanoces : they have pine-apples in
plenty, Indian corn, potaloes, yams, and other roots ;
and have also sugarcanes, which they plant; Alfalong
© 1he coast are severalkind of ravenous beasts, ns tygers,
keoperds, tyger-cats, avakes, and bsboons, The tygers
or leopards were so bold at Plantain River, that they
frequently seized the poultty among the habitations, and
were {wice among the houses whilst I was there, The
baboons at (‘ape Camerone sometimes made s0 much
moisg in the night, that we could notsleep. All the ri-
. versswarm with allegaiors, and there are plenty of goa
noes,  The shape of the allegator is 20 well known, that
I need not describe it. A guanoe is sometbing like n
lizard ; 1 have often killed them of five foot long, which

we teckon pretty good eating, but their eggs exceed alb-

others in taste, and eat like marrow, There is also the
mountain cow, which I have heard described much as
Captain Dampier does: I have seen a print of the feet,
which I was 1old was thé mountain cow’s ; and once at
the Grout, by Portobello, I eat partof one, which both

I

LY
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looked and tasted like beef. Captain Dampier describes
it thus : This beast is as big as a bullock of three years
.old : itis shaped fike a cow in the body, but her head
much bigger ; her nose is short, and the head more
compact and round ; she has no hopns; her eyes afe
round, full, and of a prodigious size; she bas great lips,
but not so thick as the cow'sifips, Her eyesare In pro-
portion to the head, rather broader than those of the
-common cow. Her neck is thick and shori; her Jegs also
shorter than ordinary ; she has a preity long tail, thin of
hair, and no bob at Lthe end; she has coarse thin hair all
over her body. Her hide is near iwo inches thick ; her
flesh is red, the grain of it very fine, the fat s white;
and all together, it is sweet, wholesome meat.  One of
them will weigh five or six hundred weight.  This crea-
ture is always foand in the woods, near some fargeriver,
and feeds ‘on a sort of long thin gruss or moss, which
grows plentifully on the banks of the rivers, but never
feeds on savannahs or pastures of good grass, as al] other
buliocks do; when her belly is full, she lies down to
sleep by the brink of the river, and at the least noise slips.
.into the water, where sinking downto the boltom, though
very deep, she walks as on dry ground. She cannot
run fast, therefore never rambles far from the river, for
there she always takes sanctuary in case of danger ; there
is no shooting her but when she js asleep. Manalee
and turtle are also fonnd on this coast. When I had been
at Plantain River about ten days, we saw a sloop stand
in for the shore, which came Lo an anchor off the river’s
mouth ; she hoisted Englich colours, and sent their cance
for the shore, but was overset in the breakers, and all
the people put a8 swimming for Lheir Lives; however,
they cameall well on shore, We gathered up the oars, and
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hauled up (he canoe ; 2nd T soon learned from the people

that their stoop was laden with log-wood, came (rom the
bay of Hondums, and was bound to Jamaica; bul that

they had been looking for that island so long, till all their

provisions were spent, and could wot find it; and in * -
standing to the soulhward they saw the land, and made
it to be Plaintain River, which some of them had beeh
at before, and were come hither in hopes of being sup-
plicd with provisions. I was exceeding glad to hear
they were bound for Jamaica, having now great hopes.
of gelting thither again; for though I fared tolerably
well for provisions, I had little pleasnre in my company,
‘who were a rude unpolished crew, and I was heartily
tired with thie Indian manner of living. A white man,
that sometimes used lo reside at this place, was part
owner of the sloop, but was then gone to Sandy Bay, in
order to go on an expedition against the wild Indians
before-mentioned ; and the person who had the care of
his affairs, having some provisions of his, concluded to
put on board the sloop a barrel of beef and one of flour,
and send them forward for Jamaica. 1 was very willing
1o make use of this np’portunit'y of a passage; bul con-
sidering the mastcr of the sloop was incapable of navi-
gating her, I consulied with the person who supplied
the provisions, in relation to the conducting e vessel :
observing te him, that they in the sloep had lost them-
selves, and by great accident were cowe thither, or must
all have perished by the ignorance of the master ; and
tokd him, if the masier of (he shoop would leave the di-
rection to me, I would venture to go in her, bat 1 net, I
‘had rather wait Lill another opporiunity, for I was-appre-
hensive of being put inlo the same condition 1hey had o
Iately been in, He thought this a very rearonable re-
quest, it being fos the safety of the vessel, as well as my-

..
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self, and therenpon sent an order to the master to leave
the navigating the ship to me. _

 Matters being thus concerled, the provisions, water,
and waod were put inlo the canoe, and 1 went on board
withthem. The master, made some scruple o obey the
order, (so loath peaple are to part with pawer, though
they are hever so incapable of goveraning.) T told him
he need not be under any concern, for I had no intentin
of depriving him of his command: but what I did, was
for my awn preservalion, as well as their's; since, by
experience, they had so lately been in such danger lue
want of knowledyge : at which the master scemed con-
tent, and I tock the direction of the vessel upon me.
We weighed anclor, and set sail (or Jamaica.  But be-
fore we lefi Plantain River, we had provided some ozin-
brigs and_a sufficient quantity of silk grass which grows
in {hat country, which we made twine of 1 and when it
proved little winds or calm, we lowvred the sails and
mended them, they being old, and torn in several pla-
ces, which was our constant custom, as ofien as we had
apportunity, being so fortunate to have fair weather,

« In about ften or twelve days, we made tie Grard
Caymanos, so called from the great number of crocadiles
found there, when first discovered by the Spaniards,
cayman being a spanish word for crocadile.  'When we
saw the island, the master, and a pretended pilot, said it
was not that island, but the South Keys.  He said, that

“he had lived upon the Grand Caymanos, ond had seen it
often, and knew the make of the island very well ; and
thal which we saw was not it bul the Seuth Keys, and
wauld liave shaped their course accordingly for Jamaica,
I now found the precawion [ had taken at my going on
board the sloop to be of great service, finding Lhe peo-

YOL. I, 2G
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ple so very ignorant, and if I had not been with them,
they never would have reached Jamaica. Iknew Lhe
island by my latilede and distance, though I had never
before seen it, and shaped my course accordingly thither,
‘The wind being then northerly, in fwo days afler wé
saw that istand, which none of the sloop’s crew knew,
nor would any of them believe it to be Jamsica till we
came close into the land, and then they were convinced,
and acknowledged their ignorance. I took no more
upon me as to 1he direction of the vessel, but left it to
the master, and in three or four days more we arrived in
Port-Royal harbour, and so erded a most tronblesome,
fatiguivg and painful voyage. On my srrival Bt Jamai-
ca, my friends and acquaintance rejoiced to see me,
having heard that | was drowned. The owner of the
sloop at Jamaica offered me the command of her; but I
excased myself, chusing-to wait for s better command.”
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Capiain Todd, dearing the Flap f Fice- ddmival Lord Xeith ;

- Wisich ool Fire off dwe Harbour of Leghorn, oo the 17k of Mereh, 800
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The destination-of the Queen Charlvtte—The Fire dlscovered,
within sizht of Leghorn--Boats deterred from approaching the

- Ship~-The tower-deck. ports opened-The cocks turned, and-
water thrown in st the ports—Heroic conduct of Captain Todd
and bis Firet Licuteaant.

TH £ Queen Charlotie was, perhaps, one of the finest
ships in the British navy. She was lannched Jjn 1790,
and her first cruize was with the Reet fitted -out against
8pmin, in consequence of (he dispute respecting Nootka
Suund. Lord Howe, who was commander in chief of
that feet, way then ov board of her; and she glso bore
his lordship’s flag on the first of June.  After which she
was sent to the Mediterranesn, and was the flag-ship of
the commander in chief on that siation. In March,
1800, sbe was dispeiched by that nobleman fo recon-
noitre theland of Cabrers, sbout thirly leagues from
Leghorn, then in the possession of the French, and
which it was his lordship’s.intention to attack. On the
Jmorning of the 171h the ship was discovered to be on
fire, at the distance of three or four leagues from Leg-
horn.  Every awistance was prompily fvrwarded from
the shore, but a number of boats, it appears, were de-
262
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terred from approaching the wreck, in consequence of
the firing of the guns, which were shelited, and which,
when heated by the fire, discharged their contents in
any direclion.

The only comolauon that presents ifself under the
pressure of so calamitous a disaster is, thal it was not
the effect either of ireachery or wilful neglect, as wiil
appear by the following official statement of the car-
penter :—

* Mr, Johr Braid, carpenter of the Queen Charloite,
reports, that about twenly minutes after six o'cleck inthe
morning, ashe was dressing himself, he heard through.
out the ship a general cry of « fire." On which he im-
mediately ran up the after-ladder o get upon deck, ard
“found the whole half-deck, the front bulk-head of the
admiral’s cabin, the main.-mast’s coat, and boat’s cover-
ing on the booms, all in flames; which, from every re-
port and prubability, he apprehends was oceasioned by
some hay, which was lying under the half-deck, having
been set on fire by a match in a tub, which was asually
kept there for signal guns.—The main-sail at this time
was set, and almost entirely caught fire; the pecple not
_ being able to come to the clue garnets on account of the
flames.

- ** He immediately went to the forecastle, and found
Lieutrnant Pundas and the boalswain encovraging the
people to get water to extinguish the fire. He applied
1o Mr. Dundas, seeing no other officer in the fore-part of
the ship {and being unalfle to see any on the duarters
deck, from the flames snd smoke between them) o give
him assistance to drown the lower-decks, and secure the
hatches, to prevent the fire falling down, Lieutenant
Dundas accordingly went down himself, with as many
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people 8y he could prevail upon (o follow hir : and the '

lower-deck ports were opened, the scuppers plugged,
the main and fure-hatches secured, the eocks lurned,

and water draws in at the ports, and the pumps kept
going by the peoeple who came down, as long asthey

could sland at them,

-« Fre thinks that by these exeniions the lower-deck
was kept free frem fire, and the magasines presarved.
for a long time from danger ; nor did Lieat. Dendas, of
ke, quit this station, but remained there with ait the peo-
ple who ceuld be prevailed upon to stay, till several of
the middle-deck guns came through that deck. '

** Abowt nine o’clock Lientenant Dundasand he, find-
jog it impossible to remain any longer below, went out
at the fore-mast lower-deck port, sod got upon the fores
eustle ; on which he apprehends there were then sbont
one hundred and fifty of the people drawing water, snd
throwing it as faraft as possible upon the fire,

# He continued about an hour on the forecastle 3 and
fnding all efferts to extinguish the Rawmes unavailing, he
jumped from the jib-boom, and swam 10 an American
boat approaching the ship, by which he was picked up-
and put into a tartan theo in the charge of Lientenant
- Stewart, who had come off to the amistance of Lhe
ship. .
{Signed).  IOHN BRAID,”

Leghors, March 18, 1806 . oo

Captain Todd remained npon deck, with his First
Lieutenant, to the last moment, giving orders for saving
the crew, without thinking of his own safety. Before
he fell a sacrifice to the Rames, he had time and courage.
to write down the particulars of this melancholy event,

for the information of l.grd sxe'hh, of which he gave
_ G
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copies 1o different sailors, entreating them, thul whoever
should escape might deliver it 1o the admiral,

Thus fell victims to perhapsa too severe duly, the
captain and his first lieutenant, at a time when ihey still
had it in their power 1o save themselves ; but self-pre-
servation is never matter of consideration in the exalied
mind of a British neval officer, when the safety of his
crew is al stake, _ .

Lord Keith and ssme of the officers were providen-
tially on shote, at Leghorn, when ihe dreadfuf accident
‘occurred.  Twenly commissioned and warranl officers,
two servanis, and 142 seamen, are the whole of the
crew tha escaped destruction out of nearly 500 souls on
board, that for nearly four hours exerted every nerve to
avoid tha{ dreadful termination which too surely awaited
them,

LOSS OF THE SHIP CORNELIA,

_ CAPTAIN BLISS;
Wrecked in her passige 10 Now Yoik, July 12, 1904

- e

The Ship strikes on, a3 is supposed, enother Vesel-—All endea.
vours tosave her ineffectual—The Boats prepared--Two Ships
diseried, to the grest jay of the Crew-—The humane assistance
of their Captains—State of the Wreck,

T HE account of this deplorable disaster we shall give
our readers in an extract of a fetter from Capt. Bliss,
10 2 gentleman in Philadelphia, (dated Ship Vigilant, at
Sea, July 12,) which must consequently render ils aw
thenticity indisputable,
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'_: This melancholy and most singular circumstance,
fook plave in the following manner: July 11, af eleven
P. M.in lat. 46°. long. 40°, the ship under full sail,
with a fair wind, going about seven knots ; she struck on
what [ suppose a vessel, battom up, with such viclence,
that it was some lime before she could recover herself.
We immediately applicd the pumps, and finding sutfi.
cient.employ for them, we cleared away the lore-peak,
by {hrowing ihe staves overboard, and to our uiter asto-
nishment found the slern started, and several of the
hoodfends opened, so asto admit of several thicknesses
of blanket. It now being four o'clock, we discovered
the gripe carried away, hanging by some of the lower
-bolts oply; and after five hours very hard pumping,
found. four feet water in her hold. All those circum-
slances comprised together, rendered our situalion st
once hopeless and depiorsble, and all our exerlions to
stop the leak of nceffect. We now employed some
hands in preparing the boats, and in making every ne-
cessary arrangement, as the late aliernative for our pre=
servation,

* At ten o'tlock, the people, afier all their exertions
! the pumps, finding six feet waler in the hold, began
to be disheartened and low-spirited ; but lo our exireme
joy and satisfaction, two ships were descried from the
mast-head, which gave us all new life and epirits : the

.pebple being re-animated, plyed the pumps with great
alacrity ; but they being & great distance (o windward,
and botnd to the westward, it was 2 P. M, before they
came up with us; we fhen had eight feet waler in the
hold: they proved to be the South Carolina, Captain
Steele, bound for New York ; and tbe Vigilant, bound
for Postland : Capiain Steele having a great number of
i 3
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passengers on boatd, we conclided to go on bosrd the
Vigilant, Capt. Prentiss, T feel myself much indebled
to- those gentiemen for their prompd and humane as-
sistance, and .alo to Mr. Bailey, a gentleman passenger
on board, who mads us a tender of part of his secom-
modmions.

« Captain Steele staud by ue till sevon o'cleck : by
this lime we had got most of our provisions and water
on board the Vigilant; and when the South Carolins
Ieft us, the water wasr up’ even “with the lower-deck,
We wete employed till nine o’clock, in getting our bag-
gpe, stores, &c. owt of the ship ; and Captain Prentiss
being willing to stay 1ill morning, in hopes of saving
something of comsequence, we all went on board the
Yigitant, fourteen in number, and left the Comelia,
with her lower-deck under water, Early the wext morne
ing the boats returned to the ship, and found her full of
water. It new blowing- fresh fromr the $. W. and the
sbip lying over very moch, the boats were ordered to
lease her @ therefore s our endeavours 1o have some<
thing from the general wreck proved sbodive. At haif
pust eight o'clock A. M- | hud the exireme montifiation
o see her eapsize and carry away her masts,  In this
situation e Vigilant made seil, ard left her. Fhus
feli the good ship Cornelis, by an accident, which hua
RN prndvmcon}d not-foresee, mor human: assislance
pmevent”

The revminder of tb-'cnplams letter conisins his
»opes of meeting & vessel far England, and Kisintestions.
of chantesing ancther, when arrived. :



THE LOSS OF
THE SHIP ANNE, CAPTAIN KNIGHT,

©n a Reef of Rocks, five Leazues 1o the Northward of the Southernmost.
Suwbizlepar Island, on the 19ih of April, 1604,

BRY AN OYFICER.
et

A alarm of Land-—Breakers appear ahead---Methads ueed {o
avoid the threatening danger—The Ship strikes—Al effurts to
relicve her ineffectuzl--Misconduct of some of the people-The
water within one foot of the twin-decks—The Ship bilges and
falls pver on her starboard beam-ends—Disobedience and vils
lainy of the Lascars—Escape of the Captain, &c in the Loung-

: Buat.

THE weather, previous to the 19th of April, had
been extremely dark, when, at 11 P. M. of that day Lhe
seacunny of the walch called out that he saw the land,
and before it was possible to wear the ship, the breakers
appeared ahead—pat the helm down immedialely for
the purpose of bringing her head (o the westward, but
before it could be efferted, the ship struck on a reefof
rocks, sand and stones—furled all the sails Lo prevent
her going further on the reef—hoisted out the boats, and
ran the siream anchor owl to the north, lo keep her from
forging alhead on the reel; sounded astern of ihe ship,
and found the deepest water to the N.N.W. carried the
smat] bower anclior oot ina N. N, W. direction, and let
it ga in four fathom fock, sand and stones; hove a great
itrain on the small bower, and finding that she did not
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go off, left of heaving, and sent the penple below to
benve out the stores, and slave the salt-water casks for-
ward,
At twelve, the appearance of a sequall from the sputh-
. ward, loosed all the sails, and hoisted them: at half past
twelve a heavy squall from the southward, with heavy
rain, hove all a-bnck, and kept heaving a great sirain on
the small bower, but without effect, Sent the people
- below again for the purpose of heaving up the stones,
and at half past one, having lightened her considerably,
hove again the small bower, but without effect : sent the
people below again 16 heave cut the remainder of the
stones; but instead of doing that, and exerting themselves,
“and doing what was necessary for the safety of the sbip,
many of them began io plunder what they could lay
their hands on, saying, that there was ne danger, the
lari being very near. At three, hove again on the small
bow.r, but without cffect, and pumping out the water
sarted. Al four the gunner reported four feet waler
in tise hold ; siill kept heaving, and ot day-light the wa«
ter had gained on the pumps to eight and a half feet; &
heavy ;iwell setting in, the ship began to strike very hard,
and observed several large pieces of shembing and other
parts of her botiom come up along side.~At five 1he
‘rudder unshipped, and carricd awuy the greater part of
the slern, and stove in the counter on the starboard side,
the water being within one foot of the twin decks. At
Lalf past five, the ship being bilged, fell over on hes
starboard beam ends; finding nothing fusther could be
done for he salety of the ship, lefl uff pumping: the
caplain then ordered (Be Syrang and La-cars to get the
masts and sails in the boats, also segie rice and watet fug
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the people, which they refused to do, saying there was
plenty on the island, and began to plunder the great ca-
bin, and the officers’ chests end trunks, during which time
the captain being below for the purpose of securing his
papers, he heard one of the Lascars (Maitomed) saying
10 some of those who tefused to get the provision in the
boat, that when they got on the island, they would 1ake
the first oppottanity of killing the captain, officers, and
sescunnies, and seizing the buats, and going to the Ma-
labar Coast, ;

In consequence of which the caplain was resolved to
quitthe wreck as soon as powsible, with as many of the
other parly as the boat could carry, and Lo leave the pin-
nace for the rest, withinstructions to follow them; during
this lime 1he seacunnius hait got the long-boat’s mast and
sails in, with 8 small quantity of water and biscuil ; and
a1 seven, after consulting with the officers of the ship,
who were of opinion that nothing further could be done,
quitied the wreck in the long-boat with the following
people, for the purpose of making the best of their way
to the Malabar coast: at the same time the pinnace
left the wreck, but was svon out of sight; when they
cuitied the wreck she was laying on her slarboard beam
¢nds, and nearly full of water.

A List of the pevple saved in the lomg boat,

Thomas Knight, Commender; John Wheatfail, pi-
lot for the Red Sea; Edward Greaves, 24 ofticer; John
Lunardy, gunoer; four Seacunnies, and #ix patives.—
Total 14,

The reef on which the Anne struck, bore from S, W.
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to E.N.E. the Southernmost of the Souhelepar Islands
bore 8. E. by W. and the Northermost ditte, E. S, E.
distence from the Southernmost about six feagues, and
from the Northernmost about four or Ave—ihe ex-
treme length of the reef ten or twelve miles, of which
zeel no mention is made of in amy of tHe charts on
board.

LGSS OF

HIS MAJESTY’'s SHIP ROMNEY,
lion, Cartan CorviLie; ’

Witk was unfortunately wrecked on the South Haak, off dve Tesel,
Nuvewmsber 19, 1504

ientiratr ey
The Weather very {ozgy and nnsettled--A large Ship discovered
tiough tie fug, w il preves to Lea Merchuntman on shore—
Mistake of the Pifots—The Ship Strikes, snd the wind encresses
—AH hopts of saving her at en epd---FPhilanthrapy of the
Dateh Admital Kirkhert,

FoR he satisfaction of our readers we shall give an
extracl of & fetter from the Hon,-Captain Colville, late
commander of bis Majesty's <hip Romney, dated Hel-
der, (North Hollaad,) Nov. 2§, giving a consise but
satisfactory account of this much-to-be-lamented dis-
astefs. '

« It s with feelingsof the sincerest regret, and which
3 feelbut little capable of expressing, that 1 sit down to
discharge the painful duty of acquainting you with the
atai loss of his Majesty’s ship (he Romney, on Monday
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* the 19th'instahl, off the Hasks, on the 8. W. parl of the
.sand, owing (o the mistake of the pilots, allhough re-

- gitar soundings had been laken on our ron from Yar-
tquth, whence we salled at nine’ A. M. on (he pre-
ceding day.

« [ felt confident, a few minates before the ship struck,
that we were slill on the edge of the broad Fourleens,
and having then sounded, they proposed standing in,

- under the'sail thei set, viz. doubled reefed top-sail, and |
foretop-mast stay-sail, with the wind at §. S, W, until
they should be in tlen or eleven fathioms. To this T ob-
jected, as, from the unsetlled appearance of the weather,
and the thickness of the fog, I deemed it imprudent to
approach the shore, in quest of Rear-Admiral Russel,
t¢ whom I was pmceedmg conformably to my orders.
We were accordingly in the act of wearing, whena
large ship, apparently at anchor, was discovered through
the fog bearing E. by N. We then stood towards her,
to make her p‘a:nly, but had not proceeded on that
course {under the above-mentioned sail) more thnn fouc
of five minutes, when we perceived her to be'a large
merchantmen on shore. The pilots then wished 1o baul
off, on the larboard tack ; but, before the ship could be
brought o the wind, she-struck. The wind continued
to increase, Lhe fog being again very great, and a heavy
sea got up 5 the ship struck so hard as to cause her to
make so much water, ihat in a short time all hopes of
saving her were at anend. There then remained but
the hope of saving to his Majesty’s service the officers
and crew. In that hope I have, from a combination of
unfortunate circumsiances {and more especially from
none of our cruizers being attracted to us by the guns

_we had fired, which [ had flatlered myself ‘would have

voL. i, 2H
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been the case yesterday when. the weather was clear),
been disappointed,

* That every possible exertion was made to lessen the -
calamity, after having struck, 1 trast will appear from
minutes. It wiil be a great consolation to mysell afd
officers to know that they have that effect, Under the
uneasiness of mind which the loss of the ship, T had the
honour to command, naturally occacron:, 1 feel some al-
deviafion in reﬂectmb upen the zealous, active, and ors
derly conduct of my ufficers and crew, in circumstances
the most trying, and in which they endured the severest
hardships with cheetfulbess, and in perfect reliance on
Divine Providence, whose interposition in our behalf
‘was sirongly evident. o

' e« When thé ship floated a little, che was, by letting
g0 the bower anchor, brought to swing her head to the .
wind, which enabled her'to hold together, and so bore
through the horrors of the night, which we cerzamly
s‘muld not otherwise' have survived.

" We have expenen(‘ed Trom lhe Duteh Admiral
Kirkhert, ver,y ailention Lhat our' distréssed situation
made o necessazy, and which his d:spmllmn secms =
capable of withliolding, wven from ‘an enemy ; but the
wants of my fellow-sufferers are great, for not an article
of clothing o5 any thing else was saved b\' any one from
the general wreck. ¥ hope the Dulcls govienimen{ will
be disposed to alleviate in some degree their wants, in
clothing particularly, and } have sollciied lhn_:’zi«si_élance
of Rear-Admiral Russel in v'blaining these necessasies,

« 1 have reasen 1o belicve we shall bc sent [0 Amater-
dam, unlil exc hanged, S

“ The crews of the launch and jolly-boal, who had
been found to bear up for he Tenel, Joined me here
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this day. The barge was swamped alongside, One
cutter, in returning from her attempt 1o bring {o our
assistance a galliot who . passed us, heedless of our dise
tress, was driven amang the breakers on the Haaks,
and overset. The other cutter, equally unsuccessful in
an altempt to bring 1o us a schuyt that was to leeward,
was under the charge of Lieutenant Baker, who, un-
able to regain the ship, judged it most pradent to bear
up for the Texel, in hopes of obtaining assistance for
us, which, however, the state of the weather did not
allow of being afforded that night,”

‘Those who were saved became prisoners on shore
at the Texel ; nine seamen were drowned, and thir-
teen others who left the wreck upbn 3 raft of timber,
were picked up by one of our cruisers, and safely
lodged on hoard the Kagle.

In the preceding letiers the very humane conduc! of
the Dutch admiral is particularly conspicuous, and adorns
his brow with a laurel which the most gallani actibns
could not have tecured him. Humanity is a divine at-

tribute ; and what we naturally tooked for, as the result
_of sach exemp]sry conduct, bas at length taken place.
Jt Lan abated the virulence which the calamities of war
natarally engender belween contending powers; and
an exchange of prisoners has been the consequence.—
May the period be not far distant, when those periidious
Batavians, who, deluded by theintriguing influence of
the Gatllic usurper, have reduced their countrymen to a
rtate of oppression and slavery, be brought to a due
sense of Lheir guilt, and eveutué]!y be the means of their
emancipations.

2Hnu2
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NARRATIYE OF THE
LObS OF THE BRl1G TYRREL,
OAP‘.I‘A‘.IN AR‘I‘H.I?I. CDCHI.A?,
Which was oveiset ina Gale of Wird in her pastage from New Yorkw An—
tigua, Joly a1, F7R0.
.Communivaled by T. J'umerl, the Chief Mawe.

Cursory Observations—Tlicy proceed on their Voyage-—A Storm
and general Alarm——TEhs -Captain agrees -tb muke for Bucen
dslapd Bond—The Veasrl Inid Jomn on her beamtsends by s
audden gast of Wind—Dangerous sitgation and dread{ul ap-

arance of the Ve;sel——The; qQuit the W:ec}: And enter the
gmt—-ﬂ‘he\r make 8 Seil of frocks and trowsers-The seventeen
in the Bost gradunl!y diminished b’ dexth—All die except
Purne)] the Chief Mate—Hia-forlorn situation snd wund'a'rfnl
delirernnce, :

_I_N addition tp the many digadlnl shipwzecks alteady
nacrated, thefollowing, which is a.ciroumstasiiinl acconat
given by T. Purnell, chief mate of the brig Tyrel, As-

_ thur.Cachlgn, commander, aod the.anly petson among

ihe whole crew who had the good Iazlunetompg
claims our particular allention.

On Saturday, June 28th, 1759, they sailed from New
York to Sandy Hoeol, and there came to ancher, wailing
for the captlain’s comﬁg down wilh a new boat, and
some other articles. Accordingly he came on board
early the succeeding morning, and the boat cleared,
hoisted in, stowed, and lashed. A1 eight o’clock, A. M,
they weighed anchor, sailed out of Sandy Hook, and the
same day at noon, took their departure from the High
Land Never Sunk, and proceeded on their passage to An-
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tigua, As soon as they made sail, the captain ordered .
the boat to be cast loose, in order that she might be -
_paimted, with the cars, rudder, and tiller, which.job he’
{Captain Cochlan) undertook to do himsetf. :

At four P, M. they found the vessel made s littly .
msre water than -usual 3 but as it did not cause moch
additional Taboor at the pump, nothing was thought of
it.  At'eight, the leak did not seem io encrease. At

twelve, it began to blow very hard in squalls, which
caused the vessel to lie down very much,. whereby it
was apprehended she wanted more ballast, Therezpon.
the captain cameon deck, béing the starboard watch;.
and close reefed both top-sails.

Atfour A. M, the weather modem!ed-—!et out both:
reefs :-—at eight it became still more moderate, and they
made more sail, and set top-gallant'sails ; the weather
was still thick and hazy, There was no further observa-
tfor_: taken at present, except that the vessel made more
water. The captain’was now chicfly employed in..
painting the boat, oars, rudder; and ftiller. .

On Monday, June 30, at four P. M. the wind was at®
E.N.E.; freshened very mach, and blew so yery hard, .
a3 occas:oned the brig to lie aléng in soch a manner as-
caused general alarm, ' The captain was now eamestly -
entreated to put for New York, or steer for the Capes of’

" Virginia. At eight, took in top-gallant-sail, and close-
reefed both top-sails, still making more wenther. Afler-.
wards the westher became stilt wore moderate and fair
and they made more sail.

July 1, at four A. M. it began lo blow in squalis-
very hard ; took in one reef in each top-sail, and con=.
ticued so until eight AL M. the weather being still
thick and hazy.—~No observation.

- 2ug
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. /The next day she made still more water, byl as every
watch pumped ¥ out, (his was litile regarded. Af four .
P: M. ook second reef in earh fop-sail, close reefed
both, and_ down mp-éalhm.-yard_; the gale sl ep-
creasing.

At fowr A. M. the wind gt rqund lq N. and fhere
weas no likelibood of its gbating.  Atgight, the captaio,
well satisied Jhat she was very crank and pught to bave
had more baliast, agreed to make-for Bacon [sland Road,
in North Carplina ; and in fhe yery aet of wearing,
her, 2 sudden gust of wind laid ber down on her heam-,
ends, end she never rose pgain! AL this time Mr.
Purnell was lying in the cabin, willy bis clpthes on, naf
haviog pulled them off since thgy left lapd. Having
been rolled out of his bed (on his chest), with great
dificulty he reached the roynd-house dor ; the first aalu-
lalion he met w:lh was frn{n ‘the step-ladde. that went
from the qqanepdeck io the poop, which knocked him
against the companion, (a lucky cifgumpsiapeg for those
below, as, by laying the ladder against the compa-
nion, it gerved both him apd the rest of the pgople
whoe were in the steerage, gsa eonyeyance ta wind-
ward); having transported the. two after guns forward
to bring ber more by the hepd, in order to make her,
hold a bgtler wind; thas they gol |,h:ou,qhl thg after-
most gug-port on the quarter-deck, agd being all on her
broadside, gvery moveabls rolied to leewsgrd, and as
the vessel overset, s did the hoat, agd turned boylora,
upwards; her lashings being cast, lgose, by order of the
captain, and, havigg no othes. praspect of saving their
livey but by the koat, Eurnell, with, two others, and the,
cabin-hoywho were excellgnt awxpu;qrq) plunged into,
the water, and with great djffieulty, tighted, her, when
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she wps brim full, and washing with the water's edge,
‘They then made fast the epd of the main-sheet to the
string in her stern-port, and those who were in the fore~
cheips sent down thp end of the boomstackle, fo
which they made fast the boat’s painter, by which they
lifled ket 3 Jittle aut of the water, so that she swam
about two or fhree inches freq, but plmost full. They
ther put the cabin-hoy into her, and gave him a bucket
that happened to floal by, and he bailed away asguickas
he could, and sponafter another persen got in with another,
hucket, apd in g short time go! ail the water qut of her,
They then pyt two leng oars that were stowed in the Iara
hoard-guarter of the Tyrrel into the boat, and pulled or
rowed right to windward ; for, as the wreck drifted, she
made a dreadfyl appearance in the water, and Mr. Pur.
nell and twg of the people put off from the wreck, in
search of the oass, rudder, and tiller. After a lopg while
they succegded in picking them all up, aneafier anc-
ther. They then returned to their wretched compa-
nions, who wereall overjoyed to see them, having given
them up for Jost, By this time night drew on very fast,
While thoy were rowing in the boat, some smaliguantily
of whitg hiscuit (Mr. Purnell supposed aboul haif a
peck), Gaated in a small cask, out of the round-hoyse ;.
bui, before it came 1. hapd, it was so much seaken wilh
salt water, ihat it was aJmpost in z Auid state ; and about
double the quantity of common ship-biscuit likewise
ficatad, which was in like maoner sgaken, This was
al). the provisions that they had ; not 3 drop of fiesh
water could they get; neither could the carpenter get
al any of bis tools to scuptle her sides, far, could this
havabeen accomplished, they might have saved plen ty of
prqvmmapd water,
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By this time it was- almost dark ; laving got one -
compass, it was determined to quit the wreck, and take’
their chance in the boat, which was nineteen feet six-
inches long, and six feet four Inches broad ; Mr, Por-
nell suppeses it was now about nine o'clock: il was'
very dark. They had run 360 miles by their dead
reckoning, on a 8. E. by E. course. The number in the’
boat was 17 in all ; the boat was very deep, and little
hopes were entertained of either seeing land or sur- .
viving long. The wind got round to westward, which
was the course they wanted to steer ; but it began to
blow and rain so very hard, that they were obliged to
keep the boat before the wind and sea, in order to pre-'
serve her above water. Scon after they had put off
from the wreck the boat shipped two heavy seas, one
after another, so that they were obliged to keep her be-
fore the wind and sea; for bad she shipped anotber sea,
she certainly would have swamped with them.

By sun-rise the next morning, July 3, they judged
that they had been running E.8.E. which was contrary
to their wishes. The wind dying away, the weather
became very moderate. The compass which they had
saved proved of ne uiility, one of the people havingtrod-
upon, and broken it; it was accordingly thrown over-.
board. They now proposed to make a sail of some
frocks and trowsers, but they had got neither needles
nor sewing-twine; one of the pebple; however; had o
needle in his knife, and- anether several fihing lines
in their pockets, which were-unlaid by some, and
others were employed in ripping the frocks and trow-
sers. By sun-set they had provided » tolerable lug~
sail: baving sglitone.of the boat’s thouts (which was of
yellow deal,) with a very large knife, which one of (he

4
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ctew had in-his pocket, they mades yord pnd Inshed
it together by. the strands of the forestop:gallant-hal-
yards, that were thrown into the.boat promiscunusly.
They also made .a mast.of one.of the long oars, .and
- set their sails, with sheets and tacks made out.of :the
sirands of the top-gallant-hallyards. Their -oply guide
. was the north star.  They.had a tolesable guod breexe
all night ; and the wholeofLhe next day, july 4, the wea-
ther continued very moderaie, and the,peuple were inias
good spirits ss their dresdlul-situation would admit.,

July 5, the wind and waather cenlinued much .the
same, ‘and - they knew by the norih star that they ware
standing .in for the land. The.next day Mr. Puenell
ohierved some of the men drioking salt waler, and
seemipg rather fatjgued, At Ahis {ime they imagined
the wind wap got tound fo .the seaihward, and they

ateered, a5 they thought by the north ster, 46 the north-
west quarter; but an the 7th, they found dhe wind
had got back 1p \(he poarihward, and blew xery (eth,
They got their qars ont the greatgst jpart of -the night
pud the next.day the wind st dying awny, the people
lIabouted aMeraately at the mars, without distinalion.
Aboyt npon the wind sprung up so ghat they laifl in
their oars, and, as they thought, steered about N. N, W,
and continued so uniil abaut eight ar nine is the morn-
ing of July9, when they all thought they were upen
soundings, by the coldness of the waler. They were,

" In general, in very good spirits. The weather continued
still tiick and hazy, and, by the nerth dar, they fouad
that they had been sieering about N. by W,

July 10.=-The people had drank so much salt water,
that it cagpe from them as clear as it was before they
-depak it; and Mr. Puroell perceived {hat the second
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mate had lost a considerable ‘share of his strength and
spirits ; and ako, at noon, that the carpenter was deli-
rious, his malady encreasing every hour ; abenl dusk he
hud elmost oversel the boal, by attempting to throw
* himself overboard, and- otherwise behaving quite ‘vio-
lent.  As his strepgth, however, failed him, ‘he became
more manageable, and they got him {o Jie down inthe
- middle of the boat, amnng some of the penple. Mr.
Purnell- drank .once a hitle salt water, but could "not
relish it ; he preferred his own urine, which he drank
occasionaily as he made it.  Soon after sun- -set the se~
cond mate lost his speech, My, Purnell desired hlm 1o
lean -his head on him : -he- died, withoot 'z -groan or
struggle, on the 11th of July, being the 9th day they
wore in the boal, In a few minoles afier, the car-
penter expired almost in a similar matiner, * ‘Theke me-
lancholy rcenes rendered the siiation of the survivors
more dreadful: it is impossible (o describe their feelings.
Despair became general ; -every man imagined his own
dissolution was near. They all' now went to prayers ;
some prayed in the Welch language, tome in Irish, and
others in English § then, afier’a little deliberation, they
atripped the two dead men, and hove them over
board, '
The weather being now very mild, and almost calm,
they turned to, cleaned the boat,and resolved 1o make
their 'sail-larger out of the frocks and trowsers of the
“twa deceased men, Purnell got the caplain 1o lie down
with the rest of the people, the boatswain and one man
excepted, who assisted him in making the sall larger,
which they had completed by six ot seven o'clock in the
afterncon, having made a shrond ont of (he boat’s
- painter, which served as a shifiing back-stay. Pamell

A
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also fixed his red: flanme! waisicoat at the mast-head, asa
sgral the most likely to be seen.

Suon after this sume of them observed a sloop at a .

great distance, coming, as they thought, from the land.
This roused every man’s spirits : they gof out their osrs,
at which they laboured aiternately, exerting all their re-
maining strength to come up with ber; but nigkt com-
ing on, and the sloop geding a {resh breeze ol wind,

they lost sight of her, which occasioned a general.con- -

sternatjon ; however, the appearance of the nonh slar,
which they kept on their starboard-bow, gave them

hopes that they stood infor Jand.  This night une Wil- .

liam Wathing died ; be was 64 years of age, and had
been Lo sea 50 years: quile worn out with fatigye and

hunger, be earnestly prayed, to the last mowment, fora.

dwp of waterlo conl his tongue.  Early the:nest thorns

- ing Hugh Williams also died, and inthe conrse of Lhe
day anclher of the crew ; entirely ehhaosled they botl}
expired without a groan,

Early in the morning of }u]y 13 1I begsn iobiow ..
very fresh, and encreased su much, that (idy were
obliged to furl their sail, and keep ihe boat.bglote the

wind and sea, .which drove them of! soundiogs. In
the evening their gunner. died. The weathet now be-
ceming moderate, and the wind in the. §. W, quarier,

they made sail, not one being.able 10 ‘row. o pull a0 cur.

al any rale; they ran all this night with a fine brevze,

Tbc next mcmmg U“[J ‘1h,) hwo more {:-f the. crew.

died, and in the evening they alsu lost Lhe smine ppmber.
They fuund th-..} were on sonndmgs agaip,-and con-
cloded the wind had got reund tc the N. W. quarter.
They stood ia for the land all - this. night, and early on
Ju'y 15 two others dipd: ‘the deceased were thtown
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overbourd as; sobn:as thelt breath tad departed. The
weather was now thick ahd hagy, aod they were still'
certain that they were on soundings,

The cabin-boy - was seklom required- to do any 1bmg,
and:as his intellects; at (his time, were very good, and-
his-understanding clear, it wayr the opinion of Mt. Pur-
nell tbayhe would survive them all, bul he prudently
kept his thoaghts-to himself, ‘Fhe captain seemed tike-
wise -tolerably'well, and-te have kept up his spirits.
Ou mecount: of - the: haziness of the: weather, (hey could
not sa-well know how they steered in Lhe day-time as at
night; fer, whenever the north star appeared, they
endeavowred to keep it o their starboard-bow, by
which' mesns. they: were certain of making the land
soute lime or other: In the evening' two more of the -

.craw died ; also, before sun-set; one~Thomas Philpet,
an-old- experienced seaman, and very strong; he de-
parted rather convalsed ¢ having latterly lost the power
of srticulation, his meaning could not'be-comprehended:.
Howas » nstive of Belfast, Ireland, and had'nb family.
The sarvivors found it a-difficult task té heave his'body
ovarboard, ad he was a very corputent man,

- Aboet sixcor- seven the next morning, July 16; they -
stood -inifor-- the -land; according 1o the best of their
judgment ; the weather still thick and hazy. Pornell
now prevaled: upon “the captain and boatswain of the -
boat to lie: down in the fore-part of ‘the boat, to bring
her more -hy-Lhe head, in order te' rmske her hold a bét-
ter wind. In the evenimg the cabin-boy, who lately
appeured sowell, beeathed his last, leaving behind the.
caplain; the boatswain, and Mr. Parnell, )

"Thé next-morning, July 17, Pumnell asked his two’
<ompanions-if they thought they could eal any of the

o .
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boy’s fesh ; and having expressed an inclinalion to iry,.
and the body being quite cold, he cut the inside of his
thigh, a little above his knee, and gave a piece {o the
captain and boatswain, reserving 2 small piece for him-
self ; but so weak were their siomachs, that none of
them could swallow a morsel of it ; the body was theres
fore thrown overbozrd.

Early in the moming of the 18th, Me. Purnell found
botk of his companions dead and cold ! Thus destitute, -
be began to think of his own dissolation ; though
feeble, his understanding was still clear, sid his api-
sis as good as his forlorn situation could possibly
admit, By-the colour and coldness of the water, he
knew he was not” far from land, and stil maintained
hopes ‘of making #.. The weather centinued very
foggy. He lay to 2ll this night, which was very durk,’
with the bout’s head te the northward.

- In the morning of the 18th, it began to rain; it
cleared up in the afiernoon, and’ the wind died away »
still Purnel]l was convineed he wan on sounding. :

On the 20th, in the afterueon, ke thought he-saw land,
and stood in for it; but might coming on, and it being
mow very dark, he lay to, kanng he might gel on some
socks aad shoads.

July 23, the wenther was very fine all ihe. morning,
bnl. in the afternoon it became thick and hazy. Pur-
pell’s spirits sl remained good, but his strength was
almost exhesusied ¢ he siill drank his own water occae
sionally.

On the 22d he saw some barnacles on the boat’s rud.
des, very similar to the spawo of an-oyster, which flied
Bim with greater hopes of beicg near land. He une
shipped the rudder, and sereping them off with hia

VOL. 1L 21 \
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knife, found ‘lhey were of a salt fishy substanee, and ate

"them ; he was now so weak, the boat having a great

»

motion, that he found it a dificult task 1o ship the
rudder. B

At sun-rise, July 23, he became so sure that he saw
tand,”that his spirits were nove considerably raised. Tn
the middle of this day he got up, leaned his back against
the mast, and received succour from the sum, baving
previously contrived to sieer the boat in this position,
The next day he saw, at 2 very great distonce, tome
kind of a tsil, which he judged was coming foxn the
land, which be svom lost sight of, In the middle of
the day he got ap, and received warmih from the sun as
before. He stood on all night for the land,

. Very early in the moming of the 25th, after drinking
his morning draught, to his inexpressible joy he saw,
while the sun was rising, a sail, and when the sun was
up, found the was & two-mast vessel. He was, how-
ever, considerably perplexed, not knowing whal to do,
gs she was a greal dislance astern and to ieeward. In
oider to watch her mations beiter, he facked abicut,
Soon after this he perceived she wan alanding on hes
starboard-tack, which had been the same he had been
standing op for many hours. He saw she approached
bim very fast, and he lay to for some time, till he be-
lieved she was wilhin {wo miles of the boat, but still te
leaward ; dherefore he thonght it best to steer larger,
when he found she was a top-sail schooner, nesring him
very fast. He continued to edge down towards ber,

- wniil he had brought her about twe peinis under bis lee-

bow, having-it in his power to spring his luff, or bear
away, By thistime she was within half & mile, and he
saw somwe of her people standing forwards on her dech

5
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and waving for him to come under their lee-bow. At the
distence of about 200 yards they hove the schooner up
in the wind, and kept her so until Parnell got alongside,
when (key threw him a rope, still keeping the schooner
inthe wind. They now interrogated him very closely;
by the mauner the boat and oars were painted, they ima-
gined she belonged toa man of war, and that they hadrun
away with het from some of his Majesty’s ships at Halifax,
consequently that they would be liable to some purlish-
ment if they took him up : theyalso thought, a5 the captain
and boatswain were lying dead in the bost, they might
expose themselves to some conlagious disorder. Thus
they kept Pummeli in suspense for some time. They
told him they had made the fand that morning from ‘the
tmast-hesd, and that they were running along shore for
Marvelhead, to which place they belonged, and where
they expecled to be the next morning, At last they told
him he might come on board ; which, as he said, he could
pol without assistance; the captain ordered two of his
men to help him. They conducted him alt on the quarter-
deck, where they left him resting against the compa.
nion, ‘They were now for casting the boat adrift, but
Purnell told them she was not above a month old, built
at NewYork, and if they would hoist her in, it would pay
them well for their trooble, To this they agreed, and
having thrown the two corpses overboard, and taken out
the clothes that were left by the deceased, they hoisted
her in and made wil, . .

Being now on board, Purnell asked for a litdle water,
Captain Castleman {for that was his name) ordered one
of his sons (having two on boerd) to fetch him some ;
when he came with the ‘water, his father looked to see
: 212
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-how much he was bringing him, and (hinking it too
-much, threw some of it eway, and desired him to give
the remainder, which he drapk, being the first fresh
water he had tasted for 23 days. As he leaned ali this
time against the companion, he became very cold, and
‘begged to go below : the captain ordered two men to
help him down to the cabin, where they left him sitting
ot: the cabin-deck, leaning on the lockers, 2ll hands being
now engaged in heisling in and securing the boat. This
‘done, all hands went down to the cabin to bregkfast,
except the man at the helm. They made some soup
for Purnell, which he thought very good, but at present
he could eat very little,.and in consequence of his late
draughts, he had broke out in many paits of his body, w
that he was in great pajn whenever he stirred. They
ade g bed for him out of an old si], and behayved
very altentive. While they were at breghdast s squail
of wind came on, which csiled them &l vpon deck;
during their absence Purnell fopk up a stone hoitle,
and without smelling or tasting it, hut thinking i
was ruw, took 2 hearty draught.of i, and found it 9
be sweet oil; baving placed it where he found it, be
day down. _

They still ran along shore with ihe land in sight, and
were in greal hopes of gellinginte pd_ruhal night, buf
the wind dying awsy, they did oot get in till nine o'clock
the next.night. Allthistime Porpell remaingd like o child;
some one or other was always with him, to give hin
whatever be wished to eat or driok.

As scon ar they came fo anchor, Caplaip Castleman
went on shore, end retsrned op bogrd the next wmorping
with the owner, John Picket, Esq. Spon after Yigy
got Purnell into & boat, and garried him on shore ; but

o
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he was still - 90 very feeble, that be was obliged to be
supported by {wo men, Mr. Picket took a very genfeel
lodging for him, and hired a nurse to attend him : he
was immediately put to bed, and afterwards provided
with a change of clothes, In the course of the day he
was visited by every doctor in the town, who ail gave
him hopes -of recovering, but told him it would be some
time, for the stronger the copstitution, the longer (they
said) it took-to recover its lost strengih. Though treated
with the ulmost tenderness and humanity, it was three
weeks before he wasable to come down stairs. He

© stayed i Mawyolhend two sobths, dusing which he

lived very comfortably, and gradually recovered his
strength. The brig’s boat and cars were sald for 95 dok-
Jars, which peid all his expences, and procured kit &
passage to Boston. The nails of his fingers and toes .
withered away slmost 1o nothing, and did not begim lo
grow for many months after.
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