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ADVERTISEMENT.

Srrxemo a fow weeks, some cighteen momhs aga,
with a friend,® i the neighbourbiood of the osce beag-
tiful, st now wierly decaved, 1own of Dorchesier,
South Carolina, 1 availed mysell of 1he sccasson 1o re=
wisit the old, and, st one time, familior ruics. Whenn
bay, I had frequemly rambled evor the ground, and lis-
temed to its chronicles from the lips of one—now no
more=—who had been convemant wih all ks hasvory.
Many of sis litle legends were known to me, and the
story of nwore than ene of 08 inhabianis, of whem
mothing now remams bt the recond in the bunal
place, had beon long since regisiered in my ovied.
Thess,—together with s own sad transition by re-
poeated disasters, from the busy bustle of the crowded
thoroughfare, 1o the silence and the desolation of the
tomhs—were well u.dnp'l.-ﬂl by i.n.lpirn In meE & SEnii-
el of veneration ; and, with the revival of many ald
lime feelings umd mssociations, | strolled thr-nug,l: the
solemn mims—the dismantled chureh—ihe frowsing
fortress, pow almost hidden in the accamulsting for-
esti—reading aml musing as | went, among the moal-
dering tombatones, and fimding food for sweet thoughts
amd 3 bosy fancy st every siep in my ramble, “The

= My, John W, Sommers, of 5t Faul's Parish—a pistleman

Whoss O €cavermabional powers aid eléginl bospilalily Rssd B0
walogy feom me for tbeir proper sppeeciation smong all thoss who
Enew him.
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familiar featmres of the partisan warfare; and the tilke
of the work, indeed, will porsesds the reader to look
rather for a true description of that mode of warfare,
than for any consecwive story comprising the fonumes
of & single persoaage.  ‘This,be is solicited to keep in
nniend, as one of my leading objects has been to give a
plcture, ot only of the form and pressaire of the lime
uself, bus of the thousamd scattered cvents making
up ite history. ‘The wery title should imply something
desultory in the progress and armangement of the tale;
and my aim kas been to give a story of evenis, rather
than of persons.  The one, of course, could not well
have becn done without the other; vet it has been my
objoct 1w make mysell as greatly independent as pos-
mible ol 1he I:IEI?I!I.IiIJ’ which would combipe them., A
gaber desire for history—ilie unwritten, the unoonsid-
ered, bist veracious history==hans been with me, in this
labour, & sort of principle. The phases of & time of
orrors aml of wrongs—ad fboreo cournge—ienacious
patriotism=—yichding, but straggling virtue, not equal 1o
the pressare of circumstances, and falling for o time,
Animus-like, only for & remewal and recovery of its
atreagihi—il has bewn my aim 1o delipeato, with all the
Hp.itlil:r of ome, whao, with the mystic lantermn, rans his
uscouth shapes and varying shadows along the gloomy
wall, stanling the imagination and enkindling curioaity,
The medium through which we now look at these
evopls, is, in some respects, that of & glass darkened.
The characters riso up before us grimly or indistinetly.
. We scarcely believe, yet we cannot doubt.  The evi-
demee 18 elosed—ihs I!ulrjm.nnf now irrefitabdo—aid
imagination, however sudacious in her own provines,
only ventures to imbeddy and model those lfeatures of

ADVERTIBEMENT.
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the past, which the sober truth has left indisiines, s
Dol nﬂhﬂihfﬂl:nwmmh:phﬂmgqﬂ‘

1 have emtithed the ¥ Partisan™ noiale of e Reve-
lwton—it was intended to be paniculady such. The
characters, many of them, are names in the mation,
familiar as our thoughts. (Gates, Marion, De Kalb,
and the rest, are all the propeny of our country.  [n
the illustrations which I have presamed to give of
theas PETEOLARES, I have followed the best suthorities,
The severity with which 1 have visited the errom of
the formor genoral, is sustained by all the weiters—
by Chbo Williams, by Lee, hrlnhm,lnd tha curremt
histories. ‘There ean be Jintls doube, 1 beliove, of the
erwili, in his ease, of my deawing. It may be insisted
vn, # of qeesticnable prepriety, thus W rivive these
facts; and to dwell upon the faults and foibles of 2 man
copspicucus in our history, aml ome, who, in & single
leading event, copributed o largely io the glory of s
pages. Eut, oa this pui.nl, I am ﬂcnldld,. that a maiton
guing only, in glory apd in greatness, as it is resolute
e bolwld asd o pursuwe the truth, 1 would paint the
disasters of my country, where they arse from 1he
obvsoes amor of ber sons, in the strongest possible
colours. We should then know—our 2ons and servanis,
alike, should then know—lww best 1o avoid them, The
rock which has wreeked us once, should become the
boacon for our heirs hereafter. 18 is only by making
it 5o, ihat the vicissitudes of life—ita follies of mis-
fortuprs—esn be mado tributary to its tnemphs.  For
this reason | have dwelt camestly upon our disasters;
amil, with a view to the moral, | have somowhat depart-
ed from the absolute plan of the story, 1o dilate upan
the dangerous errors of the leading personages in the
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eveits drawn wpon,  The history of the march of
Gates's anmy, | have curefully elaborated with this
object; amd the reflecting mind will see the paralle]
poition aof cause and effect which | have susliously
soight o make obviows, wherever it seemed o me
necessary lor the purposes of mstruction. It is in this
way, only, that the novel may be meile usefil, when it
ministers to morals, to mankiod, amd to society.



THE PARTISAN.

CHAPTER I

TRk ottt o eherches skt
t sl o litiomn ! s :
A couniry averibiewm ared ersabied—ihe

Clarm over #® in wirsth—and sormowing G
Tramst with her weiphd of wa®

Dor parrstive beging in Fomh Caralina, during the
summer of 1780,  The arms of the Batish were at that
tima triumphant throughouat the colony.  “Their armies
overran it.  Charbesiown, the chief eity, had stood a
siege, amd had Gllen, afler a protracied and haonoursbls
du?mrm Ome-half of the military stremgih of the lower
canislry, then tie most popalous reghon, had becoms pris-
oners of war by this disaster; for the present; were
thus incapacitated from giving nasigiancs fo their
bretliren in anns. Seattered, o . ami disheariened

el fmilures, the wh‘ig:m, Il AMSEr0E Instanons,

hepeless of any beitor fortune, had given in their sdhe-
sion b the enemy, and bad received a pledge of Brish

tectiam.  This p{nlﬁctim socared thom, as it was

ght, in their property and persons, and its comd:-
tions simply called far their newtrality.  Many of the
morn firm aml hosowrably tenncions, sooming all come=
promise with invasion, for shelier to the swamps
and mouains ; and, throagh the former, all E
could wot have traced their ‘unl.:l.-r?l. In the
siate, &l thiz pericd, the easse of Amorican libsrty had
m#nul. m].E]nmu fistle hope : all was glocany and

oL [—
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mnpromising.  Marion, sfierward styled the * Swamp
Fox,” nwd Sumter, the * Game Cock"—epathets apaly
descrigtive of their severnl miliary anribntes—had pot
rel properly risen in arms, though both of them had

en engnged already in active and suceossful service.
Tlisir places of retreat were al this tme unknown
anel, cortainly, they wero nod then lookesd &, as &L an

nfter period, with that snxious reliance which their -

valoor subscquently tanghs their coentrymon to enter-
(&lin, H{-:Mng.iruﬂ:ud, coulld be more deplorably pros-
trace than were the energios of the coloay.  Here and
there, only, did some litle partisan squad make a stand,
ar ofler a show of resistance 1o the imeursive British
or the marauding and malignanst tory—disbanding, if
gt defeated, most usually aller the temporary ohjert
had heon chizined, and retreating for securily into shel-
ter and inacdion,  There was no sort of comcert, save
in fecling, among the many who wore siill pot umwil-
Jing for the fght: they doubled or they dreaded one
smedher ; they knew wot whom totrust.  “Fhe next-door
neighbowr of the ganch whig was nd endeequently a
fursous loyalist=—ns devoted 1o George the Thind as tha
other € have been to the imtrinsic beaoty of human
hberty.  The contestof the Revolotson, =0 far as it had

" had confinmed apd made tenacious this :_Piril. of
mliw and opposition, adil, in the Send, patriol and

lowalist bl drawn the swond agaisst one another, and ©

rebel and tory were the do ing epithets by which
they severnlly distinguished the individual whose theeat
they strove 10 cut.  Whon the motropolia fell imo the
hands of the British, amd their arms exteniliol thro

the state, the Wories alone were active and Tarmmidable.
They now ok satisfction lor their own previous
triala ¢ amd crime was wever so dreadiul a noster us
when thoy ministersd 1o i,l.u:pp'pqliml. Minglesl in with
the regulur troops of ithe British, or forming  separte
bdies off thoir owi, and oficered [rom among them-
selves, they peoetrated the well known recesses which
gave shelier o the mgitves. 15 tho rebel maimj,lhn}'
slew kim withool quesrier ;. if he submaned, they hung
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him widbwiut benslit of clergy : ey spoibed bis children
@l itheir pu:ur.-uium.. mngd not u.uimqu.rnr]}' slow tlyom
alee, D fow soctioss of e low asl middle cosuitry
eacaped their search. Tt was only in the babl regions
of Norh Carolina thal the fugitives could find repose ;
omly where the mos: miserablo poverty gok from crime
all temgpration, that 1the beaten aml maitreated patrials
dared 1 give thomselves a breahing-space from iEight.
In the sames menner the frontier-colony uF{.'nun-rgilﬁul
aleealy boon overrsn and ravaged by the congueros ;
il lhzr-:,l.l it was Jeaa ::._pal:lltﬂmi-ﬂllthill sl
of opposition had been loag since at an cad.  The in-
vader, deceived by thess sppearunces, declared in
awelling language to his monarch; et the two cole-
wies were properly sabjugated, and would now return
to therr obedience,  He knew ot that,

'=l-‘m¢n-'nh=.l.n‘lrmmhm
rom Meedng 5 0T,
Theuph baiflid oft, is ever won.®

But, though satisfied of the efficiency of kis achisve-
mowis, and himsell convinced of the truth ol the asau-
es which hie lad made to thas effect, the commandor
British forces did not suffer the slightest relaxa-

ton of hisvigilance.  Eard Comwallis, one of the Best
of the many lesders sent by the mother-country o the
eolonies in that eventfol contest, had when charge of
the southern marching ormy soon aler the fall of
Charleatonn. He was o0 good a soldier 1o omat, or
to sleep in the performance of any of his duties,  He
procesded with due diligence w confinn his conquests ;
and, aptly sustained by the celerity aml savago enters
prise ol the fierce legionary, onel Tarloton, the
CiRnAry was soon swopt from the seal<and o te moan-
ains. ‘This latier able bat ereel commander, who st
meted the Claverhouse in South Carolina with no small
Fl:gnnﬂu nfmunﬁhnea lnPI;il Er:ll-nr_'.'pu.“g ns m-::r
igahlo ne unsparing. e plunged headlong into fght,
with & courage U nos mise wi'r]fnh I'Em:
tiom, sceming rather 1o oo im the baldness sod
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ity ol hie omeet than to any ingn:rrniﬂ of plan,
or carefiul elabomteness of naneuvre.  Add 1o this
ha: he was sangminary-in the last degree when ini-
umphant, and we shall exsily usderstand he sosrees
of that terror which has wery name was found bo inspire
amotg the uslrilled, and, i-n?u-ifih# numboraol instasces,
e smarmed milizia which op him. *°Faresoa’s
parier” was the Eomliar an I:uﬂ.l:r];r-de:ri.l"u ]:l-hrn.lu
which, when the whigs had opportusities of revenge,
hix blood-thirsty reasment of the overthrown aml cap-
tive was remembered aml requised.

Tha entire colony in his 3 ion—all opposition,
worthy the pame, al an esd—ihe victar, the bener 1a
secure his conquest; marched an army throwghoet the
couniry, His presemce, for the time, had the desired
elfece.  His appearance quelled disaffection, overawed
all open discontents, and his cavalry, by superor skill
anid rapidity of movement, readily dispersed the littls
bands of l’.gamlhinru that here and there foll in his
way. Norwas this exhibition of his power the only
preceeding by which he luboured 1o secure the fruits
of his victory. With an excellent judgment, be esab-
lished garrisoms in various cligible poists of the eoun-
ey, in onder b0 it comtinual presence : thess stathons
were judiviously chosen for isdependent and ras
tive enterprise alike ; they were suiBcsemly nigh for
cenoeri—ssilficiently stattered for the general contrel
of an extensive terntory.  Hocky Moum, Ninety Six,
Canslen, Hanging Rock, Dorchester, and a large num-
ber of military posts beside, wore thus ereaccd, all

vided with mambions of war, well Furtil'lrd,
revenmed by large bodies of troops mider axpori-
1 afficers,

Thess= l‘ll't-l'.'ll.ﬂinﬂl [or m bime H;lrlpa'llml sl lemassiom,
Tho menst daring amang the patricts were sillen—ihe
most indulgest af the loyalists were active and enler-
prising. erowm ani secure all, B3ir Henry Clinton,
who was at tlhas |1rrim] ecommander-ig-chiel of the
southern imvading army, proclaimed & gensral pardang
with somo fow exceptions, o all the inhablants, for
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ther late teezsonalde offepeccs—promising them a fall
reinstaloment of therr old immoumiives, aned n:qui.rin!
II:I'IhiﬂF m returm bu thag lhr].' should remain quiul
in their homes.  "This specious and well-umed indy
genca had ite dwe eflect ; amid, in the emporary panie
produced by Lincoln's defeat, the full of the mutropolis,
thi appearance of an army 8o formidable as that of the
Brisish, and the establishment of miltary posts and
fortrexzses all arsend them, the peaple guuunllf put on
u show of Aequicscence i ihe anchority of the invader,
which few im reality folt, and which masy were secpeily
but resoliely determined mever o submil to.

"Thus much ks necessary, in 2 general point of view,
to the beter ¢ enaing of the marrative which
ilows. ‘I'he er will duly note the simation of the
mlm}' of South Cardima ; amd when we add, shat ihe
existing eondition of things thronghout the Union, was
an :mhﬂ.lﬂ lhunpmmilu of future fortune but
fircle more Favourable, all has been said necessary to
his proper comprehension of the discouraging cireum-
stances ander which thie pariisan warfare of the South
begen. With this reference, wo shall he better able
to appreciate that deliberste valour, that un,vialum
patriotism, which, in & few spiries, defying l:hn,;‘#
above the semsa of privation, coulil keep ahive the
aacped fires of tib:rt! in tha 1thick sWamps anid dense
and glootmy foreats ﬂﬂmﬁn—ﬂilﬁmm;,ﬁﬂlh
ing nething; and only leaving she field the boter 1o re-
SELAF il fﬂlhpgiul. 'Fienuwp&‘mun:l w0 the come-
mencenent of oar urmmitlr

2
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CHAPTER IL

'H-ﬂh wu.rri. lemsant om ihy banka
1_. ﬂ. - 'I1.I.I:|! I’J‘I|l:l5I-|-'rn-|1llr1'|||-r|i.-
T W a
TS T L Ty g Ly e

'I'hruu the sugerers lveliness, mee when Beptember stopma
Aronse thaw b3 Ebe smgiry sl Ehal all Uy faco (defimas ;

Ared thine 1he retollectios ofd, which mskes (hee |.-n.-¢ln|]|:|' shiirss,
W hen happy theusumds saw theo move, and [archester oo ine ™

TuE sccmo is very rl1.|l:]|. altersd now.  [Borchester
balonga vo Ashley no lon It is o pame—a shadow.
The people aro gomo ; u.'n sits is distinguished by its
FUTlS qp'l The owl hoots ﬂuuql: the long :'u_glu
from the -ulﬂ. church-tower, and the ancient woods and
the quist wasers of tho I"i'!'t.l."FI.'l't! back, in melancholy
echoes, his ounoted cries,  The Carolinian looks on
the spod with & saldened spint.  The trees eromd
upan the mivcrent tharoughlare ; the I:lﬁnl"h'ripcr hnases
from the venerabde tomb, and the catile ze abung
the clustering bricks that dissinguish the old-1iise chim-
neysplaces.  ois mow one of prospects that kin=
dle try im the most jinsensable ohserver. It is oro
of the visible dwelling-places of Time ; and the mims
that still mock, 16 & cerlain extent, his destructive
progress, have in themselves n poinful chroaicls of
eapricions change amd varous allliction,  They speak
for the dead that lie bemeatls them in mo sbimied muen-
ber; thoy record the lending features of & long hisory,
erowiled witls vickssimiles,

Bt o pisrpaoso noaw ks with the past, and not with tha

sent. Wea go back to the tmes when the vill#_“- al
rehiestor wis fill of life, sl crowdod with inhakat-
anis i whon tho coaches of the wealihy planters aff
e neighbourhood thromged the highway ; whon (b
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bells from the steeple awosly colled o the Sakbask
worship ; and when, throa week, the shops were
erouded with buyars, the busy hammer of the
mechanic, and tha axe of the lbourer, sent up 1heir
mﬂ.l.ug nigses, NGaEing. Wpon a small seale, many of
the mors stiering attriboies of the great :llr. anid abl
of 1= life,: Dharchester then bad severl bundeod in-
habitamis. “The plam of the place les before me now=—
a pegularly lnid-our city, of ocl squares, with its
markel-place, i1s hotels, a its churches ; iks busy
wharves, and its lintls crafi of sloop and schooner,
E':n.g a1 anchor, or skimming aloag the cloar bosean of
1e Ashley in all the show of impulse and prosperty.
It bnid its garrison also, aed not the smallest portion
ol is din aml bustle arose from the fne boily of red-
coabe] mned lruu.ﬂl:radmned suldiers thon m:cu.prlug'lhu
squars ford of tapea-work, which s ihis day stamds
vpon the hill of Doschester—just where the Ashley
bends im with & broad SWEE bk thi nllaﬂe Sll@==in o
singualar state o dusabiliny snd presecvacion,
his fort commanded the river and willage alike,
The old bridge of Drchester, which ermsed the nver
at a linle distance above it, was also within ils range,
The woops sl Mregueat periods. paraded in e market-
place, aml every art was male use of duly o impress
upin the people the danger of any resistance o 4
pawer o capable to annoy and w punish. This being
ithe Gaam, it was a.l'ndlinn: la parceve lew dm:ih, haw
indlesid, were those inhabitanis, who, but & few
winks boforg, were in arms agains their presont miors,
and who pow only waileld a convenient sexson b -
sume the weapons which policy had persuaded them
1 lay asile,
None ol the villagers wers more dutifel or devaat in
their allsginnce than Richard Homphries—0Old Dick,
a8 his neighboses mono Elrnil;u-ly sivbod him—who
b liu ll " then the high tavem of s
'r;lfltg-. Th- i, h-ld"_l.' fuce of the good-natured Hamos=
varian hung in _f\-uL'Imlr befiore the tavern door, on one of
the two muin roads beading from the country through
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the town. The obd manarch had, in this exposed site-
wisom, mnda o repestad trinbs, AL the commence-
menl of the Hevolution, the lamllond, who r\:n]l].' onred
not who was kimg, hail been compelled by peblhie opin-
ion o take down the sign. replacing it with snmbior
mare congewinl o the popular feeling.  George, in the
mean time, wis assipned bess conspiceous Yodgings in
an ancient garret.  The change of circumstances re- .
stored the vemenahle portrait to ies place, and wvnder the
ng:unl' the British garrison, thers wore few nore
ugh-goang layalisis in the village than Kichard
He was n socinble old man, fomd of
dnnl'.. m.i g:-un-urﬂl.g.- serving his own glass whenever
called upon to replenish that of his customer.  His
heuse was the common tharaghinre of the wravolling
amil the e, The soblier, mot onduty, fosind i a pleas
sand lounge ; the I:d;?'. confident in the sympathies of
the landlond, amd solicitens of the good opinien of the
ruling pawers, made it his reguliar resort ; and even the
whig, compelled 10 keep down his patrotism, not an-
igely sauntersd shout in the same wide ball with the
ensmy ho feared anid hated, but whom it was no part
ofhis E-ulu.-_-r al the al mement 1o slairm or i
Emba. lIum mun thess |L-u|:|1Lnn; nlrnlmmnbnn.,
distanced al :um]unur-n in the village.  "The opposi-
tion house was maintained by a suspected whig—one
Pr:,rgr—uhn wis avodbod acconlingly.  Fryor was a
sturdy citizen, who asked no fovours ; smd i e did
mot avew himsal in the language of defianen, al the
same lime scorned 1o ke any steps o concilinto
tronage o do away with suspicion. He simply
hiz knt at the old-lime customer, mow pIn:irl;[ 1o ihe
other howse ; thmst his hands mio the pockots of his
brecches, and, with a maaful resignathon, growled
||:m-u£l1 hiz teeth as ho lmn'_'.‘uﬂ the prospect—st Ha
mF go aml ba d—l"™
Thas sort of phil ¥ wis agrecable enough to
]{ump]l.riiu, wha, Ihuug praflignte n some Tespaects,
was yvet sufficiomly worldly e have & close 1 tha
sccumulation of his sixpences. Hiz bouschold was
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well aerved ; for though himsell a widower, his daughter
Bella, a buxmm, lively, coquettssh but ]ﬂ:llarnltumd
ereaturd, proved no common heusckeeper.  She was het
a gl howower, anld, waniing the restrasning prossnce af
a madran, aml possessing buk little dignity herself, the
homss hsd its nitmctions Wmn}'.inﬂu frecidloms which
tha odd masr eicher did not or would oot see, and which
the girl kersell was quite Loo vosing, oo innocent, and
perhaps oo weak, -ul'1lau to find fault with. Her trus
meﬂﬁnn, lwiwaver, was in n brother not much older
than hersoll, o fne manly follow, and—though wih the
cantivas policy of all around him suppressing his pre-
ﬂlg:lunl far the time—a stanch pariisan of American
-

It was on o plessant afterncon in June, that a tall,
well-male youth, probably twenty-four or five years
of aze, rods Lq:-tuﬂudnnr-ul'lhq“{l e anf throw-
ing %El brdle 10 & servamt, nnumimgu hotel.  His
person had been obsorved; and his appearance duly
remnrked npow, by acvern] persons alroady sssembled
it the hall which be now approashed. 'The sew comer,
:ude-ﬂ]‘, was nol one 1o pass nmnoieced.  His person
was u{lmnury vsell, aml the ease with which be man-
a in steed, the unhesiting boldmess with which
he kopt an his way and gazed around him st @ Fru;d
and in & placo where all wero timad amd swspiciows,
could net fail 4a Ax attemtion.  His Gice, 100, was sig-
nificant of & charaetor of command, besides being finely
imlelligemt and telerably handsome; amd thowgh he
carried wa weapons that were visable, there was some-
thing oxceedmgly military in his movement, and thae
cap which he wors, made of some mative far and
slightly resting upon ane side of his thickly clustering
brovwn. hair, imparted & daring something o his look,
which gare confirmation 1o the idea-  Many wire tho
remarks of those in the hall as; boldly dashing down
the high-road, he left the church 1o the right, and mav-
ing along the market-place, came 31 once towards thi
“ Qlwarge,”™ which stosd oo the comer of Prinee and
Bridge strects,
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4 & bold chap with his spurs, that” exclaimed Ser-
gekil ]Illl-llil"l:h. al Lhe parrison, wha was n Erm'iqmt
guieat of the tavern, and had found no small dogres
al favour with the lwllond's danghier. © A bald chap,
that—ds you know lidm, 11 liries ™

This LS I:m.u.'.ghl the lsndlord 1o ihe window.
He looked inently upon the yoush &s he spgreached, bt
seomed ot faull

# [Know him? why ves, I think T do koow kim, sor-
{:11: that's— yos—ihat's—bless my soul, [ dom't

w bl all 1™

“ Well, be suro, now, Humphries,” coolly spoke the
sergeant.  ® Sgch a good-looking fellow ouglt not
i he forgottan, Bt e “lighes, aml we shall soon know
beiter.”

A Tew momaoma, amnd ke stranger made his qrir-n
ance.  The lamlbord bustled up w him, and offersd
assistance, which tho youth declined for himsell, o
gave directions for his horse's tendance,

“ Bhall be seen o, captabn,™ said the landlond

% Why do you call me enpiain ™ demanded the youth,
stormly.
at T’m me, doa't bo angry, squire : bl didn’ you
say you was a capiam 1™ apelogetieally replied Ham-

FLES.

] did mos.™

HWell, bless me, bal 1 eoubd have sworm vou did
—pow diln't e, genldemen t=—sergeant, dilo’t you
Toear—"

eIk maters nol,' the strnger interrugned ;= I8 mas-
tors mot. Yoo wers mistaken, anil these gr.u.lh-.ruuu
neod not be appeslsd to,  Have my homse eared lor if
you please. He has come far and fast to-day, and will
need @ good rabbing.  Give kim fsdiler mow, bat na
corm [or an hour.”™

[ akall be daie, Il:ll:w:uirl."|

s Hark s, frieml,” saod the youth angrily, * vou wall
not siyle me capiwin agnin, unloss voo woukl have
mosn han you can put up with, 1 am ne in, B
colonel, po commander of amy sort, and unless you
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!i'ru e Lhae army, will nat wear the tile Ho, umilers
stand me™

* Ak pardon, squire ; bat it comes 50 commoen—ask
Pmll:m. sir;” and tlvo bandlend shieflled off; i=he spake,
o sos after lids busapess, As be retired, Sergesnt
Hustings made wp i the new eomer, and with all
the eonsequonce of one having & portion ol anthoriiy,
amil accustomed o & IIFE'I! dun;.rue of defercnce from
those arcupd kim, proceeded fo adileess the youth on
the subject mabter of his momentary anmovance.

i “ Aml, with your leave, young master, where's the
harm in bﬂ;ﬁ eaplain or ealonel T | don®t see thai
thire's any oflence in @

% Nome, none in the world, sir, in being captaim or
colomel, bt some, 1 ake B, in being styled such un-
desarvedly.  “The olfice 15 good enongh, aml | have na
pﬁj:lli«unﬂ.ln ity bat I have wo bumour to be called Il:r
any nickname,"

& Mickname—why, d—n it, sir—why, what do you
mean! Dho you pretend that it's a mickname to be
callod an oflicer in his majesty’s woops, sie? I you
do—" and the serpeant concluded with a book.

o Pistols amid daggers! most worby alicer in his
majesty's troops, do ot leok sa dangerons,” replied the
youth, very coally. =1 have no sort of intention 1o
offeml expiain or sorgeant. 1 only heg ihat, a8 [ am
neither one nor the other, wobody m'll-:' farce me inta
their jackets.

& And why nal, young master I* said the sergeant,
somewhat paciBed, but still, ns ko liked pot the moan-
chalimce of U strapger, seomingly bent to press apen
him a more full development of his opinicna.  * Why
mot T  [s it mob henourable, | ask v, i leald has ma=
Jesty’s commizsion, aml woulkl you not, as a loyal sub-
ject, be very glad 1o accept ome a2 his bands 1

re was oo little interest manifested by the specs
iaiors s this question was pat, and they erpd more
closely abosit the besol stminger, but =il keepng at a
deferential distance from the sergeant.  He, too, looked =
forward 1o the reply of the youlh with some mterest.
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His head was sdvanced and his arms skimbo, and,
atationed in fwont of the porson e examined, in the
centre of the hall, his :I;Ems].' compact person and
rousd rosy face looked excendingly imposing in every
wye bt that of the porson for whose cepecial sight their
varous berrers beom put om, The youth seemed
m}'ad 'h-:|. thie |1r:r|:.||.=.-|:i.1.'r|.' af his assailznt, but ko
made an efort st composure, ol ater & briel pause
replied to the inguiry. .

4 Honoursble onough, doubiless. 1 know nothing
aboul the employment, and cannol say. As for taking
a comamssioen ak his mn.jr:llf’l hands, I dog™t know that
1 slsouhil dix sny sueh thing.”

The declaratbon produced a visible emotion in the
mﬂrﬂ'.l:.'. e or two of the spéctalors slul AWy
silently, and the rest scemed variously agicated, whily,
af the same tiiee, ane person whaom ke sranger lad
nod before soch=——a stou, gosd-looking man, seeming
in hambda life, and pot over bis own age—came ﬁrrwan{
and, with wothing osteiations in hess manier, pliced
hiensell l]DHPCiII'H af the man who h_il] s bod I,' di=
clared himeelll Sergeant Hastings seemed for an
instant almost paralyzed by whnt apgeared the audacaty
of the stranger. At length, detaching s sword rlr—
tially from the sheath, =0 that & few inches of the blade
became visible, he booked roand with a potential aspect
1 the com o sl then —

pi;niluh!—rmp:n:hu | mmm{::::&n fram the hands of
his majesty =indeed 1—and why mut, [ pray T

Cnmaoved by the solenmity of the E«'nﬂir:g.lh

with the uimost quistness roplie

“For the very bost renson in the world—I shoold
scarcely know what s do with "

= (bh, that's 31" sad the sergeant.  “ And =0 you
are mot 20 officor "

Mo Bve besn tolling you amd this drinking lel-
low, tha 1ln|:t|nn]rill thie B, thst [ am o officer, ad

1 neither of you seemssatisfied. Nothing will do,
you will pat me in his majesty’s commission, and
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make me a gencral and what not, whether [ will or
mo, But whore's the man f—Here, lamdlogd I

#an | serve, sir 7™ said a sofl voice, followed by
the pretty maid of the inn, the fair Bella Humphries,
whose porson was sow visible behind the bar

“ Yes, my dear, vou can ;™ and as the stranger youh
l:puh.a and the maid eouriesied, ho tpped her gently
wpon the chioek, anid begpod lhlt T m:nJg!L:h-u:huw-
his ek, sialing, ai the same Ume, the probabiliny
that would be an inmate for several d.:p afl then
tavern.  The sergeant scowbed Gorcoly = the libeny
thus taken, and the youth coubl not help seeing that
thi aye ol the !'i.rJ snink umiler the gl.im:u ihat the
former gave her, e sabd sothing, however, and taking
im his hamil the Liole for valise that be carned, the oaly
farmiture, besides saddle and brdle, worn I::,.' his horse,
I follvwsd thoe steps of Belln, who soon conducied
lam ta his chamber, and left him o those ablutions
which o long nde along a sandy road had rendored
panicularly necessary,

The sergeant moanwhile was not so well satisfied
with what had taken place. He was vexed that ho had
nod terrified the j'mllh-—ru:l:ed al his com
that he had tapped Belln Humphries upen her cheek,
and doubly vexed that she had suhmied with such
er.-.-ullam l':u i ﬂl!ll aforesaid wpping. The trath is,

ungs olumed some exclusive privileges
1|l|1l'| 1lu maifen. He was her regular E::w—ie-
stowed wpon ber the greater pan of his sdle time, and
had fattered himsell that he siosd nlons in ber esi-
mation ; aed 8o, porhaps, he dad.  His aventions bad
l‘l'l'l'l'l. bim a lhl] ﬂrn;mn of influence over her, and
what with his I:u speach, l'l'l!g:t‘l"l.ﬂ! uma.[n., n.nl:l
fashy wniform, pmlrlahad]mg Hinen been iau
nukmrlﬂlgn hiz wrnurhwhnﬂ. B the wn
Hesh, @ ition as maid of mn
;:I“ mhuwdmumny on ad eonfirm the neural
m. The kind wonls and innocent hnﬂmuh
me sfrnger were not TIHE Lo her,

l.lﬂlh fult ot that they interfored the claims of
Yor. [.—1
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the sergeant, or would be so disagreealde o him, umtil
sha ld the scowling glanec with which be - sus-

'rui:d Eheim.

the hall below, 10 which the landlord hiad mow
returned, Hastings gave witerancs to the spleen which
ihis mabter had occasioned,

= That's an impudent fellow—a very impudont fel-
low. 1 doo’t like him."

The landlonl losked up tomidly, and afior a bef
pause, in which the s Hrﬂ mumuml b paco tho
apauriment, agiin venbune peech.

a Amil what il yow lhlnl-u—l'h:uih you think e &g
seryean I

* How shoubd 1 know T 1 asked you: you kmow
m'utlhing: at least, vou preiend w. Why are you

ret Who s e !®

# fless me, [ can'l sa¥ I don’t keow,”

# What do you think he = ™

il Knows 1®

e :an.:.inl.:." = an :il1p'u.|l-u|:|l—n vEry suspicioes

™

# Do you think o, sergeamt I asked ane of thie per-
aons present, with an wir of profosnid o,

# [ do—n very suapioious person—one that shoald
be watched,”

4] oo nothing swepicioes aboul him," sxid another,
the same individual who had placed himsell besade the
stranger when the wmith of the scrgeanl was u:pl:ﬂnﬂ
o biwrst mpom hios, and whon he hed netoally laid his
haml upan his sword,  * [ see nothing suspcions about
b stranger,” saud the upnn]'.-nn hnmly..*t:-:epl that e
doean't like o bo trowbled with foolish q!ln:-ltinm."

# Foolish questione—Cfoolish questions ! Bloss me,
Johm Danis, do you know what 're a-saying I"
The lamdbord spoke in great 1-wp|£nnn. and
himself as leo adirossel Davie, betweon him and
the sergeant,

“ Yes, | know perfoctly what I say, Master Hum-
plries; aml | say it's very anmanpcerly, the way in which
the siraiger his bovn posteted with [solish questbons,
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I say it, and | say ivagsin g and T don't care who boars
i 'm oready 10 sl p b what | sap.”

© [fless mie, the boyv's m:.d' h.n'lr sergeant, dom’t
mingl him—he's cnly 6 -nl:ah..

# Wlimd bim—oh mwo | _lnmj‘ﬂung mamn, do you
gen that tree ! It won't take mech ireason to tuck you
up these,"

“ 'Treason, indeed! 1 wmlk no treason, Sergeant
Hastngs, and [ defy you 10 prove any agin me.  I'm
mot io be fnghtened this time o' day, I'd have you to
know ; and though you are & sidger, aml wear a red
caat, bet me tell you there's a tough colt in the woods
that your two begs can't stradifle.  There's no treason
in that, for it only concorns cne person, and that cne
person i own s=1i,"

“ You rebel, is it =0 you ak to a sergeant
in his majeaty’s serviea ! “Faka T Mand nlh ths
worils, with his sword drawn ot the instast, he made a
stroke with the flat ol it st the head of the standy dispu-
T, whu:h, as the laner somowhat anticipated i, he
m.l]:m: welade. This was done nﬂmtlvrmﬁ
aned with o Ind;gu club which stood eonvemently im 1
corner, lvo prepared himsell withow fear 1o guand
lg:luul: a mpetll:u:n'l of the l.l:-l.l:l]t. when the
about whom the eoil had arisen, now made his appear-
amca, and at onee interposel between the pariies,
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CHAPTER IIL

WL o weritden bonada l'—-'lll-ll.“-npl"l-.
Ared in enr Like hexten haunds,
w-mﬂhu&w hlubuh ot =Mk e hand

Hasmines turmed firionsly at the interroplion ; kbt
the stranger, though entirely unarnsod, stood ¥ dnd
bocked on him with comnposure.

“That's & beight swonl you woar," said he, * but
soarcely & good strole, and aay thing but & gallast
one, Muaster Bergeant, which you make with . How
Bow, is it the fashion with English soldiers to deaw
upon unanmed men 1™

The adidresaed] turned wpon the speaker with
2 scowl which seemed 10 promise that he woald
trunsfor some poriion of his anger i the mow-
comer. He hadl no tione, howerer, 1o do more than
fock kis wrash at the interruption; for mmong the
many porsocns whom the moive had Brought o the
scene of actbon was the fair Bella Humphries herself
Bhe wailed not an instant fo place hersell boiween
the parties, and, as il her own inteeest in the persons
caoncormod gave hor an espesial rght in the meitor, she
fearlessly passed under the raised weapon of Has-
Lings, :ldn!rnﬂi.ng ham impl..:ring]r'r, wnd with nm zir of
inscinsey, whech wes, perhaps, the worst feasere in the
business—a0, a8 least, e inlivideal appeared to think
to whose succour she had come.  His brow Iackensd
still mare a1 her npproach, and when she imerfored 1a
proventihs strif, 8 mutered core, ball-asdible, nss
tir his fips ; and brandishing the cleb which he had
wielded with e Lile resbivess belore, he sesmed
miord ikan aver desirows ol TN Wing the eombat, um-u']j
at all its disadvantages, Bufthe panics around genor-
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inderfered to provent the progress of the srife
ﬂ Helln, whose mind lmmmrnpeﬂ'unly ussured af
Hastings® invipcibility, sildressed her prayers anly o
him, aml i behall of 1he other,

# Wow don't sirike, Master E'-urg«uulmih'l,]g:z‘!
Johin is omly fnolish, and dos't mean any harn 1
ik miod, I ey you 1™

i H:—g’ for yﬂ'urlt]l'. Bella ]lumﬂlh'ﬂn—-] dant want
any of your begging for me.  I'm no chicken, and can
ho{d my own any day agzinst hime  Bo don't coneo be-
tweon ws—you in panicular—you had better keep
away.”

The countryman spoke Terociously; and his dark
ove, long black hair, and swanhy cheek, all combined
ta jrive the expression of ferce anger which his words
expressed.a lively camestncss nod ill-adapted o sustain
them. ‘The gid loked on him reproachiully ss he
mh. though & close obscrver might bave seen @ her

Lares & something of conscious efror amd (njustice.
It was evident that the parties had boen at one period
far more itimate thas now ; and the yousg stranger,
abowt whom the coil had begin, saw in an instant the
irue situstion of ihe twxin, A smile pessed over his
features, hist did not reat, as his eyoteok inal a glance
the twolold expresaion of Bella’ face, standing beiween
hier [overs, preventing e Apht-—seowled on I'm'i.u'u.llg
by the ene, and most affectnately leered ot by the
othar.  Her appeal 1o ihe sorgeant was 50 conpliment.
ary, thal even were he nst vashamed of what lse hod
already done in commoncing a canfest sa uncqual, he
msust have yickled 10 i and ?nrhnmn: aml sodme of his

ration, too, might have arisen from his porceiving

the hestile jealousy of spict with which has rival pe-
Fllull her preference al himsell. His 1'l.m'l_l|rwl.| L
hsted in the application of the maiden, snd with a
becoming fomilmoss of exproasion in his glapee, tuming
‘oo b coquette, ho gave her o endecstamd, whals
thrusting his sword back inte the scabbard, that he
cansented to marcy on the seore of her application.
Btill, as Daris mﬂ: alvow of Gght, and stood

2
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srugly ensconcod behind his chnir, defving and even
inviting assault, i was hecosssry that the sergeant
shvield draw of 'I'hnnn'unhl:,f from ihe conbesi 'hile
returming the weapan to the sheath, therofore, he spake
ta his enemy in language of indulgent warning, not
mamixed with the miliary Uhreats commson at the

i Hark you, goed fellow—yei're bial & small man 1=
loak ous for danger, and there's too litde of you, after
all, for mse wo ook after. 1 let vou off this timse ;  but
yoa're o techlish terrisory, amd il you meve bug one
side or the oiler, ynu'n: bul a Joat man after all. 1=
mol u sl chanes 1w show rebel signs on the i:':n.g‘a
highway, and you have an ugly squirting st dissifve-
tiom. - My oyes are om you, now, and il 1 bl see you
wink, or CAT Vil hint, treasong=—ay, treason, rebellion
=1 =a it in your eyes, L wll you—bus wink it or look
it mgadn, and you know s short work, very shor
work, and & shorter Joume:.'., 1o the taght o pes und the
branching wee.”

The speaker lovked rownd significamly upon the
company as he aitered n waming and threat, which,
thaough sddressod particularly 1o the refractory country-
man, were yet evidently as much meant for the benefit
ol ithe resi.  Not that ihe 'l'ﬂl'lhr sergeant had any rea-
son far uttering lanfeage which, in all respects, seemed
so graluidons ; bt this was of a pleca with she wantoaly
impelickous babits of his supemors, from wham, with
thiz readiness of subonlinateon; bhe made (ree to borrow,
snd, with aa linle discrimination, quite as lrequently
amployed i1, not less for the gratificatson of his vanity
than [or the exerciss of his power. The lp-m:e-h hadl
wormething of s usual effect,—keeping in silence those
whose love of talk might have promgbed w occasbonal
remark, though withoat any serous feeling in the mat-
ey .ll.ql.l. l-lululuirl.g Ihnmlnghlr all demomsiratsons of
dislike on tha ﬁﬁ of the few, who, fealing ihings mores
deoply, might be disposed miber 1 set than 1o speak,
when under such provecation.  However the PEFROBE
arvand may have felt a§ the moment, they were gone-
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'Iﬂl}"ﬁ'lﬂ-ﬂﬂ'h‘ﬂﬂ-li to be silent. Ol Humphri

abona, with uplified hands, and somewhat totched wish

ligeor, now sesing all dsnger over, came forward, and
in.hplﬂlhuur[lml.rﬁﬂ]miu f—

“ Why, bless us; ae you talk as il you were
among ihe enémies of ilnn]ﬂqgud il & his
gonl frionds and weoll-wishers, Now, I'm sure | ean
answer for all here.  “There's Jones and Baxier,
and ‘Tom Walker there——all trus Mus—right laysl
fellows, who drink the health el 'I{.'iqg E“
bleas him |—whenever they ean got & drink ; aid as for
Jack Davis, bless us, sergeant, there's no beiter boy
in (roose Creak, dmu;h he i crose l.ud.ml,'ppilh when
his fit's om, and mo chicken either, as he says himaolf,
Ia'"ll figha for his majesty sy day, | keow, s w0
esstake in him—there's oo mistake o any of the boya
==] cam answer for all that's liem, u!ﬂjl—" ‘and here

the landlond pawsed in one of the longest ha
had ever e, and his eye rested do y upon e
person of ke siranger.

H E:l:r::-pt mie sud  the  latter, Eﬂniq' forward,
looking Hastings attentively in the face s he spoke,
and at the same time placing his hand with some linke

is upon the shoulders of old Humphries—* ox-
cepd mea, Master Humphnes, for whom you can say
iothing —od whem you kaow nothing—bst about wherm
you are excessively cerious, Y ouoaly know | ampata
captain, nor yet a calenel ; and a2 1 hava mob sstisfbel
wour desires on thess subjects, of course you camno
amswer for oy boyaliy,™

= [leas s, no; that 1 can’s, stramper.”

# Hat [ ean, Master Humphries, and that'a opovgh
for all paries ; and | can say, as you have alresdy sanl

these gestemen, that my loyalty is qaite as good as
that of any around me, as we shall all soe in season,
And mow that this quarsel is ended, let me only beg of
the worthy sergeant hers, that he may not be so quick
1w draw his weapon wpon the man thet is vaarmed.
The action i by mo mesns so creditablo o the sal-
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dior, nndl ene that he , meost probably, 0 time,
ﬂuﬁmhuhumnﬂ:f.mnd l}p-ml-rh:!m' ot
e perfect coolness anc scli- i
siranger; in this heicl interlude, confoumled Hastings
net lesa than it did the rest.  He knew pot in what
character to bohald him, amd, bt that he was rather
siolsd than otherwise, :ﬂ'i.:h'l have exhibated traces af
that eonfusion which his miml eonainly felt.  But the
air of superiority which the othor manifested, snmoyed
him 100 § to give way to dowbt or indetermans-
fiom § he was aboul 1o answer ronghly, when a re=
mark which Davis mads, of o churlish naiure, o the
coquattish Bella Hemphires, who sill Bagered besideo
the sergeant, attraciod the labter's atlentbon, and giving
n glance to the speaker, be threw his collecied spleen
in that fuarier, whale n.ﬂndr-ruirbg tha g‘ir]—

& Boe, pow, that's tha wou got for saving him
from punishment. He doesnt thank you at for
what you've done,”™
i %N, that 1 doe't!™ eried thoe incorrigible Thavis:
& awe her as linle thanks as [ owe you Kimlness,—
ad T'll pay off both some day. 1 can hold my own
writhaut Er help & and s& for her begging, | doa't was
=1 won’t have B—and [ deapise 11"

8 What's that ™ cned lIl.Il.iﬂE‘l.' with o show of
returning chaler.

= Mot |i|l,g, sorgeant, 1Iﬂ'||:|i||g; doa't mind what ba
says; hw's only foolish, and dont mean amy harm,

o lake your heainad away from the aword, [ ]Jq! ’“,"

The girl looked so prenily, as she hin ko Bie
quiet, that the soldior rebonaed,  Her deferential solici-
tiaile was all-infloemial, and softewed moch of the harsh
feeling that might have existed in his bosom, Taking
her arm inds his own, with & eossequential sirs,
amil throwing & look of contempt wpon his rival as be
passed, the conqueror moved away into the adjoining
apartment, 10 whicli, a3 his basiness scems private an
proseml, W shall not presumes 1o fallow him.

His depariure was tho wignal for removated] lifa
in severnl of those persens who, in the previous scena,
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seemed quicscent encugh. The merously came
forward to Davis with advice l.l:f?!'nF::ﬂ.l]." cvul.}l;'l.lul tia
Eeep kimsell out of harm's “{e“d swhmit, most ¢iv-
illy, like a good Christian, o the gratuioes blow and
it ﬁnmuudn;uulmm;llhu:l was the land.
lonl.

s Maw, bless me" said he, * Johs, my dear bay,
why will you be afier striving with the sccgeant !
You know can't giznd spapst him, and where's
the geo T He's quite top tough & colt for you o man-
age, now, 1 el you”

“ Ho you think, Master Homphnes=—a0 you think.
Buat 'm not so surs of il,mw.'h-].' hall: [ can stand g
thamp as well as any man—and 1 haist lived so long
iﬁ;ﬂnﬂnw G::lh-lnq: ukmiwh“l']lmh Ve ane oo,

il L 1] it—yoa, [ say, Lo W e
[ don®t abiogeiher see.™ B

= Eh, Jobin—how [ stned it ! Bless us, what ido you
mean, boy T He don’s wouble me—INbe dan’s threaten
me —Um a pood subject to his majesty.™

The yowl laughed irreverently, and the stramger,
whin been standing apar, but still within hearing,
noted the imcident with a eonsiderable show of interest
in his eountenancs.

& Amid what do vou lsugh for, John! Doa'y, boy—I
pray you, dan’t, t's have a glass ogether, then say
whal Vil . Crood oldl Jamaiean! Won't yau _:juu'q
us, stranger I

The Youth declined, and Daxis proceeded—

My meaning’s soon said, Master 1l|:u:lui!|.ri|:l_ I'm
snrry i Bee—" and hers, with a praisoworthy delicacy,
ke whispered in the ald man's ear his objections ta g
large degree of intimacy existing between the Hritish
sergeant and his preity danghier.

“ (s, go, John! there's g0 harm, boy.  You're only
jealous ‘cause she terned you el

“ Tumed me off, indeed I" reaponded the other, in-
dignantly and alouil— warned me off ! No, Master
Humphries—not so bad meither.  Bat s no uae alk-
ing—you'll know all in time, and will wish vou loed
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minded what [ tobd vou. But go your own gait, vou'l
groew Falter upom it;” &nd with this o very m!::-prwalh
ithe d.t-ppm.l:u:d Laver lumoed nwWay,

This seens had mot been lost upos the stramger youth,
whough linke reganded by the cbor permsonages, who
hadl each made his speech and 1aken his drnk and de-
parture. There was much mors nTru-.'l;m that we do
nist eare 10 reeonl, but which, duly noted by the e of
the omd obsrrver woowhom we have made especial rofes-
ence, was held not nnwuﬂl::' in his mmd af f
cowsiberation. He had scem a dogged disposition on
the part of Davis to broak amil to quarrel with the
Biritish sergeant; amd theugh he cleagly saw that
much of this Jilrulili-un aroae, &8 old Humpl.ln'u humd
masorted, from a jealous dishike of the inimacy between
Bella and tho porson i question, be vet perceived that
nsany of tle phrases maile use of by the countryman
imidicated any thing bat respect or good feeling for the
British suthority. There was a sturdy brusquencss
in his air and mapmer, when the other s 10 him of
trenson, which said that tho erinee was, afler all, 2 venial
omo in his mind ; aod this disposition, tible o= ot
must have been to the sergesnt, not l];:nfﬂan 1 the
stranger, might doubtloss have prompied moch of that
viobenes on Ris which had boen so I1.n.:|1pi|'_lr il in
time arrested,  Mor was thore any thing precipitabe of
uncomneon i what e sergeans bad done.  Such ex-
hihilinms were common in the hiter amd l.II:I'I.ﬂl'W-I.l]ﬂI:II
warfmre of the sonth.  “The word and the klow, and fre-
quiently the blow fiest, was the habitaal mede of silen-
cing, mob ireason, kul all manncrof o rom 1 aml this
was ihe injudicions course by which the Rritish, re-
ganling Seuth Carclina as a conijuersd provines, re-
volted the ar fecling from all sympathyr with their
authority, rovoked that spirt of determined resist
mnce nnid hostility which, in 2 fow woeks oaly afier
this event, blazed op threughaue the whole eoloay, from
one end u the otler, and commenced that series of
harassing operations, the partisan warfare, which, in
epite of frequent defeats, cut off the forging partics of
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'!IHI Briush army, dessroyed it resources, dininishod
(L} CRIRE RS, conikracted 11 :phﬂrc ol npuﬂ.li.mu. d.,i'l_r.
e, 10 the e, drove tho invader wo e seaboand, and
from thence to bis duparting vossels.

Oid Humplnes followed Davis 1o the door, oml
l';‘ti: remeweil the coaversation, The Busllard soemed
bty have a good Feeling for his guest, wha laid peobalsl
been a crony of hi= own, and a favoured lover of hi}l::
dzughter, belfore the Brtish army hasd made 13 =
amee 1o compel a :hmg‘n al pnl.il:iﬂl sentiment im tha
one, or a Brtish sergoant, in his red cost and sound
face, 1o eflece as groat a rovalsion in the hosom of the
athor.  His ohjeot seemed 1o be 1o persuade Davis into
a more cautioos habil of [orbeamance, '!'I:I.H:I.{:Pﬂhl'lg
ufﬂuniuiqpnwmliuﬂhumudﬁm the wn-
hesitating natwre of the enemy whon punishing what
thiy Bold rebellion, s of the severe kinds of punish.
meil put in cxercise on such cccasbons.  Bud whether
it was that tlie I'D'Ijl}" fedi .wrt'l:p,m:r m'l;‘_lr e
calm reflection, the loss of his sweethesrt—or whether
the assault of the sergeant had apened his eyes 1w the
doubslil tonure by whach the American beld his secu-
rity under the male that now prevailed throughout the
land—may mot well be said ; but there was a reckless
mulacaty in his replies 1o the friendly suggestions of
the landlord, which ball-frightened the latior personagn
ot ol lis wits.

# ' ruther eat ACMMSE, DIOW, F-Illl.-l:ll'|ll'.|r|:||:|'|b|r'|'.-|:.lr Ieall
you, and sleep in the swamps in August, than bush I'I'I.{
tomgue when [ leol i's right o speak, ‘They shan'
erow over me, though [di for it; and let them look
out; for 1 tell you now, Dhck Homphries, Sesh and
blood ean’t stamd thoir persecutbons. Thero's ma
chance for life, bet ‘lone property.  Leok how they
did Framplon's wilie, arel =he 1n such a way § l.mﬂmly
throe days ago they tied up Tom Raysar's litike boy
Ben, :ng wo him & mader of lashes with kick-
ories thick as my thamb, amd becassa the boy
woplibn't 12l whese his fathor was nding.”

“Bal vou soe, Johm, that all eame of the hiding.
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1 hmugmtdﬂnmhd not 1aken o thoe swamp,
d':;la ol Iudy would have beos let alome, and the boy
wouldn't have been whipt.  Aint they in arms now
against his majosty 17

= Yea 3 and if las majesty goes on after this fashion
thoeee will be a fow more, | exn tell you  Now, you
yoursell, Dhck Humphries, [ put it toe voursell, whethor
the thing's right, and whether we ouglt o stand i
Now, I know you of old, and know you're no more a
boyalist than—"

s Hush! Dese us, John Davis, how you talk, |
bush, hesh !™ and with an air of the greatest treps
tion, looking arcund aml perceiving that, though the
stranger appeared o be reading very sameatly from
the pages of the ¥ Rayal {{:hll'lﬂlﬁ'#n? Gazote,” ba
was yob within hearing, she landlord bed kis compamion
fariher from e door, and the coaversatbon, as ik pre
eocded tnoits comclusion, was entirely ost to all ears
but their own. |1 was poi leng befose Humphries re-
twrned 1o the hall, and emleavosred 1o commence a sort
of desubiory ilia with the siranger guest, whasg
preseacs had ced the provious quareel. Bt this
personage scemed to desire no such femiliarity, for
scarcely had the old men begun, whis throwing down
the sheet he had beea reading, and shrssing upon his
hoad ihe rakish cap which the while resicd on
his knee, he rose his sest, anld moving rapidly o
thi door of the apariment, followed the sweps -ul'r{h-
vis, whom he bebehl pursuing his way along the main
h'ﬂmu]ludluwmllﬂmﬁﬂr. "l"'h-up.lh'w“
clear in this quastor; nod & scliary being, bat them-
solves, was w be seen—hy them at least,  In the cens
tre of the bridge—a crazy structure of ill-adjusted
timber thrown over o pedst of the stream where 8
miost narrowed—the pursaing stranger overiook the
mgalily-wandernng coantryman,  He = him in
!1|:u prl}gl'ﬂln 1 could eome ap witly him, l:_lr a
friendly hail; and freely approaching him, tendered
hisn his open hand in 2 snl salwtation.  The ather
graspord it with hoaest pleasere.
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aster Davis, for such, [ believe, is your nangs,”
Elfrmi:]r. HrIu;:I“ E'ﬂ thanks for so
musl L EN¥ quar-
unsloratand dm?rm h*u,nh 'H'iT'I.lIIE.I- :niditr-
Was 00 my account ansd 'lh:mg;li like yoursell,
ln-l-d o fight my bactles, | moust yeu thank
yoia fior the good spirit whach yon kave shown in this
matier."

“Hnllmtl,:lnngu, I don'e know what pamo i
call you—"

¥ No matter | names are unmecessary, ad the fewer
known the better in thess doubsful times. [ eare ot
o utter mine, though s has but lide value, Call me
whint you please.” ‘The other looked mrpnm], Tmat
stll angisfied, and igul mler this feshion—

i Well, squire, as [ said, owe me w Wanks al
all in this 'r.l'm-l'Jl.mlgh il 1ake up the matter on
:.rmhnni:,:it was because | had a litile sort of hanker=

b take it up om oy own. | have had =
:'lh: E:llw:wmd | ﬁh:h": -I‘.'I.h! mtﬁ whmg]:itﬂ
u 0 i1 had @ beginn:

o has done wrong ' half sifirmativoly, half
v, maid hrl:.ﬂdm

i Reckon e has, squine, and no small wrong neither ;
it that's neiher hers nog thore, sosing there's linla
help for ™

“ How ! nohelp for 56! What may be the natere of
this infury, for which & man with your linabs asml spiric
can find oo help ™

The countryman looked at the spraker with & curiow
exprossion, in which a desine w0 confide, aml a proper
hesitaney in indrusting his secret I]:l:ughu- 18 a strans
ger, wore mingled equally.  The ather beheld the ex-
pression, and resdily diviming the difficulty, proeeeded
to romsove ik

i This mas has iﬁm:l‘.'d Foil, friend Davis: il
are hit match—-more than his match ; you have better
make and mascle, aml mnpﬁm:ll&l quite a5 well
as ba his voul oL bave jus-
tica if you desire 17

Vou. 1.=D

L1

ik
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#1001 degive " eriod the other, and hiz black
“ [ do desire i, squire; but there's

apainst me, of wo'ill a-beon at it nfore this,™

“ What odds

i [wak thers ™ mnd nx Davia 'mphtd he poimbed o
the [arteoas upon the o ite hill, m few handred yarls
oll, where the croes of Grest Britain siroamed high
among the pine-trees, and from the entrance of whi
ot thai very moment, s small boudy of regulars wera
Peuring ouk igbo the sireds, and proceesling with manial
music ba the rulrlrl-plal:a..

| pen,” peplind the otier—=T aeay hat why should
thiey prove odds against you ina porsonal aflir with
this gergeant ! You have justice from thein surely.™

# Justies '—aneh Jﬂ-ulbl"l;." ns W tary i:lpl.a.iq !iwn
when he wanta yoir horss, snd dos’ want o opay for
" Ihvis replicd truly, in hss summing up of British
j.lu.:lir:a af that ol

“ Ikus yom drt:r:u: maan o sy that e peaplo wold
noi be protected, were complains propedy mads to the
officers ™

“1 do; and what's worse, complaim enly after
new hickories. Ome man was umppﬂlllp ouly yeatar-
day, hecamse bo compleined that Corporal Townes
kiched liis wife and broke his erockory. They gave
him a lmdred busles.™

“ Aml wot loyalty must have its advaniages, more
than b this nsage, else™—amd & smile of bger
BOOTT J’tHIﬂIIIIII thie lips of the speaker as he finished
the sentemce—* glae tlsere woulil not be 0 many to
love i so well amd subiin v it so patiently .

l;ﬂl"l'l-n countrymsan gazed eamestly ab the speaker,
whose eyes wers full of a most searching expression,
which wy;hl niod bir pnisisderstood, d

¢ [hang it, stranger,” be cried, * what do you mean—
wiho are you 1"

= A man==0m0 who hzs not asked for a Broash
tection, nor submitted 1o iheir hickories )™ mnd the fom
of the stranger was elovaisd duoly a5 he spoke, and
his eye was lighted up with scomnful fires, a3 his re-
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ference was male muliﬂﬂﬁ‘h the many in ithe pefgh.
bourhood who had done boeh, The man's fce was
fluskisd whien he hean his r:-|1|:1l,"; the fears ﬂ'n.lh-n:.uﬂ
in his eyes, nnd with & bitier smphasis, though in Jow
tonpes, 85 il leo felo all the shame of his ackovwledg-
ment, he replied—

“iEod corse me, het T did] 1 was one of thess wha
ek 8 pl'ﬁb-ﬁtliﬂrh Here it is—here's the paper- Here's
where | sobl my country, and put mysell down in
biack and white, 1o bp beaten like a dog with hickories.
But it's not too late ; and look you, stranger, [ beliove
yvou're treo blee, bus i you sint, why it's all de same
thin care pot—you may gotell quick as you please
bt | will break the bargmin,™

“ Jow '—speak ™ and the form of the ather was ad-
vanced and seemed 1o dilate, as he walched the sarmest
glow m uﬂ fenture of his compamion.

“ How '—biy learing wp the paper: sea"—and, as ha
|puh::. he tore indo s=mall bits the guarnmiy af Hrizish

rodessting, whicl, in common with mast of his neigh-
Lﬂ he bad been persuaded to accept from the com-
masdant for his security, ssd s 3 comlbition of that
retarn, which he iladgu{ at the same tinss, 1o his duty
ook i 3 o vy hande” exclaimed |

= Yoar life isin m " axchni B comipan-
ooy, deliberately.  # Your life is in my hands.”

= Teke it I" eriedd the countryman, and he (hrew him-
el wpon lis while his Gngers clutched Gercely
the knifes whicl he carried in his bozom. His =mall
porsom, slighe but active, theown back, every musclo in
ackian and 'rl:d:p firr conlest B leis broad -Brinpmed wlhite
hat dashed from his brow; his black ﬁ:ﬂr hair
dizshevalled and flying in the wind ; lips ¢ UM
pressed, whila his deep, dark eve shot forth of
ANECT, ﬁ.ﬂcdj' ulli.um'ug ihe l]l.ﬂkr sallow ol his cheek
—all gave w him a most impesing oxpression of ani-
mated Life and courage in the eye of his companion,

- it—tuke the warthless Life ! he cried, inlow
But emphatic accents,  * [ s wonhless, bat you will
fight for K"
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The other regarded him with o look of sdmimtom
sobsered ima calm,
 Waour life bs in my hands, bat it is safe.  God for-
bidd, Master Davis,” said he, with solemnity, * God
forbid shat I should assail . I am T liriend,
vo dome.

m@ﬂl&lﬂd l::j-ull:r.-ll:l'lrlnt you o
have e well and nobly in destroying that evidenee
of your dishonour ; for il is dishosour w barter ane's
country amd its liberties for dastandly secunt T
onn's miserable life.  You have done 1|I|'nn-|l bt b ot
rash,  Your movoment mast be in guiet, Hmhlug' rashy
nul.lms' IFIl.HIE\- E'rur:p lLtp- yoaL now take must
b ome of caution, for yoar path is a the steeps of
danger. But come with me—you know more.
First sccure those l-:rql they may tell t-llu upsan
you ; ®quick hand and close “:H:.:nrnj' put them ”ﬁ
ther then your neck be his game for
hﬂbcrymmplrﬂmmd you of. Bt what now—
whiat aro the wroops ahoa 1™

‘Ihe countryman looked, at his I:I:H'EG.I:I.IIIZI'I questin,
and behell the troops l:l:l'l‘l]'ll o marke
whils the note of e |tl|.-.-ﬂah and u oueas
sinmal sullen tap of the gutheered the crowd of
the village around them.

“ I n proclamation, squire. That's the market-
place, whero they read i fest. They give us one
every wo or three days, sometimes about one thing,
soemednmes anolher. tha Eﬂﬂtlhlllﬂd.h:lhﬂ whi
thaugh it may be their own, there's o proclamation

o't mind them much, for they only tell us w be
quiet and orderly, and, Heaven knows, wo can't be more
0. They will next go to the church, where they will
again il. Thas's nigher, and we can get round in
time 1o hear what it 5. Shall we square ™ Tl
other oxpressed his willingness, asi leaving the bridge,
they pracesded in the direction of the crowd,

*We have two or thee rﬂthmumdﬁllmtmm
mhjl-hﬂri-ﬂllpﬂnhm
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CHAPTER 1V.

Erep thy coanss] w

Arsl fear medl. W ahall male with @ in Eima,
Al wpl Wb whs wisill alaks se W am lped
Amsl confidenily slrong—bave prms ared men—

(o Friiaws in the wood, ﬁlmllmllh

Whes blows are 10 be boene.”

Ftl*ﬁnﬂiﬂum;nlﬂhmmpmu
moved from the bridge to the place of !l.th-u.n.ng It
wu Er0t h-:.rm they foumd thomselvis inthe thick

af the ora the green plot i (wont af the clorneh,
froamn l!ll.- s of which the heavy roll of the dram
cammanded ﬂn atbentbon from  the ce. The

tsmation which the commander ¢ gartisan it

heater now pmuﬂ!ﬂ o read to the molbiods,
was of no small impostance.  lts contonts wers wall
calculated 10 ssound and tezrify the Carolinians who
beard it, It was one of the many movensents of iha
British commander, anforiunsiely for the cause ol roy-
ﬂl}' mﬂutrt;rul..'nhu:h more lhan any Ih.ing'bu-:'
contrihwied to sroase and irvie that spint of resisi-
ance on the part of the invaded which it should
have been the studivus peliey of 1be invaders (o mallify
el suppross,  The decwnont in question had beon
just aaed by Sir Henry Climgon, declaring all paroles
or protections granted hunbeno 10 be mall and void, and
requiring tha bolders of them, within vmenty days, to
resume the charcter af British sshjects—taking up
arms am the qm.nf hus mlju'l:,lr!ﬂl.l-&.tﬂ
their hrﬂl:rm, l-ll'ﬂ-!'.;{:-ll'l of being treabed ns rebels 1o
his govermment. motive of Hir He EJr i
movement so exceedingly injulicious, may
comjestured froin the concuarrent :lr:um 1llu
time. ‘The continental army, under De Kalb, was on
its way to the ﬂmh—-ﬁﬁ had been ordercd to com-
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mand it—and this intelligence, though not ge
known to the people of Carcling, could mot long be
withheld from their possession. It was necessary b

keep them from any co-operation with their g
ing friomeds  and Bo more ofsctosl mode, gimply eon-
gicored] by hself, could have beem su 1o the

mied &l the Braton than thear mq:h:rmﬁ. under his
own banners.  This apart, the invasion of the adjoiring
states of Virginia HMaorth Carolina had been
since determined opon, and was now to be aitem
Troops wors wanted for this purpess, and no policy
epemed bever than to expend one set of rebels wpon
snoiher. 18 was also necesanry to secure the conqueresd

vines ; and the terrors of the hangman wese frovi-

oty held o, in order to impel the conquered o the
minor risks of the bayomet amd shot.  The orvor was
8 [zial ons.  From that hoaor the declossion of British
m‘zr was procipitately hurnied in Carolina: the

all confidenee in those who hed already so grosaly

deceived them ; for the condition of the prdection or
parale called for ne milisary service from the citizen
wheo took it.  He was simply to be nowtral in the con-
toat; and however wnwo may have been the spirit
oolmsenimg even o this comdlition, it ennsot be densed
that o foul deception had been practised themn,
The consequences were mevitahls ; ;nddummnad
hostility of the fos was on the of tha
Caroliniang, with o wholesale seom of want of
probity manifested by the cnomy they were now not
sa unwilling to encounter.

Fram the ehurch-porch the proclamation was in
road eo the mmﬂ midtitude.  The nmwﬂqw:::-
vanously composed, and various indeed was the ofiect
which it produced among them.  The siranger and his
companion, 81 3 linke dastance, listened closcly o the
w of the inatrismeont ¢ l.ﬂl]tm.ilﬂqf_jﬂ:ll'. ot -
marked by Davis, played over the features of the
former as he heard itpesl.  The later looked his indig-
nation: ke could pol understamd why such n
should give pleasere to bis comrade, and :M
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1E'aen- m:.llh.itp-m-.dumn]ini'lha pecaston of his

'*]I: myw.qﬂu?lm;ﬂ:uik‘."
ie please me—much, very much,” reaponded
Eu.m" qmvr-klr, and with emphasis, but in o whasper

“ What I" with more carnestmess, said the country-

man—" what! does it please you 1o histem w0 such
i as this? [ do not usderstand you.™

Mot so lowd, comrade ; you have & neck, and these
fellows a rope : besules, there’s one to the lelt of &s
whose looks [ like not™

The cihor wrned in the direction signified, and saw
the propricty of his companion's caution, ss he beheld
within a few feet the harsh features of the nolorious
Captain Huck, = furicus and bloody tory-leader, well
knawn, and beld in odious estimatson, throgghoat the
neighbourhood. The strunger wemt on, still whis-

rnng—

“ Lok pleased, (mend Dhavis, i you can: this s
hﬂﬁl:l&lﬂlhﬂ'l"l.ﬂ:hllt falss coloars io the enemy.
I am pleased, really, as you think, and have my rexson
.Enr'bemglu-.-hich]m lhlu-'ipldndtlmu. Take
breaih, and lsten.”

The paper was fnished, and the detachment moved
miun}-m ﬂu“[im‘rgu']‘nem"lhu crawd
fodlowing ; owd there it was again read, Cuar two fn
kepe together, and poo with the mititude, The
mur was emimendly watchiul and observani: he

wall the seatiment of indignation which all faces
manifested ; thers coald bo no doubt of that expres.
sion.  The soher farmer; the the thooghtless I.nll
heared planier of the neights , the l!nlﬂﬂ
mechania, the pety chapman— —all had in their quh
that severe soberpess which showed a thoaght and
#pirit, activa, and more o ba m.p:ﬂd, as they were
kopt 50 well restrained.

* God save the king !™ cried the officer, as he con-
clded the instrament, from the stepa of the 1avem.

“ Ay, God save the king, and God bLless him, woo!™



44 THE PANTIEAN. -

eried obd Humphries, at the entrance,. A few only of
the crowd gave back the ery, and even with them the
prayer was m-l-lrl; vitered | and there was nu-thinglikq
that spirit which, when tho heart goos with the decros
of the mler, makes the welkin ring with its unregulated
FEjoicings.

& You are silem: you do mot ery with tho resi," said
ono al the elbow of the stranger.  He tumed 10 bebodd
ihe features of the tory-capiain, of whom we have
already l-'_lm.'lrn. whe mow, with a serutiniging glance,
Maced himsell close beside the person be had ad-
deesend.  The mean canning—:ike bow, searching #x-
pression of his look—wore sminently disgusting o thae

h. whi 1], whitle resuming hes old Mlang—
W:'w:.u ! ml enve theo King | 1K | nos Er in ! Il'
very matural 5 for Pimoso used to 1. Pm quate wil |r|:|'
that God should save his ﬂujeﬂj'—hu?t knows e
needs 0~

This was saul with a very devout coumtananee, and
the expreasion was so compossd aml quiet, that the
bnn' cauhl Loy m:ﬂhmg. I1|l.1||,g|'| wtill mot rll.luﬁl.l.l e
ul.glynﬂl:h. much that was in the langusge.  |isounded

like a smoer, and yet, stricidy aking, it was

:{eﬂlf unexceptionable.  Tiafled in this quarter, the
E' aliat, wha was particularly desirons of ssraldishing
hl.l. own clatms to HBritesh [avour, now turned with =
similar inquity 1o Davis; but the coustryman wia
Mill_'u'. sl H.M.I:|gu i the slide from lis tu-:h;llnilm,
bad mny thing beea wanling, moved lim o o similar
anawer. Hock wns not exzcily prepassd to mest with
a0 maich willingnesa oa thie part of twa porscas whose
movements he hoaal Il.u]'r:t'lfd.'unﬂ lanid been ml:'l':.iug;
bt eonelisling them now to be well-affested, he did not

10 propose 1 them b boecame members of the
of horse he was opgaged in maisisg. To the
nln‘ng;rhn first addressed himaelf, complimenting him
upon his fine limbs and figure, and insisting opon the
excellent appearnce he would make, well-mounted and
in Dntish umiform, A smile of soverign con
overspread the youl's features as he listened 1o



THE PARTISAN: 45
tory patiently to the eml.  Calmly, then, he begged
pampl:ﬂm e decline the pmqvau-dfhmur
ﬁm?hlfhrlw are boyal, sir 1™ he asked, seoming to

“Who denies it ™ Sercely replied the stranger.

“(th, nobody; 1 mean pof 10 offend: but, as a
loval subjoct, you can scarce withhold yourself from
aervioge ™

“[ do not eontemplase 0 do o, sir.”

Amil why not poin my troop!  Come, now, you
shall have a lieutenancy ; for, blast me, but 1 like
looks, and would be devilish glad to have you E:ﬁ
can't refase.”

“But [ dp," said the other, calmly—almost con-
tumpbnuuli;

= A wherefore T Huck inquired, with some show
af pique in his comntenance and manner—* wherslors 1
‘H’ﬂd botler service ? and, 10 & saldier of fortane, ot
me ask you, what betier chances than now of making
every thing owl of thess d=—d rebels, who have
inlo ithe swamps, ing large esintes for confiscation !
What babter hm'nuurr’.'! .

L f:lw I fnihl,r_ agres with j'F:L"

" will join my treop

'F!'in:'ilmI

The man looked sstonished. The coolness and
caomposure with which the donisl was made lurpri-iﬁ
him not less than the denial wself. Wih a look
Vil e e gool

= Well, ; but, of conrse, a5 5
citizen, ]r-u,u‘u:ﬂl soun be in oanms @ twenly days, you
know, are all that's allowed you”

ST do not peod o0 many | as  good citizen, T shall
be in arms in less me.™ F

“ In whose troop !—where I'

“Ah, mow wa come to the point,” was the sudden
reply; “and you will now ses why [ lave beem sble
to wiihstand the tempting oifers you bave made me. 1
em thisking fo form & troop of my own, and should 1
dir 3, | cxctainly should not wish so much suceess o
yours as 1o Fall into your ranks."
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. “Indeed! Well, I'm glad, nny how, that his magosty
15 likaly to be s0 well served with oflicers.  Have you
vt applied for a commission to the commandunt ™

Moy nor shall T, till my vecruiis sre strong deoagh
to makeo my appesrance mespectable,™

# That’s righl! 1 know thas h.-"' u:q'ru'im. 'l"hur
mever like ¥ou hall so well as when yon being your
mon with you: they don’t want alficers 20 much as
myens; amil some of the commands, il they can chouse
wvou gut of your roeraits, will not sop 1o do so; aml
then you may whistla for your commission. | sup-
[m:dz.'uur frienil, hare, is aleesidy secured for your
ETTET]

The fory relerred o Davis, who did not eave his
companion i reply ; i, withoot seruplo, avowed him.
=ell as having alresdy been pantially secured for the
Opposition Lroop,

“ Well, good luck 1o you.  But 1 say, eomrade, you
bave commanded before—aol coarse; you are prepared
o lend 1"

]| have the heart for i1,° was e reply ; and as the
stranger spofie, he extemded his arms townsds the tory
captaam, while elevating his figure to is fullest heighs
= o VOl Can sny :F\'III.I'I"II!“- for thie limbs. As for ths
hiad, st musst be seen if maee’s pood for any thing”

“1 dogbt it wot; and service comes. easy after a
brush’ or two. Bt wouldn't you like to know ihs
coloneg]

“ Wi '—Proctor—the colanel in command hers ™

“ The sanse.”

o tinse, ' trowblo you, perha Ao help me &
that knowledge, Mot yel ; not gl | get my recouiis,”

ER e ri._ghl: in clest; mmd, luflh,i:ngnl' tho recomita,
I must soe Wier mine; and, so, 8 good-evening b vou,
nnd suceess:. We shall meet again  The tory moved
Wi I.I'rn-lr]nrul:r! groups s e spake, pnd the sLPREger
turned 1o Daris, while hp:nmn::mF:—

Ay we sleall meet Al Master Hack, or 1t will
b ne fawlt of mine. 1§ we do not, Ol Niek mkea
marvellons cara of his own.  Bat, ha! comeade, keep
you here awhile : there is one thar | woald speak with.”
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At & lmbe dislance apart, at one wing of the
favern, stood & man, attired in the bue homespan
common 18 the eoustry wear, ameng the hambler
classes; and with nothmg panicular to distinguish
hitia, i wa may excopt & (iee somewlat more rouml
and rosy than belongs wsually v the e dwekling i
Dorchester aml 1is Migh'hmﬁml le was like them:
in o respect—having & shlelong, indireet movement,
rn':q:lhul with a slaggish, loungmg, mdifferent i A
which 18 the geserml feature of this e, IHE::
wiveny romsed by inault or provocation.  In his hapd he
carried n whip of commen leather, which be smacked
pocaszomally, either for the sharp, shet-like sounds
which it send Forth, or whei be desined o semd to 2

distanee that most grombling of all aristocrats,
the bog, aa it approached him.  The quick eve of the
steanger had singled out this pemsondge ; . leaving
Thavis where be stood, and rrln'rltll' qui.l:i'l'l.' thra
the straggling groups that still clustared in front of ¢
tavern, he i once approached him confilently as an
old acquaintanse.  The other seemed nof tn ohsirre
his coming, until our Gret sequairance, speaking as be
ndvanced, enught ks notice,  “T'his el no sooner been
done, than tho ober was in oestion.  “Throwing assle
his slnggishness of ook, be recognised by a glance the
stranger youth, and his head was bent forwand to listen,

as he saw that be was about 1o speak.  The wonls of b

mur il BCquIINiAnCe Were few, bt l-lgl:uﬁcl.ul:—

# 1 am here before yoa—say nohing—lead o, aml
I will follaw.”

Witha nnid.‘t persom adilressed looked bat once
ai the speaker; then, without a ward, moving [rom his
pxay pasition against the tavern, and throwing aside all
ahiow of slugpishness, e lod the way for the stranger ;
and, taking an obliges path, which earned them in &
short time into the neighbounng woods, they soon lelt
the willage behimd them. Davis had been reloctast
to separte from the companion to whom be had so

:ri:ldﬂl hin confidence.  He had his doohig—
as who coulil be withowt them in chat sdason of senerzl
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distrost '—but when he remembered the warm, manly
frankness of the is free, bold, generous, and
counienance did mot suffer himaslf v dowbe
or 8 moment mors that his soeret would be safe in his
possession.  This, indeed, was the least of his diffi-
cultics. The foir coquetts of the inn had surscted
hu:l: LT 1:|r,u:|nl. with a heavy Beart, he turned inso the
cOrge i lurd h.mwm; his form u].-u.u.!th
n bench, he solaced himsell with an occasionsl
;f::u at Bella Humaphiries, whose duties carried ler
o and fro betwesn the bar amd the siting-room ; anmd
with thopghts of thut vengeamce wpon his enemy
which his new positiva with the stranger seemsd o
promize him.
Hﬂn“‘hﬂt Following tho atope of the individoal h
h.nflmj oul, the later kept on his way unil the
'rl.ilhn:-u been fairly passed ; then, plunging down a
litgle by=path, imio which the Tormeor had gone, e seon
everiook him, and they moved on closely together in
their comman progress.  The gaide was o stout able-
bodied porson, of thirty years, or peshaps more—
a roagh-leoking man, ooe scemiagly born aml brod
entiroly in the humble life of the country. He was
Eo'n' in physical developmest, rather atost than
igh, with a short, thick meck—a head rousd and large,
with oyes small, setided, and piercing—and feaiures
ave solaisn in el general expression of severity.
He carned no visible WEA[HME, but he seomed the man
o uge them ; for no one who looked in his Gee conkd
dowbt that he was full of sewded i firm in his
resalve, and reckless, having onee mmﬁﬂ. i e
proascition ud'lha moal desperate enterprisn,
The Wiy :'].' wors P.I.I'IHIHH: grew mare
Inqg!l:d na I]'H;lj‘ womnl, g:r:llEunII:,' lI.1I|.I:I1! m leved, I-I:I.I-IJ
the footing becnme -Ilghnljr insocune, amd ot lengih
termimated in s =0l sozy swamp surface common Lo
the margin of most rivers in tho low coumry of the
sonth. They were now close on the banks of the
Aahley, which woumd it way, Em:tptib]a e the twa
in aecasional glimpees, through the close-set foliage
by which they were surrounded. A few more strides
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through I.h-u copse and over the miry surface, brought
tham again to a dry elevetion, isolxted by small sluices
of ‘water, and mare clossly m'lp_plaﬂ.in brusl and cavesr-
ing. Hers their P'N'frﬂl- was arrested, for they were
Biow ctly segurs froan mterruplion. Inall tas time,

been exchanged between the parties ; but
the necessity for farther cxution being now over, they
cams ko a panse, and the silence was broken as follows
h" oair last-made :nq_ulinl.n.q:a temee

“We are sale lere, Major Singleton, and can now
ll:rl.':lk freely.  ‘The sharpest scout in the Britsh gar-
Flaod pot wall come upin w8 without waming,
and if he did, would do sa by accident.”

“1m glal of it, for U'm heartily tieed, aml ot a Liie

it to falk with you. But let us be at sage”

'!l: threw themselves upan the g'mund.-nqu'r elider
mwmmrm:n. whem we now know a5 Major Singleton,
with an air of superiority which seemed familiar, choos-
ing the most favourable spot, while the other remained
stamling wntil his companion had sdjusted himsell;
and then ook his seat respectiully on the ndgy roots
of the pige-tees spreading over them,
4 And now, Homphiries,™ said Singlewon, * what of
my sislar—id she safe, and how did she besr the
Joerney T

© Bafe, major, and well 35 could bo expected, thongh
wery fechle.  We had some trouble crossing the Bans
e, but ot did nod |-I.-ul|:| as !nu.n,g, and we got u'q.in'l.n'rl.h'lr
ﬁ;ﬂdn The whole party are now safe ai *The
“ Well, rﬂumm itle me thaore 1o-right, if possibla ;
1 know lu-l.11||:|;|: al the place, aml bus Listle of the coun-

. Yeurs have I'.ll.u.-.:l since | last went owver i.,"

4 What ! have you sover been &t * The Ouaks,’ major T
I was todd wou had.”

“ Yen, when o boy; but T have no distinet n:mnr{
on the subjeci, except of the poble irees, the thic
white moss, and the dreamy quiet of all ihings around.
Thﬂ lmrlkmw in beawtiful.”

IB-E' well say so, majgor; a fner don’s happen

'-"n.r_. 1.

-
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often in the low country, aml the look at it from the
river is well worth & journey.”

# Ah! [ have mever seen it fromm that quarter. But
you said my uncle was well, and”—here the voice fal-
tered & linle—* amd my cousin Katharine—They ars
ull well ™

w Il well, sir. The old squirs ia rather down in
the mouth, you see, for he's taken a protection, and he
can't |H’|[III In:-f-ing the troahles of the couvty,.  18's aliis
that makes his trouble ; and theugh he » el old time,
b be a dashing, heamy; lively, talkative gen
always plonsant amid good- buenoured, you now he says
I:lnllurl: i amd if e bappens te smile at a1L. h-: nl.r-'l'nﬂ
himaeli uj mniie &lier, anid looks rul |||1.
it. Ah, m-lilj-"h!h!a-e curand mrt:l:.-n.i—'llm.r"t
mEany a !;u-u-d eart sore in this neighbourhood, ]
wuni:l Lo come Fﬂ]tim I]m_ num:dktn.

i & sore subject, Humphries, and not very necossary
it .rpuk on. t‘lallul w'h.:.t news-—whal l-1irr.iug.l|:ll hw
getl om pur rocruits |

= Blawly cmugh majir; but that s g be pxpected
while the country is overrun with the red-coats. The
folks are afraid 10 move, and our poor swam prboys
ean’t put their noses put yot—mant u:||t|l the mﬂnjrmml-
his back on them for awhile, and gt'«'eu them chance
for a Jisle skirmish, without the of the ropi.
things would tfhmgr-, I'm certain, if the geoat gmml-
vou epoke of, with the continemals, wmﬁ]mmd_-.r cudne
south. Clur people only wand an opporianity.”

# Amil thoy shall have . Rug wluw'l-lﬂl.igﬂm lura
from the iy 1™

“ Nome, sir, or litile.  You hean) the pmchrmmh ™

* Yes, with joy—with positive delight.  The m
ment is m grand one for our conse @ ol miast
thi groumsd-rats—ihose who shulked for ssfoty inbo eon-
tracis, measuring honour by acres, and cmMm.;lhmr'
1l|1.l._l|" to their counlry h}' the vahie of their orops

*‘Trae==[ sce that, major, but that's ﬂu thing L
droad.  Why should you desire 1o bring thom out

4 Why, because, though with us 18 spint and sesti=
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mank, they yvet thought o avoul danger, while they
bilieved thomselves unable 16 aerve us by their nisk.
Mow, foreed into the fold—eompeliod to Gght—iz &
oot clear that the argument is all in Bavour of our side?
Will they nol rather Gght in conformity with their fesl
ings and opimions than agninst thom | panicularly when
thse lalter course must piace them in anms against their
frivmds and neighbowrs —pot o speak of their country-
men—in Ay instances o their rolatives, and the
members of their own familics. By forcing ime the
ficld those who were quiet bofore, Sir Henry Clintan
has foreed hundrods into our renks, who will be as
slow 10 lay down their weapons as they were to take
tham wp.” .

“ 1 hope s, major; bt | fear thas many will rasher
strikel for what seems the strongest, and not ask mamy
qucstions ha o which is the jusiest aide.”

4 W o—this | fear not.  ‘T'he class of pnnp'lu ai which
I rely are wo proud 1o suffer this imposition, asd 60
:Emud' vied mot o resisl the indigmity which it pdanm

em.  They must be rowsel by the inck which
been tisgd, and will shake off their sleep. Lot us
hopa for it, at Jease”

“[ am willing, sir, bat fearit. “They have quite too
much at stake @ they have too mueh plats, too mamy
negroes, and live oo comlortably 1o be willing 10 stand
n chanee of [uliug all tnkimg up arms :pilﬂ. Lhe
British, whix are squat closs alosgside of them."

5 B ghould 1 fear with vou, Homphries, asd for like
TURSROEE, i[mclimm protected thom, 1 dowht mot
.-;iht they willing 12 koeep quiet, and take no

L -mhﬁhlhﬂh,ﬂlhz cuEiETers were wids anoigh
“t0 Iot them alone ; but they kick and cuff them on all
m“ﬁ |1-:|.|pi-n|.| Are Irqunmly made l1:|.I h.ii:'k“l!‘.

“ = 1 care not for the prociss, Go it gives us the commadity.
Lt ithem kick on, and miy Ihuj ol exlra Hi:t e

_,l.uiet- id Humpl Iy. Then chang
4 " sald Humphries, gravoly. ing
tﬁ.?‘u somewhat, he nsked hine

* You wore with Jack Davis, of Goase Cree, major,

ﬁ, -

)
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when you first came up—1 thought you were anknown
in these parts [

* You thought mghtly; I am il usknown, bui 1
learned to know something of him you speak of, and
circumatances threw us ogether,"  Hore Smglheton:
related the socurrences sl the tavermn, as already known
to us,  Humphries, who was the son of the ord,
gave close atention, and with something more than
Eul'l]iltlr'!.' mierest.  He was not af any time & man o
show lis feelings openly, bat there was an increased

re of his hps tagether as that portion fell upon

is ¢ar which described the interference of his sister,
the fair coguedte Bella, for the protection of her cast-
off lover. His breathing was far leas free a3 this
point of the parrative ; and when Singleton concluded,
the listener matered, partly in soliboquy amd parly in

reply—

“Arﬂr food of & giel, that sister of mine, major;
loves the fine coloars of the jay in spite of his carsed
squalling, znd has played upon that good fellow, Dravis
—Prickly Ash, ns we sometimea call him in the vil-
lnge—till bies half out of bis wits. Her head, toa, is
half vorned with that red coat; bt Il cure her of that,
and cure him 100, ar there’s no virge in twksted bare,
But, major, did you do any thing with Davis 17

'LILE* answer was alfirmative, and Humphries ¢on-
Lt =—

« *[hat's & gain, sir; for Davis is troe, i he lrur: it
al comes of gond breod: o'l fght like s ba :
amd his teoth shall mest in the flezh. Besides, he’s a

at shot with the rifle, like most ol the boys from

Creek.  His old mother kept him back, ar he'd
a-joined us long ago, for I've seem how his thoeghts
. Bug ic's not wo late, and if thoe word's pnes owt
of his mouh, he's o be depomled on—he's salfe”

Sk few more will do.  You have several -ulhurn.
hare you nof, gathering in.n safe place 1" said Sin-
gletom.

# [n the swamp—ihirteen, trae as siecl, nnd
for fight. They're only some six miles off, and can
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hrntht up i fwa hwrl, al motice.  Sae, (his nver

comes from the hean of the Cypress Eml-p,\rl‘l:m

ghelter: and if there he no 1oy Among us i show

i lllm tha teack, 1 defy all Procior's garmison to Gnd as
out.”~

“Weo must he among them to-morraw.  But the even-
ing wears, aml the bricze freshens wp from the river :
it 15 sweel and fresh from the sea=—and how diferem,
too, from thay of the forests!  Bu come—1 must go
back, and have my horse in readiness for this rde 1o
“The Oaks,” whees yoo must attend me.”

“Your horse! WWhore is he ™ ashed the other,
quickly,

* In your futhor's stable™

# He must naot be suflfered 1o stay thera ; il be is,
Yo will not hare him long. We must hide him out,
af that black-hearted 1ory, Hack, will bo on his quaners

" before theee days @ he's Imuing ahout the country now
for horses ns well as men.

* Sen to ity then, for | mest ren no soch nsk.  Let
s reburn at nnl.'t'.."' aanld ﬂln.j:h'

“Yes; but we take different rnn.d:.' we must nod
know each other. Can you find the way back alone,
mnjar 1™

* Yes—I doubt no"

T the left now—roun that water; keep straight
from the mver for a hunidred yaids, and you fall ipto
track. Your horse !Ila“ be r\ruﬂjl' in an bowr, and

I will meet you at -BIIE'IE
They pariod—SRingleton on kis way as directed, and

Humphries burying hlm:u;'fﬂlhll desper in the copse,
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CHAFTER Y.

h]lhﬂ“tlﬂhhﬂ]—hhﬂd—ﬂhﬂﬂ-—m
Eveeywhers bold. "Tis avery vitbes
Loneage s it bumasity and shil y
Tha l.'urmm.' i ireeed @an will,
Al Lo Beat chatily,™

Ir was wot lemg bofore Singleton reached the tav-
e, which he mow foand erowded. “Tha 'l'iﬂa.lzn of
all conditsons and politics had there assembled, cither
in mkber over their doubte or disconients, or i guber
counsel for their course i future, from the many, wiser
than themselves, in their own predicament, There,
also, came the e loyalist, cerain o find dz&mm:.u
and favour from the many around him, not w0 happy or
‘80 ummfll:uhirue]l in mmmhar rlllhll existing
powers. “The group was ey enough, and the moods
at work among them not less so,  Boame had already
determined upon submisabon,—some of the weak—thy
time-perving—such &8 o old community will be
foaml o furnish, where ipdelent habite, which have bes
come mveterate, forbad all sont of ndeperndence.  Some
fuewnated, aol keow rot what to do, or aven what la
think. Bat there were others, Singleton imagined,
88 be looked into their grave, sullen features, jull of
thought snd pregnant wit ﬂu:urmiua:inn. who fell no-
lhm‘ lﬂllmng;l_flllhu sense of |r|j|.uli.-|::. andl the rebal-
daring I'h-|=I1 ealls for defiance at every hazard. * Vin-

eance | my men ™ e mattered 1o himself, as, passing
Fnll inte the = Tﬁ:lrlruen'l. ke hecame 31 ooce visihle to
thee group. e old landlord himaoll was tlse frst per-
ana who conlronted him afier that Familisr feshioa which
had already had its rebuke from the same quarier.

% Ah, captain! (the brow of Singleton darkened)—

#qare | mean—I1 ask pardom, squire ; but here, whera
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EVary man is & capinin, or & colonel, or somanhing, it
comes sasy 1o say o 10 all, and is ot ofien amiss. No
qflqr:p., -cll.tirn-i.t': use, :rl:l.l'!,'.I amsd | meean no karm.™

. = Encugh, emough ! pood Master Landlond ! Leass
gaid, soomest mended.  Shall we soun lave supper 77

The ready publican twmed 1o the imner door of
the apartmsent and pat the same qeestion o lis daugh-
ler, fair Bella ; then, without waiting far ber reply,
informed ibe inguirer that many misutes would not

before it would be on table.

* Bix o'clock™s the time of day for supper, sqaire—
six for supper—eone for dinner—eight for breakfast—
punciual to the streke, amd no waiting. Heh! what's
that you say, Master DNckenson !—what's that abowt
Franpton I

Humphiries turned to one of the villagers whose re.
marks had partinlly met his ear, and who had just en-
tereil the apanment, The person o addressed came
forward; a thinfawed, sallow countryman, whose eyes
wire big with the intelligence ho brought, nml wha
seemed anxious that a we sed and good|y-looking
mﬂf liko Singlewon should have the benefit of bis

o,

“ Why, gentlemen, the matter with Frampioa's strangs
emough,  You all know bie's been out soveral days, close
in the swamp. He had a fight, stranger, you ses, with
one of Hock's drgoons ; he licked the dragoo, o
all the world, ax o ho'd a licked him out of his skin,
Now the dragoon's a strong fellow enoagh ; but Framgp-
ton's A horse, and if ever he wounts you the game is
u, for there's no stoppibg kim when he gots hia hand
i Bo, = [ el you, the dragoon atosd & mighty slim
chanes. He firsi hi him dovwn '“'ﬂll_ i backlianded
wipe, that came over his cheok for all the world like
the ll.lF af a water-whesl—"

# Yon, yes, wo all heard that; bat what was it all
about, Dickenson '—weo don't know that, yet,” cried
one of the group which bad pow formed sroumd the
speakir.

b Why, that's soom fedd.  The dragoons went to Framp-



S THE PFARTIEAN. i

ton's bowse whon be was in the swamp, and mlhﬁﬂ' :
with what he wantel: Big 'ﬂl.l‘nul{ his elder som,
went off in the mean while to bis daddy, and off he
came [ull e, with Lance his Iad with 4
him. You know Lanco, or Lmﬂ it smark o
aiftean ¢ vou've soed him often enough."

* Yes, yea, we konow him.™ -

“Well, as [ tell vou, the old man nnd his twe boys
camee full el to the kowss, amd I.ln.- a (rol's mercy
they eame in By for the doa ll'p :Iﬂ.;nmw
ten ruliculous for amy deennt to pul wp with,
amd the old colt coulidmt stand it po how; so, u!u&l
you, he pat it to hing in short order. o ﬁmw:hi'-
a hackhamled wipe, which fstiensd him, ©oell you ;
and when the sodger tried fo get up, e it it ko him
pgnin s Akt it was easior for him o lie down dhan
to stand up: and lie down he did, without a word, tlll
the mber dragoons imk him o TI1=:.r came u low
minutes after, and the old man amd the youngest boy
Lance haal a narrmow chanee amd 4 smart run for 1.
They heard the treops coming down the lsne, and they
tonk 1o the bash. The sodgers triedd hard to cnteh
them, but it aint easy o hosok 8 Goose-Creoker when
hwe's on trail for the swamp, and Epln.lhiug aller the
hogs aleng n tussock. So thoy got saio into the Cy-
press, and the dragoons bad pothing betser 10 da than

hack 1o the house.  Well, they made Fram
ald womnn stand all soris of weatmaent, =nd that e bad
to find naimes for, They beat her oo, asd she as
heavy as she coald go.  Well, then, she died ni
mlore last, as might o expectod ; amid now the wa
in, thfulmme al her body.  “They laid ler ont 3 l:nd
the old nny that 'n.'lbnhl,-.d hiey nn'l-_r Wl |-|1|.u the
kitehen for a lisde while, and whon le cama back the
body was gone.  She booked ot of the window, sl
sare enough she sces a man fmﬂg aver the rail wi:‘n.t
bundie ail in white on his & der. Al the man
loaked, a0 she swears, for all the wordd like obd
ton himseli. Nn’hudr knows any thing more about it ;
and what | heard is jisi now what I wel] you ™
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1 The man huf-mlmgm his hael hoard 3 wmd
‘what, in veality, with hitle ex ratban, was ihe truih.
The had Hmﬂu:rﬂmm slaries ol bru-
tality, i the fleree civil warfare of the Bouth,
" when Beighhours were amayed against one arather, snd
whien, on one aide, 1o Indians formed allies,
#.fihm:ing, by their hghier sease of humanity, mtlilli=
tional forms of borrar 10 the sanguinary warfaro parsued
‘ﬂﬁ* Fﬁnd—l'ﬂ-bfﬂn‘rﬁl ﬁi]}' oo cIlmeEnCe. !lnnh
the infamous iory eaptun, of whom we have aleeaily
abtained a slight glimpee in the progress of our narra-
tive, was himsell of a charicler we ﬁ.nudh? his ha=
bitaal sumnimg and gross want of all the softening indla-
enens of hum.n.hi.l.r. Ak 'ilr& cHantenanos, and aven exs
ample, 1o crimes of this natare.  His , though
few as ol in pamber, and employed only on marssd-
ing excursions calling for small parties, had already
become notorious for their outrages of this deserip-
tioa, Indesd, they founs imEnitfm this eircumatance.
In e r warfare, under utmuﬂlﬁn! prescice ol
8, e rosponaibality of kis men, & from what
they, owed or vielded 1o himslf, would have bound
thim certainly in somao ter restraints § although, 1w
their shame be it said, the British generals in the
Raupth, when moritfied 1:-}" defleat amd vexed i::p neE-
pectel resistance, wore themselves not al TE0FS
tenacious of proprisiy than the wry Hack, *I'he san-
inary orders of Cornwallis, commanding the eold-
E.tmind exacution of hundreds, are on recond, in melan-
chaly attestation b this day of the alrocities committed
by the ane, and the persecutions bome by the cther
panty, during that momerable conflice.

It could exsily be soea what was the general fecling
drlring ibis reciial, amd yel ithat I':t||.rkg wis mu-pul;lﬂ,
Bome few shook their hesds very gravely, and a few,
more daring yel, ventured o say, that * it was very bad,
very bad imdecd=—very shacking I

“ What's very bad, friends | what i= it you speak of
at Eg lhclinl'!"' was the demand of one just entering.
The crowd staried back, and Huck himsclf stood nmong
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them, He ropeated his inguiny, aml with s manaer that
laft it doubiful whether be really desi
Tl b the sulject of their remarks,
ing heard, e wished 1o :ur:lp-lr] some al
lonest utieranes of their sentiments wpon it
vom, who had listened with a du'l].'--:::n:m'r:llleiri: L1
narrmiive of tha COUEITY TR, 1w alvane i.'hln.l:ql]
towards the new-comer, whom he sddressed as in an-
swer to his question—

“ Why, sir, it is bad, very bal indeed, the treatmont
received, as | learn, by one of his majeaty’s drageons, at
the linmtls of somee tm i rebel a few nights nge.  You
know, air, 1o what [ allude, You bave heand, doubiless,™

The hald, confident manner al tha u-pl-:l.'nr was suf-
ficbently impesiag to satisfly a1l aroand of his I{E:lﬁ'
Hick seemed completely surprised, and replied ¥
and with confidence—

= Ay, yois mean e afair of thal scoandrel, Frampion.
Yes, [ knaw all about it ; but we're on his trail, and shall
soon make him sweat for his audacity, the blasted rebe].™

© o you kmow that his wife dHed 17 askod one of
the comtrymen, in & tone sebidoed to one of simple
and innipnﬂui.lr: irbql.lir}'.

# Py pesani] don’t cane rnr?' gromily.  11'%s abad breed,
ami tleo misforiune is, thero's quite 10 many of them.
But we'll thin them soon, and caslby, by God | and the
land shall ba rid of the ropiiles."

o Yes, eapiaain, we think alike,” said Singleton, fi-
miliardy—" we think alike on that subject.  Something
mizst be done, aad in time, or there will be o com-
formahle moving for a lovalise, whether in swamp
or ]|'||e;'||'n'r|.;|.'. 'I'I'H::F luave ot i theeir powEr o oy s~
chied, il mod takon care of in tme, It b certainly our
policy do prevent our men from being illdreated by
thiem, anid 1o do ihis, |h|:|:|.' maet b taken in hand lq:rig,
Rebollion grows like nut-grses whon it once akes roo,
and rana faster than youcan fimd i1, [t shoald be seen o

* That s iy thought ulruu]j', “IIMEMiW}'Ih"
a gond dog on trmil of this lark, Frampion, snd bope
soon 1o have bim . He cannot escape Travis; my
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who is pow afier him, and who knows the
' as well as hinsself, ']'!nurmhuh from Ciooss
and 5o lat dog eat
# Yau have sent ‘I'ravis after him, then, capiain ™
w a slow and deliberate voice it Huek's elbow,
w tomed st the sanse moment with the person
ressasl, nﬂpﬂlug in the speaker his own lienion-
ant, the younger Humphries, who had got back 1o the
tavern almeost as soon &s hinsel, Humphries, of whose
Americanism we can have no sort of question, heid yet
mamngod sdroitly, nad what with his own eusning and
ks father’s eatablsehed hj'lllj'. b wam En.:l:rl:l:l. not only
te pass without suspicion, but actually to impress the
tories wilth a [Evourable opiion of bis good fecling for
the Brtish camse. This was one of those artifleca
which the necessitiea of the times imposed epon most
meiy, amml for which they gave a suficient moral sapc-

LET

Fﬁ.h. Bill, my boy,” said Hack, srning as 10 an old
an:rp.unl.u.m:n w ig thae 1'|.'\-|:nn‘.—'p.'l'l:r'1 where have v
been '—haven't seem you for am age, and didn't well
know what had become of you—thooght you might
have gome bite te swimps oo with e skalking rebels.”

* 8o 1 have,” replied the other calmiy=—="not with
the rebaols, though. [ ser mone of them to go with—hat
I have beeu skiring the Cy for some ume, gather-
u!'qh.'.l |:||.!'l1l1l qlligm nao use for.  Prgs and
poultry are the rebels Ilml‘. alter, You may judge af
my success by their bawlmg.®

In eonfirmation of 'lhll][lll'lp'l'ﬂ'lﬂ hnd - aa3id, a1 thae
momsent the collection of tied pgs with which his cart
had been puln:l .l.nuﬂ the tethered chickens |.|:|1|:|-ur=mr|.g'
tranafer 1o a more Axed dewelling, and tambled lrom the
mass where they had quieddy but confusedly lain for
am hour or two belore, lﬂﬂ;ﬂl mist pi.tm-n: :|:|I|;||:|.|:1i|1g1
which, for the time, effectually silenced the speakors
within, A moment’s pavse obtainsd, Humphries re-
vertl, thaugh indirectly, 10 the question which he had
piat 10 the tory capisin touching he parsuit of Framg-
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ton by Travis; and, without exciting his suspicion
by a posi 'ninﬂh{, strove Go abinin information.

#Pravis will find Frampuon if he chooses,—he knows
the swamp quite 28 well—and a lean dog for  long
chase, you know,—hat is, if you have given him men
enough™

"Igg:lnm him all he wanted : ten, be said, would an-
pwar: he eould have had more.  He'll cateh him, of
U'm mustakon™

“Yos, il ho sinkes a route.  The old paths
are washed now by the g, and e may fad ie hand
o keep track. ow, tho best path for him o take,
eapizin, woald have been up over Termpin ﬂriﬂﬁby
Turkey Town, ‘That will bring him right imo the beart
of the swamp, where it's most hikely F hides.™

# Terrapin Bridge —Turkey Town,” snil the other,
seeming o mise. “No, he sabd nothing of thess
places : he spoko of=—"

# Dhroze's old feld,”™ exclaimed Honphrics, seme-
what eageriy.

“ Y, that's the name ; he goes that route ; and [
remember be spoke of another, where he said the wa-
ters wors too high”

4 hy—and does ho think to fisd Framplon oa the
skirts '—amd then, what o rousid-aboat way by Droze's 1
ehl peighbours —ho can’i bo thero belore miduight.
But, of course, e went there in time,” said Hizmphoes,
'mainuuin.! the |.|;ue|||:i|;|r|..

“ Oaly vwo howrs gone,” poplied the cther, giving the
desired mtelligense ; ** but he won's do more than strelch
i ke SWAmp H:I-l'll!l'ﬂ_ Hi wants to be r-u:.ﬂj o make
a dash with the daylight upon them, whea he hopes o
find the fellow net yet out of bis ness.”

Humghries looked approvingly as he heard the plan,
and he exchanged glances of mtolligence at imbervals
with Singleton, who listened atentively w this dia-
Topue, which hail nwormed ot the seeret of one af ihose
lisle adveninres of Hock's ¥, in which his eom-
manil was moat generally am Then look of Hin-
gleton lilﬂk.ﬂ clearly 1o Humphres his desire of the
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strife ; and the u'lhel?m:ijh & 3?1“ dence of
:Epcl.ug. was yel pru enough to 1t X pras-
siom im his urcs. o the mean time, Huck, t}u:
had lang beon desipous of securing Humphnes for his
oW prmﬂ! the latter more eamestly than over
wpon that subject.  Taking him aside, he dotailed 10
b in an wder-tone he thouand -iruuaz-uu of prodit
amil pull.imu wihisch misst resalt 1o ham Eml:.numm! ot
m nrms for s meF amil in his;, Captain Huck's,
particular eoumma cavalry. Ii was amusing so
whaerve how much stromger bocame his anxiety when-
uwr'hilty-@ restod upon the form of Bingleton, whom
he mHi—l :ulhn light of a rival leadar.  ‘The eye
of young Hamphries, also, g1.l.|:| el requently in the
same direction, us, ffom o provioons keowledge of the
chamctor ol Singlevon, he felt how impationt b would
be witil he could make the ablack which ke l:.'l'hn
fated wpon the marauding party which had
been sent oul pnder Travis. It wos an sweeh liztle ad-
ventures that the partisan warfare of Carolina had its
origin.

Humphries, closely pressod by Huck, had yet inge-
nuity enough 1o evade his application without offend-
ing his pride or alorming his suspicions.  Ho made
suslry excuses simply as to time, leaving the tory 1o
infer that 1n the the recrust would :arl.:lln[:,r b Raim.

% You will soon have tocome out, Bill, m]rh-:?' ;i
dang it, but there’s no beter chanes than 1A I
my troop. You shall be my right-hand man, for T
know you, old fellow—and blast me; bue Id soomer
trust you than any chap of the corps. | may as well
it you donn ™

“'i’n.nmﬂt' Il be resdy io answer you soon, ned
1 ;Iﬂ'l. ﬂ-:l_'j" mako @y preparations, Youa have amns
a-paenty

& Buun shall have.  Three wagons aro an their way
?ﬂm Charlessown with sabres and pastols espocially

or e

;:1 ﬂ;»lll.;nﬂnuh, want some of them, and vou aball

oL, L=
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lh:LElufrmnt- There is time enough m all pext
w

“ Yeu; but bo quick abowt it ar there will be po
pjckiugq and then you have but twenty days, remeem-
ber, The proclamation gives but twenty days, and
than Cormwallia has swom to treat ns rolsels, with the
ubmost seventy of the law, all those who are not in
arms [or his mnjﬂll.‘}'d-—jll.lt the same ns i th-u].' hsmd
flo: againast him. Sow, | have it here”

e 1ook from his pucir'l the pmdmﬁun. and with
it & private orber, which was izseed by the commandes-
in-chiel 1o all the subordinate commanids, giving dirse-
tians for the ubmasl uurjl:;n amd prﬂrri.'hi.n; the moils
of punishment for the relractosy, neady in the LT ]

to ihe full effect of Huck's reprosentations,  Hum-
glu'iu: kooked grave cooogh st these crowding ovi-

ences, but ressted, by woll-orged evasions, the ex-
hortations of the templer.  The tory captain wis coms
bed 10 resn smaisliedd for the present, nasured ihat he
ad held forth espectal indoeements te the eoumtrrman
which must give his troop a preference in his oye over
any claims that might be set up by the rival roeruiting
JJJEIT, ws he considercd Smgleton. With a hearty
shake af the hand, and & fow parting wonls in whisper
to his companion, be lell the botel to make his way—a
subtle sycophant with his swperors—io the prosence
of Colomel tor of the Darchestor garrisom, from
whom he had received his commission.

Bingloton, while this episede of Humghries aml the
tory had been going on, employed himaell in ocs
casional converaniion with the lamdlond and :u.udry ol
the villagers in another end of the apartmeat.  In this
eonversalion, Ih-ul.“h llnﬂi.-ul.lll] Mlt:tin,glu-pi.cl-nfi na=
ture mod b0 slarle or oo the foars or the prejedices
of any, he contrived, with po listle ingenuity, 1o bring
ahout, EVErY DO mnid then, accasionnl n:qmuniunl o
their feelings amd opinioss.  He saw, from thess [ew
snd briof evidences, that iheir feclings were Bot with
their rulers—that they subscribed, simply, to a hard ne-
cessity, and would resdily seek the means of roliof, did
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they know where o find it. He himsell took care,
while he uitered nothing which could be constraed inio
an offence aguinst loyaliy, to frame what be did ey in
stich a guise thal i mast have weehed and minkstered
largely 1o the existing provocations. He could see
this in the burming indignation sirong in every counte-
nance, as he dwelt upon the imperative necessity they
were now under of taking up arms in obediencs to the
- proclamation.  His wrging of this tepic was, like thas
af Huck, ostensibly . obitaining of recruits for his
contemplated troop.  His policy was ore frequently
acted upon in thas strange warface, in which the 1ores,
when defeated, found few conscientions L T
strain them from falling into the maks asd ming
goad soldiers along with their conguersrs.  Buch de-
vicea as thai which he now mimed to practise wore
freely resortod io § and the case was not ancommon of
a troop thus formed under 1he ug‘: of the ememy, and,
in his beliof, o do the batiles of the monarch, moving
aff, en masee, the first apportanity, amd jeining with
their fellow-countrymen, as well in ﬂ;ghl a8 in VIChory.
Buch, however, was scarcely now the objecs of
stranger: he simply desired that his loyalty might pass
unguestionod ; and be put oa 3 habit, lhuuf!-u,nid.il—
guise, which bot too many matives wore with far less scra.
ple, and perhaps with some show of grace. It b
aaid, na highly gratifying 1o Singleton, that in the char-
acter thus assumed he made no converts.

But the bell for supper was now ringing, and taking
his way with the rest, he passed imo the inuurE‘L-
ment. Bella Hlumphrj:l ided, her brother 1
8 seat at the other omd of the table, aml ministering o
the guests fnthat quarter.  Singlewon was sssigned a
seat, possibly way of distinction, closs to the
muiden, who ami Il-:-iwndl?' @t his approach.  Siill
she loakei not so well satisfie Meither of lor sguires
was present, and her eye wandered from side 1o side
among lier onalbractive countrymon 50 the able, rest
ing ab last, as with & demier hope, apon the manly but
handsome face and person of our adventurer. While she
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did =, he had an oppartunity of scanning her features
neore nammowly. She was girlish, cenainly very
min appearance, and hor face was deculedly
& saw, ata glance, that she was incs
ble of any of that sottled and solemn feeling which
baolongs 1o love, aml which can only exist along with
L mirked character amd truly elevated senti-
ments.  Hor desire was that of display, aml conquest
mmade the chiel agem o this end. It mattered nos haw
doubdful was the character of her captives, so that diey
wirs numerous ;o aml Singlewen felt sssured that his
simple Govse Cn-ﬂh. convert, Dhavis, but for the red
coat and the command, stood quite as gooild & chasce
in the maiden’s heart a8 the wore formitllable se
Hiow long he would leve watched the fexiures which
woemed not unwilling to aitmel his eye, wo may ot
say; bal his gaze was at lengih disturbed by the en-
trance of Davis, whao, iaking hin seal a1 the opposite
carier of the table, now af-lp-nn-d in a better amd a mare
cl;l:::ilil.ling humour. mlifreazed zome counry
compliment to Bolla, which shio was mot displessod o
listen to, a3 she was perfectly satisfied to have a
gwain, B mavter who, in the absoneo of the greater
favourite.  She answered some few remarks of Sm
tam and Davia with a pretty, chibdesh si ll#il}'. which
showed that, afler :J{l the mmhnunu al the girl was
only & deficiency in the more interesting points of char-
acter, and nod the ree ol an Impreper oF & Wanlon
c:qmnm.l.uum al’ ulmg.

Meantime the luEpﬁng procecidel, and wowanls its
conclasion, Humphries the brohor, giving Davis a
book and a sagn, which the latter seemed to compres
hieml, left the apartment, Davis followed himj and
they were gane about a quarter of an hous, which lime
had been spent by Bingleton in a lively chat with
thie girl, when, through the window, he snw the faee of
a man, and the motion of a hand which beckonsd him.
In a moment after the was goiwe ; and sufler
some fow seconds 1o clapse, he also rose and
the signal. He ook his way inmo the yard, and under
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the shadow of atree, at o lisle distance from the howss,
distinguighed e persos of Humphries. Singleton ak
ence approached him—be other moioned silescs,
secing him about 1o speak; nnd led him to the stabis,
where all was I'ﬁ.‘-HE:.il shadow,

“ W are safe now,” said he. Singlelon immediately
addressed him, and with some show of impatiesce, on
nsubject which had mech employed his thoughts during
the past hour,

* Humphrics, say, can wo nod sinke ai that follaw
Tracy T Is it possible 10 do any thing with his de-
tachanent 1

“ ' Travis, nod Tracy, major,” replied the other. ]
in posailibe, sir; there s a strong chance of our
success if we manage well, and if 50 be you can post-
pone goig o ' The Oaks’ wo-night.”

“ True,” said the other; = [ should like very much
to go, but this movemsnt of Tracy—or Travis, you
say—gives us a good beginning, which we ouglt on so
Account to miss.  Besides, we should pet yoar men on
‘-imirr?lml—m they mot in danger T

“ Mot if'they watch well ; but there's no anawering
For new bamds,  They must have practice before thoy
ean leam, and down here they'se had bat Bistle yel
They're naot hike vour Bantes boys I'va heard you
sell of™

“ Willing soom will 1 But bet ts move. Il say no
more of * The Oaks' w-npight st least.  We can move
thire toemorrow, O eourse you lead the route, for I
know nothing about i2.”

“Triust 1o me; and, major, po back to the house
qabetly.  Waitgill you hear my whisile thres times—
thus. It's an old sigmal, which you'll have o leam
hore, a8 our litthe squad all knows it, and knows nothing
else by way ol masic. Meantime ' gotthings in eeadi-
pess, and set Davis to carry out the horses oo the bush.”

4 s he bent 1o Ewiﬂ: us I" was Singleton's question.

#Tros as ste A linde weak o lseart, sir; ahoat
that foolish givl—bat that's all the better, for i makes
him hate the British Mn%u. Haore he comes.  You

]



it THE PARTISAN.

Kail better go now, major, and let s be an ligle seen
together as may be.  Wou'll mind the whistle—thus,
threa times .~ and in 8 low tone H Fins gave him
the signal.  Bingleton went towanks the house, in the
shadaw ol which he was soonm lost from sight, whila
Humphries and Davis proceeded to the farther arrange-
Eiite,

It was mot long before these were completed, amd
with a mish of pleasure to his hoart, Major Singleton
heard the thrice-ultered note—ilie signal agreed Epon
-—ndimu:ﬂj hemeath his chamber window.  He rose at
e sounid, and sileatly descending the siairs, passod
through the hall, where, in smmething Like uncomdon-
ahla soliode, the fair Bella sx alone.  2he looked up
as she honrd his feststops, aml the gracicus smile
which lier lips pail on, was an uvitation o make him-
sl v in o seat besade her.  But he resisied the
blandisbmont, apd lifting his hai xs he passed, with
a smile in returmy, he soon disappeared from bher press
oncn, and joined the two who awaited him,  All was
readly for depariure, but Dhavis eraved & fow minses"
i a:nnu to returm ko the house,

e Wiy, what shosld carry yvou back, Davis I ashed
Humgplrres, peevishiy.

" Nothing, Bill; but | musti—] will go,” said the
other.

i [ oo, T see: you will be ps foalish as ever™ ex=
elaimed the former, os the lover moved away, * The
pior Fellow’s halll mad afler my sister, major, and she,
v see, don't care a siraw about lim.  She Jl.n.]'npu::rpml
o smile on him at suppor-table, and b takes it For
praited lo's inoa fair way, We must wail for him, [
e i o A Lknow Bella, be won's keop us long.™

ﬁﬂll‘“‘hﬂhﬂlt seat besule hor, which her smile had
beckansl Mapor SBingletoa 1o eccupy, had been comfort-
abdy filled by Davie. The gid was not displeased o
see him: she was lonesome, wanted company, and
liked, ns ol othor coquettes do, 1o have contineally in
her presence some ons or cther of the various 1]
of hier conquest—she cared not materially which.  Her
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iousness sofiened very greaily the moody spirit of
E::in'nin..n that he -roponted of that rashness
which was abow to place him in a position calcalated,
under gvery probability; to wrest him, for a time
at benst, froen the enjoyvenent of that society which
b o mach coveted.  Her gentleness, her -fiARiar,
her smiles—so ve nnl'mquﬂ:u to him for so qugl
time—almost 10 his beain, and his esaioms of
love grew passionate, and he himself eloquent
in their utterance. Burely, thore is no tyramuy liks
that of love, singe it puts us so completely in subjection
i the charaster which deliberate reason muss dospise,
In the midst of his pleading, and while she reganded
him with her most grecious smile, the voleo of the ob-
trusive Sergeant Hastings was lweand in the 1ap-room,
anil the sweet Fl.l.lll\ﬂ.llﬂ"l love were at once aver be-
tween the couple. “ As rocks that have been rest
msmnder’’ was their new positson, The maiden drew
her chair a foot back from its place, and whin Davis
looked intoe hor face, and bohold the corresponding
change in its expression, he rose up, with a biner corse
in hos threat, which he was nevertholoss too wells
hh.-wad w uiter. He wanted no better evidencs of
ber hearilessness, and with a look which said wha
has tongue coald not have :l'ml:up.. b seemcd io wam
Iver that hie was lost to lvor for ever.  His determination
was it length complete, and rapidly passing the luckier
m'hmummdﬁpmﬂ WA s0an
;Fm in eompany with the two he hed leit in waiting,
umliries smaled as he saw the dosperate mannor of
‘his commde, bul nothing was said, amd tho throe o
Er made ikoir WY G I'n-ut, till, leaving tha '|.|Ilam
emterid the forest to the n.uhr.. ardl Found the lump
of troea 1o which their horsea had boen fastoned. Ina
moment they were mounted amd speeding with the
wind towards the close and sc m!ir trable estuary
known a8 the Cypress Swamp, g & spacios
::;anmr for ihe Mﬂ-u}', from which, by linle and
e, widening as it it expands at lengih, 3 few
miles below, inso & neble and mavigable river,
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CHATFTER VI

# Biretoh ouf thy wand Before thon med’sl thy foal |
"I'n-ﬂlrn weay befoee Lhoe, n=l=|-1ht'lmv
O by eenlicies have
Athwari th h. Now make
Al ngrr, chner us, for e (ol u-dnl.l

Niowr had fairly sct in—a clear starlight 'iiht.-
bofope the throe set forth vpon their proposed adven
ture,  ‘T'o Major Singleton, who was a native of the
mididle cand hiad lived berstolore almost exels-
sivaly im it the path they oow travelled was entively
unknown, It was mecessary, therefore, 10 move on
ﬂq-wlllr mnd with doe :'irt'l.mupcnl'burl.. Bt for chis, ihe
party woukll lave asdvanced with 2= moch speed as of
1.I1r'rr wers Irquuing the common I:i.,g;l:nf t [or, 1o the
other two, accostomed all their lives to the woodland
cover and the tangled recesses of the swamps, their
pmm;inl: TalE, uselearnd, in cbose thicket Frll.lﬂj, amd
diverging as it mrinua.]lfy did, was, novertlieleas, no
nyRiery. 1|"'|:|n|5‘I.i||Fl d-ull:r\ﬂ . lsbwaver, br thix canse, the
delay wns much bess than mi.,g'hl: have been :r:l;pm:tm:l;
for Singletan, hewever 1g1|-n1'ant of the immediate
prouml over which they L IR mmu.gmy
versnd in Forest '|:||'1-.r n.11|| traversed the I-I'I'H
donser awamps of the Santes, 8 task, though au'rnhr
infiniitely more difficult and extensiva l]'ll.rl the ons now
before him. After a litils while, thercfore, when his
:E:m;ﬂw more accustamed to the peculiar shades
him, o sparred lis good stecd forwend with
muach more readiness than at their firsd sctting o, and
it was mot long bofore the vielding of the soil benesth
his hoofs and the occasional plash of the water, toge-
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lhrwnh the meore frequent of ihe solemn
cypresses anound thean, gave sullicieal in-
Ip,-.lllw. i;li:r |r|'.|||I’I of the AW P

They had riddom soms five miles, and in a1l this
time no word had beea spoken by either of the three,
except when, here aml there, an increased difficulty in
the pash led Humphries to the wiserance of seme cau-
ton 0 his companions. “They were Bow clase upan
the ctulﬂ'nj'. and the swamp was gathering
arourel them. grow slower and mere fa-
tiguing, for the I'rn.lml. ad swepd the lemparary strucs
tare over which they rode, and many of the mils wore
floating in their path. Linle gaps were comtinaally

ming themselves, many of which they saw mog
E-: which, foriunately for their safety, wore gener-
ally avouded by ihe horses wuh&m any call for imler-
ference on the part of their riders.  Blumbling some-
umes, hnmvn, they were wamod not 1o peess theic
im:h.u." their 'ﬂ'l.}' with as muech care as
pmﬁ'hh they went om in single file, earcfully and
slowly, over the marrow and b embankment. i
was al I.hi.l.pulql' wn&rpm % that Hu rics broke
aut moro fresly inio apesch than e had done before,
for his usnal chamctenstic was that of l.n.ni.lu:rn-:il:,.

Siha Tawe sl of s ikiog, Mt ooy S0k
peaple know nothing making, and 1 n
and bradge it, while cur bones ll:hl;l and our legs .
through at every m:;mmh in gaing over them. Y&"

won't learn—t wan’t look or lizten. l"lfmjl do

ey have doao lhmﬂrldrmbnﬁnmnndullr&ur
ulchmg k= of no manser of use. Hore is this caise.

now=—gvery freshet must break its banks and tear
up the poles, yei they come back o week alier, and
lay them down jost as before. ‘Thoy never ask if
there's a way 1o hiaild ag, which is to meake it lastng,
They never think ol such n shing,  Their fuibers dud
80 a humdred years ago, and that's reason omough why
e, p:::'::ﬂ Humphries, by whicl

5 w Y& Yo, ries, by which 1o
make the dam solad tnfo:mq againel the (reshets,
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such as we hnve; that sweep evory thing before thosr,
noil sopuotimes give us hall’ a dozen feet of water for
work, over a roald that we have beom sccustomed o
walk deyabod 1

“T% e stre there 8 2 Wiy, mljnr,:m.d with [ap
less Inbour. “Thore’s no uss in building 3 road enless
you give it 8 backbose, Yoo must run a ndge through
it, amd all the freahiets make it sironges, for they wash
the refase &nd the mud op agains i, instead of wash-
iz it away.  You see all FUDI] roads riss in the comire.
I'e waters ren off and pever setile, which they always
o i the hollows between these poles.  You fell your
troe, always a bag oo, 10 mske {:mrr'ﬂgumjnul.lr
bmek e ; il it be & cansewny like this, ruang
through a swnmp, that you would build, why, you f:ﬂ
your dozen trees, or more, acconding e the (reshet's
call for them.  You oy them side by side, nog across,
but up and down the road, taking care to puat the big
oped o the eomre. So you may fun it for miles,
heaping the earth up to the logs. A mad made afier
ihiat fashion will stand 2 theusaml vears, while sech a
thing na this must abways be washing away with avery
freshet. It iakes, in ithe fdrsi place, you seo, 8 greal
deal mors of labowr amd tume, amd a great deal more
of timbar, to build it nftor this fashion ; then, it takes
ity dirt 1o cover the rails—a humlred times the quas-
tity=—==nml unless they're well covered, they can’t be
kopt down ;. thoy will always come lonso, and ko floai-
ing witls every rain, and then tlee water seitles heavily
in thair plﬂﬂ and between thom.  This can't be the
cass where vou lay tha timboee up amd down, 58 1 well
vou. It must stand fast | for the rin can't seule, and
lid @t prs elose to the ridge, nnd h.{ it tighter
the more water beats on it Besides, building it
ihis Way, ¥oa usc heavy timber, which the walers can't
move stany season,  But hore we stop; we have no
farther use for the Emllnll'ﬂt iomight ; there's our
mark. See to that white tres there | 108 a blasted pine,
and it ghizes in & dark night s il it wes paiped.  The
lightning peeled it from top 1o e, Iv's a'mest twa
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years simea. 1 was pot far off in.the swamp, caiching

ins, when it wos struck, amd T was stupifed for

uiuwﬂur,mdnim:lhadlnqiq fnie ¥ dade't
rid all for & month.”

i What, do we go sside here " imquired Dhavis, who
did pot seem 1o ]’j?lhll‘ll’.‘ diversion, as the first plunge
they were required 1o make from the broken causeway
was into & twrbid pond, black, and almost covered with
fragments of decayed timber and lovse bundles of
bsrush,

“ Y o, that's our path,” replied Humphries, who res-
olutely put his horss forward as he spoke.

S is abomt one of the vorst places, major, that
we shall bare o go throwgh, 2nd we take it on purposs,
#0 thnt wa may mot be wacked so exsily, Here, when
we leave the camsgway, we make no mark; aod Few

thirk 1o kook for us in the worst pluce on the
ine.  No, indeed ; moat people have :': e b0 make
hard things easy, though they ooght to knaw that when
a man wanis Lo hide; ke fakes a hole, and not a high-
way, io do it in.  Here, major, this way—to your lefi,
Dnil-lhmuigl: the bog.™

The party {ollowed as their guide directed, and after
somee Ewenty manutes' planging, they were deep in tha
shadow mnd the shelter of the swamp. The ploom
wia thicker around them, and was only relioved by tha
pale and skoloton farms of the saex, clusiering in
groups lhl‘ﬁ the plashy sides of ihe still loke, and

mm welling-places to the screech-owl, thas
at imterrals from their rugged brapehes, Some-
times o phosphareacen gleam played over the stagnant
pend, inta which the torapin planged heavily at their

ach 3 while an the naighbouring banks tso frozeal
all degrees croaked fosth thelr wibarmonions chant,
:II.HI!’ ihe acene more higdeous, amd cortninly adding
greathy i ihe ssnse of Floom which it inspined in theea
whis it A thousand oaker soands Glled up
the pauses between the conclusion of ome and tio
commancensent of anather discordam chorus from thicso
admitted croakers—soumds of alarm, of invitatian, of



T3 THE PARTISAK,

exulting tyranay—the cry of the listle bird, when the
black-snake, hugging the high tree; climbs wp 1o the
nest of her young, while, with shricks of rage, EI i
his roused wings, the mate fMies fariowsly st his

anl galiantly coough, though vainly, codeavours to
drive him back from his unhaly the hum
af the drowsy boeibe, the faing chirp of the crickes, and
the buzz of the mnamerable towsands of hew, I:il.'li1 and
fnsect, which make the swamps of the Soath, in mid-
summier snd its commencement, the vast sorehouse, in
all its forms, of the most various aml amimated fife—
ail theso were aroand the adventurars, with their gloomy
and distracting noises, unial they became utierly un-
licedled ot last; pnd the party bolilly kept it onwnnd
course [nto their vel deeper recesses.

i Well, Humphries,” sasl Major Smgleton, at
breaking who silence, = so far, =0 good ; and now
s our furihor progress, and what the chances for wrape-
pang this Travis? Will be pot steal & march npon us,

ba into the swamp bofoe daylighe ™

¥ Never fear it magor,” replicd the other, coolly
enough, while keeping on his way. * Yoo romemboer,
wir, what Huck gave us of his plan, He will place
himaell upon the skins of the swamp, high ahove the

it at which we struck, aml keep quies bl moming.
E;n will be up betimes, and all that we must do is to bo
up bulore him. Wi have 3 bong mde (or it as it is obe

of our wark 19 him before he gels oo far
a0 the brush. 1 kaow his course just as il [ saw him
of .

“ Y pa ; such indecd may have been the |:|'|:|.n; bk is
thete no ehaneo of his departing from 67 A
leader will not hold himsell bound 10 & prescribed
gourse, i he finds o better.  He mn}ryasl for the
swamp to-night, and | am very anxious that we should
be in time 1o sdnike him eflicient]y.”

4 We shall, sir,”™ repliedl the other, calmly; © we
shall have saficicot iime, for [ know Travis of old
Heo i a gool Bownnd for scent, but . poor one for chase,
He goes slow 10 be certain, and s always certain ta |
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bo sbow. It%s mature with him sow, though quick
ensugh, they say, some twenty years ago, when he
wiotst st after the Cherokoes. ides, he has a long

o make before he grks !'u.'irl: into the SWAIE [,
and the freshet we bave had latoly will throw him out
often eneugh, aml make his way langer. 'We shall be
in time.”

“ 1 am plad you are so sure of your man, Homphries.
Twould oot like 10 lose a good chance at the party. A
smceessiul blow struck in this quarter, and just at this
momint, would have o fine effect, Why, man, it wouald
bring osl those fellows handsomely, whose cams aro
naw foll of this protection business, which trouhles
ek #e mach, LU they sz ghe, they will ses the
wisdom of taking part with the sile which doss not
call upon them w0 sirike friemds or brethren. They
st join with us o 8 man, of 2o 0 the West [nl:liul
amil that, o doubt, some of the dastards wall net fal
iy do in p:n:l'l:rv:rl.cu.. {3od I'|t'|p me, bt | can scarce
keep from cursing them, a8 | think on theie degrada-
o™

“ Had empowgh, magor, bad o h when it's the r
man, without Fl.l.l:i! humTu:LsmI nothing to lim]:u;i:[
amil mothing to lose, who wkes up with the coemy and
Aghts his battles; b s much worss when the rich
men and the geatlemen, who ought 1o know better; and
b gl & gw?anm e, it's much worse when they'ra
ihe first o do so.  Now 1 keow and 1 feel, though 1
:;p-wt you won't be so willing fo believe it, that, alier

o 1’8t poor man wilso is the best fnead of his coun-
try i ihe time of dapger, He doesu't reckon how

_miseh bie's to lose, o whiat risk he's to ro, whes there’s
a sudden difficuluy 1o get theough wili.  He doesn’
ihink till it’s all over, and then he may ask bow much
heo gninlﬁi-h witheut getting a eivil answer.”

= There's trinh fn what you say, Humphries, mnd we
ila the poor st slack justice in our estimation of them.
We sen only their poverty, and mot their feelings and
:ﬂ;ﬂh:tu; we have, therefore, but liode sympathy,

ol |==02
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aiil Pll.'ﬁl[ﬂ Ih'ﬂ.hr? meore than Life and Like wants ia
comman with them.

# That's & God's traih here, major, where the poor
man does the fighting ood ihe labour, and the mch
man takes protection 10 save his lowso from the fire
MWow, its just s with this poor man Frampien, Ha
was one of Bulford’s men, and when Tarlcton came
upoe them, cating them np ool and brameh, b 1ook
o the swamp, wonldnt come im, all his I:II:-:iE]lhﬂrﬂ
could do, becanse the man had a good principle for
his coumry. Well, you see what he's lost i—you
cant keow his sufferings till you see him, matjor,
and [ wen't tey to teach you; but if there's 3 man can
cok on him, and see s misery, and know what did
it, without taking wp sword and rifle, | don't want to
know that man, 1 know one that's of a different way
al Ihinh.ing. umd willing to dios both.™

= hnd 1 asother!™ exclaimed Davie, who hasd been
silent in their ride hitherta,

# |s Frampton here in the swamp—and shall wo see
him to-might T asked Singleton, curious 10 behold a
mun who, consing from the st class of furmers
ki thie meighibourhood, haal mamsaaned such a temacious
spirit of resisiance to invasion, when the more leading

ople arauml him, ad indesd the greater majonty,

ad subscribed 1o terms of indulgence, which, if less
henvaralile, were here for mose safe.  The sufferings
ol the nsan himsell, the cruel treatment his wife had
'|.|.udﬂg'nn.r, anid her i.ulu.tq_uml. death, nlso comptributed
lergely 1o thal interest wluch, upoa hesrang his simple
bail pulhr.*li.ﬂ story, the lpl::l::r hiae '|||:|r:|r:1]'i|:l|:'lrI feli 1o
knaw him.

“ W shall see him in an soer, n'l.:.jnn and a melan-
choly sight it is; youll bo surprised, and if you sim very
strong of hoart, i will go migh o sicken yow,  But it
s gl b0 sen W for one's self; it makes one sirong
against tyranmy.”

“ 1t grows vory dark hero.™

= That's water bofre you, amd a good big poad e,
eaid] avis,
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#This is the track, major ;™ and Humphries led the
way 1o the lelt, nelining more in the direction of the
mver. A sullen, clald-like CI¥, scceeded by a suddon
Eﬂgﬁ into the water, indicated the vicinity of an

agator, which they had disturbed in his owin honee 3
the rich globules of light, showering over the water
sround him, giving a singular besuty to tho scene, in
every other respect so dark and gloomy. They kepe
continually turming in a zigzag fashion almost a1 every

» o avaid the wavimg vine, the close thickos, of the
stagnant creck, crowded with the decayed frag-
ments of an older and an overthrown [orest,

A shrill whistle st this moment, thrice repeated, sa.
lited their ears: It was uughi up in the distance I13'
anoibcr, and another, in 2 voice 5o like, that they might
almoat have pessed for 80 many echoes of the same.

# Our sentries watch closely, major; we muest an-
swer them, or wo may sup on gold lead,” snid Huns-
phries. As he spoke, he res tir the sigmal,
and his answer was immediately followed by the ap-

ram e of llﬁguu amurﬁiuﬁ froan bolind a tres that
god ow a lisde to the left of the lussock @pon which
mn;r;wum now standing. The dim owline oaly, and
no Peature of the new-comer, was dstingaishable by

the

“ﬂTEF\-Tmr. yo watch 1—all's woll ;- and now
lead the way. Are all the bovs in camp ™

“ ALY was the reply | = and & fow more come in (nom
Buford's eorps who know Frampton.”

# And how iz he l—does e know them I

* He's in 3 bad fix, and kpows nothing, You can
hardly get a word ow of him sioce his wile's eome.”®

#Hiswife! Why, man, whaido you think of '—his
wife's doad !™ cxclaimed Humphries with surprise.

 YWoa—we know that ; biat he brought koee, all the
same as if she was alive, o his shoulders, amd ho
won't give her up, There he sits, close alangside of
ber, watching bher all the time, and brusbing the flica
Im_h:r face. Mo don't seem 10 miml that she's
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UGt God 7 exclaimed Singleton; * the unhappy
man 1= malk. Lol wes pash on, snd ses what can

Withiowt 1 word farthor, following their new guide,
Warner, tliey advanced apon thobr wany, until the baze
ol s hope fire, h-uul.i.ng ns 1f were out of the very
bosom ol the darkness, roso wavingly bsfore i,
The camp of the sutlawed whigs, or rebels, as they
wors stybed by the ememy, loacly nmil opattrnctive, an
a linle islamd of the swamp, in a fow momems afler
rosa fully in their :-'ighl:' mnil plu.npng inio the creek
that surrounded it, though swimming at that momes,
a botind or 1w carried them ual'l.'l_'r aver zm]lhl.'_'r slood
m the presence of their comrades.

CHAFTER VIL

Mg | ol Bve fow it ! 1 bave no kie,
Bul s the hope 1hat [fe mny Lemg with it
The Hiver aweel of vengoame"

Tue glmm{ painter would have done manch with the
scene before them.  The wild amd mystic imaginalion
wowlid have male it one of H.IPDI'H.II‘I.I.II].W‘I‘DT‘I]. aml
famcy, fond of the melancholy twilight, woald have
endowadihe dim slailaws, larking like so many spectros
betwern the bald oypresses, with a ghostly eharmeter,
amil most urhallowed perpose.  “Though familiar with
such abodes, Bingleton, as he looked upon the strangs
groupings thrown along the sombre groundwork, was
impressed with a lively senae of its imposing folicity,
1 sqoail wpon an asland in the very centre of the
swamp—cne of those linle islands, the wibiste oors of
numEros Einos water-courses, hanlening into solidiny
at lase,  “These, beating their feeblo tides upon a singls
Pl!li.nl.. tn Hrocess of tie create He barnier which in b
usurp their own possessions,  Here, tho rank maser of
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the swamp, its slime and rubbish, resolving themaelves
g:wm-ﬂlml.npd decomposition ivo one mass, yield
thick laxurance of sel from which springs up the
overgrown tree, Which heaves out a thousand branches,
amdl srems o have existed as many years—in whose
bulk we behaold an emblem of mapesty, and, in whoss
term of life, standing in uiter defiance af lhu mweeping
hurricane, we have an image of strength which com-
pels our admiration, and scasctimes the mere elevated
Hinﬁh’]rdgmmu of oar awe. Thus, gathermg on this
insulated bed, o husdred solemn cypresses mmgh{l
ihoir gaunt, spectral forms with the venlant fresbiness
al the watoraoak=—the rowoph lnlapln:ﬂ.}' and besght of
lh:rpuw—l]llmmwmﬂ:réhm wgﬂhnnnhl:nm-
mon guardianship of the spos, by the bulgs “Eu
the hixuriant grape-vine, almost nivallmg m 'nm
and jar surpnssing in strengih, the trees from which it
depemled —thess ormed o patoral reol o e §sland,
circumscribing its limits evon more effectually than did
the marrow croek by which it had been isclaed, snd
through which the tribuse waters of this wide estsary
Toumd their way, nfter a few miles of contracied Jodirs
neying, inbo the bed and bosom of the Ashley.
A miﬂn ol I:u.lg: fires, which ll:n head seen in
ﬂu@uu while & pmlchmg, were in Tull blaze wpon
! m. i largest, pear s cendre § the other
somewhal apart, upon a little isthmos which it throst
forth ime the mouth of the ereck.  Around the former
lay a singular lmHuge il perdons, single, or in
?p. aml in m?}'. There wene ot more
an twenty in all, bui so disposed a8 1 secm muoch
MOTE DTS o the casail spectator. Thres, in the
'I."q af the fire, sat upon l.Jn,n; al cards, ona at either
Huj, amd tha third, squat upon the !rl:!.ll:lllh!ll.l:'ﬂ | TRa
few slept ; some were ongaged in comversation, while
ans, more musical than his neighbours, broke .o g song
of some length, in whichthe currentsatuation of the things
imunl him usilerwent improvisation, A stout nuEh!:
the evenng mecal, and pasaed between
u anid the fre o their oocasional ineonve-
Ga
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pience; their sharp but unheeded depunciations being  o*
Treely bostowed at svery u_p-u'lll.iﬂn al the offence.
The dress and accoutrements of this collection were
oot less novel, nad certabnly far more owed, than thear
several positions and emp +  Certainly, 1ase
had bot like share in their wilet armngements, since
the hair of some of them flew dishovolled in the
wind, or la mextied mpon their hrows, uncenaciong of
a comh, we [aces penerally of the party wera
smeared, and some af them absolutely Mackened, by
the smoke of the pino-wond fires which at might wers
kept contimually hurning around them.  This had most
effeciually begrimed their features, and their dresses
had net acrupled o partghe of the same colouring.
These, wo, were as varbouss as the persons who wors
them. The mgged coat, the rousl-jacket, il some-
times the entire absence of both, i the cu-dud' m::;
individunl atberwise conspicooos eno PRIFY
all ehaance af uniformity in the trocp. ?ﬁhmmhm
oune particulir in which their garb seemed IE”""""]"
in mgree, e that was in the coonskin cap which sur-
mounted the heads of mosi of them—worn janidy
upon the side of the head, with =lips that il over
the ears, and the il of the snimal depending from
frant or rear, tnssel-Faslion, II!I.'I']I.'I]iHE o the tass of
tho wearer.  Cossidoring ssch nn pasemblage, so dis-
poded, 5o habited, in connection with the situsiion amil
circumsiances in which we find them, amd we shall
form no wery imperfect idea of the moral effect which
their appearance mizst kave had spon the pew comers,
The bowsterous lasgh, the angry, shamp retort, the
ready song from somae siundy bacehanad, ond the silent
sleeper undisturbed smid all due uproar, made, of tewm-
selves, a picturs 10 the miml wot Eil.ul:' 1o be mnon for-
goitom, b, whaen we boliold the flaming of the
toreh in tho doop dark which it saly for 3 moment
dissipates, aml which crowds back, as with a solid -
inky  tha spaol from which # kss been tampnﬁ_n
drivon—sihe light ilashing along and redlecied hu{
from the sullen waiers of creck —listening, at the
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4 same momment, to the cry of the screech-owl as the
intrader scares bim from his perch—the plaint of the
whippsorwill, in retum, as i even the clamoar of the
obscene bird had in it something of synpathy for the
wistitded spiri,—these, with the eroaking of the frogs
in millions, with which the swamp was a dwelling-
pace among & thossand, were all well calculated to
awaken the most indifferent rogants, asd to compal 2
sense of the mlzmn-pdnmﬂ,:lr[un even 1n the mind of
ke Babarually frivoloss and onthinking.

With she repeated signals which they had heard
from their seprics on tho prarancs ol the mew
comirs, e scatbired prowps h:E aimulianeously started
e their fect, and pnt themselves in o slate ol readiness,
The signals were familing, bowever, und spoke of
friemiks in tho wlinﬂ persons ; #o that, afier a
few moments of and activity, they generally sank
back sluggishly 1o their old nccupations,—the card-
players o fnish their game, and the less speculative,
their sleep.  Their movemens, however, gives us a
be:tier opporinmity (o survey theie sceoutrements. Tha
bomg cimbrous nffe seemed the Favourite weapon, and
in the hands of the dimisutive, sallow, but Back-eyed
and vesurous dweller in the swamps of the lowlamls,
across whose knee wo miLy kere amd there see &t
resting, it may confidemly be held s feiz] ot 2 hun-
idred yards. A few of thom had pissols— the common
borse-pistol—a weapon of litde roal wility unider any
circitnstanecs, Dw a solieasy muskot, and that too
withoid the bl_'r'l:lllﬂlq was to be scen in the whole col-
bection ; 2nd lITjhmlmql'ihn party prescat but
had lis horse hidden in the swamp anound hhu.l-ﬁ:
nod one i five of the ribers posscssed the sabre,
anly eflfective weapon of cavalry., ‘These were yet o
ba provided, sie a the oxpense of the eneimy,

e immediaie appearance of Major Singleton, as
e Enlloowed I‘I':lnphri.ﬂ up the bank, once more called
them 1o their feet.  He had beon expocted, yet few af
thom persomally knew him. “They knew, however,
that he was high in favour with Govermor Rutledge,
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anil bore his commission, OF this they had beon ap- |
prized by Humphries, who had been the recruiting
officer of the troop.  They now crowded around him
with & show of corioes examination, which was mar-
row. and closs without being obirasive, With thas
manly, yet complaisans habit which distingaished him,
he zoon made himsell kiown bo them, and his opoain

speech won noé a littke npon their hearts.  He uuﬁ:!ll:l-rE
his commission, delivered an mddress from the exee-
wtive, in which a direct amd warm appeal was made
tor their [rltriuli!m. andl concluded with some romarks
of his own to the sama eflect, which wers all emhuo-
siastically receiveld. His frank, fearless manner, fine
{'ru.n:m:l rn.n.l.l{l, though smooth anid youthful face, took
milmirably with them, and at oneo spoke favourably o
their minds in sipport af his protessions 16 govern
thom. This command they at onee tendered him ;
anid thongh witheut ithe materisl for & force ealled for
by the commission which he bore, yel, in those timos,
it was epough that they loved their leader amd wers
nod mnwilling 1o fght with an enemy. Mapr Sin-
gleton was content o serve his country in an hambler
commmand than that which his commizsion antitled him
to hobd.  Acting, therefore, a5 their captain for the
present, ko e Humphries his licwienant.  Him
they hal long known, and he was a fvourite among
thesm. 'I:hr, indlewd, had becn EIII'HHT instrumental in
hringing 1egether their scattered slomonts, and in thus
forming the nuclns of a corps, which, in the subse-
quent warfare, confribated im no slight degree to the
rofease of the country from forcigm thraldom. In
Humphries they had & good oficor and every coa-
fidenece, thoagh it was ohyvions encugh, that whale full
of cournge, calm, collocted, nod pot oasily moved, he
yei licked many of thess essentials of supenor edu=
catbon and bearing, without which militia-men are not
often to be held m order.  He was not suficienily
their superior o stand nrlrl and 10 command them ;
and e inferior mind will sover look te s equal in
the moment of emergency.  Though ready aCuts
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gnough in the smaller details of milisry adventre—
the arrangoment of the ambuscads, the rapid blow at
thi rear, or the plan for striking at \he formgers of an
aiveiny—lie was yvou rather apl W go forward with than
to command his party.  He trusted rather to his pross
opce than to the superior foree of his character, w
urge upon them tee pedformance of their duiies ; and,
conscious of this, though ready at all times o lead, he
yut shirnnk irom te peevssity of commamling. “This
capacity can only result successfully from an habitual
egereise of wuthority. It wos with ne small satisfac-
thon, therefore, that he placed his recruits wnder the
canirel of Major Singleton, although, i@ may bo said,
that soch a trsnsfer of his command was rather pome
uml than real; Homphries sull counselling in

part this p:l.rti-t'ul:l:r business of adventura which Sig-
gleton was the betor sblo to commaml.  ‘The later
haid yet 10 acsqiire & knowledge of localities which
coubil only be obtained h{ aotual experiment.

o Amil now, mejar, sepd without anma are ol
apt io fight well. Come, sir, with me, and see our
armory. li's & queer one, to be sure, o tloss used
to m bestter ; but it must serve whers there's oo chaice.
'[:hL':af. sir—to the left. Here, Tom, bring a
chun

The black led the way with a blazing brand, amil
their farthor progress was errested by widers of
the creck. I the eentre of the siream grow a
cYpress ol e nse l'rl:-l:-.I mich ll.rg-ur thaix amy of its
surmmnding companions.  Motioming Singleton to wait,
Humphries waded into the water almoss ug to bz mid-
dle, antil be reached the tree, inw which, tnking the
blazing brand from the black, e entored, returning n
a lew mamens with half & dozen fine sabres, which,
ane wiler the other, he threw from him we the bank.

& This is all our stock in trade, major; aml you
have your chaice of them till we cam got & betbor.
Thisy if T know the signs of the weather, we alall
o before long. Meanwhile, as the swil's good, they
will answer our presewt parpose.”
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Bingleton d th points of the we severally
o the .Imm lh-! elastizity of sieal, then
necommedating It ta his grp, declared hinsseld

suited, Humphml mads n selection sfer him, and
the remaiming Fowr were  subeequently  distribits
ARG elwosen men, o whom commands 10 the liile
corps were assigned.  As rebels, horetolore,ihe shon-
shrift and sure eond must have been their doom: if
taken. ‘The commission of the state, and a due nes
gister of their names in the books of the orderly, sow
secured them in the imounities of regalar warfare,
arsl made that caOmpa rtively jmnocent wlich bolore
was abaoxious Lo d'.unlllu il Eua:d'hlhl-illl'l.

We have spoken of twn several fires as conspicuous
upon ithe islund at the npproach of Singleton, the one
upon the centre, the oher, aml smaller one, a6 s re-
molesl exiremiy. OF the use made of the formear,
wi lave alresdy scon something ; the other, while it
had caught the eye of Major Singletan, bad been 100
remote o enable him to distinguish the Empln?'ma
or character of the varmus persons who yol ¢ m]:r
encircled 1. He couald seo that thore were several
fizuros sitting around the bramls, which seemd 10 have
been but loosely thrown together, as they had now
fullen apart, enly gave forth a Mickering blaxe a1
intervals, denying that constant light, withouwt which
he could not bnrc o gain any knowledges of the per-
sons, even ot o far less d-uune-n Thesae persons rnd
mot v at his approach, and had remained sisionary
all the while he was employed in making himself
known to those who were io be lis comrades,  “This
glome would have been enough o attract his
aitention ; and, m addition, he saw that those around
hima, when bending their glnaces off inthe direction of
his awn, shook their heads with an air of solemainy,
amd, though saying nehing, wera yet evidently niffis-
encod by a knowledge of some circumstances commectod
with the mysierious groo E of a painful eharscior,
Ohaprving the inguiting leok of Mapor Singleton, Hume

phries approached, and whispered bim that the pany
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at the Tp-naiu fire comsisted of Frampion, his two
aons, and tho  dead Im:l_r al his wife, and pmpﬂﬂ
lhmwlilj' sboulil go to him. “The major sl ooee con-
sen

“You'll see o snd sight, Major Bingleton—a sai
sight !—for the man is crazy, et them say what they
may. He doa't know hall the time what he says or
does, nmd he scarcoly feols any thing.”

They moved everin the proseribod diroctbon, and ap-
proached withowt distarbing the chiel personmge of the
group.  The elder son, n youth of twemy, looked up
# eheir coming, bl said mothing. It was evidem shat
bey and he alope, bad been weeping. The other
o, A Wil fne-looking led of sixteen, seomod in-
spired] with hamsbher feclings @8 his eye gazed from
the face of the father 1o ithai of the mother, whose
dewd body lay between the two, hor hoad oo the lap
;:I' the eldar méslr whose arms J::dhi' streined
poznly==long, hicately brown ghossy.  Sho
had evidently HIJE?:-:::::;I-WE :m Her
person was we justly nei-
thier masculine nor small. Hf:.l:ﬂ;ll.lF"rH wire soil and
|'u|1.|].lr. The fece was smooth, e had been brissed,
secmmgly as if she b fallen it ; and there were
blotches upon the check forehead, which may
have been the consequence of blows, or might be the
naigrul evidenco of that decay which was now stroagly
perceplible.  The face of the chiel moumer, wha sat
mlent st her feed, ]mhiug forward inlo her face, was
a e one, 35 well in s moald a3 in 18 oopressaon, 11
was that of & splemlul savage. There was cnough of
wolemm ferocity in it for the murderer, enough of re-
ileoming  sensibality w ®ofien, il mot o subdue, the
other more leading attribites of its charnctor.  His
skin was dark like that of the le generally of that
pokghbourhesd.  His eyes were black and prercing ;

a buming on cach chesk, =oe 1o have
l:rmm'l;i;ﬂfm v red I:" ud'!f-:l:ur_nlt I:i-ilid:dn
LR LR L] ing islens 1 LLALTE R L] '
anil 1he h:'n'r“r Jaw :Elrmﬂi ta have huF:n lhmt'ﬁrl.ﬂ
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kept down spasmodically. Through the aperiure
glarod the tips of lhamnﬂ and white tecth, sometimes
closed together by a sudden convalsive jork, but im-
mediately relaxing sgain and resuming their divided
LT
He ook no sort of notice of the pow-comors, aitil,
throwing himsell alongside of the younger boy, Ham-
|11'u'i.-u.l ook the hand of ithe moiher inio his vy, aEil
gazed over upon bor face.  Framgpon then gave him a
bivsk——n =mingle look: and as their cyes met, ihose of
Humphries miwtively filled with water, The be-
reaved wretch, a8 he saw this, laughed snecringly and
shook his heail.  There was no nusunderstamlmg the
rebuke. 06 cloarly scomed the sympathy, aml called
for tha slemer tibute ol rovenge. The elder son
then carrted on o briel conversatson in an umder tona
wiih the liewtenant, which was ealy sudible in part 18
Bingleton, who sat on the root of a iree opposite.
He guve the pariculars of his mother's removal in
this dialogue, anl of the resolule deggedacss with
mﬁnh his b hitherio resisted the baral of the
.
“ Tt must bo baricd st onee,” said Humphrics more
earmieslly to the youth, ‘Ihe father beand him, and
glaring wpon him with the eyes of o tiger, the desolals
man bopt forwand and placed his haml resolutely over
the body, as if determmed wot 1o suffer s removal.
= Nay, but 18 must, Frampton ;—ibiere’s o use in
keoping it hers: and, indeed, here's no Keoping R
much bonger.  Hear o reason, man, and bo persuaded.”
Tl person addeeesed shook his hesd, and main-
taaneed his hold wpen B for a mosnent in silence ; bt
all on a smdden, hall’ rising to hia fect, be shook his
fisls fiercely at 1he speaker, while his expression was
so full of ferociy, that Humphries prepared for, and
every mament ﬂ:l'lcmd, nitack.
= You have lied e me, Humphriea ™ o exclaimed
with difficuliy, as i through lus clenclied teeth.—
“You have lied to mop—you suid he should be
hero,—whero is he ! why have you not brought him ™
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H:“"]H? broaght who 1" demanded the sther camn-
I¥s
= Who "—and as the maniac hall shricked o the
wond in sneecing repetition, he pointed 10 the body,
whils be cried, with a fierce laugh, between each pames
il.:l his “rlh—“wlihi-'—dtd ha ot :hmrm—umh

er o the groun trample upon e L
G-ud]-—upun her=—=my wile ™ Al as the sccumis-
bated pictare of his wife's injuries poss up before his
mind whele he spoke, his speech lefi b, and he
choked, ull kis [aee grew lavid in their sight, and yet
b had oo tears,  He soon recovered ensugh w speak
agmin with m'!qlhin.g liks & show of calmmess,

“ Wou gaid you were my frend—that yoa weaild
bring him to me—that | should kill him bere—here,
even whils mine oyes yet looked wpon her. Liup!
whore ishe T Why have you mot browght him 1%

"llmn-uli.ar,]'rlmp‘l.nm. Ind_ﬁll.llﬂl.m' I

isodl 10 bring the dragoons to you; but | am wil-
EE' o bead you o them i -

= [io | want a leader for that '=—you shall see :" and
b relapsed after this reply ino the saame ‘solomn sa-
por which had marked his looks us lhuﬁmm:ﬁ
of the twe. Humphrios procesided with temper
coulueas—

w11 & timee, Frampion, o be @ man-=1a boar upa 1
youer logsas, nmd :hi::ui: how o lave revengs :I'wtﬂlr:?'

“lam remly, Hpeak mol 1o me ol reven ak
nat ; | am thirsting—thirsting for bliod ™ was the reply.

Yo, hers you il mojang over  youar losses,
while the red-coats are i e swamp—ay, hlunll.nl; =]
ot in our own grotnds—Hock's dmgooas, with Travis
o4 their bead.™

The man was an his feet in an insdant,  "Phere was
a wild glow mow visible in his face, which completely
suparseded the sombire fixedness of its previous expres-
akon. ALl pow was summary impasience.

= Come 1" said he, l'l'ringb:h hand imﬁinu-llr. aml
covalsively prasping his Bosom with his fisgers—
= eome [ "

Voo L=H
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Wt in well. I now see you are in the right mood
for vemgeance, and | have mele all arrangements for
it. Here is & swonl; aml this, l"‘ru.l:upl.m'b. 1% B CrHTe
manider, Major Singleton.  He is sow our leader, and
will pa us i the dragoons’ wacks in shon anler,”

"The mamiae 1 stupidly o Bingletan, uml bend-
ing his head with & strange sumper oa his lips, simply

wil the word = Coame 1™ with which e showed his
willingneas for the sdventure.  Humphries whispered
Major Simglewon 1o take him o his wonl, and move him
off to the rest of the party, while be gave directsons
for the interment of the bady,  Singlewn did 20, and
without any show of reluctance, Frampaon followed
him., Chnee did he ston nl.lﬂ-ll-rnl]-', I:|.:r.|1 |.|'||H:h:ly roumnil,
sid seom about o retrees his stops; bul soeing i,
Singleton samply ohserved, as i o mlalr—-

“ Wy shall soon be upon the drls:nuu!. and ibon—"

The ohject was gained, snd the distracied, desolate
greature [ollowed, Like a tumes d-ug.lhu lead of his com-
manider. He listenod in gloomy stlenee o the ar
rangements, as they were agreed upon, forthe encounter
with Travie.  He know enough of that sor of Gghting
o men that they were judiciously made ; uml, satesfied
with the promise which they conveyod 1o his mimd af
the revenge which he desired, he offered mo suggestson,
mor interfered im the l|:| Im—u :I-r:g'rr:t with any of ithegr
plana, Ssill, not a wrd which had hean uttered
amang them escaped his appreciation.  He was now
[u!i_l.r awakoned o o |i.ngln object, and the Nﬂﬂﬁﬂi”
faculties grow tributary 2o the desire of his mool when
that became concentrated.  He saw that the P
plana were the best that could ke deviaed for the en-
coanter, asd he looked 1o that new for the satisfucion
of his thirgl.

Humphries havi van his directions duly for the
mtﬁmmull&b:fymmwm upmzmrdu-
Libwrations with the rest.  His opinion was
Major Singleton, wha, InmEI orders that all things
ahould bo in rexdiness, [ zaw 1o the execalion
af cefam msor :r:uu]'lna, amil than dinpuni.nl ns
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gentrics, proceeded (o enjoy the three howrs of slamber
which had heen allotted belore the necessary start to
intercepd Travis,

It was an hour after midmight when e guanls
mrsuseil them with the [Hvrpir.l.livum for their movement,
The nighs was atill, clear, snd calm.  The winds wess
slecping, or only strove with a drowsy movement along
1I'mu)j;a of the rees, the highest shove the swam
Sweelly the nurmurs of the creek amumd them, sw
len h-y the infloax of the tide from the sea, which is
thers strongly perceptible, broke wpon the ear, s
the waters, in feeble rpples, strove agamnss the litle
islamd, nmil brought with them a sense of freshness
from the sea, which none fesls more pleasantly than he
wha haz been long wanderdng it the sauthem forests,
Bunk & lip had }'ct:,'rul:m nmang thet . ol save tha
slight cry of the eapricious insoct, ihe sound
duced by their own early mevement in busiling ime
actbon, there was nothing in that deep stillness and
depih of shadow calealated in the slightest degres w0
impair the feelings of solemnity which, in s own
abode, Silence, the most impressive of all the fopest
divinitios, oxacts from his subjects.  Wih a ready
nllzril:r. 'l1h'E:.'i.11! the eommamd of their leader, the
troapers wore soom i saddle, forming & compact bod
of twenty men, Frampton and his two sons meluded ;
tha Very hoys being thas H:I.'I"l}" I.lnght in the duties of
the partisan.  Followisg in such order a3 the inequal-
ities of 1he swamp would parmit, 1]1&}* were sson al-
vaneed upon their rowte through bog and through bricr,
slough, forest, and ranning water—a roule, rageed dmd
circuiboas, and not always without its penl.  In thres
hours, and ere the ﬂn.:,-liah'l yel dn..:p]ed thee abum sk,
ihoy skirted the narrow ridge whero the arrangemont
of Bingleton placed them, and over which the seoati
[ Tl o wimaend bo puv, Thien M
wstile anxiely, aml we '
=l
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CHAPTER YL

U Therd ahall I poy for this. Bl we Aol laregh ==
Ll.uh miearily bof eomaqoest, when i ke
The wolidog froas sur Beoais, and yiekly us bis 1

Toaves, fhe Faithfol ﬂr:l.r.'l_jul.ﬂr of the iory Huxck,
was ai his march imo the swanp bofore daylight.  As
Humphries had anticipated, he twok the path, if sa i
might be called, oo which the ambuscaile hal been
laid for him, He might eot have dope o0, hud he
ibreamed For an instant of the existence in this quanes
of swch abody of men as that now prepaning 1o recelve
him. Looking on his ohject, however, simply ns the
arreat of Frampion, and the scouning of the swamp of
such stragglers besides as might have been led for
sholuer into its rocessss, bo adopted the poste which
was obviously most accessible, and most Likely, there-
fore, to ke resoried o by the momly skulking discon-
temt,  The hali-miliary eye, leoking ou for an epemy
in any respeet equal, would have either stsdiowsly
avoided the ridge over which "I'ravis pow prosumed 1o
ride, or would have adopted some beuer procautions
than le lad trowhbeld himsell oake, 15 was naturally
& siromg defile, well caleulated for an CHEY dolfemee, ns
only & small force coull poasibly be of e upon ik
But two persons could ribe abreast i the preson
direction, mnd then only with great dificulty amd by
slow movement ; for Linde gallies axd fissures contine-
ally intersected the path, which was circubions and
'I'iﬂll:iﬂl’.. and, il maot nlw::,'a. covorsl with water _n.nd
awamp, quits s difficul? 1o overcome, (man s Teram

th of wmbrage.  “Though an ofd eaveller i sech
astinesses, thess oheirucirons were in o sord pt-uul.ql
te the leador of the pary, who, beind 2 eotorious
grumbler, accompas every step which he ok with



THE PARTISAN. fg

a grunting sort of commentary, by way of disapproba-
tiom,

“ Wow, may the dovil inke these gullies, ibat go as
deep when you get mnto them as if they were male for
him. This is & day’s chase, and the next time Huck
wanls & hum, he shall seek it himself, 1 like ot this
gervice, s linde less tham a -lhlpm'qzl:en! of tha
profession, and spraks wot well for an old solilier.”

Tl lealer spoke with feeling, and no linde emphasis,
s his stewd scrambled uplhul'.ﬂ.lﬂ:l'rﬂru the sl h
which lia legs ol beon almest fesened, tho slimy
naxe ol which, left by the nowsreceding tide, rendering
the gifore to release himaell’ s matier of tor difficulty
than wsual, The grumbling eostinued, even alter he
had grined the tussock.

'-"Flwu a sohlior !" eriod one who rade up behind
him, and wlo spoke in terms of famibanty indican
chose companionship—* thou a saldier, Hunks, imhlm
Wihkat should make thes a soldiee 1™

w hm [ nom, {.'-luughr' wus the re ¥

“ Aned wharefore dost thou premdile, then 1™

#“ Wherefore !  Becanse, being a soldier, [ am send
upon any bist & soldior's sarvice. Adﬁg might die thia
dduty=—a dog that you had well beaten.

@ hngd what hetter service, Hunks, couldst thouw have
o keep thee from grumbling? Ast thou, now, not a

hear with a sore head, that kindoess cannot oA,
amil erossing omly ean keep eivil!  Hend thoe on what
service Hock may, itis all the same 5 thoa wilk grumble
nf the toil, even when it hkes thee best, What wouldst
thina have—what wonld plesse thes 1™

"'B_'r Haint an:il::r, bzl he m:g'hl anle, af lenst?! He
might give = man a choice,” responded the other,
groflly.  “1i's bwi & small favour 1 ssk, to be suffered
to choose for my=ll wlsother [ ahall work for my mas-
ter on hill or in hole—with a free bit, or hamd to hand,
aloss struggle with a hangry alligaior in his wallow.®

“ Ao thou wouldst cheose the very service he now

thee to. What! da we not all know
who koows thes betser “IE:‘ Huck! He sees thou art
&
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the best man for the swamp; that thy scent is keen
with the bloodhound, thine eye like the hawk's, and
thoa ar quick for fight as the colonel's ballpup.  Ttis
becasss he knows thou an fond of this serl of venturs
that o puts theo upom i smd what thau gromblest ag,
therclore, it will be ow of thine own wisdom w shaw,
even if thoo didst wish W, m truth, which | belisve

o,

#[ts-a dog's life only, this scenting swainpa for the
carrion they had botler I:;‘:;]p—'wuring o F.nm'l legs
and horaes, and making sera i the duty ol & hungry
dog. Kot ity but Pl resist after this!  Let them senil
cihers ihat are vounger, =nd like it better. 1L give n
up—Il da no more af i&,~

i Bay so to Huck, and lose command of the scouts—
thiv best game thoo hast over played ae, il the haggage-
wagnns speak rue,” was the reply, = What ! shah thou
lﬂm'hl. i oo what thou ari besi fited for?  What
Eu:h!huim}u b after—wlha oeler service would pleass

a ]

“Thoa mayst sec me in 8 charge yob, Sorgeant
Cloagh.” n.-:t]::d Tgavis, boastfully, * provided thou
bast blood enough 19 stop until if's over.  When thoy
hast sean this, 1 wilt ask me mo child's questinas,
Whni! becagse | am gr.-ud uf ihe SWRmp, nm I there-
fore worth nothing o6 the highway | Tt were a sarry
soldier that coald not 1ske clear track and bush and bog
alike, when the case ealls for i, and do good service
in all. Hut thou shali see, some day, and grow
wiser.”

* Well, thou dost promise largely, like an old debtor ;
bait, to m{'mind. thou as just now whioes thou shouldsy
be—in the swamps; for, truth b0 speak, thoa loves
them==thou lovesi ithe wallow and ihe |'|m|g'h.-lhu
thick coze which the alligator boves, aml the dey feen-
bank where he makes bhis nesi; thoua lovest the 1erapin
becasss of his home, not less than of the good
which h&l,ﬁi'l'm us ; amd the ugly moceasin, and the
and the frog—the brown lmand aml the green—the
swamp-spider, with ita ropy bowse nml bagging black
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body—all these are favourites with thes, becawss thy
spirit craves for thee a home like that which they
abide " A

“Iria m poodly place, with oll that company thea
speakest ol ; L:I-m':ri- pleasant o the au:?ﬂa.:d tha
poises—there is no music like the concent the frogs
make for thee at sunser.”

= 8ad oot T Why, man, thou quarrellestwab kind-

TEas -I:r.'u thou ravest at Hock for l:m]lug thee i the
swamp.  Thow wert feverish and impations this mom-
ing umtil thou wers fabcly in iy with its mud asd water
plashing around thee ; and now thow art kere, with the
troes crowding upos us se thickly that the san kooks
niel uncder them once in the whale year, thau creepest
like n terapin upon thy joumney, zs if thow dids:
Fenr o wouldst 100 quickly get through it a f
fear, this, for we oo but the beginning : tlse bog deep=
ens, amd tha da.].' grows darker as we g Thow art
slow, Travis.”

 Baimt Jupiter, Magier Clough, wouldst thoa lead T
“Thany mrt m betier lrn.rrl.p-mku than Ned ‘I'ravis, and
hio bon, as | may say, in @ bush and cradied in a bag,
amd his frst hreeches, like miher Eve's
mnibe ot of bulrushes! G o, Friend, and be modest !

“ Ay, wlien thon art wise, ol can go withoul codt-
sel.  Oince more, Travis, but | do think thy snail's pace
were botler mended.”

“ Teach Goose Creck, would ].u-u! Talk not so
londly, Bergeant Clough, -|.|nll running through the C
irnall-. or the groy-squirrel will ln-:k d-u'l-'rl- nnd s {

Ie’s up leetinaes this morning. and knews more
long leap through a broad swamp like this of the Ashl
than comes to thy wisdom. Speak before him 'IE
|p|l-|"|hlll|1.‘! reverenes, [or be walclhes thee (rom the |'||.|'|n.-
top ahovn thee,™

The sergeant, whiy was an E:l,gllu'hf:ﬂ.ﬂ-. Inoked
IP'I'III] with dus simpliciiy, amd reccived in his [ace
i dismombered and decayed branch which the playful
animal threw down, &8 he leaped away froan the ree

they were passing.
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= Now,d—n the rebel | That were a hanging natier
far one aof W ashingion's EIUQ'H'

“ Ay, coubl wou casch him ¥ rl!].lllnl Travis, with o
laugh at the dsscoanfiture of his oo pandon, whios busped
II:irnatl'in lreeing his face from the dust of the ducayail

ranch,

s Epe what thou getlest for thy stupidity, ‘Think
you gray-jecket knew nod all you were saying?  He
did: ot a wond Eul:.'lpﬂ] himiz and, believe 1t or ik,
his tribe have quie as moch umlerstnding & we,
ihoaigh, 1 be suare, they havo sol the same twongoe 1
make ot koowne  11's a God's tneth, now, that squirrel
has heon outstanding septiie] for his company, just as
ours watches for us ; amd Jook where they go, all ansusd
us, and sbl 1w the same dircetion ! Bew o you 'pinru,
how fiall of them! Tt bends nnd ﬂmI-.u.. big s it bs, 64
ihey ]ﬂF ofl o the moxt trae. are il -ul'ﬂliunl. as
iha sentinel gave ihom notice. l':}l now and then,
a8 wo drow nigh, o piped up squeak al’ler acpieak, and
every one differcnt, as much as w0 say, * Now they
come—pizhor, sighor, nighes "—and whon he thoughe
it time 1o move, be tumbded the dry branch inte your
open maouth, and madeod with lis last gignals,”

= Pshaw ! what nonsense youa talk =

 Nonsense ! Baint Jupiter, but i's true as lorpentine !
There’s uo truth, if thal be not. "|"-'|!|r. man, | go far-
ther: 1 do believe, n my conscience, that unders
siand anthmetic and navigation.  Don't you imk b
wald hiz fellows how many we wore, aml what route
“over the water we were going o take T You see they
have taken a different direetion allogeher.,”
m;:l'l;w thigh 1 swallow yoar feol stories " said

.

% Quite as onsy to swallow, snd beiter food than the
braach the sqairrel threw thee : bt if thoo balieve not,
I care mor. Rot thee, for an infidel, having as ke
belief as braims! Thou nrl worse than Turk or Hes
brew, and should have no water from me weri thoo
fxmishing."

“Theu canst scarce deny it bure,” was the reply, as
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the nﬂ.nnﬂlﬂarmnwhur,llmﬂladtw % qoag-
mlr:}hu aproad across the path,

e Mar would | bere ; 1 am chartable : ke Il:].' 1] |
of what ia beforo thee.,  Buwi hold up, men ; we are on
the broad teack. This tussnck runs for s hundeed yands,
widening to a fork ; and I've a mind that you shall”
go through the wirst part of i, Sergeant Clough, that
you may gel more wisdom in swamp-sucking. Close
i meEr—ugp

They pazsed ovor the broad path ino few moments,
witil theey reached a point from which ma sut amotlier
rauite, cleardy mdicated wpon the skv, by an opening
thmugh the s, which let in, for (he frst tiime after
their ontrance, the unobstricted sunlighi.

“To the nght mow, men—e the rght! 1i's ihe
worsi irack, buf carries u8 soonest to the heart of ithe
awamp, el wa can pass f pow withost swimming :
the walens care going down, aml it will oot be &0 bad,
after all.™

s il worse, Travis, than what we have passed ™
ihql'imhd l:-'|ulup:|'t.. rather 'uru:mﬂ!.

*_"'a'-"nﬂq.'" exclnimed "Fravis, _u.uning ll'mnl_,r up=n
« the speaker, with a sneer; “ Baint Jupster ! sadd 1 et
vou should Iearn swompesucking T You'll drink before
yoi gomp ont. Hot the water’s fresh.”

“ Fresh, here in the swamp ™

# Ay, fresh enough——fresh from the sea, unbess the
tide’s gone cloan down. ot on; do pot fear; it looks
worss than it tastes, O, aeed follow me choae ™

They dashed after their leader as he gave the word,
T elemir progress wes mnel showor tham belore.

In the mean while, let us jam our eyes wpom ihe
party mowaiting for them,  Following the suggestiona
of his lisatenant, IIl.u11|1'|1.r|t\l.. f!'l.'l_]m' Hinﬂ:l‘.ﬁn dig=
o] ol ia imen 8l eonvenient distasees for mmiual
mp‘plfn aloag the mone accessible ridge which the NI:?!-
of Travis hal originnlly parsued. The design
Teen & ool ane ; For it was nod 1o be sy ihat
ofn wWha had shown himsell so eareful in selecting the
least obstructed route, would wallingly leave i, in pref-
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erence ta another, so indirect and dificult of passage
s that which Travia had now turned his horse.
The ambuscade kad been well lawl, and must have
been successful, hot for this circumsiance.  Major
Singleson himsell, being in adeanee, was the first 1o

reeive this change of movement, which, king place
Just when his anxieties were most nroissl, wis poo-
ductive of an exapgorate] degres of disappoimtment,
He crved o to Humphries, who lorked in a low bush
on ihe appeite bank, and saw no se roadily —

= They loava the track, Humpliries ! they lave fisrmed
all to the nght=—we are (oiled !

The liutenant rose from bis recombeni position,
and gaw the with of his conmander’s suggestion. T
eifect a change of ambuscade 21 this moment was b
less; anpil thers remained but ose mede, and that was,
o persuade thom 1o roturn b0 the path (rom which
they dlpl.ﬂ-:d. Ar fimst, he thoaght o throw himself
immnd.iuel_lr in thair WAy ; il heing wicll knowi, and
Booked wpon as loyal by all the deageons, he thosght
he might lure them back by misrepresentations of one
kind or amother.  'This thoughi he abandoaed, howerer,
as he still desired to keep limsell from detection, which
he eoald pot I'p;l-Pe. should any of tlem cscape Lo tazll
the slary,

# There 1s but one way, major,” he exclaimed, while
smpenring his visage with the mwl pround him, sl
leaping Iy forth on foor upon the broad path—
“ ghere is bit one way, sir i keep your men fet, while
I make myself visable to Travis. [ will run tha
bank, and make them hear me.  They will follow the
tussock, aml, by the tme I am 6 cover, you will have
thom beiween yon, “The rest of the work is yoars."

He waited not for an agswer, but the Bext instant
was seen by Hingleton coursing along the nssock
townrds ihe routs inken by Travie. ﬁ"lﬂn upon the
highest point, and pereeptible to them, he broke o dried
sthck, with & sharp, spapping soand, which reached tha
quick ear of their leader,  “Fravis tumsed instansly, and
ordored & halt,
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u Hold up, men—hold up 3 moment!  See you mo-
thing o the left ™

All ewer were tarmed in the required direction, but
they failesd to distinguish any obhject in particular; other
than belomped to the region.

“ Lasak, Ulough, vour cyes are younger than mine—
bock o ihe lefi, 'hr:,'und the I:ig' witier-oak, ¢lose by the
blasted pine—ihe very highest point af the hm.lciﬂ
just el

] mee, aeo!™ eroed one of the troopers: “it's &
man.~

# Now I have #! You are right, Wilkima—it's =
man—a stout  [ellow, aml must be Frampeon,” cried
Clough ; *the very dog we seck.”

# Mo, "tis pot the man we seek.” was tha n-l;ll!.r ol
Travis, wha hal been watching imently,  =This is a
slort sboud man, nol ol more inches than mysell; Fram
ton, theugh stout, is tall.  But he is cur game, be
wha he may. All sre outlaws here, robssls for
the rope. ere, Corporal Dinicks, have your string in
readiness : wo shall doubiless peed 8 casi of
office, and the noo=e slould be free for service. 1
clowe, and be ready. Ha! he scents—he sces us!
He is om eho wing, and we mst be quick and cautious,
After himg Clough, o the lefi—rnght, Wilkins! Gt
H-un the tossock, and, if he keeps i, you have him.

wle, boys! ‘To the left, Clough—to the lefi! Ha
can't clear tho amd we are sure of him!™

Half of the treops dashed alter the suspicious porsoa,
who wis our acquaintance Humphries ; the other half,
slowly returning, re-emtered the old trail, nwd kept iheir
way towarls tho fying object and the pursoit.  'The
lieutemant found oo difficunly in mislesbing his purssors,
having once drawn them back to their original direction,
They arged tha chase hotly him, bue he know
his cowrse, and was coal comfideont.  Doublin
contisually through bog and through brier—new beh:
this, now urder that clump of foliage or hrosh—1e con=
irived o boggle them contd i inkrica-
cues, each more difficaly than the , antil he @ot



Bg THE PARTISAN.

only led them isto the very thick of the ambescading
, atill maimaining his erigial lead sipon them, bod
¢ scattered them so fur asander, thal maioal assistasce
became impossibie. It was then thai, gathering him-
sell up for breath aleng the odge of a bank, he coully
wi the modsture from his brows, looking from sido
ta side, s he heanl the splashing in the water or the
rustling in the brush of his bewildered porsuers,  He,
useamwhile, Fairly concealed from their sight by a thick
cluster of Cypresacs that rose oat of ithe bl.!.' heefeare him,
enpecriving the time o have arrived for scticon, gave the
shinll whistle with which his men were fumilbiar, “The
arsuwers beard il reverberate all arcamd thom from &
gem echoes of tho swamp; they gave back, and
thers was & panse io the cheie, as if by common cons
senl.  The sound had something supersatural and
chilling in it and the instinet of each, but & moment
before £ kot upon the heels of the outlaw, was now 1o
reguin his starting-place, and recover his secunty with
his brenth,  Bug retront wis oot so ensy, and prudeisce
comselled wo lare.  They male the offest, howerer;
but {0 succeed was denied them.  The word ol com-
meand reached their ears in apother voice than hat of
their own leader, aml inthe next instant came the sha
eracking report of the rifle—=two, tires, four, Travia
went down in the et shot; they bebold his fall dis-
tincily, as he stood wpon the la hu-lrﬁiul ol the .ri.dg:r,
wlich was visible for a huns ands rouml. Fora
moInsnt e, 1he enemy reminuljr'iuvi.i:ih-lu + hami H’ajm
Singletom now gavoe lus onders shrlly and codlly—
"Stnuﬂr.. men—1i file, Opa onder—irol ¥ And then
came the rush of the charge, and the stirngglers beheld
the flashing sabres dealing with the few rroopers wh
biebd the broadd Fidge of the ussseck,  The weries fought
woll ; bat the surprise was (oo sudden, and oo linle
prepared for, and they foughi ot disadvaniage. Bl
as t]wf remamhered the u.nlpu.ring character of thair
own warliee, anil were conseings of moumerabde oul-
rages, such as had drivin Frompion e outlawry, they
stood their ground bravely enough, I-":ﬂ';.'ing?h.u first
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strokes of their assailamis, who had evory sidvantage,
they dashed aside from the path, anl sirove 1o escapo
pfl jpg mn oveTy direction lh'mngll the SWaIm[,
t with the lees of the rilge, which Singleton with
his few troopers now traversed in all directions, they
lost all ehance of extrication. T‘I1¢'_ir flonndered feans
slomgh to slough, while, dismounting anid oan [@of, the
*whigs pursoed theme  “The ery for quarter on all kands
ended the combat, and the survivors were drawn forth
o become prisopors.  They threw down thoir arms
generally, aml were spared s one who resisted was cat
down by Davis, who had shown himsell a trag man in
eloss contest 3 wnd one strevo 0 escaps by tarming back
upan his path, and plunging on through the swamp in
2N oppasite direction fo that taken thet rest: luat
thore was an eye upan him, quic hate, and a
deadly hostiliny which pothing could blind—a foststep
which he coull not evade. e fapitive was the san-
inary corporal of Huck—a wretch who always car-
ﬁwedﬂ:{ cord at his sadille-bow for sulden e::t.-}llnim.
amd rp,n_rud nnthriug so well as s cm ment.  His
El:tauﬂr was thi manias Frampton.  That fierce man
singled out this one antagonist; and throughous the
brief struggle, in which he bore an aetive poart, had
wover once witlklmwn his glance from him. Dat for
thes, the wrelch mi;h‘l have Eﬂﬂpllld; aml even ll::l.
had ot guilt or fear pnr.tlg:rd his energy or judgment,
his chawces might have been good ; but he hold oo
lomg to has horse, and lost that tome, m irying 1o urgo
him the track e had takea, which on foor might
have availed him more effecimally.  The snimal beesn
entangled in some waler-vines, and before he could ges
kim fres, or even gut from his hack, the pu:mr wis
Husgine into the swamp, with dewn sword waving
urﬂ'ﬂ:‘%. and but & few paces from him. ing
from his steed, which b left struggling, he made for
the opposite bank, and reached it before Frampion had
vl pob threugh the slough, Bt even this a E
did nof serve him 1|:rn5.. Thn-u.!‘h baave rnu-u.;h,l
corporal seemed 3t that moment 1o lack mech of ks
¥oo. L—I
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womnted firmposs. he knew the parseer, had
heard his story, and dreaded his vengeance. It was
not improbable, indeed, that he himself had boon one
of those concerned in the sssult spon Frampion's wife.
If a0, the Bight of the one and the concentrated pursuit
of the other wore both natum] cpough,  Goilt must
always despair fis charm im the moe of the true
BYEMTOF. till, for & moment, there was a ghaw of
spirit.  He wheeled, amd confrmatoed the parsoer with &
word of defiance ; but the moment after, he tusned -Ig-'li'h
in flight. He ran over the tnssock wpon which both
af thirm naw stocd, and, bounding through a pond that lay
i his wn.].'..m:uk off for & closs cover of eypreases that
w at & litile distance.  Ehould ho gain that cover,
iz saledy woald most probably be eertain, xs he wouald
then have gaimed an Frampion, and kad long since been
ot of reach of the rest.  Bot of the one ran with the
apenild of fear, malness gave wings 1o the other.  Tha
fugitive looked over his shoulder opce as he flew, and
he could sos in the t{u of his purswer that thero
was no pity, bui death; and witeely vain muost be
his ery for quarter.  Perhaps he felt's conviction of
this from = dun comsciousmess of what he bl deserved
from his awn atrocitbos, h"l‘he thought inercased his
lpur.-d ; bt 1l1|:|i|.|gh ﬂplj;l and elnstic mm.lg!l, fety el
mid eacape the man who roshed behind him, Dt:l';'hE
wood, water, and every obstnaction, the fierce wrele
Fn::ll:ﬂ o upsy the rnp_;iti.'r{l. The nnqmn'l fiekt the
splashing of the water from his sidversary's feed; he
knew that the next moment msss be followed by the
whirl ol the sabre, and he sank motionless 1o the growand,
The blow wert cloan evor him ;. bot t'm'uqh it carrmd
Frampton beyond him, yet he dal not fall, "The maniae
soon recovered, and confrontel the corparal, wha now
found it impossible to fy : his hope was in fight enly.
Bat what was his lifted weapon agaisst that af las
oppanent, wiclded by his superior strength, made ter-
1] by madness !  The swonl was dashed assde—
dashed down in the heary sweeping stroke with which
tha other prefaced tho conflict,
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& Morey ! merey ! ered the corporal, a8 he saw that
it was all over. A howl lke that of the wolf was tho
oaly response, wwl the weapon bit through the bone as
the arm was mnavailingly thrown up 1o resist . The
stricken member hung only by the skin and a part of
the eoat-slecve.  The stes] was Al.-rdn.dlr in thi r—

o Mercy, Frampion! have mercy—"

The l:pr:ﬂ:h wits silenced, o, r:n.l.ll'l.i.ug I.iuuu.gl:l hane
vl braim, the bick sword dug fis way down inta the
very eyes of the pleader.  'The avenger knelt upon the
senseless body, as it lay at his fect, and poured forth’
above it & strain of impious thapksgivieg 1o Heaven
for eo mich grantod aml gaimed of e desired ven-
geance.  His wild; wolfish lnegh, at ntervals while he
E_rﬂyrd, tanght the rest of the party where 1o look for

ik,

CHAFTER IX.

"I dtduﬂ—lhrwn{‘m sereiches aul
Far in thadatance. i

1] ol wew,
Tﬂhﬁlmnm by

Ir was an easy victory, amd won without loss,
Wiping his bloody sword upon the mase of his steed,
H-jn:%hulﬂuu el up o his captives, who, by this
time, wers all pmprrlf secured. Four peersans el
fallen in the conflict, and among these was their leader,
Travis. He wae shot desd u;im the spot.  Clough
was severely wonnded in the bronst, though perbaps
ot mortally; aed lay gasping. bat withost a groan,
wpon the ground where he had fallen, and aroud which
the surviving prisoners were grouped. Three others
had falles, either killed owtright or mortally wounded :
two of these by the sabre, not including 1he conporal,
who fall I]HI'ﬂh.:lﬂFHmpMn., _'ll'l'u:'lru_l.l.
once rolled into the swamp., The priscmers, fve in
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number, ware matives, generally of the very lowest
class, umd just mnm-cﬁ'mhﬁ,g_m according to the
necessity of the case, an eitlor side, Suech, midead,
were the tories throughout tee state, with very fow
exeqptiong. Without leading principles, s nuserably
oor—iol recogrised, exeep 85 mercenarics, in the si=
cril anstocricies which missd always prevail i slave-
Im]dipsg nations=—ihey had oo sympathy with the
msire infuentisl classes —ihbose who wers the first 1o
resist the authoriy of England, The lovve of gakn,
the thirst for rapine, i that marsoding and gi dr habat
al Life which was familiar to thom, were sl direeily
appealed 1o in the tory mode of warfure, “They were
reidy om nny side which offered them the greatest
chasnce for bmbulgimg in these habiis; amil the soddon
prl.-puﬁhr!hct Britsh power alter the Fall of Chades.
town determined the major part of this class of people in
favour of the invaders, The tories forming Heck's
cavalry were all of this son ; and the small dotachment
just overthrown by Bingleton had no sympathy with
shioir leaider, anly a5 bis kisown charscter promissd them
plunder.  Defeat had mo attraction in their eyes | amd,
na that is always the true caose wlich is triampham,
thoy now freely tendered themsalves, with clumoross
tongues, and io the no small chagrin of the wounded
Clough, as recruits for Simgleton, The Driten de-
nounced their pecfidy in fi ss banguage, ool threat-
ened them termbly with the vengeanco of Huck and
‘Tarleton ; but the remaote fear is no fear with the vul-
gar. ‘They seldem think in advance of the mecessity,
amd the exhortation of their wounded officer had mo
visible effiset. ‘Thoy persisted in their dotermination
10 fight o the right sube, and earpestly assarted their
love of coumiry, alle 'ug that foree oply had |1|=.n.:u:|
tham i the ra ﬁlﬁtmum . Mnjﬂréﬂl leton ok
ferred with Humphries en the couwrse 1o be aken
thia matter. ‘The latter knew most of the panties, bt
had been ]:rrl.uhml Ly E:t]:- froam :.1';]11,, and r.'h.q- Biad not
senn lim, only in the beef glimpse which they had of
him in the persuit, when, at such a distance, perpetu-
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ally moving, and with his face well smeared with the
rank ooze from the creek argund him, ke misst have beaen
umknown, excepl upon the narmwest examination, even
o the mather ail borne ham. It was stall hil?‘.ﬂ-
icy oo keep from sight in conmection with his whig par-
tisams ; for, passing in Dorchester 22 2 loyal citizen—
& character in pan obtained throogh his father's loedly-
woiced attmchmsent to the r:l:i.il.i.n; pnwlr:-l—h»u wWhE
far groater sdvantags to the esuse of tho eoustey than
he possibly coubl have been even inactive miliary sers
vice. He oblained intelligence with singular sdraii-
neas, conveyed it with despatch, and plansed enter-
priszes upon what he knew, with no linle tact and mge-
oty  To remain unksown, therefore, ur-unlz kmowmy
oz hwo had been heretofore, in close connection witl
loyahy alone, was clearly the policy of our leutenant.

There was one man from whom Humphnies seemed
willing to withhald his confidence. Mo counselled his
commander to accept the services of the remaing
four, ':Eﬂ:m.:lnuﬂhg that “:IE}' shoull be =0 disin
amoag the men wha had been tried, as w0 defeat any
concert between them, should they feel any motive 1o
disafoction.  In this mamner it was also thousght a
proper biag would be given o their minds, which, as

both knew, wera safficienly fexible to fnd bug
lithe difficulty in conlorming to any circumsiances
which should for & momont ke the shaps of a ne-
CESSITY.

"B{HM fiflh—the other fellow—he bles
wihat of him ! You say nothing of him, Hamphres,™

= tia ined through the c us he spoke,
'hrﬂﬂ ividhezl poferred to benmed zgainst o tee,
a linde apart from ke rest; his hesd cast down, his
anms relaxed beside him, one leg at ease, while the
whole wei t-u-l'hi.lbmlym:l.nduﬂou'lhﬂuﬂw. Tha
fearures of his oo wers dark an re poaseasing—
dark and sallow ; his checks lank cobourless ; a
small mose ; rd.rv:ltiugfmhuaﬂ. mm-ﬂliilhllmglhil
black hair, that strenmed from ander a broad white hat,
m&nlhmfww?; A sirange protrusion of
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hiis eyes gave his face a sinister expression, which was
aod belore lncking s prodiges distrust; of oven dislike,
in the mind of the observer. Humphries gazed on
bim a moment before be spoke, then, as if satsfied, he
procesded w roply—

| kmow noabing against tha dhli Jaajor; but the
truth 1=, 1 dont Like him, d, I know nobody thas
dons.  Hia right nams is Blossy, et we sll koow
himn Bster by tlo nane of Goggle—a nicknams which
}nﬂ:lun nm-uuulmrhilb}'u. Someihing has hurt
thean when young, which, you see, makes him stare
when he looks a1 you"

“ Well, but we muost oo reluse him becavuse he has
goi 3 blear eve ; we are o0 much in need of men 1w
stand upon trifles.  Krow you nothing against himT”

s The blood's bad that's in him. His fuher was a
horse-thial, and they do say, a8 mulats or an ledians,
As for himself, the worst 1a, that we koow notling
aboul him § amid that's no good sign, mejer, in & country
where everybody knows the business of everybody.
How he lives, and where and by what means he gots
his bresd, is & seeret.  He will not work ; but ges
him when you will, you sec him as you see him now
—pme hall of him sleeping, while the other halll takes
ithe watch. [Not that ke can't nwove when the ume
o for B—or rather whan he's in the bumour for ie.
Towuch ham close upan his goggle ove, and he's up
mrms is a moneent. He will ght liks & waldeat, tien,
and that's in his [avowr; ot the waorest s, be figlne
with a bad heart, and loves o remember infuries,
believe they keep bim from sleep ot gighe.  He's not
like Carcliniass in that ; he can't knoek at once and
have done with i, bus be goes 1o bed 1o think aboat it,
nail to plan when to knock, so as never 1o havo done
with 1. He loves to keep his wrongs slive, so that he
may :l'n'l.t‘l be revenging.”

i Bill, | e nothing, leutenant, that shoold make us
dil-mwgn his desires ; amil, trgith o say, it & far
cagier for uws now b0 keep deubaful friemds in our
ranks, moving with us, and muli:ul.n]l:' usiler DU £V,
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than pasitive enemies in our camp in the form of pris-
omers, wham we wre bound 1o keop gward over. We
can manage our allies il thoy show signs of bad fith,
although we risk something, doubtless; aven by the par-
tinl comfidence.  Hotier do this than broak up our ke
force witching those who profess iemaslves friends,
and may yet prove so.”

“ You may be right, major, and [ only speak perhaps
From an old prejudics ; but keep an eye upon him, for

b certai I koep coe on you en now he is
laoking = i this . ale b bvr can't see ar hear
either of us, but, after the old fashion, o find out what

b can.  IF he were only bosest, be'd be & spy nmong
a thousand.™ . o

& [ will ==e to him a8 p:.rli.-m.ﬂ.l.r.. amd 5f 11 be Fl;l‘llilllﬂ
o drill honesty into him, something may be god ost af
him f" We must ake kim.*

% ¥ery good, sirjp—aml vou now go back into the

lﬂ-

B EI'!|‘nu= wo must put the wousded nsan ime soms
gart of care, though be will suffer, wanting attendanee.”

“ Leave that o me, sir.  You take lum into canap,
anid | have two men to coma out this very day, one of
wihoa is & sortof doctor—pgond as sy one hereakbout,
He ozed o drench horses in Darchester ; aml some
of the grapnies did sxy, that there were no drinks like
thaseé made by Doclor Oakeaburg—that was becaissa
e put nsore of brandy in them than any thing else;
amd il & Doschestor granny loves one thing more than
another, after opium, it s brandy; and sometimes,
IiEinE ithem i:qu..l.]:p wall, she inkes both Ingllh:r. He,
majior, @ the old megr, with some one of the troap,
will be guard emcugh, and Frampion's son Lance can
sty with them in the swamp, B AEile Y0 yOmnE b
be of much seevice, and will oply leam what's bad,

g with the treop"

“ | bave thought better of that, and shall endeavour
1o sttach the to myscll, and probably, in the end,
place him at * The Oaks” wih my uncle. Bu time
wears, and we musi move [or te Calm I shall 1ake
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these men mbo servics, and place the weunded man
under the charge of ane of the woopers, and your doc-
tor can rolieve him."

s g comes fo-kay, with ancther—a fat ov
CIALLERE, j1,|.ltﬁl for the camp, lhu-n;h e Eﬂu‘.l I oamd
48 wrue,” was the reply of Hamphaes.

Having thus counselled, the two procesded 1o confer
apart upon cther matters connectsd with their enter-
priss, Do visig * The Oaks"” daring the day, where his
ancle and sister resided, was the abject of Singleton §
bt his desire was also o intercept the supply of anms
anil smmunition of which Hock had spoken as on their
way 1o Dorchester.  They were lovked for boarly, and
could not be very remote. 1t was determined, there-
fore, 1o itereept them, i practicable, as sn sequisition
of the last importance.  “I'e armnge their route, plan
the place of their next mesting, ﬁmndu- the means of in-
telligence, aml concort what | measures might
seem necessary i futuare, was the work of but itde
time botwesn the two; and his done, Hamphices,
whibulrawing silently from the eover in which this cons
ference had been carrned on, onperceived that FisE,
mede his way by & differens route out of the swamp,
and keeping the forest all the way, waus, alter no
tima, salely in Dorchester—looking for all the world as
pir-lﬁr: (uiel as ever—without weapon of Ry
kind;, as, with & wonted peecamiion, he ledt hiz
sword in the woods, safely hidden, and his bands now
med only the common waguiewhip, which he

d with a dr_'l:h:nlz,' which secmed 1o indicate b
mI!-n nequsintancs with any more dangerous or deadly
insErEnw e,

Major Smgleton, in the mean while, lad retumed 1o
his troop,  “U'hey baid beem busied during has absonco
i l.'.ﬂ!hr.llhg the =cattered horses ned RFmE, amil re-
!Jlu'ml: thear own little losses.  The captives were

oud in their desire o be received among thom ; amd, as
robeellicn loves company, the whigs were nog l:||'|1||"|-|,l||'|!
10 Peceive an acceasion, sven from their e sacmbes,

Major Sigleton declared his seceptance of thoir sor-
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vicos, Wking care w adilross himsell panicelarly 1o
the man Bloay, or, & they styled bim more Gmiliarly,
. Anawkwan! touch of the hat acknowledged
this conrtosy, and one oye of Gopgle, a8 he made
the moremem, peersd I? indn those of Singleton with
m searching and coubtfel glaes.  “The neajor did
ol appear to netice hian or tuem oany (erther, b,
giving dscections for the dmposal of the woumded ser-
wl, Clough, 50 ns 10 spare hom 58 much pain 28 pos-
sibile, he led the way ence more 10 the cover af the ses
cluded Flﬁ.cn»,:i.u the centre of the swamp, which had
bean chosen ns their comping-ground,  Hers they ar-
cived at lengh, and baving completed his amange-
msepds, placing Clough in tho charge of coe of his des-
Eusans, i in &8 nsuch comilort as possible; Magpr Sia-
i;luh.rlgﬂ'-plhu wapd, I.m]lb:-lqu:l.ﬂ mored farmant on
their way owt of the swamp, =nd in the direction of
the village, But this course wzs only kept whila he
remmped in the swamp.  As soon 2 he eme
rom i1, ho drew up his men, and then, for the fiest
e, perceived the absence of the elder Frampton.
The two sons had kept with the troop, and seemed
b know tething of their faber.  The pousger had rd.
den close beside his commander, who had so willed i,
Nobody could give bim any account of the sbsent man
after hes remeval from the baly of the corporal whom
I baid slain. He had Eli.nppuu.md lI:HJItt.IL‘J’ then, it
was thought ; and there were nol wanting those who
insisted upon his absence from that time; bu Single-
ton pemenborod 0 have seen him sfler they
reached tho camp, and o have woted the singulse
mlmll:dnm of his feaiures. .I_'.lul. few fartler bis
quiries were male altor the pbsentec; as the major
well knew that with a men in sech 8 mood but histle
could be done. e was, perhaps, perfectly satiss
tiod that nothing coukd have hn ed toham, (rom the
composygre of the twe sons, whe, doufnless, were se-
qui.npud with the fiker's moyement, 'ﬂmpl:lmﬂiun-
ceeled to logairy, oy imterrapted by the onder 1o
1EOTE 08,
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The course of the troop lay now wwanlks the (Rooss
Creck road.  Mujor Singleton dared not carry his squad
along the Ashloy without exposing himself, unnecoass-
rily, bo unequal encounter ; and, st Doschester, wih a
Iil;m:r: far lu[hu.r'mru hisown. I"'II:I'IIJII'I.I l.DDI'lhﬂl"J’ di=
rection fora while, thesufore, he placed himsolf ot equal
distances I:u:tﬂl:n the Wassamasah and Dorchester
romda ; then siriking o the lefl, ho passed over an
umtravelled sirlfice of couniry, broken with (regeent
ewnmps, and erowded with hoxuriant undergrowth.  In
8 fow hensrs, howevir, he had ¢ over the grousd
almest unseen, and certainly umetstrueted,  Davis was
his guide in this quarter, and he could not have had a
beiser,  The discasiled bover kel given sufficient oar-
mist of his ruth and valour, inthe coursge: aml
coilness of his conduct m the precr.'l:lmg = ¢ and
T ||un-'.r lmhhe arty with all the caution of the veteran,
aml all the confdence ol a tharmagh-brod soldier, “Tha
road, like all in that country, was low aml miry ;
and tho path taken for groater security, bring Litde teav-
elled, was stil] more troubled with obstrections,  “Thoy
reached the desired point sl length, whieh was the
Goose Creck Bridpe ; then beaviag it o tha belt, they
once moee departed from the beaten track, amd throwing
themselves direcily across the countey, wore, aller a
few hours, again u the Dorchiester road, and some
twa or three miles below the garrson.  They covered
themaelves in the close forest by Arshdale Hall, and
Bingleton then proceeded 1o inspect the road.  T'o his
great satisfiction, he saw that the wagons had not yet
made their appearance, sml must be sill bolow ihom,
Ohvergoyed at this, be despatched scouts to bring kim
inteHegence, and then el 10 arrange sn anbush
fosr the enrapping of the losked-for detachment,

*The road, at the spot chosen for this . WS fiars
rivw bt single trl-:lt neid that raisael into s caussws
from s ditehi on eithor side, a1 that time Alled wit
witer, aikl scarcely passable without great diffioulty.
The wosls, growing close and thickly, formed n mul-
uml defibe, of which Singleion, with the eye of experi-
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emce, soom availed himsell o divsded his liile force
imba bwo equal bodies ; aml giving the command of one
ﬂ'i‘mhm[h!il.phcrﬂhimulmlhpﬁﬂlriqhe
rond in the route from Charlesiown, while he himself
occupied the left.  The former division Iyving in am-
h:lhlmlki.rly:‘rlnhbtlnr, was ready, in the ovent of
n struggle beiwoen the baggage guard aml Singleton's
Ly, 10 which it waz 1o be lell, bo secare ihe precious
charge which the guand had unidertaken o dofend, and
mi ther snmo time 1o cul ol their retreat. “Thus arranged,
and with the plan of conduct properly usderstood om all
hands, the parties lay in cover, impatientdy awaiting
ilse approach af the sneny.

They had ot long 1o wait; for searcely had their
nrrasgemsaits boon well complotsd, bofora the scouts
camve at full gallop along the path, crying lowdly that
the enemy was i himd. A shot or two whistled ovar
the hcads of the fegiives st the sames moment, giving
full confirmation ta their :inl.l:l]i.leﬂ:ti and a few scconids
mfier, the rush of half o score of Brtish dragoons was
heard upon their footsteps,  Passing through the ambus-
cade withowt pausing for an instant, the scouts kept on
their flight, bnumu{:.he puarswers fairly botwesn tha (oo
'F.l.ﬂi.ll.. Dace enclosed, o shinll whistle from Em;lﬂm'i
amnounced the charge which ho bed in porson 3 amd
dashing out from his corver, he threw his men gquickly
betweenthe fying scouts and the assailants. In the
aame moment the squad of Davis obeying the same
signal, as repeated by their leader, followed him as
he chargod npan the force left in posacssion of the mu-
nition wagons. ‘The guand in this quarter seeing the
inequakity of the forco, and strock with the surprise,
"offered bt o fecble rosistance, and were soom put io
fiight.  Diawis folliowed them a litde distance, amd thon
returiped to the aid of Binglelon. His approach and
astack the rear of the party with which his com-
mumiler bad becn contending, put an end 1 the fight—
the hllh'g']mlthl\-uummh.illulmiliﬂ
Wikl ‘Wish the charge of Dhavis, they threw down
their arms and were made prisoners.
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The whale affair was over in the space of ten min-
wies. In as Livle tme the wagons wers mnsscked,
T'he sworls and pistols were strown opon the ground,
amil each tronper made his selection without stint ar
limnit. T silelition 1o this, each sclilier was required oo
c st exira swarl, ael holeters with thelr conbims ;
sl i ibis manner supplics were secared for @ mnch
largor force than that which Bingleion now eommarded.
The rest wero broken againat the trees—muskets, pis-
tals, amd swords slmrng the same Gite—while the wag-
oms theniselvis, carsflly nenblod Trom their axles, aml
their wheels tom apart, were thrown o the sl
the road-side. The necessity which ealled for this
destrmction of propesiy, so valuable a the tioe, waas the
subject of wo small regred with the ioopers.  Even
Thavis msittered bo the mojor his desire that the wag-
ons, oF at least ane el them, alioubd be pn.-umnl s
flled with spoils so lighly inportant to tho enterprise.
Bt Singloton knew botter than o encumber his party,
whose wtility consisted |:]1i|:l1r'||I n the mpidiir of it
msovoimeid, with stch banbens, and porempiorily onforce)
the anler which ﬂ-:':lmynd the valuohle residus.  "This
done, he gave onfers 1o usount ; and Ilnvinicml‘ully
secured his prisonors, the party maved al o bask pace
abomg the pond downwaed wntil they enme within ten
milesof the city ; then moving 1o 1he right, they crossed
Ashley Ferry without molestation, and towards evening
Isal placed] thomselves in nfn?'. writhiall shoir spails,
in ithe close BATAL[ thickets of the Shoisie I"Il'EI',jI-I.
wwhere it inelines 1o the Ashleoy; aml et o short distanee
from Dorchester iseil

Haore Singleton made his oamp, within a few miles
of hisvncle’s plantstion, e now folt secure for a
bigief period, as be was tanght 1o believe tha ibe alfee-
tions of the peaple were wit hhﬂlﬂﬁ,ﬂﬁlhﬂ[lﬂilr
of his proceodings must bailfle spy porsmit.  Bull he
kmew that he coild as hepe to mamain this secunt
fop ugry tume.  The nud.u.l::ll_l,-' of the two effarts whic
e leanl madi ahnt day, so nigl the garrisen, could mot
1|;|.|:|s he concealed, aml must soon call out :.up-:lhl
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foree oqual to his annibilation,  This he well knew:
I;h! required hut o few daysa for all his Tposes,

is ohject was twolold—the sttainment of recruits,
anil the srousing of his uncle, whose bravery was wel]
known, and whose influence in the country was con-
siderable, 10 & proper sense of his dwy.  The first of
Jl!.muhjemlzm.nil:d waoll, 30 far as unity had
been given him—of the second le did wot despair,
[Hﬂ-iwlﬂrl'l}*u b well knew what must be the inffuence
aipn Colonel Waltan of the recent ]'Il'l:l-l:llﬂ:liti.m:l al
Bir Heary Clinton. He knew the stern sense of inbeg-
rity which the colonel insisted upon with the tenacity
of a professional moral disciplinarion ; amd he dad pot
ert in the thosght, thas his sense of humanity was sul-
fickently alive to prompt & due indignation at the many
atrocities hourly committed by the tory leaders andir
the especial sanction of the Hritish.  Other motives
for the comtemplated visit might not be wanting to his
mimil, as he thousght of hiz lovely eopan—the stately
and the besutiful arine Walion—one ol those kigh-
souled ereatures that awe while hey attract ; and, even
while they invite and caplivate, control and discour-
iyl g rilag of dossme, willewt having
LI ining garl, perishing of (discase, w Timg
lived —ore :f ihe n'l.mpiuing sufferors, whioae nsolag-
chaly fortunee, &0 a1 variance with what, we know of
their deservings, woulil lead us sometimes improperly to
doubt of that justics which we sasume o mark all the
sdocrees of Providesce,  But let us pot apticipate.

H:.'ri.ng placed his camp in anch BOCUFiLY &8 [iT1]
thought mocessary and was practicable, Major Singleton
ﬁ$ sunset rode forlh mnhdidmﬂmﬂuulﬂlm“

idge o meet Humphiries, as ol ngTesl upon
between them.  The leutonant was in wailing ot the
time appointed, and came forward to meet his supe-
FIAIE.

= Ride aside, Major Singleton, if you please.  The
brush is best for us just now. ‘Thore sre strange binds
ey et ot Haaghtom il Vil

il i mean you, Humphrics—what ki

Yor L—K ! Fﬂ E’

AL
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* Britishofficers ! Cod. Proctor himsell’ and amother
have just gone by, amd i | misiake not, on a visli
*The Uaks.” They say he looks hard wpon your
equain, air, the bepmiful Miss Katharine,"

s Hal da they say that I® responde] Major SHingle-
ton, ikl mlquﬂl.iug like a start=" and she ™ he con-
tited, mquinngly.

# They say nothing of her, whether she likes it or naod 5
but young Indies will be young ladics, major; and a
smart officer, with a King's commission in his peckot,
al a showy red coat on his buck, is no small danger
o an ensy heart.”

4 Mo, midoed I replied the other, ina lone which
eeemed to have found nothing consolatory in his com-
panson's reflection, and in which there may have been
somuthing of Intemt bittemmoss—= po, indeed !—such
aliraciions are &l all Limes sweet with the sex, aml sels
dom witerly umsuccessful.  They love the conquest,
always, oven when they may despise the game, [8's
with them all afier this fashion, and the goodly oaside
i3 @ fir offset to woril aml good mansees. Elui how
shall wo Kiow, of a cortainty, tee destination of Proc-
tor 1"

& Only by dogging his footsleps, major. We may
do that with some salfuty, owever, as | bappen to know
the back track which hugs the river, is soldom
travelle.  This briegs ws close on the park, yed gives
us o good sheller all the way aloag the copse.
ghall izke cur watch, ;e yet bo all the vinse liddeon i
ane] where 1 shall carry you shall give us a faie peep
at afl the grownds a8 well ns the river.”

0kt iz waell. Al gow off Dorcliester: whal stirs
in the vilkage, and what of Huck? Do they koow yei
of the affair of the swamp, or sre they ever Lke to
Ienow

# Tleey know not vel, centainly ; but Hock musters
stromgy, aml enlks of @ deive to Camden.  There is news,
o, whiteh mores the g'g.n'iann mselh. TI.;}' talk of ithe
eafitinentals (roam Vidmeie"

4 Pothey T they must be De Balbs. Apd what do

&
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miﬁfmthrmhjﬂﬂ do they speak of him as m

L HﬂHng‘ mach, hut Ihrj look @ deal, amil the whizs
talk o livle more boldly. This provekes Huck, u.-]!;;
theeatons & wiart an the utr-r.ug'lh of ity and is buerrying
his recruits for that purpose.  Thers is also some “bilk
ol & force from North Unrolins under Sumter, and they
have got wind of the last move of our Colonel Maron,
thereaway among Gaineys corps of tories, whore voa
cut them up in such fine siyle ; bot there's nothing cer
nxim, amid this T get ouzaf | uck in curses pow and then.
He's fmg!“ amsious that [ should JI]II:I b, and 1
thinking ta lh w0, if it promises 1o give me n betber
hold on him,™

# Think nat of 1, [rn:l'phn-uu, it will be twice pit-
ting your neck in the halter, and the good that it may
ibo it doutifisl v encoursge such a rak.”

& He presses me mighty hard, major, anid 1 msss
-':ncp out of his way or consent.  He boging 1o wonder

I il mot join his teoop, and with some reason too,
bu[m'l'ln; me i be a l-h-l'u]l!ll, for certaink . were | 1o
da =m0, 1t would be the lH:.l':I'I:I:Ik.II:IEﬂfTM

# Thou woubdst rot wen eritor, Humphries T replied
the ather, looking steruly wpan the qle:.h-r

“ Does Major Singleton ask the question now I" was
the mpl i towe whick hed in i something of reproach,

[ I‘:r:rl.:lml\*. HI:I:I'I.IJl'ITDH! En-u'lru:lg what
[du. Forgive me ; but in thess times there is so
mtich to make us sespect oar neighbours, that  aespi-
cians become patursl to every m You | know, haw-
ever, and [ have trusted vou mhrl.gnnl o cominge
mu}.midmw mow. But how come on our ro-
crusls -

“Tolerably : as you say, these ane suspicious times,
inajor, and they are slow o tnse Hug the Euellnq: ia
good with us, and anly wait 10 ses some of e
chances 1n our favoier beler lJ'mjl'i‘.*ﬂm‘l.t ik I:lﬂ-lﬂ.lj'ii
the canse.”

# Mow, ouwt upom ithe ealeolating wreiches! Will
they dare nothing, but always wait for the lesd of others !
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Chances, indeed? os il e courage amd a bold heart
did not always make their own. what of ihe vil-
Iagora? How of thas ohl tavert-Keeper of whom you
spake—your inther's rival ™

“ Bat 80 no longer.  O0d Tryor, yoo mean,  He is
o prime pece of staff, and will ot scruple to do 'ﬂ'hil‘l
wingied, He was always tme with us, though kepl
down by thoen sbout him ; yel he anly wants lo sen
ollvers in motion 10 move oo, He'll de asy thing now
=Ehw: minre remdily, 2s the Royal eorge, being entire]
loyad, does =1l the busingss ; and peor Fryar, b |nE“E
alomg suspected, has oot @ owstomer lefl
the toam, now, if we put it into his hoead 7

Wil jimst now wo lack ne ssch spidl. May mot
his rashmess prompt him to s much speech 7%

“ No, siry that's the beanty of rebellion with olil
Pryor. It has hamls and & weapon, bot it wamls
lomgrues, If ke fel plin, amd wiis 1E¢p-uml Lo el
ol s, Wis teeth woull resist, and grin down the fecling.
Mo fear of him; he miks oo linde: snd ns for blab-
binig, his wife might lie close, aml listen all naght, and
hkis dreams woald bo us A gchibless as s humour.
He docks wp his thoughis in :-Irrur.- jawa, amd at hest
only damns a bt when angered, and walks off with
his hands in his bresches-pockel”

A goodly comrale for a dark might! Bt et us
meove. sk closes upon s, nel we may iravel now
wilh talerable security,  Dur courss 18 for the miver 17

# Wea ; 3 hnmlred yands will take us in sight of e,
and we keep it the whole way.,  Bo we must hag the

. bush, as much our of sigk :|.F||_=m g il we wero )

tho high-road,  “There are several boats, chiofly armed,
upon it mow, besides the galley which mns wp amd
chwn—sami that have beought sapplies to the garmson,
Thair alot woulid be troublesoms, dis oy soe us,™
Tleey mudo down the hill, entered a long copse, and
ihe river wound guietly on its way a bitle bolow them.
They wore now on & line wish tho fortress of Dos-
chster s tha Mag stresmsed goanlily from the  stafl]
and ihey could see through the bushes that several
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of small berden were passing to and fr

sank back I.:d.'m. inta the woods, aml I;ul'u.“

their course in comparative silence; untily close upon

muiaed, they fouml themselves ai & fow hundred yards

fram = The Oaks ;" the spacious and lofty dwelling

rising dimly out of the woods before them, while frem

their et the extensive groumids of the park spread
away in distance and Enal obemirisy,

]..qu'il_g thim to nmese ihemselves ax IEFF m:r,'lﬂ.
s now relum 10 the Cypress Swamp, where we [eft
the woumdesd muiu:q;ll 1.I.h|]er1h: l:hl:g'u af the ﬂngmn.
ond megre.  The injory he had received, theugh por,
puhg. a fasal nme, was ved serioss enough to remder
immediate attention highly importast to his safety 3
bui i that precarious time surgoons wore not roadily
i b foimd, and the Americans, who were without
moaey, were not often indulged with their services,
‘Tha severs] corps of the leadimy partisans, sch a=
Marion, and Sumter, Piekens, Hoery, &o., fought dasly
in the swamps and along the highways, with priimn-
ful comviction that, save some lecky chance, their
woands must depend entirely wpon nature 10 be healed.
In this way, simply through want of temdance, hundreds
poristued in that warfare of privation, whom, with a few
simple spocifics, modical eare would have seat again
tnge the combal, afier a few days" narsing, hearty ol
unimpaired, The preseat circumstanees of Cloagh's
condition were net of a charcter to lead him to hope
for u better fortuse, and be gave himsell’ op despond-
i to his fmte, after havieg made & beied el 1o
Bribo his koeper io assist in his escapo. Bl sitend-
ance wasat hand, if we may so call o, oamd after a few
hours” suffering, the approach of Docter (akonburg
wis anpaunced 0 the patbont.

The doctor was o mere caller af Ei.u'l]ll-M-. a wuller
of binds and repiiles, a digger of roots, a bark and

ltice doctor—in other words, a mere pretender.
ﬁ:wn wrotchedly ignorand of evory thing like medi-
cal schence, but o had leamed 1o physic. He made
beverages which, i mot l:i;:p whaleanme, were, at

W
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least, sometimes far from disagrecablo 1o the i
housewives, who frequently took the nostrum for
sake of the stimulant, Doctor Oukopburg Knew per-
fe the want, if ke cared litle for b need, of his
nedEhbsonrs ;. 2nd -IJ:I]I.}' keediul of those arcumd kim wha
indludggedl i pape ais tobscen, be provided the bark snd
thee hriu-ﬂ:r. A few higer rools anid Berhs constituted
his entire siock of medicines ; uml with these well
armed ot all poinis and never unprovided, he had worked
out for himsall mo small r-r.pul:lil.m in that gecizon -ul'l
country, Bt this gooid forimo Lasted saly for & season.
Bome of lis pationts dool thoir departuse after the
estihlished fnshion ; some, more invelerais with that
projudice which distinguishes tho bad suhject, tumed
thotr eyes on rival remelies ; many were scaticrod
abroad]l nnd l.rpyqqd. thet reach of ouar d-ucl.n.rll:,rll:l
chances of war; amil with a declining reputation and
wofully diminished practice; Cakenburg was [ain,
thaugh a timid ercatues, 1o link his own with the
dnudbifis]l fartunes ol the partisan milivia. This decision,
aller gome oamest argument, and the isfluence of &
mre earnost pl:l:tu':l:r, Elnr-_phﬁn:a.u bength p:n'n.ll:ln.l
him i0 ncopd, afier having first assured him of tho per-
fect secinity aml tmhanming charmeter of the warfare in
which Iy was 'r.:quiped Lo en :

With a dress studieusly disposed i order, 2 head
well plastered with pomatum, and sprnkled with the
;pnmlur EL] frtnl:r worn ab the Lme. & n.;gg-ad [Fill eara-
fully adjusted upoa his bosom @0 coneeal the injunies
of time, ael an catentstions exhibition of tle shranken
ahank, gamishel at the foot with monstross bocklos
that ence mig:hl have 'Pﬂ.l.l-l}l.l for silver,
still persisted in exhibiting as wany of the evidences
ol the redoced Et‘rllttlmlﬂ as he [u.rlni.'h[:,r ol
serve. His maoner was tidy, like his dress. m
snufl-box twinkled (or ever botween his fingers, one of
which seemed swollen by the moastrous paste rimg
which enriched it ; and his gait was dancing and olns-
tbe, as i his toes had voluntorod 1o do sll tie duty of
his feet. His mode of speoch, 100, was excessively
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fimical and delicate—the words passing throsgh his
l.qH-I' difficulty ; for be dreaded 10 open them oo
wide, lest certain deficiences in his jaws shoul] be-
caitei b0 cotsplcwously nosnsious.  ‘Those deliciencies
kad the farhker effect of giving him a lisping accent,
which B0t a [nile added to the pretty delicacies of his
otlaor features,

Hlupll-l:d Ihml.lg;h the swamp with nfimte -ﬁﬁmlll}r,
and greatly to the detriment of his shoes and stoekings.
Riding a small tackey (a linlo, inconsiderate animal,
that loves the lmp.l.ndulu.lu.:ll barn and bred in
it} o was compolled contisually o be on the look-ous
ﬁ‘.ll'.riﬂd delencs agununal, tha mrhh.quui brinches and
vines clostering phowt the trees, through which hie
horsn, in ix own desire o elambor aver the roals, cogs
timselly and mast n'nm.?.mg]}' boee lum. Inm this wil he
was compellod o nr less attention to his legs than
was dso to their woll-being ; aml it was nod util they
were well drenched in the various bogs through which
T biwdd gone, thiat he was enabled 10 seo bow dresdiully
Ivt hadl neglected their even olovation wothe saddle skirs
=il precaudian shsolutel at all Eimes 10 sueh
paces, but more pl-l'lhl:l.lil;lﬂf when the nder i mounied
upon a short, squat animal, sech as our wonhy doceor
bestrode.  He was under the guidance of an oldery,
drinking sort of person—one of the [, beely class,
whose worship ol the belly-god has given an wnbappy
disension o that ambiisoas lhm:l_g;h most errn mm-
ber,  The man leered with lis Liule
ihe doctor plunging [ram be wil ].lﬁ.mg}u.l
legs, but he was too fand of o joke to say any thing in
the way of warning, ladecd, any warning on the sub-
ject of his dangling legs would mose probably have
fallem w unheeding ears; for Doctor Oakenburg
was 1o fivtde of ap equestrian notio feel the pecessity,
while battling with has brute for their mamal
of keeping his pendulous members carelully balanced on
each ssde, 1o provent any uenoe ¢ of oEs
over the other—a predicament of which be had much
eeemning apprebonsion.  In the mean tme, the Lvely



114 THIE FARTISAN:

hig-bellied man who roffe beside him choekled incont-
nemily, though in secret.  Ho pretended great care of
his companion, and advised him to sundry changes of
direction, all for the worse, which the worthy doctor in
hiz trbulation did net seruple to adopt.

5 AW Bquire Porgy,” said he, complaining, though
in his most mineiRg Manscr, as Iht,’ reached a Epa af
alry lasd, upom whiach they stopped fora moment’s rest—
“ah! Bquire Porgy, this is but unclean travelling, and
full 100 of yarious peril. At ope moment 1 did bear of
a plunging, dashing sound in the posnd beside nee, which
:ilcm-pmmrﬂmulﬂ.wllmllli al Uhass
moasnois ropliles that are hundisl wchildren, and even
1o e

Ay, doctor, and make no bones of whipping off a
lhigh—ﬂlnn. ar or leass n leg: aod vou have beon in
danger more than ance lo-<lay."

The doctor looked down mest wolilly a2 las be-
aieared podestals | aml the shadder which womt over
his whole frame was perceptible o his- companion,
whose chuckle it increazed Enw-[-urli-umhl:r-

“And yee, Sqiire Porgy,” =aid he, looking round
him with a most wo-begone apprehension—*" yeq did
aur feend Humphries assure me that our new occu-

n was one of perfect security. *Perfect sccu-
rity' wero the procise words he wed when he coun-
el mvn b thils undleriaking.™

# Parfect II".'!"LIr.iI:.l,"'.H sanl I L amd the man ln1|g'|bud.
out zloud.  * Why, doctor, m thora a1 the spuako
winding over the k before you—look ai that, umd
then talk of perfect security,”

The doctor turped his eyes to the desipnated paint,
ani behiehd ihe loag and beguzifol volumes of the beaded
enake, as, slowly crossing their path with his pack of
Linked jewels fill in their view, b wousd his way fram
one bush st apother, il gradeally flded himself up
out of sight. ‘The doctar, however, was not to be
alarmed by this survey.  He bnd a passion for saakes ;
and admiration sespended all bis fear, 3 he gazed upon
the besutifial bub dangerous replile,
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# Now wonld [ rEpLee, .E-r|_l|n ]"‘gfgy WETE Y00 Ber
pent in my poor cabinet 9t Dorchester. He woxld
grealy Hlm% my collection” And as the man of
nmplu spoke, he gazed an the retiring ssake with en-

{#f I, doctor, get down and chunk it.  1f it's wonh
havimg, it's worth kifling.™

& Trwe, Master PMorgy ; but it would be greatly detri.
mental io my shoes o alight in such a place as his,
for the thack msl would sdbere—"

“Ay, and w0 wonld you, doctor—yeu'd stick—but
mot the smnke.  But come, don't stamd looking afier
the bush, il you wan’t go imlo it You can

enongh in the swamp—ay, and without much seeking.
mﬁ e in (il af them,”
of a certainty, Squire Porgy T know you ihis I
o I know 1t of my own knowledge, You can soe
Lrﬂ almost any lowr in the day, huddled up like
a codl of ropo on the edge al the twssock, and look.
ing down at their own preity figures in the water,”

& And you think the serpent has vanity of his per-
wson ¥ migquired the doctor, gravely.

“Think—I don’t think about it, doctor—I ksow i1,”
replied the other, confidently. =" Aml it slands 10 rea-
son, you ser, that where there is beauty and brightness
thers must be seli-love amd mﬂr It's & poor fool
that don’i know his own possession.”

& Thops o8 I:n.ll:p SOMTIE FEASOR, Equur]’urﬂ'. in what
yai have sail toaching this m-u:-nr: ang the instipet is
a correct ong which teaches the serpent, such as tha
which we have just seen, to look imta the stream as ome
of the ather seX inte & mirros, (o seo that its jewels an
nod displuced, aind that its motion may not be awry, bug

eful. “There is reasso boic"

# Aned truth.  Bul we nre migh our quariers, and bere
is a soliier waiting us."

u k saoldier, squire '—he s fendly, perhapa ™ £

The manner ol tha phn.l-u wWis i:uunu-pl.d-rj‘. a
Porgy replied with lis nsual chuskle.

Ay, a¥, [riendly enough, though dangerous il vexed.
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Bee what a swonl he carries—and these pistols® [
woald pot risk maich, doclor, 1o suy, there are no Jess
than sixteen bucksbot i cach ol thess barkers.”

“ My ! you don't say so, squire ! Yet did William
]Iuriqvf‘arrbuﬁ say 10 me that the duty was to be dons in
perfect socuriiy.”

The Inst somienes fell from the doclor's I'iF" in o sorl
of eomment W himsall, but his compamion repliel—

"'.u\[i', seCuTily as pt'rﬁ.'l:l, iloctor, as war will sdmit
of. You talk of perdect security @ there is no such
thing—na perfoct security anywhere—and i hiile
security ol any Kind umil diiners well over, 1 feel the
uncertainty of life tll then, Then, indeed; we may
ksow as much security 08 Jife knows, We have, mt
least, securml what secures life. Weo may laugh m
l]!ﬁsrr IJ|.-=||.; arnd 1F we monist et ak; 'dr]l.}"..hl- leasy wa
shall not be compelltod to meet it in that worst condis
isom of sll—an cmpty siomach. 1 am & true English-
mman i ikat, though they do call me a rebel. 1 feel my
origin only when eating ; apd nm pover so well da
towards the enemy as when I'm engaged, tooth and nail,
im that savoury occupation, and with reast-beef.  Would
thiat we had some of it now !™

The glance of Oakenburg, whoe was wrelchelly
spare nnd lank, looked something of disgust s he
heanl this speech of the gourmaml, and listesed o ihe
sanack ol his |i|1l with which he concloded i1

He had o taste for corpulenee, and Ly this was

cne of the sifent impukees which ranght lim w0 admire
the gaunt and atiensated form of the :
did mot heed his expression of countenance, but looking
up aver hoad where the sun stood just shove thom pear-
ing down imperfealy through the chose smbrage, he exs
claimed io the soldier, while pushing his horso through
the creek which separated them—

“Mark wyou, Wilkine, boy, is it not high time to
feind] ¥ Diirso amd) mane—mman and hosse, bay, all hangry
amd athirs.™

“ W shall find a bite for you, squire, bofore long—
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but bere’s o sick man the doctor must see o at ooes @
he's in & mighty bad way, [ wll yow"

& mick man, indesd ™ and the doctor, thrussing
his hands ndo has pu-nk-ut.. ilrew forth a bﬂnllll.', filled
with adark thick liquid, which ke shook violeatly until
it guthered mio a foam wpon the serface. Armed
with this, ha » ached the libe bark shanty umiler

which peposed tho form ol the wonnded Closgh,

# Yot are hisrt, worthy sir 1" sasl the modiciner, in-

iringly ; “you have not been in a condition of
F::lnt-uri —aenich as life requires. [t Lie guiet, 1
pray woai; be at case, while 1 look into your injuries,”
said the docior, copdolingly, amd proc 1o the
autsingiched porson of the woanded man with great de-
liberation,

 You nenil not book very far—=here they are,” cried
Clough, faintly, hut peovishly, in reply, as he pointed
1o the i k= side.

The doctor looked at the spot; shook his head;
[ on & plaster of pine gumn, ndministered a doss
of s mostmam, which the patient gulped st prodige-
ously, and then telling lim be would do well, repeated
his onder to lie quiet and say nothing.  Huarrying away -~
to his lnﬂd.tu-'hn.gl aller this had becn done, with the
utiEnst bz dlpew foeth o pair of monstrons leg-
gings, which he bandaged carefully arcand his shnken

nle. In o moment afier ke waa upon his ackey,
armed with & stick, and hastening back wpon tho roule
bor bl juast passd ovor.  Porgy, wlio was busy ﬁ:}'inﬂ'
the negra cook in the ratinn of his dinmer, cried owt
to thi desler of sbmplos, received po amewer, The
doctor had oo thought bt of the snake he bad sean. for
whoss conguest n.lﬂl:lp!lmh-u had mow set farth, with
all the appetite of & boy afior ndventares, and all the
amxiety of an inveterate naturalist, o get al the prop-
eriies of the object he pursued.  Meanwhile the new-
comset, Porgy, had considerably diverted the thought
of the trooper feen attention to his charge ¢ asd lay-
ing down hos sabre botweon thea, the sentine] threw
Fimeell along the srousd where Parpy bad slready
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strotched himself, and a liuke lively chat and good com-
pany bamiskied rom his mimd, for a season, the conasd-
eruteon of his prisoper.  His neglect furnished an o
portunity long sratched and waited for by another,
shamty in which Clough lay stood on the edge of the
island, and was one of those simple structures which
the Indian makes in his humings, A stick rested at
eitlver ond bolween Ihl: croteh of & tres, anid small sap-
lings, leaning against 18 on one side, wers coverad with
bromd flakes of the pine bark. A fow bushes, pded up
parteally in front, c letel the struciare, which Fommesd
no bad sample of the meode of buting i, winter aod
summer, in the swamps and forests of the South, by the
iman warriors, i the rear of the fabric stood o
ge cypress, from the hollow of which, st the momant
when the sealinel and Porgy seomed moat diveried, a
man might have been seen approaching.  He coutiously
wound aleng on all-fours, keepisg as much out of sight as
Il'hla. umtil he roaches the back of the hat ; then Lift-
ing from the saplings 3 couple of the largest preces of
bark which covored teem, he introduced h?:h-n-ﬂ}' withoug
folss inta the lenement of the wounded man.  Cloagh
* was in o stuper—i hall-dozy consciousinces was upon
lnim—aiwl he muiiered :u-rnrl.hirbgm the inl.rl.ld-rr,'l]mh],h
withaut zny fned object.  The man replicd wot, but
:E-pmachi.u.; closely, put his band upon the bandagings
the woumil, drawing them geatly aside,  The first
alistinet perception which the prisower had of his sitaa-
tioh was the agonizing seanso ol anew woumsil, as af
some shurp weapon driven directly into the
ELTL ml.d-:rﬂly thie old one.  He writhed under the in-
striment as i slanted deeper and deeper into his vitals,
but lee had not strenpth io resist, and bot hile io ery
out, He woukd have done so, but the soursd had
lﬂ:l"l'.'l'l_'l' risen o his lipl. when the murderer thrust a
tuft of grass into his mouth amd stifled all complaint.
The kmie wom deopor—ibie whole irame of the assail-
ant was wpon i, and nll nsotion ceased on the part of
the sufferer with the single groan and distorted writh-
img which followed the lsst ogony. In 3 momes
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uiter, stranger had de by the way ho came ;
and it was not till he had resched the thick swamp
around, that the fearful laugh of the maniac Framptom,
for it was he, mmmhmd ﬂ“h:inﬁ“ ﬂn;hdhmf;f:ﬁn
ab reve The e
_ﬂwf.lﬁ..ﬂﬂugmuflthu.hulﬂmﬂnﬂqﬂ iy
Mothing short of abhsoluse necessity could have maoved
wither of them at that moment—the former being busied
with a rasher of bacom nnid a hoe-cake hot from the
fire, anid the fattor indulging inon exira swig of bramdy
[roim & canteen which ]’n‘rmﬁnﬂhn'hlﬂ.mlﬂillin provi-
dence, had broaght well filled along with him.

CHAFTER X.

shirald | oef upson mise ancienl friesd,
A spare mune ey 1

“Tue Dags," the dwelling-place of Calons] Wal-
ton, was ane of those oldaime residences of the Cano-
lina pdaniers to which, a1 this day, there attaches a sort
of human imterost. A thousand local tradstions han
around theme—=a thousand stories of the olden time,
of iis zssociations of peril and advesure,  "The esiate
formed one of the fromtier-plantations upon the Ashbey,
and was the sito of a colonial barony, It had stood
sieges of the [ndians i the wars of the Edistoes and
Y-:]::illl:ﬂ: amid, Ffrom & block-howse station at firss,
i grown 1o be an clegant mansion, improved in
Europoan style, remackable for ibe length Al d:mug
slesde of Us avenves of selemn cak, its g'f.'-'l'lﬂ'll grice
armangemant, and the loky and considerato hoapitality
n:ui.ll wopriclors,  Such, from i first foandation 10
1 of which we speak, kil boen ite reputntion ;
I:frﬁnln r?pcn ilid the present owner dopart (rom

ok, L=I,

= Mow, this were sormy wisdom, o s
%mhmmim. _II | vt oo,
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ke gooil tastos amd ihe fank manly charcter of his
anceston,

Colonel Richard Walton was a gentleman in overy
sonae of the wonl & simple, usprotending, umobtrusive,
il ll“:."l eomsnlerate, he was eteemed apd oloved
by all around him, Hom 1o the possession of Ia
extates, hits mind liad boen oxeseisal happily by ﬁdmu:
cation aml travel ; and at the beginning ol the revolu-
tiomary struggle, he had been carly found 1o advocate
the claims of lsis native colomy. At the commposcement
of the war he conumanded a party of ||uu1=|:, and had
leen eoscernsd in samo of tha operations aguinst Fre-
voat, in the mapid foray which that general made ime
Carolign.  Whes Chorlestown fell before the arms af
Sir Hemry Clinton, overawel as was the ewlire eountry
below the Bantes by the bnmediate presoice 16 force
of the British anmy, he bad sesidered his submisston
along with the rest ol ithe inkabitans, despairing of any
bester fortune.  The specious offors of amneaty @
by Clinton and Arbuthngt, in the character off commis-
soners for restoring pesce o the revolied colonies,
and which callod for nothing but neutrality from the
inlsabitante, had tha efect ol deceiving lim, in comnon
with his neighbours. Norwas this suhmission so inl
a8 wa Iulwgh-nﬂn iauglt we think . “T'oihe soailiwand
of ‘Charlestown, the mulita, wilonl summons, senl in o
fag 1o the TEntish Fn.rri-mu ol Leaufort, and made dheir
gubnmizsion. At Camden lse inhabitanis wepgotiated
their own lorms of repose.  In Nincty-Six the submis.
aion was the same ; ond, indeed, with the exeeption of
e mauntainoas banlers, all show of hostilily ceased
thronghout the tnll:lﬂ_f—l:l'l.t [uﬂ-p]l- Enuum'll_llr wuqimg
tn preler quiet on mny tenn, o @ resistance which,
at that momost of desposlency, seemed worse than
il

This considerate pliability secursd him, as it was
thauglit, in all the mamusities of the cidzen, withont
subjecting him to any of these military dutics which,
im nther respocts, his majosty had a perfoct right 1
call for from Lis loval subgects.  Buech, comainly, were
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iwa pledges ol the British :mndﬁn-ﬂgz en made
hittle redlection. or with desighod ag :fl.lg:\ nsd
violated with ns litctle hesitation.  “They produced tho
eflfoct desired, in porsaading te oasy tonms of arrange-
moat the peaple who might not have bean condquersd
but with great difficalty.  Onee disarmed and divided,
they were more eusily overconss § amd it was nos bag
afier the first object had been obiained before measures
woere sdopted well ealealaied to effeet the othor.
Calonsl Wahon, though siriving hand 0 convince
himscli of ithe prit-'l.].' of the course which he had
takon, remaingd sl ansatisfied. e could not be as-
sured of the propriety of submission when he behald,
as ho did hourly, the mnk oppression and in.jull.'inm
whicli the conguerars strove to preserve their nse
ency over the dowhtlal, while exereising it wanlanly
among the weak, He coald not bue see how uncertain
war tha tenare of his own hald upon the invadors, whem
mothing seemed io bind in tie shape of soloma obligs-
tion.  The promised protection was that of the wolf,
anil ot the guardian dog; it destroyed its charge, and
not fls enemy ; xnd sirove o mvage whers it promised
i aecure, As i 1= true, mone of these ills, ina
direct form, had fallen wpon Colonel Walton ; he had
suffered no abuses in his own persen or family : on the
comtrary, such were his wealth and mfsence, tha it
had been thought notl enwise, on llmgrrl af the con-
querars, o conciliate and sooth him, il the colonsl
coubd not be insensible 1o the gradual spproaches of
iyranny. He was nor an usreflecting mwman; and as
he saw the wrongs dome to others, s eves bocars
duly open to the hiful valwe of his own securities,
whenover the sue¢osses of the Brtish throvghowt the
state should kave become 30 gonerad as o make them
independent of any individual infllueace.  So thinking,
Tt ewbind ERVE  nEw stimnlus o his conscience, which
maw refused ita ssnetion o the docision which, in a
mmjn‘:m:r]mmf‘mjﬂ.tmny' 1J'r|'.|]:.tl].I:nl!'ll!l.rl.];lll-J:\--
sunded to sdopt.  Flis sym s were oo greatl]
with the oppressed, and &uﬂl’uinpwmmimj:
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mediately unider his own eyea, (o parmit of this; and
gloomy with the consciousness of his error—anid the
more =0 as he esiecmed 18 pow irremedia bl pe—yexed
with hie momentary woakness, snd approhionsive of the
ftiare—his mimd grew sallen with corcumstances—his
feelings sank ; and, wally mlhﬂnmn;'[ irom all the
sociaty sroumd him, ho solaced himsell in his family
mansicn with (he small circle which widewhood, aml
other privations of time, had spared him. Nor did
his griel pass withowl same alleviation in the company
of his daughter Katharine—she, the high-born, the
heautiful, the young—ihe sdmirtion of bor neighbour-
hood, revelling in power, yet seemingly all unconscious
ﬂr:lll sway. The rest of las I'l.mn]:. i ihi= refirement
consisted of & maiden sistor, aml & nieer, Emi
Singloton, whom, but a shon time before, he had
broughi from Santee, in the I:zru that a change of air
might be of bepefit to thae life which she held by a
tenaire the most flesting and capricious,

He saw but few persons besides.  Bisdiowsly es-
tranging himsell, he had mo visitors, unless we may
cxcopt the socaskonal calls of the commanding officer
of the Hriish post i Dorchester. This visiter, to
Colomel Walion, appeared only as one doing an ap-
pointed duty, and exercising u these visiis that kimd
ol surveillanes over the peaple of the commdry which
seemed 10 be called for by his position.  Colonel Proc-
tor had wnother ohject in his visits o % The Uaks”
He sosight to imgeatiate himsell into the favoar of the
!'n.lh-ur..m:l account of his Iu-'n:l dl.ughl.-ur. amid o tha
charms of cne, rather than 1l|n I];dmcﬂ feelings of the
oabor, wera the eyes of the gh oificer Era@-lﬂf
adlresssd. Katharine was not ignornt of her cone
quest, for Proctor made no offorts to conceal the
impression which she had made wpon hiz heari.  The
maiden, |1l.rllm1ﬂrr. gave him but small encouragement,
Ehe gloried in the name of & rebel hl.l:p and farmed
one of that beautifial array, so fchiy shining in the l-lnr;.r
of Caraling, who, delying dasger, and heodloss
vation, spoke bnll.ll].' m encouragement 19 lhﬂu- 'l‘-hl:l
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Emud to struggle for its liberties,  She did not

her sentimeents ; aed whatever may have beon

I stiractions of Calonel Proctor, they were
ﬁm.fmahhumim!,ﬂﬂh azaccited him with
her own and the encmies of ber country.  Her recep-
thon of her suitor was caldly courteous ; nnd that which
her father gave him, though always studiously consid-
erato and genile, Colonel Proctor, st the same time,
couhl not avold perceiving waa constrained and frgid
—quite unbike the warm and familiar haspsality which
otherwise marked and still marks, even to this day, the
gemtry of that nei

lt wis drnm:ghu a close—that day of evenls in the

af our lntle squad of partizans whose dwolling
'url.l- e Uypross Swampe Hamphies, whe had en-

i meet Major Binglr'bun with some npecessa
intelligence fmam ‘hestor, was alroady upon his
way 1o the place of meeting, and had just passed om
of sight of Ashley Hiver, when ho heard the tramp of
loraea moviang aver the bridge, and on the same track
with himselll He sank inlo cover as they passed,
prl beheld Cobomel Proctar aed n Captain Dickson,
both en stntion Al the garrison, on their way to “ Tha
Craks." Humphries allowed Il:emmp:u-l then e W
mg his ride, soon effecied the I'|'I:|.‘-I!|:I.|IE with M'ljﬂrﬂ'm,—
gletom,  As we bave aleealdy seen, their object was
#The Oaks™ also; but the necessity of avoidi
moeling with the Hritish officers was obvious, and
kopt close in the woady Ieﬂ'ulg the grouad ontirely 1o
their oppmnenls.

Theugh, as wo hawe said, I'I1|1ﬂ' 2 [eequont visiter
ai * "I'he Oaks,”™ tho present ndu of Colomel Proctar in
that quarier had it vsual stimules dashed somewhat by
the sense of 1he basiprss which occasioned 1. lis
discharge was 4 matber of no Ltle annoyasce o the
Englishman, whe was not less sensitive and gensrous
thun brave. It was for the parpose of imparting to
Cobowel Walom, in person, the comtents of that mot

nnl.:ln.lum prn-l."l:mﬂ.m al Sir [‘lml'j' ﬂhrlﬂl, with
-hdh- he demanded 1o pq'ﬁimm of mulitary duty
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{roen thea Fnun.lwhn had hanlmlﬂl; and 'h-fm
of which, on departing from the provines, he planted the
seeds of that revoling pairiotism which finally over-
threw the autharity he fondly msagined himsell 1o have
auccessfully re-eatalbdished,

Colonel Walton received his guests with his accus-
tommed urbanity : he received them alone ; asd the eyes
of Colomcl Proctor looked rownd the apartmeist inqui.
rmg]Lﬂ im vnim, 08 il he desired ansthar presence,

understood the glance perfectly, for he had
not beon blind o the Imquml evidences of attachment
which his visitor had slown sowarls las daughier ; but
he took no hesd of in; and, with a ]ul'l_f rexserve of
maaner, Which grealy adidsd 1o the awkwordness of
the commission which the Englishman came 10 exe.
cate, he simply confined himsell 10 the occasional re-
mark—such only as was perfecily unavoidable with
one with whom politeness was kabaual, and the pre=
dominant [oeling a1 variancs with it, the result of &
calm and carefully regulated principle. Tt was only
with n steady resolution, at Iast, that Proctor was en-
abled e bring his conversalion inbo thing Iuku
consistency and onder.  He commenced, crupu
any bewer opening, with the imemedizte matver wh.lv.-h
ke had in bl

“Colonel Walton does not now visit Daorchester
=0 I:r'equmllj.*u usmal, nor does he ollen travel sa far
as the city.  May 1 ask if he bas heard any kato imel-
ligence of momeni

Walton looked inquiningly at his guest, as if to
gnther from his fentures something of that intelligonce
which hiz worls secmed to presage.  Bul the expres-
SLOM YWas I.I:Illl-il[ll':lnl’:.l—?l'ﬂﬂpi- that of carc—so
Walton thought, and 1 gave him 2 hope of some
better fortune for his comntry than hal usually sttemled
iis prms heretofore.

] bave not, sir; §rde bat linke now, nesd have mot
been in Dorcheator for & week.  OF what intelligence
do you speak, sir ™

“The proclamation of Sir Henry Cligton, sir—his
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proclamation an the suhjeet of protections granted 1o the
ﬂﬂn anmpnmdmu excopied made prisoncrs

fhhnul“’nhmlwk«ull bewildored ; but still coldly,
and withoum & wond, awaited the couchision of Prector's
statement. Bt the spraker el for @ momsend, ansd
whin ho tgmu spioke, the subject seomad vo have been
eomewhat o

W1 am l:1|||£r I-l:!ﬂ'j". Colomel Walton, that iz has mot
hui herelafore in your power bo s_lmqm]nn fara

!'H::"' n]l-,"rllhhulm y"ln.rm.lml.]'l.i.lul.r-
Fare :pmnngu rehiellious alﬁ?::u.“

“ Baay, sar, if you please ; these sebjects, of whom
your phrase is rather unscropulous, are my relatives
and comanirymen ; amd their sentbments on thss rebellion
have been and are my own, though 1 have adopted the
axpediont of & stem mcuau_].'. and in this have sus-
pended the active demonstration of primeiples which 1
am nevertheless in mo hasto to forged, and do pot sup-
preas.”

"P‘uﬂnqmu,j:ir; :,"m.l.'nrinll &:msﬂmhhﬂlh!z[
mcan mothing of oilence. However erring yoar thought,
I must respect it as honest; but this respect does not
farbidl that | should lament sach o misfortune—a misfor-
sune, scarcely loss u-: 1o his majesty than o you. s
|:1:|.I sincere regrot that you have heretofore found it less

Ie to wnite your arms with those of our
u.my:u the arrest of this wnsstoral streggle. The
mmmlllm_]wﬂ'l:mdi by Bir Heary—""

“ Was rejected, l.".-umdl Procior, anad my opiniona
then fairdy avowed amd seemingly Mo
Efmm now 1o thot subject need bo made by either

H.I-ﬁ

“Yet am 1 called wpon to make it mow, Colone]
Walton ; and [ dp 50 with & that what = my
duty will not lose me, by its ance, the regand
of him to wham 1 lpl:nl- I am counselleal o remand
you, sir, of that p ition by the present cammander-
in-chiel of his majesty’s forces i the Bouth, Earl
Commwallis. The proclamation of Sir Heary Clinton,
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o which [ bave alluded, i of swch a palure as opens
freesh ground for the rosewal of that offer; and in this
packes | have insuructions o that omd, with o formal
enclosure of scal amd Li;'nn'lunb. rTl]:ﬂ'l hia -El.-l:i:"el'l.tj"
himsell, which covers the commission b0 youw, sir, in
your full rank, as engaged in the robo| ammy.”

Y ou will keep it, sir; again it is rejecied. T can-
nod lift srms ngainst my countrymen; and thowegh 1
readily understand the mecessity which requires you to
make the tender, you will permit me to say, that | hald
it -|:ru1{: an eqiivocal form ol issal.”

*Which, I again repeat, Calonel Walion, is foreign
o all imtention on the part of ithe commander-in-chief.
For myself, | surely need make no sech attestation.
He, sir, is persuaded to the offer simply as he koows
your worth amd influence—he woukll secure youar eo-
operation in the good cause of lovalty, and at the same
tian womld softon wlist mey seom teo harsh features of
this proclamation.™

4 Anid whnt is this proclamation, sie ! Let meo ear
that : the madter has been sonsewhat precipilately dis-
cussed i advamee of the texi™

&« Barely, sir,” said Proctar, eagerly, 38 s
of Colonel Walton's last romarks lefi a hope in his
mimil 1hat b might think differemly on e pensal of
the decument, which he now teok (rom the hands of
s cnm[lmi.-l;m. D ks =3 ﬂlﬂ\.‘l:.l'.. lir.I aml 1 hapup ¥
will rocanskder the resalve which I canmot help think-
ing precipistely made,™

The listener simply bowed his head, and motioned
the m1mrmpwmaﬂ Procior obsoyed ; and, unfolding
the mstrumens, procesded 1@ convey s contents to
the cars of the pstonished Carolininn.  As he read, thae
cheek of Colonel Wallon glowed like fire—his
kindled=—fis palsation increased—antl when the insidi-
ous decree, calling upoa him io rosune the arms which
b had cast aside when bis countey peedod themn, and 1Lk
them in bohall of her enemics, was faidy compre-
hended by bis semse, his foclings bad penched thas
climax which despaired of all moeraneo.  He staned
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abruptly (rom his scat, and paced the room in &
emobion ; (hen sudidenly spproaching Proctos, he
Ih-[u{-urﬁvmlﬁl hand, and read it with unwaver.

wiiof.  For a fow moments alier he had boen
l:flr possessed of its contents, e made no remark ;
theny, with & nmh% effiort, sappressing ns muoch a3 pos-
sthle his aroused feelings, e sldreszed the Britem in
tonea of inquiry which left it doabtiul what, in reality,
thoss feslings were,

“ And you desire that [ should embrace this commis.
sbany Colonel Proctor, which, if’ 1 undersiand it _g:nlu
me commanid in a service which this proclamation is o
tnatst apon—am T right ™

It is 0, sir; yoa are right. Here is a colonel's
commission under his majesty, with power 1o appoint
your own officers, Most gladly wouald T place it i
yur hagils,~

i B Calane] Procior, this ia the r:l.n.'ltll.'ln.“.m:,"
villany and falschood. By what right, sir, does Sir
Henry Clinton call npon us for military service, when
hisw terms of protection, granted by h.l.rq.u]l' nmil Admiral
Arbubhnot, secuned all &;- aking them in a comdition
ol neutrality 1™

U1t is net for me, Colonel Wallon,” was Proctor’s
reply—* it is not for me to discuss the commands of
my . B does nol the pml:'la.ru.l.um declarn
thess paroles o be nall amd void after the twontioth ™

#Trus. But by what right does your superior vio=
late his compact 1 "Think you, sir, that the Carelinians
would have takon terms with invasion. the cosditions
and maiptenance of which have ne better security
than the caprieo of one of the partica T Think £ir,
that [, ag beasy, would have been so weak and foolish ™

M l"l:i'hl.pu Colonel Woltog=——aml [ would not offend
by the suggostion,” replied tho other, with mmch maod-
eration— perhinps, sir, B was a singular atreich of
intulgence 1o gran terms at all o rebellion,”

“ Ay, air, you may call it by what name you please ;

ihe Lerms, having been once offered and aceepted,
were to the full as binding between the law and tho
rebe] as botweon the prines amd dutifa] subjects."
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81 may nod argue, sir, the eommands of my supe-
rior,” rejoincd the other, firmly, but calmly.

“1wm mot s boand, Colone] Teoctos b ks matier
for clowe argument and solemn deliberation with e,
amdl 3t will bo bowg, sir, before [ shull bring mysell to
lift mrme against my coumrymen”

= Phere is n wiy ol t"rnﬂ-in“ thas n!:ena'l,'. Calanel
Walton.” said Procior, eagordy,

Tho vther looked st lim inguirmgly, thoagh e evi-
demly did not hope for much from the suggested alter

ire.
Uk |lil]'|.-|:q||f'|}'.:ir.. mn.t:_'l'u-mn;nmn r his 'rlrlj:-ni
has meed of troops in e Wiest Indies; FLonl Comwa
lis, with a due regard io the feclings of his dutifil
smbjects of the colonies, lms made armangemenss for an
exchange of service, ‘The Irish regiments will be
withidrawn from the West Indies, and those of loyal
Carolinians substituted.  "This frees you from all risk
of epcoantering with vour [riends and eountrymaen,
while a1 the same time it answers cqually the purposes
of my comenandeor.”
¢ soldier by profession saw nothing deégrading,

m.-lhing servile m the pmlmtd m-mp'ml:niw.
matter had a different aspecs in the eyes of the sombern
gentleman.  The wion which would seml him
from B lomsily friends, 1o engage in conflict with
ail b Ko dlowm these 16 whom he haad oo amipathy,
was searcely less imful im vis exactions ihan o =ke
up aries ngainst his smmediate neighbours,  The sag-
goestion, e, which contemplated the subszution of
troops of foreign mercennries, in the place of native
cilizens, wlo were e be sent o other landa in ihe
same capachly, was Inexpressibly offensive, as i di-
rectly made him an sgent for the incronse of that power
wlich nimead 8t the destruction of his people and ks

ipciples,  “The senss of ignominy grew stroiger in
I:: breasi as he hearnd 4, and e P.r:u] the apartment
in umanitigatoil disordor,

[ am no hireling, Cobonel Proctor ; aml the war,
hand to hand with my own sister’s child, would be loss
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shameful 1o mee, however full of pain and misery, than
this altemative.”

“Thero & no other, sir, that T knaw of."

# Ay, =ir, bt there is=—=there is another altemnative,
Colomal Procior; more than thai, sir—ihere is &
risimedy.

The eyes of the :[m:.'kr.-r ftashed, amd Proctor saw
that theay rested upon the broadsword whicl husg spoen
the wall before them.

* What is that, sir " inguired the Briten.

 Inthe sword, sir—in the strife—io ke up arms—
1o pre for baitla I H’l.l'lhﬂlllﬂ'l.l"t‘lﬂ r

Eithor the cither unilersiood him not, with an obtsso.
ness nol coammaon with I:':m., or he clwose oot o umder-
stamdl bhim, ns he replied—

“ Why, thar, gir, is what he sechs—it ia what Lord
Comwallis destres, anil what, sir, would, permit me o
gay, be to me, individdeally, tho greatost ploasure.  Your
e-aperation lere, sir, would do more towands quicting
discontent than any other inflacnce.”

The manner of Walion was wnesnally grave and
daliberate.

“You have mistaken me, Calonel Proctor. 'When
I spoke of taking up the sward, sir, 1 spoke of an alter-
nativg, I meam not totake ap the swond o ght your
hattles, bt my 0wk If thas nm::ilr = to be fixed

ma, 8ir, | shall bave no loss o kenow iy diey™

u Bir—Colonel Waltion—beware! Az a Brnsh
officer, in lis majesty’s commission, T mest nod fiston
1o this lan e,h ot will :-nurulznﬁer. siry that I am
in coanaman this garrisan, and of the seighbouring
eomntry—bounid 1o repress every show of disaflection,
aned with the power o determane, in tha last resom,
without restraims, should my judgment hald it necessary.
I woald not willingly be harsh ; and you will spare me,
&ir, [rom hearing theee sensiments utbered which become
nat the ears of o ln].':l.l suhject.

Sl am a free man, Colone] Prostor —1 would ba one,
at least, ‘Things | must call by their right names;
and, ns anch, I do not esitate to pronounes this decres
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a nsost dishonest and eniminal proceeding, which sheuld
call up every honest had in retdbation,  Sir Henry
Clinzon has dome this day what he will loag be sarry
foe"
S And what, permit me o add, Coloael Waltoa—
what [ fl:lulrrjﬁ]r. Hut it is mot for me oo
LT ] propriety of that which my duty eslls upon
me o enforce,”

* Apl pray, sir, what are the penalties of dischedience
1o this ba [ = :

"E-l:quu-lnl.'inu properiy an 'un]:rilu-prp:ﬂt.]l: T
diseretion of the soveral mnfma.ndmm of stations,"”

¢ Paar Kate 1=—Fut i1 15 well it iz no worse™ The
winrils Tell unconsciously from the lips of the speaker:
he half-stenede over the floor; then, mrring apon Proc-
tor, demanded onee more 19 lsok upon the p ind.
He agsin road it careiully.

“ Twenty days, Colonel Proctor, T see, have been
allowed by Sir Henry Clinton for deliberation in a
matter which leaves so litile cheice, S0 much Is
searcely nocessary ; you shall have my answer befors
that time §s over. Meanwhile, sir, et us not again
“H}.l.i; of the subject umtil that peripd.’

& A paindi uu{vj'-ar.':.uir. which | shall gladly forbear,”
ni.-ﬂ I‘.m-rl.u.rrriling'. o amd 1wl J'IL'IP-H.. at ihe same Ii:'ﬁu..
that Colonel Walion thinks not unkimdly of the bearor of
iroublesame intelligence."

“ G forbid, sir! | am oo malignant.  You have
done yoor duty with all emilermess, and 1 thank you
for . Dar enemies are aod always a0 constderate.”

“ No encmics, | trust, sir. | am in hopes that, upon
reflection, you will mot fisd it 20 difficult 10 reconcile
yourseli 1o what, at the first blush, may scem so uns
plessan.”

= Mo mvore, sir—no more on the subject,” was the
quick, calm 'rfpl:.". = Wil you o me Erice, gea-
tlemen, in o pglass of Madeira—some | can recom-
mead ¥

They drank ; aml seeing through the windaw tha
fozma of the Yoz ladies, Calone]l Proceor pmpmgd_
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e join them in their walk—a sq ion which his,
enteriainer answered by leading the way. In the
mean whils, go we back to our old scquaintance,
Major Simgleton, and his trusty cosdjutor, Hempliriss,

CHAPTER XL

IE.M“ parked ":.1?-1 ;
& wele -hgrg- Wt M,
Blors happy were we rot

Krerrio close in cover, Major Smgleton and las
ide paused ai length in the sholier of a gigantic oak,
at grow, with & humidred othors, aloag the extrems
borders of the park-grounds. The pesition had been
Judicio I1!r inken, as it gave them an unobstroctnd
view of the Mansion House, the lawn in {roat, and &
of the sdjacent garden. They were them-
selves partial oceepants of the finest omament of the
esiale—the extensive grove of solemn oaks, with arms
branching out on every side, sufficient each of them
for the sheltor of & iroop. “Thoy ross, thickly placed
all around the dwaelling, concentrating ina beastiful
ﬂEEl-uD!P:m the fromt, and thes contimwing for the dis-
tanes of a (ull mile ungil they gaered in mass apon the
main road of the country. the rear they stretched
awny l'lrlgl:ﬂ'! i Fp-'pl., -rtru!'l.:." thlp.uﬂd, uf without
regularity, daown o 'rerEu of the river, over
which many el them sln-pnd with all thekr weight of
limbs and IAnCH ﬂ'ﬂ:m: their long
mghﬂﬂﬂﬂhlhmﬂ]‘uﬂn 'l|1'|.'|:|:|5:I1'|:|.|"n].|3'r
:nd dlppmli into the river sl overy pressurs of the
¢ boughs from which it depended.  Under
those trees, the largest ameng them, the very
pﬂ:riwch of the eollection, the two ndemnrl:'rmedi
Bingleton theowing himssll upon = clster of ick
m:- wlhir!;'h:.d risem above aml mow ran aleng the
oL ==
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sirface, while his companion, like a imie scoud, wan-
dered off in other pans of ihe grove with the hops o
ohtsin isalligenes, of a1 beast o wateh the nsovemsnts
of the British officers, whoss prosenco bad prevented
their own ig;[mnch i ihe dwelling,
As Singloton gazed arounsd o pm:im:

whale scepe grew fresh smber |H-l=j‘v|: &l
many years fail elapsed simce, in the buoyaney I:nl:l
ihoughtleasposs of boyhoml, he had rambled over iy,
el ,g'rld-nnl.l}' ald acquaamtnnces grew again familiar o
Iun e, The treo e know nguin umiler wlach ho

Fnrmﬂ} payed, “The lawn spread frooly onvand,
h af ald, over which, in sweet compamy, he had oace
gambolled—ihe Litle clump of shrubs; here and there,
gdill grew, 38 he hal cnes Epown them 3 and his hean
grew softened amid s many cares, a5 his me
bromght o him those irensures of the frast, whicl wers
all his own when nothing of strife was in his fartunes.
What a !;lud is mensory, 1o keep in life—to enidow with
nan unslumbering vitalisy beyond that of our own naters
—its uneonscions company—lie things that seem only
born for 11s mjnpitni—l.hl have no tsgiacs Lo make
themselves foli—and no claim wpon i, only as ithey
lave mamistersd, ignomnt of their vwn valee, o ibe
tastes npil necossities of » superiar ! How mors than
dear—lww valuable are oar recollections ! How hke
s0 many voelumes, i which time has written on his

o the hiswey of the afections and the

I'eckr paimes may bo trampled wpon in owr pEassen,
Ilotied with mir iears, thrown asde o !hu-njhl]ua.-
ness, but nothing of their sacred reees. may be ollit-
orated.  Thoy are with ws, for pood or for evil, for
ever!  “They last us when the Father and the mother
of oar huuf]mnd nre gone. ".['I:r.-:,-' hrin.g them back as
in . Wo aro again ot their keee—wa praile a
their lost—we see them smile upon, and wo
ihat they love us. Hew dear is such an asssrapce !
How sweetly, when the world has gone wrong with
us, when the lover is o hewlless imduferent, when the
fricned has been tricd and (ound wanting, do they clasier
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before tar oyes as il they knew oair desioe, aml strove o
miisber bk our necessifies. e, Ihn].' call fortly omr
tears, but lhﬂrllh tho weight from our hearts.  They
are never false o us,—hdéiter, far btier, woere wo
mire frequently true to them!

Such were the musings of Hizgloton, s, voclined
alomg the roots al the ald eree, and sheltered by its
branches; his eye took i, and his memery revived, the
thousand seenes which he had once keown of boyish
frolie, when life ware, if Bot & hetier aspect of hope
to his infant pind, af least = far less unpleasant show
of its ““&’f“““"‘ Not a wee grow belore him
which he did not remember for some litle prank, or
meident; omd o thousand eircometances waore linked
with the various objects that, once familiar, were sill
mﬁurg-utlem Hulhi'n.; seemed to Bave unidergons a
change—pothing seemed to have eon impaired ; the
taibclies of time upon the obd eakk had miser mellowed
imbo a fitting solemnity the aspect of that 1o which wa
should scorcely over look for & differont oxpression.
While he yot mused, mingling in his mind the waters
of those sweot ad bittor thoughts which nske vp the
lafetide ol the wile oeean of MEBOTY, the dusk of
avening eame om, solt in ita solemnity, and unoppressive
aven b it gloom, umder the sweet sky and unmolested
zephyr, casting its pleasant shadows along the Edg-u.l
of the grove, The moon, st tho same timoe rising
stealthily among the tree-ops in the east, was aeeking
to pale por ineffoctual fires while yet some traces of
the sen were siill bright in waving lines and fragments
upon the opposite horizon.  Along the river, which
hael a besting muarmer upan the low hanks, the breeze
skimmed playhally aml fresh ; and what with its pes-
sant chidings, the hum ol the treeops beniling be-
neath it embrace, sl tho sG]l more ceriain appres
ciation by his memaory of the genivs of the place, ihe
feeling of Singloton’s bosom grew heightened in s
tone of melancholy, usd 3 more passiopate emphasis of
theght broke forth in his half-muttered soliloquy :—

“How | remember as [ Jook; it &= not only the
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woads and the —ihe river and the spot—hut the
vory skios are there ; and that very wind, and the mar-
muring vxices of U trees, are sl the same.  Nohing
—nothing changed.  All as of old; but the ope—all bus
ahe—ﬂm, Ll lauﬁhmg chilil, the confiding playmate |
and mot as now, capriciies woimas—ihe Lnperi-
oua heart, lcqrmug where she once soothed, :I-un:,'ing
whers she was once 50 happy 1o bestow.  Buch is her
change—a nl:.l.ng«u which the speschless nature pself
rebukes,  She reeks oot wow, as of old, whether her
warnd carries with it the sting or the sweet—iL is not now
in her thought to ask whethier pain or plenswre fil-
lows ihe thoughtless slight of the scornfial pleasasiry.
T'he victim suflers, bist sle recks not of s griel. Vet
is sho wot an insensibio=—mnol proud; oot seomful.  Let
me do her justice in this, Let me nod wrong her bue
to think it. What bt love, kimdneas, and all afection
i her lendance u[:: poor Emily. To her, is she not
all meekness, all all forbearance? To my uncle,
oo, B0 daughtor could be mors dubtiful, mose affec-
tiomale, mare soliciiously watclful. 'To all, 1 all bul
me ! Tao ma, only, the proud, the capricious, the in-
diiferent. And el mone bove hor like me; | must
lowe an in spite of pride, and scom, and inkifercace—
I canmot chooae b love her®

The mosings of Major Bingleton had for their ob-
'LT his fhir cousin, the beswtiful Kato—scearding to

i secounl, a mos! capricions damsel i@ some fe-
spects, though well enough, it would appear, in others.
\E:muhall. uEa fosr numlﬂ-'l.u wir pptE:ud E-'Ie:m—
while, the retum of Humgphries from his lmmlng'
ﬂ[rudl:mn arrosts our farther speculation upon this
topie, alang with the solilogquy of oar companion,
whose thoughts were now tered inte ancther channe,
as he demanded from his lisutenant an secouns of his
discoveries

“ And what of the Britons, Humphries ! are they
yet in sadilla, and when may we hope 10 approach tha
dwelling T 1 have not heen used to skulk like a beatea
hound around the houss of nay mother's brother, mob



THE PARTISAN. 137

daring te come forward, and, T am Foe (o confess, the
necessily makes me melancholy,"
= %“Very apd i do so, majar, et yon have o bear i@
a litle lomger. “The horses of the oificers have been
hiup mnto the cowart, and l]mbu-r ST 1lr.|.ili.11F.I bk
the riders lave not made their appearanes. [ suppesa
they stop for a last swig al the squire’s Madeim, He
keeps o prine stock on hamd, they say, thoagh I've
mever had the good forene 1o taste aay of in"
¢ % You shall do =0 I:-u-n.'i“hl. Humphries, aml grow
wiser, unless your British Colonel's poiations exceed
& sowlhern gendleman's capacity to meot him,  Buu
you knew my uncle long before coning down from
Bapies with him."

s be sere [ did, sire 1 used o ses him fre-
quently in the village ; but since the fall of Charlestown
beir Tema Kept elosa 1o the plantation. 'They say he
goes nowhere now, excopt it be down towands Canes
ncre and Horse Savannah, and along the Stonoe, wheroe
he has acquaimiance. | ‘sposs he reason encagh
ta lie close, for ke has too much wealth not to be an
abject, aml the tories kesp a sharp look out en him.
Lul.,jj.m b lurpn-ﬂ-:-rl. aml Ihﬂj"ll have a pretty irive
at the old plate, snd the segroes woubd seon be in the
Charlestown market, amd then off 19 the West Indies.
Colone| Proctor is watchiul too, amd visits the sqoire
quite w00 frequently nod o have some object”

“ Baid you not that Kate, his daughter, Miss Wal-
ton, was the objeet.  (fhject onough, 1 should thiak,
for o hungry adventurer, sent out 1o make his fortune
in allinmee with the very blood he sceks 1o shed. Kate
wonld be & pleasant acquizition for a younger son.™

There was mlhl."u; of bitternesa in the tone of
ihe speaker on ihis subject, which old somewhat of
the srongth of those suspicions in kis mind, io which,
without imtemding so much, Humnghries, in a previous re-
mark, had actually given the direction. ‘The latter saw
this, and with a dohberate tact, sot =0 much the work
of his educution s of o natural delicacy, careful nod
o wtaride ke nbﬂjllﬂnﬁ:;ﬂ Bingleton, he hastened
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to remove the impression which enwittingly ke had
made.  Without baying any stress upon what he sand,
and with an expression of countesance the mest indil-
ferent, e procosded to reply as follows to the remark
all his companion s—

""i-'l-'l:1'|.'I HTGL) T, 1t would be a |:||.ln.l.l.q:|. windi&ll ia
Proctor could he get Miss Walton ; but there’s a mighty
small chance of at, if folks =y e, Hae gy thers
often enough, that's certain, but he doesn’t seo her half
the time. Sho keeps ber chamber or takes herseli off
in the l.'lrli'n.;n whien shie hears of his n-urn'mg; uidl his
;:m:- is alim even lo moet with ber, let ‘lone 1o get

t-“

There was a ircnuboes lighiness m Singleton’s tone
a8 he spoke o this in eblique language—

“hnd yvet Procior has altractions, bhas be pot? [
have somewhore heard so—a fine person, good fea-
tures, even handsome. He is young, 0"

“Fow better looking men, sir, amd making due al-
lowance far an EnEny, i clever sarl of lellow crm‘u-sh.
A pood officer, toa, thet knows what he's abouz, and
quite s polite, fair-spoken gentleman.™

“ Indeed ! atbrmetsons quite enough, it would ssem,
to persuade any young lady imo civiliny. Al yet,
vl say—"

# Hist, mapor ! * Talk of the —" Ask pandoa, sir
bait -ﬂ:mp behimd ihis bish. Here comes the in.:l! her-
sell with your sistor, | beliowe, though I can’t say st
this distance. They've been walking through the oaks,
amd, ns you see, Froctor keeps ﬂluirnu-.."

The two sank into cover as the young Iadics canse
I]:mug'h the grove, bu:lﬂi.n' their way towanls the vEry
spot where Singleton had bean reclining.  The place
wik & favourite with all, and the ramble in this quarer
wis |:|'|.|'|1.-u a regular custam of the aftemoon with ths
fair heiress of Uolone]l Walion in particular.  As she
approached, they saw the lolty carriage, the graceful
height, and the symmetrical person our heroing—
ke movement bespeaking for her that degree of com-
eideration which few ever looked upon her and withhelkd),
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Her dreéss was white, and &i y rather mare in the
fashion of the present than of that timw, when a lady’s
body was hooped in like a ship's, by successive layors
of cordage and timber ; and when her headgear rose
imte n pyramid, tower upon tower, 8 nxassy and Babel.
like sructure, well stuccoed, 10 keep its place, by the
pastes and pomatums of the day. With her droas,
the micest sticklor for the proper simplicities of good
taste would have fouml oo cause of complaint.  Seting
off her fgurs to sdvaniage, it &id pot unpleasamily
confine i1 i and, as for ber sall brown Lair, i was fres
o wanton 1 the 'n.'inlf.u, save where a llriil ol relvet
restruined it arooand her brows, Yot this simpliciiy
midicaied no improper ndifference on the pant of the
lady 1o her persoral appearance.  On the contrary, i
was the am which coencealed nseli—the I'almmu
taste, amil the just estimate of a mamd eapabde of con-
ceiving proper stanilards of fitness—ihnt achieved so
much in th in.rr.pmu-iulEH attractiva ainplicity of
her comfumme.  She knew that the elevated and inel
lectoal forchead necded no mosntainous height of
hair for its proper effect. She compelled hers ac-

r%.i tmpdy parting it in front—io play capri-
cipus E:-!m!' and, “heelfel of beanty, the same
woman still,” the Ipuur:l that sireamed so luxuriamiy
nhowt ler neck, terminnted in o humdeed sylph-li
locks, exceedingly natural o behald, bugy whic mu:
her some hallhour's industrions application daly

the i, E::,g::“ r:ukdulu Fit: d? brilliant Im rl_l‘-'l
X i, we 1o §is depths vamiy lor
ﬂwi:::'idnm of caprico and n wanton |ove af ils ex-
arcise which Singleton had rathor insisted wpon as
ler characteristic.  Her face was fincly Formed, dili-
cately clear and white, sl pale, but marked sull
with an sppearance of pecloct health, which pressrved
that medium the eye of tasie loves to rest upon,
in whieh the rose rises not into the guody richness of
mare valgar health, and 18 vet sulficiently present 0
keep the cheek from falling into the opposite extreme,
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the amtomnal sickmess of mspect, whicls, I‘:I.I:ili.ﬂ.j_ i
tho oibier, i is 50 very spd 0 assume.

Mot =0 the compamon beside her.  DPale amd
shadawy, ihe young gird, younger than hemelf, who
hung upon ber arm, was one of the dooenped vietims of
coisumpibon—thal insidious death that =leeps with as,
nmil sm: with us=—=inanbiously winils absout us 1o Il:r
waste, anil looks most lovely when most determined
to desiroy.  She was small and maburally slyghe of

reom, but the mriful disease umtder which she sulffered
@l mabe her more so; ool her wasted form, the
evilent fatigue of her nsovemsen, nod ks lpu:i of the
pain amd dufienuliy of her breathing, were all so many
preofs that the weaire of her Life was insecwre, and her
term brief, Yed few were ever more ready for this
fimal trizl than the® young lady belore us.  “Tha heart
of Emily Bingleton was as pure a8 ler eves were
genlle.  Hor affections were true, and her thoughts
had been long since tuwrped anly io beaven.  Her own
comliizon bad never been concealed from ber, nor waa
she disposed to slirink from its copsideration.  Doomed
tir & briel expstence, ghe wasted mol the hours in pain-
ful ropinings &1 & fate so storm ;. ba ssill rogarding it as
ievitable, ahe prrpa.n.-i] as calml}' HES pﬂuil:l]u 1o en=
coumter . Fortunately, she bad no strong paseions
nroseed aml coscentrated, bimding ber 1w the earth,
Lave—that quick, angry, and eating fever of the mind—
had mever twuched the heart thar, gontle from the fret,
had been restrrined from the indulgence of such a Feel-
ing by the due comsciousness of that destiny which
cowhl not ndnit of its pealization, Her mood had grown
bofder, sublimor, in due proportion with the check
which this comsciousness hal maiotained upon ber
sensibilitics,  She had become :}ririluﬂlim%&nﬁ-!.
evon a8 &he had grown attenuated 1m porson with
no murmurings, snd bwt few regrots, hor thoughts
ware now only busiml with those heavenwanl contem-
platsons which take the pang from death, amd disaem
purting of many of its privations, Singlewn looked
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farth froem his cover upan the form of his slster, while
the tears gathered in big drops nto his eyes.

* 8y pare, 50 early doomed ! Ob, my sweet sister !
—aml when that comes, then am [ indesd alone,
Poor Emily 1" -

Thos muttering to himazlf, as they camo noar, lis
was about w0 emerge into sight and address them,
when, at the mstant, Hm.':]::i.nl Ellll:'ﬂ his wrist, mpa
whis

“EUr pot—move ol Prociar 1Fq1rr.'|l|:|mu-. with
l'-;ncr!mlui Walion snd another. Qur hope s in lying
clie,”

The ladies twrned 10 meet the new:comerz. The
two Hritigh oflicers soomed already acquainted wicl
tham, since ey now advasced without any istroduc-
tion.  Froctor, with the ease of a well-bred gemleman,
placed himsoll beside the fair hoiress of the place, to
wham be tendered his arm ; while his companion, Cap-
tasii Dhckson of the E-I.I.H.l'l].'l,. made i stnular teider 16
Emily. The latter quistly took the snm of Dickson,
releasing that of ber cousin at the same moment,
But Kate mecmed mnot dililnull 1o avail hersell of
ber example. Civilly declining Proctor’s offor, with

cnmmram she |:||.l|:|:d lwer arm within that of her

er, and the walk was coptinued.  Noae of this had

escaped the notice of Major Siaglewn, whose place

of concealment was close beside the path ; and, without

taking lpo many liberttes with his confidmes, we may

way that his feelings were those of pleasure as he
wiinessed this quqndmg af his cousm.

@[ take no ad from mine enemy, Colons] Proctor—
cerainly mever when I can do withowt 1t You will
excuse mes, therclore; but | shoubl regand your wni-
form s havieg received ils unnatarally deep red from
the veing of my cotntrymen.”

80 much = rebel as that, Miss Walion! N is
wall for us that the same epirit does nod prevoil among
your warriors.  What would have been our chances of
suooeas had such boen the cose ™

™ You think your conquest then complete, Calonel
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Procior—yon think that our people will always sleep
umler oppression, aml returs you thanks for blows,
and homage for chastisement,  Beliove so—it iz quite
as well”

@ [ the Twbies of Carolina all entertuin this spirm,
Miss Walton?  Will pone of them ke te amid of
the galtant knight ilat claims sorvice at feir hands
ar is 1, 1% [ eheve, that sl =lands alone 16 dus rebel
ahiitmln, an excoptbon 10 her countrywomen 1=

“May; | cannot mow amswer wou ihis question.
Wa sep fow ni'rrl.;l." EOlELTy WdIsE N BF couRl 11 i,
thanks to oar enemice; and [ hove leanvd o forbear
asking what they seed or desire, It is enough for me
that when 1 desire the anm of nph]kni:_q_hl., I can have
him ot poed withour pesorting ta that of a8 enemy 1"

# [ndeed 17 peplicd the other, with some show of
curiesity—- indeed, you are fortunate ; but your ref-
erence |5 now ie your filer I

“.’l-!_'r father t=10k, no! =]I|u:|u=|l. as wow, | nol uns
[rtl]u.ﬂltt_l.' claim hizanl i'rl.p.ml'uren.cvu I.u1.|1.l.l.r.|r|:|:|:|.I o™

“Why wour foe, Miss Walon?  [Have we no
:_mu:i-n Yol pu:muT There is mo stgle now in Care.
ma"

& Peace, mibeed ! the prics of foar, thal i ﬁ.-:lpt.ﬁmm
actiom by chains and the dread of puashment!  Call
voil that pesce T It is 3 peace that is false and cannol,
ast.  You will see.™

*Ha it oas vow saye Sl we are no ensmiss—we
wha servo vour monarch as oar owa, and simply en-
force thoss laws which we are all bound 15 common o
whoy™

“ No monarch of mine, if you please, T eare not a
slraw [or |:|iru:.. sl o mhnﬁ.alu],:ld never
the pretensions of your Kings aml prigees, your divine
rights, and your established and immstable systems of
himan govermmens, humanity diseli being mn:l.n]:ﬁ
]‘lnur|}' l|.|||.|.1-|.'rg-|.rir|g |:I1.n.ng-r., wnd I|nn.|:|'1||r in advamce [
govemmont™

= Why, thi= = e be 2 rebel; bist we shall not dis<
pute, Miss Walten, It 15 well for ms, as | have said
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b:ﬁ:n-.. that such are not the sentiments of your wars
riors 1 else, slimulated, as lhr:.r st lave boon, h], il
pleadings of lips bke yours, they must ‘rmu buen in-
vincehle, I wall Bt indicate loo much sim I!Il.:, il
marvel that their utterance hitherto has availed so linle
m bringing your mon imto ihe Gell  We have nos
vamly gt foes in a country in which, indeed, it
15 vur chicf dq:nru o finld friends anly.”

“ [x follows Crom this, Colssol Procuar, that thore i
oaly so much more safery for his majesty’s more loyal

jocts.”

“ YWou are incorrigibie, Miss Walian.”

% No, gir; only oo indulgent—too like my comntry-
ml:h-—-drﬂdh! thie combat which 1 yot seo I8 3 NG
miiy.™

“ If &0, why has there heen so lsule opposition I
|'-r.'r!|.lp.:, sir, you will mot I:I.i'!-‘_"Fl ask ithe |:||.|-|_=.|.1m
 You still have hopes, them, of the rebel couse.”

My eountry’s cause, Colonol Proctor, il you please.
1 mtill have lopes 7 and | trast that los majesty’s arms
may not kang bave the regrot of comtiming & warfare
so litle stimilating 1o aheir enborprise, and so lils
caloukated 10 yield them honour.™

The I!nl.mlirI clonel bowed at the equivoesl senti-
ment, aml alter a passo of a few moments the lady

eded—

o Amil vet, Colomal Proctor, not fo speak toa lreoly
of mavters of which my sex can know so linde, | muss
say, knowing w1 do the = rit of some nmong my
rnunlrj'mm—l musl sy, il rrl.u groatly surprised mo
that your conqivests should kave been usually so casy.”

S at neod not lu.rpu'inn Yo, Miss Walton yal
remamher thai ours sre Brish soldicrs”—smiling,
amdl with & bow, was the response of the ealonel,

By which I am o wndersiand, on the aatherity of
_one 'lhn ios, its own :i.|:|n:r|.|:ib|tilj. It &= with

boligve, that the sopiment mns, though

i-u Bol— e never rotreat, we die.” Unquestion-
nble amhority; surely ; and it may be that such is the
exse, Fow persons lhln]t msore highly of British val-
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bour than the Carolminns,  Father, you, I know, think
extrvapantly of it; ond cousin Robwor, too: | have
hean] you bath apeak in terms which felly sustain yow,
Calonel Procior, mowhat might be called the self-com-
plaisance which jost now pssigned the couse of your
success,'”

Colouring somewhat, and with a grave tome of voice,
thae was not his wont, Colossl Proctor replied—

wThere is truth in whae [ lave & you, Miss
Walton ; the British saldier is with & porfect faith
in his invincibility, and this Gith enables him to realize
i The first leason of the Enud alfficer 18 o
the minds of his men with this confidence, not in
their owm vabour, but in their own pood lortume.™

s And yeol, Colomel Proctor, | amned s sure that the
brave young men [ have known, such as cousin Kob-
ert—ihe major, for he is 8 major, ficher—so Emily
says—] am not so sure that they will fight the less
agninst you on thai account.  Roben | know too well
to bolieve that he has any fears, though he thinks as
highly of British valour ns anybody else”

b Wha s this Robore, Miss Walton, of whem you
appear to think so highly I

There was sameihi i_'-l iiea im the manper sl
lamguage of Proctor as e the mquiry, and with
a singular change in htr own manner, in which she
took her leflicst attitudo sl looked bor stermest ex-
pression, Katharine Walton mPliﬂ].--

“ A relative, xir, a sear relntive 1 Hoberl Sineleton—
Major Hobor wion, | shoull say—a gentleman in
the commission of (overnor Hulledgs”

* Ha! a major, oo, amd in the rebel amm !"' sard
ihe other.  *“Well, Miss Walien, [ may e the
bopoir, and hops zaime day o have ﬂmp]m b
meei wiih your courim.™

The manmer of the speaker was pespeciful, but
ithere was a something of sarcasm—es Kabarine
thoupht=—=in his tones, aod her reply was immediate.

“Wea nerl say nothing of the plessare to cither
paurty from the meeting, Caolonel Proctor; but i you do
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meed with lnm, keowing Hobert as [ do, will most
m:bl;p, if you have time, remember tﬂ:lmm:na-

Procior bit his ‘I::F- He conld not misunderstaml 1ha
simister meaning of her reply, but he said nohing g
and Colonel Walion, whe had atriven so check ihe
:}m_!mﬁun al m:ﬂ:lm' when he bocame conscious

1 BEDOE, oW I}' znwtd his gwest On atlier
and more legitimate topics. He had been abstracted
during muech of the time occapied by his dasghter and
LI'MHH in ﬂwil'ur!ulh:r I:rbq'un dill-ug'un-: bui oven

meire Epiril ioms of it nothing was said

llﬂmiﬂ#l:?:hﬂl wﬂnt a familiar ltEiﬂ'ﬂ:ﬁl. in IE!:
mowths of those Carslinian laudes, who were prood to
shiare with their coumtrymen in the -uﬂ'rlnbrinpn :l[.ijhul.
of rebel, conferved on them in po stinted terms by tsie
invaglers.  Meanwhile Major Singleton, in his cover,
o whoss ears portions of the dialopue bad come, wes
no litthe: gladdened by what e had hoard, and could pot
fachesr mutering to himaelf—* Now, bless the gir !
she s a jewel of a thomsand.” Bl the dark was now
rapidly setiling down mﬂln spot, and tho dows, be-
gaming o fall, warned Kate of her duty to her invalsd
COusIe, “"ill:ldrl.win! her arm from her father, she
E choid Emily, and remimded lser of the proprioty
of returning 8o the dwelling. Her feoblo lips parted
in u murmuresd reply, all gentleness and dependence—

u Yos, Kate, yiu are ight. 1 bave been wishing i,
for | s rather tired.  Dho fix this handkercliisl, consin,
higher amd close 1o my neck—there, et will da,™

e aiill retnined INckson's arm, while she
ang of her kawds through that of leor consin.  In this
manner, followed by Colonels Walion and  Procior st
m little distance, the parly moved away and retarived fo
;hpdﬂﬂiu.;. Glad of his release from the close fmes
prisoament of his bush, the major now eame lforwand
with Humphries, whao, after a brief interval, stole along
'hrl]::uimurkucﬂ.'il the cloas shadow ol the trees,
and with cautious movement reached a position which
aublliv IH?IIn sed when the British officers wok their
Bl b=



144 THE FARTIBEAN.

departure.  His delay 1o retum, though sot
tracted, for the goests only waitcd 1o see m
saloly seated 10 mako :gu_:uir nifiens, !nlt. however,
an age 1o his companion.  Singleton was lmpatlend o
- himnsell mF;"i” fnir l:l:li.l!inl']l:i. whose dialogue with
tor had given him all the gratifiestion which a
bover must always feel, whe hears feom the lips of ber
he loves, mot cnly those semtiments which his own
E e, bt thes general lan of regand lor
h.imulz even 8o slight and passing as that which had
fallen from his cousin m relerence 1o lum. Sha had
en in & vono apd mannper which was comman, in-
eidl, b the beiger informed, the more elevated and
refined of the Camolina ladies as that period ; when,
s full of rindio |].l.|.'iu1[ s IkE sl Il1rz.r wannaed and
stimulated their sdventuross cowrnge, snd undertook
misabons af peril aml privation, which are now on re-
cord in bonourable evidence of their fearlessnoss, sen-
silsilivy, and love of comntey, 1t was mot long afier this,
when his trusty lietenant retummod 16 him, giving him
the pleasing intelligence of the depanure of Procior
and his eompanion. Waiting lor no messenger, Sin-
F!-umn at once hurried 10 the dwelling of his uncle, and
eaving Humphries in the hall, in the passage-way
Ieading 1o tho upper aparcmonts the Grst person he met
was Kane,
* Why Robert, cossin Robori, ia it vou 1™
The heart of the b bad been so much wanmed
townrels I'IM_I:I}' what haid heard in the previous dia-
bogue, that his maner asd langange had in them much
more of passiomate warmth than wis allagether custom-
ary even with him.
u [aar, dear Kate, haw I rejmce 0 See rou,"
* Bless me, cousin, how afectionate you have be-
:I:‘ru .J'Irh“ once ! There's ||uﬁ|T1llm yirge=there—have
i WILR YOUT Sgisaiang. ald my hand quiely, as
i you hﬂd}lm il'ill!l]'ll-l:l-t:l.nj'-uﬂ' mnﬁumnd]rwjll
conduct you 1o your sister.”
s And Emily 1"
He urged the question in an ander-tone, and the ayes
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T

4 la migher heaven evory day—but come"™

LT :hg'.wilhe-l 1 n?r;au apariment, he tald her
of his previous coacexlment, and the partal use he
had made of his cars while her chat with Proetor had
been Foing an.

# And you heand—whay ™

“ Not much, Kate ; anly that you have not desarted
your coantry Vo, when so many are iraitors to her™

The light was not sufficient 1o csable him 1o see i,
bt there was a rich Aush upon the cheek of his com-
paniom as he repeated some ioma of the conversa-
tion he had keand, which wnﬂluu mada him botter
satisfied that her capriciousness was not so very per-
munent in it neiure.  Inoa few moments they were in
the apartment where, extended wpon & sofs, lay the
=light mdﬂu.do-?r person ol Emily Singlewon. Her
brother was beside her i an instant, and she was

E il m—.:lh d i i all™™ h
« Emi oar, dear sistor—my only—my all ™ he
exolai ,Hl‘l.uj.ln!:hd IIiE!i:PI Ilnrnﬁl}"npu.hu.r
chosk.

# Dear Robert, you aro come ! Tam glad, bot release
me mow=—thers”

She breathed mare freely,relenased from his embrace,
and he thea gazed upon her with & painful sort of
pleasure, her Iook was 20 clear, so dazzling, so spiriz-
wal, so ennaturally life-like.

“Jik by me," she snid.  He drew a low beneh, and
while he ook his seat opan i, Katharine left the
rooen.  Emily pat her hamd inso that of her brother,
il Imli,n! ik his face withowt s lh:ing for several
m:naies. His voice, oo, was hesky when be spoke;
so that, when his cousin bad rotumned o the aparment,
though all feelings between them had boon perfecily
andersiond, hﬂTﬂ' words had heen sand.

4 Bin elesdr, brothor—eis,™ she sapd 1w him, fomdly,
and metoned him to draw die bench beside her.
He did ss, and in her fechle iones many wers the
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questions which the dying girl addressed 10 her com-
panion.  All the domestee associntions of her hame
oa the Bantee—ile home of her childhood amd s
p]lmru.. when she hal hopes and deeams of the fu-
ture, and discase had not yet shown wpon her sys-
tom, To thess questions his answers wers  made
with difficully ; many things had occurred, sinoe hor
b re; which would have becn oo i.rj':n.; Tor her
tr hear.  She found his replies uasatisfactary, thoee-
fore, and she pressed them almost reproschiully —

= And bave told me nothing of old soesmer,®
Roborv: 58 she pot well? does she not miss me
did she not wish 1o come!  And Frill, the pointer—
the poor dog—I wonder who feods him pow. 1 wish
vou eoulid have brought mommer with you, Roben—I
ahoald Like to bave ber attend on me, she knows my
ways amd wishes 30 much beiter tham y elwe,
I should not want her " And sl eon-
eluded her desire with a rolerence o her i
fate, the sigh which fwllowed was inandible to her
brather.

“ But you are well attended here, Emily, my dear.
Causin Kale="

“ ls & wistor, amd all that 1 coubd desina, and [ am as
well attenided as [ could be anywhere ; but 18 i thes that
we repine. | only wished for mommer, as we wish
for an old-time proapect which lsas grown &0 familiar
i our eyes that it seems 1o forma part of the sight :
8o, indeed, though every thing is beautiful and delight-

] between Whem and mmmiera 1heie exXiabs &
of which does mot fall shor i i chomscter und sifiecin
off Ahe il ermidlenn | ol peersgs pn wiaally

nh.l:lmq&“ ard 7 i ne? ngosoal B hear
ihi wrod i 16 refrrenes 1o 1he aRcess Taie, by Choss
wlin have e e The T T
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ful about *The Oaks’ | sl long 10 ramble over our
ol walks nmong the * Hills." ™

Thi brow of Singleton blackened as she thus pass-
inly alloded o tse beawiful s of his fabers, bt
he szid nothing, and she proceeded in her tnquiries—

i And ihe garden, Hoberi—my garden, vou kmow.
D, when you go back, see that Lidke Keops the hox
trimmed, and the hedge ; the morming [ left it it looked
very loxuriant. | was o0 horried to give him orders,
bt do you sitend 10 it when you returs. e s quite
too aps to leave it 1o jtsell™

was much in these simple matters to distress

hir Brothor, of which she wes fortunastely ignorant.
Herw eould be ssy ta the dying giel, that her mommer,
saverely beabon by the tories, had fled mto the swam
for sheltor t—that her favourite dog, Frill, had beon
shai down, as he rmn, by the seme brotal wretches '—
that the mamsion-lsouze ol her parents, her favourile
pnh:n. had been devastated by fire, applied I:r il
same cruel hands '—that Luke the g , and all
the slaves who remained ussiolen, had fled for safety
imto the thick recesses of the Bantee '—how could he
el hee this ! "The main which had harrowed his own soul
almost lo madness, woald have been insant death o
her; and though the tears were with difficubty kopt
bpek from his eyes, he iedd ealmly, and with suf-
ficieml evasion saccessfully 10 deceive the sulferer
Al this moment Kaharise re-entered the apariment,
and relieved him by her presemce.  He mae from the
bench, amd prepared 1o snend upon his ancle, who as

t remained in his chamber snapprized of his armval.
{;I‘.' bemt down, and his lips pressed osce more upon
the brow of his sister. She put her hand into E?l.
Mﬁmtﬂul:lﬁﬂ for aeveral ;:E:mi without

g L — 5 St B , B

“.annnmh; of heaven, yet so hopeless of earth=—he
could banr the gazo no longer ; ihe emotion rose shiv-
Friﬂgl].r i his mlﬂ—ll:lu j|::|:.'|'1: mﬂlm hng::'b‘!‘apl
rom gushing forth, harrs T ]
conceal them.
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% Oh, why—why,” he said, in & barst of i
Emalion, Hh{u rrivd  balow—= HHHBEF:': Eﬂ:
m al :::'I'::ﬁ, wherefors s this doom 1 h}'
Id ghse the beautiful so early :|1trul1.--

showld tey pl-ari:lh ai all? Sad, sad, that the mm
g0 made 1o love and be beloved, should have lived in
afliction, and died without having the feclings once ex-
ercised, which in 1 have been so sweot and innocent,
Even death is beautiful amd soft, seen in her u{u, and
Eﬂll.l.uu'i.ng in wirds that come from her Iipl- ke the

pping of so much music from heaven.  Poor Emaly ™

CHAPTER XIL

* Tl time i comta; thy chasces of seaps
'] nazresw, kel Ul best, 1o save (hyeehl,
Ilur.:nn-rﬁﬂn. Tuke owib wilk us and Live™

Coroser Wartox, npon the departure of his goests,
retired lo am inoer Apariment. ia spirits, depressad
amotigh belore, wore now I!I:II'I.Iit[lﬂT.h]r mare so. Mine
Flml ealings wero al sirife in his bosom—doudbis and

ears, hopes and misgivings—a sepse of degradation
—n more unpleasant consciousness of shame, The
diiliculties of his simantion grow aml gathersd hefore
his eyes the more he surveyed them ; they called for
defiberate thought, yet they also demanded early and
seasonable determination. The tims allowed him for
decision by the mlingl powers was brief, and the mat-
er 1o b decuded nvolved, in adiition ta the purlunil
risks of life ned liberty, the probable forfeiture of an
immonss ostaie, snd the !J-egg:r":'{:in conasguence, of
an enly and beloved danghter. save theae, in part,
from what he comceived otherwise to be mevitables
rain, he had originally laid aside his arms. He was
M “'l.lfl.l-. in the sarongest lighta, the error of which
ke had guilty in yielding so readily 10 circum-
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manses—placing himself 80 completely, not enly in
the power af his CILCIEY, but i tho W § in Imvinx
that fine sonss of national honoar, without

which the citizen merits mot the name, and has no
real elaim upos tho ction of his country, This
sacrifiee b had withoul realizing, in its place,
that very secarity of person and propenty, its pledged
equivalent, which bad been the price of its surromder.
Bitterly, in that moment of self-examination, did he re-
proach hmself with the n.u.m.u:l_qr error..  “Truly did
b foel, by his present sitgation, that be who submiis
b0 iyranny anms it ; and by not opposing it, weakons
thas power,—better principled, or with bester courage
than himaell—which baules wish it 1o the last

The exigency grew more &nd more invelved the
more he thooght uponuit.  He could see bt ene alter-
native lefi bim, t which he had already hinted 1o
Coloael Procior, of :.ju'u liftimg his sword ; and, il con-
t:i!ecl to use if, of dousg e for the only cause which

could comsider legiimate—that of his couniry. Yet,
how less, how rash and ill-advieed, ai that moment,
LT ithe mohuuﬁlun of such an alemative | The
peaple of the colopy had all submitted ; so i seemed,
at leasd, in the absence of all epposition 1o the slvan-
cimg armuies af the British,  “They scoured the co
on every abde. They planted posts, thi better o oner-
awe the disaffected and coafirm their conquests, in
evary r.'uu.lpir.'uwl or popilons region ; asd though
tyranmizing everywhere with reckless rule and n rod
of iron, the peaple seemed 10 prefer a lot so burden-
soma and wretched, rather than exchange it for a strife
having not eme solitary hepe 1o pecommaond i Buch
was the condition of things in Carolina at the tine of
which we write, just after the paniing proclamation of
Sir Henry Clintan, when, wpon transtgrring the south-
:E“ camimand 1o II:LM Comwallis, I:Ltdupmd this tnu-l;

strengihening his successor by employment
the mative militin.  Colosel Waklien was not n coward,
bt he deliborated carofully wpon all advestare invely-
ing peril in s progress.  The circumstamces in which
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the eolony stood at that period were 100 obvious pot (o
be considersil ; snd desperate and degrading &5 were
the requirements of the proclamation, he saw no
of eseaps from thom.  What if be drew the aword 1
would he not draw it aloae ! Where alould lse find
suppori ! l'o what spat shoald he tarm=—where strike
—where make hewd against the enemy t—where, ex-
copd i the remeater colonies, whers & ul stragels
was still maintainod-—idoubifol in its resalis, and only
expoaing its defenders there 1o the snme fate he was
Buw aboal 16 epcounter in his native soil ! The pros-
pect grew brighter a shont time afier; when Sumter
CAIMAT ]L[unr.ing down from North Carcline with the
fierce rapidity of flamo ; when Marion emerged from
hia swamps on the Pecdes @nd Black River, with the
subile certninty which belongs to skill and camtion
mingled with determimad amd Fearless valour; and
when, like our here Major Bangleton, a huiidred brave
i'wng partizan lesders, siarting sudidenly up, with their
itte squads, en every side throughout the coaniny,
pared 1o take termble vengeance for the thousand
wantenly inficted seiferings which their friends and
families had besn made to besr st the hands of their
ENeTniEE,

Leaving hiz companion, Hamphres, comforiably
cared for 1 the hall; nlong with Migs Harbara Wakion,
e maiden sister of the colensl, Majpor Singleten pro-
ceeded al once 1o the apariment where his wncle con-
tineed 1o chale in his many hewilderments of situstion.
Hi Found him pacing lusrielly slong the room, his
strides Iﬂuh' 'IHt'.r!a:m;g in len with the increasin
confusion of his thoughts. “These sceasionally I«mﬁ
their way 1o his IEE; in z=oliboguizing imusings, and aow
and then isok on them a shape of passionate denimed-
atign. oo moch abssorbed for the tose 10 notice the
approach of his nephow, ho continsed 1 moiger over
! s discomtents, and in this way conveyed 1o the mnjor
i knowledge i luis precise feelings,  Familiar as he
wis with his wncle’s charactor, Major Singleton had
properly estimated the offect upon him of Clinioa's
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lamation, and he now came forward scasonably s

as assislance. The eolosol turned as he deew nigh,

and for u moment the pleasumble emotion with which

b met the child of lis sister, and ooe who bad loag

been a very grest favourie with khimssll, drove sway

many of the troublesome thoughts whech bad been
bawy wiih his mind.

© by, Roben !'—my dear boy | when did you arrive,
amd how T

i horseback, sie. I reached Dorchestor yesier-
day.”

* Indeed ! sa long—and anly now a visiter of * The
Oaks I'  You surely mean to lodge with us, Hobern ™

#Thank yom, umele; but that [ dare not do. [
shouald not feol mysell aliogether safe here.”

W Nl axle @ my house ! What mean Fﬂmmphw T
Whenee the dangor—whai have you io fear 1"

# Mathing 1o fear, if [ avoad the danger.  You forget,
sir, that | have not the unurii:," ol Heitish Favour—]
lave not the tslisman of Clintos's protection—and il
suspocted 1o be Major Singleson, | slould risk the rope
as u rebel.”

& True, trus—but how lefl you things al Samteal
What are the prospects of a crop ™

“Huch s the storm leaves =, good uncle, “The
taries have been sowing fire in my Gelds, and lef i w
ripen in ligu of com II::I provender,”

= ol bless meo, my som !—how was that 17

[ hey suspected me, hearing that [ was from home
—mnde (ree with T:l}"plll:a.l:l.u':nl the mansion, bam,
and & few other of the buildings, drove the wegroes
imio the swamp. and sent their horses Grat, and then
ihe fire, Mo the cornficlds. They have done some
basiness there afier their uspal fashon.”

The colonel strede aver the flsor, his haeds wpon his
brows, speechless for a time, but locking his desp
imeroat in the narmitve ke haal hurd.gmblhly with
more earnesiness, 28 he darkly saw the desting of his
own fine dwelling and plantation in it His nephew
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survoyed him with exemplory composure before he
cantinwed the dialogue,

# Yes; it was fortanate that peor Emily came away
in season, A week later, and Heaven oaly knows
wliat might have been her suflerings at the bands of
the wretches.”

s Amd whore is this to end, Roben?  'What ia to be
done?  Are wo 10 have no reliel frons Congress f—
will Washmgion do ml.l1'tn! for us 1"

“ (Can vou do mothing for Washington 1 Methinks,
uncle, Hercules might give you some advice quite as
:ﬁd.:ing:.l that he gave & ko WOZOBEF, There is no
lwlping oae's peighbour to freedom.  Men must make
themselves free—ihey must have the will for . The
laws aml ibe strong arm, unless they grow out of their
own will, never yeff gave, smd never will give, any
people their liberty.  Have you not thonght of this,
sir, bofore T

& Why, what woulil you kave us do '—what can wa
do, hemmed in as we are, wanting arms and ammuni-
tiom, and with & superior fores watching us 7™

& Do t—ay, you may well ask whst ean you do
Whad hias 'lu_l,'l:lnd}' uui':."d.dun-u, that et Forik I::' uh:ius
sach a gquostion | But come, we will o sapper finst;
there stands our summoner. Wo will wry auni Bar.
hara’s coffer, of which 1 have am ald n'huruur_r,.l.ud.
alter that we will talk of what we can do in this mai-
fer. Coffee is a good stimubant, that wondlerlully helps
one’s courage.”

Follwwing the black, who bl thrice summaned
thom withowt recebving any aclention, thoy descended
o ithe l.uF]'l-Hdn.!:l-u. lprr.'ld oul after the southemn
lashion, with the hundred daimies of the rr.gi-l.ru,—ripu
willes am johnay-cake, hominy, and thoeso delicacies
of the paniry in the shape of sweetmeats amd pre-
BETVES, whi.r.rﬁ :F.'n.'-: al a wholesome household scons
omy, the fshion of which is not vet goae from the
samet neighbourhood.  “There, presiding 1 all the di
nity of starched coff, ruff, and wimple, sat stifly
amtique person of Miss Barbarn Walton, the maiden
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sister of the colonel ; there, also, in bis bomespun coat
turned up 5t the sleevos, and with hands that were ot
iidle, cur ald vainlance, Humphres, listening pa-
tiently, all the while, to o bitter complaint of Miss
B‘qunn. about the diminished and duly diminishing
mienbeer of her brother's best cows, the loss of which
eould only be ascribed o the tories,  Beside him sat
the (eir Kate Walton, amused with the eforia which
Humphiries made, while equally dosirous 1o dothe sup-
Juatice, and 1o appear attentive 19 the ancieat lady.
there, reclming on 2 sofa 8t some lnle distance
from the table, lay the atienuated figare of Emily Sin.
as & white rose, amd, as if her tho
wm&nchlm kimlred with hoaven, almost s silent
igletan kad o soat assigmed him front-
mi' I:II CUMELD | I.ns the Litle chit-chat which fllowed
his aml bis onele’s entrance was duly sespended with
th af tho repast. To travellers who had
toiled o much durng the day as Singleton and his
lieutenant, the wp&u wis an item of importnnce, nd
n pired not say ibat it received full justice at their
It was ouly when roused inte consciousness
';};Ihu vory abeence of all speoch around them, that
soldiors looked up, in a briel pause in thaly

ss; and foumd that they ouly had been busy. is

et offered no stop, howéver, to their continsed indus-
try—to that of Hemphries, & least.

4 Them are maghty nice walfles, now, l:njnt; ll:l:}":l
plesss you, [ pechon.”

Cuffoe, ono of the black waiters, with the proper
inatinct of a good house-servant, at once placed the
dish before the ker himsoli, and his plade peceived
8 pow supply.  Hingleton kept him ¢ gy, anid the
hoat with his colfes, in ender 10 do the sama,
Tea was anti-réepublican then, and uld;r the tories
drank it. Finding that a cessation h rezlly twken
place, Mizs Barbara commenesd her intorrogsiones,
which, with sundry others pat by his cousin Kate,
Major Bingloton soon answered. “These matters, how-
EVET, © concorttd old frends amd acqusintances,
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liale domestic apecdotes, and such other subjects as
thie ladizs nsually delight 1o engage in,  More soricus
thoughts wers in Colone]l Wales's nuind, asd his gues-
tions had reference to the public and o the country—
tha war and iis speris.

W And mow, !ri:htﬂ-. YOUF NOWS, YOUT Dows. Yoo
book as if you kad mwch more in vour bisdget of far
moTe inueriance. Pray, om with it, amil _refresh os
W are only hall alive here, good nephew,™

“ Do yeu live at all here, uncle, amd bhow ¥ How
much breath s permitted wou by your masiers for your
daily allowarce ! apd, by-the-way, the pext question
nitirally is—bow po on the conbscations | Yoo still
keep *The Quks,” | see; but how lnn.g—.hl:lw !qug'!"'

‘IPIH nophew had touched the ey io 8 harsh sote
and bitter, indeed, wus the tone and manner of Colone]
Walion, as he replied—

w Ax, how leng—bow long, isdesd, am [ to keep in
the bome of my fathers==the old barony, one of the
vory first in tho colony ! God only knows how soon
the cosirt of sequestratson will fisl it beiter suited oa

er rule ; amd 1 must propare :'rl_‘r.l.-qu.. | SUppose,
for same auch change, 1 canpol hope 1o escape very
long, when o many suffer confiscation arousd me.”

“Fear not for ' The Ouks," wele, so hngm
keep coal, subunit, swear freely, aml subscribe il
Bend now and then o trim present of venisan amd twr
key 1o the eapnin’s gquarors, and eccasionally volun-
tenr to bnbg & poor coumlryimnan, who loves war s
the kuife better than degradation go the chain,.  “There
can be mo difﬁ:cu'lt}' m kutfuin@' *The Oaks. unele, il
you oaly cominge 1o keep your tempr.”

"'NI_"'. Hobert, sarcasm 18 UBNEOESBATY BOW, sl
with ‘me : | need no reproaches af yours o make me
Feal in this matser.”

& What, uncle, are you in that vein? Have your
eyes been openedd to the light at last 17

“ Bomsgwhat, Hobert—but & troce 1o this for the
ﬁ:mr.. Lot us have your imslligence from Santee.

y talk bere of some risings in that quaster, bat we
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hava na p:.run-l"-., and know nothing of the success
of either party,  There is also some oty of approsch-
ing contuseritils, - Has Congress really given us an
army | omnd who is to command 17 Bpeak; boy; out
wilth your budger”

= Thank you, good mine umcle; but how know 1
thnt | undold my bodgot wea friond, and not w s en-
emy I What security do you give me that [ ealk ne
with a devout and loyal subject of his majesty—so
vory much & lover of the divine right of kings, that be
woaild (reely lend a bamd 10 run up his own sophew
i & swinging bough, the betler o u-ump:t Lhe &aine
Mith im others T

“ PMehaw ! Hobers, voo speak idly @ vou mean nai to
= me tory 17 The brow of Cobonel Walion
darkened awfully a8 ho spoke,

# [ hawa ligele Gt in neutrals,” was the calm reply §
“ | hald 1o the goodly whig proverd, * He wie is net
for me, is agninst me  Panlon me, thorelore, usels,
if 1 prefer—1 who am a whig—to speak 1o you, who
are neither whig mor Englishman, elier such a fashion
a8 shall nos your U keeper of URDECEIAARY so-
crets, and expose & good casse to overthrow, and s
Frisnds o injury.”

The taunt thus uttered with o most proveking and
bitimg dbrymess of phrase, oporated siratigly upon the
il of the coborel, already acted upangin oo small
degree, by his own provious rebokiegs of comscience to
tho same efleet.  Hoexclaimol, bittorly, as, rsing rom
:-I'lu lh'ppur\-lnb]m. e strode Wy umdler the mmenkary
mplie—

“ Ay, by heaven ! bt your words are trus.  Who
ahi esteem the neutrl, when his country 1a in dan-

er, aml when her & wee writhing ouder oppres-
:i-un! Troe, thoaigh Iﬂ'lrr-—mmhiuit. &k il ES Lrus.
Robért Singleton, thon hasi given me a keen atroke,
bay, but | have deserved it.  Thou hast spoken nothing
but ihe traih.”

o Mow, indoeed, uu-nh,lnjnicnlq son yoa and in
ﬂﬁ#hﬂ You bave felt ithe stroke a1 lnst, but it

UL .
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hh:ll-m:;;gwtﬂﬂhu hsa dome i1, unclo of mime. It
i the proclamation of Sir Henry Clinton,®

The :punll:l fixed his eye keenly, ns he lp.:lu, upan
the face of Coleac] Walton, while his glance indicated
& #orl of Erimplant joy, Anely comtrasted with e dis-
guictude aml vexing imdignation strongly legible wpon
ihe fueo of his uncke.

“You are right there, oo, Roberl, 1 confess moty
i have Ih-uu'qfll B0 l-:ri-ul.u]].' Lo this matter—nol,
certninly, so much 1o the point—as after hearing the
comtons of that dishenourable instrument of Sir Henry
Clinton—{iod curse him for it !™

“God Bless him for iy 1 say, il for nothing else that
he has done,” Jmmzl.li.:.ir]r rejoined the nephew. * My
prayers have boen heard in ihat ; and this proclumation
af the tyrant is the very best thing that he could have
dome for our cause and couptry, umd the very thing that
I have most praved for.™

“lmdeed ! Major Bingleton, you surprise me.  What
should there be so very grateful to you—so worthy of
your pravors and schnowledgment—in tas procaeding
of Sir Heary Clinton 1™ inquired the other, with somi-
ihing more of suilsess aml hagieur in his manser.

“ Much, Cobonel Walion, very much. As a true
podriot, sl a lover of his country st every hazard, 1
prayed that the time might seon come, when the
oppressar should put his foot—ay, and the foot of his
mirivials, boo—ain the necks of thess selfisl or spiritless,
thoae 1so Linde wise, or 400 lide honourable, who hava
been sa vary mn.df b hug his knee, aml :.'in[d i b @
base love for security their manly character amd honest
independence.  Venly, they meet with their reward.
Lat them feel the seousge and the chain, ustil, beaten
aml degraded, the stern pecesaity leall stimslate tem
tir the duties they have so neglocted, 1 rejoice in their
desperation=—1 rejoice when | hear them groan beneath
the npg:uinn.—ml caly beesuse thoy mornt such re-
ward Becauss it makes them sironger in oar eause”

# How know {nu thiat T quaickly the ather.

* How know I that?  Let me answer that question
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by another more direct. Wil Calonel Walion be able
"LH'E" to keop the quict security of his plantation,
to hug bis grounds, save his ceops, amd keep his pe-
groes from the West Indies, without military serdios—
active military servics, and against his countrymen
tos—against his avowed principles ™

The colonel strode the room impatiently. The
ather eontinged—

# Mo, na, good uncle, you have na hel Earl
Comarallis cﬂmp:h you to your l]uﬂ].'. '1![:1.: st
bsckle an the swopd—ypos must sake wp arma for, of
against, ﬂwlﬂ. and tn either case at the expense
oﬂ-‘ltthll eomipnable quict for which vouo have alread
msale quite Loo many sacrifices. | keow you oo well
1o suppase that you can fight agnine our people—your
people; and T am plad therefore that you are foreed
into the field. How many thouwssnds are in your con-
dition ! how many that book up to vou, influenced by
your example! Wil theae not be be moved in like
TRARTNETR by like necessities I You will see—wa
shall have an army of mative citizens before many

“ Perhapa sa, Robert, amd [ am not 100 timid o
wish that such may be its effect. Dot 38 it pot 2 dis-
hopourable deception that ke has practised in this
movement | Dhid not the protections promise us ime
munity in this p.rtin:l.l.h.r!“

i Wo, sir—I think not. [ see nothing that Clinbon
has deme in thiz sa vy grievoms.  Your 'pml:enli.-un
secured you, &8 3 ciiizen, o conform te the deies of the
eitizem, anil 10 protect vou as such.  One of the duties
of the citizen is the performance of miliie service.”

# [rranded, Hobert b commuiahle h}f fine. [ am
mot unwilling &0 pay this fne ; but Clinton’s procla-
mation neists enly on the doy.”

“And 1 am glad of 0. Unele, mele, do you not
see the dishopoursbdo charscrer of swch an argument |
Your conscience forbids that you should serve against
¥oar couniry, but you avoid this actual servics in your
own person, by paying the money which bays & mes-

L]
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cennry 10 do the sams duty,  You will wot do murder
with your own hand, but you pay another to perform
the crime.  Bhame! shame, [ say 17

“Nol s, Robert s we know nol, and T heliowe nat,
that the moaey is =0 apprapriated. 1 becomes the
l|'u;|il. of ihe ll'ltllt"rlrﬂ.ﬂ li.n.lpl:' hulpl them 1o fap-
une,'"

# (Iranted, and ihe stemer argument against you g
yei o come.  You are wealthy, and aval yoursell af
vour good fortune e ey yoursell ow of a danger to
which the Po0r man st submit. By what right
waoilid you escapn from anil evaile your duties, when
B.nlq."ﬂ:ltrn, Ennu.‘ thie Baime, muail mighmil b thetr per=
formance? His conscience, like your own, teachos
him hat 1o fight for his conntry and ngainst her inva.
ilers 15 his first duly.  You evade your daty by the
help of vour botier fortume, and leave him, as in the
present instance, enber o persh bopelessly in unequal
contest—unequal through vour defection—or to tnke up
arma in & baulbs to which his prineiples are foreign.
Such is the effect of this most anpatrnotic Teservation,
which, on the score of your mopey, you have presumed
i make, You sacrifice your country doubly, when
;,'nu. coptribute foviclate the conscicmce of its citizens,
The duaties of the rich man—ihe lesding, inflosntial msan
=—=itre those chiefly of example, What is our safoty, and
whine wonld bao I.{m gnfoty ol wny nution-—its (reddom
or ilx glwy—if, when danger camn, it rich citbzens
miale terins with the invader which sacrificed the poor
Huech is your ease—such your procceding exsctly.
There = now, thank Heavom, bt one aliernative that
Chimton’s proclamation bas left you”

st is the awopl— 1 know i, | feel it, Robere,®

“Touch it not, touch it not, unele, 1 pray you, if
you can help it,” eried the feeble girl whe la £
on the sofn.  Her eyos were illuminated with a holy
fire; lsor clooeka, pale, almost traasparost, shone, white
and glitering, with a spiritual glory, from the pillow on
which her head was resting; while one of her long,
taper fingers wae sirelched forwand with an adjuring
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warnestness.  She bad been a silent listener with the
reat o the warns and deeply importam dialogus which
bad been going on.  ‘The sovelty of the difficulty, for
they had not heard of the proclamatian before, had kopt
tham damb unial that moment, when Colonel Walion,
as o having come 1o a seizled conclimbon; haid referred
i the sword as a last ablernative. The gentle spiriz
of Emily Singleton, }u:'mh, semsitive, though lrail and
flecting, then poured ferth ita foeble notes, in order to
arres the deciszoa,

 (¥h, towch not the sword, uncle, T pray —tha
keen swond, that culs away the happy i, and munlers
the blessed, and'the blessing, peace—the peace ol the
innocent, the E;ﬂu‘ of the youmg pod gond.  Oh,
Robert, wherelope have you come with these fierce
words T Is thereto be no end 1o strife—the Bloody and
the hrwal strfe--the slaying of men—the trampling
ol Ged's ereatures in the duss I

“ Why, sister-—iear Emily-—bat how can we he
it? We must .I'}ghl our encimics, or they will tram
on us the mors.

[ oo not that: bettor lot abem rob and plunder ;
bt tzhe net life, risk not lifee  Lifo i holy. Nose
should take life but hiin who gives B, slisce to take
life takes away frons man, not only the povilege to
breatho, but the privilege to repent of sina, to repaie
injustice, W make himsell 6t for immoraliy. 1ed
you lll":m'l.l.rrn:m}'. v send him it mere ]."I'mm onn
W seodl him imio another—and which? Oh,
brother, dear brother, wherelore would you engage in
ihis horrad war T What blessing so great will ot bring
mﬂlumfmm yoa lh-q1hning!1.l ihe I:'ubr:l'::r:," Yo
must go through to secere i1 Oh, om ot away,
Robert, bat hear ma ! | would not vex mor would
I now speak of things bayond nay poor abdlity ; bt can
you mot avoid this Gghting, this hewing down of man,
this defacing of God's imere, this deiiling and death
of the gu-::ﬁim work of Heaven? 1 keow, Hoben,

have a huhmauulhﬂmmh an employ-
2
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meni—aay 1o me, and [ will believs you—can you
nod avoad i

Bhe sank back neadly exhaustod.  Hor broath flick-
ared, and the which now overspread lwr check,
was, possabdi, mare threnfening in s sapect than
the death-like paleness which habitually rested there
Her prosuation ealled for the quick siteation of hes
cousin, and as Kathanne Waltlon bent over her, and
hser brother knels beside her, 8 momentary fear come
upon them Both, that she effart she | made Il
destroyed ber.  Butasdeep sigh indicated the retarnin
conscipueness, aml 1 1-1rn415n.q1irihm-'l light ascen
omce mote it anl rekimlled hor oyes,  She saw wha
Wwore :l:m:dl::lei_f he=sade hur; and thers was somes
thing of n smile ol joy, as she behield the lﬂ,mdmlf
nssociated, whom, of all thoe waeld, she desired 10 ses
even mire immediately linkad wogother, Katharioe
umdersion] the s_lnm::r. amil rising from her h.lu-nl.iug
pesitian, oxtriestel hor hand, which bay pertly ander
that af Robert, on the back of the sofa.  ‘T'le morve-
miend pecnlled the ihoaphis of En.lil_lr from the new di-
rection which they bad 1aken, nml sho now recwroed
1o the umiEnished fopic,

= 1 will rrust your assurance, brother, a3 1 know your
gentleness of !'F-uling. My wou not escape this bloody
uruplu:.'mum'!' OF Yy T I.l1|:lug'lu. [ails 1o perceive
the good or the glory which can come of the ﬂE:IH-Iﬂ
of hismanny.”

Ik would be shame, Emily, deep shame and dis-
haonour, to mvosl ity snd, indeed, it may net be avaided,
The persocutor parswes when you Ay, amd he imples
Vel sre f:n::'l_'r when yua ressst mok It &=z in tha
nature of mjustice and wrong, o prow inselent with
impunity s and the dishonour must rest on him, whe,
boing hunaelf strong, fooks unmoved on the seferings
of the weak, and withholids his suecoar.  Belisve m,
dear Emily, T love not this sirife ; but defence of ose
comntry is war under God's own sanction, since i
sooks b mainiain free from blood amd from injustice
the home which he has given to the peaceful.”
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# T is painfial, very painful, o think 86 yel so0 it
st be, 1 i hart:nil::ﬂ.. ﬂudprm]'rr].‘bn in:vuw
cawse, Robert, nol his evoe e upan you !

He could enly roply Ey earnesly prossing his lips
upon her cold forebead, as with painful eyes e watehed
her to ber chamber, supported by the anms
of lis lovely cousin.

CHAPTER XilI.

";[ may Bol lisien wew.  Hew shinkl we kear
The song of bisds, when, w e sioimy sy,
Rt ther vt thimmeber 1 e

Tux badies had retired, bat 0 was not easy far
Singleaon and his wncle o resmme the topic which
hud previously engaged them. 'There was a visible
damp upan their spints—the elastic nephow, the hesi-
tating colonel, the rough, hosest, and direct Humpliries,
all felt the passienate force of Emily’s exhortation,
though ils argument necossarily f@iled wpon them.
There lad been qaite wa much that was awig in her
speech uml manner—as i death were speaking through
the lips of life. Their thoaghts bad been elovaied
lser language 1o & theme infnitely boyosd the hoarfy
and the earthly. The high-souled emphasis witly
which she had maisted upon the integrity of human
bifie, an essennial 1o the due preparation foe the future
immeartality, bal touched she senslaliy of those
whose yoculion was al hmtiiidy wilh t doctring
which aho tiught; aml theugh, frons the very patare
of things, they coald not obey her exhoratins, they

e could not fail 46 meditste wpon, and 1o feel thom,

jas impressed, sabent aml omobserving, it was @ reliel
b all, w Htijnr Hingleton reminded Humphries of
the promise swhich he had sianed 10 make him,

ing the oll Medeim in his ancle™s garred, He
briefly told the latter of the circumstance alluded to,
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amd the promp orders of Colonel Walion seon

the excellence of his wines 1o the impanial test to
which Humphries Empu«'d ta subiject them. ‘The
lisimtenant smacked his lips satisfactorily. It was nod
often thai his forfume had iodalged bim with such &
Bovernge. Corn whiskey, at best, had been his liquar
i the swamps ; and, even i hiz father's tavern, the
tastes were nod sudlobently high, of those who patron-
e thot establishment, to cull for other than the
clieapest qualities. A briel dinlogue nbowt the favourite
wies—i sly refercmce on the part of Singlelon, to the
drinking capacities of his British guests, and a hypo-
critical sort of condolenes wpon the prividéoms 1o
which his mncle must be sabjected, in eoessjuence of
ihe Fm:'lu.m:.tburl.. soon brought the latter back i tha
legitimnte fopiee, ©

= But what news, Roberi, do vou bring us ! Wheat
af the cominentals=iz it trus that we are 10 have an
army from Vieginia, or i it mere remour F—a thing to
give us hope, oaly the more completely 1o dopress and
mortify | Speak out, man, and wone of your inuendoes
vyl know, well anough, that | am with yoa, body
and soul.”

“ 1 beliove vou will be, uncle, but you cerainly are
pol yet. With the hape, lowever, 1o make yon so
EnEs -cnluyhl.-ul_l,', 1 willl give Yol mows thai skall choar
yau up, i you bave 1’1&1‘:“5 ta hope far a favoarable
change of things, It is 0o mere remour, sir, touching
tho morilern army. Congress has remembered ua &t
last, and the comtinentals are :Etuﬂ]l_l,r ustler WA, aml
by this time mest be onothe bonders of Morth Caro-
lina"

“ Indeed ! that is well," eried the colonel, ehsekling,
and rabhbing s hands—= this is goosd news, indeed,
my meplow, 2nd may help vs somewhat out of puer
difficelies

“ Mot so, Colopel Walton, i it please you. It
will help you out of mo difliculies, il vou are net
willing 1o lead a hand for that parpose. Congress
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cannod afford an army—it can only give us the nucleus
for ane ; some fifteen hundred men a1 the wmost, and
b half of thess continentals.  "'We harve ths Delaware
and Maryland limes—brave treops, indeed—among ihe
very bravest that Washington commands—bat few,
oo few for our purposes, unless we curselves m
e,

“ Who commamnds therm., Robegt ™

s e Kalk on the march ¢ but, if we nesd men, and
il our arms are few, the nome of our commander is @
bost for us.  The congueror al Eurp:rs'm At Saratogs
bias been ordered from Virginia 1o lead them.”

& YWhat, (intes? that is bmve news; I:|'1.|]:|.'—I1r11'm
nowa—and we shall do well to wish them suceess in
amother glass of Madeira, Came, Mr. Humphries—
come, sit==you see Proctor has left us some of Ho
gengine stulf yet—enoagh for friends, at lexst.”

Ay, #in," saild Huemphries, drenking, “asd this
news of the continentals promises that we have esough
alsa for our enemies.™

& Bravo! I hops soj 1 think go. Nephew, drink,
drink—and say, what has been the effect of thia inel-
ligenen mpon the people?  How has it weonght upon
thi Hampeo

i Everywhere well, uncle, and as @t should, unloss
it he immediately in your Hli!hhﬂmnﬂd. where you
hreathe by sufleranee enly.  Everywhers well, sir.
The people ane mosted, nspirited, Gl of hope amd
apmation.  The coumiry 1 alive with a pew senii=
mant. Nor isits influesce confined oaly o the hopes of
friends ; it bas el is elfecs spon the [ears of enemies.
Howdon alremly foels 11, and has drawn i all his outs
s, He ke:pl mow those of I'iinut, Six, UCamden,
and Augusia omly. He is concemrsting his forea
against the coming of Gates, whese st blow must be
aguinst s Jordship. This coscentration has gpiven
apportanity e our people, nmd opportusity gives thom
mm&:. The Samee snd the Peedee countrics are
full whigs, only wanting imbodunent to prove
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effective. Cobope]l Sumter has returned from North
Carolins, with & growing treap which theentess Nimety
Bix nseli™

“ And Marion ™

“ Ay, Marion—fram him | bring you beber nows
vot, when [ tell you that [ lefi him on Briven's Neck,
'whn:'m wi stood upon the bodics of hall of Gain
pories, wlham we hhllrjﬂld- dofoated with bloody slag
ter, Glaioey lamsell wounded, amd his croop for
time disporsed.”

“ Hower amid bouer, Robert; amd T rejoice ma ihas
vou hod a hand 1o the business,  Bus what, o all this
tima, of thet sasgumary mider, Tardeton ! What kee
hiia quiet—what i be doing T Surely, with a tasoe i
Lig, the very koowledge of thess risings should be

efial.”

 [Dowbiless they will be, whon he gets wind af
thom ; but he is now with the cavaley ol the legion,
somswhere 10 the u:i[lll:lmu']m.l al !I:-u-t'k:,-' Eln-qm..
where Sumter is said o bo looking aftor him,  Thus,
you see, we are all engaged or preparing—all but you,
of the parishes. You either hop the kneea of your
invaders, or sleop o, 8 avesl the sense of shame :
all bt your “"'nhlnn_l-u»n. who, 1 am told, still con-
irives o I.e-t{:‘!uu borse mgmhur, though sadly cut up
while under Whive amd Baylor.”

“True, troe,—our people here are but 1o mach
-Lliup-:q.-m[ i ruhm.'ilsimn. T!w_l,l have giw:n U il
despair long sinee.”

R rHL-ﬂll that's a small mistake, colonel—1 beg

gir, but [ rather think s mot -I:'III!II.:.' BE Vil

aay. I don't think our T-m% any more willi m
submit, than the pespls on Black River aml
bk it's all beczuse we banh gt [ﬂl:lerl Lhat"s l,l::
roason, eolonel. | know of my own h.nnwhdgﬂhm't
any ruimber will tum ost, i yoi'll only enook & Bnger,
aml show ‘em the frack, buot s st reasonable 1o
eXpect T e, wiho i|..|.'ru mever oled h:l'u're. i |.-|,'|,u
1.111:1 of great in timee of dan

Humghics nup.andapuhj jfrmihﬁl'm-
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gur of his nl-i""ﬁl:mrl. Ei.lg]n'l.nn mtl.ll'.nuﬂf., when
his lienant concluded—

“ Ha kz truly, Colonel Walton, as 1 can testify.
What if | tell you that your people—Dbore, under vour
own eye—ars bt oaly ready 1o 1ake ap arms, bar that
mEany al them are in arms—more, sir=-thal lhr.'r haye
already done service in your ewn neighbourhood, and
ara realy 1o do more—thai a promising squad, under
iy :nm:nnnd, onow lies on the Sonos-savannah amd
that, in & few days, | hape io join Colopel Mariea with
a woop of ity men gathersd from ameng your own

uslwoners!  These are the people wha are so will-
g o subimit, sceonding Lo your ccoant i pray v,
wncle, mever wrile their hi A

* Hobert, you smrprise me.'

o Ploasantly, | hope, mine uncle—it s the truth.
The whole wns p'luun.-bd. 'h-j" Colonsl Marion, from
wham [ have this duty in eharge. Thsguised, he has
been through your parsh.  Disguised; he sat at yous
board, in the character of n :‘.lﬂ' CONMTSRAFY, &fid
your scomiul treatment persnaded him 1o hope that
you -T::ght be brought inio action,  Are you siagmered

B0
The colonel was dumb when he heard this naretiva ;
aml Major Singleton then proceoded 1o give a briel
account af the litle evemis of recent occurrence in
the peighbourhond, as we have slready narrated them,
subsequonily 1w s assumption of command in the
Cypress Swamp. Tha story, though it gave him
pleasure, was a sid rebuke 1o Colonel Walton's patriot-
mm. He lﬂll‘ﬁl!l}' heard him to the end.
hNI.F:L:[ﬂ“n Telp me, Robseet, bt 1 M:nﬂram
myself, that you, almosi & stranger u i ¥
should have thies taken the lead oo n[F:}' own hand,

as [ may say, and among my own people,”
#1035 mot 1o late, uncle, o amend the error. You

:z E;L”LP greaily 1o fnish what has been tolerably

"'ﬂu—i.!.rii nod too late, 1 can do maoch wish Dos-
ehester and Goose Creek. [ have imfluence Il'l:mh,ghtm
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Bi. Faul's, and great part of St George’s.  Cans
Acro will come omi, 19 8 man,”®

Rapidly moving 1o aml fro along the apartment,
Caolonal Waltoa enwmernted to himsell, in umiler taa,
the vamous sections of coumntry i his Knowledge
which he thought might be moved ag his insigation.
Hil: nephew dal not suffer the mood of his wncle 1w
relax.

i Maw 13t time, wele—now 15 thie tme, if cver.
Your mame will do every thing in this quaner; and

ol miLy canjechine far yourseli, what the shame muast
gu. il nl.'hr-n m‘]uqm the work which you touched not.
You have now a glorsmas opportumity &t this sensen.
Tarleton, wham |hnl-,' so much dreml, being nbu:'n.l,
Womyss in another directbon, sl your garrison ao
wenk al l,hn:hcll:r that Ihn]. Cannod ﬂllh npnn.- 1
dotachmont,  Besides, the H|1’P'I"Dﬂ.'l‘h of Gates promises
pufficient employ te all the which Hawdon amd
Comwallis can bring up.”

“ The thing looks well,™ said Walion, musingly.

“ Never better, if the heart be Grm.  Now is the
time il ever—boat 5p recruits—soand, stimulate your
peighbours, nd dash up with as smart a force as you
can poaschly muster e join with the ansy (rom Vigginka,
They will receve you joyhully, and your corps must
imcrszss with overy mile in vour propress,”

# Would I were on the way ; but tho beginning is
vel 1o be maade, anid an what Eﬂlil ghall | seek 1o por-
anade others, withoat amhunl;.r, and kinown as one
I.;n.ﬂnp; taken a p-ml:-l:l:ll.-un A

i Ihat later difficuliy is cursd by the assamption of
anew character, Desroy the ons avcursed nstrumsent,
umil, in iis place, | am proud to hand you & badge of
bonour sl of conbdence, Look on this paper aml

rusa this letter. “The one s from his excelleney,

aovermnor Rmledge—the other froms Colonel Maricon.
Rend—pozal !
| Walten unfalded the envelope, and the commission
of Governor Ruiledge as colonel of siate militin met
his oye : e letter from Coloael Marion was an invits=
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tion to \he service—a briel, manly, mosleat leiter;
such as could caly come from Marot—so calm, 5o
unassmming, yot s eonclusive in it exborations.

“ ¥You ses, uncle," said the major, when he saw
that the ctbier had concluled the perusal of the decu-
miems— you ses, | come not unprovided.  Bodh
Rutledge and Marion hold your namo of safficient im-
portance 1o our cause to desire its influence ; and b
woubd hnl-'luynu, 0m NEY OIS, SEAnNCIPAlE Yo ?
from the ¥ —ior it is no lesa—imlo

wch Vol hare !'nll-un. lers, mow, vou have an o=
partunaty, by an bowowralde, and, let me add, an atoning
transaciion, of rouming lo the service of your coustry.
Do not et it pass yow. Lot me oot think, my dear
umche, that my word, pledged for yoo to Marion, when
I underiook and craved thae mmnm was pledged
im vain, aml Ilm\rfm'ﬁul.ll:d..

This warm of Singleton, in the utleranes
all -'hmh he |:|H discarded all that asperity which
had E:pt pace with miach of his share is the ]'l-nmq:
mmnu was soothing to his ancle’s apisic,. He was

and slowly again, though unconsciously, he
rond aver the letter of Marion, high n comgpliment
from the gallant rruu-n WaR ﬂnl.mmu; im the extreme ;
and the wust of Governor Rsledge, under his late
smitings of comscience, was healing and grateful.
For a few meomonis he i mod§ but at length ap-
proaching his nephow, Mliﬂl iz hand, and at
pnce avowed the pleasars it gave him, to avail himssll
f‘::' privileges which the commission cotilermal upon

#] will be mo longer wanting io my coumtry, Rober.
1 will do my dety, ‘This paper gives me power 10
enrel men, 1o form troops, and 1o act against the
enemy, and fimd my sanction in the commission of the
execwtive. [ will do so.  Jwall pause no longee, and,
Epite of the mm’-nu. mli Acl As 5l Tequires.”

't’l:u -mnnum Banigletan, and that of
with an hemest pleasure,

e
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" 23 it should be, Colomel Walton—spoken
(e nm bo. “The decision comes lato, but sot 1o
late. It is redeeming, and (God grant that it be as

wmlﬂuhilnulympuud praise-

H:‘JI [ believe i, or | would mot new adopt 0z bai,
Robert, know you pot ihot such a decision makes me
& begpar T Bequessration—"

i Now, oul upon if, uncle | why will you ssill ballast
ol i:od works with a weight which shall for ever
eop thom (rom heaven's sight ! Yo are no niggand

—srou live profesely—care nol for meney ; wherelore
thiz reference o wealth 1im :nq:lpn.'riuun with honour and
honourable daiy 1

“The wealth is mothing, Robert; bat 1 have a
sirange love for these old !I‘ﬂ'l'!l—l.hil fam:ly mansuon,
deaconded to mo like # sacred trust through so many
hands and ancestors, 1 would not that they should be
loss.™

The youth leoked stemly st the speskor for &
few moments in =ilence, but the Berce emstbon @l
length found its way to has lips in tones of like mdig-
natson with that which 1j.lﬁr'|-: ed [ruen his eVes,

4 ow, by heaven, uncle, had 1 known of this==had
1 deeamed that dhou hadst weighed, for om instaet, the
fine sense al hoaoar i the u-uluu;ga.inu thy love of thia
thy dwelling-place—my own kand should have applied
the torch o its shingles.  Dlearly as [ have ] this
olid mansion, 1 myselll would have frealy kindled the
flame which should have barmed it ot grouml. 1
would have wasched the fire as it swept through these
odd trees, seathing and scattoring the brasclees under
which 1 bad & thousarsl times played—1 would have
beliwld their ritn with a pleasu L} umﬂli.m:. aml us
they fell successively to carth which they once shel-
tered, | would have shouted in trinmph, thar Imdrﬁu
from e dishonsurablo bargain which you have mads
for their profeciion so ;

= Bat m.m-. my aweet child—my
ealy child 1*
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It was all the fshor swid, but i@ was enoagh, il oot
o convince, &t lexs ko silence, the indignant speaker,
Her good was, indecd, a consideration ; whin
Sangleton reflceted upon the tesder care which had
kept ber from privation and serrow all her Dife hithera,
he coulil not help fecling bow nadaral was ssch a cons
sidpruiton io the mind of =uch n faithor.
Baut tho omotion had subsided—the mose visibla
s ud'lii.I ai least; amd Caolonel Walion, kis
:rhupl:r."w L LLmFI]lntl,tl:lﬂ'lFﬂ Il VAFWOIEE COTYETs
satign, chiclly dovoled to the [aboars that lay bofore
them.  Having pained his object, however, Major
Singleton was m oo mood o remain much longer,
His duties were various ; his litle squad required his
sttention, a5 lw well knew bow litle subordination
coulidl be had froan raw :rl:lilll':l.m:u. iinless 1@ the com-
tinged and congrolling presence of their commander.
The hour was growing laie, and some poricon of his
time was diws o his sister amd the ladies, who awaited
his coming in the snug back or family parlour, inie
which none hut the select few ever found admission.
Loaving Hemphries in the charge of Calone] Walton,
our hero approached the quiet san with peculiar
emodiome,  [here was & soft meolapcholy permding
the limbe circle. The moral infuence of such & con-
dition as that of Emily Singleton was touchingly felt
}? wll arownd her. The high-spirited, the proud
athariee Walon E:ﬂ meek l.-ud mul:l.u, when sla
,p.mln]'ru-nlh:n rer, dyin tﬂa.nd:.
painful death, in the midst ﬂ'l.. rich |r| beanty,
and with a superiority of mmd which might well
awaken admimtbon in the other, and eavy in her own
sex. Yot she wna dying with the mind alive; kot an-
exerciseid 1 o heart worm with a tros nifeetion, yel
wiserly I.pE riated ;  semsibilitios waching aed
|:!1=.r:l||1g. Bl -Hl]}' lived, that I EnUTY mil'hl.
mourn the more over those sweets of character =0 well
knowm to enjoyment, yoi &0 liftle enjoying. [t was o
thowght 10 make the prowd heart lumble ; and Kae
looked wpon her cousm with tearful eyes. Bhe sat
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at her feet, saying no word, while the brather of the
drmg EII‘] taking & place beside her, lifted ber head
his bosom, whers she seemed pleased that s
lhw'l.d lis, while he pressed his lips fondly and fre-
quently to her forchead.  In murnsured tones, wnbeand
the rest, she camied on with him a lisde dialogwe,
half playful, half tesder, in which she pressed himon
the swhppct of his love for her consm.  ‘The momion
of Rate's name, a linke bowder than she ssaally spoke,
called for the luiier’s allention, who looled e, and a
suffusion ol her chesk scomed to ahow 3 something af
consoiowsnesa in her mind of what had boen the sub-
jeet between them. The eve of Emily canght the
» 30d 2 smile of archpess played over her lipa
of an instanl, but soon made way for that eammest
and segt]ed m.t]a.m:hn!]r of ook which was now its
habitusl expression.  They contimsed to converss
togethor, the others only now and then mingling in the
di e, on those wartous litile matters be nn.!mg Le]
her old home and its associntes, which & young and
ge:f‘: mature lihe hers would be apt to romember.
imes, &0 feeble was her vttemance that Robert
was compolled w place his ear o bor lips the betwer 1
take in what ahe sail.  [wasat one of these moments
that @ sovers clap of thander recalled the major to &
sonae of his disies. ‘The sedden concussion starled
tho nervous maiden, and Kate came to ber assistance,
0 that his hand was broeght ance more s contact with
that ol the woman he boved, in the performancs of an
office almost oo sacredly stem to pormit of tlse show of
that other emodion which h.-a lelt=hiow s 'I:p [
in his bosom, “The bloed ||n|§l-.=:l and gho in his
voina, and ghe, too—eke withdrew her ﬁngur: tha
moment her service could well be dispensed with.
Anather rell of the hunder, amd a from
Huamphiries warned him of the nocesaity of tearing
himaell from o scens :mlur jFa%id ||:Fu|]:|.' I':.lcln.lurl.!,
Ho took an affectionate leave n!'fl nant, xnd preasing
the lips of his sister fondly, her lasi words w him
were comprised in a whisper—
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i life—save life, Robert : (God bless you! and
eams back 1o me soon.!

Kate encoiuntered hm i the SEREe-WAY. Ill’l’
look was. something troubled, and her visible emotion
might have been grateful io the vanity of cur her,
didd bt moit s bhow unusually covered with gloom were
ibe featares of her face.

“Dear Kate—aweel cousin—I must leave you
now,”™
“ I know it, Hobert—I kemow maore @ you have per-
suaded my father to break bis protection.”

*1 have done my best towards i1, Kate ; but il he
has resodved, the impulse was as much his own as
from me. He could not well have avoided it in the
ond, sitanted xs he was"

- P:Ilug'rl nok, Bobert ; atill, your Pﬂrllﬂ.lil:'.ﬂ.l- hara
bewen the most imml-dilmz urgent ; and though | dread
the resely [ ennnot well blame you for what you have
done. 1 mow wish 1o know from you, what are the
chances 1n [avoor of his successful action. 1 would
at lesst comeole mysell by thoir recapitulation when
he 13 ahsent, and porbaps i danger.™

Major Singloion gave a promising accoant of ihe
prospects before them ; such, inbesed, as they appeared
ad that time bo the ine Americans, and nesding bat
Bietle nnﬁgumim. her seemed satinfied, sl he then
proceeded 1o entreat her upon a subject purely seliish,

1 Eru.lk ot nw=—=nit pow om such o maiter. Havae
we nat enoughy, Robert, o trouble ws?  Danger and
death, griel and many tlﬂq}rdlmllmu hang over s,
and will pot suffer such ulle thoaghts was the reply.

“These are mo idle thoughts, Kale, sineo ¥
belong so closely 1o owr happiness.  Say 1o me, then,
oaly say that you love me.”

“I bove you, indesd—to be sure 1do, as a cousin
and as & frend ; bui ceslly you ask 100 much whon

crave for mare. [ have ne time, no feeling, for
in these maments.”

“Nay, e serious, ]{u:.a, and say. We kmow pot

-
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how soon our siisation may change. [ am how
exposcd in a hazanlous servico==1 may perish ; and
waull, bofore such an evoni, be secure in ﬂml:z:
thas I may leok 1o yoi for thae love which soulid

me hIFH" when Ii'riug., ar=="'

She stopped him with n eool, sareastie speech, con-
cluling the seatence for him in a mannor most snEoy-
1B

“ Drop a tear for me when 1 am dead ™

Bhie saw that he looked displessed, and immedintely
aftor, with an art pecubiurly her own, she divenied his
lﬂ!ﬂ'-
= May, dear cousin, forgive me ; but youa looked the
canclasion, and so pathetbeally, Ttheughs it ned improb-
ahle that is wolierance would e you lPEl!I'ﬂ'l]Ell.
B weot 3o tpngie, [ pray you; | am soricos opough as it
is—gaberly serious, pol ragically sa, Be reasonable
for a while, and reflect that these very vicissitisdes of
your present nsoide of life, shoulil discosrage you from
pressing this matter. | do nod Know whether [ love
you or mob, except a8 a relatiom. i requires Lme io
make ap one's mimd on the subject, and trost me 1 shall
think of it in season. B, Jn.:l. naw, | cannof=—and
bear e, Robert, Groaly and honestly [ well you, whils
these dificulies lasy, while my Father's life is in dan-
gery and whils your sister lies in my arms helpless
and dying, | nod cnly canmot, but will not, answer
yoi.  Forbear the subgocs, then, | pray you, far a betler
season ; and remenber, when [ speak o yoa thus, 1
|-|1nﬂ.'i: fo you s o woman, with some lenssons Lo
gosl somer, who will ey to think vpon her affections
as calmly as upon the most simple and domestic
necessity of hor hie.  Bo satisfied then that yow will
have justice,™

nother semmans (rom Il-urnplm'ﬂ- below, and =
sudden nsh of wisd n'lu;rng the casement, warmed him
of the necessity of eonclading the inteeview. He had
baroly time 10 press haor hand 10 his lips when sl
hiirried lam down to ber father. A few briefl words ol
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parting, a solermn renewal of their pledges, and, in
a few momenls, the two partisans wern on horse,
spending down the g aveouwo on the way 1o their
encampanent,

CHAPTER XIV.

e e

T ok i

"ll'hllaiur,lh soomige af uﬂ-lr.l:mh.hl wiig,
Bayond hin beat cagactly Loy

Tue evening, which had been beautiful before, had
hnllzrﬂune a chan ‘The moon was obseured, and
gigantic shadows, donso and winged. hurried with deep-
meed cries along the leavens, us ol in Ty pursuil.
Oceasionally, in sudden gusts, the wi maansed
heavily among the pines; a cooling freshness impreg-
nated the atmosphere, and fepeated lashes of sha
lightning imparted 1o the prospect a splendour which
illaminneed, while imereasing the perils of thai path
which our alvenlurers were now pursuing.
drops, at moments, fell from the driving cfundu.

ﬂ\lngtlpmmad tho coming on of one of those
uﬂdﬁ.; sevene thunder-storms, so common to the
early summer ol the Sowih.
listan loaked up anxioesly af the wild confission
al lE]r and forest around him.  The woods seemed to
ﬂﬁnhml the danger, amd the melanchaly sighing of
branelns q?md 1o imdicate am instined con-
seiousncas, which hail its moral likeness 1o the feeling
in the bosom of the obsorver. der mu.l:J'-nl' these
mighty pimes wore tobe proatrated ider that wppronchs
ing tompest! how m beamifal vimes, which had
clung to them like allectbons that only desire an
lﬂ:lj-u.n.'l. to fusten upon, would share in theirruin! How
ould Bingleton overlook the analogy between the for-
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tutse of his family smd friends, and that which lis
imagination depicied as the probable fortune of the
fores]

“ We shall have it before long, Humphries, for vou
see the black boms yonder in the boeak bofore us, 1
begin to feel the warm breath of the humicane aleeaily,
:.nﬁ we must ook out for sonse smaller woods, [ like
not these high pines in a storm like this, so use
your memory, man, and lead on to some fess hkely 1o
aiiract the lighining.  Ha l—we must speed—we bave
lingered too bong.  Why &l you not hizery me? oo
should have known how difficult it was for me 1o by
wmyscll in snch n situation,™

This was spoken by Singleton a1 momens when the
gasts pormitied hing 1o be heard, and when the iregu-
lar route suffered his companion 10 keep beside hm.
Tl Lisnitonam answoesd promply—

“ Thas was the very reason why | did net wish 1o
hurry you, major, ? knew you hudn't stem
Folka for & mighy boag spoll, and s0 [ cowlifn’ fimd it
in my heart 1o break i wpon you, thomgh [ felt dubi-
ons thai the stosm would be soon upon us.”™

& bad reason for i soldicr.  Friemls and family are
lenn:r.l:p degiraliic ot xuch 3 Ume as this, sinee wa can
saldom aoe them, or ouly seo teir sulforing. Ha'—
that was sl b

“ Wes, sir, but ot zome distance, We ame nmong
the stumted onks now, which are rather squat, and ot
sa likely 10 give s te pines.  “There aiol so much of
"em, you see,  Keep n look out, sie, or the branches
will pull you from your harse. The sl here is
preuy mich overgrown, and the wines cromd thick

g

4 woed in season,” exclaimed Singleton, as he
drew back before an nrnrhl.ng'ing brunch which had
been bent by the wind, and was thrmst estirely acmas
hisz path. & fow moments wero speit in pounding the
ehstructbon, aml tho swonm grew heavier ; the winds ng
bonger laboured among the trees, but rushed l]qrﬁ;ilh
# force which flatiened their clasiic Lops, so it
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either swepl clear b them, or lakd them prostrate
for ever. A stronger hald, a positive straining in their
eflart, hecame neceasary now, with both ridess, in ondes
b seciare themselves firmly in their saddies ; while
thedr horses, with aplifted ears; and an occasional snort,
in this mammer, mot less than by o shiver of their whole
frames, betrayed their own apprehensions, and, a8 it
were, appealed to their masters for protection,

= The dumb beast kmows where o look, after all,
maajor: he knows that man is most sblo, Ao, B0
take care of him, thoagh man wans his keeper tso,
Bus the beast don't know that.  He's bike the
waldier that mirds his own capeain, and looks to him
anly, :Im-u;h |ha ~caplain himsell has a general from
wham he ;ﬂn & orders, Hmr.njr what you "!1”..
magor, there's reason in the horse—ithe horss, 1
mian, for some horses that I've sirsddled in my time
have shown themselves mighty foolish amd wares-
-BDIIHE.“

Humphries stroked the meek of his stoed fondly,
and coaxed him h}l m alfectionate word, as he uttered
hima=lf thus ge though perhaps with Listle phi-

y. Ha mmg desirous of assuring the steed
thit leo held him af the betler elass, and favoured him
accordingly, Singleton assented 1o the notion of his
companion, who did not, hawever, see the smile which
secompanied his answar.

# Yes, yes, Humphries, the harse knows his master,
and is the least able or willing of all znimals 1o do
without him. | woald we had ours in eafory now: 1

these Bve miles were well over."

“[t's atough ride; but that's so0 much the betier,
major—the less opt we are to be woubled with the
m" "

4,

[ should rather plunge through a erowd of them,
GO, Bl A -EI:III"F tl'l:ljrl:ll. 5 jir l:n.'rll « Than taks it
in such = nl:EI ms this, when ihe wind lifts you, s
avery bound, kall’ owt af }mruddle and, but far the
Lightning, which comes quite too nigh 1o be atall times
pleasant, your {aee would make momentary sequaint-
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ancd with boughs and brasches, vines anpd thoms,
that geve no nofrce and beave thear mark at every brush,
A charge were [ar less difficule”

 Almoss as safe, sir, that's corain, and net more
unpleasant. Bat let ws hold ap, Majer, for 3 while,
ond push for iho tocket. We shall now Teave the
worst of the burricans,  Ses the edge of it {Emhr—
b black ! 4l sow—only hear the roanng !

* Yes, it cames, [ feel it on my cheek. [t sends
n breath Jike fire before it, sultry nnd thick, as il i
had Yeon swecpisg all day over lenls of the hotvest
sand.  Lead the way, Homphnes.”

i Mlore; sie—{ullow close and quick.  There's a
clump of {opesi, with ﬂulhillﬁ bt small trees, lying o
the lefit—now, =ir, that fash will show i do you—
there wo can be snug tifl the storm over. [t
has a long body anid it shakes it mightily, but i1 goes
100 fast 10 stay long in its joarney, and a few minutes,
sip—a few mingies 15 2l] we want.  3Mind the vine there,
zir 3 amd there, to vour lofly is & gully, where am ald
tree’s rowls have come @ ]"ll:m' l:uu.j-ﬂl' the soOneT
we dismount and squal with oar horses the botter.”

They had now reached the spot o which Hum-
E‘rr.iu od painted=—n thick unibergrowth of small tim-

—of pine, the stunted oak, black-jack, snd hickery
—few of suflicient aize 1o foel !l:n-t:.l:du ol Ihu;ulrn

sk, ar prove very ennl]'rir:nnm aclars o
ightuing. Oboving the saggestion anil fullowing the
exgngphe of lis companion, Singhoton dismounted, amd
tho Ewo plul:-t—d themselves and their horses as much
npon ihe shiclered swle of the clump as possibie, yei
sufliciently far 1o esecape nny danger from -its over-
throw. Hore they awarted the comng of the tempest.
Ty r:l:p-r'rl.rrbrnl woadman abone could have q-puh
for its appronch. A moments pause had intervemod,
:Imin !htlatrdd'-:-rl.fl arcused elements lclr:rrlln]t as aud-

oly 4 have sunk inbe grim re «  Aslightss
of the wind enly, as it wound slaggishly alo 111?::
tand waood, had its warning, and the dvr-uu“{l

of the imbodied storm was oply evilent at moments
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when the pcetkional rush of the lightning mady visible

e E makipg realy fo harge
-, iy lor & e .mq’m’: ey jqu.
hiko a good caplaim, sir, that cails on his scouls
amd semiries, orders all things 10 koep quiet, aml
without best of drom gets all fxed w spring out from
“the bush upon them tiat's coming, It won't be long
fiw, Eir, before we pet i bai just mow it's sl as
the {n‘: It's waiting for its outriders—them bong
sirenky white clownds it sent out an hour ago, like so
scouts.  They're a-coming up now, end whos
all Ent (51] er==then ook out for the m'|_1,|u|,L
Chuiet, naw, Eﬂl —iquiet pow, cratare—idont bo
frightened—ic's pot a-going 10 burt you, nag—mnot a hi"
{fumphries patted his favourite while speaking, anid
sirovn o sooih nod guict the @ onee which both
horses axhibited. 'This was in that strange passe of
the storm which is s msost remarkable feature in the
Bowih—ihat :.'iug'nll.r:inirmgnum ol the winds, when,
after ,gi:iug repeated natice of their most terrific ae-
thon, they seem almost w forget their purpose, and
for a few moments appear i slumber 0 their inacs
tivity. Buithe passe was only momontary, aml was pow
atam end.  In another thstang, thoy heand the msh and
the roar, as of o thowsand wild stesds of the desert
ing the sunds ¢ then followed the moamiil howl-
ing af the irees—iho shirieking of the lashed winds,
u:il'..unl!ur the tdluence of ome Gerce demon who
H'lj{lj'lﬂ ({1E] 1.ri||n_|1!|., thay piuu.pd through thie forest,
wailing ai their own destractive progross, yvel eom-
unswervinghy 1o sy forwanl  They twisted
th 'q.m fromm 'u]rzna, lEﬂF‘]in‘ it an @ reed, while
io the grousd which it had o long shel-
tered, called wp, oven Amid the roar of she tempest,
a thousand echoes from the forest.  The hranelies of
the wood were prostrated like g0 muech heather, wrested
and swept from the tres which yielded them with-
oul a to the blast; and the croaching horses
and riders bolow were in an instant eovered with a
cloud of fragments. These were the precarsors
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me :lbuunnhmﬂwhjlughimdhufh
hurricane itself—its actual bulk —its imbodied power,
'qulug n]ung lﬁn;q:;h the forest in o gy ralory progress,
not fifty yards wide, mover distending in widih, yet
tapnt.mn-'lv witding from right to left and Infe 1o right,
ina IIGH: direction, as if :‘Fh_rl'ui #pi irit this strove
io mix with sl the terrors destruection the l]ﬂ!‘h'l‘ﬂ'
meoid of the most ildle fancy. Inthis progress, the whole
woud in ks path underwent prosratson—the thick,
prowd pine, the decperocted and unbesding oak, the
small eedar and the plinnt shrub, torn, dismembercd
of iheir fine proportions ; sonae, onl Hﬂaliml}r vielding
ta the pressure, passed over with lile injury, as if o
much seommaed E the mssailant for assauli  The
lugurlma mlha neighhoarhned of the spot whers our
partisans had eher, shared the karsker forfune
rn'rnllr fﬂrth-uymmth-u" trnck of tha tempest,
‘? sturdy and massive o ymlﬁr they withhekl their
homage, and wers oither snapped off relentlessly and
I]mt.nr were tom amd twisted up from iheir very
roots. “The poor horses, with oyes staring in the direc-
tion of the storm, with ears erect, and manes flying in
the wind, stood trembling in every joint, too muci Leiri=
fied, oF too conscions of their helplessness, 1o
1Y .ﬂj". All arcund the crouching pany, the
seamed for several seconds absolutely fattened.  Huge
irees wops proatrated, amd thoir branches were clusiers
g thickly, and almost orming & prisen aroend them j
leaving 1t dowbiful, as the huge body rolled over theie
heads, wheiher 1]1:}' could sver make iheip eacaps
from the enclosure. Rush after resh of the i
winds went over them, keeping them ilmm
theiir crowded shelier and position=—pach ssee
troop wilder and weightier than the last, until ax)
2 sullen, bellowing msrmir, which before they had not
heanl, announced the greater weight of the hurricans
l-l'.i_Il-l averihrowing the forests in the distance, Tha
chiel damger had overblown, Gradeally the warm,
reasive breath passed off ; the sir sgain grew sud-
¥ cool, and » guih of beavy drops came falling
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the heavens, z8 i they too had beon just me

from the ml:ﬂ'hhr wiare which bad g
-hl-i earth. < Moaning patifully, the prostrated troes
and ghrubs, thoas Whlﬂu h-aﬂl survived the suwem, though
shom by its embraces, pradimlly, anl seemingly math
puinfid effort, opce more elevated themselves 1o their
wld position.  Their sighings, as they dul s0, wers
nlmost haman o e ears of our emaching wamriors,
wham their movemend in panl released,  Far and near,
tha mOARIRg of the forest aroumsd them was 1.1nn!|:||:|.',
bl mot unpleasamly, heightoned inits effect wpon ther
senses, by the distant aml dﬂ:a}'mglﬂmur of the pass
amd f[ax travelling hurrscane, as, ughing the
woids and loying waste sll in ils pmgrm it mm
o 0 A meeling ;}h :h; HIHEI'!HI “miﬂ“
abaut the ploom, ol La sleras, stir s
form sleng his Lmn il mnpiu-m

= Well, P glad it's na worse, major,” cried Hum.
phries, rising and shaking himsell from the brash with
which he was covered.

* The danger is now over, though it was mighty
olose o our hes. Look, mow, at thluMﬂ
all 12 shivers, and the top e Eu feat From ‘s
quariers. The r beast would ha' been in s sad
fix n liatls to tha Beft there™

Extricating themselves, they helpsd itheir stecds
ol of the brush, though with scmea ﬂjEmllv—nquthmg
them ail the whiko with words of encouragoment.  As
Humphries had already remarked in his rude fashion,
the horse, at such momens, feels and acknowled
his dependence apon man, looks 1o him for the 1m'§i:
amd fies 1o him (or protection.  They were almost
passive in the hands of their masters, and ander
unsubsided fear would have followed them, like tame

in asy direction.
hm.lh;l: thminashed of = terrors, stll
contipued ; but this did not discournge the treapers,
They were soon mownted, and once more upon their
WEY: Th.ld:.rinuu,mpln,m 'bﬂnlﬂrnlpﬂnd by
d“'.r hllihin- It bad swept on to cthor regrons,
oL
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leavin hhlnf!l only detached masses u::m amd
raums slizrishly hanging, ar fitlall i ||-|:|nl
tho sky. '['I:eEnE: aagh Eﬂi Iuﬁl‘.'itnflﬂ' de%u: the
light of the moon, could nol alrogether provent & strag-
!|I|:l£ Fay which peoped omt timedly at pauses in the
atnrmm 5 Rl Whirﬁflmlﬂl it conld not dEuenine, sl
contriveéd 1o diminish aomew bt the gloomy and forbdd-
ding character of the scens,  Such E]EI.I'I:H. in the mat-
wral, are like the assermmces al hops im the moeal world
—iahey speak of 1-marmow—they promise us that the
eimxls must [piiss :'rrl:'--l:lul.:r cliser; when ikers is
ligls kol o chinm.

The palh over whicli the partisans jn-l.rrnr}'ed had
been linle used, nnd wais gwntly OTEFETHWILE Thd_r
coald move but slowly, thorofare, in tha imperfect
Taght ; ael, but for the requent flashes of Iigh'rni:n':, it
might have been dowhiful, thongh Humphrics Enow
e coumtey, whether they coulld kave foumd thetr way.
But the same agest which gave them light, hnd nea
destpoyed thom,  Whils Humphries, descepding from
his stewl, which he led by the bodle; was looking
ghoui for n by-puth thai bhe expactod 1o fod in ihe
nedghbour y & swdiden stroke ol the highin and
the overwhelming blazs which soemed 1o kindle sl
aroangl tsom, snd remaised for several secomils st
tionary, drove back the now doobly termified steods,
l-Ill.:n:ﬂIHm! blinded tlheir riders.  Thar of Singleton
etk upsan lis hamnches, whible Messfot, in her termor,
ﬂ.ru.gp.-f] lIn.ruqmriu:u, wiwr =il gmlu'd ﬁrml‘r has hei=
e, 1o smna tle distante n the woods,  Sodden
blackmoss succesdied, save in one spot, whore 3 tree
Find been smitten by the fwid, and wis now blazing
along tha qm: gum ot jis siles.  The line of Gre was
drawn wlsng the tree, up and dowin—a bnghd Bame, thae
showesd them more ol the truck ibey wone pmuiu.!
then they hod seen before, I the frst moment
flbowing the cesantian of the fercer biaze masde by the
lightnzig, and when the res fr I:-:g:mln extend acer-
i Lighl, Ha'uglul:dn thoughe e snw r.hrwgh tha B
e gutlme of & homan form, on e, moving quic
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whong the mad above hime o called quickly o

ris, bub the leatanant was busy with his nt':g-d,
and did notseem 10 hear.  Again was the ohject visibla,
ard] Singleton then cried out—

= Whe goos there !'—ha 1™

Noanswer ¢ and the fugitive only seemed to incresse
his spoed, mtnﬁ maido w0 the denser woods, as il
he H-I'I:;a w el observation.  The challenge was
Fispeabedl.

“What, bio! thero—who goes ! Speak, or [ shoot.™

Ha eamchied sne of his pi:l;vuh. froam the hislster as e
apake, and cocked it to be in readiness, Sl wo answer,
IJmL{mH-uu adibreasod meving more quickly than ever.
With the sight, with an instinct lika Lightimg, the parti-
& st spurs b0 his siced, nml drove feardessly through
the bush i pursoit. The fugitive now ok firdy to
lis heels, leaping overa fallon tree, fielly in sight of his
I.:‘.I.I‘iuhh In a moment aftor, itho steed went oifer

im==Humphries, by this time in saddle, closely fol-
lowing on the heels of his commander. For a mo-
ment the object was lost to sight, but in the pext he
appearcd again.

“Baand i was the ey and with it e shat.  The
ball rushed into the bush, which seemed 10 shelier
thee flying man, and whero they hai kst seon him—hey
EBoumnided s the spot, but nothing was o be seen.

“ He was I:IHE—-:,‘EI‘I.! saw hiena, I'Elm'l.phricl, diel pau
mat T

w & kit of him, maj amall chance ef him hehind
the bush, bt too linke a mark for them pissols.”

* Heis there —there |™ 2nd catching nrother glimpee
of the fogitive, Singleon led tlio purswin, again fnng
az he flew, aml, without pausing 1o wait the pesil,
leaping down to the spot thlﬂﬂ peared to them.
The parsuit was equally freitless \rﬂ ihe mim.  Tha

lace wasbhare,  "They had plitged nto a hallow, and
nd themselves in a sart of ditch, almost knee de
m water., They lookoed shout vainly, Humphries |
img the search with umisimal earnesiness,
a1 like not, major, that the fellow should escape
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Why should he stand & shet, miher than refuse to fait,
apid answor o a eivil qeestion? D' dubious, majer,
there's semething wrong i % ; asil he came from the
direcizon leniding io our eamp"

i Ha! are you sare of thae, Humphries '—think yoa
so 1™

“ Ay, sir—the pine that was simack marks the

th through which 1 should hove carvied you in

vlight. Itis the shortest, though the werst; and he
eculd pot have beon far from it when yoo staried him.
Ak | bave it now. A mile (rom this is the houas of
old Moher Blonsy, the dam of that Fellow Goggle.
Wa will ride iliere, major, il yoo say s0.™

# With what object, Humphries ! what las she to
o with it 7™

“] mumpeet the Mgitive e be {Foggle, the 1
wamned yow net to IaEc arila e g Fn'l:tl‘iulr'l.rr mﬂ.
hum hurl-u for he's mot one to u All
]:jaEleI.'u hj:.-l: Tliia faber—Hhim they call so, ﬂm—
was n horsesthoel ; aml some say, that e has a cross
in his blood, A Tor that, if's clear to me, that Goggle
18 a binkibreed Indian, or mestizn, or something.  Any-
body tha: looks on Goggle will szy so; and then the
nature of the beast is so like an lodian—wky, sir,
]:r’d. L N e rtcilng thim o |1|.|1n ltump.""

nd with what motive wouldl you ride 1o his

mothers 1™ th

“ "I-'-Ily, str; ol this ll;u'l.'n;iug C Tty ['-uggln. hie's
eithar heen there, or is on his way thore ; and il so,
b sure he's afier miachief. Proctor or Huck at the
garrison will soon have him nmang ihem, mnd kall gul
hiz pay in English guiness for desertion. Now, sir,
it's easy 10 see i he's been there, for | 8'pose the old
Bag don't mind 1o tell ™

“Leslon! A mile, you say I

u A ghort mile s and f he's sot been thera yei, ha
miest be abowl somewhers, ond we may gt |.|:|r|'||a|}|i|:||_
out of the ol woman, wha o8 for & witch about
here, and tells fortunes, can show you where 13

find stolen catle; apd they do say, major, though |
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mever helieved fi—they do say,” nnd the tomos of his
waien fell as he spoke—= they do say she can put the
bl mosth wpon people ; wnd there’s not a few that lay
all their aches and mnpll.ml:: o her door.™

“Indeed ™ was the reply of Ringlotom; ** indeed !
that s & sight warth seoing ; and eo led ag ride, Hom-
phries, and get ot of this swamp thicket with all poo-
siblo speed.”

“A long leap, major, will be sure to do it HBuoz
bedter we mave u||:|'l|'|:|.'. I dont want to bose owr
chance a1 thas rascal for somothing ; snd whe knows
bat we may eaich him llwm He's a great skunk,
oW, rru.Jnr I.]u.lulmu ey oand l}mgh I'nml.n;u.
much too posd for Illru LL et them ]nmlu winldl hava
pleased me bater haid the ball meore
closcly.”

CHAPTER XV.

& A hag ¥l hal] has wook for—a bom alave
Ty aa Dercaming il —iesdinsls, v,
Snakn-liks, thet buyy the bosh s o the el

Tue troopers had not beon well pone, bofore ths
fagitive they had se vainly parsved swod upon the
vary spot which they had lefi.  He rose from ihe mire
af the ereek, in which he hel not paused to imbed
himsell when the search was hotest and close upon
him, “The eonjecture of Humphries was correct, and
Goggle or Blonay was the person had chased.
He haml left kis post in the biveuas when the storm
came on, and was then upon his way 10 his mother's
cikin, From that spat s Famber course waz o tha
British garrison with his imtelligence, His determins-
tioa in this respect, however, underwent a change, 3s
we shall ae in 1hie progress of the marrative.

Never had betor tna?dge of character boed
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shown than in the estimate made by Humpheies of
that of tle deserter. Goggle was as warpad in mornla
as be was blear in wision ; & wreich apsly fisted forthe
horse-thiel, the tory, and menderor.  is objecta were
evil generally, and e had ne scraples as o the means
I:-].' which io secare e, Eq:.m.i 1y imlilferent w0 him
what commandinont b vidnted in thess practices j for,
with listle regard from sociely, b il po sympathy with
it, and oaly obeyed its laws as he feared amd would
avial their penalies. Ho hated socicty accordingly
as he was compelled wfearin.  He looked apon it a5 &
victim o be destroyed with the oppartunity, as a spoil
to be appropriated with the desire for s abiminment ;
and the moods of such o nalure were impatient for
EXETCisy, ¢Ten UpOn socasions when he oo dl I'HJPB na
adidatiom 1o his sire of his prelis from their indul-

e,

Squat in the coxe and water of the creek, while the
horss of Simgleton st one mwoment slmost stood over
him, he had wa breath with diffically tirough the
leaves of & bush growing opon the edge of the ditch
i which bis haad had foueil muwﬁalum:;n and im ﬂu;

ilons ssluation has savage spint actusdly prompte

m te thrust his knjfe ime the belly of the animal.
He had drawn 1t for 1his purpose from hiz belt, whils
hiz hanits and bedy wors undor water.  Tis paint was
alreaily trned upwand when Singleton moved sway
from the dangerous proximiy.  Here he listened io
il dialogee which the two carried on conceming
ki 5 and, mrl im thiat pml.u:muuu ol dirt anid -dmg-ur
in which ke lay, his mind brooded over o thousamd
modes by which le shoukl enjoy his maligrant appe-
eite, that craved for revenge upon tem both, “F
they were fairly gone, he rose from the mire and =s-
cemiboil cautiously 1o the baak ; abook himsell Like &
Iﬂtrﬁdl);. while ke ablmost shevered i the saturated
garments which be wore ; then robbed and grambled
over the rifle which he had taken with luim imo the
mire, xid which came out as full of it ooze and waler
ns himself,
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# 8B ho ™ sxid Te, a3 he shook himsell free from
the mud— S0 ho!l they are gone 1o old Moll's to
look witer mo, eh! Now would | like 19 put this bul-
lea diste thiat Dorchesser shunk, Hemphries, d—n him,
1 & off baal blosd, am 1[—-m_'|.' fatlier & horse-thief and a
malatto, and | anly fit for hapging ! The words muss
be paid for ; Al Moll st answer for some of them,
Zhe is my mother, that's clear—she shall tell me dus
night who rnLFilﬂeriu fur, Blonay, or (inggle, or the
devil, [ will know, She ghall pot e ol no leager.
No! though she tells me the worst—t Iy she tells
mei Aluwt [ nen ihe spaen of Jack Dieaytos's drives, as
ance bofore I've heand i

Thus mtering, he looked io his At nml ipspecied
the primasg of his rifle,  With much cleagrin e foumsl
the powder saturated with water, and the charge use-
e, Hesearched has pockets, ot as flask was gone,
He ksl purposed the murder of Humplries ar Singleton
hed ehis ot been the case. He !Iu.:ur 'hl'lll:ll:l-l.lhlnihuli:-
ation took the track afver thom, and it was not ]uﬂg
bedore bo esmo in sight of the miserable elay and lag
havel in which his mether, odious and dresled as she
wis, passed fily her existence.  This spot was dresry
in the exireme : & few cheerless pines rose anound iz,
mnd the thick fennel waved its equally bald, theugh
mare erowded fornes in wncurbed vegolation amang
them.  The bovel siood in a bollow, consslerably
below the surrounding level, nnd the lfile glimmer aff
light piercimg (rom between the ligs only made its
localon seem more cheerless to the 1

Blonay—aor, a5 wo shall hereaftoreall lim, aceonling
to the fashion of the country, Goggle—camiously ap-
proached & jungle, in which he hid himsell, about &
sipne’s throw frons the hovel.  “Thera he warclsed, as
well %8 he might, ia the imperfect light of the evening,
for the appearance of the troopers.  Though mn-pm:s,
thary hiad not yet succesled in reaching the spot, which,
familiar to him from childhood, he well koow to find
in the darkest l.igl'l:l,.l.pd b}'n route Ehe most depect.
He was thers before them, snug in his cover, and coally
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Iu-uhn;_ out for their coming. More than once he

Iﬁ’ the of his rifle, carefully keeping it from
ils s the ntervention of his finger, and
cursed 'l'llhl:n hamaell his ill forene, as be found
the powder, saturated with water, a solt paste beneath
hintouch. Ho thrass his hand into his pocket, secking
there for some straggling grains, of which in the emer-
fem:-p he might avail himself; but he looked frusdess-
vy and was compelled 10 Forego the hope of a shot, so
much desived, st one or otier of the persans How
emerging from the wosd before hin.

The barking of a cur warned the indweller of visii-
wid, b without offering any obstacle 1o their advance.
liumg:l'rull pm-r.'udﬂl firat, and modroning his com-
nanka 0 Kesp his saddls, Fastened his horso to &
Lﬂup;!l aml treading lightly, looked through the orey-
ices of the logs, upon tse wld eromne within,  °F I
in Jume, 3 warm sexson ot all times in Casolins, the
ald woman pn.rlnuh 1o msch of the habis ol the TE'I'F'
kow in that region to be withost a fire ; and with the
tasie of the megro, she was pow bending overa hage light
wood hlaze, witha pipe of nede structurs and no soall
dimensiogs in hor mouth, from which the ocezsional
pull went forth, filling the aparimest with the o
sant cllavia of tho vilest leaf-tobaces ; while her boly
and head swung evor o amd (e, with & regular
seesaw mation, that seemed an habiwal exerciss,
Her thin, shrivalled, aml :la:l:t %'dhm' {eatures, wens
hag-hike and discournging, The skin was rghily
drawn ncross the face, and the |'|.|g'|1: ohock- shomes; and
ihin noee, seomed disposed to break through the slemiler
restraings of their covering,  Her eyes were small and
sunken, of s light gray, and had a lsvely twinkle, that
did not sceord with the wretched amd d'fmm aEpecl
of her other feaiures. Her Fforehead was small, and
clustered with - grisly bair of mixed, white and bisck,
disoedored and wnbownd, but soll shart, and with l!n
appearance of having but lately endergone clipping at
the ectremitics.  Thess fﬂh.lhﬂl.l sborm m mpnmlr“
wers groady heightened in their general expression
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the savere mouth and sharp chim below them.
upper lip was flat, undeve d entirely, whilo
the bowar wus thrust forth in & thick carl, and, closaly
misimng and clinging e the ocher, somowhat lified ber
|amee mbo o sort of hsalent a.uﬂmrll}'. whech, some-
tmes accompanying aroused fecling, or an elovaod
mood of mind, might leok like dignified superionny.
The dress which sho wore was of the poorest sart,
the commonest white homespun of the country, prob-
ably her own manafzeuse, and so ndilfemenlly made,
that it hung about her like a seck, and gave o fuli
viow of the bropeed nisdl skinny moek and bosom,
which a regand o her appearnce might have promped
her i comcenl.  Beside her a mupl-u of cats of maam-
meoth size Kept up a deowsy hum, amtirely unidisturbed
by the yelping of the cur, which, from his litile kennel
at oo end of the hovel, muintuined & continmous olem-
our ot tho approach of Humphnos, The odd woman
armply tormed her hiead, for 2 moment, o the extrance,
took the pips from her mouth, and, discharging tho
volwme of smoe which followed s, eried harshly w
the dog. as if im ococo menl.  Her call was
apswered by Homphrics, whe, mpping o the door,
spoka cavilly 1o the innste,

“ Now, open the dowr, gunl] mother. W are frienils,
who would speak with you, We have been caught
im the siorm, amd wanl you 10 give us house-room il
iFE orer.”

“ Friends ye may be, and yo may set,  Down by
the &r:rhrl.nnh. and thromgh the raad to mother
Blomay's, is no walk that imosds often take ; and if yo
be travellers, go ye on, for there's no accommodation
for ye, aml buk Little here yo wouald eat, It's a
country ¥'nre in, strangers, and nothing short of m
alegler, or it may be Rantomle’s, will serve your tarm
for a tavern,” 23 " 2

s e, ot LTI o T er! wou eep o
shuot door wpan ws, and the rain sall pw.’:g"!- cred
Hiiri ki riess, llh.r|:||1l|".

* Ye have beom in it over long to mind it now, I'm
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thisking, and yo'd betier fide it out. T have i
for v, if ye would rob.  I'm but a bone mm
A pour ; and bave no late; mo stlver, oo fine waieh, nor
ﬁ%mr uny ihin tﬁu s warth your ishing. Gola
L3l (raks” or Muldboton Flace, ar e laall ast
Archdale, or any of the fine bowses ; they have plenty
ol goold picking therne,"

 Maw, low pleasantly the ald hig tells us o po and
steal, and she Iu-u-.'lmg dowm; uE W |h3l]r'l' MLy SiY, inta
ithe vﬁ ihrant of tho grave that's gaping alter hor.™
Tha woman, meanwhale, as if sashed with what
she had dene, resumed her PP and recommepced
her miodion, 1o and fre, over the lHaze. Hismphros
was for a smant application of the foot vo the frul door
that kept him out, but io this his companion refused
mT.:dnuml bl | he will play with

Ll i , Imjar; = wil Wl
uz zlier this fahion i||E:§I nijfrl::. I know hI:Jl af ok,
amd that's the only way w serve her. Nothing bat
i;i:'h for that breed ; emwility is thrown away upon
ihem.”

= Ma, O=—Y0i AL rash; let me lp-ull-—[ EAY, my
Eunl woman, we are desirous of entrance; we have

iminess, aml woald lp-uk writh ynu..""

“ Business with me! smd its a Eemhrlu‘t vice
iga | Maybe be would have a love.charm, since there
are such fools ; or he has an encmy, and would have
 bad mouth put wpon him, shall make him shrivel up
anid die by inches, without asy disesse. [ have
worked in this bosiness, aml may do more.  Well,
there's wages for it, and no danger.  Who ahsll
EEE, w]m beg inothe rich man's trfi’m thae 1 pus
the passon beal m the soup, or stir the cremshs wich i
E:u];;g coffoe, or sprinkle the powder with tha eom

er, or knead i up with the dough? It's a safe
bu=iness , and the pay is good, though it goes
over sooa for the way it copes.”

o Come, come, my goosd woman,” ened Singleton
impatiently, as the old beldam thes muttered 1o henseld
the various seerets of her capacity, and strove Ly conjoc-
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mere ihe natwre of the business which her visiters
had with her.  * Come, come, my good woman, let
va in: we are hurried, and have no listle 1o do before
ﬁyllg}u."

B ond woman, indeed! Well, many's the one
been called pood with as linle reasom, Yos, sin
mming', old hmbs are feeble; [ de nol move as=
I used tw [ waa mlﬁe

Thus apologizing, with r{wlpe- im ome kand, whila
the other umidid the entrance, Mother Blonay admitbed
ber visivers,

“8a, you have been young once, molber!” said
Humphries, while enering.

The old woman darsd 5 glanes wpon hin—a stead-
fast glance from her linde gray eyes, and the stoul and
fearless frooper felt a chull go through his veins on
the instani. He knew the estimace pui wpen her
througivint the neighbourhood, as ane possessed of the
evil fYE, OF rather the evil mowth } one whose wernl
browght blight among the eatile, ned whom ihe negroes
fearcd with a superstitious dread, @ able 12 hr.in! Bicks
niss amd pestilence—a g‘lll"ﬂlaﬂi.lﬂld tlent ate away
silently, uwil, without sy visible complaing, the victim
p-unal'bud hupchnu!:'. Their fears had been adopted

part by the whites of the lower class in the same
on, amd Ham hnn. though a bold zn0d sensible

Eh hewd heea oo many dreadfnl mfwences
ascribed to her, nnt to be onpleasantly siarlsd with
the pecaliar imtensity of the stare which she put wpon
him.

« Yaum ";:‘rllrs =aid, inhm dy o ru;llﬂh;re lm:s

wle iy o e it ey
'Imrlll: have outlived] 18, and you see me now. 2 Tou
un young, too, Bill I‘Im1'|]1h.nr|:l|. L mhnlﬂ-hﬂ.‘m
ljuulmn askeld you which you pat 1o me,”
=i .IL cald wish, Mother Blonay ; a hiwwer cold wish,
gince you should know, by your own feclings, how
hard it will bo o outlive nevviy and love, and 1he
young people that come about us.  [i's a sad season
that, meiker, and may I die before it comes. By
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talking of young people, mother, reminds me that you
are [0t 80 lonesonyo 85 voa 8ay,.  Vom have your oy
now, Goggle."

Sl s eve g Mear, 1500 Hom hriﬂl. i's mot the
part of good manners 10 speak it o his mother,
l'h.e curse of a blear eve, aml a blind eye, may fall

o you vel, and upen youm—ay, down 10 your
-: ililren's children, for any thing we keow."

# Than®s trise, mother—none al us cansay. | seant
n harmy, bat as crtr}'h'rdr enlls him lrn“h—

#Thie redbug be apon everybody that so calls him|
The boy has a name by law.™

# Well, well, mother, do not be angry, and wish no
ANTER u|:1 vimr meighbour’s shins that you enn't wish

“Ihe rediugs azd tha Juse-llies are bad enough

already, without orfers; and people do say you are

iite tad froe in sending sueh plasues apon them, for
Little ecamse, or for po cause al all”

“Wihi's m I':Iﬂmrl.g that | ean do it Hill Hul:|1|11'£|'|l:-.|-.I or
flle rondlies, sech &8 yoursell, woald harey the old
woman 1o death for their sport.  It's a bessing
2 protection that [ ean make the yellowjacket and the
redbig leave thelr poison slings in the fender foah,
g that the jester that lnughs st the old and seffenng
aleall leam some enflering ton.”

“uite a hard punishmest for such an offence.
But, mothar, thoy say you do more 3 that you have the
apell of the had mowh, that brings long sickness sand
swilden death, and many awluol troubles ; and same that
dor wish vou well, ERY yOU lowve to use "

D theary so I—ihen they say nod amisa. Think
you, il [ln.rl]'vgrl-:u that [ should pot fight with him
wihst hintes e, and would destroy me il be could? T
o amd the bad nsowb of wer Blonay upon you,
shall make the hones : |:r|. your skin ae Tor Inu‘
meiniha alier; 1 aell 1.'|:|||

1 beg, for God's sake, that you'll I;]'wr bedd
math Epoa me, geod moeber,” t!chl.l:rm.lpu
with ledeerous ¥, an if he half feared |h,| imme=
tiate exercise of the faculty upom him. The old
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woman scomed pleased with this tacit acknowl

‘ment of her pawer, and she now twisied ler char
mbout 20 as to plece hersell directly in from of Bin-
ﬁ:m He, meanwhile, had been closely scratipizing
apartmsent, which was in no respects botler than
those of the commonest negro-houses of the low
coamtry, The floor was the native soil.  The wind
wis excled by clay, locsely thrsss betwesn the crevs
ices of the Inugi ¢ nodl an ol lr:l.'lTnlliing af pul!ﬂn. sup-
porting a few rails crossing sach other, susmised the
mitiress of moss, wpon which the woman slept, un-
nssisted seemingly, amd entively alone. A fow gourds,
or calabashes, hung from the rool, which was scaniily
shingled: these comlained seslds of varous kimds,
bunches of dried thyme, sage, and other herbs and
plants ; snd soeme which, by a ¢lose anslvais of their
properizes, woubid bo found te contain a sufficient solu-
tion of the source from whence came her spells of

pnmur over hior neighbsours, whetber for good oF evil,
elom hml“dph}lnlhimlf:u notrcing all these
objects, the probability is that the quick
e].'a- of the ald woman had discovered his cccupation.
Bhe turned ber chair 30 as o place hersell’ direcaly
bedore him, aml the glance of her a]m confronting his,
:ﬂn'Lpuu:d him 0y a uumh.l:fh'lng pual.lm The
docile cats, with a sluggish effort, changed their
grousd :h-u' and aftor eircling thrice itheir new places
of repoas, ht'l'm laying themselves down upan it, they
soon resamed their even nnd seli-satisfied stumberoes
bum, which the movement of thiir mistress bl inter.
nd.. A moment of silence intervened, during which
’ih.mn Blonay employed Bersell in exnmining Sin-
perean amd coumenamce.  He Enknown
L] J'u"r amdl & curious desire 10 make the infance
of mew faces, is, perhaps, ns mhrh the characieristic
of age as pmhl.;r v in this way, becomes
ﬂ:l:l'!d.‘lq:- actively, and lhu |:|-u|:'l3-1|:|g' minsd delights in
ll'qml;.r s that it may liken the strapger to some
kenown imdividusl of former days. [t i thus tha

i

Yo L—R
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the present time continually supplies with alimant
the past from whlchll receives #o moch of ils own.
The close survey dul mot please Singleton, who at
length interru it by resuming the subject where
Hurnphncl homil discominued . With beonmin Erav-
ity e asked leor tha question which follavs, on the ex-
teat of her powers—

* And so, dume, you really believe that you possess
the power of deing what you say you can do

“ Ay, sir, and a great deal more. 1 can dry up the
blocdl in the veins of youwth ; I ean put the stagpering
weakisess into the bones and sinews of the strong man ;
I can make the heart shrink that 15 brave—I can pat
pria there instend of plensine."

“ Inibeed ! if you can do this, dame, yoa can cers
!.:.inl:p do much more than most of your neighbouars,
Bua ie it nod strange, mother, that thess powers are all
for evil? Have vou no feculty for conferring good—
for eheering the heart instend of destressing 11, and
giving phuu.lru fustend of pain

i l:r | cam avenps vou upan }u-lur ll'l.ﬂ'ﬂ:." A
she spoke, her form suspended iss waving motkon, was
beot forward im eagemess, aml ber eye glstened,
while her loeok sscmed to say, “Is not that the es-

ity you would have me serve you in T
E._,.:dlrmitl 1]& {:; npower nr_l‘erjl., dame, and oot of
. In goud, pot evil.”

“ Mal lhl:!" shie muttored, with am air of disappaint-
mand, whiles dmwing lwrsell back and resuming ler
croming movement, Mot et ! is ot revenge swiet,
Foumg nasier=—very swedl, when you bave been rabbsed
aind wronged for vears 3 trampled i the dust ; |lsughed
and speored ot ;. hunted snd hated : is ot the mansent
of n_n';#ﬂﬂ When you see your enemy writhi
in pain, you put your ear down and listen 10 his II.F:F
fering, amd your hoar, ihag yaed o beat only with i
onm sorrow, jou feel w Uirobking with a sicange,
sweet joy ab his—is it not sweety my master ™

« Ay, sweel, dame, but, | fear me, still evil ; stall net
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good; w1l harefol to mas, Have you no betier
pawers in your collection ! nome o give stirength and
youwth, and bring back healih I

Bhe pointed to o bunch of the smaller snake-roots
which in the cormer, but with mech seeming imlil=
ference, as if the core of desense formed but an hambie
portion af her mysiery smd labours.

% kel your A gives you power aver affections, snd
brings pleasure sometimes, moiker ™

:f: it love T—the love of the young woman—hard (o
Poase, diflicubt to ses, eald 1o sweet words—that yoa
wouhl win, my yousg master 1%

Bhp I.Piﬂ hent her head townrds him, and l-u.pﬂ:llud
her motson, as il now hapefual tlsat, in this roforence,
alo liad found oul the troe qiescst of the seeker. A
warm glow overspread the check of Singleton, as in
answering the inguiry earrectly ho must mecessarily
have comfessed that such @ desire was in his bosam,
1 h certainly without amy resort o such practices
s might be looked for in her sugmestion.

Ay, Eﬂuﬂ. urcsur::u art [ ‘:ﬁﬂhin b0 e
mow, could it avai any purpase—ecould it soften the
sterm, and warm the cold, and make the hand o plesss
T}f:bu I look not for your aid, mother, to do all

i,

“1 cnn do il—lear me not," said the old woman,
assuringly.

“ M may b, bt T chooss not that thon shooldss.
1 msst 10il for mysell in this matier, and the only art
I sn tuat be that which 1 shall nog be ashamed
ofl, £ we have mnother quest, dame | amil npan this
we T:nuld have you speak hemesily. You have n
san

Thee 6ld woman booked earnestly atthe qu?r; and,
asal that moment the anhre swnng alf’ rom has knee,
clattoripg its end u the [boor, she started lehnn-
sivaly, and it coald be sesn that she trembled,  She
spoke afier the pause of A insient.

“Bure, captain—Ned, Ned Blomay s my son
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What would you tell me?! MHe has met with no
harm

# None, mother—none that 1 can speak of)'" said
Humphries quickly ; * pot that he may mot have it if
he dises oot mind his tracks  But tell us—wleen was
he bere |.'I.|.1.,, msother?  Was he nod here 1.-u-u1ig|1|'! amd
when do you ook for lum rgain ™

The apprehengions of ihe woman had passed off;
she resumed her seesaw motion, and apswered indif=
ferently.

4 The boy s his own master, Bill Humplines ; e
15 not for an old woman like me to say for ved Hig-
nay."

# What ! are you wol witch cmough 1o manage your
own son T Tell that 1o them that don’t know you both
beter. [ say o you, Maotler Blonay, thas slory wost
pass muster.  You have seen Goggle to-night

“ And 1 say, Bill Humphries, that the tengue lies that
saye ity though it never lied befare,  Go—you're a loul-
lpui.rn fellow, nml vour bones will ache vel for that
aame  speteh. gle—Gogalo—Gogele ! as il it
wasit carse enoigh 10 by blearayed without having
eviry dirty field-tackey whickoring about it.”

# Dhur abgect 12 not to offend, my pood woman, b o
nsk & civil e tinL M:.r n.lrup:i.n.in-n i:m!:.' m §
o paimee by which your son is generally distinguished
amang the people.  Wou must ot allow him 1o anger

o, theeredore, el nmswer m question or two 1:'|rEII3'1
and we ghall leave you”

# You have smooth words, capiain, and | know whas
gqm'l.abrcrdi.ﬂg 5. 1 have lived among decent le;
and | kaow very well bow 10 behave like ome m:;
would let me ; but when soch ill-spoken creatures as
Bill Humphries ssk me questions, its ton o one [
don’t think it wernh while 1o answer them ; and answer
I will mod, except with curses, when they speak nick-
mames for my child, 1 konow the T :gf and
bleae-eyed, | ksow than bis skin is yellow shiiva
elled like my own, bt be has suckled at these witherod
paps, and he is my child ; apd the more othors hate
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and abuse hin, the moere | love him—the more [ will
take up for him."
@ Mow, Mother Dlonay, you neddn’ minke such a

. fuss abowt the mader,  You know [ meant no harm.

Canfoanl the fellow, 1 don't cere whether he has eves
or not; sure | am, I know the name which people
givo him withoot minding the blear, 1 only wam yoa
to say what you've done with him."

* You are 0o quick—=—too viclent, Humphries, with
the ald woeanan,™ said Singleion in a whisper,

“Magor, don't [ know her, The ald I:llg—[ FTe
through her wow, jist us easy as 1 ever saw throwgh
amy thisg in my life. Il lay now she knowe all
aboot the skunk.,

& Perhaps so, but if she does, this is pot the way io
get &t her inlormation,™

# Bus lisde ||u|.|d- of that mow, sines xhe's gol her
back up Caonfosnd Goeggle ! of | had him under a
stout. hickory | reckom 1 make her walk o anmber
tume.”

‘This was loud enough for the obd woman, who re-

* Yes—you'd heat with blows and whips a far hetter
man than voursell, BHut go yowr ways, amd ses what
will come of this night's wark. | have curses, have [ ?
—ifll Iuru,!,'ml shall hear them. [ have a bad meonethy
have [ '—youshall fecl . Hearken, Bill Hamgplhries !
1 am obd and weak, but | am strong encugh o come
i'n'u whers you are, amd whisper in yoor ears.  As what

say will do you no plessune, you shall kear in.”

And, iolienng forward (rosn her seat, she bent down
io the chair upos which he sat, and though he moved
away in am instant, he was ot quick enough to aveid
ihe momentary comtact of kor protraded and bag-like
Ii_p- with his ear, that shrunk from kb fouch as with an
inatince of it own. BShe whispered but two words,
and they were loudly encngh witored for Singleten 10
hesr aa well o mnph.!i-ua. # Your sister—HBella
Humphsies ™

The tooper started u;;ll.ti.{huhdhul shot ;

2
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lﬂgﬁﬂd he certninly was, and his oyes glared con-
fusedly upon those which she piercingly fixed upon
him with a hellish leer. She shook her long bomy
finger at him, and her body, though now erect, main-
imimed s waving motion jost as when sho haid beon
miated, H-bw-n:.rm! m & moment, he :u]rn:‘mul, oXe
claimimg—

“Yow old hag of hell ! what do you mean by thae §
What of Bella? what of my sister 1"

“Linggle—AGopgle—Goggle—ihat of her! that of
her 1™ was all the reply ; and this was followed by a
low chuckling laugh, which had in it something excesd-
mgly anpoying even o Singlevon kimsell, The troaper
was ferocsons, amd with clenched fist seemed about 10
sinke. . This, when she saw, seemed to & il
ker even & greater degree of resclaiion,  Instesd of
shrinking, she advanced, folded her arms wpon her
brenst, pnd there was % diep organ-like solemuity in
Yr tos as ahe exclatimed—

% Now may the veins dry up, and the Sesh wither,
and the sipows shrink, and the marrow leave the
bonea !  Birike the old woman, now, Bill Humphries,
—strike, il you dore

Singleton had already passed between the ies,
e Gl o Ao ittt ] o Wy
iigious effecy which ber adjuration ba apan
Lhe iroopar. Hiz form was fxed m the ldrlm:i..;

ition in whicl he stood when she addressed him,
fis lips were colourless, and his eyes were faspened
her own with n steadiness which was that of
paralysis, and pot of decizion, She, on the other hand,
weemed mstinet with life—a subtle, concentrated life.
'The A pEATRNCT n'l'd:':'rn[uilnﬂn- had gane, thin eye Thadd
stpomger fine, e limbe seemed o on the neln, amd
there was something exceedingly high and commanid-
iing i leer positson, A moment afver, she sank back
i her chair almost oxhsistel—ihe o exts parming
argund, having stood at her side, as if best o eo-
operate in her defesce, on the first appronch of Hums
phries.  He mow recovered from the superstitious awe
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which had momentanily possessed him; and heartily
ashamed of the show of vsolence o which her 8-
terious specch had provoked him, began to apolegeze
far it to Hingleton, %

® ] know 1i's . TINjGr, an wasnt exac im
my sober HME'JT:EI uﬂldrﬂ. have done it “"gﬂul.
thers"s oo [-uumg haw ahe rn.ni.lh‘.ﬂ:l jve ;A the fael
is, what she said warries me no litille mow § and [
mizsd know what she meant.—I say, mother—Moher

oy dol

r eyes were fixed upon his with a duoll, inexpres-
sive glare, that seemedl to imlicate the smallest possible
of COmSTITUSIEES.

" Bhe is now exhassted, and cannot usderstand voo ;
certainly mot 1o satisfy your inquires,” said Singletan.

The traoper mude ane or two eforis more, buk sha
refisned all answer, and showed her determinstion o
be silemt by tuwrning her face from them o the wall.
Finding wothing was to be got out of her, Singleton
placed beside her upon the chair & noe of the comi-
nental currency, of large amount bal for its depreciated
valus ; then, without more waords, they left the hovel fo
it8 wretchod temant, both much relieved npon einergin
mia the apen air. The H'I'ﬁﬂlr of the storm b
now grexily subsided ; the rain snll cominued falling,
however, aml, hupukn of any (arher discoveries of
the fugitive they had pursusd, and as rant of his
thln?ur £ t{ firs, they moved uEw“a.'rd
pushing for their bivouac at the head of the Sionce.



200 THE PARTIEAN.

CHAPTER XVI.

= Cammaed with him, asd frar not.  Foull thoagh Be L,
m ety s Kirsdned wille bis own,
thad mecuren i, ™

Tuey had mr:nl}rg%‘w from sight, when
aflered the dwelling. e old hag stared from her
soeming sk . and &l her festures underwent a
change.  Bla foslied wpor her son with all the fechle
drivelling of age; called him by various affectionate
diminwtives, amil busied herseld, in apileu-f!lur Imlirmis
ties, waddling about from cormer to corner of the hut,
o administer 1o his desires, which were by B0 medns
few. He, on the other hand, manifested the most
brntal imdiiforenmes 1o af! htrﬁlrﬁ. shook her off
rudely as ghe heng upon his shoulders, azi, with a bais-
beEpous menser, and o l[l-b-m’.‘l:l mpl-:d with an oath,
demandled his supper, 31 the same time throwing kim-
solf, with an nir of extreme indelence, along the bed.

“ Anal, Neldy denr, what has kept you g0 lats 1
Where have you been, and whence come you lass 1*
wors the popeated questions of the old woman,

< Atdrae it ! meother—will you never be done asking
q_nr::l:inan It's not so late, I'm sure ™
h:E.-lltr than you said; muech later, by two howrs,

W Well, if it is, what then ! It's well you have me
at g1l for I've hod A narrow chanee of it Swow ! bul
the billets rang over my ears W closs for comlart.”

“ You don’t say so, Ned! What! that stark; ball-
kead, Humphees, hos be shot st you, Ned, my son P

";‘I_{im o l:li;gl;will:, d—n ‘I-:_m! I;Iu-l LL'I:I‘I'E a hitch
on him now that shall swing him. He "poasum
no loager with Huck, if ;:IELL have a tﬁngﬁ f:';m.r
Lead, neother."



THE FARTISAN. 20

o Who—1! What sm I dndo, Nod, boy 7 Is it b
Bill Humphries in trouble I 5% that, 1 have the
mrt i do i, of it's only for his talk do-night”
= Yes, | heard iL"
“ Yol 'WIH. where were you, Ned ™
& There,™ ¢ pointed to the end of the hovel,
where, snogly concealed on the outside, his eye, pier-
eing through 3 hole between the logs, had witnessed
all that hhﬂuh-n place in the apartment while the
d ik
= And you beard and saw all ™ said 1be old womnn,
“ You hesrd his foul speech, and you saw him Lift his
hand 1o strike me bhecanse | ¢ o him as he des
served ! D ke dared not—no, he dared pot!  Buz
whio was (he other, Ned ™
“ His name's Singleton, and he's a major of the con-
tmnentals=—=ikat's all | know about him. He took ma
priscner with some others of Travie's, and [ joined his
wmr tlean fare worse, This gives m"rur.hmg
on sides ; for since I've joined we've b
work in skirmishing ; nnd down st Archdals Hall we
made & eplash at Huck's baggage-wagons, and got good
spail.  Bee, here's o walch—true !‘Dld..—'ﬂ'l.l thas
morming in & red-coat’s fob, s now in mine."
= Ii's good gold, and heavy, my son ;—will give you
yellow-bays enough,™
"j. s coubl we sell—<bat that®s the devil. It comes
from & British poeket, and we cas’t vemtores o offae it
1w any of their cobour,  As for the continemals, they
havent got any but their ragged currency, and that no-
wanis. W must Zh.-m:lp the watch for n good
clanees, for that and other reasons. [ wok it from o
prisoner by sleight of hand, and it mast oot be known
that I have it, on erher mide.  Procior would pumiesh,
and the young fellow Singleton, who has an eye like a
hawk, he would mot stop e give me a swinging hough
if be theughe ltuul: i I'nm ane of his prisoners.”
= Qive it 1o rml. i I'fl save yvoa that nsk."”
"Tw:hﬂldumunnﬂur. E«l the sup-
pere I'm hellish bungry, amd tired ous w tho chase
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I've bad.  A'deat 5t! my bones are clalled with the
mud aml wator.”

# There's a change in the cless, bay, beaida you.
et the wet clothes oil”

= 118 iop trouldosome, amd they only get wed too §
for | must start back 1o the camp direstly,”

Viat camp ™

i Bingleton's—down at Blick Fond on the Stonos
Bead, I must be thore, and let him see me, or he'll
:||.u-|1i.-|:i.-u'n ruu,:l.mlrrl.nﬂ.'u alf. You will have H}L"l.n:p tha
message Lo Proctor."

“ What, boy ! will you go back and put your neck
in d:np;-rr' Buppose b fisds you Tlll-ul.nl

o Wall, TN tell him the truth, so fr as the truth will
anawar the purpose of alie. Tl say [ came to see
h v amid, having done sa, have come back w my duty.

T T find Fault, for the EroopErs vary now
then stam ol withowt leave or license.  I'm ‘ondy a vol-
untesr, yon ama,”

“Take care, boy ; you will iry the long lane once
tog odton, J"]'m"é;lm'ﬂt vou, pow, | kpow from the
ackings of ithae follow Humplmu ; and him fca, the

other==what's lis pame '—'IE‘ tow, asked clnnlr alter
youw."

= Bingleton. 1 heard him*

# What SBingleton is that, boy ' Any kin to the
Singletons hereawsy in St Paul's

“Ma, | bolieve nol. He's from the * High Hills,
they say, though he has friemds at © The Oaks” [k
was ihers he went ioenight.  Buot the sepper, mother
—i# it all ready 1™

# 85 and eat, boy. There's hoecake and bacon, and
some cold eollamds.™

“ Any ram I he inquired, rising slaggishly from the
bed, apd approaching the hinle table which, whils the
preceding dialogee had been going on, his mother had
supgplied with the eondiments enamernted.  She handed
him the jug, Orom which, wndiluted, he drank (resly,
folbowing thoe stronger liguid with a moderate drang
from the gourd of waler which she handed him at the
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same moment.  While he ate, he muitered occasions]ly
ta hiz mother, who humg aronsd him all the while in
close attemlance, regarding the beameared, sallow, and
disfigured wretcls with as muoch affectson as if he had
besn the very choicest of all God's erestgres.  Such
is the heart, orring muumﬂhlly in its :pp:;priui.-uu of
:l!'l:l'l.l:ll.l‘]lll:l. which, lhuu,g inlri:ruil:nJI:ly oy may he
ralueless, are yet singulardy in proof of that care of
mtun-. wl-u: ranits m boing to go utterly anbless by

denies the homestead, however bowly,
lnﬁu nl' Il-l sondhing and it susshine.,

Goggle had eaen, aisd now, like & gorged snake,
he threw limsell smee more ab lengih pon the couclh
stnod i the comer, grambling, as b did so—

el i it! [ hate o goout again! Bt [ sose—1
mnst ko camp, 1o bliml Singleton; and as for
fht fellow Hom r.i:'l.hu.r:,'mp, maiher—I1 was m ithe
diteh by Cobunt's comer when e came upon mae, and
juat abowt o cross . They called out, and crack,
crack went their pistols, mml the balls Both tomes
whizzed closs ghove my hesd, Tt was then :h-u}rg!a
chase, and 1 lay close, amd hugged 1he hollow.  Sin
bon's horss stood righs scross me, and | expeeted
is hoofs every momment my back.”
* You dan’t say so, N i lad
“ Ay, but | do—bua thai’s not it. 'The danger was
same uru. 1 b siare, but even then [ could l=iaa—1
listen=I could hear all Ih:r lll.d and T had
reason to lisien, too, for it was of me Hnn-phm:
e. Il keen chap suspecied me 1o ba the man
chased, though they could not make me out ; and
F:l'l.-u of me.  Can you count up what he said,
mhar
# Na, Nedly ; how should 11
i What ! and you tell I"m'l.l:lu.n, too, amd bewitch, s
iknt nll of them call cattle-charmor, yot you ean't
iell what Bill Humphriea spoke aboat thon |
¢ Mo, supe nal - some foul speech, | reckan, consiil-
ering he spole it
* Ay, foul speech emough, il you knew. But the
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Tomg and shart of it, mother, is this, znd [ pat the qoes=
thon to you plainly, and expect you to asswer plainly—"

¥ What do yvou mean, my son T

# Ay, that's it—1'm your san, | beliove thazy bat tel]
ma, and tell me truly—who wag my father ! T was
of that that Humphries spoke.  He spoke for all 1be
eowntry foud, and somothing, toa, I've hoard of be-
fore. He said | was mo better than my fatlier ; that be
was & horsesthief, and, what was worse, that 1 had a
croas in my blood, Speak, now, mother—speak out
truly, for you see I'm i no pession ; for, whether it's
tran or mat, [ will kave it out of him that spoke it, bo=
fore bowg, some way or other, 1IN it's troe, so much
tho worse for kim, for [ can’t cut your throat,

—1 eaxn’t drink yomr Blocd ; bt what [ can do, 1 wi
aid that s, have the blood of the man that koows amd
apoaks of your misloings.”

That aflectionaie ienderness of masner which sha
had heretafore shown throughout the interviow, passed
away entirely with this inquiry of Goggle. She was
ni longer the mother of her som, A hapgand scom was
in every fenture—a hellish revival of angry passtons,
of demonisc hoto, snd s phreasied appetite.  Asshe
lonked ugon the inquirer, who, putting such a quesiion,

b 'In.:r.. arnl lu:em:ins wilhout amodion, lln“'i.ﬂﬂ:.r at

ngith upon the cosch, hor e seemed scarcely re-
stramable—her figure seemed to dilate in every pari—
aml, strstding acroas the floor with a rapid movement,
hoatile scomingly to wmllr unﬁsuhhd RpoAr-
ance al’ ker frams, =he ilarecily before, and leoking
down upon him=—

“ Al nre vou bent 1o hearken o such foul worda
of your oo molher, bringing them home o my ears,
when your bullet should have gone throagh the head
of the speaker 1™

“ Al in good vime, mother.  ‘The bulles abould have
goene theough his head but for an accident.  But it's
well 1t did not.  He would have died then in 8 moment.
When I kill him, sow, he shall feel himself dying, I
warrant,”
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%[t is well, boy.  Buch a foul speaker sbould have
u death of 1error—he doserves i

“ Ay, but thai's neither bere nor there, mother,—

have not answered my quesison.  Bpeak owl § was

borm lewfully 1

u Lavwfully |—and what care vou, Ned Blonay, about
ihe lawlulness or the uslawiulness of your binh—you
who hourly fight against the laws—who rob, who bum,
who murder, whepever @ chanee offers, apd exre not 1
Is it noa your pleassre 1o break the aws—ia live on
ihe puﬂ.l.u amil ihe properiy of otherz?  Whenes cams
the purse you b t here last wesk, bt from the
red=poat who travelled with you A a En'.-u'n.d and v,
&ll the time, receiving pay from bis people T Whence
came 1his waich vou just mow pat inte my hands,
but firom your priscoer ! and I:Iul: ol which u:n
for suppor, your own rifle shot it i :h-a HWIITA], &
you saw the douwble furk an ihe ear, amd the h\:r.Ind rr|'|
us quarter, which tald you it belanged 1o Squirs Wal-
pom, At The Oaks '—what do you care about ike laws,
then, that you would have me answer vour qnulpun i

“ Nothing ; 1 den't care thot for all the laws in the
conniry—not that ! But siill T wish to know the truth
of this mutber. 108 for ooy pleasame.  § [ike to know
the trath ; whether | mid it o not 12 another thing.™

" '!|.'|:|1.|r ﬂ:nlurr: hur—-!. I ph.l.rl.lm ' nml what i I
iell you that Humphries spoke troe—ithat you are—"

# A bastanl ! speak B ooi=1 wang to hear by amd i
will give Mo p‘mm—ﬂ-m: that which provokes me.
I can smile when ome does me an inpury—smile all ihe
time | bear it quirtly, for 1 think of the times when I'm
1o take pay for i You don't undersiaml this, perhaps,
amd [ can’t give you any redason o make it mone plain.
Hut s0 [ do—and when l'llrupl:ri:n had done :.Jmal:‘mgl
I wroublil have given something handsome to bave haad
i 1alk i1 over l.pun. When | have him in My pawer,
he shall do s0.™

*The Indian bleod {* was the invelentary exclama-
tiom of the old woman.

= [la? what's that, mother ™

Voo [—5
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= Ask me not.”

"'.ul}', bait 1 wall—I mist ; and bear me omce for sl
==you tell me the trutl, on the mstast, o yoe never seo
my faeo again. 11l go io the Indies with Sir Charles

ntague, that's making up aregument in Charlesiown
for that nuunl-.r].'.'

4 Bawarn, boy—aek me pot—any thing elee.  You
will hate me il Dell you,  You will leave me for aver.”
Mo —dow't bo sfmil  Come, spesk out, anid say
was my fathec's rame Blonay I
"B'DHI.E'I'H.I my lawiul husharml, l:u;r]', when yau
wirs born,” sakil thoe womsn, svasively.

. L thaat may be well nllun],h,"' he rn]:imedé;w
I bo mo som of his. Speak the truth, mother, and oo
two bites of & cherry,  Oug with it all—you can'y vex
me h1l." tellimg it.  Look herp—see thig wound on my
srn—whem it baoging to heal, T rub it ontil it usecars
and Erows red and angTy :p.:lin. I like I-I'mjn.irl af it.
I's strange, T know, bt s my pleasure ; and so | look
to be plessed with the siory you shall toll me. Was
Blonay my iniker 1"

“ He was not."

* (3ood '=whbio was 1

o fsk o more.”

HAy, bk 1 will =1 nsiist have 1@ all—as l-pn:l: an.”

“1 will ot speak it aloud—1 will wor. 1 fave
aworn i

w You must unswear . [ conmot be trnfed with.
You mzst toll me the seeret of my hirh, and all. 1
care wit hiw dark, ow Foul, how unlawiul—you mast
suppeess nothing. ‘This night must give me the knowl-
-edFe which | have wanted before—ihis might you speak
it freely, or lose me for ever,™

The woman paced the apariment cosvulsively, un-
dergoiikg, 31 avery RO, SO0 Bew 1ransslien, fom
anger aml impaticnce o cptreaty amd hambleness.
Now she denomnesd the curigsity of her son, and now
shio implored his forgivenoss, ut she cursed or im-
plared in vain. He lay m]llmd sluggishly, utlerly
unmoved, at lengthy upon the 1 }wﬂeu of all her
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words, and now and then simply assuring her thas
‘mothing woulbd suffice it the vrue naretive of a1l that s
wished o know, Fimding evasion hopeless, the ald
waoman seemed 0 recover her own codlncss and
strength with the resolve which she had takon, snd
after a little pause for preparation, she begun,

& " Ned Blonny, it i now iwesly=-nine Years since you
were horn—"

wMod quite, mother, not qaite,—twenty-eight and
somn seven monihs  Lot's see, November, you re-
member, was my binhday, snd then | was bot owenty-
eight ; bt go an, it's nol important—"

“ Twenty-gight or twenty-nise, it matiers nat which
—yoy wers bam lawfully the son of Jobn Blenay, and
as such be know apd believed you. Your true faher
was an Imdian of the Caitawhba nation, who passed
through the Cypross the year before on his way 1o the
i

= (7o on—the particulars,”

= hak ned thsi—nel they, bay ; 1 pray ye—"

4 ll—all,”

[ will nof—I casmet—it was my badwess, T will
net speak it aloud for workds™

* Bpeak 5t you muost, bt you may whisper it in my
ears. =

Bhe did so, passively as 8 were, and in a low 1one,
broken only by her own pauses and his oceasional
exclamations, she poured imo his ear & dack, foual
marrative of criminal inbercourss, chrnl'.t-d an Il.r:rptrl
by a diseased tibe, resulting, as it would seem in

whiEnent, in birth of a monster like himsebi
ek lie lastened to o, if not valy, ab least withous
Inylfmnl'trmlim ar K i!'rul'inn: amil as she fins
wshod, and herrying away (ron him tbrew hersall ise
harr ald sear, and coversd ler face with her handa, ha
IiEIF| thrust his fingers asio ike long hlack
hiair Eapnn-d'mg m'r'rfit oyis, which seemd io ¢
confirmatory evidence cnough for the suppert
tho story 1o which he bad listened. He made no
ather movement, but soemed, for & while, busy i reflec-



L THE FARTIZAM:

tion.,  Sha every now and then looked (owanls him
doubifully, and with an sspect which had in it some-
thing of apprebension. At length, rising, though with
an alr of effort, from his couwch, he ook a paper
irom his pocket which ho studied a litle whils by the
blaze in the chimney, thon approsching ber, he spoke
in banguape oiterly unaifocted by what he had heard—

. H-nrl‘. o Mattier ;| aliall sow go back o ibe camp.
In's womething of 4 risk, bt nothing risk, nothing gain g
amnl o | runia nak, % forsomething. 1 go back te blind
Singletor, for 1 shall well B all tho vraih shout my
commg bere. e won't do any thiggy more than scold
m livtle, for the thing’s ccnsman ; bat if e shold—"

# What, my son [—speak ™

“ Mo, e inuttered 1o himself, * o danger of that—
ha dare pot. Do vou come, mother,—came o SBlick
Fard by sunrise, and see what you can. You'll be abls
to prove | was with voa afier the storm, and thatll clear
me ; tien youcan go be Dorchester, make all haste, and
with this paper, seo Prosciar, and ] his owa
hands yoursell,  Tleeres some news im it he will ba
glado pay for.  Is telle him something abow the camp ;
and that aboot Col, Walton, shall make bim by (rom
The Oaks,' as an obil owl from the buming cypress,
Yo canalso iell him whnt yom see at Bingleton’s, and so
use your eyos when you come there,  Mined, o, if you
men Huck or anmy ol bz men, keep dark. He would
chouse you out of all the pay, and get the guiness for
himeell; s you mighs n’.llnl{u for your share"

He gave her a diny paper as he spoke, in which he
had carefully mated down every particular relating vo his
new service, the force, the deeds, and e camp of
Bingleton=—all that he rJ'll:lu.:hl would be of l'll-:u;l tha
cuomy. Hho heard him, but did not spprove of his
refiarn o the camp,  Tle conference with Bingleton
lllli!:lIJIIIPlII'iE'I., lagether with the unll.iluuiaﬂ] Imﬂ.i'lir_l,r
of the ber, had Gled her mmd with irouhlesoms aip-

hesions ; and she wammed her son secordingly ; bat

took Litile heed of her counssl.

* I'm bent vpon it, mother, for iUs a good businesa,
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¥ou come—ihat’s all, and say when and where you've
soon me wo-night.  Come soon—by sannise, and 10
get off clear, and stand a beter chance of being
trusted the commander.”

* And Bill Humpleries ™

#ARE he mest have bis swing,  Let him.  The dog

allows his legs at last, and so will bo. I only wait

time, and shall then shug up his moath in a way shall
bie a lessos o b for ever—in a way hie abam't .I"urgel:.
and shan't remember.  He shall feel me before lng.”

“ Amil e shall feel me ico, the reprobato ;. be shall
kmow that [ have s power, though he laughs at ie.”

"J::!m it, bﬁ;;ju ::Tk.. m;hur: lmﬂiljnl; ﬂwghl_yﬂ
avar the meon, & t & sboppy path for a shy (oof,
but it must be done.  There's some old humtfj:lpv
ing youder in the woods 3 he don’t ke being out any
more than mysell”

# Yoo will go, Ned ™ and the old wonsan's hand was
o his shoulder, He shoved it off with something of

. while ke answered —

“Yes, yong and be sure yiml come, amd 'rrhm:.-u'u
have holped me 0w of the scrape, go, oifl-hand, w
Proctor, Sec him—dos't 1ot them put you off. He
will pay wall and mot chouso you, for be's a true gen-
tleman,  Good-night—good-night."

Bhe watched bhim from the doorway until be was
completely lost from sight in the adjacent forest,

CHAFTER XVIL

Ml I Vs a5 depen fast tham Al
H -.-ﬁm'url:l: Hhair ﬁ.:'-."' .

Bmd::tuu anid Humplsries were hailed .1.?1“? ap-
proa the patrods, by the voice of Lance mm
thie youmger som of the Eu.m.i' g, He had va

g
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to Gl the post which had been deseried by .
He wodd them of his abeence, aml was gracified by
receiving from his commander a beiel compliment
upon s precision aml readmess.  Such approval was
grataful to the boy, coming from Singleion § for the
gentle manzer of tha lser had already won greatly
o his affeciions,  The boy, though buz (ifeen, was
msuly s learless, fall of ambition, amd very prom-
ising. He rode well, and could use his rifle al
with the bhest shats of the country.  The unsatled 1
of the partisan warrsor did net scem 1o disagree with
his tendler yonrs, s (e as ho had alresdy tred ot aed his
cheerless lormuanes, indeeld, almost domied kim the choles
aff any other,  Bull, though manly m most respects,
somothing of salness restsd upon kis pale eounte-
pamnce, which was soft like that of a girl, and quite
unlike the bronzed visngos comnun to tha suniny rogion
in which he had been i & lved, In addition 1
the Ir:.ﬂi.ng difference between himsell and the P!D[lh
of lig own condition sround lim, lis tastes were nat-
u::l."::r fine, his feeln dlelicate aml suscopsible, his
I pressiang seute IJ:.ElIHliHE- Ha melased to Major
Elgleton inwitively, as the mwanly freedom, nod case
of depurtment, for which his commnpsder was distin-
gaished, wers mingled with a grce, geatleness, and
I:'nmnt riety, to which his owi patore insensibl
guibod m lie salited tham, as we lave already
sad,with becoming modesty, unfolded his intelligence,
and then quietly sank back to lus pasition.

Humphries did not seem much serprised ab the
imtelligence,

“hs | expected,™ ha said; © its the wature of the
bedst. The fellow wis a bam :h:uﬂ. anid e will ﬂ.ip
ore. There's no mamling that sort of animal, magar,
nnﬂl thore's lidtle nse, saipe danger, b0 wasto Ling
on 1"

¥ How long is it, Lance, since his departure became
known to Lisutenant Dravis T was (e inquiry of Sins

gleton,
“ Not o hali-kour, sir, When Lisutenant Davis
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wert the rounds, sir, io relieve Bim, the place was
empty, and be sexl Goggle must have gone before
the storm came up.”

© Had you tke storm here, Lance 1" inguirea] Hum-

L1

= Mot moch of it sir. Tt swept more to the laf,
gnill st have been heavy whens i wont, for the roaring
6l the wind was louder bere than it felt,  The irces
doubled & lithe, but dida't give—only some that had the
heans caten oml.  They weni down, air, st the first
pash of the horricane.”

Bingloton conferred briefly with Humphries, and
tien despatched the boy to Lhavis, with instructions 1o
|1h.r.'n tha riy m moving order 'I1:|.' sunrisc==ihe two
afficera, Fding more slowly in the ssme direetion, coa-
ferred upon fuisre arrangemenis.

% That fellow’s ahsence, Homphries, will compel va
o change our quarters, [or his caly object mast be o

the news 1o Dorchesior ™

4 That's it, for connin, major; anil ihe sconer we
meove the beter, By midday te-mormw, Proctor and
Huck, aid the wholes of "em would be onour haunches,
and we only a mouhful, A #an by the time the san
aquinis omn tha pens iops, s, wiuld dio na 1!..:‘!1: and
ahen, i you move up e Monderie's old camp at Bacon's
bridge, it will be far encugh to misguide them for the
present.  From the bridge, you see, you can maks the
swamp almost sl any moment, ool vet i% not so far
bul yau can get 1o The Oaks® sson as ever Proctor
turna back upon Dorchester.”

® What foree has ha there, ithink yoa T

s Mot enough to go far, sir, or stay oot long.  The

iman's but slim, and Heck i= for ilis up coumry, 1
hiun say. He may give you & drve bafors he

o for he ia mighiy ml£ to please Proctor ; bt

he goes by Mook's comer, and so on up o Nel-
som's forry ; and i will be ous of his way to sol upon
you al Moaling's,” ;

o doea he take (bhat route, whea his coursé s
far tho vk 17
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“Ha! sir, you den't know Huck. He's an ofd
scout, and kpows where the best picking lies, He
goes along’ that route, sir, shimmang it like so much
crean 8% b goes ; and wo to tho housekeo per, loyadist
or whig, that gives bin suppor, and shows him toa
much plate. Huock loves fine things ; and for that
Taatier, plundur of any kind never goes amiss with &

BudY.

“'T'rue; and the coarse be lakes through Sumier,
ﬂmn him spail encugh, il he dares touch ity but

arion will soon bo s Neleon's, whore wo hope w
meel him. Lol us mde on pow, and see o our moves

“ Wuh wour leave, now, major, Fll go back v Dos-
chesior.™

“Wilh what ohject ™

i Wihy, sir, only, as one may say, 1o corse and gait.
Thai rnseal l.:-ug e will be i Procier’s uUATIEFA h:,r
daylight, aml will sosn have a preity story fur the
cobowel. | must try and get there before him, so a8 0

n lictle tho Blow, Simes i€ mus codne, it nesda'y

come on snybody’s head but mione ; and if [ can keep
my ol father from trap, why, you see, sir, it's my
borm duty o do s0.”

“ How will you do tha ™

w100 tell you, sie.  Dad shall go to Prostar before
2:{.;1-, and shall denounce meo himself, He shall

o something out ol the Englishaan by his lovaly,

and ohowse Gogple at the same oo,  Besides, .-ir,]{:
will be alde to toll & iruer story, for be shall say that
wo've gone (rom the Swooe, which, yoa know, will
i Uhe case h_qr thai frmc. o, il he leoks for us thare,
as l'-i-ng&l!n will ndvise mm, the old man will stand
better than ever in the gm-ﬂ graces ol I‘.h..-ﬂ“ﬂ,;
anil will ba bettor able o give us istelligence, and
help our canse™

* But will your fathor like sucha mission 17

“ Like it, major! why, aint I his son—dis onl
son—and won't he do, thiok you, what I ask him? Te
be sure be will,  You will sec.” Cay,
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* The plan is good, and reminds me of Pryor.  You
will see him, asd hirry his meeruiting.  Say to him,
from me, how much Cal. Marion expects from him, as,
indecd, the letser [ gave him has already porsusded
him, Remind him of thae leqter, and let ldm read it
TR - This wall p'lr:.l.-ﬂ lsim, =nd I o mow
efforis, shoulld e prove dull. Bt thEiFl qaEiet—
mothing tpatient, Gkl Colone]l Walton 1= propared to
siar. Dn:i.' kecp in readimess, and wait the signal
For voursell, when vou have done this, delay nodhing,
and risk nothing m Dorchester.  You have no pl:ﬂ. i
found out ; and they will hang you eif-hand as soon as
takei. Follow 1w Bacon's brades ns soon as p\:lulh-lf:.
and |I"Em|. fil ma not thero, | am oither in the s
ar m ihe sowl wwards the Edisto ; possibly :m
road to Parker's forry. 1 wishto keep moving o baffls
any parsmt.’”

Protraeied but linle longer, aml only the beiter 1a

rlect their several plans, the conference was al
ength concluded, nnd the 1wo separsted | the one pro-
eoeding 1o his bivosac, and the other on his jourmoy
of penls along the old irack leading 1o the bridge of
Dorchestor.

Bingleton had scarcely resumed command af his
squad before the fugitive Gogale stood before him,
with & countenance cold and impassive ar ever, aml
wilth &0 &ir of asgwrsnes the maost BAsY ol melf-antie.
fiede  The oyo of the partissn was concentraed
him with & searching glance, sternly amd calmly, bat
he shrunk not beneath iz,

“ You have lefi your duty, sir—your post; what
leave you 1o say I
_ The offender frankly avowed his error, but spoke
in extenuation

“ The storm was coming up, sir ; nobody was gain
to droubde us, and [ thought a lisdle I:rn':{ to the ol
wonsan—iay mother, sir, that is=—woull do oo harm,"

“You were wrong, sir, and most be punished
Your duty was to obey, not to think. Licutesant
Davis, 2 corporal’s pn.ri "
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Goggle looked somewhat astounded st this proampe
mevement, and urged the measare & precipiate and
umiisial.

4 Pud, major, the troopers go off contimmlly frem
Col. Washinglon's troop, when thoy want %o see their
famifipge—""

# The greator the pecessaly of arFrosting it Im 00rs 3
but you will make wyour plea ot merning, for with the
suinse you shall be oxamined.”

Tho guard appearcd, aisl as the terch amed above
the head of ihe l'u.gl.ii'n:-1 H'irlj'lnhn orderesd him o be
searched pagrowly,  With the orler, the ready soldiers
seized wpon and bownd him.  His nife was withdrawn
fram his Erasp—a Insure imexpressibly ann :ma: I:i;r
the offumder, na it was a favourito wospon,
wxcellent skat with it In the clozs search 'lr!unl:l h'
underwent, his knife, and, indeed, everything m his
!'mmi&u. WS cnrrful]]r wilhdﬁh'l'l,tlnl had reasen
o congratulate himscll upon the bmely deliv of
ithe u:E:-h witch o his mother ; for the prisoner From
whom it had beon taken had already announced its
lossy amd had e beon found wpon the thied, it would
have boen matter, under the stern policy pursued by
Hingletom, for instamly hurrying him to seme one of
the thoaisand swinging boughs overhead. With the
clear daylight, & coert martind a2 the drom-head sat in
Judgment om the prisoner.  He told his story with a
compusure that would have dome credit to inmocenece,
There was no comrsliction in his parrtive,  Sin-
Eleson ed sumlry guesiivas,

= Why did you not stand when called to 1™

Sl was bal one, mapor, il you were 1woe ; and
whun the Brush and wries are thick abowt us, it
stanids 10 reason thn-1 i was them cnlling, T dida's
AL by ve direci

“oand why dul you noe eed directly e
miilsie’s T why let so muchﬁ:f:u l:|'||:|. anmrm
pursun and your appearance o3 her ca

] lay elose alier they had gome, rhl_pr.. for 1 deda
know that they had done looking alier me.™
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Prompt and ready were his soveral responses, and,
apart from the initisl olfence of leaving his pos,
noilving coubl be ascerained calculated w0 convict
him of any other error. In the mean time he ex-
hibaied w0 more imterost in the scene than in the mpos
nrﬂim}' matler. One side of his body, 28 wes §is
wonit, rested wpon the other ; one g Of case,
and his hoad, sluggish like the rest of bis person, was
bemt over, 5o s bo lie om his left shoulder. At this
stage of the proceedings, his mother, whose RExiet0s
had beon greator an the subjoct than those aof her son,
oow made her appeamance, tering towands the
group with & step in which energy and Freblensss
wers strapgely umited.  Her first wonds were those of
reproach 1o Singleton :—

* Naw, wherelore, gentleman, do you bind the boy t
Is it because be loves the old woman, his own mother 1
Oh, for shame ! s a crnsel shams o do sa ! Will you
mot leazo the cord I

Bha hotbled over 1o the placs where hor son stood
aloae, amd her booy fingers were for & moment busied
with ihe thongs, as if she strove to rolease him.  The
prisomer himself twisted from her, and his repulse woa
mot confined i his action.

o ASkeat in, meother ! have deme,  Say it out what you
know, and dene with 5"

= What can you say, dame, in this matter 7 inquired
Bingioton,

& I my =6 ot e Wikl mprl--l'L‘:: a guuli somy B
me—will you pot looes him I

= He has dono wrong, dame ; he has lell his post,
anid ks neglected s duty.”

s e came to see his molther-<his old mother; 1o
bring het comlart, for ho Lad been long sway, aml she
lonked for him—she thoaght e had had woong, Waa
there harm in this '™

“ Nome, oaly & le bal other duties, not less impor-
iamt, which he sacrificed for 1t. Bat say whal you
know."™

She did o, and confirpied his story ; was heard
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patie throvgh, 2 somowhat tedicus namative, in
whlﬂ:':u{u own feolings, aml & strange slww of love
for the midiferent savage, wers -udl]l.:.rlllendzll with the
eircumstances which abio todd.  Theugh nnavasling o
save hin from |1m1il]|l'r|.l11|i, tha evalence of his n rl",
and her ohvinas Tegard, had the effect of modifying is
severity,  "The eourt found him puilty, and sen-
temewsdl him to the lashe.  T'wenty lashes, sml an im-
risopnend in the diseretion of commaniber, were
creedl as his puntshment,

A long howl=—n shriek of demomiac energy—{rom the
ald woman, az sho henrd the doom, rung in the sans
af the pary. Her long shinny finger waa wplifted
vain lhrﬂh.'niug!. msd her line moves in va ndjmrn-
tions and corses,  Siegleion rogrettod the necessiy
which made lim sancteon the decres, hat ﬂmp[-u was
necessary in the lax sinie of discipline at ihat G
ﬁﬂ'l'ﬁﬂ'im; throughow the country, ~ Baricn, whoe was

imsell just amd infexible, had nmde him o disciplin-
BRI

“ You will pot say * Yes' 1o this," ened the eld
woman 1o Bing]ﬂum. “Youm zre W g‘mllt.ru:ln.. amd
your wonds are kiml.  You will forgive the boy.™

“1 dare not, dame. The pamshment is al
slight in comparison with thal wually given for an
offence so likely to be futal ns this of which your som
has heen gnih}l, Ha miwss aehmin.™

The ald woman raved I'ur'mnﬂ_}', kot her sen rebidked
her. Hin eyes were thrown up obliquely 1 the com-
munder, und the expression of his fice was that of a
sneaking defiance, na be modely emoiugh checked her
11 heer demmeintions,

* Hold wwague, mother—a'd=t il Cl.n't:rm.l. thank
the gentlemen for their fmyong ™

& couple of sodifiors sira leim wp ; when, havi
fErak I:ll:l:F"]n ol his omier jlﬁ:. nne ﬁl’ ibom, ‘_erf
S finiin whq:-l.rurwhil'n, ||m1mn-:r|mﬂﬂu.|u the sendence,
while the ohl woman, almost in danger from the lash,
pl'ﬂ-“d :h_ll:"l-}' 1 the eremimal, now dﬂrrmm:i.q; and
now imploriag the court ; at oo moment shasing her
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soai for his folly in retuming o the « and the mext,
with salt wars renaing down I:urﬂ:r:l;und choeks,
lulkinlln sosoth amd condole with hin in hi;uﬁhr'mg
They woulll have remaoved hor from the spot before
punishement began, but she threw hersell upon the eanh
when they Hln:l];ed ity and would rise whes
they forbore the offort.  He, the crimbnal, was as im-
passive 88 ever. Nothing seemed io iwuch him, citber
i the ishment be was bo receive, or the seonizi
sensations which he wilnessed in his mother,
which were all felt in his behall.  He helped the sol-
digrs 16 remave his vost, aml 'rr:ldll]' turnedd lus back
towards them, while, obliquely over his shoukder, his
huge staring eyes were tumed to the spot where Sin-
gheton sood, with glance averted from the scene of

IEI'I‘IITLI i

'I']m?nl siroke was followed by a piereing shriek
from thir old womnan—a bivter shrick nmil & curse; bat
with tha stroke she began counting the Hows,

# et ra =——ler enumeniion pe u.ll.'l:r -
kem by exclamnations of omne sort ar asother—now of
paty, naw of bornor, denunciation, and the most impotent
exprossions of paralytie rage—in soma such phrases as
tho Following :—" The poar boy i—his metlser never
'I'h:ip]]#d him!—l]'lu:F will murder b be—two—{or
he come 1o sen hor—three—was ever the like to
whip a son for this | —four—Gol curse them! God
cursn them '—fve—I can curse, too, that | can—Lthey
shall feel me, they shall hear meo !l —aix, seven—tlat
is eight—nime. Uh, the wretches1 b bear up, Ned,
bear up—it is hell over—that i3 ten—imy poor !
Ols, do not sirike se hard! Look! the red on
shirl—it 15 bosd! Oh, wretches! have you no
m:r.!,f!—it:iu nyost ﬂ.unb—ﬂum, IMHGPI Hell
hlast you lor ever |—that was twesty.  Why did you
strike amother? | earse you wih & black curse for
that siher steoke ! You mpgged imp !—you vile pole-
cal |—I curse you for that siroke ™

"ﬂ:u exXccyiion was over. Uﬂﬂihﬂhiln; o ihe rﬂ.
though the swrokes were sevorely dealt, the criminal

Vor. L=T
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had bomie them.  He looked the very imbedimens of
callosity. His mimcles wers neither composed nor
rigid during the operation ; amd though the fesh ﬂII-_.
dontly Fels, the moed of the wreteh seemid to have
tnde o change. Belore e conld et be (oeed
from the cords, his mothers arms were thrown anound
hien ; =nd though be strove to shake ler off, amd shrnk
from hor embraces, yet she persisted, and, with & child-
ish fomdness, she strove, with kind wenls, while halr-
ing him on with his jeckes, 1o console him for his
sulforings,

* And you will go with me now, Neddy—you will
go froon these erool men T

&1 eanmed, mother; don't you know Pim se be usder
guarnl so lang as the magor chooses 17

¥ He will mot=—von will not tie him again g you will
let him go pow with his mothor.”

Bhe turnesd 1o Singlelon as she spoke ; but his oye
refused her ere his tongue replied—

“ He will be in custody for twelve boars ;@ and let
me say b vou, dame, that for sach an eifence his pum-
ishment is n very slight one.  Marica's men would
siffer twa bumlred lashes, and somothing nsore re-
straimt, for the same crime.”

“ Godd eurse him ! she said, Wuery, a8 she agan
approached ber son; with whom she conversed apart.
IH whizpoped but o word in For onr, sl then farmed
away from her; sl leoked after him o moment, as
the Eunrﬂ marched im més the rear, bui her i
was uplifted townnds  Singleton, and the ferce
shooting out from her gray eye, aml moviag in the
dircetzon of the pointed finger, was bong after remem-
bared by him-  In & few moments more, she was
gone from the CAmp, and, with a d-:;'ru ol :1:.|li¢il.r
scarcely :'mnq'rnrlilr'g with ker yeurs, was trudging fass
Vi wil. e Bt iy de

‘ailkiig vk ¢ hasl fairly Singlelon ai
lemgik lefl his lodpe on the Stoaoe, ;ﬁnigm LFace
af his sogourn but the dying embers of his fires, he led
ths way s s tho l]l:i-l.g,nalud enCampme 2t Pacon's
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Bridge. This was a fow miles above Dorchestor, on
the same river, and immedistely contiguons s the Cy-
Bwamp. An old bsuery and bartscks, buil by
Moualtree, and ‘urmﬂ'l}' s stalion, prorio the
siege of Charlestown, furnished a mach more comfor-
mble plico of aboade ihan that which he had juse vaca-
teel.  Here he took that re which the wils of the
last twenty-four hours rmm absolutely necessary.

CHAPTER XVIIL

Lt By pulse bomd & siroks 1he moer or e
Amed shie wege blasmed, | will stand by This ;
My judgment ia hes foar™

Lxaveno Singloion a8 we have sean, a8 soon as the
absence of Goggle from camp was certaimly known,
Humphries hurried on his returming routo 1o the village
of Darcheator. Cool and caleulanpg, bt coursgenis,
the msk which he ran was far from inconsidsrable.
How could he be sure he was not already suspeeted ;
how kpow that some escaping enemics had not scen
and given imalligence af his presence among the
rebeks ; aml why should not the fugitive be alresdy in
the garrison with Proctor preparing tho schemes which
wern o wind sbout and secure ham ! These questions
aver ross in his ‘mind s e sarveved his siuatian
and turmed over lis own inbentions Eul though strang
cnough as dowlts, they were sal enough to tum him
from a F.l.rﬁul:lw!li.d: h.vul]-eculﬂ.lluﬂld B.I!Hil.l-ml'l.l.l-.. if
not ahsolutely pocessary, He dismissed them from
hiz ihoughts, thorofore, as [ast aa they came Ha
was a e quite oo bold, o cuterprising o be ddis-
coura driven from his plans by mere suggestions
of risky and whistling, as he went, a merry e, he
dashed forwand through the wooda, and wns soon oul
of the bush and on the main road of the route—nod
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far from the epot where, in the pass of the storm, they
had stumbled upon the half-blosd, Bloaay.

Thi tres which tha lighining had stricken just besida
the path, was still in flame. The rain coukl not
quench it as the riel Lighiwood, traced lhmghﬂm
cavity of the bark by the greedy fire, fumishes] a
pot casily extinguishable. ‘The fums leked nlong the
sides, @t intervals, aplocllike, ap and down (roem top
i irenk ¢ at one moanent, losk from oae p]u.-nu—lbﬁ nekly
Furicusly daring wpon aunthor.  Tis bluze showed him
the track through the hollow 1o old Meher El g
aml, 05 be beheld 5, a swdhlen desire Tm
enee mird W book inte the dwelling of the old womnn.
Mo was strangely fascinated i s direction, pafiice-
Inrly as ho remembered the equivocal mature of the
threal which sho had seresmed in his ear in regan s
his =ister.  ©Goggle, Gopgle, Goggle!™ A shiver
ramn 1l|rn1|!;h lan fraume as e th-unghl upon e

Alighting from his horse, he approached the hovel,
higched :huf:rrimal o a hanging bough, amd, with
ns Ii.ght n footstep as B q'uinrJ].' n.ppmn;n'ln:l
the entrance.  Pecping trongh an apermee beiween
the leose logs he gazed upon the inmate.  There, still
in her seat beside the fireplace, she kept up the same
cromng mavemment, b0 and fo, maintaining ber balanes

mﬁ o yet fast naleep all the while. Somctimes
or rocking woukl he broken with a siart, hm
Tl -t fir possssaed her; anl though her dog
once of twice ol the l.pp:rm-:-]n ol the stranger, thix
imberrupiion in her seesaw was bot for & moment, and
an iwcoherent mirmur indistinetly utbered, anly
coiled]l her oo & inlo xilencs and slumbar as belops,
Beside lvor lay her iwin ests—iwin in size though not
i ealonr—a mnnstrois patr whase :1.-u:p emmlated that
of their masiress. Tk a bench belore her, (:Tu,rlr
distinguishable in the firelight, Homphries noted her
travelling bundle with a stafl rn h it This
imlie her tinerant habits, aml hiz conclusion WILE,
that the olid hng, wha wanidered aanlly from plantation
to plantntion, from bovel to hovel, protembing 1o care or
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charm away disease, and taking large collections in
wotarn from the charitable, the ignoriat amd superstitsons
alike—bind made her prepartians for anearly journey
v the lnhrﬂihﬂ;. While he looked, his ows a||[u:|m|_.-
tigus fancies grew active ; and, & cold shiver which he
could nok escape, bt of which he was heartiby ashamed,
came over him, and, with a hurried step, e darted away
lﬁmtbu-uﬁllum.pllim ol n pictl.lrn he comld Thm.rqg_qrrl
in other light than na one horrible snd uahaly.
ies was mot the slave of a feebls aml childis
supsrstition, bus the nsoral infleences which affect the
uneducated. mind, commonly; had their due force on
hie. Tlo secrot cause is always mysterious, nnd com-
awanly producos mui:g and ¥ fears in the

bosoma of all that class pu?luw efigage in Do
thnughts those called for by their everyday
aphere aml business. Bo with him—he had doubis,
and tn proportion with his ignorance were his appro-
Bigrsions. Ig:anlrbm: 15 of al H'Ei:lgl tha muost appire=
heasive in nature. He knew not whether she could
have or not the power that she professed, aml his active
imsagination gave khor oll the benefitof hisdoubt.  Sull
he aal mot fear. Mo one who kiew his osually bokd
eharaeier, hiz recklossness of lplul:h and action, would
duem him Liable 1o any fear from such mfwences as
were suppased o belong to the withersd tenand of that
im0 lwied el=and wyel, when he thoaght upon ke
chearloss life which she led and seemed 1o love—when
he asked himself what might be its pleasures or s
solace, he could not avoid feeling that in its anti-social
evidencis lurked the best proof of s evil maiure.
Wherefore should age, poverty, and feebleneas, ily so
fur, and look 0 harshly upon, the whaole world aroand
it! Why refuse its contiguity P—why deny, why
shrink awny from the proapect of its comfirs aml s
blessings ! Why ! unless the mood within was hos-
tile—unless its practices were unfriendly to the com-
mwan good, as they were foreign 1o the commen habie, of
hamanity T He knew, i . ikt Furn:ﬂlﬁuml}' at all
timea suliciently account for isobation— an aduba
T2
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sensibility may shrink from that contact with the
o] ﬂii—:h may, and doos, so frequently beotray or
swwound it ;- and he also well knew that thers 8 no sym-
pathy betworn gond and bad forume, except as the omo
15 apt tix desite that survey of the other which will beat
onabie it 10 comprehond tho seperior bemefis of ia
own position,  But that old woman bad mo sech semsi-
bilities, amd her paverty was nol greaber—nol =0 great;
indesd, &5 that of many whom he knew beside, whe

yet clang to, and & toghare soma of the ties aml -

:rr:!;qull af socHity, ||: uihlessed the wordds
gooils, amil entirely out of the Iﬂ:r a redecming
formg,  Did le wot aleo know that she sxulied in
ihe thonght that she was feared by those around her,
andl studiously inculeated the belief ameng the valgar,
ihat she esird mitributes which werse dangorous
and ushalyt Her very pride was an absmination 1a
Twmanity, as her chiel source of satisfaciion seemed
o lie in the exercise of erd unwholesome  and
annoving to man.  No the bood grew cold and
cupifled in the vema of the blum coom us ha
thought wpon these matters.  No wonder that he
Tun-rﬂln.ﬂ].' to kin horse, with a rlp:'ll.il:g' hi&s would not
hiz cnemy should see, from & spot over which, ss his
mnind dﬂEII:iEdu the subject, sach an infernal atmas.
phere se o brood amd gather. ‘The bark of the
ilog na the hools of his charger ot upon the groend
:ﬁln T harried along his path, starded more completely
ihe old hag, who hall rose from her seat, threw
her heml 1o listen, then, peshing the dismem
brands of her fire together, composed bersell once
marn in her chair to =loep,

The evening of the day upon the hissory of which
we have been engaged, had been rather remarksbls in
the aonals of the * Royal George.™  These hal been
much to disturk tho wators, and, wo HH auld, the apirits
in that imporiant domain.  “There bad been a partinl
llfl-il-!r'll:l-; of amcient Bes——ia violation of soeneime
sacred pedipes, sn awkwand collision of various mters
osis.  ihe ensuing Monday, SBerjeant Hastings, of
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whom weo have already seen either oo much or too
, wis 1o take his departure with the potorious
Huck to join Tarleton on the Catawba, The
interval af tine betwesn the present and that fixed fog
this, #0 impariant, remove, was ezceedingly brel;
bhlll]l.j, and that a hnlfdl.y, intervened—and then
farcwell to the rum pumch, the i coquette, and
the pleasant company nF the * Royal George.” The
was a melancholy one 1o all parties. “The
ferred the u.p.l}'iil'n. ihe gqnd COMELIY, the
m;il.';u-ﬂr of the tavers, and there were other and
lees homowrable ul:l!]uu vob in his mind, umsmisfed,
amd as far from realization as over. B‘-quHinnﬂm-u
b too Little regand for him really to become his victim,
theugh le had spared no effor to that enl.  On the
cuikraTy, E:dmd had latterly grown peevish in some
respecis, he eould elearl eive, thoogh the
cause remained unknown, ﬂm}rhﬁluﬂm nﬁr her
"ﬂ'll dacllnmg His assumption of authority, his vio-
his too great familiarty, bad won-
dnrfull'_i' ]mm hor rogard 3 and, if the wruth must be
known, Jeha Davis was in rﬂ.hl. :|| her
catpom than sho had been mrmg o Ackeow]
l-:mu to that persomage or 1o hersell.  While Davia
about the tavern, a mnmu,g: aml peevish lover,
wnmhnhn.g i her comeoit while neknowledging her
powes, sho was pot anwilliag, with all the thoaghtless-
ness of & weak girl, to trife with his affections; bt
m:rlhlthnhnd el hi}n:ﬂi,ut:;ﬂl:;d l'ﬂlr EVEF,
began 1o comprehend ler awn wn lament
it. Hubh a conscisnsneas led her 19 a more closs
Examination of Hllun;g'l pretersions, and the resal of
hioe analysis wos quoite enfrvourable io that
His many defects of disposition and character, his
vilgarity, his impisdence, all grew remarkably promi.
ment in her eyes, and he could pow sce that, when
b would say, in a manner meant o boe allering —
“ Harik'ew, Holl. my besify—gel us & swig, preity
puur.'du and not 100 strong o the lemon, and not
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toe weak o' the Jamnica, anid nat 100 scant considars
ing the quamtaty,"—ihere was no swesl clasticity in
the uttorance of = Yes, sergeant, cerlain—coming,”
coupled with s gracioas smile and o quickness of
msbvement that left the tme betwoen the order and
its instant execution & space pol peresptible even 1o
that most impatient person, himsalf. could (el
ik -ﬂnﬂr now, as the ime allowed him was
brief, opportunities few, he hurried himsell im
devising plans for the beuer success of a design upon
her, lang entertained, of a character the most vile and
nifarions,

But hia bill remained unpaid ; and ithis was the worst
feature i the sight of our landlord.  That evening
{Baturday) the worthy poblican had ventured to suggest
the fEet o the disregarding memory of the sergeant,
who haal, with the otmast prompiness, cvaded the de-
meand,  Some words had passed betwesn them—old
Hunphrieshad been rather more spirited, and Hastings
ruthir meors insclent ihan usuml ;o and the latter, 1o
soarch of eonsclation, malbe his way into the inwer
room where Bella officiated, T erown his discontent,
his approach was witerly annoticed by that eapricious
damsel. He dashed away in dudgeon from the bouss
i an early hour, certainly less regretted by the maid
ghan by ghe master of the inm.

Huch had been tha Immﬁm ol the evening of
that nipht, when, at a late hour, n:lplm'u-l: lppq'-nlﬂmﬁ
the dwelling of his faber. The house lay in perfect
slralow as e drew nigh the ooter buildings, in the
rexr of one of which he cml'ul]:" secured his lorse.
‘Ile meon, ohscured duaring the early part of the ave-
nmimg, and dim throaghout the mnight, had now sunk
wostering so far, that it faled 1o touch entirely the
closo sml shelioped cowrt in fromt of the house,  As
ha drew nigh, maving a im the deepar shadow of
the fence to the rear of the dwelling, for which he had
a key, he stared. Was it a footstep that reached his
ear? He squatted 1o the ground and listened. He
wiis Bod deecived.  The imdestinet outline of & man
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clofle under the ]pluu-.m apparest.  1le soemed
busied in some laboar which he parsued cautiously,
anid 1m t silence.  Humphries could soe that be
1o thn grownd, and thal in ibhe pext moment,
hiz arma were extended. A few sccomds pfior and
the of the man seamod o riss in air.  The
whtcher could no bonger be mustaken.  Already had
the nightstalker taken two steps upon the ladder which
hie had placed agaiast the house, when Huempliroes
bounded forwurd [rom his ;1|=|:r al watch. Hizs soul
wak on fire, for he saw that the object of the swanger
was the chamber ol his sistor, the windows of which
looked eut wpon the piazz, and were all open, as was
useal in the sommor nights. The look of the old
. her strange wards utlered as & threar, grow strong
in his mind, and he pow seemed 1o onderstand them,
Dieawimg his dirk from liis bosom, the ooly weapon b
haal ventured 1o heing with him (rom the stable, in the
fosdlder of which he had hidden luis gabre and p 1.I:I1l-| e
rushed furiously towards the burglar.  But his move-
meind had beon too precipimie for soecess ; asd with
the first sound of his feet, the maruder had drop
from the ladder, nml taken 1o his heels i
atart in hiis favoar being considerable, gave him a vast
advantage over his pursuer, for, though swift of foot,
metivie, wnd spurred on by tho fercest feelings, Huom-
phiries failed 1o come up with him. A moment after
ithe ﬁ.lgitin:hnﬂ hupml the fenee, ihe dirk of the former
was driven inlo that past of i over which his body
had passed. The villain had escaped.

Gloomy mddi?m'-ud. tha hrother retursed io
e spot, and calm 'irl.lpuzhud the premises. Pain-
fally and dl'{lﬁ" hepsive wera his thoughts, a8
he surveyed the ladder, and the open windows abave.
Kut for kis I.i.rn-ul:." arrival there would have been little
or no dificelty in effecting an emtranes,  1Nid the
wrelch seek 1o rob! That was the hope of Hum-
phrics.  Cowld 1t be possible that his sister had fallen T
was she & victim, privy o the design of the feloa T or
iid Ioe only new, for the first time, seek her disheneur T
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He knew that she was weak and childish, bt be also
believed her inmocent.  Could she bave looked for the
coming of a paramour | “The unchsiructed windows,
the unbroken silence, the confident procesding of the
man himssl—all would seem o strengthen the
damning idea which sow possessod his miml § and
when lus pe uall recurring thoayght 'hrnu.;hl. bo i
the piciore of the vu-il hag, lver hellish glare npon bim,
and ler mysierioss threat—a theeat which now seemed
o longer mystersous-—the drealisl apprebensions
nlmost grew inn ceriminty,  Thers was but oae, s
that a partial mode, of ascertaining how e te gidl
was guilty of participation in the design of the stranger;
ie),srih thin thieight, Hausghirins #t ‘st nacucudad e
ladder which he threw dows afer him. From the
F'um e maxde his way 1o the Elrr: chamber.

A light was burning in the fireplace, dimly, amd with
no power 1o serve himowhers i stood.  He seized i,
abmwost convilsively, inone hand, while the uplifoed dag-
ger was baro in e othor, and thus he approached the
coach where she lay. He boll e hight above, 5o
that its glare touched not ber eyes, and he looked down
il hum. Bhe hy]ﬁrﬁug.hmﬂf, sweotly,
wiili o rrutlon like o = swelling eguah
her bosom. m:e Was m;ﬂr. i ::E:r.,q ]{E:
rousd, fair face wore a soft, smiling expression,
showing that the consciousness within was not ong of
su'h. One of hor arme hung over e pillow, her

wek resting wpon it the other pressed slighily her
Bosom, as naturally os if there bad been a throbbing and
di feoling heart under it The brother looked,
and as be loked, he grow satisied. He could pot
doubt that sleep; o was the sleep of inmocence, A
waoight of nameless, of measureless werror, had been
taken from his soul im that survey § amd natare claimed
relief in n food of tears.  “T'he fell om the check
af the 7, and sho atartoed, ith the movemest,
he b:;H'HIEIIlH daggen, not, however, before ber eyes

ehd iv
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& O, William ! brother, dear brother? is it you?
and—the knife ™

Hhe had canght his bamd in her ferror, and amaze
and bewiklerment m::pr:n-ﬂ. her features.

“ Bleep on, Bell; sleep on; you are 2 gond girl, and
mesdn’ fear”

He kissed her as he spoke, and, with the fondnesa
ol a sister, and the thoughtlessness of o girl, she began
g0 prafile fo him; bul he bade her be quiet, and, aking
the light with him, descended 10 the lower apartmens,
adjoiming the bar-room, where his [iber useally slept,
T his surpriso ke was not there, but o gleam through
the dear led the son o tha place where the old man
wsunlly served his cestomers.  The pictare that met
hkis mnl an amusing one.  Thene, ai lengih wpen
tha r, the landlond l:i A canille pla beside
him, with a wick dauh over amd hhung mita tho
tallow, lacked ihe friewdly aid of the spuffers. The
ofd man was 100 deeply engaged in his vocation to
notice this. HHis Bensd, resting upan cne  hanil, was
lifted ugrom his elbow, and before him weee sundry large
boants, covered with tallies in red chalk and in white,
against his sandry customers.  The landlord was
busily engaged in drawing from theso chronicles, the
particolar items in the account of Sergeant Hastin
which e transceibed upon & sheet of paper which lay
before him. A wmbler of Jamaiea, of especial :
stond conveniemily close, (rom which he cccasionally
drew sirong refresliment for his momosy. Ho was
too earest in his labour, 10 motice the entrance of
hiz som at first; but the other had oo Litle time to
spare, to scruple much a1 disturbing s facler a1 his
wnusuzl Inbsowr.

# Ak, bless me, Dill—=that yon?  Why, what's the
to-do now T What bnngs you so late ™

* Husiness, hosiness, fther, amd p!m:.' of . Bt
gk up, ronae &nd mastbe pbout, and get nway from these
scores, or you won'l inderstand & word I gell you™

The landlord rose immediately, put his board asile,
picked up the sheet coplaining the amount in gross
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I:Ih.!‘lﬂ:l] apalnst B:rgmu ]I“tiqp’. 'lrhi.chh-ulighnﬂ
twich a8 sarveyel, aml, in a oW moments, was
Emﬁuhmmwﬁu}u:mmﬂdn. Ha
eard the narrative with horror and astonishment

“ Gpd bless ws and preserve we, Ball!  but this is
awiul hard ; and what are wo o do—whero shall wa
run—how—"

" Bun nowhers, but listen 1o what 1 tell Eluu Yom
can’t help i now, bist you may make something out of
it.  If Proctor muse hear the truth, he may as well
hear it (rom you."

“ Frum me 1—bless me, Bill, my boy——{rom me I*

* Yes, [rom you. Set off :?' ilrp-urp o the fort,
and soo Proctor voursell, Bim of your Iu}f&t
and low you love the h.ln,n;.. and ¥dau can ory a
all tho time, il it comes casy to you. | don’t want
you to strain much abow i allhm:‘:hil.u}jiw h'k.;

wmﬁ:m,l]u‘l:minl’ydww: i o718
ho's boon misguided by the rebols; and how thoy'
invetgled lim, wll hnsiumed rebel himsell ; and
he's new ocut with Marion's men, in Major Eingh-
ton's squad. When you've dome this, you can cry
again, and do any thing to throw dust m his eyes.
Bay it'sall owing to your loyahy that vou oxpose your
own flesh and blnuuﬂTn:ﬂd miml you don’t take any

for telling.”
oxn me, dear boy, bot this is awlul 1o think oa.™

* In s b thoughe on; though, and the soonor the
bedter. Comimg from pow, it wall help you ; coming
froan that l.k.luni Goggle, aml you sibent, and thoy pack
you off to the Ll';sr!!ﬂww provost, or maybe E:l

you over the swinging bough. l"ull Provéor our force
u'lhtﬁ that wo fuy at Slick ford last night, and that
for Black m-u by daypeep, W join with the
H'I'I.IHP Fox, This, you see, will be a wmer
than L can tell, for il i sends Proclor after us
s Slick . he'll have & Journey 1o ke back."

* Bless me, what's to become of s all, Bill, | don’

see. Tam all over in a fever pow, ever Ence you.

tell’'d me your story.™
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“Ehake it off, aml be comfortable, as you cam be.
Thinking about it never cured the shaking ague yet,
and pover will.  You must try."

s Amil T will wwy—I will, i but blees me, Bill,
wouldn't it be betber for us all 190 1ake the swamp—eh 1"

N ety whore you ane j there's mo meed for
o g o, ou ean do good where you are.
sides, there's ﬂ:.-ll. you know ™

o P, trie.™

# Lead out tromps, that's the way, and mind how
vou play "om; ihai's all youlve gor 1o do pow, and if
s be you iry, you can do it Dhan’t burm daylight,
But be with Proctor as soom as suprise leis VoL
Dow't stop 0 wlk shout Edisto eatfish, or what's for
dimner, and whether ivs like 10 rain or shine, but push
ﬂtr-nqh the crowd, amd don’t mind your skiris. All

ol Yo, now,”

o Blets s, bless i ! what tines, what times ! Oh,
Bl my bc?', what's coming to ms! Hero was Huck,
io-dny, aml says Conotinemal Congress is to make
peace with Great Britaln, and 10 give up Carlina and

& that's all a4 fool notion, for it's ma such thing.
That's all a trick of the tories, and you needn’t mind
it ll-]lui. whnt mﬂf" oin T

“He a- ay to join Tarleton.™

B I:I-unsljlr‘—quﬂ uuiyl musi leave yoi ve n
mighty deal to see to afore daylight, amd [ wen't see
vou for a smart spell, | reckon, a& 1 shall havo w hog
the swamp close after this, Dont be sbow now,
fatkior, "cawen overy thing hamgs on your shoalders,
and you maist tell your stary steaight,”

In their dialogue the son taken care o omit
nothing which o shremwd, Ihi.nl.ing minsd might sn
a9 esscntial to the suecessiul wiion of the plan
wilvised. This dose, he ook s way o the dw 'ﬂg
of old Pryor, and tapping with his knife-handle thrice
upen one of the small, bat osteniagiows, pine pillars of
m?rm"'i'ﬂ.rh door was ancloasd, and he was at Gaoe

e :
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n.ﬂ.mil:l.uﬂ, g e who hagl been waited for.  There we
shall loave him, conferring closely with & select few,
busy, lithe himself, in preparations for a general uprising
of the people.

CHAITER XIX.

Hhir & leal F—
She i savel '=Hoprne

Huwrames, poor old man, placed himsell a&f an
exstern window, the moment his son had depanied, w
walch for the first openings of the daylighs, What a
task had ke o periorm | what a disclosure o make !
and how should he evade the doubt, though complying
with the suggestion of reason apd his son alike, thap
hie should, by the develapment he was about 16 make,
compromise the nfﬂ[;.r of the latter. Should he be
takeon, the evidanes of the father would be adeguate s
his conviction, and that evidence e was now about &0
offer to the enemy. He was to denoupce him as a
rebel, an oullaw, whom the beader of a single troop
might hang withoul a trial, the moment he was nr-
rested, T?w ol man grew miserable with his roflee-
tions, and there was but one source of consolmion,
Fartunntely, the supply of old Jemaica in the = Hoyal
Geargs ™ was still good ; and & tumbder of the precious
boverage, fitly sousoned with warm spices amd sugar.
was not inellectually amployed o serve the desired
parposi.

And with thiz oaly eompanon, whose presence mo=
mm.l,!,r grew leas, the 'lmrlhg," landlard watehed for
the daylight from his wisdow 3 and soom the gray mist
rose up like a shin veil over the wps of tho tall trees,
and the pale stars came retreatng away from the
mare powerful array which was at hand. The ham
of tha ni inEscls wis over-=the hoarse chast of
the [rog family was silent, na their umerring sensos
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taught them the coming of that glomous and beawtifol
co which 1I|er did ot bowe.  Fold upon fodd,
ike =a many v ahade] wreaths, the dim curlain
of the might was drawn gradually wp isto heaven; and
omee 1moee 1he VAEL [ rma uﬂ'fﬁmt. Fiver, amd green
villoy came out wpon the sight, rising, by Lide asd
latibe, inéo lfe, mn the lImrI;r llumined distance,

The moment old Humphries saw the approach of
daylight, he finished his tumbler of punch, and, with a
sacl heart, he set oml for Proclacs quarters.  Some
likide dn:ll.].' Fm:ﬂ'ltd his imroduction to the command-
umt of the garrison, who received bim pously, nmid
cavilly desired o know his busineas.  This was spon
unfolded, and with many pamses, broken exclamations
of griel and loyaliy, the landlord gave a brief account,
a8 furnished him by his som, of all the events which
haul ocourred 10 Singleton aml his squad sioce his as-
sumpiion of its command.  The aflair of the tories ad
his troop in ke swamp—tle caplure of the bageage
and arms—ihe delay of which, o matter of surprise to
Hock, was now accounted for—aml the subsequent
hivouse upon the Stonne hesd, wore quickly unfolded to
the wondering Hriton. He immediately ;Lxlnl:ud a
messnnger for Huck, while proceeding to CFoEs-
oxamination of his informan—a scrutiny which be
conducted with respect and a proper consideration.
All was coheront in his siory, Proctar was inl
wroehled. A piece of daning, such &8 the formation
Hm'ghll.nu‘l uaxl, so near the garrmon, lu:immndi.:.l.dr
in the nei ood and limits of the most estoemed
loyaley, was well caleulated 10 amnoy him. The
name of Major Bingleton too, grated harshly on his
ears.  He eould mot but remember the sinister refeps
ance of Katharine Walioa 10 her cousin of the sama
name ; and he at once identified him with his mval in
hai youm I-I'll"ll"'l :m[l.nl. Huck came while :pul.llq
el 7 amd to b the marrative which Humphrica
doliverod, whe atood by all the while, was also tald,
The tory was mot less astoumded than Procior; and
the two conferred freely on their news before Hum-
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phries, whose lovalty was rly confinmned in their
epEniom, b%hit uk il s xlmmiiﬁm of his own
s To Hack, the commandant of the gartison was
led £ lp[ﬂr, and the 1.mu|1-nr the fermer was
required Ao disperse thy foreo of Singleton,  The
rrizan guard was oo small, unsder the doubifis] con-
iton ol I.ﬂpl.lr in the neighborhood, to spare a de-
tnchment ; sl it was arrpged, iherofore, that Hock
ahould depant (rom bis arginal plan and roate, which
was 10 start on the ensuing day for Camden, and m-
midistely te mako & eiveuit through the ﬁ:unlg' by
the Sanoe, and having done =0, go forwanl by Parke
l"rrr{lr mned g.ni.n. h_l,r B circuilons sweep, the course
which hal boen E-merl'i;pn:jncmd. amdl which, indesd,
the anlers received by him from Comwallis compelled
hime to pursne. It was hoped that he would over-
beassl the linbe force of Singleton, in which event it
imust have been anmihilzted.  In the mean time, Proc.
tor propared his despatches for Charlestown, calling
for & supply of treops—a call Bot likely 1o bo re.
spemded 1o from that quarter, as the gamison thene had
been alresly drawn wpon by the imterior, to such sn
extent us io leave barely o sufficrent force within ke
walls af the city for s own maintepsnes,  This Froc-
tor knew, but no other hope presented iteelf, and :l:.ﬂ.
tomse the treop of Huck, he contented himself with
the copsciotisness of laving dose all that could be
ilone by him, under existing circumstances,  Civilly
dismissing  Humphries, he would have rewarded
him, but the ald man urged his simple and sincere
Jn_rl|l:|.', anid ghrumk back a1 the idea of ]'lJEl,":EI.'i“‘
gold ws the rewanl of his soa's betrayal,  He did his
part ably, and leaving the two conferring upen the par-
ticwlars of the wry's route, hurried sway 1o the tavern
n o enviahle sise of feeling,

Hie =i, whom wis have scen Euh.-ri.np: ithe Iﬂ'rrnll'ml
of old Pryor, was glail to meet with several stordy whi
in close conforencs. 'I'h-ai had been stimulated by
the whispers of an approaching srmy of comtinenials,
and the vague intelligence had been exngrernted in
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dus iom 10 ike thick obacurity which i that
ime aboug the subject. The host, himaelf—
who wis a sturdy pairiol, snd more than usually bold,
as, of late duys, he was more than esually unfortunate—
presided wpon this occagion, The pany was small,
comsissing of some hall dogen persoms; all impatient
of the hourly wrongs, which, in their reckless imdif-
ference 1o the {eclings af the comqeensd, the ineaders
Em‘l]:ilun."'_l," commiied. “The reduction of the British
forces in the lower county, in the largs d mnila
mpan it for the upper 8, had embaldoned disaifec-
tion 3 and the people, like snakes bong huddled up in
holes during the severs weather, now came out with
the first glimpses of the sunshine. The arnival of
Humphries with the intelligence which he brought,
vir them new apirita.  The suceesses of Marion at
tpon's meck, and Sigleton in the swamp, of which
;hu].' tead ot heard befare, IIH:IIIEh smoall, were heclel
an earnest of what might bo snticipated, snd was
hoped for.  The addivenal sews that the approaching
emtisenials were o be eommasded tlr (intiea, whaso
remown was in the ascendant—ae far in the ascendant,
indded, that the star of Washington almost sapk before
it—wemt far to give hope & positive budy and a form.
Thoubt swccesiled 1o bald pnﬂl:icli.n'm.lnlllu uum.pinhuﬂ
wern now prepared=—those reluctant beforo—in begin
properly the organizstion of their section, as hal been
iho advice of Maron., Sl they were nat altogether
raady for the feld l'r-uﬁ-nrt,'r was o b secused, (mi-
lies carrbed beyond roach of that retribuation which the
wsuiilly milicted upoa the feeble in retum for the
sudseity anid definmce of the sirong ; arms waore to ba
wred, amd, umil the tme of Bir Heary Clintoa's in-
s';;ume—lhc bwenty days—had expired, they deter-
mined o forbear all open domonstration.  To ihese,
Humphries had already designated their leader, in the
person ol Col. Walvan, 'H‘uhn they all kpow and es-
teemed. His coming out théy were satisfied would
alofie bring an sctive nod Iy troop into the feld.
Popular as be was, both 'mu Paul’s and 81, George's,
9
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.Il.‘h'!.! canfidently believed that he would brng bath
ishes wlimdﬂrrml_'r. amil his skill as u leader
:hml ef already tried and was highly cstimated. The
l,piri.tl-ﬂfﬂu listle kmot of conspirators grew with every
orumeration of their }ivmh and pesouTces; and
they looked upy as daylighe approacked, full of hops
mtnal assurances.  ‘Twoa of the party IErEtﬂ Lo
coma oul o Humphries, in the comigooss wonld, by
the first ringing of the bell for sabbath service —for the
day was Sundny—and there, st a given spot, the live-
tenant was 1o awais them,
Before the dl:ph'p;hl he ook lis JuFlrtu.m, and lead.
his horse info tle close swamp thickat on the river,
wilcre his first conlerence with Singleton had taken
Fl.ll:u,. be fastened ham carefully, ook his seat at the
ool of & iree which overbung the river, and chere
muged, hall dﬂ:inp for the brefl hour that came
between the time and the dawning., Dat seon the
Iight eame winding brighaly and oore braghtly anousd
ham ; the mists curled up from the river, and the breeze
rising wp (rom the ocesn, with the dawn, refreshed
and animated him.  He sat watching the mysteriois
separation of those twin agents of life, night and day,
as the one rolleld away in fog aleng the nver, and the
odlwr burst forth, in gleams fmm the sky and bloom
lapuin the earth. But these ug'hlu were not such as
really to amuse our liewlenant, aml the time passed
pavily ¢ y unzil about eight oclock, when, from
the niver's » be distinguished, crossing the bri
mi Dorchesicer, the time-wom, bent fipare, of the old
Do Blonay. Sho was en her way 1o the garrisoa for
the revelation of that intellipence, which las fber
Tend by this tinse al unfalded. The liewenast sow
understond & part of the design, and readily comceited
that such waz the purport of her visiE 1o the will
‘!.’H Ih:r hld not hier son endortakon the sk himsall T
i to an infirm old woman the performance
nf ll ch 8o | amt? “The queston
Hiiom 3 it was only o dim conjecture of the truth,
which lod him 1o beliove that Goggle had made his way
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back io camp with the view o some arther tre ;
As tho hag grew more distinet fo his eye, in the in-
creasing light, hir sharp featires—the subtle cast of
her eye=—the infirm crzy motion—bent shoalders,
and witeh-like siafl which she carried, brought many
uuphmm pmages to the mind of the cheerrery snd
ihe lu'l.;u o and, b B, the -.I.PEFIIIIIIHH Tear which
he had ol while glmng:lpm heer, through the crevices
off her bt the might before, came back 1o him with in-
creased indluence.  He thoaghil of the thousand sirange
stories of the peighborhood, abow the witchoraft prac-
tiwed by hor and others.  Indian doectors wore thon, all
ower country, renowoed for their cures, all of
which were & Hecled E:,l' irick and mimmery, mixed up
with & duw proportion of forest meilicines—wild roots
and plants, the properties of which, known through
i.qu ages 1a tha -hungmui, WA ﬁ:lre:gn n;uh: knowls
wdge, apd thepelore marvellous inohe estimation of the
whites. “T'o their aris the Gullah and the Ebo negroes,
of which the colony had its thousanis fumished by the
then unscrupulous merality of s peighbours, silded
their spells and magic, in no stmied n.l.nl.ﬂ.ll:l.. and of
the foulest and flthiest aitnbsies, ¢ conjuration
af theso two clisses became united in the practce of
the cunning white, of an onlor little above them, and
Mother Blonay formed the representative of & sesl in
the lower country of South Carclina, by po medns
small in pumber or trifling in inffuence, and which, to
this day, not utlerly extinguished, remains here and
there in ihe [uife o] |g'nun.nl secivons, sill hl.nngimm
ower ke subject minds of the weak amd sapersutious,
As we have said, Hamphries was not ome, if the
qumli.ul:l were Lo he ukul bm, 1o say that e believed
in the powers thus claimed for the old woman before
us. Bot the biss of years, of early edvcation amid
ansociates, was insurmountable ; and he felt the indla-
ence which his deliberate refloction would be, mever-
lh-u1=n, i wll times disposed 1o deny.  He felt it now
she eame lowanls himy, and when, pn:umg along. ha
H'l' her move wwards the dwelling of his father, ho
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rememhercd hor mysterious speoch sssociatod with
the name of his sister, aml his blood grew colil in his
veina, th » B instsng pltoe, itoagnin boiled with &
fury naturally enough arising from the equivocal regand
m I']'ul:l: Ehest i:Il had seensed io pln.-ur. her. As
i ntu the copse o the obge of which his
i':n d almost followed her, he placed himsell in a
poatiion to observe ihe direction which she would
pursue im entering tho village, and was satisfied of her
ohject when he saw her bending her way to the foriress.
We necd searee add that she told her story 0 Procior,
and was listenod o cobily. She had broight him
o intelligence, and, indeed, he knew rather more than
harsell, But one point of difference existod lotween
the accomnt given by old Humphries and the woman,
The one stated that Bingleton's band had withdrawn
from the Stonoe, snd had peshed for Black river—the
other affirmed o 1o be there still.  The differemsce was
at opeo made knowm o Huck, a portien of whoss
troopers wore even then getling into sadille.  The ress-
doe were soos Lo follaw, and ithe whole were expected
1o rendizvous that mp:fh: al Parker’s ferrv.  Mother
Blonay was martified that she brought no news to the
gamisun § bigt, a5 her story confinned that of Hom-
phrics, Proctor gave her a reward, small, howerer, in
compariseh with what had been expected.  She lefi the
garnsan in bad humoeur, and was soom joined on her
way hy Borgennt Hastigs, whoto orders requiresd him
1o march with the detachment which was w0 follow
Huoek that aftermoon.  His chagrin, om this accoat,
was ol less than bhers. & bitter oath accompaniod the
information which e gave her of the onlers he
just reeoivod.  The two then spoke of snother matier.
“ Par off as over, maother, aml without your halp
there's :1ul|hi.11p; o be done mow.  Last uigh.l | was in
a fair way enongh, hat up copacs that chap her brocher
—it eonbd be nobody clse—and 1 bad 1o cut foric, 1
wenl over Ehe fence then,a thought qaicker than 1
ghould bBe able o da 18 pow.”
o In was wot Bill Hemphrioes you saw, for he was at
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iy cabin long time after hours et night ; and ther ha'd
ol venture im this quarter now, No—oo.  "Twasithe
old man, [ reckon.”

“'Hlf:tm o thogh he seemed to ron oo s for the
old fellow. But ne master who ‘twas, The thing
faaled, and you must clinlk oat another imck.”

| will : dmﬁ foar, for I've sasd it ; and como fire,
come slarm, it must be done.  Go gle—
::l'v:ggl:! He must pay for that, anid he shall; she

I—thery ahiall all pay for that, &nd old seores besides.
I's a bomg-standing accounl, sergeant, and you can
1:|-u]|:| me io muke 1t upl.ﬂl] pay i off; amd thais the
reascn | halp you toothis, 1 oshall go abost it now,
and—"  Aflera patsi, in which she seemed to meadi-
tate a while—"= Yex; meet me mthe swamp thicket
ahove the brildge, jusi after you pass the (ak Grove."

& When I

*This moming—scon as the bells sirike wp for
chureh, and before tho people begin o come in freely,
Dot be backwanl, now, but come certaln, and don’t
wanl [or the last chimes."

The wosthy pair soparated, and thoe glimpaes of &
previous connection which their dialogue gives us,
serves B Liale to explain- some portions of omr own
narrativee,

While this matter had been in Ij:zngmu two sturdy
troopers joined Humphries i the swamp. Thr-lr
harses wera carefully hidden, and thoy detenmined
awadit the tme when the roads should be free from the
crowd om their way o church, bofore they vemared
abroad.  They amused themselves as well ss they
ml:a;!lt, keeping close incover thensselves, by watching

s they erosscd the hridges, horried along

mhﬂ:r Indm.l' e the village, or | od on tha

in fromt of tha church ; for all of these

pnmr.l mai_!iht ﬂllijrlu communded from different places

along Uie thickel. Thers came the farmer on his
sacky, in his coarse stripeid breeches; blue

coates, nml broad-hrimmed hat ; there, the whirling car-

risge, bome along by four showy bays, of the wealthy
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planter ; there, the trudging country-girl in her huge
sunbonmct and short-wiested coton fmock ; and thora,
in listle groups of 1wo or theoe, (he negrees, male apd
female, with their own small slock of CEES, chickens,
hh.r:i;'hﬂ'ri-gu,:lrdn.ml’nn,pluugll.ing thear wiLy Ihruu_gl:.
thr heavy samds 1o occupy theie places in the village
inirket.

Whate Humphrics looked, e saw. to his great vexa-
tion, the fipare of Dame Bloaay spproaching, accompa-
i by his sister. Al his suspicions were reawak-
cemed by the sight. "The gl wos dressed as for charch.
Her dross was simple, sutol to her comdition, and well
adapted 10 her shape, which was a good one.  Her
honpet was miber fse and Ihu.nl:ing. and there waa
samuthing of gaudiness in the pisk and yellow dis-
tributed over ?wr perEOn i the q'nl.“l of knods and
ribpmlz.  Bot still the eye was not ofemled, for the
hahit did net show wnfaveurably alang with the pretty
face, amd light, laughing, good-itured eve that animas
teed it. Wihot m contrast o the old h"h baside e,
The one, capricious enough, was vol artloss and llHElll
==thn other was even then dlevising plans for her min.

& o, my davgher, cone fanbher—1 would mot
uvihers l|1-|:||:|]|:| hear what [ say 1o you; und 1 keow
it will ploase you to kpow. “The "woud || cool and
ll':ﬂ.ﬂu:nd wa can talk there at mir ease.”

= Fnt, mother, wasn't ita strange ilream pow——n Tory
stramge decam, 10 think that | slould b a great lady,
and rade in my coach like the [dios at * Mididleron
Flace,” and * The Oaks” amd ¢ Hinploton's,’ and all the
rich people abowat here 1—and it all seemed 0 trus,
mather—eao very trie, | dido’ Kiow where [ was when
1 woke ug this moming.™

Theso was a dovilish leer in the obd bag's eye, a8
shie looked into what of the vainhearted but mnocent
girl leside her, nol answered hor in o speech well
caleulated io inevease the idle (Wly already so sctive
im her mited, Humphrics heard uothing of the dia-
logne—he was qmie ton far off 3 but he @k 50 de
anxious on the subjoct of the old womaa's consmesion
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with his sister, that o Ead actually given some direcs
tions 10 the 1wo rs along wuh him, aml was
about o emerge from his cover, and separate them at
H hazards, when the bells from the village stoeple
struck wp, and warsed him of the extrems sk which
he must run frem such an exposure of his person.
The sams sipmal had tho effcct of bringing the two nsore
closoly o the copse, to which the old woman, sow, by
virioas eul.i;m.. t-uuuivaddm j:eum.l.l.r.'rel her comes
paneon. o they approachid the thickedt, Humphries
changed his course and position, so 28 1o find 2 con-
tigmias for the coscealment of his person, the
mamend they alwoudid LT which would emable him o
ﬂur up their dinlogue ; and it was ot leng before

v paused, 31 the okl woman's bidding, in & well-
shaded place, completely unseen from the road, and
quite out of heanng from the village.  Hore the con-
vorsation betwaes them wis reswmed—Mother Blanay
Ieading off in reply o something sakl Belln, the

rt of which may be guessed from the response
s A it

“ A bad dream, do you say, my daughter 7' Lsay it
i a good deeam, and yvou're o lecky gid, if von dom't
staml in the way of your own fine forume,  There's
g0l coming o you that dream’s always o sign ol
good ; it pever fils. S0 mind you don't speil all by
E=ali=T4 foalish netbon™ - g

“ Why, haw shall I do, mother? what shall I say?
Dear me ! | wouldn't do nay thing to spodl it for the
warld I ad :

And the two seated ithemselves spen the greon turi =
in the thicket, the right hand al the girl apon the kaea
af the hag, while her eyes looked up appreheogively  ©
anel inquirsngly im0 the fece of the later. She g
her sume counsel, accondingly, in answer to the g
teon, aff a viggios, indefinite ¢ cler, Yery m 0 ] '
delivered, and the only pant of which; undersionl by "
Bella, was :;..f“m“l recammendation o hor, quieily
1o reoeive, wot bo resist her good (fortse.

« Bue, moaker, [ 1|:|.|;I:EI1I you saul you would show
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him o me—him, my trec-and-troe hisband, that s to
be. Now I wonder wha it ean be. It can’ be John
laris, for he's pone away from the village, and they
gay he's out in the swamp, mother—can yoa tell I

“ Mo, Hella ; ond il's no use: he's nothing at all
m }.ULLII

“ Youi think so, motker ! Wall, Pm sorey § for 1 do
believe Johm had a troe-and-tree love for me in his
heart, amil bo often snid so, | woedler where he 2™

 John Dhavis, indeed, my child ! how can youspeak
of swch a fellow? “'hj. what has ko to show for
you! A poorshost that hasn't house, nor hanse, nor
any thing 1w make a wilfe comfonalle, or even feed
ber when he gets her. Mo, nm, gicl, the husband
that's for you is a different sort of person—a very
dilferest gort of porson, ielosl."”

# (h, doy mother ! can't you toll me something about
himy, now !—only o little ; [ do so wasi to know. s
he tall, now, or shaort ! 1 hope he®s tall—oh "—eniddle
srze, ail wears=—oh_ li:ﬂ::rk., mother ! and don™t shake
your head so—tell me ot onee 1™ And the girl pressad
forward Eau the old woman, and her eye eamestly
witched the features of her countemance, heedless of
sl ogre grim which rested wpen her 1ips, amd the gen-
i:mll_l,r fiendish n:pr:u&i.nn. ol her uhinn}* face. ‘The
old woman i not mmediately answer, for hor
thoughts geamed 1o wander, and bor oye looked abow
her, &= if in search of some expected ohject.

* What ddo you look for, mother T—you don't mind
what I say, de yeu I

| was looking aml thinking, my daughter, how w0
apswer you best.  How would you like, pow, instead
of hearing about your husband that is to be, 1o see him T

S What! can Y make him come, mother, like »
rhn cture, with & big frame round him T and shall 1 ses

ul-na—m hiem close ¥ Bt | muostn’t tosch im,

I su ¢ for then he'd 'rlr|.1uF|.. ey say.”
oY enmhivw wonld yau like 10 see I||.r:||1 e, Wells T
“Hh denr me, 1 should he frightened ! You'd beter
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tell me who be s, and din's bring hin - chough, indeed,
mmother, | can’ think there woald he iIumr.r."

* None—none af all,” said the okl woman in reply,
whio seermid disposed 1w proloag the dialoges.

“ Well, if be only looked like Jobn Davis, now

“dohe Davis, isdeed, Dells '—what do you say,
mow, of the sergeant, Serpeant Hastings 7 supposs it
h.lppuuml to be hum, now ™

S Dom't talk 1o me of Sergeant Hastings, mother ;
for | was a fool to mind him. He don™ care that for
mio, | know: and he tzlks cross tome 3 and if | don't
run my=ell owl of breath 1o serve him, o says wgly
things. Besides, he's been talking strange 16 me, and
I don't ke it.  More than once I've besn going to
el broihor William semething that he onee said o
me: and 1 know, if [ bind, there would have been a
brush hetween them; for William won't stand any
mjuiidhl.‘s impudent,.  Doa® ialk of kim o me,™

* But [ must, iy dagghter, for it cannot bo helped.
IP T see that e's born w be yeur hoshand, and you his
wife, it must be so, aml [ must say i.”

¥ Mo, no—it's oot so, mother, | know, It shan't
be w0,” said the girl, Grmly enosgh.  * I won't beliove
it, neither, nod vou're only plaguing me."

#It's a truth, Bells, and neither you por 1 ean help

ity or keep it off. T tell you, child that you were bom

for Sergponnt Hastings."

“ But | won't be born for him, neither. 1 can't, and
I won't, for ¥ don't Enow what be said w0 me, sl
it'a mot gond for mo 1o tell it again, for i was aaaghty ;
and I'm sorry 1 evor talked cross w0 poor John Davis,
gnd [ did so all kecouse of him."™

Tho change in her regands from Hostings to her
old lover, was a source of wo =mall astonishimsent 1o
the old hag, who knew not how to account for it It
gave less satiefaction 1o her than o H hries, whoy
i the neighbouring bush, heand every syllable which
had been wtigred. The secret of this chinge is casily

ivan.  As slmple s a child, the mero defercnce to
Epr:hinn ::fb:mly. had left bor casily susceptible of

You l.—
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impoaition; aml without any Teeling acwmally enlisted
in favour of Hastings, she had been on the verge
of that pracipiee—ihe gull which passion or folly so
often prepares for its anhesding volares,  His profes-
slons and faitérics had gradually Glled her mind, and
when his continued nitentions  bad driven sll those
AWAY), from whom sha had, or nig’ﬂulmln.ﬂ: recoived
ihem, it fllowed that she became a dependant entirely
upoe him, whe, in creating this staie of subservience,
had placed her, 1 a cerain degree at least, ot his
merey. She felt this dependence mow, and it soma-
what mostiiel her; he 'r::'tL:I' grow  hurt, when the
ione of deferemce formerly by her bover, had been
changed o one of command and nuthomity ; and she
sometimes sighod when she thought of the unremaning
witentions of her old lover from Goose Creek, the in-
defatigable Davise, The gamly deess, and imposing
protensions, had grown commen in her eye, while,
the samo time, the inferiority of the new lover to the
ald, in delicacy ol feeling, and genwine Tegand, had
became lu.'l'l"lnl:l.-cml_'r obvious.  She had, of late, msti=
tabel the comparison betweon them moee than ones,
and the consequence was inevitable. There was no
litelo docision in her manner, therofore, a8 she rofused
to subat o the fate which Mosher Blonay desired 10
imposEe u her.

 But, Bella, my dsughier—"

# Mo, no, mother——doa't tell me of Sergoant Hastngs
any more=—[ wont bear of him any bo i

i hmil why mot, Bella, rnlf dear, “Thmd the re-
doubtable sergeant himsell, coming from behind the
teees mnd speaking 1o her with 2 mxed niprtniuq of
pride and dissatisfaction in his countenames—" why
not, [ pray, my dear 1™

Tho poor girl was dumb st this intresion. She
scarcely dared to look up, as, with the wWmoest compo-
sare, | ul:iupmuk a zeal besile her. The ald 1:.1;
who hwid arranged the scheme, at the samo momest
roas b0 depari.  Qluick ns thought, Della ssized her
hand and would have risen also, but with a gentls
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farce the sergeant prevedted her, and retained his bold
upon her wrist while mnprllmg her 1o resume the
seal heaide ham.

llmﬂ Tm—-ﬁﬂu i# waiting forme ['m

are "most dose mnging.  Don't
Iﬂ'ru mi, mother'

Puot the old woman was gone, and the girl st trem.
biling beside the strong man who held her, speaking,
when she did, in 8 tremor, and begging to dopare.  Hu
'l'!'l.j"lll'!'!". on what enaned.  The brotal suitar had bot
ono object, aud did net long delay to exhibit its atro-
cious features.  Entreaties were swcesodol by rode-
pessesand theterrified gir, shrieking and screaming to
the old Ell who hal de cd nestl left her, mdﬂ
mk!mly back ‘n.n stromg arms of her com u-u

III'I':irlg,r AWAY == gle nn-w—--f.-ula!]-u nw Hl-u
ROW—SCPeRIn o, Fou poor fool—scream, but theee's
no help for you.™  And 38 the old beldam thos an-
EWE o the prayers of the girl, she was stricken
S (L i wbongy wamain: L Ik, by e
while ihe Gemlish saliloqny nrupa,_'ru
:I'I.g'il!: brother, who now dlrl.cgn A=
other instant, amd ho had dashed che r-vmlunr hu ihe
earth—torn his sister, now almost exhaosted, from his
gras anid with his heel mpeon ihie bresst of ll'.l..l.'in,g'-,
&nd his knife bared in kis hand, that moment would
have been the last of life 1o the roffian, bat for the
imtervention of the two troopers, who, hearing the
shriek, had alss nashed forwand from the recesses in
the wood whers the Fmriﬂ:nl:l- of Hum?hml bad
phud Ehama, Th(«'_l,r '[rrt.w:ﬂl:-ud thi blow, but with
their ail the sergeant was gngped, bound, aml deagged
down ima the copse where the horses awaited then

4 ({}h, brother—dear brother William 1" cred the
terrified gid— balieve me, brother William, but it's
not my fauli—1 dide’t mean 1o de woong!  lam imno-
“%hahﬂ ]“ﬂnh il she feared hi

mpon him as i she i3 Auspicions.
g:lsnu:hnm his arms while weeping like a very

L.
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I know it—1 know b, Bella ! and God knows how
glad D am o knowat!  Had | oot beanl all botween
you, I'd ha' put this knife h::;n-u.jnl the same as if
yoa waors ol ngy own flesh Blond,  But go mow—
run 46 church, and pray to have some sense as well as
imnwicenee ; for imnocence without scnse is Lke a
cm?ing Baby thnt has not yet got the wse of its arms
and legs now—rian all the way—and mind (hay
you say pothing 1o the old man abouk i1

Throwing hor arms sbout his neck and kissing bim,
#he hurried apon her way with the speed of a binf juss
escaping, and parrowly, from the pet of the fowler,

EXD OF YOL. L
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