
 
 

 

“Enigmatical and Conundrum-ical” 

 
Alexander's Weekly Messenger 

December 18, 1839, p. 4 

 

 

 
Weekly Messenger Images Courtesy 

American Antiquarian Society 

 

 
www.howtoreadpoe.com  

original website materials  
copyright © Jack DeLand 2024 

 

https://www.howtoreadpoe.com/


IG I TfC. L 
A orr pond cnt 

f 1 cuunty, \.'a .  
I 

E;<l1to of Alennrler• .. .t.leueoger : 
G ntlc . .. £un110111g a pttrccl ofyo11 r  old pllJYel'I 

( , 1ch were on file at my 1111t1i:r '•J BOille short 
time 11iru:o, 1 fou nd in oa., 110 eo:i a, w ich run thu : 

1 m a  noise nPT 11,.,, , 1<-l 1·m iiothing .. t 1Qand ; 
I n .. e r •, T,-t tr: v- '  th•· 'ur'd all round ; 
I �nu t be st:e , )et nu c,r-n,I cu.o say 
Ni  bout · g m.  lte can go thraugh the d.i.y ; 

, •·• l ht.df trur 
Can cl'Me her a • narul ,vitllout ft ndin, me there : 
t·m enormoaJly l�rge, tho1Jgli as amall 11'1 1&  digit ; 
A.nd l Qft•11 at caNU pu  �l,1 f,ump• 1.11 a fidg�t ; 
I t.L � ugh. smo•>tJ..., ,:ift, h rd; l'1n uoth ov.i.l lllid squ..\re, 
Yet l!Othtilg- but an� l,ich , • t..rit:a a\Veal' ; 
I'm tl.e 1,rop . th.1: thror.e, lllld ..hhor N -r,,\ution, 
And ytt fur my trt:ason dt:bd'Vtt txecution : 
l'ru 'llL'.l.t-r \ ha.11 jet, i.h:m a lily more wl1ite ; 
I nc, a a•o set'D, yet am ucver out or,;,;nt ; 
I'm mld. r tban ,ci:, ytt h�trer tha11 tire ; 
I dit: every ,o.illute, yet nevt:r expire 
Come · n,.. • once ; make no fws about me, 
For 11!."ii • ever sit down to piqur: witl1out me. 

Fr-·rn l •  e manv coot, a,J 1ctio1 ,e otr1d novel ty of the 
piec:t:, 1ny curi ity 1� ,a:ie,1 tu .. uc1 ,  a degree, that I 

a.it rtqu .. st you to send ree the. ans w er. I have 
.read Ll  over ce ref1J l ly a g reat m oy times, and Cllll

::-o ::r, no idea what 1 t  can be, 
Respectfu l ly ,  your friend, &e.

We li) ••• j)& l use w 1t11 our -r;rrespo1 ,der.1t1s perplex1t; , 
an as-ten tu remove i -e::iptc �I ly as we h&ve a 
�cl•(41a Jor r iddles 0 1 1 r11el V-el'. in 1epita 01 the ana• 
lbe1na of the ov11r,w1.e , we re�!Wl a gQod e1.11gwa as 
a g,,od tbi1 11,  Tbe1r eolu 1 ic,r, nili,r,11 one of 111e �l

p llill1 01e exercii,e;s of 1he aoalyt1cal facul ties, be,,iues 
c 1 1 u  g inLu play many other powel'il. • e know 
of no r uer tcit of general capa<:1t;, I.ban is to be 
iound Ul the gut:11s 1 1,g of such puzzles. In  explanat ion 
of 1hts idea. a mOIL ap1ial M!!gazine article migh be 
Wl'iuen. It  \VOuid be by nu meana a labor lost 10 
hill\' how grea, a degctio of rigid melhod entera into 

e, 1gma.guc-..s,ing. l:>O mucll 1s thi, the case, that a set 
of rulco might abaolutely be g i ·  en by which almOilt 
an tgood) enigma Ul the world could bti olved m­
stantaneoll.ily. 'fhis may wund oddly ; but iii not 

more t. trange 1h111 tbe well known fact that roles 
really exist, by means of which it 1a easy to decipher 
any &pec1es of t1 1erogly pl1ical , titing-that is to say 

riting w t:ere, in p laee of 11,lpb1:1betical let ters, any 
'""' _f  mark& aro made ose of at random.• 

The ,netJiod u: • ' ,.h •&1° •peak eonblea us to !Sf at 

once, in regard to our correspondent'& eoigma, that l1e

baa puzzl'-><l himself, and would have puzzled hi1nself

to all eternity , in vain.  It ll.4s 110 answer. That is, it has

no word of solution w hich will  reply all the cate­

gorie,. The er 1 igma.is imperfect, ar1d no doubt, com-

ed b11 110me ignorant pel'llou; one who, at all event1,
pos f 

h 
. . -

k.neW nothing of the law8 of su  _
compoe1�ons ; Lor,

1 · ke eve.ry thing el&.e , sh  y ha vo heir 1� we. r11� 8lyle

ld indicate tbie ignura11�e suffic1e11 t ly, ,-.·1 thut1t
wou 

;:;;-.,-
. ii II 

. 
,. . "• rtber l ittle -.-ct11tm t1 y e poaes 11. 

loon.1ng �-- ' 
... - u • is not difficult to perceive \Vhat the author

ll 1t h ' . ' '  , 'Th , 
d th,. anlfwer-nnd t 1a 1s "'t1 ;1 t. e u .ga:r 

111ten 
- R • 

• . � 
J ' . b li  !it aro embodied 10 the open1ni • nes,

notion . ·u i.,001 • whi le thu .. pu t ting old fr 10

0 ..,.. ... 1 u  \l , · 
ca•d , , &c. &c plainly sh.o w the dee1gn.

· fiJgei at • .in n. 
ho 8 er at least modorn newspap r

�{Qder.o t�te, • 
ther � conundrum than the enigma

ui,te, aifi cl r. 
h more tpice in it• composilion,

'l'he 1ormet 
prof r, 

. . 11 i t  force. A g od enigma ,  we
. bcP ·1 y g1v 

a ' ·  1 . ._. 
00 11 ,og , but  a good conuodrut may

e ,aid, ll! g 
ti \l e -iee ot1 r bre1hren of tl:l 

t.,;on.et.: uen , b tl • 
. h at c n.t in a\l d i rection ,

g their  au
re!I t 1 a clece t n ( ftor a ,ever

n III they perpeua o 

th.. & u a cacktt1 Ith, the hantli;,, 
rotmd 'of die pa� in a kmd ( owit • 

1 r1ordi ete estimaaion of coouadrume arite1 fl m 
the chanc<' hap.hazard man�er in wbi  h they ate con• 
c i ed , making Lneir conception a difficu l «  t hi11g. 
With a little of that mdhod upon which wo j ual now

men\ed, they may be m1in u (ac& t1 rc:d by t e y rd­
and of good qual ity, too. 'We , 1 1 1  j ust look o er 

t �e poge of a Jol1naon's , Oictionary for li ve min 1J t ee,
and then 11hnl l h ,·o oo trouble in concocting a at r i 11r · 
of rhem u lo your arm. No o r uid tl10.11 
.Jone. 

y ts a bad w ife better than a g�,d on ? -Be .. 
cnuse bad • th� hes • ' Th is wme what ungallan l old 

t 1ery. with its horribl on1wer, i� n e, l,,Qd ime11t of 
t • truo gel1iu of t !1e vl101e r oe lo wh ich i t  � longe 
-l I race of t t  � conu ndrums Bad ta the best. Th re 
i& noth.  JI( be t t er i:1ettled in tl1e minds ot people wb<J 
l now any ing at  a l J ,  1l11ln l le pla i n  t r u t t1 tha i f  a
con11ndru m i!J llece nt i t  wo'nt do.-a l h  i f  i t  ia ti t  for

1; hio& 1 t  is nr ·orth t woper-.,::e,-in a word 
real value is in exact !il ,,o t 1on to 1l1e � t t or · ,,.  ,f · 
merit, and t b 11.t i t  is only positively good ·hen i t  ou r-

Q geo11sly an<I scanclalousl y e htiurd. fn th is clear vie w

of t h o  ca1te V\-'8 offer the annexed . They have at lea t 
the r:-<' 1 t  of origina l i ty·-a m eri t apa r t  from t h a t  of 
\'.t · ,-11 -., hav" j , 1 1s t  Sf,Jk,.,n . At n i l  e ver1 1 11 1 f  t i e •  

a� , not ou r•, "'-g have j 111t  rnade them, ancJ they 011 h t

tu he. l f  llny or ,o  l1n iraagi 1ed at1c:n t h i . g b f. )rt:-, 
h , ev ide J t ly , h111I 110 bu incss t•) do st •, \Vti say. wi th  
D'"'ria1 us, opud FI· ronym� , · '  Pereant qui ante 11 0 no,.
tra ' '  

l . 11/hy n 1he Tl1 like 1 J1e t rnck omnibu,e-, l
Beo11111e -rh"'Y nre PIU1nsigru·�.-:fancy ca,·,.

2. Wl1y is a man 4 bad :-t'1!..loner 110 bruia� bia knucklCtJ ?
n, ..... ttlle h�'!t a ophist.-ltll'".r n snrejl t.

3. Poor !\fu11· ·" ,lt:nd ! ,,. y is sh� a 10,1 r 1 1 -11iJed fl re ?
Bt-('auac she's a Pully �1ne.-polygon.

4. \V Jiy is my f,1t frie11d Tom's acn , lt·t f11 e l ikP a s 1nall p,1n-­
gent E-f><'u lent ? 8, ·c111.1 t> it•• n l ittlt- ra"tlcl isl1.-a li•tk r,1di1Ja.

· •  \\-' b)· ij hit olfac tory 11rgm1 l ike il buni:h ot· 6uwt•n 1
Re<::: ll\1' j t' uote g"S)' .-a 1101 'Kay.

• W l1 )' ii I i i, Ju,t 11 · 1 10-Vt:l slh"p _its It 7 
Bee , 11 � 1t', <l pr,o • � oJ,or.

1. \Vh)  1s Dr. \V il liarn ' c,1s 1 , .  the oc 11li t, J ike tlivorct-d
-wir�-• J)l r ,  ;on ? 1-\1"<: USt.' 1 1'1 n l l  ry�n1oney. - ,i//monv. 

8. \V l ty  a ,·1.• n .. 11 1 1t-t t'1 ot 11 lar  oi,ran• i 1 1 t1 rr,1g11ci ve l
Bcca 11s · th · urc q u  �r l: \' t• . ouerfet ? 

· •  l 1 .  i c:un � t n ,·i•ry eommon tl b f
D c:1 u  i t' n p<iur pu a. - po,1,u1.

10. 'Vl t)  • 11 ti., C U !) 1 11,i.: u 1,;l i'b l
Be1,:au1t' 1 t  it a ca1 1 ,  ,ir,-a can�r. 

1 1. '\Vh11t k incl of 11 ,--easel ,vas Don quixotte•• ,quire ?
A 11a11, eir.-a J>anr.a.

12, Why la a 1> i11min: a good ""Ply to that last qUNtlou ? 
Bt:eau,e it it a11 n11 t,  a ir,-nn anrwer.

13. \V l111t ia the difference ootwet-11 11 1nalt  t 1 1b n11d a run•
a,,·o.y l!loat. 'l' l 1c 011t." ia a piggin, pig in, the other a pi,r 01,t,14. I l1nve u tnble 1,t-etll:1g repai ... ; ,vhy 1n\1$t tl1e cablt1et-
1nekt:1· who con1e;-s for i t  be i 1 1  goo I circu n11 t.tl.llct-1 ? 

Becauae he is comfurtnble,-eomefor tdl,.
1 5. ,vhy is the 1ii\eenth letter of the alphabt:t, \\'het1 rnuti ·

!awd, l ike. � Pari11iu11 cockney.
Because it is  a IJad u. - badaud.

16, Why is the Pacific like an ihhnblfant of L11.n ue<loc ? 
l¼t-c1luse Jt'11 a la11ql1 i,l oc.:-.. n.-a La11pedocian.

17. \Vh)' ia a eha i r , l ikt> the f., l inE, nce l
Because it's n cnte11ation. a catty nation.

18 ,  Wh)' should  11,y fi:ie11d 1\-lisa Snrah Ama11da be able to 
stand. fi re ? necause ,;l1e'11 n Sal 1\ 1uanda.-a salamander.

12� Why is mere lit , le difference between herb so11p and 
tu1-tle' ? 

Because 011e is l1e 1·l 1 i:ioup. the otl1e.r soup herb.- .rupero. 
20. ,v1,y migl1t a 1-egt1 l:1 1· t'tl,vdy be eaten ?

Decnust: ho 's n loafet· t,,·ed.-a loajead.

!tl. ,vhat must  you do to a tea-table to n1ut,e it  flt to eaL ? 
T11ke tea f,-01 11 it, t, it  then �comes eatable. 

22. What im.porta1 1 t ujfft·1-eQC'-' is tht-1-.i between a sot and the
pu1-p.le Convolvu lus ? 

The ,one is al,vnys d1·unk, the othe1· blue every ot l1er day.
23, '\Vhy do� a lady i11 tight cersets 11evet" need co1nfort ? 

Becau�e site's alren<ly so laced.-solaced.

24. \, 1)t!n you cal le.:l tl.J.e dock a wha1·t; ,,,by wa.<1 it a deed of'
writing ? necause it  ,vas 11 doclc yo11 u1ca11t.-a doc11me11t.

25. Wl1y 011gl�t -r 11e autho1· of tl ,e '' G1·otesq t1e a11d Anibes­
q,1.�;, to be a good wi·i t •·•· ui" vers� ? 

lo3ecause he's a 1>0et to a t. Aclcl t to Poe 111ak<!a i t  l'oel .
* For cxo.m pl e,-ir1 pluce ef A put  t or any other

arbitra�y cbaracte r·-in plsice of B, a * &c. &<'. Le t
nn en1 ire alphnbe t be made in t h is mut1ner, a 11d t l1en 
le t t h is nlphabe f 'be used in n11y piece et' wri t i ng.  Th is 
"''riting can be read , hy m_eans of a proper method• 
Le t this be pu� to tho test. l..et any one address us 
a Ietler in this way, and we pledge 0 11reelves (o road 

it  forthwith:-ho w�ver u11uoual or arbi trary may be• 
the characters employed . 
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