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"PREFAC.E

ERRA D EUON

I_ PreseyT the Reader withan im-
perfect attempt on an imaportans
topic. The materials -defigned for
this. Effay, with others, have been
accidentally deftroyed. - The fol«
lowing. tketches are therefore not fo
pumerqus 4 £ could wifh, and gs
the fubjet appears to promife. They
claim all the jndylgence of the titls.”
I have long canfidered, what] ima-
gine will be readily acknowledged,
that there is a fimilarity jn the cha-
racters of Men of Genius, perceivable
s az to
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tq a.contemplative mind, .and that.
refleGtions on their charaéter may be
cxemphﬁed by a fuﬁicmnt number
of fadts.” 'To feife. the- d1fpoﬁt10ns
of the Literary Chara&er, I looked
therefore into"Literary Hiftory, and
my colle¢tions exceeded my hopes.

“When Rouffeau compofed his le’ -
fertation on the Equality of Man;
this ‘eloquent philofopher fought for
faéts, on which to found his reafon
“ings ;- thefe he colleGted from ' an
‘extenfive. perufal .of voyages and ‘ac-
courits of - remote nations. I confi-
dered that to form juft; refle@ions on
Men " of Genius, it was proper to
colle® facts from their’ biography,
and their’ concatenation’ produced-all
my refle@ions.

The
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; Thc ‘more 1 medxtate,, the moreI
am perfuaded that all. fpeculanons
are illufory and unfatlsfa&ory, unlefs
they are eftablithed on:. prominent
fa&s, wh1ch are to be firft colle&cd
(before we venture to 1ndulgc meta-
»phyﬁcal dquuxﬁnons It is an ob-
fervation of Bohngbrok-e‘,‘ utnat « ab~
S ftract  or  general propoﬁtlons,
.“ though never, fo truc, apPear ob-
““feureor doubtful to us. very oﬁcn,
<l they are explamed by exain-
j“ ple:—when examples are pomted
“ out to us, there is a kind of appea] :
"¢ with wh1ch we are flattered, made -
i“ to our fenfes, as well as ouf un-
“ derﬂ:andm_gs ' The "inftrution
“ comes then from our authorlty,
“ 1pe y;eld to ﬁzc‘?, when “we reff}
“ fptculiztim'.”‘ If we ‘cofnpare-tll'c

a3 .. labours
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labours of Machiavel with thof of |
Montefqﬁiéu, we 'r‘ria)?' obferve, that
the illuftrious Frenchmiat hadail the
delicacy, the refinement, and thé
fcnﬁbility of is nation, and Kis gene=
al refle@ions are therefore brilliant,
but often fallacious, _B‘e‘cauﬁ: not built
on the permanent bafé of experichice.
‘The crafty Florentine, vérfant in the
manners of Princes, with fagacity
cqua] to his genius, deduces all his
refleGtions from thofe promment
Jfaéts which paffed under his- eye, or
w}nch he colle&ed from the records
of inftruitive hiftory. Lord Bacon
introduced that  wife philofophy
‘which is only founded on expers-
ments ; the ftudy of Nature in her
operations. And I believe every. ju-

dicious phyfician /prcfcrs the manner
of
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of Sydenham, whoderives his medical
fame from the vigilant obfervation,
and the continued experience of
tracing the progrefs of aGual cafes,
in the operation of a&ual remedies,
to that of fome modern medical
writers, who, dazzled by fpecula-
tive phantoms, promulge paradoxes,
which, unconfirmed by facts, produce
.nuch more ferious confequence than
Titerary paradoxes.* _ |

The LiTerarRYy CHARACTER
has, in the prefent day, fingularly
degenerated in the public mind. The
fineft compofitions appear with-
‘out exciting any alarm of admiration,
they are read, approved, and fuc-

a4 ceeded

® The Readers of * A Diflertation on Anecdotes™
‘will pleafe to accept thefe obfervations, as a fipal
fupplement to that tra&, :
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_ceéded by otheérs 5 nor is the prefénce
.of ‘the "Author  confidered,. as . for~
“merly, "as conferring honour on’ his
.companions ; we pg_fs our ' evenings
fometimes with poets and hiftorigns,
whom: it-is probable will be admired
.by. pofterity, with hardly any other
fenfation than we fegl from iqurio:
aflociates. ' RS .

The youth who has.more reading
than experience, .and a ﬁner_irnagié-
nation than a found logic, will often
be furprifed when he compares, the
{plendid fats f’cqredv in his memory,
with the ordinary circumftances 'ihat :
pafs upder his eye. In the hiftory of
.all ages, and of all nations, he ob~

_ferves the higheft honours paid to
the Literary Chara&er. Statues,
‘tombs, feftivals, and coronations,

croud
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trotd- ifr glittering confufion; ‘while,
when he condefcends to look around
him, he perceives the brilliant. en-

.chantment diffolved, and not a vef-
tige remains of the feftivals and the
_coronations. _

Before I attempt to alledgc a‘reafon
for afingular.revolution'in the human
.mind, I'fhall arrange a few ftriking
facts of the numerous honours '»whicb
~have been paid to the Literary Cha-

ralter. S S
I muft not dwell on the diftine-
‘tions beftowed on the learned by the
.Greeks and the Romans ; their tem-
ples, their ftatues, their games, and
fleets difpatched to invite the Stu-
dent; thefe honours were -more
numerous and {plendid than thofe of
modern ages: I muft not detail the
magnificent
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magnificent rewards and the high
veneration paid by the Perfians, the
Turks, the Arabians, the Chinefe,
&e. The Perfian Ferdofi received
facks of gold for his verfes; the
Arabs have fent ambaffadors to con-
gratulate poets on the fuccefs of their
works ; Mahomet took off his man-
Yle to prefent to an Author; and
Yiterature in Chirga confers nobility.
‘But I pafs this romantic celebrity, to
throw a rapid glance on our own
Europe.

Not to commence more remotely
‘than at the thirteenth - century,
when Nobles, and even Kings, afpi-
ted to literature. Authors, of courfe,
wete held in the higheft eftimation.

 Fauchet and Pafquier inform us, that
‘the learned ‘teceived magnificent
drefies,
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3réﬁ‘cs, fteeds richly caparifoned,
attd afms refplendetit with diamonds
and gold. ‘The Floral games at
Touloufé were eftablithed ; and three
prizes of golden flowers were re-
Terved for the happy poets. It was
in the fourteenth century that the Ita-
lians raifed trmmphal arches, tombs,
and . coronations, for diftinguithed
Authors. RavEtnna erected a marble
‘fomb to the memory of Dante ; Cer-
‘taldo a ftatue to Boceaccio, and Pe-
.ttatch.wésé(t' once inVitcd by the city
of Rofie and the court of France, to
recéive- the crown of laurel. Rome
was preferred, and there he was pyb-
lickly crowned with fuch magnifi-
cence of pomp, and ceremonies fo
fplendid and numerous, that his own
‘imagination cbuld 1idt have furpaffed

the
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the realities of this triumph.* . Taffo

died the evening of his -coronation.

In the fifteenth century, Sannazarius

receéived from the Venetians for fix

verfes, fix- hundred' piftoles, and
. poets

® I Jameht much that Dr. Burnej, whofe learning
.excels my praife, and whofe elegance is not inferior
‘to his learning, has treated this fubject with great
‘Jevity. He fays, in his valuable Hiftory of Mufic,
vol. 2. p. 332, that this was a cenfureable v:amtv.—
and that ¢ the blame can on]y be laid on his _ya.:tlr

« or rather on the prallice of the times.™ And he -

continues in a ftrain of ridicule to cenfure thefe tefti-
monies of mtional fenfibility. Baut I obfrve, that
_the learned Do&tor, while he fmiles at this popular
difplay and vanity, ba$ prefixed to bis performance
* bis cwwm, portrait in (what fome may confider) ke of-
fe&ed pofture of beating time, paioted by Reynolds,

"and engraved by Bartolozzi. The Doltor makes an

animated appearance ; but this public exkbibition of
Burney, has not lefs vanity than that of Peirarch;

. muft not we apply to the Doctor his own words, and
« lay the blame on his youth, or rather ox the
¢ prafice of the times 2 . .

The error of Dr. Burney, in th:s inftance, pro-
ceeds f.om his not confefing that there was #0- va-

nity in the coronation of Petrarch ; for the love of

glory is fomething very fuperior to vanity.
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poetswere kiffed by prin'céﬂ'cs; Later
times faw the phlegmatic Hollander
faifea fatue tothe excellént Erafmus.
Eet us not omit that Charles'IX. of
France referved apartments in his
palace, and even wrote a l:;oetical'
epime'» to Ronfard ; and Baif received
- a filver image of Minerva from his

mative city. Charlés V. and Francis I.
in  the -fixteenth * century, - poured
“honours,- prefei'me'nts,i ‘and gifts,. on
- the learned of théir age. Literary
metit was'the road to promotion, and
feignoties -dnd abbeys, feats in the
ftate council, -anid ambaffadorthips
were beﬁ:owed upon the therary
Charatter.

.- Since all this is truth, yet at
prcfent appears much hkc ﬁéhon, it
may be enquired. if our anceftors

were
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were wifer than we, or we mgre wj{g
t,han our 3nceftors,
the art of pfmemg ex#tsd., zr,,c,at.
Authors were like their works, very,
rare ; learning was then only ob-
tained by the devotion of a life, It
was long after the art of mu]tiplying
works at - pleafure was difcovered,
that the P?,Ople were capgﬁlc of par-
ticipating in the novel benefit; what
Alexander feared, when hereproached
Ariftole for rendering learping po-~
pular, has happened to moderp lite-
rature ; learning and talents have
ceafed to be learning and talents, by
an univerfal diffufion of books, and
a continued exercife of the mind.
Authors became numerous, but gs
the body of the people, till within
the
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the prefent: century, was fufficiently
unenlightened, theirnymbers were not
yet found inconvenient; and as dic~
tionaries were not yet formed, every
man was happy to feife on whatever
particles of knowledge accident of-
dered 5 fo late a5 the middle of this
century, Tranflators were yet ¢f-
teemned, and Comp;lers were yet e~
fpetaed. - |
* But fince, with inceffant mduﬁrv,
wolumes “have been multiplied, and
théir prices rendered them acceffible
20 the loweéft artifans, the Literary
CharaGer has gradually fallen into
difrepute. It may be urged that a
fuperior mind, loag cultivated, and
long exercifed, adorned with polite,
and enriched with folid letters, muft
ﬁdl retain it’s pre-efminence amorig
the
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the inferior ranks of men ; and there:

fore may ftill exa@:the fame refpet

from- his fellow-citizens, and ftill
continue the- dignity of an' Author
with the fame’ juft claims as in pre—
t:edmg agcs ST

- T believe, however, that he who
would be reverenced as.an Aythor has
only one- refource ; ‘and that is,- by
paying to himfelf that reverence,
which will be refufed by the multi-
tude. The refpe& which the higher
claffes thew to the Literary Chara&er,
ptoceeds: from :habitual . pélitenefs,
and not. from any- fenfibility, of ad-
miration ; and that this is true, ap-
pears from. this ’circumﬁancc,f that,
thould the Literary Character, in’:;'_c;-

turn, refufe to-accommodate himfelf
to their regulations, and have not the

art
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art of difcovering what quality they
expect to be remarked in themfelves,
he will be foon forfaken; and he
may fay what Socrates did at the
court of Cyprus, ¢ what I know is
“ not proper for this place, and
‘¢ what ‘is proper for this place, I
“ know not.” Men of the world
are curious to have a glance at a
celebrated Author, as they would be
at fome uncommon animal; he is
therefore fometimes exhibited, and
fpeQators are invited. A croud of
frivolifts gaze at a Man of Letters,
and catch the founds of his ideas, as
children regard the reflettions of a
magic lanthorn.*

| b Nor

* The obfervation of the great Erafmus on Men of
Letters, is notlefs juft than admirable. He faid, that
they were like the great figures in the tapeftries of
Flandess, which lofe their effe&, when not feenata
diftance.
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Nor will the Literary Charatter
find a happier reception among others
if he exa&s an obfervance of his
dignity. Authors are a multitude ;.
and it requires no inconfiderable
leifure and intelligence to adjuft the
claims of fuch numerous candidates. -
. De Foe called the laft age, the
age of Projeors, and Johnfon has
called the prefent, the age of Au-
thors. ‘But there is this difference
between them ; the epidemical folly
of proje&ing in time cures itfelf, for
men become weary with ruination 3
but writing is an interminable pur-
fuit, and the raptures of publication.
have a great chance of becoming a
permanent fathion. When I refle®
that every literary journal confifts of
50 or 6o publications, and that of

thefe,
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thefe, 5 or b at leaft are capital per-
formances, and the greater part not
contemptible, when I take the pen
and attempt to calculate, by thefe
given fums, the number of volumes
which the next eentury muft infal-
libly produce, my feeble faculties
wander in a perplexed feries, and
as I lofe myfelf among billions, tril~
lions; and quartillions, I am obliged
to lay down my pen, and ftop at in-
finity. |
 « Where all this will end, God
* only knows,” is the refle®ion of
a grave hiftorian, in concluding the
Memoirs of his Age. Nature has,
no doubt, provided fome concealed
remedy for this future univerfal de-
luge. Perhaps in the progrefs of
{cience, fome new fenfes may be dif-
bz covered
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covered in the human chara&er, and
this fuperfluity of knowledge may be
effential to the underftanding, We
are confiderably indebted, doubtlefs,
to the patriotic endeavours of our
grocers and trunkmakers, whom I
refpet as the alchemifts of literature ;
theyannihilate the grofs bodies, with-
out injuring the finer {pirits.
Weare, however, fincerely to la-
ment that the dignity of great Au-
thors is at all impaired. Every kind
of writers find a correfpondent kind
of readers, and the illiterate have their
admirers, and are of fome ufe. Butit
is time that we fhould diftinguifh be-
tween Authors, and {fubmit ourfelves
to refpect thofe, from whom we ac-
quire inftruction, and to cherith thofe,
from whom we derive the moft ele-

gant of our amufements.
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ADDENDA.

T is, perhaps, unneceflary to remind the
Reader that Cicero has written on Friend-
thip and Glory—cf his work on Glory, no-
thing has reached us but the title ; yet of his
numerous compofitions, this, as a produttion
of cloquence, promifed to be moft grateful
to the ftudent of taite.

The county of Effex was diftinguithed by the
Romans by tie name of Tribonantes, and it
was in this province that Sencca opprefled
the inhabitants with the loan of immenfe
{fums at an immenfe interef. '

I omitted to obferve, that the impiety 6f
Satan has actually been cenfured by Clarke.
Johnfon even applauds the obfervation of our
Divine. I tranfcribe that great Biographes's-

"worde. ¢ Yor there are theughts, as he

¢ (Clarke) juftly remarks, which ne obfer-
¢ wation of charadter can juflify, becaufe mo:
“ good man would willingly permit them te
¢ pafs, however tranfientlv, through his own:
* mind.” Here we obferve two of our moit
profeund thipkars, degiding on a fubeét of
saffe ; hus their edit I prefume js anti-
poetical, Their piety was toc poaderous for
the exertion of their fancy. The divinity
of Clarke, and the logic of Johnfen, were
alike fatal to certain delicicus {trokes in the
arts of fancy; the moft fuhtile particles of
poetical refinement efcaped their unelaftic or-
gans, and fell on the folidity of their minds,
like feeds fcattered upon rocks; where they
maft perith without germinating.



ERRATA.

ke Reader is requefied to corre? the followving Errata
awith bis pem; and to excufe feveral typograpbical
errors, for awbich the fevere indifpofition of the Autbor
will apologize.

PAGE

18 Laft line, for unconnefed, read unconceled.
74 L. 4, for exciting, read citing.
v04 L. 3, — alter converfe, place a comma.
128 Dele ®
13z-L. 7, from the bottom, for Que importent, read
Lue timportent.
135 L. 3, from ditto, for port, read part.
142 L. 4, from ditto, for charity read chaflity.




AN

ESSAY, &
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CHAP. L

Of Literary Men.

A Numerovs and an important body
of men, diffufed over enlightened Eu-
rope, and claffed under no particular
profeflion, are, during the moft arduous
period of their life, unaflifted and unre-
garded ; and while often devoting them
felves to national purpofes, are expofed
not only to poverty, the fate of the many ;
to calumny, the portion of the great ;
‘but to an ugly family of peculiar misfor-
tunes. 'Thefe are men of letters; men
whofe particular genius often becomes
B that
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that of a people ; the fovereigns of rea-
fon ; the legiflators of morality; the ar-
tificers of our moft exquifite pleafures.

Every other body of-ingenious men
(whether the corporation of ufeful me-
chanics, or the fociety of great artifts)
are allowed fome common affociation ;
fome domeftic feat devoted to the genius
of their profeflion, where they are mu-
tually enlightened and confoled. Men
of letters, in our country refemble -

¢ Houfelefs wanderers,’
‘feattered and folitary, difunited and lan-
‘guid ;' whofe talents are frequently un. -
known to their companions, and by the
‘inertnefs of an unhappy fituation, oftcn
unpcrcelved by themfelves.

It is remarkable that thofe men in the
nation who are moft familiar with each
other’s conceptions, and moft cap'ablé
‘of reciprocal efteem, are thofe who are
' oftcn moﬁ cf’trangcd »

| ' 'CHAE
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CHAP. {II.

Of Auibor:

I’I‘ is ncccﬂ'ary to dlﬁmgmfh between
an Author, and .a W riter ; becaufe, the
defcriptions which I propofe to fketch
of the fituations to which genius is fre-
quently expofed will not happen to thofe
‘whofe produéhons are their occafional
cﬁ'uﬁons ; and who feldom propofe in
the puerile ag'e,b to become Authors, I
thall confider that no Writer, has a juft
claim to the title of Author, whofe
CHIEF EMPLOYMENT is not that of sTupy
and éOMPOSI'TION. Richardfon the no-
velift, and Geflner the poet, were both
printers, and this will, occafionally, ex-
clude them from the idea I at prefent
attach to an author. Hume and Bayle,
Johnfon and Voltaire, are ftudents who

aﬁ'umcd the profeffion of authors. The
Ba occafional
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occafional produé’cic;ns of a man of genius
are {o many {porgive .offerings laid on
the altar of the Graces; the more volu-
minous labours. of great authors, are fo
rany nophles ralfed on a tnumph;l
column. ' o S
T tortally exelude from thefe fpecula-
tions two kinds of writers. ‘Thofe who
difgrace letters and’ humanity by an ab:
ject devotion to their private interefts,
and who like Atalanta, for the: fake of
the apples of gold, lofe the  glory of
the }ace and thofe who' intrude on the
public notice without adequate talents,
whofe vanity liftens to a few encomiafts
whofe pohtenefs is greater than their dif-
ccrnment or who applaud loudly and
cenfure in whifpers.

If we enquire into the chara@er of an
author, we find that every clafs of men
entertains a different notion of his occu-
pations. ~ We perceive alfo that the lite-

rary
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rary world are divided into parties ; and
that they are mutually unjuft. Few are
capable of honouring this character ; in-
dividuals err from various motives ; the
public only are enlightened and juft.

"The importance of an author in fo-
ciety, is yet fo little known, that it is
rarciy apparent even to authors them-
felves. '

‘The fathionable circle conceive an au-
thor muft be an amufing companion ;
they confider his prefence, like the other
ornaments of their tables. It implies
that they are perfons of tafte.

"The bufy part of mankind fuppofe an
author to be a trader ; and are only afto-
nifhed to obfetve men perfevere in an
occupation fo unprofitable. .

The ftatefman only regards a philofo-
phical writer as a man of dangerous fpe-
culations, who, if left in fecurity, is
daring, if attacked by perfecution, is

B3 intrepid.
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intrepid. One who makes him tremble
in the darknefs of hxs moft fecrct coun-
cils.

" The man of fciencc fcgards his pfo;
du&ions with contcmpt and at the moft
favourablc view only as fo many amuﬁng
futilities. He marks his fuperior fuccefs
with a Jcalous eye; and complains of a
frivolous public. A geometrician can
draw no .deductions, and fees nothing
provcd, by the fineft verfes of a poet ;
an antiquary marvels that an elegant hif~
torian thould be pref;:rred to a chrono-
loger; and a metaphyfician wonders at
the delight communicated by faithful re-
prefentations of human life, written by
one whom he thinks incapable of com-
prehending a page of Locke,

It will furprife the young and virtuous
reader, when I muft alfo add that the
charaéter is fometimes confidered as a
kind of difgrace. To excel in thofe ac-

complifhments
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complifhments which enlighten or amufe
a polithed people, has ceafed to be a
merit with fome, becaufe of the nume-
rous claimants for this honour. But it
is with authors as with thofe military
fops who frequent the theatres, and af-
fume with their cockade, the title of
captain. Enquire, and you find that
the obftreperous gentleman has been
only an enfign for a week, and often
that he has no claims at all to the bor-
rowed cockade. Thus with authors, if
the pretenders are difcerned, and the
ranks diftinguithed, a man will reduce
the number toa very inconfiderable por-
tion of a numerous acquaintance. Every
one who prints a book is not an author ;
publication is the teft of literature, and
there are an infinite number of works
which are printed, but which all the in-
ventive. induftry  of the author could
rever publifh. -

B4 Many
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Many of that clafs of fociety whofe ens
tire nights are rotations of inanity, and
whofe days are too fhort for neceffary re«
pofe, bluth for a friend who is an au.
thor; and, as. the daughter of Addifon
was taught, defpife even a parent wha
had given to a fathionable and unworthy
woman, an illuftrious name. Thefe are
they who gaze in the filence of ftupidity
when an unufual topic glides into con-
verfation, and will pardon any fpecies of
rudenefs, fooner than that of good fenfe.

Others know themfelves incapacitaged
to become authors, and ficken at the re-
colletion of their abortions. Literary
attainments are depreciated, to confale
their deficiencics ; as bankrupts, out of
mere enyy, calumniate the fuccefsful
merchant.

There is, however, a race of ingenious
men, who derive their merit and their
fortune from their ftudies, -and yet cotr--

femn
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temn literaturc and literary fnen.  This
1s a paradoxX of the heart, of which
the folution may appeat difficult. Adrian
VL. obtained the pontificate, as the re-
ward of his learning ;- and men of letters,
indulged the moft golden hopes, at his
acceflion ; but on the coni:rary, he con-
temned literature, and perfecuted ftu-
dents. A living orator, whofe chief
merit confifls in his literary powers, it hag
been faid, performs in the prefent day,
the part of Adrian. Such men treat
fcience, as a barbarous fon, who fpurns
at that parent, the milk of whofe bofom
nurtured him in infancy, and whofe
hand fupported him in youth, A lite-
rary friend obfervces, that the pope feared
left men of letters might fhake the pon-
tificate, and the orator, left they might
detect the errors of his politics ; an ob-
fervation which fhews the political in-
fluence of authors.

| Thofe
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- Thofe to whom nature has beftowed

callous organs, and who are really infen-
fible to the charms of fancy, or the force
of reafon, we pardon; imbecillity muft
be accep_téd as an apology for errors,
fince it often is for crimes. -
- How hard is the fate of the author,.
who, when he once publifhes, becomes
in the minds of all, whatever they chufe
to make him!

CHAP.
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CHAP. IIL

Of Men of Letters.

E diftinguith two kinds of Men
of Letters. Both alike make their prin-
cipal occupation to confift in ftudy; but
the one are induced from many concur-
ring circumftances not to publith their
labours; and the other devote their life
to communicate their {peculations to the’
world. Few men of letters reje&t the
honours of an author, out of modefty;
but fome are inert through terror, and’
fome through eafe. The French (rich’
in expreflions relative to polite letters)
diftinguith thefe learned and tranquil
ftudents, by the happy 'title of /ittera-
ieurs.

‘The popular notion of a man of let~- .
ters is asunfettled, asunjuft. It is fup-.

pofed that becaufe a taylor makes a
fathionable-
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fathionable coat, and a builder erelts a
houfe according to modern tafte, a man
of letters muft theretore produce a book,
adapted to the reigning mode. It is
not neceffary that every man of lutters
fhould become an auchor, though it is
the indifpenfible duty of an author to be
-4 man of letters. Some fuppofe that it
is fufficient when they commence au-
thors, to ftudy what they write, it would
be advantagrous if we write alfo what we
ftudy ; for without learning, few works
are valuable ;- and he who employs not a
ufeful cement, will fee his brilliant edifice
feattered by the winds, in fhining frag~

ments, ‘ '
- 'The man of letters, is in general, a
more amiable character than the author.
His paflions are more ferehe, his ftudies
more regular, his folitude more foothing,
He - encounters ho concealed ot public
enemy, and his tranquillity is not a
' feather
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feather in the popular gale. = Every dit-
cavery he makes is. a happy conqueft
every charm-of tafte a filent enjoyment...
.' Nér"arc fuch characters as the multis
tude imagine unufeful in the tepublic of
letters.  To the elegant. leifure of thefa
ftudents we are indebted for many of the
ornaments of literature ;: and authors
-~ themfclves have recourfe to thefe fages,
as their conductors, and fometimes as
their patrons. Thefe men of lcttcrs; like
guides over the Alps, thgugh no travel-
lers themfelves, warn the adventurqug
explorer of impending d'angcr,’and»in-
ftryc him in bis paffagc.

No literary charaer is more fre-
quently amiable than fuch a man of let-
ters. The occupations he has chofen,
ave juftly called the ftudies of humanity ;
and they communicate to his manners,
his underftanding, and his heart, that
refined amenity, that lively fenGbiliry,

and
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and that luminous acutenefs which flow
from a cultivated tafte. He s an enthu-
fiaft ; butan enthufiaft for elegance. He
loves literature, like virtue, for the har-
mony it diffufes over the paffions ; and
perceives, that like religion, it has the
fingular ‘art'of communicating with an
unknown and future ftate. For the love
of pofterity is cherithed by thefe men of
letters ; and though they want the energy
of genius to addrefs the pub'lic, often for
that pubiic, they labour in filence. It
is they who form public libraries ; father
negle&ted, and nurture infant genius;
project and fupport benevolent inftitu-
tions, and pour out the philanthropy of
their heart, in that world, which they ap~
pear to have forfaken.

- Their mild difpofitions firft led them
into the province of literature. They
found in books an occupétion congenial
to their fentiments; labour without fa-

tigue ;
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~tigue ; repofe with a&ivity ; an employ-~
' ment, interrupted without inconvenience,
-and exhauftle(s without fatiety. They
-remain ever -attached to their ftudies;
for to give a new diretion to life, would
-require a vaft effort, and of exertion they
-are incapable. Their library and their

"chamber are cbntiguous; and often in

this contracted fpace, -does the opulent
owner confume his delicious -hours.—

His purfuits are ever changing,.and hé
enlivens the auftere by the lighter ftu-~
-dies. It was faid of a great hunter, that
he did not live, but hunted ; and it may

be faid of -the man of letters, that-he
does not live, but meditates. He feels
that pleafing anxiety, which zefts defire,
arifing from irtitative curiofity ; and he
is- that happy ‘man who creates hourly
wants, and enjoys the voluptuoufhnefs of

-immediate gratification. The world pity

the man of' letters. inhumed -among his
s books,
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.books, and their miftaken ‘wit infcribes
on his doar, “ here lies the bady of our
“friend!”  Yet unthinking men are nat
without ¢xcufe; his pleafuses are filent
and concealed. Whatever is not tran-
quil alarms; whatever is ferene attracts;
he therefore. becames a Mecenas, but
never a Virgil; protects letters, but never
compofes boaks; a lover of art, but never

an artift. o
Thefe men of letters form penetrating
critics, whofe tafte is habitual, and whofe
touch is firm and unerring, Criticifm
is happily adapted to their powers qf
action; becaufe in criticifm they par-
take of the pleafures of genius, without
the painful exertion of invention; and as
they are incapable of exerting invention,
and direét their ftudies to form and
polith judgment, this latter faculty is
often more cultivated, and more vigo-
rous, than even that of men of genius.
‘ Few
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Few writers attain to any perfection un-
affifted by fuch a connoiffeur ; the viva-
cityand enthufiafm of geniusare indulged
often in violations of délicaCy and truth;
~ and what the author wants is precifely
what this critic can alone give. It is
not to be doubted that the familiar ac-
quaintancewhich exifted between Racine,
Boileau, and Moliere, was moft precious
to them We knov that they commu-
nicated their arts of compofition, and
flood centinels over each other with the
fevereft and moft vigilant eye. Hence
that equable power, and finithed elegance
which ditinguith their producions.—
Corneille, who aflociated with neither,
and like a fultan would infpire awe, by
concealing himfelf in folitary grandeur,
Joft thefe invaluable conferences, and
indulged genius carelefs of the rafures of
tafte. Hence his grofs defe@s and ir-
regularitics. In England, where fuch

C 3y
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an unioh has been rare, . we can trace the
fame cffects. Pope, Swift, and 'Boling)«.
broke, werc of mutual advantage; Pope
had not been a philofopher without the
aid. of Bolingbroke ; and Swift, an in-
ferior poet, without the -falutary coun-
fels of Pope. Milton, fevered from all
literary friends, has left in his fublime
¢pics, too many traces of this feparation;
and it may be faid that his greateft works
contain his greateft blemithes. 1In the
finithed pieccs of his youth, when he
had a critical eye at every hour on évery
page, we find no want of corrective
iouches. Churchill, a great and irre-
gular genius, with fuch friends had not
only left his fatires more terfe, ‘and more
harmonious, but had been incapable, in
his feebleft hours, to have fo frequently
compofed, fuch a feries of unconncéted

and profaic rhimes.

Ofien
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Often, by! an: excelleny. difcernment,
thele critics give 2 happy direction 1o
the ‘powers. of a young writer. Such
was the obforvatian of Walfh, whofe ad-
¥ice to.Pope, .that . correétndfs in our
pectry was ‘the anly mdans which re-
airnied to diftingyith himfelf, ahimated
the paer, to fdrm that promisent "and
Beauriful fasture in lis poctical characters
: To prove their great utility td men of
genius, the following inftance may ferve.
Not always he whofe dbilities are capable

. of adorning the page of hiftery, is alike
¢éapable of difcovering the hidden and
perpléxed - tracks of - learned refearch.
Men of genius rarely read catalogues. To
whont is the philofophic writer of mo-
dern hiftory to hiave recourfe, but to fuch
a man of letters? When Robert{on pro-
pofed writing hig various hiftories, he
was ignorant of his fubje&, and irrefo-
lute in his defigns. 'We had nearly lofk
: C:z  his
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his elegant compofitions; He confeffed
in letters, which T have feen addrefled to
Dr. Birch, that “ he had never accefs tq
“ copious libraries, . nor . an extenfive
« knowledge of authoss.”, - Dr. Birch,
who.was an admirable: /ittcrateur, in his
anfwer has given a copjous:amd critical
catalogue of proper authors, accompa-
nied by ‘valuable information; which is
acknowledged by our clegant hiftorian
with warmth. Itwascertainly that kind
of neceffary knowledge, which only the
learning of our fcholar could fupply, and

_without' which the project of Robertfon’s

hiftories muft have perifhed in tbc con-
ecption.  Thefe ftudents are therefore
uferul. members in the republic of letters,
and may be compared to thofe fubterra-
neous ftreams, which flow. into fpacioug
lakes, and which, though they flow in-
vifibly, -enlagge the waters whlch attra&

the pubhc eye. .
: Spme-f
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‘Sometimes thefe .men of tters dif+ °
tinguifh themfelves by their productions; *
but though- thefe imay be excellent, they .
always rank in the inferior departments -
of literature; .and they .rarely occupy -
nore thar the firft place in the fecond .
clafs. Their works are fipithed com- .
pofitions of tafte; or eccentric refearchcs
of curiofity, fcldom the fervid labouts of
high invention. They are ingenious
men, not men of genius. If they pour
forth thcir.eﬂ‘uﬁons in verfe, we may
have fome dclicatc opufcula; elaborate
beauties, but not of an original Kind.-
Such are’ many of our.minor poets, dif-
tinguithed for the refinements, but not
the powers of their art. They may ex- -
cel in happy verfions of a claflic; of
“‘which we have many admirable proofs.
Their inquiries may be learned, the fruits
of inceflant labour; and leng leifure;
and they fometimes chufe for their dif--
C3 fertations,
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{crtations, urcomman topics . Thelk
they trcaf often with irgenuity, by
chiefly enchane by 'a faduttive. panner,
They have a certain glow, fiké agentle
and regular firé ; but which mever flatheg: *
and flames like a powerful ifwentive ™
mind. ¥ is rather the fire raiftd in'a
forge, than burfting from a natural vol-
canio. Such writets ‘are the atthors of
thofe fittle effays, which are precious'to
men of tafte; on painﬁng, and on poetry;
on bcauty, ‘and on dtformlty Elegant

minds, that imbue with cIcgancc lxght'
ﬁxbje&s ; their ftrokes are not c0ﬂtmucd |
and grand, but occafional and brilliant ;-
and if they rarely excite admiration by
new combinations ‘of reflection of ima-’
gery, often paint, with a mellow wariath,

the beauty of fetimest. In fuch at.

temnpts they fuceeed ; beenufe they feledt

their  fubject, with she fondnefs of a

lover, and dre «famxhar with. its refesved-

S graces.
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gracet. When unfortunately they a-
tempt higher topics, which require ele-
- vated conceptions, and fervid genius, we
perceive their feeble enerjgies  Such
writers, like the lark, muft only rifeon
- playful wing, ard refound their favou-
rite motes; but a man of génius, like a
hawk, elevates himfelf to difcover the

countty, and to dart on his prey.
- We fhall elucidate thefe sefleGions by
the charadter of M. Sacy. He was
"modeft; ingenious, and fenfitive.  He
cultivated his talents with ardour, and
foothed the labours of the bar, with the
fludies of polite letters.. He gave a
verfion of Pliny, which hag ndt injured
- the delicicy of -the original.  Admitted
1o the eircle of che Marchionefs de Lam-
bert, he enjoyqd the familiariry of men
of genius; and by the fenfibility-of his
heart, engaged the affections of the
Margchionefs more forcibly than even the
' Ca genius
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genius of fuperior minds. Animated by
his focial enjoyments, he wiote with
amenity, an interefting Effay on Friend-
Thip. In this he fucceeded ; for no mind
could be more fufceptible to it’s foft and
domeftic raptures. He afterwards com-
-poled an Effay on Glory; but here he
did not fucceed. A man of genius alorie
can write on fuch a topic; it requires a
mind that expands from the limits of a
family to a nation; . from a nation to the
world ; from the world to pofterity. Vaft
and gigantic operation of the foul ! This
1s no tranquil fentiment of tafte, but an
impetuous paffion of genius. A Cicero,
not a Sacy, fhould have written on
Glory ; ‘but Cicero did not feel mare
cx'quiﬁ'fcly than the amiable Sacy, on
the fubject of Friendthip.

CHAP.
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CHAP. Iv.
On fome (’barac‘kﬂ/hr.f of a Youth of Genius:

IPROPOSE to fketch fome of the mif-
fortunes which often attend a wrlqer, or
an artift.  Should my picture prove to be
a faithful reprefentation, thy ke!ings will
difpofe me to lament my talent.

To what an unknown height might an
adequate education elevate the human
charatter, if ic were poffible at his birth
to detect the future genius. The oftrich
has the fagacity to difeover in it's cggs,
thofe which are worthy of her genial
watmth, and feparates them from the
reft, which would have proved fterile to
the folicifous cares of a mother. Itisnot
thus with the human race. If we.could
perceive the man of genius, in “the na-
« tal hour,” we might felect him from
the croud, and nourith the giant, with

o the
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the aliment a giant may be fuppofed to
require. At the dge of twenty his ma-
turity would appear.; and he would have
performed at thirty whatever a Horaee
ora Livy have dene; while the vigour
of life yet remained to fhew us fomething
- more exquifite in fancy; and more com-
plicate, yet clear in reafonipg, than at
prefent we can poflibly conceive. But,
alas! -jt is-oply the remantic eye of .the
poee, whi¢h can obferve the graces
wreathing his cradle with myriles. T quie
my fantaftic man of genius-to defcend to
rature and to experience. .

It is rather fingular. that none but
princes, and monfters, have the privi
lege of exciving public cariofity at theit
Birth. -A ran of geniusiis dropt among
the people, and has firft.to encounter the
diffieultics of ordinary men, without thay
¢onfined. talent: which. is adapted to a
mean deftination. Parents, of honeft

: difpo«
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difpefitions, . dre the victime of the de-
termined propenfity of a fon, to a Virgik
or an Euclid ; ‘and the firlk ftep into life
of 4 mun’ of genius is difobedience and
. The fraguent. firuation of {uch a man
is defcribed with greas fimplicity, by the
aftsologer Lilly, whether be were 2 man:
of geniys o tof, in the curious memairs
af his life, Hg there tells ys, thet having
propofed to hiy father they he fhoyld
#y his forsune in Lendem, whers he
hoped his kearning and his talents might
prove ferviceabln. to him, be ohferves
that his futher (who was ificapable of dif
covering his latens genius inhis ftudicos
difpefitions) very willingly. confented to
get rid of him, % for'] could not mork,
« delvethe plough, or endureany epun.
% try labour ; way father oft would fay I
% was good Jor mophcup.~-"The fashers of
molt of sur men of gentus have emplayed:

: the
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the fame, expreﬁions as the fathier of’
Lilly. S .
An apparent ‘indolence hangs about.
contemplative genius; he loves the re<
pofe of the body, and the ativity of the.
mind. It is known that moft men of
great abilities in their puerile days, have.
retired from the fports of their mates,:
and while they were folded up in their
little wild abftrattions, have dppeared:
dull to duntes. - We often hear, from
the early- companions or intimates of a
man of .genius, that at fchool he had:
been remarkably heavy and unpromifingy
but, in gruth, he was .only remarkably.
penfive,. and often pertinacioufly affi-
duous: The great Bofuet at {chool would,
never join with his young companions,
but preferred plodding over a book.—
They revenged themfelves by a boyiflr
Jeft of calling him, dos fuetus aratro, an ox-
daily toiling in the plough. It is curious
' to
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to obferve, that the young painters, to
ndncule the conftant labours of Domeni-
chino in his youth, did him the honour
to diftinguith him alfo by the title of
great Ox. - Chatterton offers flill a
better, though a more melancholy in-
~ftance. It is in this manner that one man
-of genius generally refembles another.
" This ination of body, and ativity of
.mind, they retain’ throughout life. A
-man .of genius is rarely enamoured of
:common amufements. ‘And the boy who
‘was unadroit at marbles, and refufed fca-
ling the wall of an orchard;, when a man,
feldom excels as’'an agile huntér, or an
~elegant dancer. I am defcribing the én-
-thufiafm of talent, -not it’s uninterefting
mediocrity. A man of genius is the
fureft teftimony on this point. Let us
-attend to the minttrel of Dr. Beattie.

 Concourfe
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5 Conéourfe, and poife; and t!zil he ever ﬂ;d,
« Nor cared to mingle in the clamorous fray
<t Of fquabbling imps; but to the foreft fhed.”

t The explott of firength, dexterity or fpeed,
#¢ To hith nor variity, rei’ joy <ould bring.” |

« Would Edwin this Majeftic fcetie refign,
~ “ Foraught the hur}tfmaq?s puny craft fupplies™
] repeat, his mind alone has altivity.——
The fire fide in the. winter, ard fome
- favourite tree in-the fummer, will be his
feats; his amufemients become {tudies,
“and his medititions are made in his
walks, as well as in his chair. Thefe
-are fome of the marks which diftinguith
him from the mah of the world.

We have been sble to difcover this
difpofition in youthful genius ; the fane
characterifes his age. It was thuis when
Mecenas, accompartied by Virgil and
Horice, retired one day into the country,
the minifter amufed himfelf with a ten-
nis-ball; tbe two poets repofed on a
vernal bank, beneath a delicious fhade.

Pliny
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Pliny was plealed with the Roman moda
of hunting, which admitted him 1o fic &
whole day with his tablets and ftylus,
that (he fays) if 1 returth with empty
pets, my tablets may at leaft be full.

Among the inaufpicious circumftances
which frequently attend the fir(} exertions
of juvenile gepius, is the want of fenfi~
bility and difcernment, in the literary
fan or artift whqfe regard and coupfels
he folicits. Remote from the world of
safte, he cultivates with ardour, but not
with art, talents which tremble in the
fecblenefs of infancy. When the intel-
letual offsprifig is ftruggling with pain,
and fear, into exiftence, the hand that
fhould aid it’s delivery repels with an un-
patural barbarity.  As Churchill fays,

 They cvuth 2 Bard, jult burfting from the fhell 1 -
In thefe wild houss of youth and fancy,

the juvenile writer roves likean infula.tcd V
» wanderer.
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wanderer. Thrown on an enchanted ifle,
his car liftens with an artlefs impatience
for the celeftial tones of an Ariel. ' It is
his unhappy fate to encounter a brutal
and malicious Caliban. Such has been
the fituation of feveral men of genius
when they firft addreffed themfelves to
an unworthy man of letters for their
protector.

- Another unfriendly influence over
young genius is the want-of difcernment
in thofe, who have the dire@ion of their
talents. Pope was often heard to fay,

~that he could learn nothing from his

mafters, for they wanted fagacity to dif-
cover the bent of his genius; and the
preceptors of Thom{on, reprimanded the
poet, for being too poetical in fome of
his exercifes.  The judicious Quintilian

obferves, that it is not fufficient that a

mafter inftructs his fcholars in fcience;

but he fhould alfo cultivate thofe par-
B ticular




.ticylar  geod :qualities . nature has be-
A ﬁowcd o -cach ;. tq add to thefe whlch
are . deﬁcmnt 1o corre& fomc and to

change othcrs S ;
At is a mclancholy trutb, that thc

P

of thelr lee, is that whxch 1s gcnerally
_lcaﬁ rcgardcd When we moﬁ want

.......

Judgment, we. hawc none ;. and age 1s
often paffed . qnly in, lamcntatlons over
_youth Thc gvcn:ful moment whxch
‘dctcrmmcs our futurc years,  is min-
: gled and loﬁ among hours whlch can-
not be rccallcd P’nyﬁcnans tell " us,
‘that thete is a ccrtam pomt in yOuth at
.whach our conﬂltunon takes it's, form,
and on which ‘the famty of life revolves.
The exxﬁcnce of genius, experiences a
ﬁrmlar dangerous moment. Tafte er-
‘roneouﬂy dlre&ed or ‘genius ‘unfubdued;
feeblcnefs not mv1gorated or v1gour not

. foftened ; are the ‘accidents which render
D cven
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. The ppeculiaritics wof genius are often
terived (from ilocal:habits,:.or.acdidental
cirbumflanees; and this zesack dhews
the unwearied vigtlance neceflary to ‘be
obferved in the progrefs and formation
of genius. 1Rembrandt is,one.inftance;
his; peaiiliarity. df fhadewas: derived from
the sircumitanceof his,father’s.mill re-
ceiving light.frem an apertureat thetop,
which habituared him afteriards oo that
fiogular meanner of : broad ;fhades.  The
fame. analogy.maytbe traced : in. the bu
man.intelect. . Amaneof goius is.often
determined.tp, thape bis mitidintoa pas-
ticular form, by rhe. hooks of bis:yoath.
Dr. Frapklintells ys, .that when young,
and. wantipg boaks, he:zacidensally fouwad
De.Eoe’s, Effay on Rrojedis,, from which
work: he, thinks isnproflions were derived
that. afteewards .influcnced fome of she
principal.events.of his life. Jtwaabya
fudious perufal of Plutarch’s illuftrious

D2 men,
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men, that Roufleau received that gran-
denr.of fentiment which- diftinguithes-all
his compofitions, and created Him'that
romantic and fenfitive bemg he ever res
mained. T
- If..wc.exocpt fome.rare . inftances, no
writer can difplay his talents {o indifpal
tably that the world thall be confcious of
his:exalted- génids, at an early period.
Du Eos ‘and Helvetius. have fixed that
great hour in the fhort dayiof man, about
the age of-fh‘irty ; and I recolle® an-old
Spanifh writer lays it-down as an axlorif
that ;0 author: fhonld- publifh a book
under: the age of thmy-ﬁve It ts cer=
tain ‘that many ‘of< our firft gcmufes’
have nat eviaced their abilities till forty
* Some: indeed- fpring : fuddenly lie-‘a
fower ; ~while: others! ‘expand gradually
like a tree. -Some are like diamonds
w}uch r&étve thenrﬁne polrfh froman c}a..

20
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borate art, while others refemble pearls
‘which are born with their beautiful luftre.
Is ir enquired if during this long pe-
-riod 2 man of genius does not give fome
evident marks of his future powers? I
anfwer that fometimes he.does ;- fome-
times he does not ; and fometimes they
are dubious.. They are frequently dubi-
ous, becaufe the grofleft pedant attends
.to his ftudies, if not with the fame af-
fection, at leaft with-as much conftancy
asthe fineft genius. ‘Who can diftinguith
between pertinacity and genius? It is,
-perhaps, impoffible to know if a young
ftudent will be a compiler, oran hiftorian.
The firft effufions of a man of genius
may be fo rude, as were thofe of Swift
and Dryden, that no reafonable hope
can - be formed of his happy progrefs.
The juvenile productions of many great -
writers evince nothing of that perfection
.they afterwards obtained ; and probably
D 3 Raphael
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Raphael when e firfb fiadowed his rude
man, ofi_his. father's earthehware, Had
not e froke of that ideal beauty, which
ene day his head: wai. re concrive, zud

his hand to astemps. - S
Sometimies 4 fopcres tind gives no
evidence of 1t's greag powdrs; genius
iay, like Aneas, bevéiled by a cloud,
and remain unpesceived even by it’s af-
fociates; a5 in the cafe of Gold{mith,
whom even his literary cofnpanions re-
garded as a compiler, not asa writer of
tafte. Hume was confidered for his fo-
briety and afliduity, as capable of be-
coming a good merchant ; of Johnfon it
was faid, ‘that he would never offend in
converfation, and of Baileau, that he bad
no great underftanding, but would {peak
ill of no one. Farquhar, who afterwards
joined to great knowledge of the world,
the livelieft talents, was at college a
heavy cotnpanion, and unreafonably dell.
Thefe,.
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Thefe, from, nymerous, inftances, will be
fufficient. Agpin, when a fuperior mind
cvinc;s it’sc;rrl‘y gcnius, it i not always

.....

w}w bcgap vq;ﬁ,ﬁc,rs, ancj concludcd ) poets.

- It happens, howeyver, sbgt. fometimes
geuius upequivocally. difcovers. itfelf in
the puerile age. . Sopoe appear to have
Jusditated op the, art they. love, on the
Lbafom of their nurfe ; and they are pain-
ters and poets before they know the
names of their.colours, and the fabric of
their verfe. Michael Angelo, as yet a
child, wherever be went, employed him-
felf in drawing, which fo much alarmed
his noble parents, who were fearful their
‘family might be difhonoured by a man
iof genius, that they mingled caftigations
.with their reprimands. Angelo relin.
.quithed the pecil, but it was only 1o
take .the brufh. When he attempted

flatnary, bis father bluthed to think his-

Dg . fon
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fori wasa ftone-cuttcr. Angclo f)crﬁﬁca
and bécame'a 2 gréar man’ m oppoﬁtlon to
His hoblé px‘ogcmtors. Vclafquez, a Spa-
nifh “painter,” when "hé pcrformed s
fchool ‘tafKs; - filled” thcm with fketchés
and’ drawmgs: ahd,’ a§" fodie wtite their
names’ on' their: books; Mis 'were known
by exhibiting pecirhens of his gemus.:
 An- obfervation “may 'be: introduced
here which is due to the parents of a' man
of genius. T

- We never read the bnograph) of a
great character, whether he excelled.-in
letters, or the fine arts, without repro-
bating the domeftic perfecution of thofe,
who ‘oppofed his inclinations, and en-.
deavoured to-unfeather the ténder pinion
of juvenile genius. No poet but is roufed
-with indignation, at the recollection of
the Port Royal Society. thrice burning
the poetical romance, which Racine.at
Icngth:'got by heart; no geometrician
& but
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but - bittérly ‘criminates théfither’ of
Paicat for nét fuffering " him ‘toread
Fuclid, which he at ‘length underfteod
without reading’; no painter, ‘but exe-
crates' thé parents of Angelo, for fnatch:
ing the pencil from his hand, -though at
Jength he became fupcrior to every artift.
All this is.unjuft. 3
¢.: Let us place ourfelves in thefituation
ofa parent.of a man of .genius, and we
fhdll find another affociation of ideas
concerning him than thofe we have at
prefent.  We fee a ‘great man, theya
‘difobedient child ; we fee genius, they
-obftinacy. The career of genius is rarely
that of fortune ; and very often that of
«contempt. Even in it's moft flattering
afpe, what is it, but p]ucking_ a few
brilliant ﬂo“(crs -from precipices, while
the reward terminates in the hono@f?
- The anxious parent is more defirous of
his fon’s cultivating the low-lands where
induﬁry
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ipdefiry, may teap, ip, filent peace, no

precanipuy; harveft. Bt I even confels
that many. parenss are themfelves not fo
infenfible to glogy, but thay they would
prefez a fplendid: poverty, to°ap obfeurs
aopulence ; but who is to be certain that
a young man is obeying the folicitation
of true genius, or merely, the. fondnefs
for an art, in which he muft pever be an
artift? Literary men themfelves fre~
queatly are averfe to encourage the lite~
rary difpofitions of their children.

It is certain that a love forany art, ip
youth, is o evidence of genius. The
cafual perufal of Spenfer, which might
produce a Cowley, has no doubt given

‘birth to a croud of unknown poets. We

have a confiderable number of minor
artifts, of all kinds, who never attain to
any degree of eminence, and yet in their
youth felt a warm inclination for their

art, If the impulfe of genius, and the

per-
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perlexerance of defire, if concaption and
Mmitation, could ever be accurately dift
tinguifhed in the philefophy of the mmd’
it would be one of the moft ufefut of me-
tapbyfrcal {peculations. But’ philofo-
phers have mot yet agreed of thé nature
of gentus, for while fome conceive it to
be a gift; others think it an acquifition.

We now proceed to fome reflections
on the friends of youthful genius.

The friends of a young writer are ge-
nerally prejudicial. A To find a fagq
'Q.xintilian In a private circle, is as rare
‘as to difcover a filver mipe in Devon-
fhire; itis fuppofed there are feveral,
but it is difficult to know where Rature
has placed them.* '

Ws

* It is 2 duty I owe as an individual, not to pafs over
in filence the mention of Devonthire, which I have
Jong confidered as the claflical county of England. Bt
basit’s poets and it's satiquaries, it’s mutigiags ang
it’s painters. There is, perhaps, in conlequencs, that

diffuben

1y oLy



( 44 )

We may obferve, that the productions
of jrafte are much more unfortunate than
thofe. of reafoning. Every man hasa
}.olgra,bl'e‘ dﬁ;g!"CC of judgment, and with
a {light exertion, atchieves the compre-
hepﬁon:vqf ‘a piece of argument ;. but
tafte is of fuch rarity, that a long life
may be pafled by fome, without ever
;mf.:cting with a perfon of Fhat cultured |
and fure tafte, which can touch and fecl

the

diffufion of urbanity in the manners of many of it’s
chief inhabitants, which graces enlightened opulence.
Devonthire has produced more illuftrious charaffgrs’
than I believe any other county. A Montefquieu
and a Du Bos would attribufe this to the felicity of
the climate, where myrtles grow untheltered in the open
ar. And perhaps the air which cherifhes myrtles in
our northern clime, may have no inconfiderable effeét
on men. The fpeculation may not be merely fanci-
ful ; here the earth difplays a more luxuriant herbage
en a fofter mould ; the fkies a brighter azure, and the
airs blow with what poets call,

¢¢ The filky-foft favonian gale.” Young.

A Devonthire poet is the only Englifh bard who has
a right to tranfpofe the epithets of Virgil in his de-

feriptions of Spring. It is a foil favourable to myrtles
and artifts.
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the public. opinibn, before the pubhc
farms it’s opinion. ol

 Whemn.a young writer's firft effay is
fhown,- fome; .through mere- inability of
cenfure, fee nothing but beauties ; dthers;
with equal imbecillity ‘can fee none’; and
others; out of pure malice, feec nothing
but faults,. Few great writershave beent
born in that fortunate and rare circle;
whére every man has tafte, . and: fomé
have candoyur. A’ young. writet, if he
fuffers his mind to float ‘from, uncertainty
to uncertainty, will only lofe many years
before he difcovers the imbccmity and
defective tafte of the narrow c1rclc of
his critics. : o

A young artift muft banith déf'pon-
dence, - even in the rudeft-efforts -of art.
He muft obey the fervid-impulfe ‘at the
coft of the pleafures of his agé, and the
contempt of his affociates. ‘It miay alfo
be.no. xmproptr habit to preferve ks jus

venile
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yéhile-comhpofitiens. .- Byiconteimplating
them he may perceive fome-of shis :pre-
dominant: cirots:'; irefleét on thegraduat
dorredtibns ;-refome amold memncrimore
bapgily, invent & rmew-one from.the:okd
he had ‘negléted;; and. oftenimay find
fomething (v fine,"ameng “hisimoft-irro-
gular protla@ions, rthat :it'may:ferve ito
embéllith higmofefmithed: compefitions.
I/ cannot rbut:apply ito cthis “fubjeét, -a

happy fimile of Dryden, which:a young
writer, inthe 'progrefs of ‘His Thidies, -

theuld oftenrécolleét.

K As thofe who unripe vems 16 mines exp‘]ore,
. ‘s Duthe Hdhibéd, “again,’ the watny turf lay,
¢ 'Till time digefts the yet imperfet ore,
¢ And know it will be gold another day.”
»Lct~ hm \‘nherefotc Aatonce: fnpp}y the
-marblc,ﬂandebc hiim{tlf the foolptor;; le
maft learn-to-hew-ous, to-ferm, and.to
polifh-hisgenius. "He muft appeal feany
a-contmeétdd eirsle, ta thespublic; sard
throughout

/
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‘thtoughoit “life, -thixft : held this -as ™
-maxtr, if he would: preferve ‘the necefe
"fry *tiahquillity o spurfue his -ftudies,
‘tHat the Wpitiforfof'an mdividual muft be
*accotinted 2s'nothing’; >0t ‘even if -this
“opinfion Rodtd sppear s prirte. Helve-
“tds jUftly Sbfétvds, Whit doés the opt.

‘ion 6f “arty ‘individitdl "Tean? -Only,

“that if f iButable, Ke' eiiterbaing the fim

‘ideas “as h*fyfélf and ﬁf’uhﬁv&kmbl«

thar we differ. - - S

“Who "Bt thé;iﬂr@&tfmﬁtrm: be-

‘tween “An AT 8 Mis - itie 2 “Stiodid
"éven the Cenfitts”of -tie - eritic  Beljufk,
“and the'sHAE RoGERanding pleate, ~it

is"hn "£4ditiBRal “Evidence, Tthat he s

5r’nﬁhg QEc“’ﬁi'éa‘tcﬁ Grifs. Tt'isthris
“with Shakefpdbre atfd Charchitt,

I Teveril 6P ofid iRt Writetd had ht-
“t6ridéd 16 the fitmentyof ithéir fiends,
~we’ thould "H4ve -6t fome ' of - our-meft
*Preticts ‘comipdfitions. ' Thefriends. of

Thomfon
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Thomfon ‘could ~difcern. . 'nothihg but
faults in his edrly produsctians, not ex-
«cepting his fublime Winter! This post
.of humanity. has left a_vinditive epi-
gram againft-ore of thcfc,fri;hds,,and it
is perbaps the only: ill-natured: lines, be
ever ‘Wrote. . He came with impati¢nce
to lLonden, publifhed, and, made his
genius known.. Volmirc, when hxs Brutus
was unfuccefsful, was advx('cd pot to tu,m
his attention to the ﬁagc He rcphed fo
his friends by writing Zara, Alzxre, and,
'Mahomet.... 'The erxor when Pubh{hed
in Edinbuigh .was: « faftidioufly”,
ceived ; the atithors; appcalqd from Edin-
burgh -to-:Londop, and.they. have pro-
duced the litegary pleafures of thoufands!

It is dangerous for a yébng} writer to
refign : himfelf to:the opmxons of. his
friends s it s alike dangerous to pafs
‘them with .inatt¢ntion. . What an em'._.-.
‘barraffment !." If he has not an excellent
‘ judgmer;t
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judgment henwitkinet know what. o re- !
je@and what.to seceive of thofe varying -
opinions ; ‘arxl ,if e has.an iexcelont
judgment, he wanty littte of their aid.
A yotag. writer roudt -long: and dili-
gently ‘ftudy his grest. models. withaot
venturing on-the vanity of criticifin. He -
who begins 16 nalyfe befare he s ac-
quainted with the natbre of: his miaterials; :
like- art igrieratit chynift, | miy foppole -
he is making expérimients, when he isin
the 4@ of -irfurihg isvnturored ang au-
dacious harddy: He muft rad for many
years Tis autlors;- as. fome The:gofpels,
with the fariie fiithiand. the. fime:admi-
ration.© For what he oncé warited: in-
telleékunt relifh, - he will come tetadmire,
and whiat he adrhired'he whl imitate, He'
camot 00 often perufe thofe many criti- -
cal:pérformances which the philofophical
tufte of the age has'produced. It thould
be canfidered, that by reading an, excel-

: . Jent
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lent critic, he peceives the knowledge of
many: years -in .a few: bouss. . The dif- -
coveries of art .are tardy, and criticifm

fupplies this deficiency.” Thé more ex- -
tenfive an artift’s knowledge of what has

been done,’ the more vaft will be his
powers. - knowing what tp do. Thole .
who do not read.crisicifim, will not even.
merit to-be criticifed. . Y6t we have un-,
refleting fludents whe inquire of the
utility of  crisicifm.?. : Nothing may be :
of happies »confequcmcﬂ;,'tban a habit of .
comparing :his. thoughts and his fyle
with the cormpofitions of bis. mafters.  If

in, the compatrifon, - the filent vojce ;qf‘,'
fentimient: exclaims in bis‘heart; « Lalfo;
“ am.3, painter,” it i not improbable

tbat the.young artit may become a Cor- .
rcgw.* if in: nucﬁtatmg -oiv the .conw

, A HEQHS)
* This rennment is ndbly exprefed by Montefqui%a
in the clofe of his, preface to his great work on laws.
T here he fays, ‘with a confaoufncfs of mind—t* I Yo'
. . 113 not
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feflions of Roufleau, he recolle@s that he
has cxperiencéd the famé fé:nfations from
the fame c1rcumﬁances, and that he has
: encountered thé fame ' difficulties, and
:vanquifbed them by the fame.means; he
‘may hope one day that the world will re-
ceive him as their benefator, If in a
conftant perdfal of the fineft writers, he
{ees his: fentiments fometines atnticipa;
ted, ‘and in'thp tumalt of his mind as it
comes.in contact with their’s, new ones
arife, let him profecute his ftudies, with
ardour and intrepidity, with the fair
hope, that onc day, he may acquire the
talents of a fine writer. _Let him then, ,

wake the ftrong divinity of foul,
“Fhat conquers chance and fate.—

_ * Akenfide.
E:  CHaP

#¢ not think that Lhave been tomlly deﬁcnent in point
i pf genius. When I have feen what fo matiy great
¢ men, both in France and Germany, bave writ be-
s¢ fare me, L'have been loft inadmiration, but I have
¢ notloft my courage. I have faid with Corregio,
“ Bd Io anche fon Pittore.”
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CHAP V

AT RS
L L S, . R
. Of/bexdézm:ﬂfc,fif,e o « My ef".G?éz'zééﬁ-L
IF iwe: eontemplate the' demeftic lif of
a-manof genius, we ravely- obferve him
placed in-a fcuationt: congtmal te his
purfiits, @0 b

The howfe of  mal of #ettersv fhoulbed
be: the finGuary of tradquillity ‘and vir-
tee. “‘The moral duties- ke ineuleates,
the phitofophic fpecrditiciis he forms,
and the refinements of taf¥e ke difefofes,
fhmﬂd bcﬁumhar to tiis domeftie circle.
I s thefi e is great-without effort, “and
eloqueps. withest arke. .0 . -

- The porch and the ‘academy of the
ancxents muft have communicated an
cnthu{' afin the modems can never ex-
perience. " In the go?derr age of Gieree,
T Demoﬂhmu faw himieif ump&d

, ;hg ﬁuune pm;prs, and Plato hﬂ'cncd’ to

:'fuhc




¢ s3)

the plaudits. ‘of future philofophers. - 1t
was a ioment of delicious rapture, hot
flt “in the folitary eeditations of the
modemn philofépher, in whofe mind fen~
farions arife cold and artificial compared
t0 their burft of fentiment and thear fers
vour-of paffion. - S R

~Yet a virtuous citizen, amidft the dif-
folution of manners, may give to his re-
fidence a Rowan atfterity, and difplay
the fublime in life; a¢ well as in compo-
fidon. He may be feated at an attic
{upper, and

« EDJOY, fpare: feaﬂ: 1 aradith and an egg
' Ca-wper

Nor is fuch a i),urity of mmanhers incom~
patible with refined paffions, and delicacy
of fentiment; a penetrating glance, a
tender preflure; a filent finile, may in-
fufe into his heart thofe genuine emo-
tiops which are ever wanted and never

| E3 found
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found at "tables more {plendidly profufe,
and more elegantly .crauded. A vene-
rable parent, a’ congenial frierid, and a
female fufceptible :of d: kindred enthu.
fiafm, are perhapsithe utmoft number
of happy. companions, which a fortunate
. man could ever affemb:e aroitnd; him...; -
Y Is he -deprived of:thefe focial confola-
tions, like Johnfon, he calis-thofe whofe
calamitiés have, exiled theni from fo-
ciety 5 and his houfe is an aflemblage of
the blind, the lame, .and the poor, In
the ardour of his emotions, he difcovers.
that a wqrd is wanuing in the vocabulary
of humamty, and like the Abbe de Saint
Pierre, has the honour of fixing a new
“word in.:the language; a word ‘that
ferves'to explain his own a&ions—-Bien-
- Jfaifance. v »

His look is ferene, fér ftudy, not for-
tune, forms his fole ‘occupation’; and’
@cmdem cannot. mJure the ftability of his

' foul,
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foul, for virtue has long been'a habit,
Is it enquired why this man appears an
anomalous being among his fellow citi-
zefis >—Becaufe he is the contemporary
of the greateft men. He paffes his morn-
ings with Cicero and Demofthencs, and
gives his nights to Socrates and Plato.

Such an one'is the living exemplar of
that fublime morality which we learn
with our latin at fchool, and which, when
we come into the world, we confider,
like our latin, to be merely a dead lan-
guage. '

He renders poverty 1lluﬂnous, and
proves that every man may be indepen-
denr. But we would be independent
only, in commanding flaves. He who
lives like a Spartanin voluptuous Sybaris,
is, however, independent ; and this age
has produced men who paffed the fer-
vours of youth in a phdofophlcal feverity,
and ftudied (as fome ftudy a language)

E4 ta
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to begame, great charafters.  Such were
Franklip .apd . Eillwt. Chatham ang
Homed: . ' - |

The actions 3nd. ﬁudt:s of fuch mcn
aze pat.the anly ptility. shey .bd(,’caw en
the. world ; :they jeave Jpmething of 2
moze diffuive erergy s, they Jeave .the
erernal mmermory of their, CHARACTER ;
they. leaye:to pemoteft pofterity theirym.
mortal " veltiges, while virtyous youth
contemplates thern with enthufiafm, and
follows them-with canfidence.

We clofe any further reflections on the
chara@er of & philafephic writer, and
reftrain. urlelves to obfervations mare
obvious, and 1o facts more ufual.

Teoo often we fee the fublimeft minds,
and tbe tendereff hearts, fublime snd
gender pnly in their productions. . They
are not furrounded by perfons of ana.
logous ideas, who ar¢ alone capable of
drawing forth their virtues and affec-

tions ;
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tionss s the pawas. of the magngr re:
soain dermant wnlefs. applied to pasticles
capable of attradion. - We hear of feve-
ral great men, that they were unduriful
fons—hecanfe . they, difpleafed their fa.
thers in becmg‘ﬁ!!:#,mﬂ‘-—:z?ha& they
weze difagreerble, companions—begayfe
dullaefs or: impentinence weariod+—that
they were indifferent hufbands~—becaufe
they were upited 1o 'women who did no
benour to the fx. . Thefe are ordinary
accufations, dver-received, while it is
forgotten that an accufation is pot al.
ways a crime.

- It were not difficult to defcribe the
domettic life of moft men of genius, and
to oblerve that their inmatés have ren.
dered their Lares.bus srugged deities. T
would never draw conclufions from par-
ticylar circumftances, fuch as, that Ad-
difon defcribes “his ‘lady ‘under the
sharalter of Oceana, and Steele deline-

ates
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ites his wife under that of Mifs Prue’;
the one was a ﬂ*ormy ocean, and thé
other a ftagnatcd ﬁram ‘But I re-
mark’ ‘that many of ‘the confpicuous
bicmxthes of fome of our grcat compo-
fitions may reafonany be “attributed to
the domeftic_ infelicities of their authors:
The defultory life of Camoens probably
occafioned the want of conne&ion in-his
Epic; Milton’s diftracted family- thofe
numerous paflages which efcaped era~
fure’; and Cervantes may have been led,
through the hafte of publication, into
thofe little flips of memory obfervable
in his Satirical Romance.. The beft
years of Meng’s life were embittered by
the harfhnefs of his father; and it is
probable 'that this domeftic perfecution,
from which he was at length obliged to
fly, gave him thofe morofe and faturnine
habits which he ever afterwards retained.
Of Alonfo Cano, a celebrated Spanith
8 painter,
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painter, it is obferved by Mr. Cumber-
land; that he would have carried his art
much higher, had not the unceafing: pers
fecution of the inquifitors deprived him
of that tranquillity which ‘is fo neceffary
to. the. very exifterice. of .the fine arts.
Qur poctry had :probably attained to it's
acmé, “before-Pope, -had the unfortu-
nate circumftances of Dryden not occa-
fioned his incqualitieé, his incorreCtnefs, -
and his copious page. .

It is therefore an. interefting obferva-.
tion for a-man of letters, and an argifty
to liberate himfelf early from domeftic
anxieties. Let him, like Rouffeau, leave
the rich financier, (though he might be-
come one himfelf,) fell his watch, and
iflie from the palace, in independence
and enthufiafm. He muft alio, if ne-
ceffary, like Crebillon, be fatisfied with
the refpectable fociety of a confiderable

number
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number of greyhpunds.®* - The moft ar-
deat paflion for glory can alone ftimulate
to {uch a, vetiretment; and indeed it is
only in folitude that the~soft eminent
geniufes haye:been formed.: Solirude ie
the nurfe of enthufiafim, and eathufiafné
is the parent of genius. Lirerary folirude
thall therefore form . our -next. obje&fw
{pcculauon T e ;

o CHA’P'

*® Crehillon paffed much of his hfe in fohtude, and
pleafed himfelf with the company of a dozen fine large
«<dags in his room,. which-rendered the approach: to oug
poot as formidable to the timorous, asto the delicate.
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‘, :.‘ . Q/z L:temcy So/ztudc’; _ :' 'in
MEN of Letters are reprbadicd with
an extrete paflion ‘for fetirement ; and
forme-of the warmef®- philinthropifls are
talwinniated a8 haters-of the baman race.
Literary Retirement cam have no guile,
even i mefe!y" pafled, in ‘the -uniover-
rupted examinmion of the treafures of
Fterature. © Whn tafte # forméd; and
curiofity becomes Mabitual, the - mind
will not forego gratifications at ence f&-
cile and exquilite. M i¢ is faid why the
fame: ingeneity of -mind, thit- Jovey td
trace the ¢aisfe;- and to arrange the of-
fetls, is not turned to'the objes of the

" gimes, and rhie sender itfelf of mere
spparont: uiliny, 1 aafver, thar in: the
contemplation of, exifting: . frenes, the

« aind finds not the fame gratification as
in
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in thofe of the paft. What is prefent is
not yet termindted ; ‘the’ ‘folly of the age
is not yet folly, and Judgment paufes
over myfterious paffions. But in the
hifiory of the human mind, to be calmb
traced in the volumes of .other times,
every illufion is diﬂipa;qd»;,and we e
ceive the fame pleafure,; as the {peitator
who beholds the: cataftrophe of: the. tra-
,gcdy, or the comedy, which excited his
curiofity. - - The hiftery-ofthe paft yields
a conclufjon, and- therefore a perfection
which cannot accompany that of the
prefent.. L S
. 'The horizon of Rcfcarch is 1lhm1table,
and the difcoveries of Truth are infinite,
New, materials {erve but as the founda-
.tions of others; we do not-remain fa-
tisfied, with, building a hopfe, a palace,
or a ftreet; but by xmpcrcepnble ‘gra-

danqns we erect a city. -
- This,
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-r'Fhis; perhaps, tmayfefve;asan apos
logy. for. Men of Letters;- who-copfume
their days”with: innocence .and philofo-
phy 3. byt who.are frequently confidered
to withdraw - from. dyties - which thole
who liye'to buftle,: and thofe who buttie
to live, are very far :themfelves: from
practifing. . An a&ive,virtue, which in
the prefent day may be called heroifm,
is frequently the amiable child of Soli-
tude, but rarely the compamon of the
bufy and the gay. - - :

1 propofe 1o fthew the. ncccﬂity, the
pléafures, and the inconvenicncies of So~
litude, .to thofe who enlighten the world
from the obfcurity of their retirement. -
+ Salitude. is .indifpenfable- for literary
putfuits. . Every poét repeats,

" Carmina feceffum cribentis ét o'-tia: quzru;t
No conﬁdcrablc work has yct bccn com-
pofed but it’s authar, like an ancieng

magician,
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mapician, retired fakt 20 .the grove or
the dafer; todnvocare his fpiriv. . Every
compsficion.of -geniwe:is the producion
of -enthufiafnn ;- and whild earbufiafim
agitates the-mind, the felitude of a man
of letters refernbles: a. feeme (of antienmt
Greoce ; 'a growe bécomes facred, and
m every rerired fpot: z dividity appears, .
' But it's ‘enchanttients are refetved
alone Jor himi, - When he :fighs for the
mtelleftnal decencies, :and the grace of
fancy, and languifhes in an irkforme fo<
Kitisde amamg croads, that is the miomént
to fly into fechrfion and thedimtion. ' He
2lone experiences the delights of thae
day, which is comprefled .iato. a few
hours, . Where can he indulge, bux in
folitude, the:-delicions yomances of his
foul } And where but in folitude can he
occupy himfelf in ufeful dreams by night,
and when the momning rifes; fly, with-
out mtcrruptton, ‘to his ‘unfinithed las

bours ?
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bouts ? ‘Hle finds wany Forét pleafures,
“ind fortte glowing dntieipations. Thete
“fs 4 focidty, it thé deepeft folitude, o
‘which 4 polithed nfind fprings with at-
‘@it ; It etbrices b thiwlind conigenial
fentiments, 4nd mmgles with a thoufand
‘exquifite fbnfatichs:  The folitude of
‘teriterent 19 elie frivolous prefents a valt
‘Ahd-dreaty deferts but to the ran of
‘genios it b}ooms hke thc ehthahted gat-
“dent of Artnita, S

* Such is the firuacion in which the poet
‘of fentitlent and nature, amidft the
works of his mafters, exclaims

. 'FxrR of yoyr kind, Scmety dmnel .
‘ fb..ja,

In this ﬁillnefs of foul, nature feems
more beautiful, and more vaft. We
Sbferve men of genius, in public ficua-
tions, fighing for this folitade; jc is

sheze enly they feel their fuperiority,
Y . F - and
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.and live in .z futurg age; . Gicero. was
. uncafy amidft api:hudiquqm;, and he
_has 'di&inguiﬁ;cd' his' pamerous: wotks
_by the tltlcs of his -various v1llas, ‘where
i they were: compofed e will, not be d!:-—
rnicd that. Voltaire had talents and 2 tafle
. for foctety ; yet he not only withdrew
‘by intervals, but at one period .of his
Jife pafled; five years in-the , moft, fecrgt
{eclufion, -and, perfeverance. of ﬁudx :
Montefquieu qu1tted the brilliapt circles
‘of Paris for-his books, his .meditatjons,
.and for his 1mmortal work ; and for this
he was r;d;cul;d_ by the gay triflers he
relinquithed. Harrington, to compofe
his QOceana, févered himfelf from the
fociety of his friends, and was fo wrapt
i abf’craéhon, that he v.as plticd asa

‘lunatxc ' Pt

- A heart’ thus. dirpo'rcd,u:cars» itfelf,
‘with reluance, from: it's corternpla-
tions, and comes into fociety’without 4

Tt \ | L. ~ poflibilityr
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poifibility of receiving, or producifig it's
pleafures, ; It may.be urged that feveral
men ofigenius have found no difficulty
to level themfelves, to ordinary under-
flandings.  I.have heard that Hume
found great delight in the fociety of two
old maids, -at his evening whift; Fonte-
nelle and La Motte would - patiently
liften to the frivolous:and the dull; but
- Fontenelle and- La Motte, whofe genius
our hiftorian’s greatly refembled, were
two ingenious Frenchmen, celebrated
for their politenefs and their wit, not
for their fenfibility and enthufiafm.
* When a man of letters feeks the cona
folations of fociety, he would reft a
mind enfeebled with one continued pur-
fuit ; or-exercifc it by fuffering it to take
thafe infinite diretions which the diver-
{ities of converfation offer.  Ifitis wea
riéd,- the fimpleft actions pleafe ; itisa
shild that would fport with flowers’and.
v F2 pebbles s
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pebbles; §f it iffucs in all it’s force, ic
is an athlet that leaps in the arema,. and
€alls for an adverfary. It is Montaigné
{potting with his cat, or Johnfon mainw
taining a thelis amidft his muudhag
friends. v
In cither cafe, ordmary ﬁx:rety oﬁ‘m
no charms, aod can’ never be eharmed.
A fecble mind knows not to unbend,
becaufe it was never yet extended ; nox
can jt ejevate itfelf becaufe the foul, ac-
cording to the figure of Plato, has na
wings. ' -
Thus the mmd of genius fccls 2 toh.:
tinued irritation in the ¢roud. Let us
attend to the expreflions. of - geniusy
which can beft defcribe it’s pecaliar fen-
fibilities,  Petrarch frequently:  with-
drew to his immortat  valley, aitke dife
gufted with the groffiefs of the vulgan,
and the frivolity of the courtice; 'he
.could not patiently fuuffes thit Being, whotk

T he
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he calls ¢ un huom del vulgo " Cowléy
regarded the common people as he did
bedfts, and was difpleafed as much with
what he calls “cthe great as the kirtle
“ vulgar.” Among the perverted mages
of a living orator, is that * of the hoofs
“af the fwinith multitude,” and a ve-
nerable ancient prefers the fociety of his
dég to fuchrmen.  Fools (cries Du Clos)
Feconcile men of genius 1o ach other ;
from the impoffibility of living with
fools. And to clofe our teftimonies, with
a fine exprefiion from Milon,
¢ Among unequals what fociety '
¢ Can fart, what%armony or frus delight

" The int‘cr‘rhption of vifitors have been
feclingly lamented by men of letters.—
The mind, occup:cd in maturmg it'’s
fpeculatlons fecls the approach of the
vifitor by profeffion, as the fudden gales
 ©f an caftern blaft, paff ing over the blof.
- F3 0 foms
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foms of fpring. ' We -arc-afraid,-faid
fome of the viﬁtors to Baxter, that ’w;:
break in upon yourtime. To befure
you do, replied the difturbed and blint
fcholar. . Urfinus was. laborious in his
literary avocations, and to hint as gefitly
as he could to his friends, that he:was
avaricious of, time; he placed an in-
{cription over the door of his ftudy, e,
firing, thag. if any one:chufed to remain,
they muft join, in his labeyrs. The ami-
able Melan&thon, incapable of.a harfh
expreflion, when' he..received thefe-idle
vifits, only noted down the time he had
expended, that he might reanimate his
mdu‘hy and not lo('c a da,y Among
the difturbers of domefhc tranquxlhty,
may be claﬁ'cd thafe un,ha.ppy w'mdcrcrs
who befiege the houfcs of their neigh-
bours, and like the barbarlan foldler,
enter the apartmcnt of an Archlmcdes,
and murder hlm in; the midft of his
'ﬁudles But
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5"Buit T now to fketeh a-different
pl&ureof litérary folitude. -
woZlmmmierman has compofed an clabo-:
ke’ work - on- Solitude; 'in 'a general
nianher. i His {entiments are- glowing,
#nd pertiips‘they dre’ dangerous. Of
fliedde;. ien: of genius muflt always bé
fufficiently " enamoured;’ without having
féad  that feducing " delcription ef it’s,
fublitme "pleafures. - Let us not, howy
ever, “forget “mature in enthufiafm.” A;
frian of genius, though he addrefles pofz:
terity; ‘has fenfibilities and' defires which
éan only be gratified by his eontempo-"
raries. When great minds cannot readily
find that; in the.world' they: feek, they
Riften into' feclufion. The craving void’
rémains unfitled ; and for him who fighs.
for popularity in folitude, every hour
ﬁmrpéns dcﬁre and aggravatcs dlfap-
pomtment S

el faon "F4 The.
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© - The folitude which ix fought by ahe
“young ftudent i¢ nok borae without: pae
pining. -¥o e the farvid wildaefs.of
youth, ta;theftridt segularisics of  fudy;
is a facsifige which requiresiall (he-ann
thufiafm of the fingereft veaky. - Tha
Academic Bower is net wishout it's rainy
days. -Milion, nex apt te vent come
plaints, appearsto have fek this iuk{oma
period of life. . He cmploys thefe ex+
preflions ia the preface 1o SMRCFMAVS,
« Ju is bug juflice, not 19 dsfraud of dug
*t gftearn. the Joeary/ewe Jbowxs and fudious
“ satchings, wherein I have. fpenty agd
“ tined-ont, alsok awhole yawth.” . -
Portrps. folitude in a lator: parled of
* life, o ravher the negleét: whigh attsndy
thag folitude, is. fclt wish. mone fenfibiy
ligy.. Ir wias thus shat Cowley, thak e
gwifiaf} for, ugal feqlugon, I His. rerife~
ment called himfelf * the melancholy
Ceowley;” and Mr. Mafon has judici-
oufly
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oufly. iransferred the. fame  epudet Mo
Gray. . ‘Can'we.rbad his letters, andk mog
freed: iv’s Juftnels.? :: we lament ‘sifp,: the
Ink of Cowley’s coprefpondencd, yhrough
- the miftaken notien of Sprar,: a lefecery

t3inly as invaluable; as irrecovcrable.
Thefe are the heft memoirs of a.man's
heart ; the regifter of his feclings. = But
Sheriftone has: filled his pages: with the
.cries of an amiable heart thac blccds in
the oblivion of folitude. In one of his
. Tetters; are thefe ihe{anchaly cx?&f-
fions: “ Now ! am come flom a vifit,
every little uneafinefs is fufficient to in-
troduce my whole train of melancholy
cbnﬁder@nioné, and to make me utterly
diffatisfied with the life T now Iéad; and
-~ thelife 1 forefee I thall lead. 1 am an-
gry, and envious, and de‘jcc"ted,han'd’ fran-
tic, and difregard all prcfcn”t tﬁi;ng's as
becomes a2 madman to do= I am infi-
nitely pleafed (though it is.a gloemy jey)

with
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with the #pplication.of Dr. Swift's com->
plaint; - thathe is forted to-die in a rage,
kke a poifaned rat jova hole.”. ;Withéuf
excicing fimilar. paffages- in: profe; led
the lover of. folitude nmferon:is‘s'pi&aré
throughout the -year,./in..the fallowing
flanza.... . . . " oo 40T

.. - [ RN M P | P
4 Tedions again to curfe the dizzling day 1 *© -
RUS A.gmwto,t.mce the wintery tracks of {now:!
< Orfoothed by vernal airs aggin {urvey,
% TV RIf-tifne hawthorns bud,’and cowllips blow.”

v
i vy e f\, Y
Do oeno 4

S.»,v1ﬁ: s lctters pax—ﬁt ‘a tcrrvxfyng px&ure‘
of folltude and at Iength his de{palr§

clofcd w1th l.dlotlfm.,. Thc amlablc

‘/1 J‘A A

Greﬁ'et could not fport wvh thc bnl-
lxant wmgs of hxs fancy, thhout fomc

qucrulous cxprch ons of an 1rkfomc foh-

tudc. In his “ prﬂle to hlS Mufc,”

-~

hc ‘thus quuxﬁtc]y pamts thc ﬁtuanon

el ‘,

)

ofmcangemus ce

R N "

¢, = Je les vois, ,vic}imes du genie, "
¢« Au foible prix d"un éclat pafiager, vk
i1 Vigre Soles fansfouir de lavje.”: - . i

:
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And aftcmards 'hé adds; ’
£ Vm'ft ans d Ennms po“uxl' (inelque Jours d.c gl,ox;"e‘“
The .’followmg ,anecdotc may. amufg
the reader:  When Menage was.attacked
by fome, and. ébandonqd by others, in
a fplenetic humour, he retreated into the
country, and gave up his fardousi Mer=
curiales, when the literati “affembled az
his- houfe. .-He expedted: 1o ‘find that
tranquillity in:the country which he had
 frequently defcribed in-his’ verfes ; but,
as he was only a poetical plagiarift, it ig
' pot wonderful -that he was greatly dift
appointéd. Some malicious perfon hav.
ing killed his pigeons, it gave him more
vexation than his critics. He haftened
his return to Paris. It is better, he
cried, fince we are born to fuffer, ta feel
only reafonable forrows. :
. It is reafonably to be fufpected,. that
he only prefers folitude,” who cannot ac-
complifh
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complith his wifhes in fociety. I have

not yet been able to difcover a great ge-
npjus, “ho courted by an attentive world,
peefified “in his™ retirement.  Voltaire,
when bis reputation’ was not- yet efta:
btifhed, fees only. happinefs in feclufion 4
oH his letters abound with ' guotations
from the poets, of the raptures of foli»
tade. . When his tragedies gave him ce-
lebrity, then his letters found a different
fteain;. and he hefitates not to declare to
e friends, how: unhappy: was his fitu-

ation ; confirained to remein in folitude

while his tragedies were a&mg every
night at Paris.

To have ftood infulated amxdﬁ focxety
has becn the hard fate of fome whofe
prefence would have embellifhed the
moft feleét. This neglect of the world

has infpired their compofirions with a_

querulous fenfibility ; a foftening charm,
thst whatever it may have coft their
feelings,
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feelings, rendcrs their bcautnful lamenta-
tions more’ mteref’cmg " The tender
fhades of mclancholy throw a grace
amidtt the brlllmnt lights of their fancy.
It is faid that the nightingale, with:a
thom in her breaft, does not ﬁng with
alefs cnchantmg ‘melody. TIs not the
voice of the heart heard in thcfc verfes ?

‘ “Poormomut'andvhatartthonr .
“ A folitary fly. B
: * No bive halt tios of hearded (weets,™

¢ %

Gray.

On the whole ic may bc faxd thqt a
great experience of the world umtcd
with 2 great love of virtue, render foh-
tude defirable. When they exxﬁ fcpa-
rately, it becofnes irkfome. A ggeat
ﬂpenence of thc wodd wuhout vnrtuc.
will pine in fohtude,, to cxert it’s talent
on thofe who are ﬁmplc znd uncxpen-
enced. A great love of vmue, withoug
expencncc of thc \\orld forms- in thc
leifure of retirement, thofe utoplan pro-.
Jects, which it pants to call into exiftence.
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CHAP VII

On zbe Mszla/zom and (' onve;_/k/:om (y"
o Mm qf Ceninsi- " -

[ i

A Cow'munv of attcnnon xs one of
thc grand chara.ﬂcnﬁlcs of gc.mue, 1and
in propornon to thc degrce of the i m-
tenfenefs of abﬂ’ra&xon are it’s powers
often obtained. A’ work_,» on ABSTRAC-
TION, of the'Arrt-or MeprtaTion, isa
dcﬁdcratum. It would be a valuable
prefent 10 all and mlght prove of ifn-
menfe advamige to him, who never had-
more than oué folltary idea. "~
Among the’ regulanons of thxs art, it
might not be 1mpr0pcr to recommend
darknefs. “Several profound thmkcrs;
COuld never purfue the” operanom of
ﬂ’ielr mmds, in the d1[’craéhon of llght’
When thc leaft rcmlmon of thought pro--T
duces a mew ob_]e& and an’ cxtraneous:'

AT T e

v T e

g
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s3dea;  Mallebranche and otbess, . clofed
;their thytters when, they withed to, ab-
ftrac themfelygs. . . That darknefs js a
et aid o thinking, would appear from
',what moﬁ: men, expcrignce' relativc,pg
their thoughts during the night. Thc
filence and obfcurity of that nmc are
-moft, friendly to abﬁraé’clon and often
Ewhen ﬂeep forfakes us, and wc mufe, our
theughts furpnfc bv the vmdue{'s of
fancy, If at that momcnr in the words

qf one of our - mo"t clegam: pocms wc

.do not,

* '« Snatch the faithlefs fugitivesta light,” -
- . . leﬁtrugf M:morj

-

If. Memory does not chain the children
of Imagination, - they:aré fcittered, . and
fly the beams of the morning.. Opr mind,
lamdorig -2l tumultious - czoud, . . fuddénly
finds itfelf forfaken and folitary... Jtisat
that unregarded period of our-exiftence,
. . . . that

-~
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‘that men oF rhodctdite eapacifies feel 4o
‘cxu*ao:ﬁinary expafifion, - and wnen of
‘genias futne of théir moft original com-
‘binations. Yet then, How few, like Pope,
have an old wornan at hand tobring
pens and paper! = - &
Men of genlus muft confider ‘theni-
felves as fo° many vxgllant guardlans of
thc mﬁmty of naturc So trcach&fbus 1s
xRecoﬂmﬁ'hon, and fo capncnouﬁy does
Memory fuppfy her treafures to Faticy,
‘that fome of the happieft conceptions of
genius are fortuitous ; they come, wedo
not know from where, and fpring we
do not know how; but if not feifed at
the moment of perception, they are like
aututhnal clouds, whafe romantic ﬁgum
diffolve, as wegaze, .
- It is fajd that collc&lom have been
made, {mail ones no doubit, -of bon mofs
by perfons whe riever faid but one goad
thing ; it would form no incurious mif-
cellany,
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“eeltany, if it were poflible to fele@ fome
cof’'thofe. thoughts ~of . great -thinkers,
*-which -were never-written, We fhould
find:many admirable ones. The painters
“have ‘this. advantage over writers;. their
Nighteft Tketches dre immediatély fiefed,
:andbe¢ome -as-valuablé to ‘pofterity as
“their mére complete labours,
' - ‘The ART oF MepITATION i3 an art
“which Wc;iﬂzi‘)' inceflantly exercife, and
“fiedd not’ remxr for long intervals-of - ré-
po‘ﬂ: as every otherart. And'yet, ‘ot -
thhi’candmg the facxhty of pr1&1cc, and
“we’ thould k'uppofe the hou'rly kil we
“might’ obtairi; every manual ‘art, is
brought 0 perfec‘llon whlle of the art
“of the mind,’ mxlhons ire yet 1gnomnt
“of the firtt ridiments. vmmnhan finely
obf'crves that men of genius command
Ui it ‘at gll times, and in all places. In
" thiéir walks, at'table, and at affemblics,
thcy tutn their ‘eye " inwards, and ¢an
' G form
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. fotym an artificial folivades :: The petvers
of  abfiradtion, - which- forrie nien:<have
exefcifed, appear 1o pumy thinkerd 10
have fortRthing of the wnarvellops ;. in
. the regions of- the-mind, they.look like
fo many- Gullivers gmoag a millien of
Lilliputians,  Of Socrases it is.fad, ihat
he would frequently remainan entire day
_and night in the fameatnisude, abforbed
_in meditation ; and why fhall we doubt
this, when we know. that. La.Fontaine
and Thomfon, Defcartes and Newmn,.,
experienced the fame. ab[’(ra&lon’ In
Cicero’s ‘Treatife . on Old Age, Cato
praifes - Caius Sulpitius Gallus, - who,
when he fat down to w}rire; in the morn-
ing, was furprifed by the evening,. axid
“when he tack yp his pen in the evening,
was furprifed by the appearance of, the
_morning.. Of the Itahan _poet Manm,
it s faid, that he was oncc fo abforbcd
_ia the rewﬁon of his Adqms, that he
fuffered




((83°):
fulfered his. leg to be burnt, for fome
time, without any fenfibility.

‘This enthufiafm renders every thing
that furrdutids us as diftant as if an im- -
menfe interval feparated us from the -
fceme. It is related of 2 modern aftro-
nemer, that orc fummer might when he -
wis withdrawing- to his  chamber, the’
brightnefs of the heavens fhewed a phe-
nomenon, He pafled the whele night-in -
obferving it, and wher they came to

him edrly in the morming and-found him
in the fame anitude, he faid, fike onc
who had been recollecting his thoughts
for a few moments, it muft be thus;
“ but ¥l go to bed Before 'tis late.” He
had 'gazed the_entire night in meditation
and did not know it. '

' Enthufiafm, which is a&ive genius,
prefents an obje&t more fingular than
genius in it's quiefcent meditations. The
flowing ftreany is loft iman ocean rolling

G2 impe-
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impetuoufly. “This phrenzy of abftrac~
tion, and wonderful agitation. of the.:
foul, is required not only in the fine arts,
but wherever a. great exertion. muft be -
employed. It was fele by Gray in his .
loftiet excurfions; and is it -not the .
fame power which. impels the villager, -
when to aftonith his rivals, in a conteft |
far leaping, - he retires -back fome fteps, .’
ferments his mind ta a fervent.refolu--,
tion, and clears the eventful bound ? It |
was a maxim with ane of our ancient and;,-
great Admirals, in the reign. of Eliza- ;
beth, that a height of paffion, amounting -
to phrenzy, was neceffary. to, qualify a -
man for that place.® A variety of in-..
ftances might be given of this fine en- -
thufiafm, which has ever accompanied :
the artift, at the moment he produced .
excellencies. - _ . .
. It has, fomeumes aru’en intoa dehrlum.
‘The foul of Roufleau was bewildered in-
the
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the delufions of fancy, and the momen-
tary . difpofitions of his mind coloured
exterior, objets.  Petrarch in that mi-
-nute narrative of a vifion in which Laura
appeércd to him, and Taflo in the con-
verfations with his invifible f{pirit, ex-
panded their fublime imaginations to a
dangerous phrenzy. This delicious ine~
briation of the heart, occafions fo intenfe
a delight, that to defcribe this character
of the foul, requires, what one of thefc
-exquifite minds has called

¢ Thoughts that breathe and words that burn 1>

The ancients faw vnothing fhort of a di-
vine infpiration in this agitation of the
mind. It affeCts men of genius phyfi-
cally. Fielding fays, I do not doubt
% but that the moft pathetic and affecting
. < fcenes have been ‘writ with tears!”
He, .perhaps, would have been pleafed.
to have confirmed his obfervation, by

G3 ,  the
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the following circumftance. MetaRafio
‘has written a beautiful Sonnet, on otta~
“fien of having fhed tcars in writing an
‘Opera.* When the firfk idea of the
Effay on the Arts and Sciences muthed
on the contemplation of Rouffeau, it oc-
cafioned fuch a fever of the mind, and

trembling of his frame, that it ap-
‘ proached to a delirium. The tremors
of Dryden, after having writtenan Ode,
{(a circumftance accidentally ‘handed to
us by tradition) were probably not un-
ufual with him.

Chance has preferved but a few of
fimilar mf’cances, this cnthuﬁafm, in-
deed, can only be obferved by men of
genius themfelves; but when it moft
powerfully agitates them, they can leaft
pcrcexvc it. At that moment of exqui-
fite extravagancc, like a religious vifi- *
onary, they pierce into “the heaven of

&¢ heavens,”

* This Sonnet {irall be given at the clofe of the volume.
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t:haavens,” .and when ! they return to
their chair andabeirtable, - the effeét has
ceafkd, ahd the golden hour af fublime
rapturc moft terminate like other hours,
inwolgar appetites that offend Fancy
and gratify Nawre. - . S
s This drritability of mind has fomeq
times rendered. fociety difpleafing to fes
veral men of genins. ‘Whenever Roufleau
paffed a’morning ‘it company, he fays;
1 was opferved thar in‘the evening he
was diffatisfied and difturbed.” Roufleau
may be confidered by fome, as a mind
too peculiar; to be takenas a guide-in
eur examination into the chara@er of
men-of :genivs. If our young::authors,
however, wauid ineditate on certain
parits of his charadter, their virtues might
be more elevated, and their ftyle more
exquifite, than the model which any
other literary characer of this .age pra-
fenésto them.- L
. G4 Abforbed
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. Abforbed in his meditations, the man
of genius lives in one continned. feries of
reflection ; always himfelf, feldont.dno-
ther; frequently the :real .artifl - loves
nothing but his art, and his.very- amufe~
ments and relaxations receive the imc
preflion of this enthufiafm. Not without
an apparent haoghtinefs,  which eften:is
but the natural and digpified expreflion
of an elevated mind ;.and he appears
awkward or ignorant of thofe petty at-
tentions. which form the {cience of thofe
who have no {cience. A great Princefs
was defirous of fecing omne of the firft
Literary Characters of the age; her dif-
appointment was inconccivable ; "he fat
awkwardly and filently on his chair, and
made the moft pcrplcxed bow, fhe had
yet feen. , -

We often view the man of real genius
infulated in-a brilliant circle; while the

intriguing and faﬁnonable anthor, whofe
heart
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heart is:riiore- corrupt thap his head, 'is
_ admired becaufe he, has :difcovered the
arc of admiring. The trifiers confider
him to be a:man of genius ; -he employs
their own ideas; both are thertfore
gratified. W
. It is however certain, : that- this ab-
ftraction and awkwardnefs which render
a man of genius ridicylous and’ incon:
fiderable in the private circle,. are the
caufe of  his fuccefs with the public,
Often his private defeds are the fource
of his public qualities ; his bluntnefs may
be a lively perception of truth; his cold-
nefs a rigid. candour; his tedious dif-
cuffion may be an accuracy. of reafoning,
and his difagreeable warmth the ardour
which animates:his works with the pub-
lic. - It was the exceflive vanity and
felf-love of Cicero and Voltaire, that gave
birth to all their vaft defigns. To pleafe
the public, and' his circle .is incompa-
- ‘ tible
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tible——to this the frivoloas will:not affent
—whertof their numerous body one abs
complifhed trifler fhall be acknowledged
us a; great genlus, this obfevation fhall
be deemed -érrencous. * Bat 46 tlofe-d
difpute of the moft ancient date, 1thalj
quete the remark of ‘& Londt - Shaftef-
‘ury (for nobility lofes it'stitke-and ofted
it's rank in the republic -of Jeeters) has
faid,: ** that it may happen that:a perfori
# miy be fo much the worfe author for

% being the finer gentleman,” '
Many reafons may be alledged why
genius is defeftive in grdinary convor-
fation ; one muay be fufficient ;. the want
of analogous ideas, The fpirit of fathi»
onable fociety and that of ftudy, are in~
<ompatible. ‘The language of the paliteft
tircle may be dafined the art of {peaking
idly to an idler.. To fpeakidly, is nbt an
acq'uircmcnt of facility. A man of ger
niys is rargly verfant jn- the fathionable
vocabulary,
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~ocabulary, and- in a dialogue of ¢legant
imanity, which fhould be rapid and
-yarious, he ‘hefitates 10 find a remote
idea, and fops o corre@ an imperfect
<xpreflion.: . How often will it be forty-
nate for him if he efcapts being un-
derftood! Itis ratﬁer.ﬁngular that oyr
polithed {ocicty fhould bear fo clofe a
refemblance to the converlations of the
‘Hententots—of the Haottentots >—Yex !
for we are told shat they confider. think-
fuy a8 the feaurge of human pature.

The refined fenfibility of men of ge-
ains, rénders them uneafy companions.
Theydifcover a eharadter 200 early, and
w00 fagacioufly, for the: interefls of coR
verfation. Dunces are excellent com-
-panions for dunoes ; the fame idgs, and
the fatme judgments,; - the opacity of the
intelle&t is no detriment, for, like the
~-blind, they can ‘perform their’ fiated
rounds in- the night without incon-
wenience. A



(92 2)

A man of genius ‘can rarely be a fa-
-vourite with fuch a party, even if they
‘fhiould have fome tafte and fome. infor-
*matian.: His works they, applaud, . be-
-cdufe that is fathiondble; .but they. neg-
‘1@ the author, who miay: hnppcn tobe

very unfafhionable, - - - .. . h

-The frivolift author will be thc even~
“ing- favourite; “he fports not : without
- grace on-the brilliant furface of the foul ;
“but is- irrecoverably- loft ‘when he paffes
over -it’s -depths; the fwan that grace-
fully glides down rivers, would perifh on
-féas.. ‘The man of genius fits like a me-
- lancholy eagle’ whofe pinions areclip-
" ped, and who- is. placed to rooft among
- domeftic fowls. -

A man of genius utters. many thmgs

"in converfation which .appear extrava-
"gant -or abfurd ;. when printed they ate
found admirable. How often the public

differs from the individual ;. there may
~ be
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be a century’s opinion. betwixt ‘therh.
This refle@ion reminds me of an-Athe-"
nian anecdete. A ftatuary -at Athens, -
made a figure of Minerva. Thofe friends
who ‘were admitted into his thop (an
ancient cuftom. the moderns. preferve)..
were furprifed-at it’s rough- ftrokes.and..
coloffal features. Before the-artift they.
trembled for him ; behind him they ca-:
lumniated. The man of genius fmiled
at the ohe, and forgave the other. ‘When
the figure was fixed in a public place,:
and infpected by the city, dand not merely
by individuals, the atti¢ judges admired-
the foftriefs of the traits, and the majefty
of the figure. We muft never forget’
that-there is a certain diftance, at which’
opinions, as well as ftatues, are to be:
viewed; and he who addreffes an attic
public, knows, that it’s enlightened fen-
timents, are rarely to be found in a pri-
vate circle.

It
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.-§t 18- not neceffary to produce inftances
of the deficiencies. of mep of geniys im
copverfation. It is fufficient to ebfetve, -
that th;ﬁablifnc Dante was taciturn or |
fatirical ; Addifon. ind Mgliere . were. -
filent ;- Corneille and Dryden were no
amufing companions. - Vaucanfory was -
faid to be 'as ‘much 2 machine as 2y he
made. ' T

' 'To the intimates of thefe fuperior men,
who complained of their defects, I weald
thus have replicd--Do their preductions
not delight and furprife you?—You are
filent; I beg your parden.  The padlic.
has informed you of a.great name; yau
would not otherwife have perceived the .
peecious talent of your neighbour.—You
have exemined his compofitions; and
would you have him refemble your/elves ?
You know nothing of your friend but his,
name.. :

A
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A man of genius may, however, be
rendered the moft agreeable icompanion.
Few artifts -butare cloquent-on the art
in which they excel. He is an'quuiﬂte
inftrument if the hand of the pcrﬂ)rmér
knows to call forth the nch confluénce
~o[" lus founds If,

« The ﬂymg ﬁ.ngers touch into a vaice.’ )

| D diemtr.

.. If you love the man .Qi' ' fcttcrs, ‘fcck

him n the privacies of his ftudy ; or if

he be a man of virtue, take him to yous

bofom. It is in the hour of confidence

4nd tranquillity, his‘gcnius may elicit a

ray of intelligence, more fervid than thc
labours of polrlhcd compofition.

CHAP.
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| CHAP. vIL,
" Men #‘ Gemu: Ixmxled in their Art.:

WE have exammcd in the precedmg
Chapter fevcral reafons why men of ge-
nius are often mcapable of plcaﬁng m'
the verfanle converfation of a mixed fo—
c:cty Another obfervation offers ; their
powers of pleafing are even limited in
the art in which'they excel. - They are
confirfed (fays Du Bos) ‘to pamcular.
branchcsm that art. S -

Thrs obfervation, reiterated without
eﬂ’c& has become trite; “while it would
appear by moft althors, confidering
themfelves univerfal geniufes, that it was
on the contrary, a dangerous novelty.
Literary hiftory continually confirms it’s
verity ; and thefe failures of eminent men
are fo many inftructions which Nature .
dictates; but her pupils receive her ad-

monitions with contempt,
' Nature
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2., Nature i¢_“a jealous God,” and. feve=
wl of our great writers when they have
gifery in tebellion againft-her, have only
fullesed by. the viglation; .. Figlding, ex-
gsllent in -his pavels, whan his. aid ,was
mequiped fot -she. theatrey: gould npver
wiite a tolesable drama.;  Congreve,,ce-
kbrated . for his. pointed wit, when he
took : up- the. feigning tqpie wrote; the
feeblcﬁ: verfe ; Rowe, fuccefsful in-the
foft tones, of, {regedy, is remarkable for
a miferable failure in comedy ; La Fon-
;a,me, that, exquxﬁte fabuli{t, found that
his opera was hiffed. The abfurdmes of
Voltaire, thc moﬁ fucccfsful of umverfal
writers, are only forgwen for his mex-
hau{hble wit and happy i irony.

The moft ongmal genius of our age,
yyx‘th dlfcemment equal to his wit, con-
fines himfelf to that fpecies of poetry in
;yhich he can fear no rival. Songs, more
aelicibus than the odes of Anacreon, and
( H " fatires,
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fatires, more - pangent. “that “thofe  of
Horace ;- i compofitionis’ fore idmirablé
ther irmiitible ;:thefé atc thé'Timlts which;
like a. grcat pO“thlaﬂ" hé driws round:

his' empife. “He’ has ‘né difpbfition to
rival Milton'in"an epic;-ér Shakefpeare

i a tragedy.’ Petér Pindar Awill never;
theréfore; ckpeﬁence the fate' of Louis
the Great; o ,make ‘b’.ri'ﬂ'lam" ’co,n’queﬁs
in the primc of life; and view his” repu—
tation die’ bcforc mmfclf bya vam at-
tempt at ﬁmverfal monarchy S

‘But fome‘ingcmous men are w1ll1ng to
oppofc thxs precept “and prefume to
think that’  Nature ‘is never ungratefu}
when fhe rccewes the propcr attcrmons.
It is not dlﬁicult to find fomc mO'cmous
artifts, who thew abﬂmes in varlous
mohes of compoImon, but to evmce
rzé /Ilte.f, and to dlfplay gemu.», are re-
moved at a Io'w interval from each other.

‘I'rue genius has rarely this fupplcncfs ;
. '. H
but
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but what the: French call le el ¢fprir,
has it oftén in'a wonderful degrcc. Wri-
ters endowed with' the bel “¢forit, can
'compofc hiftory and romance, and moral
and poetical effays, with the fame in-
gc;iuity. A min of genius will only write
a hiftory, ora romance; moral, or poe-
tical éffays ; but his performances remain
With the language, while the reputation
of a kel ¢forit, like fomé artificial fires,
become fuddenly extinét. And it is cu-
rious to obfervc‘ that the very in(renfous
‘Du Clos is denied by thc[ French critics,
to bea man of genius, bccufc he wrote

"cqully well ona vancry of fubjelts.
‘Nor is it {urprifing that even a man of
genius fhould fail in preferving an equal
‘power over every prox}incc of his art ; the
gcnius of man being ncceffarily limited
compére’d to a'rt. itfelf; and he who raifes
admiration by his fkill in onc depart-
'fnent, will never equal his faculty in an-
H2 other.
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other. He who excels; like a Butler in
wit and fatire,- will ﬁnd xL 1mpoﬁ'1b1c te
exeel like a MlltonA ln, fcntlment and
imagination. The minds of men are fo
many. different: foils ; and the great art
confifts in- planting the trees Aadaptcd to
the foil. _ _

I know no inftance to {hew thata grcat
poct excelled as a painter, or that a great
mufician excelled as a f’tatuary But it
is not difficult to prove, that the moft
emineht men of genius have found their
talent confined to their art, and even to
departments of their art.

The ancients therefore wifely addicted
themfelves only to one fpecies of com-
pofition, The poet was not an hiftorian,
nor the hiftorian a poet; but the poet
wasa poet, and the hiftorian an hiftorian.

I have been induced to touch on this
critical admonition, becaufe it is fome-
rimes denied; and I think the error

arifes
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arifes from not diftinguithing the grand
compofitions of genius, from the pretty
curiofities of the el efprit, which may ,
be defined mimetc genius. ©: Whenever |
this well-known verfe thall be contro-
verted, it'will be fatal td the progrefs of
genius,
“ One fciencé only will one genius fit.”
: Pope.
~ He who writes dn topics of difterent
fpecies, cannot meditate much on any ;
with him all ls a beautiful diftraction
rathcr than an accomph{hed beauty; he
can only rcpeat what has been already
given, or give what will not merit to be
repeated.  Writers of mediocrity, bya
long and patient devotion to one kind of
compofition, have often attamcd con
fiderable merit; but how mueh more
forcibly muft this refolute pcrfc’verancé‘
a& on a mind of original powers. We
H 3 may
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may - compare thofe who -write” on dif-
ferent arts, or multifarious topics, 1o
excurfive merchants, who make- fmall
fortunes in various places, and fpend
them there; writérs_ who = concentrate
their powers on one obje&, are like thofe
who inceffantly accumulate, but exhauft
their fplendid opulence, in the proper
place, at their native refidence.

It is the obfervation of one of our beft

critics and pocts, in his admirable pre-
face to Homer, that * no author or man
« ever excelled all the world in more
¢ than one faculty.” Itis not, however,
denied that a man of genius fhould be
intimate with the principles of every art ;
in many he may become an efteemed
artift, but in one only he can be a
matiter. ’ .

On ne vit qu'ademi quand on n’a qu'un feul gout;

Le veritable efprit fait fe plier i tout.
Veltaire.

e NEBISESRDSS S
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Some O&j&rvaizon: refpecting the Iuﬁrmz/zes
" and Defeﬁ: g’ Men of Gemus ;

THE modes ofllfc ofa man of genius
are often tm&ured with ecCentncxty and

cnthuﬁafm. Thefe are in gn. cternal con-
ﬂl& thh the uﬁgcs of common life. His
occupations, his . amufements and his
ardour, are dxfcordant to dally purfuxts
and prudentlal hablts It is the charac-
teriftic of gemus to difplay no talent to
ordmary men ; and it is un_]uft to cen-
fure the lattcr when they conﬁder him
as born for no human purpo{'e Their
pleafures and thexr forrows are not his
pleafures and his forrows. He often ap-
pears to ﬂumber in dlfhonourable eafc,
while his dqys are paffcd in xabours, more
conftant and more p:szul than thofe of
Hg4 ~ the
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the manufacturer. Thc_, world are not
always aware that to meditate, to com-
pofe, and even to. convcrfc with fom:,
are great labours; and as Hawkefworth
obferves, that ¢ wearinefs may be con-
“ tracted i m an arm chair.” '

Such men are alfo cenfured for an ir-
ritability of difpofition. M;ny reafons
might apologize for thefe unhappy vari
atlons of humour. The occupation of
makmga grcat namé, is, perhaps, moré
anxious and precarious than that of
'making a’grcat fortune. We fympathife
with the merchant when he communi-
cates melancholy to the focial circle in
confequence of a bankruptcy, or when
he feels the elation of profperity at the
fuccefs of a vaft fpeculation. The au-
thor is not lefs immerfed in cares, or
agitated by fuccefs, for literature has it’s

bankruptcies and it’s fpeculations.
The
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7" Thie anxieties and difappoiritments of

‘=h amther,. even -of the moft fuceefsfil,

#re incalculable. * ‘If he is learhed, learn:
ing is the torment of unqucnchzblc thirft,
and his elaborate ‘work is expof'cd to the
accidental recoIlc&lon of “an inferior
mmd as well as ‘the fatal omiffions of
wearxed vigilance. * 1f hé exccls in the
magic of diction, and the graces of
fanty, his path is ftrewed with rofes,
but his fect bleed on invifible yet'piercing
thorns. * Rbliﬂ‘éau”has'given a glowing
defcription of the ceafelefs inquietudes
by-which he acqulred {kill in the arts of
compofition ; and has faid, that with
wha;ever talenta man may be born, the
art of wririﬁgis'not eafily obtaitied: The
dcprefﬁons and elevations of gemus, ar&
defcribed by Pope - ‘

“ Who pants for glory ﬁnds but thort repofe, ,
“ A breath revives hlm, -or a'breath o'erthrows.”

t

" The
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. 'The anxious uncertainty of an author
for his, cqmp-oﬁtipns,' is ,li}’cc the flate of
the lgver who writgs ‘to his n'ﬁﬁrcfs; he
much and hc rccollcc”ts 1hat he ha.d
omxttcd ;hmgs of the gr,catcﬁ momcm.
favour, he refcmbles Latom, as defcnbed
by Ovid, \ghp_ cpntcmplated wx;h fecret
joy, her daughter Diana, diftinguithed
among the wood-nymphs, and whofc
appearance was taller, and more lovely
than her compamons |

Ir. s obfcmcd by M. La Harpe (an
author by profefﬁon) that as it has been
proved thc‘c are fome maladies pccuhar
to aruﬁs, there are alfo forrows whxch
are pecuhar to them; and which ;hc
world can neither pity nor. foftcn, be-
caufe it cannot have their conceptxons.
We read not without a mclancholy emo-
uon, the querulous expreflions of men of

T genius,
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genius.  We -have,a little catalogue de
calamitate .Lilfez’atorﬁm: ; we rhight add 2
volume by the .addition of moft: of our
own authors.®- ‘The too f'enﬁbk Smollet
has left this teftimonial to pofterity of his
feelings.” In one.of his;prefaces he. {ays;
* had fome of thofe who were pleafed to
¢ call themfelves my friends, been at any
* pains to deferve the character, and told
“ me ingenuoufly what I had to expet
« in the.capacity of an.Axsher, 1 fhould
« in all probability have fpared myfelf
« the incredible labour and cbagrin 1 have
¢ fince undergone.” - This is a- text
which requires no commentary. - Hume
has given the hiftory of his writings, and
we find that it required to the full, all

‘ ' . his
© * The materials are ready for’rpubﬁ"catiori';’bui- the
hope of it's utility has paft, fincea Litcrary Fund efta-
blithed in attic London found too many claimants and
too few fubfcribers. - It has died away ; while the M-

Jical Fund is patronifed by the Great, which feems to-
prove that they bave finer ears than underftandings.
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" Nis patient philofophy to fupport hisill
reception. " The ‘reafoning- ‘Hime pro.
pofed changing his mame and ‘his coun=
fry. -Patties are formed againft'a man
of genius, as happened to Corricille and
Milton ; -and a Pradon and a Settle are
preferred to a Racine and a Dryden.
What muft have been the agonies of the
fiegle@ed Collins when he burnt his ex-
quifité odes at the door of his publifher !
The great Bacon bequeathed his’ name
and his works to foreigners, and to a fu-
ture age; nor muft we forget the dig-
nified complaints of the Rambler, with
which he awefully ‘clofes hls work in ap-
pealmg to pofterity.

~The votariés of the arts and fciencies,
are called by Cicero, Heroes of Peace;
their :labours, their - dangers, and their
intrepidity, make them heroes; but
peace is rarely the ornament of thcu' fe-

varxfh cxxﬁencc
Ie
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.. It is a_mortification experxcnccd by
feveral men of genius, that they have
never acqultcd that reputatlon they mlght
havc merited, by not havmg becn en-
‘abled to carry thcu' gemus t0. it's pcr-
fection. A variety of c1rcumﬁanccs may
hinder fuch a writer from occupying the
dlfhngm{hcd placc his ablhtu:s promlfed
Some authors, of the ﬁrﬁ-ratc gcmus,
are negle&ed bccaufc dcﬁcxent in that
tafte, which is alone attained by long
culture and an cnlarged education. Piron
was a writer of as great gemus, and 0!‘1-
gmal powers, as any of the F rcnch pocts,
but he has failed of fccurmg hlmfclf a
feat among the mafters of the. Frcncl}
Parnaffis. He has himfelf, in fome
fketches of his life, aﬂighcd thz: réafons
of this faxlure, till the age of twenty..
ﬁvc, he was conﬁned to the narrow
c1rcle of unlettercd friends ; he paﬁ'ed
ten or twelve years aftérwards at Paris in

obfcuritys
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bbfcunty ; fo that he was dbout forty,
when by the advice of Crebillon, he el
i’ay'cd his powcrs on hls fiftidious the: .
atrc, ‘and though he has ‘évinced high
gcmus, hc has only fatisfied his rcﬁncd
natlon by one petforfance.’ 4o

Somc ‘are now only agrcalble, who
mlght have been great writers, had thcn'
'épplication to ’I’tudy‘:, and the modes of
their life been different. In Mr. Greaves®
"hvcly ‘fecolletions of his friend Shcn—
ﬁonc, are fome _]udxcxous obfcrvauons on
this fub_]e& He has drawn a compan-
fon between the elevated abilities of Gray,
’énd the humble talents of Shcnﬁ'one‘,
‘and he has eﬁ'aycd to fhew, that it was
the accidental cxrcumﬁances of Grays |
'p]ace of birth, education, his admlttance
into fome of the beft circles, and his
affiduous applixc#tion to fcience, which
‘gave him that fuperiority over the indo-
‘lence, the retirement, and the inertion
: of
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of 2 want of patronagc, 'whlch madc
Shenftone, as Gray famlharly fald « hop
« round his walks” like abird I ina ﬂrmg
I muﬁ again remmd the readcr of an-
bther apparent paradox of Helvctxus,
who fays, ‘that'it is the different modcs
of educanon whxch mﬂuence men fo
wonderfully ; and that gemu.r may be ac-
quired Whenever a proper ftudy is accom-
panied by a fervent pafﬁon for any par-
ticular art or fcience, This fervenr paf
fion may be only another name for what
iscalled genius. I bclicire,’_’ h6ch¢;', that
Shenftone, who now occupies a fubordi-
nate feat, in the Temple of Fame, migﬁt
have been placed among ‘the higher
claffes.  Perhaps moft men are born
with abilities nearly equal; and M. .
Greaves has more reafon on his fide than
fome may be aware, when he fays, of
“ two perfons, born to equal fortune, 1f
% one jmproves his flock by induftry
“ and
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“rand teaffic, and the other. hves idly
“1 upgn xhe pnncxpal, thc confequence 18
« obvxous. 7 : 5
Others, by an J.gnorance of 3 ﬁnq
manner,, or by a wrong dtrec‘hon long
purfued wafte their talents on the hum-

bler departments of art when they hayo

fufﬁcxent genws to exocl m the hlghell
'lhxs is the cafe among many of our

provmcxal wmets, who, thh no mcon—‘ '
ﬁderable talents, are placed often in fi tu- -

atlons where they ﬁudy authors whofe
tafte is furpalfed by the more modem.
We ofnen fcc mgemous wnters, who are
about half a century rcmoved from, the

public taﬁe Among the pamters Al-f

bert Durer may ferve as an ‘inftance.
Vafari (quoted by Sir ]ofhua Reynolds)

Jjuftly remarked that'he would ‘have pro;

bably been one of the firft. pamters of

his age, had" hc been mmated mto the' '

great pnncxples of the art, fo wr:ll u'n-
- derftood
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derflood by, his. Italian contemposaries.
And Sit Jothus adds, bus snlvckily hav-
ing, neyer .fegn  or. heard of any - othep
manner, he confidered his gwn, - with=
out doubty asperfelt. ; RUCISIE TR
1-Men« of - geniue .arc_often: reyerenced
anly. where they are known:by their wni-
tings, In. t.bo mmamtc -of Iife thcy are

¥From errors - of the. mind, and@crchc-
tions of the heart, they may'mot be ex-
empt; thefe are perceived: :by - their
acquaintance, who can often.difcern only
thefe qualmcx._ The defelts of great -
. fen are the confolation of the dUnccs
Degudmg vices and ﬁngular folhes
have difhonouted men of the higheft
genius. ‘Than others, their paffions are
more eﬂ'ervefcmt, and their relith for
enjoymient more keen. Genius is a pe-
nlousgxftof Nature 5 for it is acknow-

ledged thas thc ﬁme matcnala the ém-
1 - ° " ploys
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| ploj i @ Citallal add aCrbraty
ke & Cicero unll, d-Buoonlic Platoy- i
g viiory Skétetiel aPaitan ofgeniug;:
hay® grodtireir ot his Hiding | e HioM
violent paffions, wilksrefors 1 relriire
 themyi> Helnetins, >an acinpggteobfdvber
of vhen o geéniils,  slfoenforces the ides
of xhielH inflarmable amd phyfical paffis
oitd.- ~Glagy.: apd. infazhy s the Amb
violemt!pdffion, . but: the: diredtion.isidifx
ferent; und: Voltaide hes: dxprafiid :thin
m cbe‘ntrft, S Ui DRI L igias

Cad si'ﬁin‘étoia Cetds, j‘a\ifoﬁ ct! Brutus i

L e U ool s
Gemus hkc.a.(torm of Wmd m Xrabna,

J-l\

cttbc: dmc&s the mynads bf locuﬂs to
the land or mth a frnendly mﬂucnce chf-r

Clee ad VLo LU e

perfcs them away. ..oy
}ot r.hcu' fo;bles it appcars more dlf‘
ﬁcult tp accounc than fqr thcu- vxccs for

a vxolent pa{ﬁon dcpcnds on xt s dlreé'txOn
to bccome exthcr exceucncc of depra-
vity; but why their exalted ‘mind thould

not
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st prefetve them: from the imbecillities
of ‘faols, appeats a mere caprice of Na-
tlfc. A curious lift might be formed of

T« Fears of the brave and folhes of the wxfe."

Fobnfon.

In thc note undcmcathl havc thrown to-
gcthcr a few facts whxch may be pafled
over by thofe who have no ta{’cc for
l'itcra,ry anccdotcs. o .

‘ . ': R | , But

. ngxm was the fon of a vmtner, and hke our
Pnor, was fo mortified whenever reminded of his ori-
gidal oveupation, that. it was fiid of him, that wine
which cheared the heart of all men, fickened that of
Voiture. Roufleau, thie poet, was the fon of a'cobler{
and when bis ‘heneft parent waited as.the door of the
theatre, to embrace his fon on the fucce(s of his firft
piece, the inhuman’ péet répuifed the venerable father

" with itfalt and contempt. Akenfide ever confidered

his lamenefs as an unfupportable misfortune, fince it
continually reminded him of bjs origin, being occafi-
aned by the fall of 3 cleaver fromi one of his father's
blocks, 4 refpeltable butcher. Milton delighted in
cantemplating his own perfon, and the engraver not
having reached our fublime Bard’s ¢ ideal grace,” he

has pointed bis indignation in four jambics. Among

the complaints of Pope, is that of * the pictured
* fhape.” - Even the firong-minded Johnfon would
hot
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But it is alfo neceffary to acknowledge,
that men of-genius are often unjuitly re-
praached with foibles. . The fports of a-
vacant mind, are mifunderftood as fol~
lies. The ﬁmphcxty of truth may ap-
pear vamry, and the confcioufnefs of
fupcnomy, envy Nothmg is morc ufual
than our furpnfe at fome grcat writer or
artift contemning the Iabours of another,
whom the public chcnfh with equal ap-
probatxon We place it to the account of
his envy, but perhaps. this oplmon 13

v

erroneous, and clalms a: concﬂ'c mvcfh.,
PR e . N I

gation. .
Every ﬁrperlor writer has 2 MANNER of :

his own, with which_ he has long becn‘
‘ converfant :

‘

not be pamted “ bﬁnkmg Sam > Mr. Borweﬂ tells*
us that Goldfmith attempted td thew his ‘agility’
to be fupetior to the -dancing of an ape, whofe praife
had occafioned hrm a fit of jedloufy, but he faited in’
imitating his rival. The infcription under Boiléan® s
portrait, defcribing his tharaler with lavith panegyric;
and a preference to Juvenat and Horate, is unfonu-
.nately known to have been written by himfelf.”
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converfant, and- tod oftent ‘inclines to
judge ‘of thc merit of a pcrformancc by
the: degree' it attains of *his favouritc
mannér. He errs, becau{'e 1mpamal men
of tafte are addicted to no- manner, but
love whatever is exquifite.- We often
fée readers draw their degree of comipa-
rative merit from the manner of their
favourite author; an author does the
fame ; tl;at.is; he draws it from himfelf.
Such a partial ftandard of tafte is erro-

neous ; but it is more excufeable in the

author, than in the reader.

This obfervation will ferve to explain
feveral curious phenomena in literature,
The witty Cowley defpifed the natural
Chaucer; the claffical Boileau, the rough
{fublimity ef Crebillon ; the forcible Cor-
neille, the tender Racine ;' the affected
Marivauk, the familiar Moliere ; the ar-
tificial Gray, the fimple Qhenﬁonc Each
alike judged by ‘that peculxar manner

I3 he
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he had long forsned. In a freg convery
fation they mxg,ht ha\c cqnt:mned each
othqr ; and a- dunce, who. had llﬁened
without taftc or undcrﬁandmg, 1f he had
been a haberdafther in anccdo_tes, would
have haftened to repofit in his warey
room of literary falfities, a Jong decla,
mation on the vanity and cnvy of thefe
great men, &

But the charge of vanity has bcen
urged with- great appearance of truth
sgainft auttrors, for the complacence they
experience in their works, and the high
admiration of thémfelves. An author is
pt&urcd as a Narciffus.

" It has lohg been. ackmwiedged tha
every work: of ‘merit, the mare it is ex~
amined, the greater the merit will ap«
pear. The moft mafterly touches, and
the referved graces, which form the
pride of thcarii&. are not obfervable til]
afier a familiar and conftant meditation,

‘What
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What ds.moft refiwed s . lealt .opviqus;
and to fome pinft, r¢mein.wapexceived
for gver. . Churchil}, ,in, the, opening of
kus fecomt book of Getham, juftly ob-
{crves,{ that -to form the: beayties; of
COH\pOﬁBOU P ottt
il e fiw,can 4o, Wnd Rifcély one,
‘ ;‘_" On‘g _cr,il:ic in‘a_p age can ﬁndwhcn done.”” |

Buot. afcending from thefe elaborate
dhrokes in compofition, to thewiews and
defigns of an author, the miore profound
and extenfive: thefe are, the more they
clude the .reader’s apprehenfion. I re.
fine not too .ruch when 1 fay, that the
suthor is confcimis of deautses, that are
oot in bis comipofition.  The happieft wri~
ters are competied to fee fome of theix
moft magnificent idess float: along the
immenfity 'of mind, beyond the fecble
grafp of expreffion. .Compare the ftate
of the author with that of: the reader;
how copious 2d ‘everflowing is the mind

: ' 14 of
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of theé one to'the other; Fow more fon-
ibly alive to u variety of exquifite frokes -
which the other has not: yer pcrtctvcd
the author'is familiar witk every part
and the’ reader has'but a Vagnc nonon of
the whole. How many noble'cénceptions
of Roufleans ara not yet maftered ! How
+ many profound reflections 6f Montefquicu
are not'yet underftood ! How many fub-
tile “leflons 4re: yer inLocke, w!nch no
preceptor.ean teach !

Such, among othérs, are ‘the reafors
which may induce an aitthor to exprefs
himlelf, in language which -may found
like vanity, To be admired, is the noble
fimplicity of the ancients, (imitated by a
few elevated”minds amang the:moderns)
in: exprefling with ardeur the confcicuf.
Tiefs of genius, Weare not more dif-
pléafed: with. Dryden: than with Cicera,
:when he deqnaints us‘of the great things

‘he has.dong, -and’ thafe he:purpofes -to
i s ' do.
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- Modem modefty mlght perhaps,
to fome be more engagmg, if -it were
‘odefty ;-but our artificial’ blu{hes are
like the ladies” temporary rougc, ever
ready ‘1o colour the fice on any occafion.
Some will not placc ‘their names to their
books; yet prefic it to their advertife
‘ments; others pretend to be the'editors
of their own works ;' fome-complimerit
themfelves in- the third perf6ii; and
‘rhany, concealed under the fhade of ano-
nymous criticifm, form panegyrics; as
elaborate and long as Pliny's on -Trajan,
of their works and themfelves ; yetina
converfation, ftartat acbinplimcht, and
quarrel ata quotation. Such modeft au-
thors refemble cersain ‘ladies, who in
public are equally cclebratcd far the
coldeft chaftity. '
Confcioufnefs of merit chara&crxfes
‘men of genius ; but it is to be ‘lamerited
that the illofions of felf-lave, are not dif-
" tinguifhable



( 122 )

tingwj{hable from the reglities:of confci-
oufpefs.®; Yet if me . ere to,take from
Jome their pr.i;le of exyltation, we annir "
hilate the germ of their excellencey; The
ycx;fuaﬁon of a; juft pofterity. fmoothed
the flceplefs pillaw, and fpread a fun-
fhine in the folitude of Bacon, Montef-
quieu,.and Newton ; of,qui'?.!}&cs, Gray,
and -Milton. Men of genius anticipate
their cdntemporarics .and know they are
fuch, Jong before the. tardy confent; of
the public.

They. have alﬁ) been accufcd of thc
meaneft adulations; it is-certain thag
many have had the weaknefs to praife

unworthy

® The followisg are mftances. “Epicurus wrote to
a Minifter of State, ¢ if you defire glory, nothing can
. % beftow it fo much as the letters I write to yous
Seneca, in quoting thefe words, adds, * what Epi-
“ curus promifed to his friend, that my Lucilius I
5 prOmxk you.” Thelé wére great men. But one
“La Serre, 2 Fre;ch writer of epiftles, 'when he addre(-
fed them, ufed to’ fay, *¢ I immortalife you, Sir, and
¢ this merits:at Jeaft your gratdtade.” Howmany La
Semres might we quote!
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unworthy men, and fome the cqurage to

‘erafe what they have written, A young

writer unknown, ‘yet languifthing for en«
couragement, when he firf} finds the
potice of a perfon of fome eminence, Ea§
exprefled himfelf in languagc:whic.h gx:'ag
titude, 3 finer reafon than reafon itfélt;
infpired. Strongly has Milton{c:i(pvreffcd‘
the fenfations of this paﬁion‘, “ the debe
* immenfe of endlefs gratitude,” " Who
ever pays an “immenfe debt” in (mill
fums? , , ) |
Even extravagant applaufes may be
excufed. Every man of genius has left
fuch honourable traces of his private af-
fe&ions; from Locke, whofe dedicationof
his immortal treatife is more adulative
than could be fuppofed from a temperate
philofopher, to Churchill, whofe eulo-
gies on his friends form fo beautiful a
contraft with the acerbity of his fatire.
As their fufceptibility is more ardent,
and
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and their penetration keener, than other
inen; it'is not-improbable that they often
difcover traits in the ¢haraQers of thofe
with’ whom ' they are familiar, ‘unper-
ceived and unknown tb the world. ‘The
';né)& illuftrious of the ancients placed the
mame of forne friend at the head of their
works; we too often bréﬁx the name- of
fome pétfon} but the moft graceful place
is; perhaps, in the midft of a work,
when 4 man of genius' fhows that. he is
not lefs mindful of hxs focxal aﬁ"e&xon

than his fame,

- CHAP.
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. Of Literary. Friend/bips and. Exmitiey. -

.
4

A DELIGHTFUL tQplC opens to our con;
templatwn. I entcr thc fcenc, -as Er;cas
the green Elyﬁum, where he. v1cwed the

once 1lluf’mous 1nhab1tants of thc carth

rcpof ng in focnal fc11c1ty Among thc
multitude, 2 Pythlas and Damon are

rare ; for frlendfhxp appcqrs too fcnous
for the fnvoIous, and too romantxc for

the bufy The mutablc paﬁ'xons of thc
frivolous oblxge them to forfake ‘thofe
bofoms in wthh thcy havc rcpoﬁtcd
their cxtm& paW fons 5 and thc varymg
ob_]c& of thc varying hour rcquxres a ncw
fct of aﬂ’ocxatcs.l Thc bufy fuffer no m—
nmacxcs to mtrudc on thelr pnvatc
vxcws thc my(’cenous magnct of fnend-

- of
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of fympathy, but falls \vuhout cohefion,

on the fohdrty of gold
It is honourable to Literature, that
among the vittues -it infpires, is that of
ardent fncnd{hxp, and it's hiftory pre-
Tents no unfrcqucnt mﬁances ofit’s fineft
enthufiafm.  The delirium of love is
bﬁen'tdo violent a pafﬁon for the ftudent,
and it's caprices are flill more incom-
patxblc with his purfuits than it’s deli~
rium. But friendfhip is not on]y dehght- .
ful, but ncccﬂ'ary to foothe a mind alter-
mtcfy elated and deprefled; when infirm,
xt ﬁrengthcns, whcn dublous, it en-
}1gbtcns, when dxfcpurzgcd it amma:es,
' That howcvcr xt Ihould be rarc_ u;
htcrature, will excite no furpnfe The
qualities neccﬂ‘ary to conftitute literary
fncnd{hxp, comparcd with thofe of men
of the world,’ muft render i it s occaﬁonal
appcarancc a ﬁngulanty thcrary fnend-
fhip has no convivial gaieties or factious
' aflemblies.
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afferniblies.  “Two' atoms ift e, oul
of thie Vaft moafs of nabuieé; of G equdl 4
forthy that whén they once hdhere; they
thalk appeat 65 ol and reftthe utmoft
Porce of fepaiation. : Their!ftudies muft
be fimilary and: et fo far: frorn.becoming
Hivats, weachomots fiad peciprocal -affif-
tince s when ont of therst is'at lengale
found Vo excel; the oater -is po be the
protector- of his- fame, Each:moft liva
for the veher, decide with une. judgment,
dad::fecl ‘with. one:qafte. > 1n this intet-
coarfesf mihds, che privaté.pafions arc
net 1o be gritiflad,  but dften to be cors
pced, and-dnenérgretic palfion for fudy
muft zlonebe.indolged., Jixthetr famin
liar converfations, learpififp: is ‘coramus~
tricaged withot ftudy, and. iwit-witbiout
3. . Whitt 1s given by one isisnproved
by the gther:; fancy. is.ensiched by me:
merf ; ‘and . te fuch copverfations. the

Mnmﬂebfﬂd for oumy of.i¥'s hap-
pieft
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picft productions. . The,greatslt 1incan- .

vcnicncc atpcnding fucha fnicnd&'m, s
y.rammg mﬂance,s\ ;m,wbjch ;.h.ls' l;as not
been. fufferéd; . and the: violence of grief
has operated like a.volustary death... . ..

The friendfhips of men:of the world
are different both; in their :fedtures and
their complections. = There we find with

facility,.men of anslogaus difpofitions;

but : fuch intimacies terminate in com-

plaint arid .contempt. . A.. feeble mind -

acquires ftill ‘more -inbecillity with_the
feeble ; a. diffolute heart riots in guilt

with the diflofute ; and while we defpife -
our companion, ‘we in geturn have bes.

come defpicable. ¢ .

Among the: maft pleafing. cﬁ:ﬁons of
a man of genius, are thofe little picces
which' he. confecrates to the caufe of
friendfhip ; and among is- nobleft ac-
uons, are thofe fervid -and fpontaneous
oo ' teftimonies
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teftimonies of affe@ion, of which literaty
hiftory affords' many examples. I (hall
have no recourfe to the abundant in<
ftances which the ancients have left; the
moderns may be inftructed by the mo-
derns. 'To notice a few will be fufficient,
and fiot to notice them would be re-
fufing the young. rcadcr no -ordinary
gratification. ~ Such is the memorable
friend(hip of Beaumont and Fletcher,
that as they have fo ciofely united their
- labours that we know not the productions
of either; it is with equal difﬂcul:'y bio-
graphers compofe the memoirs of one,
without running into the life of the other.
They pourtrayed the fame charaéters,
while they mingled fentiment with fen-
timent, and ‘their days were not more
clofely interwoven than their verfes. The
poem of Cowlcy, on the death of his
~ friend HarVey, is not, mdécd free from
fome of hu remote conceits; yet the fol-
- K lowing
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lowing: ftanza prefents 2 pleafing; picturs
of the cmploymenqe ~of two  yoyng
frudents... .. . o e

" -di gy, foryou faw s yé intmottal lights,
. - ¢ How oft uhwéaried hpve we fpent the. nights !,
« Till the Ledzan ﬂan, fo famed for lo‘e, ;

: « Wond'fed at us from above.

¢ We fpent them not in.toys, in luft, or wing; -
‘ “ But fearch of deep phxlofophy,

7 e cldquence, and poctryy, ° x
“ Arts which I Joved, for they, my friend, were thi_ue.’f

Pt

MlIton s not on]y glvcn the: quuﬂ‘ tc
Lycxdas to thc memory of 2 young
friend, butin his Epz/apbmm Damonis,
fo that of Deodatus, has pouted forth
fome fntcrcﬁing'fentimcnts. It has beer
verfified by Langhome. Now, fays the

¢
3

poct,

“ Twhom (hall I my. bopes and fcars 1mpart,

w Or truft thc cares 'and folhcs of niy heart.”  °
The plcgy af Txckcl mallcxouﬂy caIch
by Stcelc, £ profc m rhlme, s alike
mfpxred by aﬁ'cé’tlon and ﬂmcy s ithasa

n{clodlc;us

-
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melodious’ languor, and a ‘melancholy
grace, The formet of Gray, to the me-
miory-of Wett, is a beautiful effufion, and
2'model for Englith fonnets. ~ Helvetius
was - the 'protetor of then - of genius,
whom he aflifted fot only with his ¢ri-
ticifm; but his fortune. At his death,
M., Surin read in the French academy,
an epiftle to the manes of his friend.
Saurin, wreftling with obfcurity and po-
verty, was drawn into literary exiftence
by the fupporting hand of Helvetius.
Our poet thus addrefles lum in thc warm
tones of grantudc. ' .

« Ceft toi qui me cherchant ai fein de Pinfortune
) ¢ Relevas mon fort abatta, S
“Et feus me rendre chqq. ung vie importuae.
- L]
«Que ‘importent ces pléufi— - '
¢¢ O douleuy 1mpmﬂ'antc | O regrets fuperﬁus !
W Je vis, helas! Je vu, et'mon ami n c& plns "

M1 TATED. : o
¢¢ Thy friend, in Mifery’s haunts, thy bountjes fieze;
¢ And give an urgent life, fome days of cafe;

“ Ah1'ye vain griefs, foperfluous tears I chide!
¥ I Jive, alag ! I live, and thou haft died !
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The literary friendibip of 4 fathet with
his fon, is:one. of the moft: mare alliances
in the republic of letters.: We have had
a remarkable inftance in the two Richard.
foms ; and the father, im bis fine original
and warm manner, his employed the
meft glowing language to exprefs his
femibents an this affetion. He fays,
““ny time of learning was employed in
‘“ hufinet ; but aftes all I have the
«“ Greek and Latin tosgues, becauz a

-« part of me paffefles them, to whom &

“ can. recur at pleafure, juftas I have a
“ hand when I would write or paint, fees
“ to walk, and eyesto fee. My fon is my
« Jearning, as I amn that to himx which he
“ has ot} we make one man, and fuch

~ *“a compound man may probably pro-

« duce what fio- fingle man can.*  And
further, I always think it my pecdliar
“ happinefs to be as i¢ wesd enlarged, ex-
« panded, made another man by the

" scacquifition
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“« gequifition of ‘ty fon, and hk thinks
‘o in the farne manher concermng my
‘@wnion with him.” All this is as cu-
rious as it is uncommon. :

* But it muft notbe fuppofed that ten
-of: génius have remained fatisfied with
~only ¢ gwmg a few verfes to the duties of
friendthip. '[he elevation of their minds
'has raifed them into domeftic heroes,
whofe a&xons are oftén only recarded in
_ the unpublithed regifter of private life.
" Some for their friend have died, pene--
. trated  with inconfolable grief; fome
have facrificed their character to hisown;
fome have fhared their limited fortune ;
and fome have remained attached to
their friend in the worft feafon of ad-
verfity. In the note underneath I adduce
my proofs of what is fo honeurable ta
htcratutc.

K3 ’ I |
* Jurieu denounced Bayle as an impioas writer, and

drew his teftimonies from the ¢ Avis aux Refugies.”
This
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- I fhall be concife on the fubject of their
enmities ;- far what-could even ingepuity

oLl urge

This work is written agair’lﬁ'Oa!"miﬁs, ‘and therefdre
.becames .3mpious in Hoiland,. Bayle might haye ex-
culpaied Limfelf with facxhtv, by declaring the work
‘was -compofed by -La Roque ; but he prefesred to be
‘_perfccuted, rather than to_ruinhis friend ; he there-
‘fore was filent, and condemned. —When the minifter
Fougquet :was abandoned by ill, it was the men;of Jet-
ters he had patronifed, who never forfaok his pnfo? 3
and many have dedicated their works 6 great men in
-their -adverfity, whom they {corned to ‘notice, at the
time when the); were noticed by .all.~~The learned
‘Goguet beci\ieathed his MSS."and libral‘y to his friend
lns ﬁudxes His work on the Ongm of the Arts and
Sciences, had heen much indebted té his aid.- In.vain
was the legacy bequeathed ;- Goguet died of a flow and
'pamful diforder ; Fugere, 'who knew him to bé paﬂ:
. recavery, preferved amute defpair, retired home; and
the ,vi&tim of fenfibility and friendthip died,‘ a few
weeks ‘after his friend.—The Abbt de Samt’Pierre
- gave an mterefting proof of literary friendihip. When
he was at College, he formed a_union with Vangnon,
“the geometrician. They were of conge'ﬂal dl(poﬁ-
tions ; when he went to Paris, he invited Varignon:to
accompany him ; but Varignon had nothing, and the
Abbe was far from rich. A certain income was fe-
:ceffary for the tranquil purfuits of geometry. Our
Abbt had an income of 1800 livres ; from this he de-
-»du&ed 300, which he gaye to the geometrician, but
: accompanied
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urge -to "diftinguith- literury. catuminy
from -any other kind? "The refleGion
thould humiliate men.: of: geénius, that
when they condefcend to afperfe with
rage and mahgmty, another artift, they
are only domg what ;hc worft part of fo-

c1cty can pcrform‘ as wcll as themf{elves,
S K4, :','Bug

¢
eea s

accompanied by & delicaty which rione but a man of
genius could conceive.  J.donot give it you (he faid)
as a falary, but an annuxty, that you may be inde-
pendent, and quxt, when! iyou diflike me. Somethmg
nearly, fimilar embellifhes our own franty literary hif-
tory. When Akenfide was in great danger of
experienéing fhmine -as well as fame, Mr. Dyfon al-
lowed him three hundred pounds a year. Of this
gentleman, perhaps, nothmg is known;. yet whatever
his life may be, it merits the'tribute of the biographer;
this fingle . a&xon will caft a luftre round the meaneft
objefts. T he race of the Dyfons are, no doubs, long
extin ; it would: be rath for another Akenfide to
look round for another Dyfon. To clofe with thefe
honourable teRimonies of literary friendhip, we nmft
pot omit that of Churchill and.Lloyd. It is known
that when Lloyd heard of the deith of our poet, he
4&ted. the port which Fugere.did to Goguet. I con-
¢lude by reuwkmg that the page is, croudcd, but my .
memory is by o meansexhaufted, .
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. But reafon tremhlea when wit is
waited; with malice, and malice with wan+
tonnefs. Chmhﬁll fBys, . ...

« \ﬁxen R..ea'fon's' for me, Ged is for mefoo.a‘{

But how rately are fatirifts condii&cd By

rcafon ! Our laws offer no pzoteéhon from
a hitter epigram, and an artful fatire.
Irony is not denominated by an attorhey
a libel; by an honeft map it may be felc
as fomcthmg much worfe, Fortune has
been loft, reputation deftroyed, and every
charity of life been extinguithed by witty
malic_é. To. debafe a man i the cu'ele
of his acquaintance, if unfortynately his
fenfibility is exquifite, has not infre-
quently bees commmicting a lefs crime
than murder. The Abbe Caffagne felt
fo.acutely the cauflic verfe of Boileau,
that, in the primg of life, he became
melanchely, and died infane. A modern
painter fell the viim of the crticifim
and
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and the wit of a fatirift, who fhall be
namelefs on #is oeeafion. * Dr. Johnfon
related of Cummyns, a celebrated quaker,
that he confefled he died of an- anony-
mous letter in a’ public paper, which
faid, he “ faftened on -my _heart, ﬂxi
¢ threw me inta this flaw fever.” Same,
hkc Racine, have died of a ﬁmplc re-
buke; and fome by an cpx&ram as wcu
as 3 fatire, ‘

!

CHAP.
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IT has Tong been a chenfbed notion
mnong mén of taﬁc, that the dxfpoﬁnons
of an arnﬁ appear in his works ; and the
fublime ‘\ngelo, and the graceful Ra-
phael, are produced as fplendid inftances.
It has alfo been a very ancient opinion,
that the character of an author is dif-
coverable in his writings. The echo from
biographers has been conftant, and often
they pourtray the man, by the mirror of

'his works.® Th; anecdote which Dr,
Johnfon

# Ruffhead, in his dull book on Pope, fays, (p. 8.}
¢ Ta an accurate obferver, the temper and morals of
«¢ 3 writer breathe throughout his works.”” What has

been the confequence of this falfe and popular opi- -

nion? He has written a great deal about Pope and
Poetry, and, as Johnfon faid, he knew as little of one
as the other.
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. Johnfon: -has:.given- ‘of : Thomilon, -has
ferved at: leaft-to- fufpe&-it’s fallibility.
The. fubjed, however, demands invefti-
_gation, and- perbaps may be- finally rer-

minated by the facts I now adduce,

.....\Me-enquire, whether he js; a moral
:msan who compofes moral effays:;; incem-
“tinent, who writes lalcivious - poems;;
-malignant, who- publifhes bitter. fatires ;
~and favagc whofe 1magma;10n ddlghts

“in terror and in’blood. -

- Tt is one characteriftic of genius to fay

: things for their ingenuity, and to difplay
- the felicity of fancy, than from anyutility
.which. may be drawn from them. .Of
.many obfcene pagts, the. greater part
_have led chafte lives ; and this topic.has
.engaged the acute examination of :Bayle.
. La Mothe le Vaier wrote two works of a
- free nature; yet his life was the. unble-
- mifhed life of a retired fage. ‘Of many of
.the ancient poets, it appears that the li-

centioufnefs
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eentioufnefs of their verfe; was by rip
means communicated to their manners.
‘Their page was lafcivious, and their life
pure, for the fancy may he debauched,
and the heart auftere. = - o
* * 'Thelicentious tales of La Fontaine
-are well known, but not a fingle a mour
:has been recorded of the * bon hamme.”
-Bayle is a remarkable inftance ; no wiriter
‘is more ample in his detail of impurity,
but he refifted the pollution of the fenfes
-ag much- as Newton. . He painted his
fcenes of lewdnefs merely as a faithful
‘hiftorian, and an-exa& compiler. Smol-
let’s charaler is immaculate, yet whata
defcription has. he given of one of his
-heroes with Lord Straddle. I cannot
but obferve on fuch fcenes, that their
-delineation anfwers no good purpofe.
Modefty cannot read, and is morality
intercfted ? He. affumed the character
of Petronius Arbiter ; we applaud and

we
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we cenfure this mere playfulnefs of fancy..
Itis certain, however, by thefe inftances,
that licentious . writers may be very
chafte men. . :
.'We naw turn to :hofc wo:ks wluch, by
thcu;caﬂ,. _promife that the authors were
pious and moral men.  Two celebrated
ancients muft not be paffed over in this
enumeration, Scneca and Salluft. The
firfk is an admimble ftoic, elaborate in
his delineation of the moral duties; but
his effays on the advantages of poverty,
were writtcx; on a table of gold, and his
admanitions of . fupporting pain, on vo~
luptucus fophas, and in fragrant baths.
‘This moral declaimer ruined my cqunIy,
Eﬂ'cx, by the moft exorbitant ufuncs,
and mculcated the comforcs of poverty
with a fortune of feven mllhons Salluft
clegantly declaims againft the hccntx_ous
manners of his age, but we happen to
know that he was fcpeage@ly}agcufed in
the
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the fendte' for public and- hubirual des
baucheries. - He inveighs dgaifift ‘¢
fpoilers ‘of “countries, yet; wheti he atd
tained to a remote governmet; it b=
came- a Verrés: * Licidn; in “his early
produtions, decldims agdififtithe friénd-
thips of the "great, as‘anothér nime for
fervitude ; when his talents  tiade hifii
known, 'he -accepted a placé under’'the
~ Emperor.- ‘He has arterfipted'to apolo-
gize for his condud, by comparing him-
felf “to’ thofe quacks, who, indifpofed
with a fevere cough, fell infallible reme:
dies for it’s. cure.” At thé moment the
poct Rouffeau:was giving verfions of the
p('a}ms, he was occupied on the moff m-
famous epigrams. A~ lrvmg pamtcr,
whofc px&urcs only rcprefcnt acts of be-
nevolence and chmty, isas httle gcnerous
as he is chafte.

We have beea told that the fcnﬁbxhty

of .Stcmc was more that of the author
o than
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than the man ; ‘perhaps thofe:who gave
the ' information were incompetentjud4
gcs;vbut;lfdo:mt;'ﬁpd:dﬁs any..morq
difficult to. credit, ‘thana: circumftancé
which happened:to Klopftock. : This
votary, of Zién’s. mufc: aftomithed and
warmed the fage Bodmer, who fuppofing!
him a poet.oF ah advanced age, .and
enthufiaft for retirement,: invited:him 1o
his refidences but when thé epic poer
arrived, he was found na preper afiociatd
for the. grave pfofeffor ;. he had.all the:
levity. and volatility of youth. * So very.
erroneous is the'conception often of the,
form and manners of a diftant author.
.. Johnfon would not believe that Harace;
was a happy man, becaufe his verfes,
were chearful ; no more than he could
think Popc was fo, becaufe he is con-
tinaally informing, us of it.. He obfcrvcd
that Dr, Young, who pmed for- pfefcr-'

ment, contemns i in. his wmngs I,
..,l.s.l
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is fingular thar the fombrous author of
thcmghs .thoughts, :-was_ the: firlt- to
propofc: e fubf¢ription- for. the balls a
Weliteyn.*: - Young :was’ 2 chearful in
catifer{ation . as:'he .wad ‘gloomy in his
¢omppfitions; and when 2 lady exprefied
her furptife ' at- hia’ focial converfe, he
replied, * there is much: difference bes
¢ tweeh writing and talking.”  Are we
to credit .the good - fortune with' which
fowrie poets (o often felicitate themifelves,
any inore ‘than their. defpondence and
menaces ? Thomfon paints the feenes of
domeftic love with all the fplendid de-
corations of fancy, but knew nothing of
it's reality but a camal and grol’s in-
dulgence. . ' :
i © Inconftant
‘Thumecdm nfmmMr Pyescommentzryon
the poetic of Atiftotle. This work hasprea claims on
the atteation of the Critical reader. It s natas it's
title would feem to import, an arid pedantic and me-

taphyfical difoullion, but elegant, umuiing, and ufeful
i
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~ Inconftart men will write on conftancy,
and licentious minds will ‘elevate them-
felves_.into ' poetry and’ religion. - Moral
.men.: will venture to.write what they
would not a&, while others.of inferior
honefty will act what they will not ven-
ture to write.- -

To prove that the writings of an au-
thor give no indication of his perfonal
character, we have inftances fo multifa-
rious, that tobring them forward might
weary the moft patient curiofity. Icon-
fult my intereft;. by reprefling the defirc
of difplaying my detections.

It is neceffary, however, -to adduce
a few, that the reader may not flatter
himfelf that he has difcovered the dif-
pbﬁtions of an author, either by his ftyle,
his mode of thinking, or any other lite-
rary. appearance he may affume.,  Balzac
and Voiture are fo well known, that X
prefer them to fhew the illufions of ftyle.

L ~ The
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The letters of the firft are pompous and
inflated ; but his converfation was light
and agreeable. Voiture, who affeGed
gaiety and gracefulnefs in his compo-~
fitions, was in his domeftic language,
. harth and ftiff, for having frequented the
nobility, he ever aflumed the Seigneur.*
Writers of great genius have felt them-
felves in awkward fituations, when the
extraordinary fentiments ‘they make
their dramatis perfonz utter, are malici-
oufly applied to their own character. An
enemy of Shakefpeare, might have re-
proached him with his forcible deline-
ation of the villain JTago. Crebillon,
indeed, complains in the preface to one
of his tragedies, of fomething fimilar,
He fays, “ they charge me with all the
« iniquities

* The comedies of M. de St. Foix are light, agree-
able, and delicate ; his own charater was remarkable
for morofenefs, rudenefs, and infociability. Moliere,

fo gay and fpirited in his comedy, was grave and pen-
five in fociety.

L e ———
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.*“ iniquities of Atreus; and they regard
““me, in fome-places, as a wretch with
,“ whom it is unfi to aifocmtc ; asifall
#¢ which the mind .invcnis, muft be de-
“ rived from the heart.” OQur poet is,
mdced, a firiking inftance of the little
alliance between the literary and perfonal
difpofitians of an author. In his Atreus,
the father drinks the blood of his fon;
1g Rhadamiftus, the fon expires by the
hand of the father; and in his Elera,
the fon affuffinates his mother; yet was
Crebillon the gentleft and moft amiable
of meq, and u;ho exulted on his entrance
into the Frepch academy, that he had
never tinged his pen with the gall of
fatire. . The impiety of Satan, might
equally be attributed to the poet; and
Dr. Moore might be fuppofed the worft
of men, by his forcible delineation of
‘_Z'eluco. A poet is a painter of the foul ;
‘if:'he feizes it’s deformities, heis a great
artift, buf.nof therefore a bad man.
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I fpare the reader a number of in-
ftances that croud on the memory, and
thall give only a few reflections which"
offer themfelves. * One may difplay with
artful elegance, the moral brilliancy of
the mind, and with ftrokes of fentiment,
intereft the heart by an animated elo-
quence. But this may proceed from a
felicity of manner, and a flexible, verfa-
tile, and happy genius. The writer’s
heart may be as little penetrated by the
charms and virtues he defcribes, as the
tragic poet would be incapable of com-
mitting the affaffinations and maffacres
he commands in a verfe, or details in a
fcene. '

Montagne appears to have been fen~

fible of this fact in the literary character.
Of authors, he fays, that he likes to read

their little anecdotes and l;rivatc paﬂiofxs,

and adds, * Car j'ai une finguliére cu-

“ riofité de connoitrc 'ame et les naifs

~ « jugemens
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“ jugemens de mes auteurs. II faut bien
« juger leur {fuffifance, mdis non pas leurs
“ moeurs, ni eux, par cette montre de
« leurs ecnts qu lls etalent au theatre du
« monde.* This is very juft ; and I am
not yet perfuaded that- the fimplicity of
this old and -admirable faveurite -of Eu-
rape might not have been a- theatrical
gefture, as much as the fcnﬁbxhty of
Sterne. ‘ » :

I conclude by obfcrvmg, that if. we
confider that he who pamts vice w1th
energy is therefore vicious, we _may in-
Jure an honeft man ;. and.if we imagine
that he who celebrates virtue is, therefore

‘virtuous, we may happen to decexve our-

felves in repofingon a polluted heart. >
L3 .-  CBAP

# ¢ For I hive a fingular curiofity to know the foul,
and fimple apinions of my authors. We muft judge
of their ability, but not of their manners, nor them-
felves, by that thew of ‘their writings which :hey difr

play on the theatre of the world .
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CHAP. XIL

Of /bm prwaie Adwntagu wbub snduce>
Men of Letters to becomg Autbors. | -

SOME private intereft enters into his’
view who affumes ‘the profefiion of an
author. Such a moth fortanately ex~
ifts ; for no reafoning man would volun-"
tarily place himfelf in a fituation, fraught
with butning "anxieties, and with fick-
ening difgufts ; with hope mingling with’
defpondence; with' felicity- fo ‘variable,
that the utroft happinef¥ of an author is-
as tranﬁcnt and rare, as thofe fine Italian
fkies we fomctimes fee inm our unfettlcd
chmate T .
"'Many are the motives which induce
to become authors ; their motives, - like
their misfortunes, are peculiar to them-
felves; but the utility they produce ap;
pertains to the public. ’
Some
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‘Some enter the perilous: and brilliant
career. of letters; as the .only means of
diftingujthirg their abilities,and meriring
public efteettr. 16 any other -purfuit,
their fituation, or their difpofitions, may
be iacompatible... The reftlefs activity
of genius totments their ‘repofe;..and
they feel like a young: Columbis; con+
fined to & petty port: Thefe are men:to
whom glory becomes a'kind :of aliment,
deprived of which, -their paffions, like 4
toncealed fire, would fecretly confume

fuch; it is as-impoflible to remain filent,
as;it is for fome .to .be eloquent. - They
give a veice to their fcclinqs;ip their
works. - . L
.- Ochers become authors, as the only
religfthey find from the tzedium of lifc.
Helvetius has maintaingd the fingular
paradox, that Exwus produced many of
our fupcriorwriters. Several authors have
La invented
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invented their:-wotks; as fo many {chemes
to efcape from the preflure of life.
It was an aflertion drawn, perhaps, from
his own feelings. - A financier, luxuria-
ting in fplendid opulence; courted by
each feductive form of voluptuoufnefs,
already acknowledged as an elegant wri-
ter and a liberal -Mecenas, could only
have been induced- by this motive to
encounter the clofe meditation, the la-
borious' arrangement, and the elaborate
elegance of a work which he refolved
thould. be pofthumous. It is to Emm:
we owe that numerous race of opulent
fcribblers, who-after reiterated ill fuc-
cefs, ﬂill’p0ur ‘their ‘plenteous volumes
on a wearied and incurious public. Ma=
rolles perfificd to the laft in his uninter-
rupted amufement -of printing books,
and his readers bhaving long ceafed, he
was compelled to prefent them to his
friends, who, however, were -not his

' ' readers.
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- readers. There are many writers.who
- pafs their days in amazing labours, and
.are veterans without being known as vo-
‘lunteers. -Of fome, a private prefs is
the literary horizon; compofition pre-
ferves their mind from what a French
writer pleafantly calls “ the horrors of
<« digeftion.” It is well if they would
‘only take their phyfic in private. Thefe
are the Shakefpeares whofe plays have
_been rcfdfcd, and the Addifons whofe
_fpectators: have never been read.

Others follow the avocations of an au-
thor as a means of fubfifting on the
produce of virtuous talents ; their mo-
derate and precarious exiftence is more
. honourable than a ducal revenue, and
more pméiods than a contrator’s loan.
When we know that fuch a writer has
_never violated the dignity of human na-
ture, but has rigidly reverenced virtue,

and an elevation of foul has taught him
to
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‘to repel the infulting familiarity of the
‘great, his works reccive a new and ac-
‘cidental value. We purfue bur medi-
‘tations  with confidence, and we dwelt on
‘thofe fervid ftrokes which are the natural
exPreﬂions of 4 great gemus, wreftling
thh a heavy and Oppreﬂivc fortune.
) theraturc is, mdccd the only refuge
“for gcmus pIaced in obfcure fituations.
Tt is an avenue to glory, open for thofe
]ngcmous men, who, dcprxvcd of ho-
nours or of wealth, ‘may by their medi-
'tatlons, fometnmcs obtain both ‘or if
.they do not obtain either, r_nay be ren-
‘dered fupgripf'to them. To many young
writers the idea may be confolatory and
’animatiﬁg‘, that the greater part of our
firft ‘authors have ennobled themfelves,
and owed nothing to their parfents. The
'grcat Grecian orator, was thc fon of a
ﬁmth ; the prince of Latin poets, of a
pottcr, the fineft fatirift and ode writer
of




¢ 155 )
of antiquity, of a franchifed man ; the
brilliant Flechier, of a tallow chandler;
the eloquent Maffillon, of a tanner ; and
the philofophers Rouffeau and Didero,
of a watch-maker and a cutler ; in Eng-
land, the moft nervous of moral effayifts,
was the fon of one who kept a book ftall;
the author of the Pleafures of Imagina-
tlon was the fon'of a butcher; and the
grcatcr author of the American Revoli-
tlon, of a tallow chandler
" Genius has the prerogatlvc of raifing
the inferior ranks of men to the hlgher
claffes of fociety. This once obtamcd
the age is juft; and the hxgher claffes
become inferior. 3

We muft not pafs over in filence, ad-

vantages better known, attending the

occupations of literary men. Thofe de-
rived from ftudious habits, would be fuf-
ficierit to attach the elegant mind to
literature, if reafon had much power

aver

s d
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over the paffions ; the, attraction is irre-
fiftible, when reafon xt.fclf beeomes a
pa(T on.

The pleafurcs of hteraturc havc long
been a favaurite amphﬁcanon of elo-
quence ; and I quote not the admu‘able

v rcﬂe&xons or of Cicero, or of ley, fa-
miliar to every man of taﬁe He who
confecrates himfelf - to lctters, cfcapcs
from the reftlefs defires of the. mulutudc.
The mephitic : air of vulgar. pafﬁons can-
not rcach hlm as, we are informed of
the pernicious vapour of the lake of the
dogs in Italy, that ifa perfon does not
,bend dqwmyards, it cannot affeét him.
Is he opulent ? he has fufficient firmnefs
to remain enamoured of literary labour.
Is he poor? he has fufficient intrepidity
to become illuftrious. The firft effect of
"a love of letters communicates virtue and
independence; for hg h;s“ﬁlcnccd many
_ private

te

e o — g
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private paffions, and inhabits the inte:
rior, not the fuperficies of his foul.

It is a curious obférvation of one
Martinelli, ari Iralian, who, to px"bvc'
that Study foftens the manners, ﬁys, that
rarely men of letters are affaffins in Iraly,
duellifts in France, or {uicides in Eng-‘-
lIand. It is true we want not the opinion
of Martinelli, becaul_'c it has been ele-
gantly faid by Horace, repeated by the
thinking Hume, ‘and is to be found
in every book of rhetoric, in the firft
chapter. | -

Literature is the only confolation in
thofe terrible afflictions, when we are re-
duced by the privation ofa {enfe, to take
our laft refuge under the domeftic roof.
Blindnefs itfelf is no impcdimeni to ge-
nius; fatal to all, it is an advantage to
anactive imagination. It’s powers collet
more forcibly and burn more intenfely.
It is poffible to form a catalogue of men

' of
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of learning who have projeded and
finithed confiderable works in this fitu-
ation. Often, toe, has the gate of the
prifon .been the porch of fame, and a
ﬂxght indifpofition conferred immorta-
lity. A .man of letters can never be faid
to be exiled or imprifoned.
_ It is even to be fuppofed, againft the
popular opinion, that ftudy is friendly to
the conftitution. A life of letters is calm
and umform, and cherithes the mild af-
fc&xons An author, if he feels not too
fenﬁbly an occafional dlfappomtmcnt,
and can forgive the malice of an enemy,
finds his ftudies produce a happy influ-
ence over his health. Hourly acquifi-
‘tions bring. new delights, and thought
from thought is purfued with tranquil-
lity; and delight and ,;ranquillit_y are
medicines to the foul, and promoters of
health. Every produion of tafte re.
dpires a foftening balm, which fweetens
that
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that continuity of attention only expe-
rienced by menof ﬂ.udy. If.an anatomift
could defcribe accurately the fenfationg
af a man of tafte, and explain ;his pla-
cable and harmonious play of the nerves,
no ftate of exiftence might, perhaps, be
found more friendly to the human frame.
Every one in the habits of ftudy has per-
ceived the influence of the mind over the
body; and Addifon has noticed the
pleafures of the imagination as canducive
to health.* The greater number of emi-
nent writers have attained to an advanced
age. Inaneffay by Dr. Rufhworth, a
number of ages of great ftudentsare col-
le¢ted, and his opinion is confirmed by
fufficient teftimonies. Bayle ftill pro-
ceeds

* On this fubjeét the following anecdote is curious.
Alphonfo of Arragon, was a prince paffionately en-
amoured of literature. When he lay much indifpofed,
and could find no relief from his phyficians, his cour.

tiers brought whatever prefents they imagined might
) amufe
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ceeds further, by faying, that ftudy is

not hurtful to the conftitution even in
early youth. - Shenftone has, however,

cchoed in one of his clegies, the vulgar

opinion,

 But foon the paths of health and and fame divide.”
If by the path of fame, our amiable wri-
ter meant ftudy, his ill health was never

occafioned by profound learning.
Some, perhaps, will not deem as one

of the inferior advantages of an author,

that of his admiffion among the higher
circles, If in the prefent age, no writer
' can

amufe him ; .Panormita- judged proper to prefent him
with books, among which was a Quintus Curtius,
which appears to have had a wonderful effeét over the
ftudious Alphonfo. He heard with fuch delight, the
Hiftory of Alexander the Great, that after the firft
day he felt himfelf relieved, and before the conclufion
of the work, aftonifhed his pbyficians, by a perfeét
recovery. He ever afterwards contemned the doétors

and their Hippocrates and Avicenna, and faid he re- ~

quired no other medicine while he poffefled Quintus
Curtius. , Valeant Hippecrates, Avicena, et Medict
eateriy Vivat Curtius fofpitator meus.
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can reafonably hope that his fudies will
open the golden gate of preferment, ot
of fortune, he'may at leaft, when he at-
tains o eminence, be certain of reeciving
the tribute which opulent vanity pays to
his wlents. - But an auther iz Hrle in-
débited to fuch hotice ; the arttentions of
a bx‘ﬁham circle are Hl-timed ; it is, per-
haps, twcmy years too late. It is alfo
t0'be obferved; that few men of tafte can
accuftom themfélves o the refinemients
of opulent grandeur, ‘without" cteatinig
artificial - wants, which they «can hevér
granfy antd their ‘fiture life my feel
the irritation of pleafures not to be pur~
chafed; and elegance not’ o ‘be. found.
To fuch may ofterr: be applied’ the exi
clamation of Milton’s Adam, when' obli~
ged to ! exrle himfelf" from paradqfe—-r

g How fhall 1breathe in other aic
Lefd pure, accuftomied to immartal fraits ).

The fociety of the great is litele fratter=
'M ing H
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ing; for it requires a painful vigilance to
preferve dignity with fuch aflociates.
D’Alembert has written an admired effay
“.on the connection between literary men,
.and thefe men. A man-of letters whe
Jad the misfortune of living with a lord,
finely faid of him, ¢ he would familiarife
« himfelf with me ; but I repel him re-
“ fpectfully.” An anecdote related of
Piron is not lefs interci’qit)g. - This man
notion of the dignity of a man of letters ;
-nor would fuffer the literary character to
be lowered in his prefence. Entering the
apartment of a nobleman, who was con-
ducting another. peer ta the. flairs, the
nable: ftopped . to make .way for. Firon,
pafs on, my lord, faid the noble mafter,
,paﬁx,j he is only a poet.—Piron replied,
« fince our qpaﬁties are declared, Ifhall
* take my ‘rank,”. and he .placé,d himfelf
before the lord. -
- If
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-'Ifite-voice of an individual can weigh
with an author, itis:when it fpedky’in «
foreign- accent. -The enquiry of ‘an ine
elligenr foréigner founids like the diftan
plauditiof pofterity: Fontenelle was never
moreé ‘gratified .than'when a Swede,’ ar-
riving dt. the gdtes of .Paris,” enquired-of
the officers of the: cuftéins.where “Fon-
tenelle refidéd, and exprefled his indig-
nation that none of them ihould havc

. ever heard of his name. ':

" There are. fome hours in the hfc of 4

man of genius, which, it may'be fup-

poféd, communicate an exquifite fenfa-
fion to -his* feelinigs.” Tt is when' he
perceives the world fpontaneoufly* pay
their tributé of refpe&. to his abilities.
It is faid of Corneillé, that he had his.
particular feat in the theatre, asid that
ivhe,n‘-l_lc entered, the. audience -rofe to

falute him. We know. what excefs of

honours was paid {the expreffion will be
SRR M2 pardoned
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pardoned by men of tafte) to the match-
Jefs Voltaire. Spinofs, while he gained
a humble livelihood by grinding glafies
at in obfcure’ village in Holland, was
vifited by the firft general in Europe,
who, for this conference, fufpended the
march of his arnty, and traverfed a dif+
tant province. Rouffeau attracbed 2 croud
as he pafied the ftrects; and the péople
followed him with tears of affeGion, as
the apoftles of genius and humanity.
Lavater, receives daily the tribute of pof-
terity in the perfonal admiration of every
traveller of fenfibility and tafte, Such
are the voluntary honours of the human
heart; honours whith no monarch can
receive, unlefs he is that fingular mo-
narche—a man of letters on the throne.

I obferve that this chapter on the ad-
vantages of men of genius, is thort, and

. that it was with ‘mwch trouble I could

even give it this amplification,
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C CHAP. XuL
‘ Of tbe Ul:l:t'y qf Autbors 10 Iudrvtduals

WE have réafon to believe, that
wherever authors afe vigtuous and free,
their nation partakes.moft of virtue and
of freedom ;: as on the ‘contrary, where
they are diffolute and enflaved, their
mtion have: as- little “morals as liberty.
We want 2 differtation on the influence
of ‘maoners ‘on . tafte, and ‘of tafte on
manners. Bir Jothua Reynolds; in one
afhis difcourfes, obferves, that ® in the
« omnaments of the arts we find the cha-
< rateriftical mark of a national tafte,
« a3 by shrowing up a feather, we know
« which way the'wind blows; better than
d by 2 more heavy matter.”

“The morals of a nation are oftener di-
re@ted by aithors,” than by thofe inodern
zpoﬁles who poflefs vaft incomes, and

M3 ftolen
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ftolen fermons. Authors are the preach-
ers of morality, and the arbiters of man-
ners. They pcrform the office of the
Cen/or ‘Morum; and if thcy do not al-
ways live like the. €atos of their Agc,
their works may effe® the:fame benefi-
cial influence; for, like the language of
Catw, theyare fo many rci)rirgxands, for
folly, gmd remonftrances foy vice.. . ..
. A iauthor . fometimes appears, ﬁv!_xo
gives a new direction to the national;cha~
ra&er..: In mechanics,. no impulfion,
from a fingle hand, can rommunicate to
a bedy the force of eternal movement.
In morals it is different'; for there an in~
dividual power can for. ever, endow with
action the TRuTH it impels. ‘Thefe.ate
the ; few authors. who form revolutions,
not, perhaps, .in: the. fublime {ciences,
which are referved. for the contcmplaitwn
ofa few, bpt in that happier knowledge
which is of dziily; ufe, and 'addreﬂhd to

;- thofe
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thvofe WY tioft:wart inftrictioh. "Fhefe
‘atithors! avé not a"Newton*and 2 Lheke’;
B Adaikh ahd 1 Foménetle; Théfe
twb eniliént Hrfiters (hall iffiftrate- thik
reflectott, ' Phe Spectarord “introduced
' lverathrswhd mbrals inithetnation . the
young, ik gayj and the fair; who flew
Srom shexerrific form of a folid, were 4t~
traétedo bystheilight grices._ af a_fugitive
page. Since that happy moment the dif-
fuflon bbeafly, snd the-curjofity. of know-
1edge;: havest glodured ireaders-ivho, are
" Aovienabled rordifdern the fhades of ele+
- Jances;: ol appreciate « ¢ompofitions...of
geniis:s;ahd; tor adjufl the merits of in-

. genious cempetifory by the feald: of phi-

lofophical  tafte.d We *have ‘becoie &
. seading, andof..coyrfe a critical _nation.
A refined writer is now certain of finding
. Teaders who.can comprehend him, - Of
all ur great, men, whatever deparrment
they haye illufirgsed, who has left to the
S M4 nation
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nation a wore valpable.inkeritanee thin
Addifan? - Thowfands hear the, name of
Jeaves-no ismpmilion, . The pameof Ad.
Hifon excites affection; and his Spectators
semind the:medeft teader whers he £rf}
geived infirudtion, and the gweat writer
where he firl fclt the influence off tafie,
and where he ftill leanms ithe iart:of com:

-polﬁnon RER R ST -
* Fontenelle operated. the. Me&md of
revolution in framce. - Before his biid+
fiant wit 'and -exa& fcience wéve anited,
- loarning .was ¢he folitgry ‘enjoyrent of
the learned.: < Aftrotomy: and: erudition
were referved for the aftronpmer and the
erudit. Each fpokic his own langupge s
Fontenelle was: their interpreter. 'He
explained vaft-totalities by pradual de-
ductions, and fublitne conceptions, by
famitiar ideas. “The Iady at ‘her toilerte
defcribed the morions of 2 heavenly bedy,
while
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sthiln the Avds: pegulatng - bet owh ;. snd
the :beair monde had « finer/penctration
jnto ' the nasuce [of gracles,” than- the
podait-Van Dald, wha bad wirieten 43 Cov
pioufly; and whom np'one could read.
...:{Fhefe anc the valued authoks: who des
Jight. and fbothé. their fellow-citizens ;
the benefalors of ‘every man: = A mind
happily difpoled:itnbibes their felicity of
thainder. We read, among the Pecfian
fables of Sadi, of a fwimmer, whe, hav-
ing found a piece of common earth, ivas
affoniftied at it’s ffagrance, and eoquired
ifiit weré nwetk or ataber 7 % No,” re-
plied the perfumed mould, ¢ {.am no.
#:thing but common ecarth:; but rofes
“ weie' planted on my :foil, and their
« adorous virtues have delicioufly pene-
~ trated through all my pores. ' I have
« retained ‘the infufion of fweetnefs ; 1
“had otherwife been but common
“ earth,”—Sadi ingenioufly applies this
poeticat
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poetical incident tosthe cifed his miftetfs
produces:qves him.... Wémay alfodpply
it tonan effay:of Addifon;vora dilogae
of» Bonmemalle;  whidh; like the rofitsion
the.conimon earth;.imsptegnate with dig
tellectinal {weetmelad uncultivatedrhind.
- Thofe- whio feelomithi enthufiafin - thé
cloquefice of; afine wrirer,; infenfibly 7d+
ecive fome particles:fiom: fe; . vietyperd
writer. colnmunicatés. vistife ; .a- refindd
. writer,.' a fubtile .delicacps .4 fublida
aritgr, .an . elevationi- of {ntindent.; Al
- thefe; oharacters: of:the: niindi.-?iﬁ:a:-ﬁi\r
years, are diffufed’ throughaut: thenation;
- Among vy, what acute rezfoners has<hg
refined : penetration -of -Hume . fopnyed-s
what amenity of rmanners has:not Addifon
introdyced ; 10 howaniny virtuaus ycdushis
havé not the moral effiays.of Fohnfon:im:
- parted fortitude; -and:iHinmsined with.re:
fecion? . sl el o

g
< P

s U
It

i
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1 It is prefumed; .that while they thus
poy;?érfullyv operaté on the mipds of 'their
readers, their.own’ minds, in the pradlice
of their fludies, . 3re influenced in a fimi-
lar manper.. One of the moft pleafing
paffages in the platonic, Shaftefbury,. is
to this purpafe ; and though we bave al,
r'_eady.provcd it_, not exactly confpgm_a:blg
to fads, it is not entirely a brilliant re+
verie. Our noble author, comparing the

writer with the fculptor and the pajnl:cr;'

fays, that < there is this effential differ-
s« ence between the artifts of .each kind ;
¢ that they. who defign merely- after
« podies, and form the graces of this fort,
« can never, with all their accuracy, or
« correctnefs of defign, be able to reform
« themfelves, or grow a jot more fhapely
* in-theit” pe’rfo_ns, ) But for ﬁtixofc artifts,
« who.copy from: another: life, who fiudy
« the gracesi.and perfections of minds,
« and are real mafters of thofe sules which

conftitute
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* canttitute this latter fcience, "tis impof-
¥ fible they fhould fail of being ‘them.
o felves improved and -amended in their
“better 'part.”- That delightful enthu-
fiaft Richardfon the father, in one of his
fine dreams, infifts (as others indeed
have done) that great virtue is neceffary
even' for painters ; and that gehiué has
been lefs or greater, as virtue and vice
prevailed in themind of the artift. When
ws read an amiable compofition; ' and
obferve the charac¥er of the author to be
the reverfe, there appears an indecent
oppofition, ‘which-revolts our fenfibility,
and makes us contemn the writer asa
miferable impoftor. ‘
- This fcience'of the mind, -noticed by
Shaftefbury, is not metaphyfics, but
what* has been happily called *the
« proper fludy of mankind ;* Man alting
infociety. ‘The philofophic genius ex-
cels in the ftudy of che world ; he de-
rives
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rives this advantage from the obfoufity
of his {fituation, the vérfatility of his
mind, and. .the . habit of meditation,
‘Thofe whafe. chief’ svenpation is not :ne-
Fetion, limit. the knowletige of human
nature to the patticular focicty they are
accuftomed.” A courtier, :a‘lawyer, and
a merchant, contemplate thé¢ human
heart, in different lights; but nature is
ilt underftood by: thofe whofe capacities
are habituated to detect one principle
among many. She has no character, but
many characters ; the is not to be fyf-
tematized, but to be purfued. The
man of genius acts upon more general
principles; and makes the human heart
his amufement and his occupation. ‘The
theatre, conducted by fuch writers, would
become a national fchool; but we muft
then have fewer pantomimes, and fuch
operas and comedies as we have now,
ftill fewer than pantomimes.

The
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-.iThe- philofophical tdaveller entes no
ownbut, he:fécls thexegardsiofia citizen,
and: views no fpot of éarth’ori which the
famefun' does'nqt -thire, -aind ‘thefamé
affoftions kindle. 'As he gazesfram the
Alps; -on the. regions: berjeath, ohig eye
fuffufed : with: tears™ oﬁJpImfuncand thape.

mamty, he. cxalaxms, ST
Ta Crea.tnon s heu" the world, the world is mine.”
: L Gold[uﬂb.
; 4
L '

" CHAP,
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AT Rl CHAP XIV e

hi

Of the polxtu'al Inﬂame 0f Auilmrs “

NS R

OPJNION fay:bophoclcs is &m:gc
thaw Truth ;. Opinionis the fovereign of
‘mang 3nd: authors; - whoare: the propas
gators 'of -hen decrees; ate-fome (of the
sagft important peifons in -fociety, ‘and
Tpy-tbe. G:Jledmhc sminifters of . fare to
Opinion. - YR AN TR S
744N authop haa thcﬁngular pretogative
of amiting-in himfelf the powers thatiare
portiontk among 'the ,higher: orders. of
fotiety: - ‘Thig reflection roay appear fan.
tiful to:thofe: whaiate deftitite. of fancy
and-extravagant .to thofe who ‘confider
paper and, pens; as;the compofision of the
manufadurer; and..who fee 'nathing in
~.‘them but rags and feathers, . Co
. - Aneloguent author, who writes in the
-immutable langpage  of truth, - will onc
o day

»
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day be Juperior to every power in the ftate,
His influence is a&ii'c', thoﬁgh hidden ;
every truth is an acorn which is lid in
the earth, and which often the lor)ger
it takes to rife, the mote vigorous erll
magnificent will beiit’s wraturity. - What
has been long nieditated in the filenee of
the ftudy, will one .day nefound imthe
awefyl voice of public epinion. “Ihe
chief magiftrate ozn comivand ; the i
nator can perfuade; the judge can de
cide; the foldier can'corsquer. A great
awthor obtaifis thefc vatious purpofes at
once by his folitary laboars. His truths
command ; his cloquence perfuades ; his
reafon decides’s and his works infpire a
rival nation with a more enduring re~
fpe&, than even a victorious army. -

An ifland, ence inconfiderable in Eu.
rope, now ranks among the fitft powers,
arbitrates among other mations, and the
very title .of it’s inhabitants enfures re-

fpect.
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fpect.’ T4 this owing; alorie; taher coms
mereial profperity and- niilitary- force?
Ouse matiotihas the thoft fotrrithing mart -
 oftrade, rand ahothier i BrEof theé-moft

!ﬁaftihkﬁébple*');efhciﬂréﬁ Anfpire nfan-
kind “with ‘Veneratton or-affeclon!' “Fo
theémifelvds' I¢ confinéd’ théif hude lan:
goagies- fudied: pérhapy, by merbhanes,
and “corfupted ’as it iy “fidied: Tt s
‘more by-atr interchatige of dpintons; than
of fpices-and: fpccxb that ‘2" ‘nattoft™ 4
effeemed: 7o 0 voop L v ng
.. Notthus with England ; for fhe derives
hék fplerideur from-herwriters, ‘as well
as her foldiers, and her navigators. " Ani
empire merely foanded on-force, .is fur-
rounded by enemies, and often it’s fin-
cereft enemies are-to be found in it's own.
unparental bofom. - An empire diffin-
guithed by ‘it’y literature,  conceals it’s
martial iron under. the ' {weeteft flowers;
’ extendg her conquefts,-and diffufes her
N pleafures
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pleafures, and among hoftile fercngncra,
acquires pew friends, R

. This truth we ourfelves havc experis
,enqed France preceded us.in the ftu-
dies. of humanity, and her polite literar
ture mare forcibly operated on the world,
than even her armies and her figet; der

civility and refinemont vanquifhed, when -

thefe wc:;c‘dcféti:d. At that period in
fociety, when the intellectual taftes of
men become fo many wants, thefe gave
an univerfal diffufion to her Janguage,
The pation that fupplies a- harvef}. for

this appetency of the mind, extends jt’'s

dominions in the hearts of the fubjectsof
other powers.. Thus Pope, with equal
fagacity and tafte, writes
¢ We conquered France, hut felt our ciptive’s charms,
¢ Her arts victorjous triumphed o'er our arms,™
Let us now contemplate the reverfc of
the medal ; and the reverfe is more beau-
tiful than the face. In the middle of the
h laft
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Jaft century, our manners were as un-
known as our language; and neither
were yet formed and polithed. .‘We were
nearly regarded as valorous barbarians,
partaking of the glooms of our clime;
and whom nature had benevolently fepa-
rated, from neighbours more polithed,
and airs more ferene. 'We now hold to
Europe models of falid fenfe and pro-
found reafoning. Our late admired -
writers have made a neglected language
the ftudy of refletting forcigners; they
calmed the national hatred of France,
and compelled even our rivals inceffantly
to celebrate our merits, when, unlike
themfelves, we condefcended not to ex-
ult, but to perform our labours with a
modeft filence. Before our prefent un-
happy diffentions, it was our nation they
fighed to emulate ;  and the firft writers
of France paffed into England to learn
to think and write; or thought and

| N2  wrote
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‘wrote like Englifhmen in.Frgnce, undif-
mayed by the terrors of a- corrupted go-
vernment. .From our hands they received
‘the-germs of refle&ion, and theflower of
liberty. - This fingular revolution in-the
human mind was produced ‘- not by our
merchants or our admirals, but.by our
Lockes, our Pepes, and. our Addifons.
They have fubjugated the niinds of mil-
lions by. the energy of an intellectual fo-
vereignty. The werks of Engliflrauthors
are now printed at.foreign -prefles, and
this at:leaft:as much as the commerce
and the force of England, proves the
afcendancy of her genius.. | -
The utility of men of letters to na-
tional purpofes is not attended. to by
every ftatefman; for few {tatefmen (like
other men in office) are either worthy of,
or competent to their e;mployments'.', The
author is confidcred by, the great as a
fubordinate chara&er in fociety; as if
the
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theart -of inftru@ing men, theart of:a
Socrates, was much inferior ‘to that of
governing them, the art; often of a-Nero,
or . 2. -Sardanapalus,: and, - according . to
Machiavel, -of a Cefar Borgia.. -

- Politiral theorifts, however, appearto
confider the ;worft actions of mien, - as of
far lefs confequence than the propagation
of their opmlons A dangcrous man may
:mfc& his ncxghbours but the dangcrous
writer fpreads a contagion throughout- a.
nation. Books, and fomenmes their au-,
thors, have' been burnt; but even this
mode of crmcxfm was found mcffqé’tual )

The flame’ which deﬁroycd an mdnh
dual evet enlnghtened a peoplc ; and the.
bummg of books, ‘has niot yct bcm con-_‘
ﬁdcrcd as thcu' rcfutatxon “ o
If tho['e who ‘adminifter “the - pubhc_
‘ duncs of govcmmcnt, ‘were more clofcly .
allied with men of lcttcrs, the union
would be happy for the people, ‘and ufe-
N3 " ful
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ful toboth. It is unfortunate that thofe
who governare notalways the moﬁ en-

lightened.* Lo
- Authors ftand between the govcmors
and the governed ; and they'who practice
the art of arranging their thoughts, and
of agitating: the - paﬂions who at once
penctrate

= The attic Harris of Salifbury, in bis ** Philafophi-
 cal Arrangements,™ has touched on this topic, and
atiduced feveral fplendid fafls to enforce his judicious

refle®ions. He has thewn, * that fome of the moft il .-

«¢ Juftrious actors upon the great theatre of the ‘world,
* have been engaged. in philofophical fpeculations.”
But what is more to ovr purpofe, we may obferve that
fome of the greateft fatefinen have attached themfelves
to a philofopher, Pericles had his Anaxagoras ; Sci-
pio his Polybius; Cefar and Pompey, their Arifto and
Cratippus ; Zenobia her Longinus ; and Plutarch faid
of Alexander; ¢ that he marched againft the Pesfians
o with better fupplies from his prcceptor Ariftotle,
¢ than from his father Philip.”

It is alio very certain, that the phllofophlcal is not

incompatible with the polifical charalter. Sir Walter

Raleigh; the De Wits ; Thuanus; Grotius; Sir
William Temple, Bolingbroke, &c. are fufficient to
name. Literary men may bécome minifters of ftate,
but itis more difficult for minifters of ftate to become-

litq’ary men,

e e — e e

it



¢ 183 )

penetrate by their reafon;-and inflatheé by
thelr eloqudnce, are, amongthe nitiofs
of moderit Europe; what' the celebrmed
orators of ancient ‘Reifie ‘and ‘Athiéns
were ariong the affembled citiens, ‘They
awaken; they- terrify,: thlry excite, ﬂmy
conduct the: pcoplc SR
Minifters are conftrained to watch #ift
vigilance ‘18 “exhaufted,-:And. folicitide
fleeps amigft the RuGwations of the pub-
lic: inind, - and this public ‘mind ‘is the
ereation of- thie philofophical writer, :.-Is
it to be doubted, that fince the immor~
tal. labour of Montefquieuy, - tHe :old. fy L~
" tems of govéiitnent have  beeh often
changed? - It ig certaih the minds of the
people have. Cromwell, the penetrating
Cromwell, was juftly alarmed when he
faw the Oceana of Harrington, ahd:
feems to have dreaded the terrible effedts.
of a little volume, nuich thore than the
plots of the rogalifts. "The fingle thought,
N4 of
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of; a.min of genins has fomnetimes. chan
ged:the difpefitions of 2 people, and even
of an age.* ~'With-every creativel genius
that’ arifés, -a -pew;: day rifes with, him;
is,wps Mongefyuicu that intsaduced in
his'nation 2 tafe for the folid .and  pro=
found, as well as the! gayer:mdhghter
ftudies; 3 St s
sOWherevek: :thc,”hherty -of the. pnefs is
eftabliftied; authors fdrm: as po_wcrfgl,a_
cldfs.in focisty, (ds4he higheft. : For the
gicat, :nathing, remairis but to:annihilate
the prefs;:.br to refpedt the authors. . In
Roine, a-Perfius: may. have; been. icom-
pelled to_difguife the name. of a Nero,
bus in_Englapd, .the nameofa tyrant,

cudn o T e will

YT

Y

very dxfferent from the ferocxous age of, that Italian
politician, ﬁxys, « for which we are obhged to the
s wRITINGS of thofe LEARNED MEN, who-OF LATE
¢ have contributed fo. much to poleh ;nd cmhze
« EUROPE,” ~

v
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will be hitched. in. ghifne. . Authors ‘are
maft to:be dreaded in that country where
the liberty and licentioufnefs of the prefs,
become a mere matter, of fentiment; and
not of difcuffion;;. and this I;cntiment is
left to the ,people. . Wc who enjoy the
gree, .have no rcafon to complam of any

privileges of the great. . R
. 'The people . confider authors as. thcxr
propcrty, and_not unJuﬁly, ﬁncc the
great fuffer thcm to dcpend on the
peoplc. The publac are never ﬂow to
unite with authors, who, for the fake of
prefervmg equalxty, maft cnntmually
humblc the great. The. publxc, as.pa-
trons, are the moft munificent ; as abct-
tors, the mof'c formxdablc '.Ifhelrifavour
is cqultably obtamcd -they expect an
author to be the bold interpreter of their
fccrct fentlmcnts and the protector of
thexr hbemes, as wcll as the artift. of
their
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their pleafures. If this'author is perfe:
cuted, he is never forfaken’; his caufé
becomes the caufe of ‘the people;; but if
he fhould prove a-wretched ‘adventurer,
who attfully fcxfed on an occafion to fervé
his private views, the author s _]uﬁly
negleted, and the caufe alone’ purfued
We live in an age, ‘in which an honeft
man begins to know- his value; and oba
fcurity and poventy, if adorned with in-
tegrity and philofophy, are not injurious

to the opinions of a grear mind. We

confider that pcrfonal Hierit, is fuperiot
to ‘perfonal honour; becaufe it now in-
cludes perfonal honour. ‘The contrary
will not hold, nor has this always been fo.
" The public dre hot difpleafed when thé
great become the pattons of their emi-
nent authars ; it is a kind of homage paid
to the fentiments of the people. But the
author may bea confiderable lofer, if he

values fame, more than he does a penfion.
o It
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- It is ‘curious - to obferve. the folitary
man of letters in the concealmant of his
obfcure ftudy, feparated from the croud,
unknown to  his contempotaries,” col-
leCting the materials. of . inﬁ:ruétgon from
every age and every country ; combining
with.the prefent the example of the paft,
and the prediction of the future ; pouring
farth; the valuable fecrets of his medita-
tions to polierity ;. firiking with the con-

<uflion of new light the , public mind;
-and forming the manners, the opmxons,
‘the refinement, and the, morals of his
fellow-citizens.—It is curious, I fay, to
obferve fuch a man, by fomc contemned,
by others' hated; by fome degraded to
an idler or an outcaft, and by others
raifed to,a fancied monfter; a Briareus
cextending a hundred arms; and in every
- -armabrand of fedition ; an Argus open-
- ing a-hundred eyes, and tracing the
'vermin of . corruption, creeping to their
' ' moft
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-mioft hidderr receffes in a word, as awe-
ful a-figure as that of the vaft mountain,
{fowhich the capricevfa tyraht attempted
-to give a Colpffat form, by commanding
‘the pcbple ‘t6-hew it to hts 1mnoacrate
fdhcy SRS T ;
1 But the phdéﬁ)pbc‘r is not, "as of latc,
‘6o ‘often réprefented ‘this Coloffl ‘ini-
quity. Legal authonty is rhoft’ fecure
when the péople’ aré moft enlightened ;
a ﬁmple truth, ‘which I leave'to profound
polmcmns tor explam 1 {hall only cite
thc fcntxmem: of an voi“d poet.

g L. De 1a majeﬁe des Loix,

e Appuyanﬂes pouvoirs fipremes,

o « Fgit demeurer les diademes . -
-« Fermes fur 12 téte-des Rois.”

: IR : - MALHERBE.

1t is a dreadful moment when the
people and the great alike refufe the in-
‘frutions of :the phxlofophcr ; whenever
he appears’ ‘tetrible, fome great corruption
pcrvades the ftate, forhe is only armed
B with
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with; truth,; The occupations of . the
philofophical ftudent, - 3s connected with
political: fpeculations; -are ithercfore: du~
ties;of an’exalted nature ; forne muit give
their hands,. fome their;blood, and {ome
their, hours; fo the varigus duﬁics,thci.r_
country : exacts ;. but_there is a- finall
portion of men, who appear. marked out
by naturc,' for the purpofe of cultivating
their thoughts in peace, and to give ac-
tivity to their fennmcnts By dxfcloﬁng
them to the pcoplc The phyﬁognorr\y
of thelr mmds, wears all that thining
luﬁre, which dlﬁmgm(hcd the prophc:
~ after his immediate conference with the
Dlvmlty for in thcu' compoﬁnons, good
fenfe is embclh(hcd by eloqucncc, and
before they pcrfuadc, they convince.
None, but thofc who dcvotc a lee to me-
dltatlon, can cffc& thefe great purpofcs :
for thcy who govern a people, cannot at
the ﬁzmc time enlighten them. .

Legiflators
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- Legiflators of extenfive views, have
ever protected and honoured men of
letters. We have feen, . in this age, two
greit powers in Europe teftify their pub-
lic utility, and ‘who have been ‘as foli~
citous to affemble philofophers; as to
form their armies. Pruffia and Riiffia,
under the government of two great fove-
feigns, have fhewn how far by their aid
an obfcure principality, and hordes of
barbarians, may be elevated in the fcale
of humanity. The great Frederick in-
vited to his court the perfecuted and un-
happy literati; and to this holy fhrine of
philofophy reforted many a literary pil=
grim.” The imperial Catharine has not
only largely penfioned feveral illuftrious
writers, but honours and 'an‘im_ate's',. by her
giits, the attempt of eVery’phi’lof'qphex"
who produces a public utility. If thefe
fovercigns have difplayed more art than

humamtv, in forging chains for the free-
dom
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of men; it thews that an Antoninus and
an Alfred, are-more rase than a Frederick
and a Catharine, as the love of philofo-
phy is lefs difficult than' prictical philo.
fophy ; the only philofophy that ‘merity
the name. . .

It is the philofophieal writer who alone
reflects on what is not done, and on what
may be done. He goads the fluggith
veins of government, wherva cold indo-
lence fpreads a torpor on it’s unhealth.
ful ina&ivity. He teaches philanthropy
to dire¢t it’s bounties in proper channels,
and this is no inconfiderable good; for
the humanity which diftinguifhes our
age, is often only retarded by an igno-
rance of it’s neceffities; to perceive and
pathetically to defcribe thefe neceffities,
is referved for the fenfitive philofopher.
It is the characteriftic of a man of genius,
in fuch appeals to our bofoms, that his
glowing mind pours forth thofe fervid ex-~

preflions,
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preffions, that agitation- of  ideas, thofe
pictures of truth, which communicate his
own. fenfations, and -animate “with -his
exquifite foul, the fouls of others.: The
people ;ate a . vaft'-body, and. men .of
genius are the eyes and hands.. ... -

~-The thoufand public utilities, 1 fpeak
not of .the clcgancies,\dcriyéd_lfrqm the
multifarious divifions :of fcience and, of
LOSOPHICAL GENIDS, - Truth is a certain
point in knowledge ; .ggcs (uc‘cegdfa'gcgi
and that point is paffed, or not attained-;
8 philofophical ',g,cnius arifes, feifeg and
fixes it in the vaft expanfe of nature, fe-
cured by it’s own _wéight-frqm the mobi-
lity of time.. A Ncw:dn and a Lagke ac-
complith thét in which-an Ariftotle and
a Defcartes failed.” But th.c(e, truths,“
which form fo many epochs in the hu-
man- underflanding, are covered in the
fublime obfcurity. of pature; how is ke

coo veil
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veil to be lifted from Ifis? - A painful
meditation alone elaborates them into
exiftence. In the arts, important difs
coverles afe obtained by aceident; but,
the preciotis idea, which depends on 2
long train of ‘renfoning, ¢uti’ hever be
formed by charice. Philofophers mufl
meditate s and teo often thelt medich~
tions aré purfied at. tht colt of theip
felicity. .- R

Yet let us not confound true puILOSO-

pHERS with dreaming TusoR1sTS, They
are not more engaged in cultivating the
mind, than the earth ; the annals of agri-
culture are as valuable as the annals of
hiftory ; and while they inftruct fome to
think, they teach others to labour.
Purrosopny extends it’s thoughts on
whatever the eye has feen, or the hand
has touched ; it herbalifes in fields; it
founds mines ; it is on the waters, and

in the forefts; it is in the library, and
0 the
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the laboratory ; it, arranges the calcula-,
tions of finance ; it invents the police of
a Citys it erects it’s fortifications; .it

gives velocity to our fleets; in a word,
it is alike in the folitude of deferts, as in.

the populoufnefs of manufa‘tories. The
Genyus of PriLosopny pierces every.
where, and on whatever it refts, like the

fun, it difcovers what lay concealed,. or.

matures what it found imperfect. -

- CHAP:
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CHAP. XV,

.
T T
SN Tor oo,

Oran: Atadanty)tf polite Litergture, Pen-
[,om' and-Prizes.. 7 oo

DAY

TO dchver any novel obfcrvanons on
an ac‘ademy for the belles lettres js dxfﬁ-
cult, but it xs ‘more dlﬂiculc to pafs
fuch an och& in flent regr ct. . |
“The mumﬁcent fnnd of majcﬁy has
raifed an m{htutxon to thc xmmcmc art
of pamtmg,‘ and this 1s a ]cgmmatc
clalm, which a prince, the commence-
ment of whofc reign was adorned by an
honourable' love of ‘the arts, has to the
eﬁlmatxon Qf pof’cerlty ‘But why polx:e
literature, which forms the delight and.
thc‘folacc of a grcater‘pqrtiqxi of the na-
tion than this art, fhould have received
no fuch diftinguithed approbation from
the Brun{wicks, is notto the philofopher, *
- 03 , - ';;é-rhnps,
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perhaps, fo much an och& of furprife
as of forrow.*

I begin thefe obfervations thh a lite-
ral ganfcription of the opening of. Sif
Jothua Reynelds’s firft difceurfe. The
Prefident fays, * it is indeed difﬁculr to’
““give any other reafon why an cmpxrc, '
“like that of Brrrarw, fhould fo long
* have wanted an ornament fo fuitable
“to it's greatnefs, than that flow pro-
« greffion of things, which naturally
* makes elegance and refinement the laft
« effet of opulence and power.”—Of

opulence

* Temuft netbe forgosetr that feveral duthorx have
received penfions; Dr. Henry, Dr. Johnfon, and at
prefent Mr, Cowper the poet, hutve beent Rorroured by
his Majefty’sattentions.  But fuch folitary rewards are-
like fountains in the burning deferts of Arabia, One
of his Majefty's moft illuftrious altlons is his conver--
fation with Dr. Johnfon, in which an amiable and re-

flefting mind adds to the dignity of the Monarch..
George I1. remonftrated with Loril Hetvey for writisg
verfes, which he obferved might be proper in Mr.

Pope, or thofe who lived by the dufinefs, but vety un-
becoming a Lord.
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-opulence and power, have the higher
‘claffés of our mation a deficient meafure ?
1. dovbe, irdeed, if they really poflefs, as
a body, er elegance or refinement.  The

philofopher is not dazzled by elegance

“uad refinement in manners ; he does not
cénfound the brifliancy of equipages with

the energies'of the mind. To his con-

“temiplative eye it is poffible that an opu-
lent and fplendid nation may be barba-

rous and grofs ; as we .obferve in the

individual, who, adorned by the infignia

of honour, and loaded w1th incalculable

wealth, may at the fame time have all
the barbarity of mind which marks and

‘degrades the loweft of the populace.
Should the greater part of the nobility of

any country be more partial to pugilifts

and jockies, than to artifts and philofo-

phers, the hiftorian would be juftified in

tecording that the genius of it's nobility

was barbarous and grofs. It is almoft

O3 ~ peculiar
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peculiar to literatyre,. that wheneyer:it’s
profeflors feel ;hc[mfcl(rcs contemned or
neglected, to vindicate their caufle, they
. have only. to record -this contempt and
this neglet. .

I would afk why (thc art of wn;lng Js
not deferving of the fame regard as the
ait of painﬁing? And then I would en-
quire, what painting can..urge. in .it’s
own caufe, which will entitle it to a- fu-

- periority over the art of conupoﬁtion? .

But it may be urged that an inftitution

of this kind, while it has been recom-
mended by fome, has been oppofed by
others. Perhaps, in our country, it has
never been examined with the attention
fuch an abject claims ; often it’s defeéls
have been rendered prominent, and it’s
benefits omitted ;  it’s .inabilities have
been difplayed, and it’s powers have been
concealed ; it has often been regax,'dcd as
a common: place for ridicule, not as a
difcuflion for reafon.
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-~Johnfon, ‘in -his Lifé-of Swift, has
giver fome' plaufible arguments againft
the academy which Swift propofed ; the
argutments of this great man, more fpe-
Cious thanjuft, relate not toour prefent
fubjéct; for the academy Swift was de-
firous of cftablithing, was merely an imi-
tatiori of ‘the Frénch academy ; for-the
polithing, refining, and embellifhing the
language. The Englith -language now
wants no academy for it’s improvements; .
it has few acquifitions to make, but much
to preferve. |

A literary inftizution might be formed,
in which the errors of former academies
might be obviated, and the advanced
génius of our times might add it’s own’
valuable inventions. To improve the
‘p'aﬁ- is not difficult ; but whether fuch an
academy would be a national utility, is
an important queftion, nor, perhaps,
difficult to refolve.
‘ ‘ 04 There
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There is one kind of men, to whpm
no ftudent would addrefs himfelf on fub.
jeés of fcience and tafte. At the fisge
of Athens, the barbaroys Sylla com.
manded the thady walks of the AcaDEMY
(that refort of the Mufes which has Icfe
it’s name to all future literary focieties)
to be torn up, and the hallowed trecs to
ke converted into martial roachines. I
addrefs myfelf not to the living Syllas,
who are as inimical to 2 madern, as theis
ferocious model was to the firft academy.
The Omars of literature (the expreffion
be pardoned) we know are the cnemies
of the Homers.

On the firft glance we take of the fub-
je&t, the French academy, properly fo
diftinguithed, prefents itfelf. It's la-
bours have not been great; becaufe it's
object was limited to the cultivation of
the language. But it obtained it's obw
Ject with all it’s poffible accamplifhraent,

' I
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A vace the.hiffory pf French fiyle, in the
harmangues of this:academy. The firft
are.cold, dry, and full of thofe common
tuens of expreflion, which were doubtlefs
confidered ns _ the: curiofa felicitas, but
which, by their reiterated appearance,
_ fhew the basrennefs of their diGion, and
the paucity of happy expreflions. The
- language was not yet formed; and the
academy had commenced with pearly an
empty treafury. About the middle vo.
Jumes, eloquence occafionally appears,
an scceflion of new turns enrich the ha-
rangues, and if the ftyle is not yet fplen-
did, it is net devoid of grace. The con-
cluding volumes wear a brilliant appear-
ance; a warmth of colouring, a boldnefs
of expreflion, and all the fedu&ion of
animated eloquence. If thefe volumes
owe fomething to happier topics, it is
neceflary to obferve, that fome fubjects
not lefs interefting, in the early volumes,
‘have all the deficiencies of ftyle.
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~ Some will urge that an author can

himfelf perform -better than a. focicty,
and the dictionaries of Furetiere 'and
Johnfon, may be quoted as having been
performed without - the aid of an -aca-
demy. R I
I would not deny that one fuperior
genius is capable of obtaining what forty
inferior ones can never accomplifh ; and
Ieven 4dd, that one great author can
perform better than forty great -authors.
No celebrated work has yet been com-
pofcd by the united talents of feveral ;
‘but many great men have conjoined their
abilities in- vain, in various works.

The mechanical operation of compi-
ling a dictionary, however, I believe,
may be better effected by a fociety, than
by an individual. The dictionary of
Johnfon, though perhaps it could not be
more finely executed, might have been

confiderably augmented by a fociety.
‘ Does
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. Does not-this great man himfelf,” hoftile
- as he appears to acalléimies, mconfcioufly
- ackhowlédge their ttility, “by complain-
".ing that-his'labour was not formed ander

.« the fhelter-of academic.bowers.”
It apptars to me, that the happiett
. effe is obtained when an.academy and
“an individual unite’their powers. I ex-
plain myfelf by the- followmg circum-

" ftance.

“D'Alembert, in his Eloge of the Abbe
Defmarais, obferves, that the long arti-
- cles of the'French dictionary were written
-By ‘him;: and that the public confidered
them as:more. finithed, and more fatis-
factory than the fhort ones.. D’Alembert
gives the reafon. He obferves, that
-*¢ the brevity of articles of little extent,
* allowed of their being the work of the
« whole fociety ; and that a fociety col-
“ lected in a body, difturbed in it’s de-
“cifions by twenty diffcrent opinions,
' * which
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.* which crofs and defiroy one another,
-« muft with difficulty attain to fatisfy it-
.« felf and it’s readers; but, on the con-
< trary, . the great articles, indi{penfably
« given to the care of an individual, ac-
"¢ quire, in paffing through his hands,
« al] the perfection which the felf-love of
« the writer can give, animated alfo by

« the academical fervour.”

This judicious refletion of one of the
moft judicious writers of France, may
ferve to prove that a work is beft. per-
formed by an individual ; but that an
individual, while he Iabours under the
cye of a fociety, feels a flimulative n
that fociety, which otherwife bad been
wanting.

And this is the great end and utility of
fuch an inftitution. It’s various advan-
tages are, perhaps, fufficiently obvious ;
but the vaft influence it has over writers,

has not, perhaps, been fufficiently re-
marked.
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marked. - Bt animates not only the indi
viduals of the fociety, but evety indivi-'
dtial: who afpites to become a member-
of the fociety, and £o weat; as-Voltalre:
faid, the blue ribband of literature. By
a diftribution of prizes, it diffufes an
e'mﬁlatiorf to the remoteft parrs of the:
Kingdom, and' introduces to the public’
thofe ingenuous youths, whom their fitu-
ation conceals from the world. By it’s
owh memoirs, written by the members,
it forms the moft valuable licerary re.
pofitories in a nation. . To refledt on

thefe advantages may not be ufclefs.
Same of the inferior benefits attending
fuch an inftitution, are indifputable. In
thefe literary conferences, the tafte of
every affociate would Become more brike
liant, becaufe it would continually re-
ceive the attrition and comtaét, it is to
be fuppofed, of the fineft underftandings
' in
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in the nation.* In cafes. of émetgehcy,:
recourfe woujd be had to the academy,
and a Rabertfen would nof ftand in fach.
need, as; we have feen, of the advice of an.
inferior mind. The paradoxes in poetry:
of a Johnfop, ‘would have, been oppofed
before their publication, or at Igaft, the
work muf’c havc lﬁ'ucd mto thc world,

, thhout

*.The following obiervations on Academics, cited by
Goujet in his. Bibliotheque Francoife, vol. z. p. 453,
are from one of the numerous political works of the
Abbt de Saint Pierre. .. They ane.top ingenious to be
pafled in filence. He fays, “what fupplies among
¢ men the method of univerfities, is'the method of |
¢ academies, ar conferences which are held on mat-
# ters of their profeffion, or “their tafte, They do not
« hear a profeflor, or a regent, but they hear orme an-
¢« other, They hear, with greater attention, thofe
¢« who have acquired greater reputation in the com-
«pany ; they improve by a reciprocation of obfer-
« vations ; they contradiét their equals, and they are
<« contradiéted ; and the authority of fome, the'con-
¢ tradi@ion of others, the dread.of contempt or ridi-
¢t cule, the defire of applaufe, and- of furpaffing their
« equals ; the with of being ufeful to our country,
«¢animate all in. their labour, and augment their ap-
< plication and attention, from which arifes the growth
¢t and extenfion of mind.”
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without. the fanction of the academy,
whxch would have been a tacit cenfurc.‘.
The fociety fhould be provxdcd with af-
{ociates in the vanous clafles of litera-
ture ,,.1tv thould have it’s grammarians,
it’s hiftorians, and it’s metaphyficians,
as well as it’s poets, it’s.orators, and it’s.
phﬂofophcrs. -, In this hive of literary
bees, no indolent member fhould .remain
a member ; all muﬁ be ammanon all
muft be labour. And that no excufe
may be framed of negle to the caufe of
literature, penfians . thould be given to
thofe who may ftand in want of them ;.
for penf_ioris: to all will not be” wanted, -
fince fome will labour for' glory, though
fome may alfo-want bread.- B
. But even Lirerary Pensions have
been ridiculed-; and it is not unneceflary
to offer fome refletions on them.
. There are two opinions relative to the
fate of men of genius. One party ima-.
gine
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gme that no protetion from the grcat -

ora court is neccﬂary for the encou-
ragement - of artifts; and the othet : arc
perfuaded, that when honours and- pena
fions are judicioufly difttibuted, it eX-
cites emulacion in' the young, and gives’
that leifufe to thofe on whom thcy are’
beftowed, fo ncccﬁ'aryro fome, to cul-

tivate their talents. ‘I‘hey think with’

Boileau; that

% Un Aucvs'rx aifement peut faire dcs VIRGILES.

Lord Orford, honourably known un-’
der the name of Horace Walpole (a nime:
that prefemts to the mind, fte, fancy,
and learning) has faid ih his prefice té
his Anecdotes of Painting, * want of
« protection is the apology for want of

« genius; Milton and Formaine did.not

« write i the batk of court favour. A
@ poct o » PAibter My want an equi-
st page, ot & villa, by wunting. protections

« they
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. “.they can.always afford to buy ink and
;4 papet; calours and. pencit. M. Ho-
~ganth bas received no hemours, but
" * wmverfal admination.” . . ,
.. L.regly ta his Lordfhip; thar it is true
'fthcfavwafacomkniﬂlg'ﬁned Blackmore,
‘and penfiomed Quardes ; and both were
miferable pgeta; but if a court canmot
‘convert dull men into 'men of genius, it
‘maky preferve men of genius from be-
-coming dull men. It might have af-
. ‘forded Dryden that ftudious leifure which
he ever wanted, and’ which has given us
imperfe@ tragedies, arid incorre® poems,
in lieu of finithed compefitions, apnd the
regular flights. of a noble genius, It
might have animated a Gainfborough tp
foym an Englith fchool in handfcape,
which it is faid was his favourite, bt
-negledled - purfuit.  As for the equipage
and-villa-of the poet or the painter, theke
‘they keave to thie idle conpoiffeus and
R P the
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the:vain aftor. Nor muft-we confent to
- the .infulting' obfervation that they mdy
-always. buy ink. and paper, -colours :arid
pencils. Is it fufficient for a delicate and
- fenfitive.mind-to have fuch implements
. to awaken the brilliancy of imagination?
- Is the picture uncommon to fee a great
. genius with his pens or his pencils on the
.table, leaning over them in that fecret
.agony of {pirit, which- murders faney,
.and fpreads a torpor on the foul? Had
Chatterton been protected, ‘net_with an
;equipage-or a villa; but with a penfion,
.the youth :had :not perithed ; but thijs
.unhappy poet inftructs us, that pens and
- paper are not the only requifites to cherifh

«genius, L s
.. On the other fide, fo different aye the
~ -opinione of ‘even men of letters on _this
fubject,, the French -writers (and the
. greateft of them received their penfions
-without any_ injury to their genius):con-
tinually
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tinually - point to England as a model of
literary protection. * They tell us. that
Addifon was Secretary of State; Newton:
and Locke, Commiffioners ;- Swift; al-.
moft. Prime Minifter; ;and. Prior an.
‘Ambaffider, - . ..

- If -itis urged that :he publlc are thc
beft patrons, and that :feveral popular.
authors have left fcrvid cxpreﬂions as
that thc publx: are more mumﬁcent pa-
trons than princes, provxdcd that the
geniys of an author happens to take a
popular t;um,A But of authors, few can
be popular f'or mo& of the dcpartmcnts
in literature requxrc the ftudy of many‘
years, and cannot be perfected till a late
period. . Such areall the exact fciences,
and every fpecies of erudition. The
hiftorian and the novelift may gratify the
public tafte, but what is to become : of
the antiquary and the miathematician?

Pa It
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"It 18 orie’cettalhi evil, confequeat to the:
want of patronage, that & writer of gmt\f
genius, whem he difcovers that he has.
nothing but his talents, and that the
public attention muft be reufed by fome.

cxtravagant novelty, will confulc: the
* worft difpofitions ef the publie ; becaufe
thefe are the moft univerfal ;- and inftead’
of compofing a beautiful poem, - hie' wilh
write a dreadful fatire ; inftead of a hif-
tory, ‘a Libel ; and inftead of a moral
romance, fome fcandalous nefnoirs.
" Men of genius; penfioned by 4 court,’
will be enabled to indulge their "own’
manner, fhoug'h it might not immedi-
Stely be populzir.’ He who writes in the
proper repofe of mind, and with regu-
hrity of application;, will give his own.
natural 'phyﬁognOmy, and not that'arti~
ficial countenance which thofe who court
the mob are obhged waﬂ'ume
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- J£ 1 am told, that to accept penfions is--
not congenial to the free fpixit of a Brjton,
I.ceply, that litesary . penfions;  unlike.
others, are hamréblc to the .donor,:and
the penfinér.. Thete is furely:lefs fer-:
vility in.recciving: a gratitaus gift from.
an enlightened monarch, than the wages !
of an inhuthan bookfeller..

“There is; 1 think, a reward. for htcra- :
ture; of ftill greater. nmhty than even ’
penfions. - ool

The dn(’mba;mof Pa;us appears nf;
greater utility than Pensions,; A penfion..
preferves one man of letiers: bug a prize ..
may give birth to many. . He who muft
fatisfy a judge, and furpafs a rival, will not .
fatisfy himfelf till he has furpaffed him. .
felf ; he will not try merely to giveagood .
work, but the beft; and the vigilance of
ambition will fornetimes fupply the de-
ficiencies of genius, If he is not yet
erowned with the fplendid reward, he

P3 - may
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may merit the animation of ‘an ‘honbura

able notice ;" if Re ¢anriot obtain a'tri=
umph, an-ovition fnay be réferved for’
him.* - Ufeful topics;’ which might not :
have been attempted by anindividual, :
are difperled about: the: nation.. We-
have {een lately, a prize in the Irifh aca- .
demy produce a.valuable ¢« Effay on .the s
* beft mreans of providing for the Poor.”

Subjects of national importance are not
attempted becaufe 3 vender of literature ¢
may -not. ¢hufe to - undertake ‘themi; a

prize ‘wauld beftow honour and affiftancs -
on the ingenious ﬁiéculamr. It is by .
. her prizes, as-well'as'by her academies,

that France has always preceded us, and: -
that her ingenuity is made to furpafs our

genius.f - .
o . thlc,
L An wamn, among the Romans, was a leffer tri.
umph. At an'ovation, the General entered the cityon
foot'or on:horfebock ;: but in a triumph he rode in a |
charwt N
+ When the :fnperfe& failing of our marine was dif-
" cufled, January 6, in this year, Admiral Gardner ale
" Jedped




(215 )
. - While this academy for polite litera-
_ture would be thus effécting a great na-
:tiomal utility, their own memoirs would
‘be. invaluable. .- The Academy of the
“Belles Lettres in France, has:farmed a
.collection of hiftarical, -critigal, literary, .
and miicellaneous-information, . unequal-
led: in any -nation. . Qur- moft accom-
plitbed " hiftorians _cite- thcm -as - their
2o o Pasco . L. authorities

ledged the followmg reafon for the fupmonty of the :

"Frech in this phrticutie. He ‘f2id, ¢ to his know-
¢ ledge the French fhips failed better than the Englifh,
¢ owing to their different éonftruétion.” Whenever a
¢¢ fhip was to be built in Frahce, PREMIUMS were
¢t offered for the beft plan ; the feveral plans were then
o referred to an ACADEMY of Sciences, and. the meft
$¢ perfect always adopted. . He entertaingd no .doubt,
¢ but _if PpemIpyms were held out here, for good mo-
¢ dels, ur thips would be much better.”~Here we
gbferve, that an ddmiral, qn the fubjet of Marine,
acknowledges the utility of Prizes and ACADEMIES;
and we prefume, thit not one. ealightened artift but
-would empley the fame language refpe&mg his own
art. By wnholdmg thefe cncouragements, many in-
genious artifts  have perithed with grief, and many
haye renounced theiy, country, and cnnchcd foreigners
with thofe improvements their ungrateful nation des
#ied even their notice. .
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-authorities.. .The learning of a' learned
-age is rendered inftruétive ; and what
‘becomes dull and infipid in a Salmafius
and a Scaliger, delight with thofe who
do not think knowledge: confifts:in the
‘heavy and waprofitable {cience of dates,
wnconneded fa@s, and tities of books ;
but in reflection and in tafte.. Know-
ledge is only knowledge when it is-render-
ed acceflible to the nation; it muft be
fhewn to, and handled by the multitude,
and not preferved like an ufelefs piece of
. antiquity in the collections of the curious.
France had literary focieties ‘of every
ki,xid ;., her provincial .academies were
numerous ; and 1 cannot but attribute her
fuperiority in a fine and brilliant elo-
fquence ; 2 language of eriticifm that
amlyfes and paints our fenfations;. and
their feduétive art of compofition to
thefe lertered confraternities. Her reli-
. gion was friendly to retirement 5 and the
- retirement
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retirement: of fudious men’ is-qurely. a
barren leifure, and a proud indolence:
Ttis a juftice we owe to letvers, and to
an extinct order of men, to acknowledge
the invaluable labours of many monattic
focieties of modern times. ‘Yo thé:Port
Royal the' European youth were 16ng in<
debted for-the initiatory books of learn-
g, and forverfions of the ancients, not yet
negletted.  To the learned Benedidtines
we owe their extenfive = Literary Hiftory
« of France,” which, though carried to
13 volumes in 4t0. reaches only to the
12th century. Many, not lefs interefting,
nor vaft, might be mentioned. Labours
like thefe, can hever be fatisfactorily per-
formed by any individual ; One, may be
permitted to devote himfelf to the com-
pofition of the work, but many hands.and
many cyes muft colle® the materials, and
muft watch over the execution. We
have no fuch Literary Hiftory of Eng-

"~ land;
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land s and I may venture to predi® we:
never can, if an-academy of polite htc-
' rature-is not inftituted. '
- There remains one obfervation :to be
-made on the beneficial effeét of literary
focieties difperfed - in- ‘the “kingdom.
Wherever fuch exift, there will pever
appé; in the vicinage a youth.of genius,
but the members. will perceive his.abi-
lities, and will receive him-or asa parent,
oras-a-friend. A confiderable number.
of the illuftrious’literati of France,;were
firft induced to devote themfelves. to
fludy by the penctration-of -their. ft!p@ '
rioss;’ of having found an afylum in fome
monaftery, mduigcd their ptcvallmg dxf..
pofition. :
The inftitution of I1r'c;ary focieties is
fo much ‘defired, and the want is {o_
urgent, that the difcernment of indivi-
duals has of late attempted to {upply this
difhenourable deficiency -by -affociations
in
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.in..the metropolis, as-well as‘in fome of
our provincial towns.  The Manchefter -
foclezy has merited.the’ appmbmm of
the public.*- : I
‘But we cannot reafonably: expeét tha:.
a’ private fociety will ever anf{wer the
idéas of the public, and bepomie-of né-
tional utility. De Foe, in his “:Effay.
« on - Projeds, (who - proje@ted -millions
for the mation, but’ was generally. con-
fined for his own. debts): gives.{fome ab-
fervations refpecting the inflitutioni of an
academy: for polite literature, but he
chiefly regards it inthe view of refining
and adjufting the language. - He fays,
p. 229, that he was-once- 2 member-of
a fociety who. attempted this. noble de-
fign, but-it’s failure he.attributes to the
greatnefs of the work and the modefty of
L S . the
* L have the pleafure of innéunclng: a Voiume of

Mifcellanies in the prefs, by a LiTERARY SoCIETY
eftabljthed at EXxETER. Itds their firft fruits.
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the gentlemen ; and concludes by faying
mat we: want: a Richelieu to camnmence
foch a work, . I belieye it was not the
modefty of the members, nor the great-
acfs tf the work, which occafioned it's
failure ; but many other reafons, which
will always opera;c zgamﬁ private literary.
focieties.:.. .. | r

A foclcty of friends find no great d1f~
Jmh)r,m heplmfcd, with the compofi-
tions of each other'; many will be. ad-
mitted vo.fuch a fociety; more out of
affetion,. than for théir ability, . Iv is
the great requifite of an academy, that
all the members thaild be profefled fu-
dents, wkofe soLE 0CCUPATION is litera-
wre, and whofc life is devoted to acade-
demical functions. If Pensions and
Prizes arc added w the eftablifbment,
we have then as perfe¢t an Acapemy,
perhaps, as poflibly can exift.

~ This
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* “Fhis grand and défirableobject com
ulone be obtained, as fuch hitherto have
been obtained, by the fanttion of the
Sovereign, and tho epplaufe. of the
People.” Such an inflitution would net
alone be a national ernament; for to
holdh qut rewawds.to genius, aad to dif-
fufe among the people the huntagifing
and peaceful purfuits of literature, has
never yct been confidered by politicians
as a vain and an unimportant purpofe.

Such is the wonderful influence of a
love of letters in a nation, that it has
often difguifed the deformity of defpo-
tifm, and rendered even-a nation of
flaves, a polithed, 2 refined, and a happy
people.

At the prefent melancholy moment,
when Europe appears hoftile to Reafon,
and -to Humanity, let us indulge the
hope, that this inftitution may become
the ornament of Pz acs—of a Peace, that

by
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by it’s ‘durstion may refernble the vifion
of an admurable philinthropift and.:a
poor paitician, the vifion of the Abbé
‘de Saint Pierre,~AN Ugiversat Peace.
‘When. the: principle of Govcrhm’:m i
‘VirTut, the action of .that Government
-will be Peacg; Governinents are,. how~
.ever, always.in war. . -

' SONNET
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'SONNET rroM METASTASIO

Scr:wnao I’Aufare in V 1enna I’amw 17 3’; la Sua
Oltmpmd(, £ /ézm Commgﬂ' fino alle lagrime
- mell efprimere la divi ifione di due teneri amici :
e merawglmndo_/i che un falfo, ¢ da lui inven~
'4 tato_difa, _/Irq poteffe mg;anq.rgb‘um. fi vera pal~
Jione, fifece a riflestere quanto poco ragionevole
¢ folido fondamento poflano aver le altre che
Joglion frequentamente agitarci nel corfo di nofira
vita. ' : ‘
SOGNI-, ‘efavdle io fingo j ¢ pure in Carts .
Mentre favole, e {ogni omo,'e difegno,
" . Inlor, folle ch’io Son, prendon tal parte
Che del mal che inventai piango < mi Sdegno.
Maforfe, allpr che non m’inganna I'arte,
Piti Saggio.io Sono 1.’ EI' agitato ingegne
Forfe allor piit tranquillo? O forfe parte
Da pit Salda cagion 'amor, lo Sdegno?
. Ah che non fol quelle, chio canto, o fcrive
Favole Son; ma quanto temo, o fpero,
. Tutto ¢ menzogna, ¢ delirando io vivo !
Sogno della mia vita 2 il Corfo intero.
.. Deh tu, Signor, quando a deftarmi arrivo
Fa chrio trovi ripofo in Sen del VERO.
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In 37333, tbe Muthor compofmg bis Ob mpiad, fol
bimfelf fuddenly moved, even to tears, in ex-

preffing the fe tparation of two tender Lover's.

Surprifed that a filitious grief, invemted to0 by

bimfelf, could raife o true a paffion, Be rejkﬁ:d

Bow little reafmable and folid a foundation’ the

" others bad, which fo fr:glmuly agztamf us in
" this jlate of our em_/lmu. '

SONN'ET.—IMiTAm. _

v FABLES and dreams I feign; yet though but verfe
The dreams and fables, Ladors and call; 7.
Fool that § am lI grieve as I reheariey
And GENUINE TEARS, for PANCIED 50RROWS fall.
Perhaps the dear delufion of my art
s wifdens ;. and the agitated niind,
As ftill refponding to each plaintive part,
With Nve andt foin, » traaquil hqur can fwd.
Ah! not alone the tender rirmes I give, '
© Are fictions but my rEARS and wopres I deem
Are FapLES all—=delirioufly T bve—
And lifes whole courfe is one protrafied dream.
Eternal power? when fhal} T wake to reft
This wearied brain on Turn’s immortil breaft ?

F1NIS
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ADVERTISEMENT.

I TAKE this opportunity of declaring, that baving
" been repeatedly attacked in the moft illiberal manner
by WirLiam GrAHAM, refpeiting an Anecdore of
Mrs. MacavLEY’s mutilation of a Harleian MS.
that no juf}t reajon bas yet been affigned to afford me
the pleafure of retraling this accufation againff a
Lady of ber eminent talents.

At prefent, the myflerious note of Dr. MorTon
remains unexplamed yet if it is allowed to have
* dny meaning, it muf convey a charge againft the
Hi ﬁarzan, and as ﬁu/; awill no doubt be received by
impaytial poflerity.

Tb‘z‘:,vbo@e‘ver, I concedé, that I cannst prove
this circumflance, for I avas nat ‘born awhken it fook
place. It refts not upon the floating reports of thirty
years, but in the circumflantial evidence of I_'/n' Note
awbich bas been inferted in iv’s unmutilated fate, in
. Joeveral literary journals, I jay unmutilated, JSor
Mr. G. bad the ingenuity to give it only in the flate
“avbich was meff adapted to bis purgofe.

I avas induced to notice this Singular occurresce,
sot by defign, but by accident 5 awith ) obhiEr wiew
thar that qf Ixterary inflrullion; ana fér a0 other
parsy thaw that qf truth,

1. » ISRAELL

February 25, 3793,

Q WHERE
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WHERE MAY BE HAD,
By the 4UTHOR,
A DISSERTATION on ANECDOTES.

—————

CONTENTS.

NECDOTES feldom read with Refle&ion—They
A form the mott agreeable parts of Hiftory—Mate-
rials for the Hiftory of Manners—Various Anecdotes
illultrating this Topic—Hiltory compared with Me-
moirs—Anscdotes which reveal the Charaéters of

eminent Men—By them we become acquainted with
" human Nature—Habituate the Mind to Refleftion—
Obfervations on Literary Anecdotes—Literary Topics
greatly elucidated by their fkilful An‘angement—Cd-
lections of Anecdotes ferve asan excellent Subftitute
for the Converfations of eminent Writers—Obferva-
tions on the Delight of Literary Hiftory—Literary
Biography cannet be accomplithed without a copious
Ufe of Anecdotes—Confidered as a Source of Literary
Amufement fuperior to Romances—The Inftru@ions
which an Artift may derive from Anecdotes—Of vari.
ous Ufe to Writers—Anecdotes of an Author ferve as
Comments on his Work—Anecdotes of Hiftorical
Writers very neceffary for the Readers of their Works
~—Addifon’s Obfervation on Anecdotes illuftrated—
A Writer of Talents fees Connexions in Anecdotes*
not perceived by others—A Model of Anecdotical
Compofition—Of frivolous Anecdotes—Trifling Anec-
dotes fometimes to be excufed~—Charalter of a Writer
of Anecdotes,
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