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TH E connexion between 7a-
ture, the fine arts, and wirtue, feems to
be a peculiar inflitution of the Deity, to
accomplifh a refinement in the rational
world. Hence they are fubjects of
eminent mo.r'ncn,t and djftin&ion. The
charaé‘tef_and bappinéfs, as well of na-
tions as of individuals, are eftimated by
their proficiency in _tHe knowlcdge of
them. They have éver been confider-

-ed the only means to elevation in warth;

and ~
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and will ever continue objects of theaf-
fiduous attention of man. Such is his
defire for the expanfion of his mind ;
fuch his curiofity for inquiry ; and
fuch his emulation for the acquirement
of internal dignity, that'every new dif~
éovery in fcience, every invention of
the fine arts, and every garland won by -
the conduct of virtue, has attracted the
admiration of the world, and been
viewed as a new Pillai‘ in the témple of
fame.

TuEe human mind is ever open to the
impreflion of ideas ; and nature is the

- fource,
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PREFACE vid
fource, whence they originate. Her
wonderfully ftsiking profpe@s, being
fubjects of pleafing perceptions, are cal- -
culated to raife moft agreeable emotions.
Hence commences the progrefs of re-
Jinement. Never would there have
been any advancement in fcience, never
any types for imitation, nor any fpring .
to cmotior‘l, had fhe fecreted her images
from the mind. 'The rare, the beauti-
ful, the fublime, being the only objets
in nature capable of roufing the atten-
tion, are perpetually unfolding, to pleafe,
expand, and excite,

Havixe
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Having been acquainted with ex-
ternal objects, and with the touches of
different profpc&s, the mind proceeds
to the difplay of its ingenuity in imita.
- tions, Thefe,. in one refpet, have a
high fuperiority over the images of na-
ture, While their inherent beauty af-
fords.ﬁmilar pleafures, there are others .
arifing fram analogy,(which axe doubly -
delightful. “The finearts tend to in-
{pire delicacy of feeling, intice to ele-
gance of manners, and form the mind
to humanity., Though pleafure is theix
immediate object, yet, their efficacy, in

kindling
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kindling" refinement and focial afféc.
tion, renders their cultivation ﬁill .
more defirable.  Thofe humane vis-
tues, thofe amiable difpofitions, infpir-
ed by their influence, are calculated for
rational and refined enjoyment, and
promotive of harmony of minds.

~ Tuvs the affinity, fubfifting be.’
tween the diffcrent ftages of refinement,
between nature, the fné arts,and viriue,
is intimate and happy. Each of them
In its operations has an agreeable effect
on man; and all confpire, to engage

him in the moft laudable purfuits, in

order
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order to accomplith a noble and very
defirable end.

NoTwiTHSTANDING the cuffom of
making long preambles, to win the
candour of the pubiic, in the initiation
of a produion into the world ; it may -
here, with no impropriety, be laconical-

ly obferved—Lez youth excufe.
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ARGUMENT.

INVOCATION.—Addrefs to the Prefident of Dart-
mouth Univerﬁty.—SIietch on Mane—Tour of Imagi-
nation,—Succeffion of the Seafons.—Varicty agrecable.
=The fufceptibility of the mind to receive imprefions
from external objeéls : and the benefit of acquiring @
tgeeﬁr them.mmThey cxcite smotiomesmore-or &efs agreca
able, in all minds.—Like objells excite, in all minds,
like emotions ; but fironger in Proportion to the refine-
ment of the tafle.—Different objelts excite different emo~
* Yions~=The power of Fancy to render objes more or
Lefs friking by contraft.—The Smooth fiream contraft-
ed with the impetuous torrent.—The feenery of Nature
kappily diverfified.—Contains profpets fuited to every
tone of mind.—Morning walk : A Tale.—~Compliment
to the Fair—Pleafures of Morn : Negletted by fome »
by others cherifhed,—General reflections on Nature, and
Aer tendency to dignify man.
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PROGRESS or REFINEMENT.

BOOK L

INFLUENCE or NATURE.

N OR heathen gods nor goddefles I court ;

Nor will admit them to pollute my fong.
‘With gentler graces and poctic powers,
\Vhile the fond pencil fips the infpiring fiream
Of fcience, and effays fuch forms to paint,
As its tinge {uits, deck, fancy, every thcm.e !

And thou, on whofe \regard the hopeful mufe
Proudly relies, lend, Wrertock ! lend an ear.

B " Her
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L

Her warblings tunethy long-lc;vcd favoﬁr?;c themes,
Gladly awhile fhe liftened to thy tongue,
Which in full periods rolled a mental blaze,
And did the office of a heart, that glowed
With virtue, It befpoke thy heavenly fires,

Thy cultivated tafte in arts polite,
Thy genuine love of nature ; and betrayed .
“Thy efforts warm, to in{pire their genial flame,
And rear them, blooming, in the expanding mind,
Prefuming hence thy patx’-or;age to court,

The hope of favour animation gives

To the faint numbers of her infant fong.

Man is a ftriking trait of wonderous {kill,

A feature of fagacity divine,

His mind, immortal, of confummate worth,
Although within a cumbrous mould confined,
Soars on the wings of thought, While here detained

Prohationate,
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Probationite, to fit for other fkies, .

It operates on images of fenfe,

And by refle@tion gains perpetual growth. . © ¥
Plcafed with excurfion, o’er the fcenery e

Of nature vaft, ima,gix;ation ;‘oams,

And finds delicious pleafure in her tour.

With the delights of profpet ever charmed,

And fond of novelty, fhe traverfes

Creation through ; difcerns the matchlefs fkill

Of nium, who gave to profpe& power to move

The mind ; contrafts the beauteous and deformed,

And heightens by comparifon the view,

Daring fhe plays upon th‘e mountain’s brink,

Ranges the humble valley, fports along

The purling rivulet, by fylvan woods

Or’crihaded, and colle@s her various themes.

The feftive, fad ; fublime and beautiful,
Rich
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Rich fcenes of wonder, nature’s felf difplays.
Her infpiration touches with delight *
Poetic, with enthufiafm f{weet,

Refines the tafte, and meliorates the heart,
Surrounding forms in partyc;alourcd drefs,
And profpeéts that diverfify the face

Of nature ; where enchanting vifions rife .
Continual, to delight the roving eye,

And raife new wonder in the curious mind,
Are ever varying in rotation {weet.

" Now the {cene changes,bthgt,,upon the year,
Late frowned, morofe, in all its dreary gloom,
Morn now the portals of glad light unfolds ;
Winter retiring, {pring, in blufhful grace,
Steals on delightfome, {catters joy abroad ;
And nature, puting forth her évery charm, -

Opens new beauty tg the ravithed gaze, -

The




INFLUENCE or NATURE, 17

The {plendid orb, high mounted in the; car

Of majefty fuperb and glory bright,

Taking, through Aries, Taurus, and the Twins,
His wonted tour, diffufes o’er the face

Of things invigorating life, From roots
Prolifical the enlivening moifture runs,

And flowess, herbs, trees, with vivid verdure glow,
Verdure is pleafing to the human eye.
E’erfaithful, thus the daily-circling fun

Sends his kind influence, fpreads fertility
Abroad, and c‘heri{hcs the rifing tribes ;
Excepting fometimes, (like the harmlefs fwain,
‘Who fqueezed, and killed, alas! the tender bird
He loved, and was defirous to retain)

His pouring heat opprefles their foft leaves.
The effe& is not unfimilar on man,

The turbid air, when not a zephyr blows,

Be Sultry
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Sultry and thick, retards the {prings of life ;
Flaccid become the nerves ; the énfeebled frame
And mind remifs the {olar influence feel,

And languifh in the fwel,tefing blaze intenfe.
But grateful autumn, loaded, comes at laft,

In triumph comes, with all his lufcious fpoils
Exuberant ; and, having pou;cd them f;)rth
Profufe, the vegetive creation fad,

Yields to the ftern embrace of guftful ftorms.
The trees ftand naked, thivering in the blaft,
Lafhed by the inclement winds ; and fleeces hoar,
Defcending, hide, from human ken, the face

Of things ; and winter, ruffian winter reigns.
Not long ; but feeming long ; becaufe fevere,
Then frolic {pring, fluthed in high pride, again
Approaches, and .infpires the rifing fcene,

Thus in viciffitude the feafons roll,
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Yielding by turns thiggswt‘ippe»d with vivid life,
Things grown mature, and things all in decay,
Affording full indulgence to the fenfe.

The mind {o delicatel); nice is formed ; -
Its tafte fo critical, digeftion fine ;
And fuch relation bears to external things,
Variety of objeéls is its food,
Its only fatisfying food. Hence roll
The wheels of nature, Hence the various {cenes
That ftrike the. fancy. All things {peak defign,
Are acimirably formed, adapted well
The mind to amufe, and raife the blifs of thought,
There’s not a tuft that an{wers niot its end ;
Nor even a {certe, that does not fometimes charm,
The rude rough wild wafte h;s its power to pleafe.
Nature involves us in drear winter’s depths,

In blafted profpefls and congenial glooms,
' ) And
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And by variety even there &elights.
And though lefs pleafure in fuch fcenes fhe yields,
She charms us highly, doubly charms,
At the return of gaiety and fpring.
Such, and {o fit, the ;:hanges of the world ¢
Such its perfetion, and its beauty fuch !
Its parts, combined, complete a perfeét whole,
Which harmonizes with its fifter {pheres,
To indulge a tafte for nature’s images,
And from her lincaments refinement reap,
Is no unpleafing licenfe of the mind.
While we perufe her page, we moralize
Her themes, colle& fage maxims to inftru&t,
Reform, improve ; and ftriking figures gain,
To give the warm emotion vent in ftyle
&alted. Entertainment is the flower,
- Knowledge the fruit, and happinefs the end,.
Of
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Of all her di&atcs; Her philofophy

Dilates the mind, gives elevated views,

Infpires devotion, dignity, and joy

Elxtatic ; and, on every warmer heart,

Addiéted to her precepts, the imprints

Her avTnoR’s image. Minds, inured to themes
Ennobling, magnify, to heavenly forms,
Minuteft things ; and fee, on every leaf

That grows, the impn:ﬂf‘on of the HAND DIVINE,
Such are the views of philofophic man,

And fuch the pleafures which pervade his breatt,
‘When he reads o’er the inftrutive page, fublime,
Of nature, that each fine cmot‘ion, formed

In generous mould, her i‘nfpiration wakes ;
And ¢very fecling that affords delight,

Her profpeéls kindle. But of ravifhments
4 So
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So i)urc, of fine emotions, and of charms

So fweet, the untutored genius ne’er partakes.
The mind, with well adjufted tafte adorned,

And taught the traits of imagery to admire 3

juﬂ: Jike a viol, accurately ftrung,

That at the flighteft ftroke refponds ; while all

Its chords in varied harmony combine,

Is nicely formed. With every profpeét touched,

It takes its sinGture from the fcenes it views,

All obje&ts, when with ardent eye perceived,

Aroufe the finer movements of the foul,

Vigour infpire, and leave impreffions apt.

Sometimes the mind affumes a gloomy mood,

Sometimes capricious airs and gairith flights,

Is fometimes wrapped in wonder, quick again '

Alarmed, and always feels the power of things.

When
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When frofty autumn, with a fatal hand,.

Crops the fair flowerets of the blooming year,
Strips nature of her beauteous garb, and kills

The verdiurc of the landfcape ; if inured

To rural charms, and ufed to roam, well pleafed, -,
Abroad, we feel a fympathifing grief,

And though fuch fadnefs feem to caufe our pzin,
Still it delights. Even fenfibility,

‘When liftening to the plaintive tale of wo,
Though fhe makes fad, and wets compaffion’s cheek,
Or calls a forrowing tear from pity’s eye,

Is not unwelcome in the breaft humane,
_When nature ga;y, bedecked in rofcate muode,
- Beams a full fcope of beauty to the foul,
And pours effluvia to the wanton fenfe ;

‘While mufic, warbled wild, each finer nerve

Infpires, tis fweet, "1is exquifitely fweet.
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Or if fublimity, withterrour crowned,
Sudden alarm the mind, its powers, aghaft,
Anticipate a fad cataftrophe,
And feel the fufferings of expefted pain.\
If obje&s, rare, attral, we gaze awhile,
We fondly gaze, a;xd yet more fondly flill ; '
Dote, and admire ; and, ftill admiring, dote ;
Until its fecret wonders we exhauﬁ“.

The fcenes of nature, whether regular
Or wéld, or gay or gloomy ; whether robed
In wintry mourning, or in vernal green ;
Inleaves of vegetable life deprived,
By froft difcoloured ; or in foliage
All languifhing in fummer heat ; whén viewed
Defcriptive, as the year revolves, have power,
In turn, to move, have efficacious power, , |

To heighten pleafure by the touch of fenfe,
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On cvery mind t}‘xc effets of images
Are fimilar ; but happier as the tafte
Refines ; and different as the different {cenes.
The profpeéls various; nature {fhows, appear
Peculiarly contrived, and fitly ranged
In contraft, as to fuit the intelle&
Of man, and move him with furprifing power, -
The daring precipice, the rapid ftream,
‘The {udden lapfe of waters, héadlong prone,
And the fublimity of obje&s, feize
At once the foul, arreft it from itfelf,
And far more violent fenfations prompt,
Than the flow-rifing eminence, the rill
Symphonious tinkling, or lefs ftriking fcenes,
Diflimilar emotions they 'produ.cc,
‘Which, fingly viewed, t;)uch all mankind alike ;
‘kct do not equally move all ; but ftrike

' C . With
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With double force the mind, of tafte improved.
Now pines the bloflomed {eafon, beauty pines ;
And raving ftorms, with defolation wide,
Brood o’er the wqud. The foreft ftands all bare,
With not a fhelter, nor a robe, to guard
Its fhivering members from the raging blaft,
Gloomy is every mind, and every brow
Js fad. Not fo, when vernal pleafantry
New vigour raifes in the exulting mind,
| As from drear winter’s folitary {cenes,
Where objells, fhrouded in a fnowy veil,
Have from the ken of man been lox;g obfcured,
"The fragrant {pring emerges, blooming, forth,
In fmiling'beauty clad, and to the face,
The lurid face of nature, gives a look
Gladdened with joy ; the liftlefs drowfy mind
Wakes from the pillow of repofc, and fmiles,
’ Objedts,
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‘Objells, prefenting with unnumbered charms,
Unfold new beauty to the meatal gaze,

Grim tempefts’ &efolatiné.frow ns now gone,
Joyous to vernal fweetnefs we arrive,

To fweetnefs that affords us gay delight,

The effe&t is as agreeable to fenfe, k

As the expanding fcene is beautiful.

Bright thought, enraptured, plays upon the forms,
"Which dandle, pleafing, on the ﬁgizt profufe,
Gives fpring to} pulfe, revives the languid powers
Of life, and neryes the conftitution well. »

The cheek affumes ifs genial red ; the eye,
Sparkling, vivacity of mind befpeaks,

~ Difcovering the fenfations of the breaft ;

And every fcaturcv, fluthed with ruddinels
Afrefb, appears in charms of healthful bloom,
Such isthe clofe connexion of the mind

With
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With matter, that both droop, when nature droops;
And bloom with vigour, when fair nature blooms,
Behold, the clouds, thick lowering o’er our heads,
Forbode dark tempeftsdire ! Thelightnings flafh;
Loud thunders rock the fkies; the fhowersdefcend,
And filence reigns in melancholy gloom.
All nature difmal looks ! The birds retreat
In lonely ftillnefs, and forget their fong.
But {ee, the clouds difperfe ; the ftorm clears up ;
And all is beaming gladnefs ; nor a mift
Obfcures. Now how the variedbfcene affelts §
Mufic reanimates the echoing woods 3
The party-coloured bow is thrown around ;
And the bright fun, refle@ing o’er the world
His rays, relumes creation, Man appears |
Delighted, flathing from his eyes the fparks
Of pleafure ; for he realizes joy.
. ' Highly
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Highly affefling to the human mind
Are changes from the gloomy t<-) the gay,
And touch the breaft with delicate delight.

Through the tranfitions of the circling year,

As well thfougix frigid feafons as through mild,
‘When the {un tak?,s his thortened courfe, and leaves
‘The cold to chill, :‘md keener blaft to blow ;
And o’er the arrangement of terréfirial things,
Fancy, unwearied, takes her wild career, .
Sees nature filled with variegated {cenes,
‘With lowly vallies, mountains towering high ;
‘With rivers fringed with bowery ornament ;
‘With landfeapes blooming, cratggy cliffs; and gr'ovéé
Exultant, waving to the fpicy breeze, " '
And from each profpe& gathers varied joy.
'Fondly affuming arbitrary power; “-
She.oft controls the images difplayed
’ Ca i o In ,
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In theé fair fyfiem of variety ;
And, by alternate and contrafting views,
Increafes or diminifhes their force.

Here fmoothly flows the limpid rill ferene 5,
And, as we view, awhile, its tranquil glide,
Each rough emotion is appeafed, calm joys
Arife, and tune to harmony tl}e mind.

There headlong lapfes.the cafcade ;bmpt 3
Which, ftriking, bellows with perpetual roar,

It wakes aftonifhrhent, firains every nerve,

. And keeps us:dating on its fhifting {cenes,

Till the tired mind demand 2 humbler fphere,
Sublimely prominent there awful frowns,

Dire&ly from above; the huge high. 'cliiﬁ :

The flartled gace, itregular dilmayed,

Rcfrainé the view, and the faint heart, affright, ,
Shrinks with amazement, and in hafte regedes,

Now
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Now ydnder, fairy [cenes, elyfian fcenes, * .
Hard by a foftly-warbling fiream, and cheered,
By wild trilled mufic, rifing to the view, . -
Attraft the attention of the vagrani mule,

Here, on a beauteous train of images,
Imaginatio'nl, ravifhed,,plvays awhile,

Much gratiﬁ;d.i-n culling flowers {0 fweet 3

Then, in her \vénted'gaict_}', expands

Her filken wings, and rapid through the void.

She foars, lights on the juttiné brow, fublime,

Of fome high cliff, Jooks, timid, down the fteep, -
The amazing ficep ! and, thuddering at attemps.
So daring, quickly haftens from the brink,

And makes her fleet-winged way to humbler themes.

The meountain rivulet, now haftenisg down
Its pehbly bed, loud bubbling as it runs,

. Soon takes an cafier courfe along the yale, *
Windings
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Winding, and grows fill fmoother as it giides.
But the rough torrent, hoarfe with murmuring noife,
Swift o’er'the rocky channel hurries, rolls
Vertiginous, in wild conf'uﬁon,lo(t ;
Till fudden, in a cataratt, it falls
Impetuous, dafhes on the rocks below ;
* And the wild water, frafjured, tours in air,
Then gathering and fubfiding to a calm,
It fwells to grandeur with a mighty flood,
And moves in _pridcd majefty along.
On cither fide the banks, the towering banks
Prote& it on its way, and guide-it fafe, '
Until deep-fwallowed in the boundlefs mair, >
Nature’s fair page, with many a fcene well ftored;
With every kind of profpe&; and bedecked:
With cou;xtlcfs forms, is fit to attral the eye,

And keep it ¢'er delightfully employed,
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As man looks forth, it flathes to illume
His mind, and all its images imprint.
Extenﬁw;e mountains flocked with herds, vales wild
In florylent embroideries graceful robed,
Rills foftly tinkling, hoarfely murmuring figeams,
High towering forefts nodding to the breezp:
Rocks piled on rocks jn rude masniﬁcence,
Lakes, rivers, feas, and all created things,
Arranged delightfome o'er the globe immenfe,
Are vifions not unpleafing to behold,
Nor unbetkening a defigning caufe.

Thcv finer feclings in'th_e' breaft to raife,
The paflions harmonize, and form the mind
For the delicious pleafures of fine arts,
And for the chearments delicate of life,
Belongs to nature and the care of man;

In her unbounded field, all checkercd o'er »
 With
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With types of beauty, wifdom, and defign,
. Analogics be finds, his featiments
To illuftrate, and the {ciences advance ;
‘Which, by reficBion’s dint digefted well,
" Add to his fund of knowledge conftunt ﬁotes.

To every tone of mind are nature’s fcenes
Adapted. Should vivacity of thought
Revive, and merriment attune.the breaft ;
She paints things delicate and fweetly gay.
Shouid we aroufing views dcfire, to arreft
The attention, and the fleeping powers awake,
Or with even to be ravifhed from ourfelves,
Grand profpe@s the affords.  Or fhould a thirft
For novelty prevail ; in her wide field,
‘Where {cenes of wonder ever rife, the mind
May traverfe ; and its curiofity
Be ftill indulged, 2nd ever be amufed.

' In
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In ages early of fociety,
With fimple nature pleafed and rural fcenes,
Oft in a fummer day, and under bowers |
Umbrageous, fighing to the wayyard gales,
Ingenuous fhepherds tuned the ruflic reed,
And fung the doom of lovers and their loves,
To reprefent their fad, or joyful {tate,
In piaintive tone, or in exulting air, -
They drew from nature apt fimilitudes.
‘While fome, by ruthlefs trcachcr}; deceived,
Slighted and fpurned by all the cruelty
Of fcorn, were funk in cheerlefs gloom of mind 3
Sometimes compelled to folitude obfcure,
Where the dull moments lingered as they grieved ;
Others with innocence were bfcﬁ'cd, with worth
And evety charm, quéffed deep of pleafuré's ftream,

Gave glad indulgence to facetious thought,
And
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And talked with cheerfulnefs the hours away.
The beauteous flower, that late in vigour thone,
Emitting odour to the paffing breeze,
Unfolding magic beauty to the fenfe,
Torn by a cruel hand, now hangs its head
Dejefled, and amid its fifter race,
Still frifking gay and flourithing in pride,
No more, alas, its brilliancy affumes !

Such the difparity of human fate! '
Ah, fuch the lot of difappointed love ! .
Sothe, unfuccefsful pine forlorn ; fome wed
The virtuous, and are blefled ; and fome, fad tale !
Joined to the objet of their rancorous hate,
Lead jarring lives of fretfulnefs and wo,
Yet let not lovers lorn with life repine,
Should difappointment blaft their cherifhePhepes ;
For even the woods, when every friendj;s fled,

The
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The filent woods will liften to their plaint,
And with them {ympathize in all their grief,
‘There they may give their forrowed paflion vent,
Their echoed moanings hear, and woo their'mind,
Difordered, to a calm. But the blefled pair,
With minds comylex‘ionca with a cheerful toge,
Gay o’er the flowery délc may traverfe, fit,
Long fit, delighted, under citron groves,
And to the mufic of the fiream attend,
Or to the warbling fweetnefs of the quiress
Ah thefe, and néture’s various feftive {cencs,
Heighten the nuptial flame, and hner joys
Enkindle, But far other profpe&s fuit .
The fretted foul, far other mufic cﬁeers.
He rather fee the billowy furges break,
And their hoarfe tumult hear, Along the beag:li
Stately he walks, obferves them as they rife,

» S Swel,
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Swell, foam, and maddening lath the fidelong fhores, V

Murmuring aloud, they fcize his wakened fenfe,
Allay the fullen temper of his mind, ’
And lull his paffions to a tranquil ftate,

Thus man is nicely formed, to feel the force
Of things external ; thus full amply ftored
Is nature’s {cenery, and fair arranged
In well-adjufted order, where the mind
Recurs, juft as its different movements lead,
And prefpeét finds, adapted to its tone,

When with a reddening grace Aurora waked,
Expanfive, in the chambers of the eaft, |
And frighted Somnus from his dreary reign .:
When cheerfulnefs and pleafantry awaked,
Bade blithe Favonius feaft on fweet perfumne,
Sip the melliferous dew drop, gliftening bright,
And kifs fair Flora fond, as in the lawn

She
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She fpotted ; then, when vernal beauty bloomed, .
Then young Laurillo took his rural walk,

And, mufing as he pafled on every theme,

That claiméd the z‘;tten’tior; of his curious mind,
Struck with delight,for fexes were defigned

For mutual joy; a feﬁxal_ejlew, he {pied,

Emcrging from a fhadowy grove, to view

The checkered dale, which widened as they roamed
Along. Ealivening gaiety was there, ’
Sportful and {prightly, in luxuriant fcenes,

In fcenes bcguiling as the focial {mile, .

Or as the magic charm of mingling loves,

The profpc& fiole him from his mufing fcif,
Infpired bewitching {renzy in his foul, |

And urged him thus the blooming fair to hail :
Whither, ye gay, roves your delighted ftep

Thus carly ? Sudden confiernation feized

Their
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Theirtenderhearts, They Itc;od ; foftliftened ;looked
Abroad ; and at a diftance fpied, a}p, fpied
Laurillo ! Such emotions in their breafts

" Then kindled, as when modeft blufhes fpeak
The love warm flame. Then whifpering gently foft,
Thcy'wifhed his near approach ; {till roved along ;
But with reluant flowly wandering ftep.
Soon, on a bank, by {ylvan fhades o'ercaft,
Befide a brook that bubbled as it flowed,
On rofy couches down they gently fat.

- But as they glanced again, the modeft youth,
Alas, had fled ! Then, like a‘thriving flower,
Snatchf.d fudden from its ﬂalk,v and thrown away,
Haplefs, to pine, their hopeé of intercourfe
Were blafted, But, forgetful of the paft,

| Converfe they cherifhed, and ’twas mutual all,

In di&tion, pure as zephyr’s balmy breath,
a ‘Which.
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"Which flowed unlaboured as a placid fiream,
Graces they painted in the lily gay,
Defcribed, fo delicately well, the forms,
' Diverfified, in nature’s fcenery,
As waked poetic ravithments of mind.
In falutary chat th‘ey pailed the mom
Away ; while pertinent and {age remark
Dropped from their ruby lips, full fweet as dew,
Melliflyous, from the foliage of the rofe.
All things were lively, dreffed in brilliant hues,
In hues that pleafed the fancy, and the mind
With delicate feflivity infpired.
Sweet melody of fong controled the ear;
Through every finer nerve enchantment thrilled ; -
And all was tranfport and elyfian joy.

In{piring was the fcene, and charmfud toa.

Such are flowers the fportive mufe oft culls, .
D2 And

.
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And fltrows them o’er her page, iﬁ hopes the fair,
Pcrhaps, as well as rougher fex, to pleale ;
An obje& in her view by ne means fuull.
Though others may approve ; they, they muft give |
The fanftion, Should they frown, alas, it fails ! V
Hence, here and there, fhe intermixes oft
_ Scenes purely @rﬂ with defcripiion nice ;
Food for their delicate and livelier thought.
She knows their love of fmoother verfe, without
The trappings of verbofe and gingling rhyme.
1ler inability, the alfo knows, V
To fully gratify, their judging tafte,
Or paint things as their {prightlier fancy paints.
When wakes Aurora in the vernal {cene,
With afpe mild, and with a crimfon grace,
O’er the vaft hemifphere fhe joyous fmiles,
And beams unbounded pleafputry abroad,
The
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The frefhened air is pure, ferene the {ky,
And {weetnefs floats, diffufe, upon the wing
Of zephyr.  All is magic to the mind !
In fcattered voices, and to different fong
Attuned, the playful warblers, heard arouﬁd,
With varied mufic ufhering.in the day,
Touch with {weet tranfport every liftening ear,
The flower, with dew drop twinkling on its leaves,
Gives to ‘the wafteful gales efiluvia rich,
And a mild ph;afﬁre to the wanton fenfe :
And every objelt thatievelppes, Reals
A.fecret fway, to foften and refine.

Sweet are the emotions of a mind, engaged
In dotage on defcriptive feenes. A love
Of nature lays us open to her charms,
To all her fine impumi;ns, and befpeaks

A foul, confummate as her {cenes are grand,
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Or temper gentle as her balmy breeze.
'l:he worth of mind is meafured by its train
of thou/ght_, its obje&, energy and joys.
Ne’er dreamed the fnoring fluggard of the charms
Of nature, Unrefined of foul, he fecks |
Far other plealures ; and of what he fecks,
He dreams ; of pleafurcs-cireams, which indicate
A vile, ignoble, {ordid mind ; a mind
Bafe as his pleafures, He efteems his blifs,
Qr rather low delight, where much of pain
Concentres, in indulging mean defires,
And dozing on the Sumberous bed of {loth.
“Torpid of foul, he fain would ceafe to think ;
And, by degrading means, deceives himfelf
Of the flow-lingering hours, When the bright ftar,
The harbinger of morn, that, fparkling, leads,
“Triumphant on, the rifing fires, to gild
| With
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‘With gold the horizon, and the world illume 3
Whil,e {lipped from Somnus’arms the zephyrs blow,
And fpért round hatqrc’s every odorous form,
Collefling fragrance for the fenfe ; even then,
Sorc.lid, he fleeps the rofieft hours away.

Life is to him a vifionary fcene,

Unfilled with gratitude to heaven, devoid

Of ufefulnefs to man, and to himfelf

Ablot. The taient, given for his ufe,

Is mifimproved, and carelefs thrown afide,
Sunk in oblivion drowfy, he prcfcrs/

The ﬁagnézcd air, coFﬁned, of chamber \dun,
To gentle zephyr’s falutary breeze ;

Not dreaming of its hglgj_‘glj‘lgt_i_ng fweets,

. - Nor that the rofy blooming field is joy.

But fee ! the hoar head good old healthful man

‘Wakes when the dawn awakes, arifes glad,
His

g



46 PROGRESS or REFINEMENT. [so0x I.

His wonted pra&ice, cheerful takes his walk,
On the variety of things, well pleafed,
Céntcmplales, and new reafon finds, to adore,
The pE1xNG, who in wifdom made them all.

See too the {prightly youth ! for the delights
Of nature he g;ins early fondnefs, {prings
Alert and joyful from-his couch, when fcarce
The quirifters have yet awaked, to roufe
The flumbering world, and cheer them to their tafk.
He feels a mild {erenity, afrefh,
Spring o’er-his mind, VVlith de.vious \‘vandcring ftep,
Wrapped in pleafed vifions, he expatiates wide,
Or¢r all the fcene, the quiet hours devotes
To mufeful thought ; and, when the fun looks out,
Majeftic orb ! rcde&ing rays oblique, .
While oblong fhadows ftreak the cxt;.nded plains,

He ftands in readinefs, with grateful heart,

To
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To pay his early tokens of refpeét,
Then ’tis delightfome all ! With noble views
He takes his tour o’er nature’s ample range,
Scans her,grc;t themes,and marksthe nanp p1vine,

Such nature is, her infpiration fuch ! '
Who tan remain unfcelin/g of her charms !
Who, that the type of human nature bears,
Can pafs her kindling beauties without thought }
Too many ; but they leave them to the wife,
To thofe whe give them their intrinfic rank,
An(i view them as the fpring of mental joys,
Admiring, in the rural field, through {cenes’
Deferiptive of inimitable {kill,
. With pleafure and expanfive views they rove.
*Tis there the poct rambles, artifts gain
Still finer tafte, philo‘fophcrs grow wife,

And all refinement’s rapturing influence feel,
To



48 PROGRESS or REFINE.MENT. [Book I

To peep at pature from the haunts of thought,
And mufe on animated things awhile,
Is pleafing to a meditative mind,
When wearied and relaxed, in fearch of truth,
By thoug‘ht intenfe, to profpe& we recur,
And infpiration gather, that difpels
The melancholy gloom, vivacity
Awakes, and fits it for a frefher tafk,
As the cool cryftal ftream .refreﬂlment gives
To panting lungs a/t/hirﬁ, when arid heat
Licks the perfpiring moifture from the limbs ;
So does varicty have fweet effe&
On minds, with one continuous fcene fatigued,
v Adorned with profpet beauti’ful, fublime,
And rare, fhines nature forth in harmony
Divine ; for man, in wonderous light, thines forth,
Who ftands fpé&ator of her gloWi!}g fcene.s ;

And
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And, if he loves to mufe upon her works,
Defcries her charms, and triumphs in the view,
If fuch for man, where is his gratitude
And admiration warm ? That noblenefs
Of fpirit where, that dignity of mind,
Her captivatiﬁg objells tend to infpire ?

' Man, gain refinement : It the blaze divine,
“That flathes to illurhe, flafh not in vain,
If, of her wifdom teaching pagé, ye ftill
Are un‘iuformcd, with. fondnefs read ;
Acquire fuch treafure, és'm:ir_x}_zrcs the mind,
And bofom warms. And ye, who early taught,
By the miid difcipline of fapient worth,
‘With eager eye her volume to perufe, °

Read {till with pleafure ; gain refinement ftill.

¢ - 'Who would not ftill be wifer is not wife.

E . Hail,

IR RN TP =
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Hail, nature ! fountain inexhauftible
Of knowledge and delight ! Thy cheering beams
Blaze on the ken of man, illume his mind,
And raife his being. The infpiration warm,
Imparted from thy many fcenes, excites
To every kind of ravifhment his breaft,
Attra&s him to thyfelf, cements, endears,
And fills his in»tvcll‘c& with rapturous views,
In admiration high he walks thy field,
Dotes on thy beauties, gath;:rs many 2 joy,
And, with emotion varied, ruminates
i‘hy rifing and decaying fcenes, as HEAVEN,
‘With hand unerring, turns the filent fpheres,

And in rotation brings the {eafons round.

o

-
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ARGUMENT.

M AN, having gained ldeas of different Profpeflsin
Nature, proceeds to works of Invention and Imitation.
—Origin of the Fine Arts, according to their natural
order.—Their Defign ; to give Pleafure by exciting
ideas of Beauty, Grandevr, and Novelty.~—The influ-
ence of Each in exciting Emotions,— Emotion and Paf-
fion difinguifhed.—Their Analogy to the Natural’
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BOOK IL

INFLUENCE or tut FINE ARTS.

THE forms'ofnaturc,th'rou@thevifual fenfe,
‘Having now ftole, and taughfthc oblerving mind
Sweet beauty’s {way, the curiofity !
That novelty excites, and how fublimity = )
To high aftonifhment elates the thought ;

The aipiring genius; with unfolding powers,
Daring above the paffive flatc alcends,

E2
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And by refletion a‘&s in finer {pheres.

Not fatisficd with nature’s profpeéts, flrowed

In negligence profufe, o’er all tie globe,
Diverfified and wild, man fajps to eclipfe

Her influence by invﬁmion’s {kilful works ;

Or firivesto raife them to the fenfe refined, .

By the nice touch of rafy-fingered art,

Inflamed he lets imagination loofe,
| Prégnant with gairifh {chemes, folicitous

To pléafe. ngh notons rife ; ambition wakes ;
Andtafte, luk;riant, leads refinement on.
Inwrzpped in wonder at the view of things,

Or wit.h fublime conceptions ﬁlie'd, or touched
With admiration, in primeval times,

‘When {carce the mind had oped its infant powers;
‘When fcarce the tongue was modelled to the {weets
Of language, man his ravithed foul poured forth,

In
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In broken numbers and in figures wild,

The flights of fentiment, and different tones
Of intelle&, infpired by nature, gave

Meafure to {peech, and mufic to the voice,
Soon grew refined the auditogg:el—ve 3

And, as each profpe&t, ftriking, toucfxcd the {enfe,
Poctic feclings tuned the enraptured breaft,
And prompted magic melody of phrafe.
Genius, afpiring to renown, to great,

T6 wonderful invention ftretched her iJowets ;
And tafte, ambitious of refinement nice,

In beauteous imitation thed her plum?s
Defcriptive, drefled in elegance of made.

She learned 9 relifh delicacy’s fw;:ets,

The power of figures, the delights of verfe,
And all the genuine harmony of founds.

Thus sofe the fifter graces, mutual rofe,
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And told the flame divine, that in the breaft
Enkindled, as perception looked abroad '
The face of n'ature’, and from profpe& gained
Impreflions various. Then twas fancy’s talk,
By judgment guided, to contro} the wilds
Of language, and the fentiment to drefs
In tuneful numbers and the ﬂowcx_‘_'s of phrafe.
It was the work of art, to modulate
. The untutored voice, and call, to union, harth,
Difcordant founds; which, ftealing throughthefenfe,
Thrill in each nerve, and rule the yielding foul.
From mufic poc;ry has borrowed {weets,
Harmonious {weets ; and fill pofleffes charms
Innate, and powers peculiarly her own.
To her has nature yielded the command
Of rich defcription, given exalted turns
Of phrafe, and powér to incite emotions {weet,
. Wonderous, .

-
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Wonderous, g grand in every feeling breaft.
While the mufician is to tones conﬁned
Adapted only l;ut one fenfe to pleafe ;
The poet ranges ?’er the vaft of things, ]
Obje&ts controls far diftant from the view,
The fineft features from creation culls,
Livelieft of profpeéts, {uited beft to move,

. And ftill, with melody, can charm the ear.

In fair refemblance images to paint,

And 21l the different paffions of the breaft,
Hat;cd or love ; grief, joy, ot fvmpathy ;-

Or eavy, anger, jealoufy, or pride, .

And thow them obvious to the glowing miad,
Is poetry’s diftinguifhing delight.

While fhe unfolds the page of charafler,
Informs the ear of harmony, and fills

Thg intelle& with fentiment refied,

»

At
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At once fhe touches, raptures, and illumes.
Mufic c.zm charm, can {well the breaft to rage,

Ordrown the fpirits in a fad delight.

Mufic affuages grief, or heightens joy,

Softens the feclings, meliorates the heart,

Impure defire corredls, fedition quells,

Railes or calms the pallions, prompts to deeds

Humanely virtuous, or to fury fires.

Enchanting is its pdwcr ; and its effeGs

Are various. When itsfoft refpiring ftrains

And plaintive numbers folemnize the foul,

Calling our forrow forth, we inflant feel .

A pain beguiling, blended with an eafe,

We foﬁdly wifh to indulge. But other airs,

Alert and lively, fteal us from ourfelves,

Aund raife us fudd;:n to the height-s of joy.

Mufic to pity melts the ftubborn heart,
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Or kindles foft defire. Its power has quelled
Fell fury’s ﬂalh'ne, the monarch’s madnefs calmed,
Given tb humanity the breaft, and called
The drops of fympathy from pity’s eye,
Lovers oft languifh to its dying ftrains,
Or even in its ravifhments expire.

" Mufic aioufed an Alexander’s rage ;
Then gently foothed his bofom to a calm,
Hark ! the mufician animates the firing ;.
Now gives a higher, now a lower tone ;
Now gaily-brifk, now dcepl;folcmn, flow ;
And fee, the wild emotions inftant rife !
Diftraétion mad, ah, feizes on the foul !

Mufic can things inanimate infpire,

And make to tremble every particle.
‘When the full organ breathes a fhriller tone,
In undulation moves thé ftartled air;

The
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The wide void {wells ; conciiffions rend the walls ;

From arch to arch refponfes echoround 3

The temple fhak:es s Tuns cold the thrilling blood ;

And, as though frightened, ftands t};t: hair all wild.

Such power has mufic, fafcinating power,

To fet in agitation lifelefs things,

"T'o roufe tlie varied movements of the breaft,

Or footh‘e and lull them to a {tate ferene,
Revolving on the paft, man now recals

To mind the obfervations made or'x things -

External ; and, while reigns {erenity

Within his breaft, and‘ every pailion {leeps,

Loft to imaginations flowery phrafe, “

His di€tion moderates to fimple profe,

Refle@ion’s language. But foon fancy gay,

To enliven converfe, wakes her fervid train,

Strows bloffoms round, and courts the florid aid
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Of figures, to invigorate the ftyle,

Then hear the golden periods as they flow,
Aroufing, or pathctic;, to inftru&,

Perfuade,and move, With varying voice well tuned,
With gefture natural, and replete with fenfe,
Comes every fentence miflioned to the heart,

In copious ftreams the rich ideas roll,

And, by the force of reafon and of t;'uth,

Joined with the fuafive tone of eloguence,

Sway theinflamed paflions, and o*erpowerthe mind,
The hand, in bold expreffion, wakes the breaft
To patriot ardour ; or from every eye,

Effufive, calls meek pity’s cryftal tear.

Now deal'ingv in fimplicity of thought,

Led through the native wilds of epifode,

‘With artlefs ornament and language pure,

Potent perfuaﬁ(;n hangs upon the tongue,
F . To
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To inform, illuftrate, bias, and enforce.
‘Now in a loftier ftyle, with figures bold,
Expreﬂ'xonbs rich, and fentiments fublime,
‘The orator darts lighthi'ng through the foul,
The attention r;zvifbcs, the audience rules,
And leads through many feenes the aftonifhed mind,
He traverfes creation through, rich tropes
To gather; makes them fpeals his caule, and tcich,
With energy, how novelty affeéls,
" How beauty pleafes, and how grandeur fires,
In juft defeription fail ; to other means,
More efficacious, genius has recourfe,
Imagination paints the forms to view,
That, by perception, on the mind imprefled
Their genial afpeft ; while the pencil-draws,
| In {weet refemblance on the parchment blank,

A




INFLUENCE or rtuz FINE ARTS, 63

A beauteous offspring of the original,
The fkillful touch recals the withered flower

To life, immingled with well {haded grace,

"~ And fhows it blboming in its mimic pride ;

Or vernal {cenes depils, when winter rgigns,
Which, fpatkling to the enraptured eye, the power
Of imsimation, in their charms, difplay,

To reprefent Apollo with his lyre,

In car, refulgent, drawn by prancing fleeds ;

Or the bold orator with lifted arm,

And language fpeaking eyes ; or virgin nymphs,

With {fnow white bofoms naked, and their robes

" Loofe floating, while the fhepherd tunes his pipe;

Or mighty Jove, with right hand thunder armed, -
Soaring on eagle’s wing aloft ; to draw

Or real of imaginary {cenes, _
As fancy diates, is the pa_inter;s fkill, \

Seint,
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Still, fpecimens of imitation fair
Genius difplays in other firiking views.
The chifel, from the quarry rough, unfolds
The attitude well-foftened into feth.
By artful fculptor’s foaming firoke transformed,
Erc& the marble ftands, and feigns to breathe.
It veils its fenfelefs felf in mimic life,
All frefhly blooming, fhows the rofy cheel,,
Looks eager forth, and, by fimilitude
Exa, illudes and cheats the flattered eye.
Surprife awakes ; yet the beholder {carce
' Can realize the guile. He thinksit &ill
A living obje& ; yet remains, with doubts,
Perplexed ; and eager looks ; till vanifhes
The {eeming animated form, and turns
A breathlefs ftatue. Wonderous counterfeit ! '
How it deceives the thought, and fafcinates

The
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The mind, with wakened {enfes, to admire

Its likenefs, fancying it reality !

Such are the ftratagems of art1 Wherein

1ts genuine imitations it difplays,

How pleafing to obferve it ! To compare
The ingenious offspring with the original,

- Infpires emotions, not unhke thofe raifed

By {ceneg contrafted, thle the mind partaLes,
By mere perception, the delights of.each,
And fccl; the force of their inherent charms 3
Plealures of livelier vigour it imbibes,

from 'cbr;trariety and ch,angefui views.

So, from expreflive likenefs in the arts,.
Enchantment fleals, unnoticed, on the mind,
By curiofity awakened ; which,

Revolving inward, finds itfelf alarmed ., .
‘With ravifhments peculiar and intenfc.

Fe © Next
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Next agriculture, ruftic art and rough,
Advancing, opes the way ifor other arts
To flourith. Forefts dif;ppeax_- ; and fields,
All blooming, intimate fine views to man.

Hail a,gricultufe ! nurfe of clegance
And grace,tho’rude thyfelf, . Evenkingsrenowned,
.Famed fages, and i)hilofophers have held .
The ix;_gring plough ; have made the ftubborn earth
Yicld to the polifh ; and the barren glebe
. Submiffive to manure, The liberal hand
- Ofinduftry, with patient diligence,
Sweeps off the rubbifh of the field, and lends
A nutriment, that mollifies the {oil,
And rears a growth, rotund, of lufcious crops,
‘While agriculture, {pring to poliﬁxed life,
Demands the attention of the generous brave,

Let not America’s afpiring fons,
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To independent greatnefs born, to arts

Refined, and virtue eminent, deferve
The imputation low of idle clowns.
To make the towering foreft to the axe
Submit, to pile the enoﬁous log, apply
The fire, fubdue and cultivate the land,
Is no mean labour of the ambitious {fwain,
Who tills, not only benefits himfelf ;
But to community gives fuftinence.
His altions breathe benevolence to men,
'Who move in other fpheres, and make the means, |
Of him received, contribute a return :
And all, performing their allotted part,
Become fhrewd artifts at their Qork, expert,
&a& ; and, by the mutual tafk of all,
Society, juft like an inftrument,

With various unifons, which harmonize
In
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In concord fweet, and breathe the gemeral fong, -
Is to perfeftion reared, to wealth and fame,
Obtains utenfils for convenient life,
Reaps high cmﬁlun_xent, and in ft.he tide
‘Of honour riots, while kind fortune [miles.
\/’Vith a good zcft the labourer relifhes,
His meals, and many a {weet part‘icipatcs.
But fluggard indolence in liftleflnels
Repines, becomes debilifate of mind,
Sickens with life, and time drags heavy on,
Sloth on his temples ftrows untimely foow,
And foon, ah, fudden, gives him jo the tomb ! |
Polifhed by culture, now. the plains, hills, vales,
In verdure fhine ; and flowers profufely _bioom.
The florift rap;es over the {cenery
Of nature, culls themes comely fa the {gpfe,
Of colours various, exquifite petfumes,

To
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To pleale or fight or fmell ; and places them -

In moft agreeable variety,

As freakifh fancy diftates is the mode,

Th‘en blooms the flower garden in its pride,
Opening its beauties in ailemblage fair,

To raife the delicate delights of féul.

There, fcenes contrafted, regular with wild,
Lively Qith melanéholy, grand with neat,
Bedeckcd~with rofy fingersy charm the view,
And prove a fphere of innocence and mirth,
The gc;xtly gliding cryftal rivulet
Meandrous, murmuring by the bowery walk,
Betrays its progrefs through the lowly mead ;
Through winding vall‘ics, to the diftant main,
The gardener fkilfully arranges fcen;s, |

Forms to his talte peculiar, and beftows

All for amufement fine, Each hour, there {pent,

Flies
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Flies fwiftl'); as the rofly zephyrs blartd,
Which kifs the lip of Flora as fhe fmiles,
" And waft her {gjgy odours to the fenfe. .
The {lower Igarden, where fhines every grace,
In nice proportion or diforder wild,
With beauteous imagery diverfified,
Mixture of fcenes, where fweet emotions glow,
\V}seré curiofity gains new defire ;
Where fwells the poet’s bofom into blifs ;
" Where fage philofophy more wifdom learns ;
" 'Where wonder brightens ; where rcﬁpcx_nc'n; wins
Propitious influence o'er the ingenious mind 3
The flower garden is the haunt, beloved,
Of gaiety, of fweetnefs, and delight,
There undulating bowers breathe o’er our limbs
- Frefh coolnefs, as beneath their fhades we fit 5
There, the delicious eflenca flogts diffufle,
And
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And the wild ftream emits foft fymph;ny

Delighting ; while infpiring vifions rife,

Ravifh the view ; and miific’s dulcet founds

Benignly vibrate on the énchanted ear,

P.rompting fenfations exquifitely fweet,

In delicacy’s gentle brealt. How love,

Peculigrly, the fafter fex, to walk

In fuch embellifhed fpheres ! with images

To affociate, fo congenial with their minds;

That raife emotions, pure and delicate

As nature’s tingg, and fweet as l:xcr perfume !

While thus converfant with fuch fcenes, the heart,

Aufpicious ,moulded for the finer joys

Of life domeflic, triumphs in its gains.
Behold proud architeftures fplendid domes

Arife in florid grandeur ! See, fublime,

‘The collonade arreft the ravifhed fight ;
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And the proje&tion, vaft and high, endowed
With elegance and majeflty auguft,
O’erlook the country round ! The columned arch
Swells on the gaze, and, like the concave fkies,
To grand conception elcvatés the mind,
Art, there, its ftandards of fublimity
" Difplays ; which, {uited both for ufeful ends
And intelle€tual, for the purpofes
Of life and mental pleafures, intimate
Capacious powers in man. His energy
..Invcn,tivc, his expanded views, and tafte
Difcerning, that with fkill embellifhment
Canfers, there fhine confpicuoully grand,
Befpeak his nature, dignity, and fame,

Of the fine arts the origin thus traced
In order, as kind nature gave them birth ;
The mufe anticipates her rifing them'cs,' N

And

1
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And, #ill affiduous, calls them to her toil, :
~ By charmful _i_miiation,to awake *
The mind to fervid exercife of thought,
To emotions fuch as natural profpeét wakes,
kReﬁning human nature, human blifs ; ‘
The pleafing power of beauty, novelty,
And grandeur, o’er the intelle& of man,
To fhow, is-the- difplay, moft eminent, -
Of genius, and the end of arts refined. .
‘The thoughts and exercifes, prevalent
In man, form the complexion of his powers,
And give to charafler its general traits,
"The mind, that moft the beautiful admires
In profpeé ; t-h.at delights in' gentler {cenes,
‘Where, in {weet graces, delicacy fhinc. ;
That at the fofter ftrains of melody,

Feels finer charms, is genuinely formed

G For
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For friendfhip’s clime, and for the fympathics,
The tender fympathies of nuptial lif'c.
Beauty, thou paragon.of nature ! all
Thy features, ﬁng_uhrly fair, difplay
Attra&tions, which enkindle flames divine.
A cherifhed fondnefs for thy pleafing train,
Sweetnefs, fimplicity, and gaiety, .
Thy favourit.c graces, with a love to fcan,
Minutely, thy perfeltions, and admire,
- In every fhape, thy image, indicates
A mind, complexioned with rcfinement nice,
Of delicate fenfations, ax;d a heart
*Trained to the gentler feelings, Where thy charms
And lineaments are feen, they operate
to inftil their magic through the partial breaft,
Whoever cherifhes thy inflyence fweet,
Retains thy fine impre{lions, and becomes

Engaging,

(




INFLUENCE or tugz FINE ARTS. 765

Engaging, ﬁlaﬁng, delicate ltke thee,
Engaging in derseinour, dclvicate '

In fentiment, and pleafing in the traits,
Humane, of genius, chara&er, and heart,

But the fublinre, with magnitude auguft
Endowed, of w‘vondcrous power to captivate,
Darting fometimes chill terrour through the foul,
Different effelts produces, It infpires
‘With dignify'am} nobler turn the ‘thought.
The mind, converfant with its {cenes, expands
To vaft defigns, with enterprifing als,

Secks daring ends, and, rather than the abodes, '
Endearing of contrubial life, prefers

1evoic viriuc, fcorns the frowns of war,
Danger provokes, encounters bardy toils,

And all to gain tite‘ya.lm, or §nd a grave,

That fame deems glorious. Magnanimity

' ‘ To
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To acquire, and to maintain a temper calm,
In the viciflitudes of changeful fate,
Profperous or fad, converfe with the fub\lime.‘
Cherifh its infpirations in thy breaft,

And it will ftamp its nobler image there.

Still, other profpe&s, fcenes of novelty,

To fweet fenfations wake the mind of man,

Aund ftimulate in fearch of knowledge, new

And wonderous. Geniufes inquifitive

The firange and marvelous admire, and take
Delight peculiar, to inveftigate

‘The fecret fprings of ingenuity,

In human nature, a&ions, and effe&s.

Thus, by the different profpe&s we behold,
f.motions diﬂ:ereht, in the breaft, are raifed ;
And an attachment to peculiar fights
Diftinguifhes the genius and the heart.

’ To

e
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_ To impreflions of external images
Expofed, man feels their energetic power,
And, with partiality for favourite feenes,
Cherifhed in early youth, imbibes their flamp,
And genial tin@ure. His ideptic tum '
Of mind, of manners, and affeétions, bears
A likenefs t.o the livery they aflume.
But cther movements in the human breaft,
Are roufed to exercife, befide thofe caufed
By prof] pc&.' The diffogial paffions there,
And focial, are predominant in tutn,
As mora] caufes vex or pleafe the mind.
‘With rational fenfe endowed, from falethood man
Diftinguifhes the truth, and ations right ‘
. From wrong ; propriety in .inferent:e
Difcerns ; and his efteem of focial worth,
Of altions virtuous ; and diflike to vice,

G2 Santions
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San&ibons with paffion, - When the fuppliant hand -
Of injured innocence befpeaks its wrong,
And infolence and cruclty appear,
Can anger {lumber in the fceling breaft ?
Where is the generous but would lend relief ?
Or when benevolence am’i virtue kind
Confer their favours, liberal, on mankind,
Cherifh and bléfs? what bofom is not warmed ? .
The mind of moral excellence péﬂ'cﬂ'ed, '
Of lovlinefs, humanity, and truth,
The focial pafligns claim of kindred fouls. B
But the deformities of vice, difguff
Excite in every amiable mind.
All moral a&ions caufe diflike or love.
Emotion is the effeék of things imprefled,
- 'The pleafures of perception : and the {weets
Of fcenery, the valt magnificence
' Of
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Of objelts ftriking, and the novelty

Of curious unfamiliar images,:

United with the livelinefs of view, .

Determine its degree of pleafaptry. .

But paflion is defire. ’i’he cordial glow
“Of approbation, followed by a wifh

Of goodnefs 3 o: averfion’s vengeful flame,

Mark its complexion, By its vicious caufe

Or virtuous, is its kind and nature known.

*Tis moral evil prompts to exercife

The paflions, turbulent, in human minds :

‘Which, when let loofe, unduely b‘ridlcd, caufe

Confufions dreadful in the mental world,

Like thofe, by warring elcments,produccd,

Wide-fpreading defolation o’er the globe.

But focial paffions of a gentler mould,

Refemble fummer with its-g?nial warmth

. Prolific,.
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Prolific, brilliancy, and tranquil dkies.
As man more fondly cherifhes a love
Of fcenes, which fweetly ravith and exalt,
More perfeft grows the ftandard of fine arts.
, Genius’ warm efforts tkilfully fucceed,
And give Lhcrﬁ happier influence o’er the mind, -
As tafle improves, fufceptibility
. Of beauty, elegance, and harmony
Increafes, and the emotions are poffeffed
Of livelier meod to pleafe : and while, with them,
The focial feelings in refinement vie ;
Diffocidl paﬁionﬁ‘lofe their rougher fwa)",
And grow more mild, pacific, and humane.
Reared by ingenious man whofe tafte improved
Conduéts to pomp of thought, to pleafures fine,
And elegance of life, the liberal arts
Thus beam their lavifh honours, They diffufe
' . Their
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Their charmfyl influence o’er the. mental powers,‘
Sweet as the {picy gales, all hovcripg round
With recent coolnefs, and allure the mind,
Aufpigious, from its ruftic mood, They quell
Its ftern ferocity ; and, by their charms,

They foften and refine. *Tis not for thought
Uncultured, nor for unharmonious founds, .
‘To harmonize the paflions, or beguile,

Into the maze of mufical delight, ]

The finer ear.  But when the mind ex-pands,
And fairer genius blofloms, i’xuman works
Receive the touch of beauty, elegance,

And power, like nature’s{cenes, to move ; to in;pii'e
Emotions delicgte, fublime, or rare,

* Then thought refined can fweetly harmonize

. The paflions, and well modulated voice,

Into the maze of mufical delight,
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The finer ear beguile, Man then, clate,

Prides i'n refinement ; and fociety

Is high, polite, and happy. Far emerged

From rudenefs, with benevolence’ brightening ray
His heart diftends 5 the focial paffions rule

The breaft ; and virtue, generous virtue reigns,

-
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INFLUENCE or VIRTUE.

IN vifion wrapped of nafurc, man acquires
Materials for refle@tion's work, then forms
Arts elegant to humani;e the mind.
Then glow the warm affe@ions of the heart,
And pure refinement decorates the breaft,

Virtue, the fubje@ of my prefent ftrain,

-

H Then
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Then lives; and every ruder paffion dies,
Thouéh different profpedts fafcinate the vicv;,

Enkindling raifed emotions of deligat 5

Th;)ugh the fine arts move, ravifh, and exalt ;

Though all creation, and all humaﬁ {chemes

Unite, to expand and grace the mind, to fhed

Refining power ; they ne’er communicate

Celeftial influence to the wildered heart.

The {parks of love, that are divine, are not,

By human efforts ﬁ'mply, to be gainéd.

True heaven born virtue, that will ftand thé teft

Of judgment and of durab‘ility,

‘That merits approﬁation moft fincere,

Is harmony of mind with general gnds.

This is a jewel in humanity ;

‘Which, confcious of its value, prides in hopes

Of folid glory ; and in public fphere
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Or private, cafts briéht Beanﬁin'g lufire round.
The fatisfaétion of a life well fpcnt;
And pleafing tecolle&ions of paft fcenes
Of duty done, of charity humane, '
Gives confolation to the honeft man
Deferving ; though obfeured from public fhow,
And {corned by thofc, his fecrct-;.vorking hand
Of kindnefs benefits. Affe&lionate
To all, to Gop fincere, devout, and chafte,
He fills his little fphere with ulefulnefs,
And afls conformant to the general good.
But virtue, fuch as nature and fine arts
Enkindle, is benevolence of foul,
Complacent, kfnd, and friendljr, ptompting deeds
Conformable to motal fmfh, which bear
The fanftion of hﬁmaniiy benign.
The mind, reviewing the tranfations paft
Of
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_ Of life, fcans every motive, fees the effelts
That they produce, and gathers pain
Or pleafure, as they feem or wrong or right.
A confcioufnefs of cruelty to man
Or beaft, has oft the heart of peace deprived,
The .__tender heart, and pierced it with the fhaft
Of keen refle@tion. But beneficence
Diffufes fatisfaftion o’er the mind.
The guide of virtue, through the {cenes of life,
Is truth : a gem, whofe value is not {mall,
The ftudious feek it with a keen defire
Ambitious, with anticipation fwee}‘:
Of what it promifcs ;-yct with much pai_ns
Laborious. Still the inducement to purfue
Are ftrong.  The fatisfaltion is refined,
| The treafure rich, when purchafed. Farabove -

.

The common level of the wife, it rears .
The
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‘The aflpiring mind. It adds philofophy

To meditation, dignity to man,

And to Sis altions durability. :
Quitediffzrentare thegiftsdfmen ; their thoughts,

Their re;afonings, and their altions different too,

They labour, ardent, in the mental field,,

Colle&ting cach what better {uits his tafte.

Blinded by paflion fome, and. {fome, through pride,

Run heedlefs ; fome, by. prejudice deceived,

Ang ignorant, fuperior wifdom boaft ;

Others eccentric, {eeking novelty,

Imbibe erroneous tenets ; while the man,

‘Who reafons jult, and pradtifes the truth

He propagates, alone is in the right,

And afls compatible with virtue’s end,

To follow folid metaphyfic rule,

Demontftrate clear, illuﬂrate', and evinee,,

3 Ha2 ; Is
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Is the nice province of difcerning minds,
Opinidns various among men prevail,

And jufter in proportion to the pains

They take, with candour or with prejudice,

To find out errour, and embrace the truth,

Difcordant minds, contending, keep the pen

Fluent with mighty tides of a}gumcnt,

Or flimfy, fubtil, falfe or reafonable,

In every feries of revolving time,

Should the mind ever céafe to think, men then,

Perhaps, may ceafe to jar in fentiment,

Such is the bias education gives,

And fuch the heat of fuperftition, which

Infinuates poifonous influence o’er the mind,

While yet in'weaknefs ; fuch the varied ftrength

Of different geniufes ; and fuch man’s thirft

For new difcovery, the prevalence

Of
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Of inconfiftencies is not much ftrange,

But why, fince candour in the fearch of truth-

Is laudable, why form hypothefis,

Devious from right, and dazzling figures bring,

To enchant the mind, anc‘i, by the fubtilties

Of art, ufe crafty methods to illude ? v

Why feminate grofs prejudice auftere,

With crude conception, for a j:artia} caufe ?
Men have eccentric geniufss, and feed

On various fare. Their ardour, in fupport

Of different fentiment, is not unlike

The raging confli& of hoftilities,

Difcordant, in the embattled field. The clath

Of truth and errour, like the clang of arms,

Keeps up the variance ; and the endeavours ufed

To proi_dyw‘, like hopes of vi&ory,

Which prompt to readieft methods of affault,

Set
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Set every mind in motion, in the {earch
Of copious argument, orfalfe or true,
To bias or convince. The fprightlinefs
Of faf.fetcheti_ métaphors, or witty turns =
Of di&tion, tickle fome ; fome, grofsly rude,
On fuperftition feed, unwholefome fare !
Anxious, with low delight, {uck errour down,
And fincy they are wile. But errour, not
Like ftreams pierian, which allume the mind,
Only when drank in copious draughts ; but,like
The vapid juice of poppy, ftupifics
The more ’tis taken, and dcl'udes the mind,

* The ray of truth the bigoted avoid.
Too much they know, to follow reafon’s path,
Preclude the light; and dare not ftep for fear.
The dreamer never argues ; frightful fhapes

. None oftener fees.; and none more hard to evince,

That
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That they are phantdms of difordered brain,
The rude are more enlighpencd than the learned ;
The fupérﬁitious, only, are controled

By candour ; and the biéoted ;rc fair.
Unconiciousfgnorance makes men more wife,
Than all the precepts of philofophy.

And thus a2 Newton was no fage, who taught,
Conlfiftert, how the unerring HAND BiviNE,
That rules the vaft of natwre, fets the {prings,
The fecret fprings in motion, and fuftains

A world, a fyftem, and a univerfe.

This too a Locke, on Qho{e capacious mind
The orb of fcience poured meridian blaze,
‘Was not difcerning : nora Milton grand,
‘Who foared on fancy’s towering wing fublime.
Nor was an Edward metaphy fical, ‘

‘Whos
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Who, with great ftrength of mind and eagle eye,
Deep penctrated.to the foul of truth.

Science full orbed, and with refulgent blaze,
1llumes the modern world,  The dawning beams,
The ancients chérifhed, glimmered faintly bright.
Still the proficiency they made, though fxnall,'
Pointed to truths in fcience, which unfold
In bﬁghtcr times. But let the fathers {leep
In peace, and be content to call them wife, ,
Thoughages fincchavethought themfelves more wife
Than they were ; Bnt the moderns think them{elves
Yet wifer fill ; and though America,

" So famous, is efteemed more wife than all ¢
Even wifer than old Britain with her kings,
For envy grants‘ fuperiority ;

And the fame rancorous ire, that would infeét
‘Our country’s bofom, cankers in her own.

Strangely
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Strangely it mortifies the inftru@ors pride,
'f'o fee the pupil rife a.bo'vg the rules
Of borrowed precept, and become more fage
Than he. So the young bird, whofe pinions ftill
Unfledged and fecble, nurtured by the dam
With p;oved attention, foon, with equal wing,
In ether foars, and mingles with the flock ;
- Though does not {oar, like men, above the rc\R.
The feathered throng, not by invengion taught, -
' Nor by the light of reafon’s orb illumed,
Endowed with inftinét only, are alike
Confined to narrow bounds of knowledge dim.
Nature has taught them as they nlgcd, to build
Thejr neft with fkill, con\;cnient for themfelves,
Am:l model as their little fancies prompt,
~ In way peculiar to cach different kind.
)' Unlearned by comPlicamd theory,

Or
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Or logic rule, they prove minutely wife,
Andgpicely regular, - They trill their notes
Of rapture, fing enamoured to their mates
Their focial lay, wild echoing through the groves,
When undifturbed, or pour the lengthened wail
Of Jamentation,-when the ruthlefs fwain,
‘Unfeeling and regardlefs of their moan,
Beggoils thcir eggs, or robs them of their young,
Such nature difates ;: but the mind of man
Progre{'ﬁvc, of bright reafon’s boon pofleffed,
Moves forth in ceafelefs aftion, e’er expands,

* Makes great refearches inthe field of truth,
Dilcovers the connexions, intricate,
Of caufes‘ and effefs, draws inference
From principle, forms plans and executes,
Indulges high raifed hopes, a;xd, with ﬂcﬁr;
Ambitious, climés the flippery fteep to faﬁ:e.

As
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As we expatiate o’er the buﬁling world,
Look through the various-{cenes of bufy care,
*Tis all tumultuous aﬁd a tcﬂfoﬁe round,
Man feeks for happinefs, but vainly feeks,
T;) find it in .the dreams of wealth and fame.
F ormed for enjoyment, with intenfe deﬁres,

. He aims for pleafure pain is oft. 1mbxbcd.
He hates, in others, that, which in }umfelf
He loves ; defpifes what he cannot gain ;
And, fuffering envy to corrode his breaft, !
Fofters the poifon that deftroys his peace.
Urged on by paflion, and inflamed with ho’pc,
Wxth heightened expettation, and milled
By erring reafon s ditates, alt hls views
Ot mere imaginary things are placed,

On the falfe glitter of delufive joy.
Virtue is flighted, and her influence {corned.

I Anxious
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- Anxious he roves from {cene to fcene, in quefl .
Of things to gratify defire ; but, led

By partial n/o_tjgns., never gains his end.

At empty bubbles, which enchant the fight,
Delight the fancy, and excite defire,

He grafps, and catches but the fleeting air.

Then difappointed expeQation comes.

The difappointed, ever on the jar,

Feel all the pangs of anguifh and regret. .

Too often heated fancy paints a pearl,

A real treafure, in an empty theme ;

Which, when procured, but furfeits and difgufts. .
Too oft illuded, and as oft deceivc;i,

Man fill perfifts, is difappointed &ill 5 4

Yet ftill purfues imagihary joy,

And his acquirements jeer at all his hopes.

‘The rofe, that blooms fo fair, he fain wou.ld feize 3

Its
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Its foliage, alas, drops off—=frail thing !
The briarhingé his hand ; the only pn'z‘e
He gains, 2 bramble ; the only pleafure, pai::.
But folid judgment, flationed at the helm
Of fancy, moderates to noble views.
It regulates the pafﬁons; and the breaft
Refigns to focial virtue’s gentle {way.
As things material are inadequate
" To exp:c&ation, and refined defire,
Hope; wanton hope, oft meets with a reverfe.
’Tis'mcntal food aloné can fatisfy
A being, immaterial in his make,
Of focial nature, and whofe blifs is love.

For folid pleafure things of vanity

Were ne’er intended. - Their poflefion yxclds :

Small fatlafa&xon even to narrow fouls.

True virtue’s focial fweets, the harmonies

99

of
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Of generous fpirits, conflitute the charms,

And dear felicities of life ; although

In deep obfcurity immured ; and where

Nor wealth, nor trymp of fame were ever knows,
Hail tranquil 'folitude ! thon fweet retreat,

‘Where virtuousmindsoftloveto dwell ; and where,

Seclufe from poife, they cherifh finer flames,

Thouvgentlc nurfe of meditation pure !

Thy haunts are facred to the penfive mind,

Congenial to divine philofophy,

Sweet to the foul of mufeful man. There glide

The hours unruffled with a ﬁlkgq wing ;

Nor moleftation e’er invades thy paths

Unknown to buftle. Nor temptation finds

An avenue, to enter thy refort

Beloved ; but is debarred with all its train.

Confcie.ncg, with thee, its purity preferves ;

The

R
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The mind is free from enx}y’s fling ; the heart
‘Unfullied, and the bofom crowned with peace.
Thou art the CO;\lﬁﬂe of the penfive mind,

The noify city, of the giddy throng.
Oblequious ever to refleftion calm,

To rich improvement, in thy pleiﬁng walks,
Sweet {olitude, the medita—live mind,

Free from the.ﬂattcring whimfies of the world,

[ 4
Is c’er indulgent to the dreams of thought.

"There dwells tranquillity of mind ; which, clear

: As morn unelpuded, gives refletion fcope ;

And, ever bufy on delightful themes,
Creation {cans, the monuments of art
Defcries, and their effef on human kind
Difcovering, hopes fuccefs to virtue’s reign,
To fcience, to fociety, and man.

Some, whofe purfuit is glory and applaufe,

T2 " Difcarding
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Difcarding every fympathy of foul

Refined, and pleafures of a moral life,
Devoid of principle and honeft views,

The golden treafure feize, the palm of wealth,
Flutter in opulence and rich attire,

Inall t‘hc pomp and fplendour of a court,

In affluency great ; but foon, alas,

Stern fortune frowns difaftrous, and involyes
Their gaudy .glory ia obfcurity !

They feem for moments happy, only feem,
And thien are deftined to anxicty.

How fickle fortune blafls the hopes of men !
How firangely fhe upfets their high raifed {chemes !
In every fiage of life, through every fcene,

She, watchful, i;ceks to full ambition down,
High-browed ambition ; and would fain conform
To virtue and humility the mind,

Some

v et o
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Some, trivial, run adiffipated ;x'ound,

- Regardlefs of the impending ills of life ;

Others, {ecurely carelefs of their end,
Important end ! wafte time in flothful eafe ;
Some, aftive, in accumulating w.ealzh,

And covetous, deny them{elves the fruit,
Their labour yields ; dnd others, pr'odigal,

Are brought to pinching poverty and want.

_ All fain would travel pleafure’s flowery road ;-

Arid while they run the chafe of golden hopes,
The gay career in giddy circles run,

And of elyfian tranfports fondly dream,

- The flecting moments rapidly depart ;

Hours, days, weeks, months, and feafons rol] away,
And life is dwindled to oblivious dreams,

Age iqurccptibly fteals o’er the bloom

Of youth ;. manhood asrives, and foon is gone ;

Then
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’ Then ficknefs, with her defolating train,
. All ghaftly, ominous with dire difeafe,’
Inftils her poifon through the human framé, _
And, fatal, weakens all the {prings of life.
Then, like the leaves in éutumn, which el\apfc
‘When touched by froﬁ,'wc‘dro:op and fall away,
Time draws the curtain round, and thuts the fcene
Of human aftion, Then the foul is left,
To feel too confcious of eternity,
To realize its worth and juft deferts.
Thus to all thofe, who void of virtue’s boon,
To the bafe fhrine of avaricious views, |
The enjoyments facrifice of focial life,
“The emoluments of fa'mc are vanity,
 Allits purfuits are dreams, its joys deceit,
Thrice bleffed is he, who alls the wifer parf H
Who keeps himfelf unfpotted from the werld,
And
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And unintangled in its treacherous wiles,
‘Who thinks he’s happy, is the happier man,

Enjoyment crowns his wifhes, and repletes

Defire. Content he does not hope for that, -

‘Which never was defigned for virtuous ufe.
But not alone we {fee ambition ftalk,
Trampling on virtue, to the fhrine of gold
Advancing ; but caéricious vanity,
The child of beauty and of ﬂattei’ing vile,
We fee, inflate with pmécry and whim,
Thefe are the worft fcciucers of the world ;
Adverfe to friendfhip and morality,
Beauty, extrinfical, is but a name ;
A gift of nature ; an adaptednefs

To ?lca{c the fancy, or delight the eye,

105

*Tis true, its kindling power is great ; and who,

‘What heart, that when its magic beaming eye

Darts
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Darts potent in{piration, can refift ?
In youth it charms ; in middle age it fades,
And faturates the fenfe, and then decays.

When in my boyhood, fondly I obferved
The fair ; their geniufes and tempers marked
. With critic eye. Myfa hcy was well pleafed
‘With virtue, even in the morn of life,
Nor was my heart unfecling of the flame
And amorous impulfe, mature early gave.
Beauty with virtue j?ined, oft won, ("as told
With freedom for *twas innocent) ah, won
A conqueft o’er my little fluttering heart,
Enraptured I beheld, with wanton eye,
The red rofe bloflom on the fair one’s cheek,
Whobreathed of fprir:g ; whofe rofy lip thed fweets
Ambrofial ; and whofe breaft too felt the flame,
While I perceived the magic of her eye,

* The
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The voice of love {oft-whifpered to my heart ;
The modeft red-enkindling blufh befpoke

My paflion, and its innocence b'etrayed.' .

The beauties of the field, then too, I loved,
Admired to ramble with the little lafs,

And crop the flowers of {pring. - The ftripling boy.
Knowsmore, feels more, far more than fame allows.

Nature is often lavifh with her gifts,

And, when beftowed on fcmaics, be it kept

A fecret ; for to intimate the thought,
"Is dangerous ; makes them vain ;. and vanity

May virtue, modeft virtue, never know.

It diffipates the mind, corrupts the heart,

And makes fweet females {upercilious prufics.

But why fhould thofe, who ought in tendernefs
To nourifh virtue in the female breaft,

To fan the graces,and prevent the fall

Of
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Of inpecence 3 why fhould they dare to inftil
The poifonous flame? by thoughts unchafte,exprefied
In {moother terms, ;Nhy flatter to betray ?
To injure {weetnefs, {atiate, and defpoil ?
Why raze the temnple on which virtue builds
Her throne ; where, like the empre(d of the night,
In modeft eminence, fhe fain would fhine ?
Who flatters, is of impud\cncc poflefled :
Who does it to infpire with vanity,
Is inimical to fair virtue’s caufe ;
And bafe the wretch who flatters to feduce !
Too oft unfe,cling inhumanity
Has watched, with diffolute intent, the path,
Where female virtue innocently walked,
Unconfcious of the harm, Too oft are worth
And thriving glory blafted in their bloom.:

O, human f{pecies, what vile infamy

Would
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Would ftigmatize thy race, did female worth
. Hear wantonly to ﬂatic’ry’s rant, and yield,
With unreferve, to libertine intrigye,
Still virtue fometimes falls. But did the fair
The wiles of fycophants difcountenance,
Brand the deceiver with deferved difgrace,
And make unblemifhed honour, open truth, '
" And mental charms, the {tandard of their {miles 3
Virtue would flourith with unrivalled growth,
Would triumph o’er the fall of viee, and add
New rays to human glory, Meeknefs, then,
Would fmooth the brow of confciout innocence,
With down-caft looks and fafcinating charms
When modéﬁy forfakes them, lovelinefs
Departs, and every beauty difappears, '
Blefled is the purer heart, that vanity

Ne'er tainted, {weet the guilelefs countenance

K of
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Of honefty, and eminent the mind, .
That dignity to human nature fhows,
Through the bright mirror of morality.,
' Complacent manners, unaffetted eafe,
And difpofitions fweet, which indicate
Refinement, ever charm congenial minds.
In purer ages, when -brave honour met
'i'he approving {mile of virtue with delight ;
‘When lovers frank, in fondnefs entertained
The lafs, with feats their valpﬁ;-,had atchieved,
Or with the inftru&ive tale of fimple truth ;
Thes bafe difguife and flattery were unknown.
To give the worthy deed its due applaufe,
“'Was virtue’s plea, and ﬁ:erii’s {ure reward.
The blootning fair then lent their manners mild,-
To foften roughnefs in the ruder fex,

And flole becoming dignity from them.
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By mutual aids, rulticity a'cqni.i‘e‘d': v

Refinement delicate and gentler mould PR

And weak effeminacy, nobler grace.

The benefit, alternately derived,

Gave affability and worthteeach. -

No vain applaufe intruded on'the rules

Of decéhcy ; nor did infatfate thirft

Of gold eradicate, from man, a fenfc

ijuf‘ticc; nor a love of virtuous deeds.
Flat.ter‘y, the common fofterer of guile,

In modern times, by freakifh belles and beaus,

Obtains the fmoother fenfe obf compliment, .

Still, with its blandifhed foftnefs, its effe@s

Are rankling poifon in the unguarded heart.

I¢ learns the fair to cultivate decait, .

And flight the brilliant talents of the mind.

Some paint, drels fine, afflume affefled airs, '
' . And,
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And, prigu‘n,ing at the mirror, wafte the day,
To fancy they are pretty : fondly dote

On their imagined, but uxreal charms,

And fofter dear deception of themfelves.

Have you not fcen a peacock‘ ftrut fuperb,
With flirts and turns, with oftentatious plumes,
And gaudy fhow ? and did the dazzling fight,
With colours fplendid, beautify his legs ?

Nor does the vefture of the gay coquette,

The affefted air, the prim, and painted cheek,
Add graces or accompli{hments‘of mind.
Often, too often is intrinfic worth, .

For beauty, ﬂighted ; and the glowing cheek,
That nature decks, by paint uncomely daubed.
Strange, that the {prightlieft fancy fhould be cloyed
Wi'th native grace, to have recourfe to art !
The well mixed colours and the gentleft touch,

Far
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Far from adorning nature’s images,
. Of nice perfedion, tarnifh and deform,
The painter, though his tafte be exquifite, )
Can never add a beauty to the rofe.
‘With curious and minute bbferving eye,
Witlr fine difcernment, pleafed he may perceive

Its'mingICd tinges and proportioned fhades ;
He fees, admires thofe beauties, pencil ne'er
Can fteal, nor artifts imitate cxa&_ ;
Although the tints be delicately fine,

And laid with lightly-fingered fkill, and nice.
Hence, why does female vanity attempt,

To grace the ch?ck, too fair to be adorned ?
The finer pi'cces, drawn with mafter ftrokes,
May pleafe a moment, carelefsly beheld ;
But cannot captivate, like images I

Ke ' By
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By nature’s {elf portrayed. The blooming cheek,
The ruby lip, the brightly fparkling eye,

And comely fet of features, vivified

With life and health, are obje&s beautiful,

Too beautiful for art to emulate 3

And’the fupcrior. graces of the mind,

Ever unfolding with ftill brighter charms,

Can captivate, when nature’s beauties fade ;

And when the mimic arts no more can pleafe.
See yonder ! in the gaudy pride of ftate,

The rofe-bud, fportive, vibrates to the brecze,

Exhaling {fweeteft odours, Softening dews, -

Mellifluous, yield a putriment benign,

Which prompts its growth, expands its foliage ;

And there it giows the beauteous pride of fpring.

Its matchlefs graces charm the fight ; and though,

On either fide, ¢nvironed by the thorn,

It
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1t flourifhes unfoiled, and {ports unharmed,
Emblem of genuine virtue ! which nor pride
Of lifc, nor lure of gold, nor beauty’s power,
Cin elevate, intice, or overcome, 4
Sweet emblem alfo of afpiring youth,
W.hé fport upon the tide of fame, and fwell
With high defire, and emulating hopes.
Beguiling are thy beauties I Ruddinefs,
Feftivity, and fweets in thec combine,
The garden owes to thee its m;tchlefs grace
And priftine grandeur : and ingenuous youth,
Their fond defires of merited applaufe,
To virtue owe. The precious jewel this,
On which depends true eminence in life.
Fair virtue is the pride of youth, the rofe
The garden’s pride.  But youth ne’er reprefent =
,The charms of virtue in {o pleafing light,
And
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And ftriking, as the garden {hows the rofe.
Still virtue, even amid the blalls of time,
Buds and expands ; though oft embarriffed much 3
And, if with heavenly principle combined,
‘When winged to milder funs, in glory bcams,
And flourifhes in ever brightening bloom.
While cropped, perhaps, by fome mclemcnt hand,
Or withermg on its flalk, the rofe cxplrcs H
Its tinges fadee and every charm dccays.
Twwe, thrice two days it bloomed, perhapsa week ;
Then fudden, from its boafted grandeur, pomp,
And heightened glory, to oblivion fell ;
As falls all outward beauty and its pride.

One youth, though intke bloomofhealth, andgay
in harmlefs merriment, unknown to care
. Perplexing ; though'in cagcf fearch of fame,
Urged by defire and emulation warm ;

Which,
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Which, if e'er gratified, give ardency
Tootherhopes;though ftrowedwith flowershis path;
Though pleafure {miles in every chafe ; one youth,
And only one, is there for man defigned.

He rifes into life, runs giddy rounds

Of flattering joy, fcigetful of its chc.axs,

And of the hurrying years, Age after age
Succeeds ;- and treacherous.illufive time,

With fwift-winged flight, in Lafty guile ftcals on, '
To bury all its grandeur in the duft,

Or, rather elfe, to obliviate its crimes.

Nature is flxbje& to perpetual wafte ;

And foon forgotten are the exploits of men.,

The deeds of hero’s, fnighty boafts of fame,

Qf art, and all the wongders of the world, -

Are walting falt the memory to evade, L.
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The feafons are a type of human life,
wa, as the green fcene opens, bud the trees,
And put forth young-eyed infancy awhile ;
Now gaily bloffor'in the pride of youth ;

Now gather all their nourithment, in ftrength

Of manhood ; then, mature, give up their {poils,

And yield obedient to the blafis of time,
Like fpring, when vegetative vigour works,

ipfufmg fecret influence through the tribes

Of rifing fonﬁs, and bcaﬁty’s fairy train,

The youthful mind, fufceptible and‘war’m

Of feeling, fhows the pleafing habitudes

Of viitue in its thriving ftate, ere yet

The briars of ambition, and the cares

Of bufier age, infringe upon its growth,

7 Then nature’s di@ates, throbbing at the heart,

In harmlefs mirths and fenfibilities,

Attachments
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Attachments warm and amorous flames, and all
The kind affeftions of congenial fouls,
Excite to habits moral and humane.
Friendfhip diffufes {weets ; and fympathy
Mingles carefles in all fcenes of life,
Virtue’s bleft offspring ! qualities moft dear,
In human nature, and in focial joys |

When with difaftrous fate the breaft is'torn ;
And goodnefs, fadly injured, is compelled
To grieve, {weet fympathy her aid beﬁows,
Pours confolation’s balm in every wound,
Endeavours to infpire, with l;znignt cale,
The bofom, gives exhilaration fweet
Of mind, and wakes vivacity of thought,
Ingenuous fpirits with immingling fires
Conécnial, ratified by long proved love, -

Proffer affection, fhow attachment warm;
t

" And
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And blend their feclings in one common lot.

Then far avaunt, ye fadly lingering hours,

Nor enter where concordant paflions reign! - ».

For mutual pleafures e’er untainted flow,

Where dwellthe genorous, where the virtuous dwell,

That lovely tendernefs of foul ﬁr;cere,

Which care diffolves and mitigates diftrefs,

And the kind heart that vibrates at our joy,

Are blefled ingredients,qf [weet fympathy,

She lends her {miles reviving, kindles hope,

The afpe fad difpels, regales the foul,

Averts corroding forrows from the mind,

And wins it over to a mirthful mood,

Or when kind fortune {miles, fhe heightens joy §

And cheerfulnefs leads an the happiér hours,
Spirits refined and virtuous coalefce,

Their tempers, mutual, harmonize fincere ;

And
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And intimacy ratifies the bond.

*Tis this difcovers qualit‘ies humane,
Which more attra&, the more we realize
Their merits, Oft has intimacy found
The jewel prc::ious, that negleft concealed,

Merit, not fhowy, not too fond of fame,

‘And eminent above the groveling arts

Of flattery in difguife, and boafting rant,
Is ndbly humble ; keeps herfelf feclufe ;
And by the p'aﬂing throng is not difcerned,
But intimacy {lrips the mantle off, _—
Unfolding treafures of confummate worth,

How happy to indulge the cordial glow,
Of focial feeling, friendthip called ! Herein
Thg finer joys confift of mutual man.
The foul exhilarating intercourfe
Of bland philanthropy gives tardy time

L A {wiftly
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A fwiftly-flecting pinion to be gone,
Embezzling all our pains, and leaving fweets
Her votaries to blefs, When anxious theught
Sorrows the brow, and caufes grief acute,
Mingle with friends ; the cordial ha;zd beflow ;
Cheer up your fpirits ;- every care difpel,

And let hilarity complete the joy.

Mirth in its proper time is innocent :

Not incompatible with virtue’s rules ;

Nor has-unbappy influence on the mind,

A friend—how .dear the name ! a friend fincere, ‘
that comprehenfion in the term ! a friend,
Joyous, I once poffefled—anather felf.

May rofes amaranthine .deck his urn ;

Love crown his memory. He fell, when young,
A lucklefs vi€tim to an early tomb !

In bloom of life he fell ; not like the flower

Autumnal,
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Autumnal, lapfing'in an age mature ;

But like a lily of the vernal morn,

That bloomed awhite ; but faded ere ’av;'u noon, -

Such the myfterious calls of rrovipENCE !

His gentle virtue blofomed like the rofe,

Promifed much benefit to man ; but foon,

A, fudden, gained a paffport to the fkies ¢
Though lawlefs paffions falfe, enkindled warm

By heated fancy, to infatuate rage,

Lofe, fhorfly.lofe their irritated glow,

And turn to cold retalisting guilt 5

Still there’s a flame, that Hourifltes in growth

Immortal, And sithough the fordid foul,

Ignoble, unacquainted with the charms

Of friendthip and the power of fympathy,

Scoff at the affeCtions, kindled at the fhrine

Of virtue ; it ne';r leflens, but augments

The
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The joys of thofe who feel them, Genuine {weets -

Of friendfhip can be realized by thofe J

Alone, who ﬁ:erit, tafte, and are revived :

- Who never knew difguife ; whofe open brow

Meets virtue’s fmile, and fpeaks a kindred foul.
Where ¢’crthe graces fhine, in mental powers,

Or outward a&ion; where affe@ions kind '

And charity their benefits diffufe ;

There virtue dwells, fociety to blefs.

. Holding dominion o’er the human mind,

She humbles vanity, ambition curbs,

And moderates them to benigner rule,

No vengeful paffions, then, control within ;

~ Nor a&ioﬁs, of immoral caft, difgrace

The human fpecies. Peace with union dwells,

By fcience’ beams enlightcned; by fine arts

Exalted, warmed by virtue, human minds

New
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New mould rt:ceive; ; and pure refinement reigns,
Aufpicious reigns, to harmonize the world.

Thus having ranged the field of nature, found
Ingredients for refletion to advance
Her works; thence traced the a&tive powcrs of man’
JIn mimic mgenultxes, and marked
. Refinement, as o’er human mtelle&
It fweetly flole ; imagination lowers

Her pinions, and participates repofe.

ES
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By nature’s {elf portrayed. The blooming cheek,

The ruby lip, the brightly fparkling eye,

And comely fet of features, vivified

‘With life and health, are obje&s beautiful,

Too beautiful for art to emulate ;

And'the fupcrior. graces of the mind, |

Ever unfolding with ftill brighter charms,

Can captivate, when nature’s beauties fade ;

And when the mimic arts no more can pleafe.
See yonder ! in the gaudy pride of ftate,

The rofe-bud, {portive, vibrates to the breeze,

Kxhaling fweeteft odours, Softening dcws,..

Mellifluous, yield a nutriment benign,

Which prompts its growth, exp?mds its foliage ;

And there it giows the beauteous pride of fpring.

Its matchlefs graces charm the fight ; and thoughy

On cither fide, environed by the thorn,

It
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It flourifhes unfoiled, and fports unharmed.
Emblem of genuine virtue! which nor pride
Of life, nor lure of gold, nor beauty’s power,
Cin elevate, intice, or overcome, '
Sweet emblem alfo of afpiting youth,
Who fport upon the tide of fame, and fwell
With high defire and emulating hopes.
Beguiling are thy beauties | Ruddinefs,
Feftivity, and {fweets in thee combine,
The garden owes to thee its m;tchlcfs grace
And priftine grandeur : and ingenuous youth,
Their fond defires of merited applaufe,
To virtue owe. The precious jewel this,
On which depends true eminence in life,
Fair virtue is the pride of youth, the rofe
The garden’s pride. But youth ne’er reprefent -
"1‘he charms of virtue in fo pleafing light,
And
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And fhriking, as the garden fhows the rofe.
Still virtue, even amid the blafts of time,
Buds and expands ; though oft embarraflfed fnuch';
And, if with heavenly principle combined,
When winged to milder funs, in glory beams,
And flourifhes in ever brightening bloom. ‘
While cropped, perhaps, by {fome inﬁlcment hand,
Or 'withering'on its flalk, the rofe expires ;
Its tinges fade?' ; and every charm decays.
Twice, thrice two days it bloomed, pex;hapsa week ;
Then {udden, fron; its boafted grandeur, pomp,
And heightened glory, to oblivion fell ;
As falls all outward beauty and its pride.
One youth, though in tke bloom of health,and gay

I\n harmlefs merriment, unknown to care

v Perplexing ; thoughAin cager fearch of fame,
Urged by defire and emulation warm ;

Which,
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Which, if e’er gratified, give ardency

To other hopes;though ftrowedwith flowers his path;
Though pleafure {miles in every chafe ; one youth,
And only one, is there for man defigned.

He rifes into life, runs giddy rounds

Of flattering joy, fcrgetful of its chc'ats,

And of the hurrying years, Age after age
Succeeds ;- and treacherousillufive time,

With fwift-winged flight, in hafty guile feals on,
To bury all its grandeur in the duft,

Or, rather elfe, to obliviate its crimes,

Nature is iixbje& to perpetual wafte ;

And foon forgotten are the exploits of men,

The deeds of hero’s, mighty boafts of fame,

Of art, and all the wonders of the world,. :

Are wafting falt the memory to evade, Cs
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The feafons are a type of human life,
Naw, as the green fcene opens, bud the trees,
And put forth young-eyed infancy awhile 3
Now gaily .bloﬁ'om'in'thc pride of youth ;
Now gather all their nourifhment, in ftrength
Of manhood ; then, maturé, give up their {poils,
And yield obedient to the blafts of time.

Like {pring, when vegetative vigour works,
infuﬁng fecret influence through the tribes
Of rifing forn;s, and bcat;\ty’s fairy train,
The youthful mind, {ufceptible and warlm
Of feeling, fhows the pleafing habitudes
Of vistye in its thriving flate, ere yet
The briars of ambition, and the cares
Of bufier age, infringe upon its growth,
Then nature’s di@ates, throbbing at the heart,
In harmlefs mirths and fenfibilities,

Attachments
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Attachments warm and amorous flames, and all
The kind affe&ions of congenial fouls,
Excite to habits moral and humane,
Friendfhip diffufes {fweets ; and fympathy
Mingles carefles in all fcenes of life.
Vir.tue’s bleft offspring ! qualities moft dear,
In human nature, and in focial joys |

When with difaftrous fate the breaft istorn ;
And goodnefs, fadly injured, is compelled
To grieve, fweet {ympathy her aid bcflbws,
Pours confolation's balm in every wound,
Endeavours to infpire, with l?nignt cafe,
The bofom, gives exhilaration fweet
Of mind, and wakes vivacity of thought,
Ingenuous {pirits with immingling fires
Conémial, ratified by long proved love, - v

Proffer affeflion, fhow attachment warm,
X ;

" And
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AS the bright day ftar wakes the radiant morn,

And crimfon beams the expanfive eaft adorn,
+ Man roufes from the bed of fweet re‘pofc,

With g&&n hopes his ardent bofom glows,

Purfues the chafe of many a toilfome round,

The fphere of glory all -his-a&ions bourd.

‘When emulation’s fires the mind control,
, Al:ld fmooth applaufes touch the afpiring foul,
) : The:
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The ix;gcnuo?s bofom feels a confcious pride,
And moves, exulting, on the rifing tide.
Should we expatiate o’cr the rount.l of care,
The various aftions of the fcene compare,
View every movément, every bofom fcan,
And mark the motives which prevail on man ;
Though different paffions rife, we ftill fhould find,
That love of praife controls the general mind.
Flufhed with fond wifhes we purfue our end,
Yorm varieus ptojes, and for fame ¢ontend,
Strive with impatience to acquire renown,
Hope never fails, though adverfe fortune frown,
*Tis emulation prompts the frecboin mind,
In fearch of truth and fentiment refined,
Excites a fond defire for true appliuft,
Bids us with-ardour rifc in virtue’s caufe,

S Inftre&
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Inftru& mankind, where fireams of pleafure roll,
And godlike reafon teach to guide the foul,
But when wrong motives in the brealt confpire,
Aumbition, rag.i'ug, fets the foul on fire, |
Infatiate avar,ic.;, with fraud profane,
Slights all for treature, forfeits heaven for gain,
Flies to the realms where copious ftores unfold,
And makes the foul a proftitute to gold.
Craefus, Lucullus, with vain glorious aim,
In fparkling coffers won ignoble fame,
In pomp refulgent fhone fuperbly great,
‘While gaudy {plendour decked the pride of flate,
But vain is wealth, and vain is fumptuous fhow,
Vain the delights falfe ‘glory can hoftow ! |
Yet man, the fame in cvei-y circling age,
Fecls difappointment fire his foul with rage:
In

/
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In every;breaft the fame defires prevail,
And the fame paflionsrife, when efforts fail,
And while within the fphete of toil confined,
He meets difafters which diftra@ his mind.
There tortured envy fneaks in low difguife ;
There difcord reigns, and rankling feelings rife,
Here heavenborn virtue dwells feclufe from broils ;
There vice.is plodding his infernal wiles,
Some form vile ftratagems to effe@ their views,
Allure the kind and poignant rancour ufe,
Thus bafe Pizarro, though a fpecious friend,
Harboured the intrigue and malice of a fiend,
Many who ftand revered in ftatefman’s gown,
‘Whofe altions gain the fan&ion of renown,
Shine forth, confpicuous, inthe blaze of flate,
) ~ Seek the diftinguithed honours of the great,
- h Flourith



FAME a1 POEM. 133

Flourith in politics and learning’s pride,

The curious fubtilties of law decide,

Form the fair plea, and, eloquently loud,

Roll off their periods to the admiring crowd.
Some, fage in council and auguitly bold,

With warm endeavour polifhed fenfe unfold,
Seem a;nxious to promote their country’s caufe,
And ftrive to gain the fummit of applaufe.

See zealous Tully with high honours crowned,
And living laurels on his temples bound !
‘With magic 'powers of elocution armed,

He caught attention, every mind alarmed,

Roufed patriotifm in a falliné ftate,

*And fnatched his country from difaftrous fate,

Richelieu, with pleafing hopes of glory fired,
By fly intrigue for boundlefs powc'r confpired.

M Woolfey
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Woolfey and Walpole felt the glowing flame,
"And proved xﬁem dupes to flattery and fame.
See warriors, all enraged with thirft of blood, .
Deluge vaft empires in a crim{on flood. |
They ride, exulting, in the martial field,
Bear off the trophies their proud conquefts yi\eld,‘
Drag captured fubjeéts bound in hottile chains,
Laugh o’er their fyfferings and infult their paing,
Such are the effefts of falfe ambition dire !
For falfe ambition kindles fierce defire.
Frantic with fury, and inflate with prid®,
Famed Alexander ftrove for empire wide,
Made nations'tremble at his ravenous {word,
Let loofe his paffion, and their bofom gored.
- From loweft bafis populous realms he huyled,
And ftood the unrivalled conqueror of the world.

Great
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Great Charlés of Swedeén, in refulgent car,

And Lewis, famous, braved the front of war,

Struggled fo? glory with impetuous aits,

Untheathed the dagger to emblaré their fame.
Wealth, conquéfts; and political difplays

Are crowned with wreaths and amaranthine bays,

Although the niotive and the end be witng),

They win the favour of the vulgar tlﬁong.

~ The rich have fought with perfevering care,

Great politicians, ardent, aited to fhare,

And fanguine heroes firove, in hopes to gain,

A fleeting bubble treacheroufly vain : l

And, as they feized the prize, it-dvérjoyed; |

But foon it broke, and difappointment cloyed.

Mare trifles pleafo ; and phantoms feen like.gems ;

But the fond-hind that grafps, av onée condemns,

Delufive
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Delufive fortune blafts the keen defire,
Humiliates pride, and checks ambition’s fire.

Now may the r;xufe difplay the nobler mind,
‘Where virtue and the love of fame combined ;
‘Where with benignant {ceptre wifdom reigned,
Smiled concord round, and true applaufe obtaincd,

With patriotic firmnefs, martial zeal,

Turenne, heroic, fought the public weal,
France reared a Henry, who illuftrious fhone, .
Rode the triumphal car, adorned the throne,
Was per TwQis country’s caule, -
.And bade his'fubjc&s yield w\afon’s laws,
By fapient rules the Medici* loné reigned ;
And
® An illufirious family of Flovence ; w\lz\o, under
the aufpicies of virtue, long flousifked, and dzfufed the
benefits of falutary government over a happy pcoﬂz‘.
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And the famed Incas* due fubmiffion gained,
Difpenfing juftice they acquired renown,
Planted the alive, bore the laurelled crown,
With tranfport fmiled to fee vaft empires ri*,
While virtue wen the plaudit of the fkies.
And fee ths patriot Pitt with warmth approve,
When brave Columbia for her freedom ﬁfo‘;ﬁ.
See him in Britain’s courts our caufe defend,
And, ftrenupus, with imperious lords contend,
With pleaﬁﬁg gefture, with enraptusing eyes,
And flathing thought, he bade. the paflions rife.
) His

* Peruvian kings, the worthy defcendants of Mango
Capac, who civilized and founded their empire, The gou-
ernment continued wifely regulated under thefe, his fuc-

ceffors, untid defiroyed By the Spaniards, in the fifteenth

-

ce Roz, Hift, of America.

CERLUTY,

Me
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. His eloquence in mighty torrents rolled,

O’erwhelmed aflemblies, and the mind controled.
A Paul, 2 Calvin, and a Knox once ﬂlonc,\

Diffufed blefled light on diftant realms unknown,

Taught the wide world, illumed the general mind, .’

And proved the grand reformers of mankind,
‘Though men in every fphere, and every agey

In the purfuii of popular fame engage,

Encounter cares, fatigues, and conftant toils,

None but the truely great deferve her fmiles,
From wealth, the \forum, and the martial field,

May fmoother numbers to fair fcience yield.

Her generous province is to deck the fouly

The favage wilds of pa{ﬁoz; to comtrol,

To light the bofom with celeftial grace;

And blazon with renown the human race,
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May man, enraptured, her vaft field explore,
Bid ignorance perplex the mind no more,
Crop the delicious flower, that {cents the gale,
And, placed on virtue’s temple, glory hail,
‘When the fine arts and literature refined,
Diffufe their influence o’er the ingenious mind ;
When meptidfm is o’ereome by truth,
And prcijudice debared the breaft of youth ;
When falfehood, bigofry, and nonfenfe fail,
And fimple manners flourith and prevail ;
Then frecdoin, worth, and eminence arife,
And genius ripens for the blifsful fkies.
Bright as the luftre of the vernal mbm,
Science ! thy beams Columbia’s plains adorn.
Still fhed thy radiance on the expanding mind,

And teach thy generous fons to blefs mankind !

ogo
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EFFOR’IS or GENIUS.

SEE the bold gemus, with feraphic vxews,
;magmatxon ’s {';armg powers unloo{'c, 1. -
With joy the vaft of nature to explore,

And in ftriét limits acquicfce n;) more !
Now with raifed efforts he pervades the {kies,
Sees ws;rlds revolve, and diltant planets rife ;

And, wrapped in contemplation’s joyous maze,

Feels ali the ardour of angelic praife.
' Still
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Still wixerc’s the genius that can fully fecan
Wifdom’'s all perfe€t and harmonious plan §
What being lebfs than infinite can trace,

The cREAT FIRST CAUSE, or find an end to fpace !
Through boundlefs realms of ether fyftems roil,
Kept in due dlr'der by divine control.

In beauteous arder they revolve their {pheres ‘;
Where the surreMe in wonderous light-ﬁppears.
All nature’s works in high perfe&ion fhine,
Develope wonders, and befpeak defign,

Difplay confummate power, u.nrivallcd fkill,

And prove the glories of the fovereign will,

The mind, enkindled at the glowing fire
Of dawing fcience, waking to inf};ire
Its infant efforts, warm endeavour opes, -
Stretches its genius, brightens into hopes 3

And,

»
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And, as its ftruggling powers enlightened grow,
The more attained, the more it fees to know.
Something ftill pleafing in the wide expanfe,
Ever difclofing, further we »adva;cc, :
Becomes the objet of our next defire 3
And though we zealoufly to that afpire ;
Though ail we view before us is obtained,
Something is wanting that muft fill be gained.
Although unbounded knowledge we comprife,
Defires innumerable ftill arife,
Withing to {atisfy we ftill purfue ;
The more we learn, the further from our view,
 How many in the mental field have toiled !

S§me have inftrufted, others have beguiled ;
Some taug'ht the beauties of redeéming love,
Others the fantafies of fabléd]ovc ;

' N _ Some |
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Some how gay Iris paints her varied bow,

And how old ocean and the tides o’erflow ;
How rivulets in circling eddies rﬁn;

How planetary fpheres revolve the fun ;

How fire ele&ric pieroes through our frame,
And how man’s aftions merit praife or blame.
Many there are who fludy, fome who preach,
Too few who praice ; yet they all muft fcach,
" Some take erronceus reafon for thzir,guide,
Deceive the head, and ftore the heart with prides -
Others, with efforts warm, improve the ixm'nd,
Acquifc difcernment, and become refined,

Still, without praftice, léarning is but vain

‘When joined with wifdom it is Rerling gatn.

oge
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DECLINE or SCIENCE.

ATHENS, theregion oncemuchfamed for lore,
Athens, where fcience Hourithed, is no more :
Andthe knownland of Nile, on whofe proud towers,
The mind to great difcoveries bent its powers,
Explored each pianet rolling round its fphere,

Is now depraved, and {cience fheds a tear.
Thofe lofty pyramxds, of cloud topped heights,
Where aftronomic gemus took its flights,

Are fallen ! and vice, with all that poets feign,
Purfues their fall, and fcience weeps in vain.

Rome once affumed fair indcpendéncc’ crown,
Walked with the graces, and inl high renown,
Controled tixe nations, haughty kings o’ercome,
And gained the epithet, imperial Rome,
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That flourithing condition, now no.more,

Let all the friends of literature deplore, |

Greece, Rome, and Egypt, once in brightened ﬁafe,
Are fallen in the memory of the great ! .
Buthold ! why mourn thofe realms not row illumed P
Or why the Alexandrian rolls confumed ?

For {cience lives to.gp_xblaze the modern times,

And fhines peculiar in the weftern climes,

ogo
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POLITENESS.

OF FSPRING of pure good nature, generous art!
To adorn the condué, to difpofe the heart,

To give the a&tion grace, the m;ﬁmr eafe, .
Conciliatg feeling, and mankind to pleafe ;

To make the circle focial, joys difpenfe,
Communicate refinement and good 'fcnfc,

The ruder temper curb, the mild difplay,:

Ls thine, politenefs, never to betray,

ogo
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MORAL PROGRESS or MAN.

LONG ere the fun his beams had fhed,
Or ere the vaulted ﬂ;ics were {pread,
Dwelt an all fovereign Gob ;
At whofe Omgiﬁé nod,

Syftems emerged from fable void profound,

. And in immeafurable {fpheres rolled round.

Adam, placed in blifs refined,
Where creation, amply ftored,
Kindly ftored, to cheer the x_n‘ind,
Was the world’s primeval lord.
Eeneath propitious howers at reft,
The lovely fair one, in his arms,
Unfolding all her angel charms,

Kindled high raptures in his breaft,
Beauty
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Bea.ut); held a pleafing fway,
~ While Euphrates gently flowed,
idcn bloomed in fair array
" And dulcet fong enlivened the abode,
Happy, thrice happy ftate !
Bleffed with his maxzr’s fmiles,
Crowned with pleafure, free from toils,
Not a pain his bofom foils.
But hear, alas, the fequel of his fate !
From {eats of joy, he fell, to realms of wo.!
Juft fo the fall of heaven’s audacious foe ;
When the Dread-Sovereign on his regal throne,
Swift hurled him with his impious comrades down,
Down to chaotic darknefs dire !
Lightnings flafhed around their heads,
Thunders forced them to their beds,
Where ceafelefs vengeance feeds the raging fire.
’ Adam,
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Adam, for a felfifh pleafure,

Forfeited his blifsful treafure.
*Twas a foul ﬁcna feduced him from thofe {cenes,
An evil minded fiend, by fubtil means.
Armed with a flaming {word and looks of awc,
The juft avengers of a b@en law, ..

Gabriel defcended from above, .

To drive him from thofe fcenes of love,

‘Where mufic enlivaned the grove.
Relu&tantly and flow he moves along,

Still hears the melody of fong,

‘Which {weet]y ravifhes his ears ;

While fairy profpeéls, yet in view,

" Alarm his guilty mind anew ;

And, as he takes his laft adieu,

He turns, deje@ed, with a food qf tears,

Now
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Now under pain’s fevere control,
Grief harrows up his forrowing foul,
Doomed to laborious cares and toils,
To dire anxiety andl wo,
Deprived of blifsful Eden’s fmiles,
He bids adieu to happi‘nefs below,
" But hark, a Saviour’s voice |
Mountains and hills rebound,
Let guilty man rejaice !
Woo&s, rocks, and vallies echo back the fonnd;
Behold, a Gop from heaven Acfcends !
A clement Gop kind audience lends,
Pities the plaint of wo, -

-Subdues the infernal foe,
' Drops
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Drops a tear on human crimes,
Cheers the heart with gofpel found,
Gladdens creation round,

And makes man heir to happier, happier climes.

Such was thc goodnefs of redeeming rovs,
He parted from celeftial. qui}cs above,
Changed. a heavenly throne,
- For a thorny crown : :
And, as or; Calva::.y’s top he fleed,
S;e, fee the gulhing tears of bloed ¥
In mourning robes the (un was veiled ;
Thick darknefs brooded round ;
] The Saviour ta the crofs waé nailed 3
And nature trembled from its bafe profound.
| Then
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Then from his inmoft foul he fighed ;
Rocks rent in twain;

The hills were gricved, and gneved was cvcry plain}

He groaned ! he died §

Still folemn fccnes remain unfung,

Sull folemn fcenes employ my faltermg tongue.
Swifter than a ﬂream, .
Deluﬁv_e asa dream,
Timc; flies aw.'ay,
Makes no delay,

Steals us from every ftage,

And brings us to old age,

\{ark whence that woful groan !
Ab, from the fick man’s bed !

Trembling
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Trembling to pafs through fcenes unknown,
He raifes his difordered head, ‘
And ftares diftra&ted round !
Now blackeft horrour and furprife
Seize on his foul, gnd all his thoughts confound !
See how he gafps for breath,
And ftruggles on the brink of death !

Ah, faint, and pale, he dies !

Still lend an ear to my Pi%ric ftrain,
While the mufe tempts another height to gain,
Time havi;lg meafured off his round of years,
For judgment CHRr1ST in maj_ef&y appears.
Lo, Gabriel takes the trumpet, {wells the {ound,
The undulations wave abroad,
Fill all creation’s ample ro@d,
And earth and fkies rebound,

Nations,



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 155

Nations, attend the Bar of God !
" In folemn pomp they all appear ;
In folemn pomp with awful feary

In joy orb grief their final fentence hear,

Horrour now feizes every guilty heart !
In wild confufion they depart ;
With doleful yellings, agonizing groans,
With thoufand thoufand moans,
Deep plunging to the burning center,
Headlong_t!?ey enter,
Hells wide ya;ming doors,
A cataraét of r‘noltcn fire
O’cr the devoted fubje&s pours,
Andthehuge gatcs.are barredtill endlefstime ekpirc.
' Hell rings with jarrings of difcordant fouls,

And dire infernal rage the will contréls.

o) Meanwhilg
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Meanwhile the faints, triumphant, wing their way
To glorious manfions of unclouded day,
Hymning high anthems while they move along ;
Sweet is the concord, rapturcus is the Tong.
Meffiah leads them to the courts above,

And feals them, cordial, with eternal love.

Thus juftice lives, and mercy never dics ;

Gon fhallforeverreign blefled xzcent of the fkics.
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MORAL REFLECTION. -+
WHEN theinduflrioushand waves o'er the [6it -
Uncultere&, golden Ceres crowns the field, Y
And the roughwildvlya&efmﬁ‘es. Great caufeof joy,
Man’s honeft labour ever meets reward !

For all his arduous pains the autumnal {kies,
Aufpicious, yield him bleﬂ‘ed/ returns profufe,

But, when with bafe ingratitude his heart

Is puffed, the profpe@s change. Deftruftive frofts
Untimely fhed, or blighting mildew’s taints,

~ Or tempefls fierce, his expellations blaft,

And check his flattering hopes. The promifes,
The faireft promifes of fpring, are oft I
Nipped in the blofflom, Oft the boafted fpoils

Of autumn are, in feeming cruelty,

Arrefted

o
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"Arrefted by the violent winds, and made

Their delglating fport:  But man, ingrate, |

Be mute. For fome good end thy Maker’s frowns
Are e’er defigned, though feemingly unjutt. .‘ .
The way; of ynovxnskéz, although obfcure

‘To human reafon, never dare condemn.
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RISE or AMERICAN GLORY.

AMERICA, blefled region - once thy plains,
Whofe bofom now is ro'bed in cultered grace,
Were fhrouded in.a gloom, obfcure.and {ad,

As when o’er wafteful wilds a foreft dark

Cafts a bewildering dhade. Then rucicr man
Uncivilized, and ravenous moniters howled,
Terrific, through thy drear abode, and w;oods,
Mountains, and rocks were vocal with wild noifc,"
Loud-bellowing. But the general reign expired -
Of favage horrour in thy wildered clime., .

Our valiant fires embar](cd’thc rufled main,
O’er mighty billows made their cage; way,

Tempefls oilitbraved, controled the fhifting gales,

And hope, oft flattering, {miled upor fuccefs.

Q2 But, -

N
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But, having landed on this weftern fhore,

They changed the dangers of the threatening Ro}m,

Not for the expetted {cenes of quiet life

Domeflic ; whese might pratling infants prompt

The mingling glow of.paffion ; where might reign

The endearing charms of friendfhip ; but for fcenes

Of keen anxiety, where hufbands, wives,

And children f:ll obfequious te the fhaft.

1f haply refcued from the jaws of death,

Perpetual feae diftreffed the anxious mind

Difconfolate, and ftole :thc wonted reft.

Somctimcs,hmidnight, barbarian fiercenels peeped

Intothe wix;xdoxv of {fome lonely cot,

With haggard looks, ﬁre;ﬂa{hing eyes, and mouth,

Wide-yawning, to devour the haplefs pair,

An hour then fecx;;bd a tedious lingering day.
Such
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" Such wag the fortune of humanity }
The fufferings fuch of our adventurous fires }

Hard.{hi;;s in many a ghafily form they braved

163

Till heaven, propitious, {miled upon their toils,

And promifed triumph, liberty, and fame.
Blefled fcience then, o’er thefe benighted thore
Had not diffufed her influence ; nor the hand

Of culture thrown its mollient richnels round,

$

Thefe fertile climes, where populous cities rile,

In domes fuperb of preud magnificence,
To pleafe the finer tafte , and for the ufe
Of freeborn and enlightened man, then lay |
A defert wafle, a folitary bwild;
Now h‘appier ftars revolve ! far happier yea

Glide unmolefted on ; while {cience, peace,

rs

And pleafure reign combined ; fave where, fublime,

©hio rolls his deepening tide ; and where

The




w64  MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.

The wild tribes roam, in queft of innagence
And harmlefs prey, to {ate théi; bl'ood thirft jaws.
But, before many a feafon has elapfed,
Some happier genius fhall affume the {ong,
And, joyous, thu‘s, the aufpicious era hail,

No more of {ufferings in thy blifsful climes,
America, fuch as our fires endured !
No more of grim barbarians to moleft -
The lonely cottage ; to arreft, with hand
Inhuman, the dear infant from the breaft,
And the aﬁ'rig‘h!ed captive grind, in jaws '
Voracious ! Of unbounded woods, no more,

- Awful and vaft, to wrap in fable gloom,

The gliftening fields ; or to reféund the roar
Horrjfic, of cnfang.uincd beafts. No more
Of war's grim enfigns ; nor of fpacious plains,
Drowned in a crimfon flood ! Hail cherub peace !

The
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The olive flourifhes aulpicious here,

Unrivalled, n;:’ef to wither on its flalk,

Of ages ﬁde, when f{cience flept obfcure,

Of thefe no more ! for here the graces reign ;
Heré through the expanding mind refinement fteals,
And wins to harmony the jarring pm;lers.

Society is happy, man is blefled.

. .

e e b




166 _ MISCELLANEOUS POEMS,

POETICAL EPISTLE.

SAY,gcncrous worth, fincemoved by noble ends,
Since pureft joy on fympathy depends,

And fince our hearts are warmed with genuine fire,
Say, can th; glowing paffion foon expire ?
Difclofe the fecret wifhes of your heart,

Your bofom open, and your mindix_npart.
Laurillo’s breaft its ;Jative warmth retains, _
And feds thfa tran{ports that true frjendfhi p f_cx:gns.
If fwoln with grief, diffufe a healing balm,

And {oothe his troubled bofom to a calm.
Ilfinjured, fave, and let his name revive ;

Forget his foibles, and true love fhall live,

ogo
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POWER or SYMPATHY. -

SWEET fympathy diffufes tears
Confoling, when grieved virtue droops ;
Smiles when profperity appears,

‘With cheering hopes.

She pours Iweet fragrance o’er the mind,
When worn with care, deprefled with grief,
Infpires enlivening joys refined,

‘Which _g{ve relief,

Then all is mutual, all is love !
She wipes off, gently, every tear,
By kind endeavour ftrives to improve

‘The union dear,

Ingenuous
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Ingeruous worth fhall never weep,

Where {ympathy, bleffed power, ab’dés‘.; ‘

She fondly lulls the pair‘x to {leep,
And pleafure glides.

'

Time, {wiftly pamng, fteals Qway,
‘While fympathy her joys diffufe ;
Juft like the flowery days in May,

‘When»thi‘pvg_s_ amufe,

. Ah, rofy days, why ﬂcetiy glide !
Stay hafty mofnents, ftay awhile ;
Let youth thefe pteafing fcenes abide ,

Nor foon beguile,

gjut fvon, too foon, the vernal flowers,
Bluthing in every beauty gay,
‘Are blafted by autumnal fhowers

And fall away.

Then



MISCELLANE®OUS POEMS,

Then furly winter, bleak and drear,

When all cnchm’;ins {cenes are gone,

- And fmiling profpe&s difappear,

Comes rufbing on,

" 'With pinching frofts, with lowering clouds,

And many a tempeft, fwiftly borne,
In hoary robes creation fhrouds,

And all things mourn,

But lo,the enlivening fpring arrjves,
And nature fhines in verdure clad }

- Jult fo fweet fypppathy wevives

The mind when fad,

2

169



———

17e  MISCELLANEOUS POEMS.
RECIPROCATION..

COME,beautcous fair,with gently winning {miles,
Dwell in my arms, and fhare my love 3
Rolinda’s fmiles can fweeten all my toils ;

" And my efteem her joys improve,

With ch&rfﬂ gladnefs come, enchanting fair ;
My bofom is a {cat for thee 5

Come, thou fhalt ever dwell fecurely there,
From anguifh and from difcord free,

In friendfhip fhall our cordant hearts unite,
And all the fweet; of love e"m)loi 3

In pleafing parle we’ll gather foft delight
Sexes were formc(i for mutual joy.

‘While
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While in familiar converfe we engage,
The hours fhall roll ferene away 3
Nor fhall difcordant pailion ever rage,

Where Rollin and Rolinda ﬂ:af.

But fhould our bofoms be depreffed with grief,
The foothing balm we’ll gently ply ;
The balm of terlernefs fhall give relicf,

And check the tear in forrow’s eye,

Cusfed be the mifcreant, who fain would wrong
Sweet innocence and virtae fair ! B

May he be branded with difgrace as long,
As female cenfure fhall declare.

The wretch,fo v‘ﬁc,‘ thall have my lafting hate,
Shall be defpifed by all the good,
Be ftigmatized forever by the great,

And ftand eontemned,-as Cain once ftood,

o]
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To guard ingenuous virtue from deceit,
Proteét the innocent from harm,

Increafe their joys, and make their blifs cemplete,
Shall with delight their bofom warm.

Reciproeal enjoyments fweeten toils, -
And guilelels ravifhments impart ; -
Hence fweet Rolinda blefles me with {miles,

And in return receives my heart.:
Tane PLUME.
YE rofy hours,

When vernal flowers

The zaphyrs of the morn pexfume
Y;)df,chm impart,
To infpire my heart,

While I byt.cull a favourite plums, v
, A The
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.The rifing dawn
Gilds the bright lawn,
. Inftant makes ihadov;'y forms arife 3
‘ Makes Flora fmile, '

‘With magic guile,.
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And fpreads frefh crimdon round she Gkies.

- *All things are green ;
' Spring decks the feene ;

The fragrant blofloms of the troca; :
Their fwoets difpenfe, - _
Pleafing to fenfe,

And give rich favour 1o the breege,
‘The fhepherd wakes,

* His couch forfikes,.
* ‘And joyous walks the fields around,
Sees his flocks play,
Frolic and gay,
And hears the rivulets tinkling found.
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The citron gro;rcs,
‘Where warbling loves
Pour forth their wild-thrilled amor ous notes,
With playful eale,
Nod to the breeze,
.And f{ofily fweet the mufic foats,
O’erfhadowing bowers, ‘ \
» And !hinglin g flowers,
That fringe the banks of haunted rill 3
Shagged piles of rocks,
And towering oaks,
That'fhroud in frowns yon bordering kill ;
Vallies in bloom, 4
With rich petfume,
.And-every profpe& nature gilds,
Sublime or mild,
Cultured or wild,

‘Seme plumage to gay fancy yields.
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Pocts ! afpire,
Catch, catch the fire,
An;l let it flath from foul to foul,
Enchant each breaft,.
That all be blefled,

And yield to nature’s pure control,

Full, full of means,
Of various fcenes, -
~ To captivate and charm the fight,

She fhall e’er gain,
Each genius’ firain,

And be the topic of delight,

- Though Venus frown,

And Joire fend down

lis fabled thunders to affright ;
Though Ceres fail,
And Bacchus rail, »

And though Apolio owe us fpite ;
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Though
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Though all declare,
" And vengeful fwear,
We ne’er their honours ﬂuil alume,
Their fcoffs.- we'll fpurn,
- And in return,
Anfwer, that nature is sur plume,
Then f{hall the mind
Tafte [weets refmed,.
Engage in ftill. more rich employs ;
Nor be contm’leﬁ,
By heathen .mould,
But feaft its powers on higher joyw,

E- N Du
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