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READER.

S Superfluous as Prefaces feem,
A yet there is One Thing which
makes it, in &« Manner, Ne-
ceflary to prefix a few Lines to this
Volume, in l{’cgard there is an Occafion
given by the Objelfions {ome Gen-
tlemen have been lately pleafed to
make againft the Style of the Englifb
Tranflation. Thefe Perfons having,
by a very coftly Inquifitivenefs,
fjound and procured the Italian Co-
py of the Letters, and ‘compared
As them




- 70 the READER.

_them with the Englifb, pick many
Faults in the latter, which they
- would fain improve to the leflening
- the Reputation of the Twrkifl Spy,
or at leaft to the Heightning of their
own Chara&ers as #ts5 and Criticks,

Mafiers of Languages, and the Grand
Patentees of Human Senfe.

In the firft Place they fay, The
“Iralian Tranflation keeps ¢lofe to the _
Original Arabick ; whereas the Eng-
#fb abounds too much with Angli-
¢ifms, which are not fufficient to ex-

prefs the Author’s Primitive Senfe.

How impoflible a Thing it is, to
pleafe all People in Undertakings of
this Nature ! Formerly they were of-
fended that fo many Jurkifb and
Arabick Words were left untranflated.
And that being anfwer'd in the Pre-
face to the Fourth Volume, they have
now form’d new Argumuus out of
- that very Anfwer, toaflault uson the
contrary Side, and tax us with being
too
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too Vernacular. - *Tis true, the Letters
they have fent to the Book/eller on
this Account, are not fublcrib’d at
length : Yet, by Accident, one of
the Gentlemen’s Hand-writing 1
known. And tho’ we acknowledge
him to be an ingenious Perfon, and
a Man of Learning ; yet I believe he
would be unwilling his Letzer fhould
here be expos’'d in Print (or the Ori-
ginal {hew’d to fome that know him,
and perhaps may claim an equal
Rank among the Criricks. )

Bur, to come to the Purpofc ; I
have often heard Zran/lations blamed
for keeping too clofe to the Origind
Phrafe ; but never any, before this,
for a Negligence that is ablolutely
neceflary to retain the Senfe of a Fo-
veign Author. All the World knows
there is a vaft Difference between dra-
bick. and the - Languages of Europe;
and' if the [ralian Tranflator was
more exact in forming his Words up
to a near Imitation of the Eafern

A 4 Pro-
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- Proprieties of Speech,  no doubt but
impartial Men will rather cenfure it
‘as a Fault, than cry it up for an Ex-
cellency ; fince nothing founds well
in any Language, which is not de-
liverd in the Narural Idiom. BEvery
‘Thing ought to be writ in as famili-
ar a Style as we difcourfe ; cfpecial-
ly Letters, which are but a Proxy-
Method of converfing at a Diftance,
And he that Tranflates out of one
Language into anvtber, ought to aim
chicfly at this, That he be fure to re-
tain the Original Senfe, and render it
JSrigoth and eafy to the Reader. The
Flowers of Arabia and lItaly, when
once tranfplanted to our barren Eng-
lifb Soil, lofe their Virtue and Beau-
ty, till they are Naturaliz’d: What
then muft we expe& from their
Weeds ? Doubtlefs there are fome
. Peculiarities in all Languages; and

to Tranflate Verbatim from 1o remote
a Zorngue, would found as harfh as
Frenchdoesin an Englifbman’s Mouth,
when he pronounces it as 'tis writ.

Whaat




- 0 the READER.

" Wuar I have mare to fay, is,
That as this #olume contains a Hiffory
of Things tranfa&ed within the Me-
mory of moft Men now living ; fo
the Fwo fucceeding Zomes fall down
lowerand nearer to the prefent Times:
Giving an Account of Events where-
of many have been Eye-witnefles,
and, wherein not a few have had a
perfonal Share, cither by way of Ac-
tion, or fuffering Profit or Damage ;
which muft needs afford Delight to
thinking Men ; fince there is nothing
more agreeable to Mortals, than to
refle@ on the former Paffages of
their Lives, according to that of the
Poet :

Hec olim meminiffe javabit.

Besives, for the farther Encoue
ragement of the candid Reader, He
may afflure himfelf, That towards the
Conclufion of the Laft Vulume, He
will - meet with feveral Secrets be-
tween the Fremch and Turkifh

A Courts,




- Jothe READER.
Courts, which will difcover the true
Source of the Prefent War between
the Emperor of Germany and the
Graad Siguior y and give a Glimple
of the private Machinations and
Springs: which have put all Earope
into the Hurly-Burly *tis now in.

I have but this more to fay, That
we hope to be more {pcedy in pub-
lifhing the Remainder ol thefe Let-
sers, than we have hitherto been in

the Former VOLUMUE S

Reaper, Adieu.
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AHMUT the Arabian at Paris, to
Dgnet Oglou his Friend at Conflanti-
nople. Page 1
He relates the Errors be committed in Point of
Addrefi and Carriage when be firfl came to
Pari 1S,
IL. ‘To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secretary
8

of the Ottoman Empire,

A6 or
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" Of a Feliow that dogg’d him up and down the
the Streets of Paris ; and bis Apprebenfions

thereupon,

L. To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident of

the College of Sciences at Fex. 1r

He complains of his frequent Sadnefs on the Ac-
countt of his Employment.

1V. To the Kaimacham,
Of the Quakers in Holland, England, Gcr-
many, and other Parts of Europc

V. To the fame. 18
Of the Peace concluded between France and
Spain. Of the Match between the King Zf
France and the Spanifh Infanta, Of the
Duke of Lorrain’s Releafe, and of the Prince

of Conti’s Refloration,

VI. To Hamet, Reis Eﬁnd:, Principal Secretary
of the Ottoman E
He congratulates bis Accgﬁrm to that ngmty
Of the Peath of the King of Sweden, and
the Duke of Orleans,

VIL To Dgnet Ogleu. 25
He difcaurfes agamﬁ the little Superflitions of the
Mahometans, Of Mofes, and the Jews in

Egypt.

VIII. To the Kaimacham. 31
Of the Prince of Conde’s Reception and Enter-
tainment at the French Court. Seme Paffa-

ges of bis Life,

IX, To the fame.
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Of King Chatles II. bis Refloration to the
Crown,
X. To Mebemet, an exil’d Eunuch, at Grand
Caire in Egypt. 36
He breaks forth into melancholy Excurfions.

X1. To Hamet, Reis Effends, Principal Sxﬂ-
tary of the Ottoman Empire.

He relates fome Paffages of Henry IV’s Lﬁ. :

KII. To Mufiapha Berber Aga. 43
Of the extraordinary Magnificence at the New-

" married King and Queen’s Entry into Paris, .

XII1. To Dgnet Oglou. 43
Of en Earthquake at Paris.

XIV. To Hamet, Reis Effindi, Principal Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 47

Obfervations on the Reign of Lewis XIII,

XV. To Mabummed in the Defart,
Of the Earthquake at Paris, and ather qut: gf

France,
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O the Venerable Mufis. 55
Of Cardinal Mazarini’s Death, Some
Remarks on bis Life,

II, To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. 58
Farther Remarks en Cardinal Mazarini.
111, To
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 HI..To Pefleli Hali, his Brother, Mafler of the
b Cuftoms at Conflantinaple. 6o
Of bis Coufin fouf’s Refidence at Aftracan, A

- Charaétercf the Mulcovites. :

IV. To Orcham Cabet, Student in the Sciences,

and Penfioner to the Sultan, 62

He comgratulates bis Converfion to the Mahomea
tan Faith,

V. To the Mufti. 64
"+ Of the King of France’s Power to cure the
- King’s Evil.
V1. To Mirmadilin, Santome of the Pale of
Sidon.
He applauds the happy Life of a Santone,
VII. To Dgnet Oglou. 70
Of Painters. A Story of Martin Heemskirk,
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VIII. To Lubano Abufai Saad, an Egyptian
- Knight, g 73
Of the Dauphin’s Birth.
IX. To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand Sig-
ner. 28
Of Hardinefs, Indifference, and Rgﬁgnatim./
X. To the fame, 83
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cne, in the. Prefence of the King, and the
whale Court,

X1, To Dgnet Oglou. 88
; He




The TABLE

- He complmm of the Slanders caft an bim by fome
at the Scragiio,

XII. To Abraham Ek .{ezd Hadgi, Preacher
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Of the wicked Lives of Pricfls and Manks,

XIIL. To the Chiaus Baffa. 97
Of the French King’s Cendult axd Govern-

mend.

X1V, To the fame. 101
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ufaly, at the French

ry Tournament, or Caroufa
Court,

XV. To Zadi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Ve-
nice, 105
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ent Records, &c.
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Mar) iage between the King of England and
the Infanta of Portugal, X1X.
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XIX. ‘Fo the Kaimacham. 117

 He relates a firange Paffage that happer’d to bim

in vifiting a Calabrian Traveller, profeffing
Aftrology and Phyfick.

XX. To the Captain Baffa. 121
- Of a wonderful Man taken up on the Coafts of -
North Helland,

XXI1. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Few, at Vienna,

124
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Heir of the Promifes made to Abrabam, as

being the Firfl-born Son. With fome Recri-
minations on the Race of Ifaac.
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XXIII. To Cedarafrad Ceik, 'a Man of the
Law

. 134
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O Solyman, his Coufin, at Chalcedon. 136
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bis
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: 164
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219
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XVIII. To Jfouf, his Kinfman, a Merchant at
Afiracan, ® ' . 262
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Mahmut, the Arabian g¢ Paris, fo Dgnct
Oglou, &is Friesd, st Conftantinople.

T makes me (mile fometimes, Whea I reflet
how often I was put to it for an Addrefs (unable
to the Manners of the Nazarenes, and the par-

= ticular Mode of Paris, when I firft arriv'd at this
City : For, Thou knoweft, we had other Employ-
ments, than to learn Fathions and Conge'sat Palerme.
The Mind of a Slave is dejected, under the Circum-
flances of his Captivity ; g: that he has not Leifure to

regard
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regard any Thing, but how to accomphfh his daily
Ta.lk. nd toylcafc his Pqt All hu Ssnd) a
Care is bﬂt n thu. nq R &
for generous ' honghu. r.

Courage to ventire on Pr eits. ) bf. l'np the
Klrefcnt Occurences. in order to his future Happinefs.

ay, be hardly dares think of ever being happy
again. «This wasumy Cafe,' and' 1 -belxcve, kwas not
much better with thee.

Yet, notwith{tanding a'l the noorous Ufage T had,
- the Baftinadoes, Kicks, Bruifes, Cuts and Wounds, I
receiv'd from the’ Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my
Mafter, which made me fometimes incapable of do-
ing him an{q&rvnce by Day, or of takmf any Reft
myfelf by Night, I'was refolved to find fome fpare
Time for Books. I rofe carly, and wentate to fleép ;
n-gle€ting no M oment, wherein I could apply my-
felt 1o Study. The Acquaintance I had “with that
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of fingular Ad-
- vantage to me in this Kind : For, thou may’it re-
member he was well ftock'd with many ancient and
learned Treatifes. He furnifh’d’ me with Plutarch,
Polibius, Strabe, Pliny, and other Hiflories. All which,
and many more, I devoured with Greedinefs; for
I had a ftrong Appetite to Knowledge. And after
my Redemption, I pafs’d away fome Time in the
Acadimies, where 1.learn'd the knotty Tricks of
Logick, how to fplit Moods and Figures, and chain
‘one impertinent Syllogifm to the Tail of another to
Eernity. I alfo run through a Courfe of Pbilefe-
pby, and other Sciences  Neither was Iahogez
ynorant of ™Men: For the Reading of Hift
fts a Man the better to make praftical Experi-
ments in the Affairs of the World To which alfo
Ptilofaphy is not a lictle helpful, in direfting our
Cbfervarions on the various Tempers of People,
M ens perfonal Difpofitions and Singularities. with

the Humours and Cuftoms peculiar to this d:
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that Nation. For thefe Things depend many Times
on the Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the
Soil, the Qualities of the Air, and the Manner of
their. Liet.

But neither Hiflory, Lagick, or Philsfophy, were
able to efface the Impreflions of my early Years, or
unteach me the Manners in which I had been educa-
ted from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and Cin-
Slantinople along with me even to Paris. And be-
caufe [ had not been ufed to diffemble the Profeffion
and Carriage of a Mu/u/mar, during my Thraldom
in Sicily, 1 wasata Lof. in miy Deportment, when
I came firft hither.

How often have I been like to difcover myfelf by
pronouncing the facred Bi/m lab, either when I fat
down to Eat, or put a Glais of Water to my Lips ;
or when I began any other Action of Importance !
So likewife 10 uuering the Aumdillub, aficr a Repatit,
or when any Thing happened which prompted me to
praile God.

When I met any of my Acquaintance in the Streets,
I was apt to forget I'had a Hat on. And, inftead of

atting off that, according to the Faihion of the
;ranb, I laid my Hand on my Breaft, and fome-
times bow'd fo low, that my Hat fell off from my
Head, before I was fenfible of my Error.

If I had Occifion to addrefs myfelf to a Perf>n
of Quality, 1 was ready to take up the Bottom of
his Cloak, Gown, or Robe, and to kifs it in T'oken
of Reverence, as the Cuftom is in the Eaf, when
we falute the Grasdees. Nay, fometimes I could
not forbear falling on my Knee, or proftrate on the
Ground before Cardinal Richlien, and thofe of his
high Dignity. All which, neverthelefs, paffed on-
1y for Clownithnefs, and Want of Courtly Educa-
tjon, which teaches the nice PundZilio’s of Addrefs.
They took me for a Kx:gd of Meldavian Ruﬁigl:l;

: 2 wi




4 Lerrers Writ iy Vol. VL,
without any farther Jealoufy. Or, 'perhaps, they
fmild at all this, as {'ome fingular Caprice or Hu-
mour, like that of the Philofopher Paficles, who
coming to falute a great Captain, and the Ceremo-
_ny of thofe Times requiring him to touch the Cap-
tain’s Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At
which the Captain being affronted, and thrufting
his Hand away with fcornful Words, #hat / fays
the Philofopber, Does wot that Part belong to yom, a3
wvell as your Knees ? It often diverts my Melancholy,
to confider how many Errors of this Kind I have
tommitted, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical
Humour, but only in pure Overfight, and Forget-
fulnefs.

It was a long Time e'er I could frame my Fingers
to handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as is the uni--
verfal Cuftom in thefe /#7.flern Parts ; whereas thou
knoweft, we make Ufe of no other Zafframenst;s in
Eating, but our Fingers and Tecth. Whenee it was,
that I could net fometimes forbear thrufting my
Hand into a whoele Dith of Meat; which is counted
a great Indecency in France. And after I was recon-
ciled to thofe nicer Inftruments of Voluptuoufnefs,
fo as to carve my Meat 4-/a- Mcd: ; yet, when 1once
bad it on my own Plate, I laid afide thofe Toals as
ufelefs, and tore it afunder with my Fingers and Teeth,
feeding & /a Turcefgue, as the French call it ; that is,
like'a Myffulman.

Neverthelefs, no Body fufpeted me ; but all thefe
Mifcarriages pafs'd for Moldavian Barbarifins, the
falvage Cuftoms of that my fuppofed Coumtry. I
tell thee, That tho’ the Manner of Eating among
the French, feems to have {fomething more of Neat-
néfs and Delicacy in it; yet i a s full of Soft-
nefs and Luxury, and I cannotin Reafon prefer it to
the more natural and {imple Method of Diet; us'd in
the Eaff. Neither would the Frawkr themfelves
¢ondemn us for Salvages in this Point, as they com-

monly
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monly do, did they but confider, That this Negli-
S::cc very well becomes Men of the Sword ; and
t in their Campaigns, their own Generals are am-
bitious to appear Carelefs in every Thing relating to.
their Body.
Doubt{efs, the Ancient Romans, who brought the
eateft Part of the World under their Power, thun’d
Finenefles in Dier and Apparel, till fuch Time as
their Manners were debaach'd, and their Empire in
iis Decline. Qur Annals record, That when Sulfan
Selim lay down with his Army before a certain Place,
and the Governor of the Town feat Commiffioners
to treat with him about a Sarrender ; they found him
at Dinner, which confilted only of Two or Three
Onions, a little Salt and Bread.
Hiltories alfo relate of tne faithful Omar, Succeflor
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army
not far from Ferufalem, the Nazarene Prince who go-
vern'd that City, fent a Spy into the Hoft of thchg}
Juimans, to oblerve their Difcipline, and bring him a
lively Charater of their General. The Spy went
according to his Mafter's Orders; and having tarried
fome Time in the Arabian Camp, returned again,
and thus fpoke to the Governor.
“ It will be needlefs to recount every Thing I
“ obferved among thefe Soldiers ; fince by what I
“ fhall fay of their Leader, Thou may't compre-
“ hend the Manners of them all : For they ot
“ him, and follow his Example in every Thing,
¢ with exquifite Silence and Modefty. I ?:w Omar
their Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting
on a Camel, his Face Tawny, and Scorch’d by the
Sun, in-a Vet of Perfian Cotion, girded about
with a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cymetar
and Dagger, with a Kuaplack tied behind him like
tte meaneft Soldier. | faw him take out from
“ thence hard Crufts of Bread, fhaking off the
“ Hutks of Millet which thuck to them ; and faying,
3 “w
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® Ju the Name of God, ecat heartily of the fame.
~ ® Then he drank Warer out of a Leathern Bottle
* banging by his Side ; and when he had done, he
“ faid, Praife be te Ged. All his Army made their
* Repafl at the fume 1ime, and in the fame M:an-
“ ner, with admirable Temperance, and' fuch an
¢ Order and Modefty, as I never faw before, ncither
“ can I exprefs. ' _

When the Prince heard this, he ftood ftill a con-
fiderable Time, mufing as one aftonithed. Then
turning to the Sewicrs and Chicf of the People who
were prefent, he faid, It is neccflary that we fur-
“ rencer our City to thefe People ; for they have the
“¢-Smiles of Heaven. Their Prophet and their Law
“ oblige 'em to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience,
“ and a modeft Deporement. Thele Virtaes are -
“ certain Steps to Vi&ory and Empire.  Befides, I
¢ have receiv'd a Tracition from my Anceftors, That
“ a People fhall come out of Arabia, with’a New
“ Law and Religien, wkich fhall abolith all that went
“ before it. They fhall fubdue Palefline and Egypt,
“ and fhall build Mo/gues, wherein their Prayers {hall
¢ found like the Humming of Bees. Their Empire
“ fhall extend from Eoff to Weff, and to the Exires
“ mitics of the Eartbh. This is what I have Jearned
“ from my Forefathers, and which I believe is now
* ceming to pafs. Thercfore it will be in vain to

refift thefc Men ; for they are Invincible by a De-
¢ cree from Above.

Thofe that were about him, did not' approve the
Counfel of this wife Nazarewe. However, he fent
1o’ Omar, and obtain’d Favour for himfelf and his
Family.

. Thou wilt fay, I'm got wide of the Mark of my
firt Difcourfe, which related to myfelf, and not to
any of the primitive Caliphs : But, “tis impoffible to
reftrain our Thoughts from roving. Some fay, They
hang together like the Links of :a Chain ; and that

one
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one Idea being faftened to another in our Memory,
we muiter thcm in Rank and' File, according to
their proper Order, when we think, or make Re-
fletions: G-O D knows bow 'tis, This |am fure
of, That when ‘I writé w0 mi Friends, [ ftady not
to makehin] rte o'ty’as if 1" were pen-
ning an Oration ; but putfumg my firft Intention at
Randogp, | run on, Jetting one. Thought and Word

ut ] was telhng thee how greata Bungler I was
at firft, in all the Ceremonies.and :Manners of the
Franks, which differ from thofe of the Eaff. I was
as much to feek in my Addrefs, as an 4/ would be
€0 play on a Lute according to the Roman Proverd ;
Yet Time and Pn&\oe render'd all-thefe Things fa-
miliar and eafy. . Now, methinks, | am a thoreugh-
pacd, Nmmw as © my Exweriour. I ga to the
(..onn and the Temples, with as much feeming For-
mality as.the Corifliars, whilt, G O D knows, my
Hcart isi fomewhere elfe : All my A&ions are out of
their natural Byafs, fo long as [ am abfent from the
Soiety of True Beliewers
dn‘a Word, I'm forc'd to imitate the Fox, whxd)
Creature; when it is environ'd with the Hunsfimen
and Dogs, counterfeits a Barking like the latter, and
fo palfcs undifcover'd for one 6f theu' Company

Pans. 3d of 2be th Moca,
of the Year 1059.

B4 LETTER




Lerrens Hrit by VoL VI
LETTRBR B

% the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secre-
tary of the Ottoman Empire. .

A M at thi. Time poffefled with more -

- fions and Jealoufies, than an old /wfidet Ufures.
My Leodging affets me with greaver Melancholy
than woeld a Prifen. 'And my Uneafinefs is:the
fame when I go out of Doors.” Every Body that
‘meets me, looks eitner as my Accufer or my Judge:
And fome appear as ‘terrible as Excsutieners. By
Day, my Imagination torments me likea Fury, and
by Night, I am affrighted with melancholy Vifions. -
‘1 dream ¢f nothing bac Racks,  Wheels, Saws, Gib-
bets, and fuch like Infiruments of human Cruelty.

“Or, That | am in fome dark Dungeon, condemn'd
to more unfufferable Tortures, by Order of the
State; with Gardina/ Mamarini fittiog by me, likea
Spanjh Inquifiter, and in the moft Tyrantical Man-
ner, threatning me with Pains, to which the Damn'd

" themfelves are wholly Strangers, if I will not'confels
what I am, and reveal the Secrets with which [ am
entrufted. :

The Occafion of thefe Terrors which barrafs me
Night and Day, is this : I have for Four or Five
Days together, found my felf dogg'd up and
down Paris, by a Man whofe Face 1 never faw
before in my Life Let me go where I will, he's
always at fome Diftance from me: If I ftand ftill, fo
does He : Or, if 1 turn back, He's quickly at my
Hecls. I have endeavour'd by all the prudent Me-
thods I could take, to drop him in the Crowd of
Peop'e, or in the Churches: But all in vam ; for
ftill | encounter with the fame Face. He purfues
we like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land

or
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or Water, Houfe or Alley, can refcue me from this
Fdlow':.flu. who is more quick-fighted than
Argus, nimbler ‘than Mercury. e is very
cunning alfo in this Bufinefs, and as dextrous as a
Juggler ; conveying himfelf when-he pleafes out of
my Sight; yet prefently after, he'sin View again,
And it I chance to lofe him in the Dark, | am
fure to find him net far from my Lodging next
Momins. : ,

This it is which gives me fo much Difturbance,
and pierces me with a Thoufand Anxieties ; for I
know not what to conjefture of this Fellow's De-
fign. Sometimes I think he's employ'd by Cardinal
Mazarivi to watch my Motions, obferve what Houfes
and Company I frequent, and trace me in all my
Appointments. Al I am the more confirm'd in
this Sufpicion, when I-refle® om my former Im-

ifonment in this City, and the Occafion of it,

fides, when I went Yefterday to fee Eliackim the
Jeav, this Spark follow'd me near to the Door:
And tho’ I iarried there Two full Hours, yet when
I came out, I had not walk'd a Hundred Paces, be-
fore I faw him again, footing it after me in a carelefs
Manner, with his Arms folded. and his Eyes fix'd
on the Ground, as if he knew nothing of the Mat-
ter. ‘Thefe are convincing Circumflances, that he is
fet at Work by the Cardinal, or fome Body clfe, to
difcover my Bufinefs.

But when on the other Side, I confider, That if
the Cardinal fufpected me, He might go a neaer
Wayto Work, and feize me in my Chamber, where
my Letters would beray me, this Thought vanithes,
and I am at a Lois what to think.

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had
once with my Sicilian Mafter, who flrove to fet
the Rabble upon me in the Streets of Paris ; but
my better Stars delivered me out of his and their

B Hands,
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- Hands, whillt, for anght I kneiw, he drew upon him--
felf the Mifchief he defign'd for me. However,
when ['refleét on that Pafiage, 1 am apt te think he
may be now in Paris, and having by fome Accident
feen me go in or out at my Lodgings, contrives how
to revenge himfelf on me, and ufes this Fellow's
Affiftance in compaffing his Ends. Perhaps, think
I, he will caufe me to be fabb'd or piftoll'd at
fome convenicnt Scafon; or he will find out fome
other Way, lefs noify and more malicious, to dif-
patch me. It may be he feeks to entrap me, and
render me otnoxious to the State. 1 have a Thoa-
fard Imaginations about it, and know not what to
conclude. I value not myfelf, nor am I careful
to prolong a miferable Life for my own Sake. All
that I can hope to enjoy in this World, would come -
far fhort of tempting me to fkreen myfelf fiom the
Stroke of Death, iy an Adion unworthy of a
Philofopher, and a Man. Put the Duty and Af-
feGtion I owe 1o the Grard Sigmior’s Service, makes
me willing to live, till I have acquitted mylelf of
“my Provirce with perfe@t Succefs, that fo I may
return %0 Conflantincple with Honour : And then
care not how foon I poft to that unknown World,
where all tke Generations of Mortfls take ¢p their
eternal Reft: For, in this there's nothing but Labour
and Grief.

In the mean Time, I know not what Condu&t to
ufe in- this Emergency ; whether 1'd bet to fpeak
to this Fellow, or diffemble my Sufpicion ; whe-
ther it will be fafe to truft this Event to the Gene-
ral ‘Providence, or to facrifice him that gives me
fo much Difquiet, and fo fecure my Peace. I
cnld eafily have him difpatch'd without any far-
ther Noife. But then my Confcience would trou-
ble me with After-Claps, leaft 1 fhould have mur-
therd a Man without Reafon, which is exprefly
forbid by the Alcoran. Befides, 1 fhould & E/anyj

R
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ftand in fear of fome Difcover‘{; I protett, I am at
a Lofs for Want of ample Ioftruétions in fuch Ca-
fes as thefe. . And I am weary of mentioning what
I bave fo often intimated already to the Miﬂi&m of
the Port, without any direét Aniwer. However, I
wi‘l!D do what my Ragn fuggefts, and leave the Event
to Defliny. \ . 'y g
Haﬁv Minifler | ‘The Affairs of this World are
full of dark Windings and Meanders; and we have
all need of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduét us thro’
them. May that Omaiprefens afliit vs, whenever we
are catch'd in a Knot, or loft in a Labyrinth of Dif-
ficalties, :

Paris, 25th of the oth Moon,
of the Year 1659. .

LETTER I

Jo Abdel Meclec Muli Omar, Prefident
of the College of Scicrices af Fez,

HY venerable Difpatch I receiv'd with Kiffes,

and a Tranfport of Joy. I thrice touch'd

my Eye-lids with the Paper of high Efteem, and as
ofz' I ﬁid it to my Erealt. I broke up the Seals
with Modefty and Revererce, and my greedy Eyes
devoured the Lines of profound Wildom ; the Sen-
tences and Aphoriims worthy. to be written in Let-
ters of Gold. Then 'twas I blelt the Heur of my
Nativity, and the more happy Moment wherein I
firft had the Honour of thy ramiliarity and Fricnd-
fhip : Oh, Thou Sincere and Eximious Patron of
fuci as love the Sciences! Renowred for thy
Learning and Probicy of Manners ! Prince of the
Bo6 Alfa-
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Alfagui’s and Doftors | Croawn of the.Sage Affembl)
off,biy} ers ' Oracle of \he Age I Ky
- Glory be to GOD, whe has nether Bigioning nor
End! &fbo alone pofleffes - the Infinite Expance and
_Life Eternal ; who is ador'd by the Inbabitants of
'Heawen, of Earth, and of Hell : Benediflions on
Michacl, Gabriel, Ijpbrael, Libyricl, Feremicl, Haf-
emarie/, and on all the Happy Minilters ¢f bis Di-
-vine Majefty ; as alfo on the Amgel of Death. Peace
to the True Beliewers on Earth, and Salvation the
“the Devils and Damn'd, after they have accomplifh'd
their Penance in He/l, and the Term of Wrath fhall
be expird.

An univerfal Charity dilates my Heart ; I embrace
with Love ail the Credtures of GOD. Thisis owhng

~ to the feafonable Arrival of thy Letter: For at the ~
-Moment when that came, I was plung'd in fo deepa
Melanchely, that | could hardly afford a kind Thought
for any Thing on Earth, and I perfeflly hated my-
felf. 1 have thefe Fits of Saduefs often, it being an
Effe& of my Conftitution.

At thofe Scafons, Life appears an infupportable
Burthen, and all the Buftic and Noife of Mortals'a
vain Fatigue. My Senfes, which at other Times,

“adminifter Delight and Pleafure, are now the' In-
Rruments of Anguith and Fain. Every Thing I
fec and hear, d.fgufts me¢, I abhor my Neceflary
‘Food. Neither can the fweeteft Odours, or fofteft
$trzins of Mufick bring me into a better Temper :
Till Sleep eelipfes the Light of my bufy Imagi-
“nation, and puts out every glaring Thought. Then
my Soul takes her Repofe: And ftealing from my
Body, enters into the fhady Vale of Vifiens, and
fports with innocent Ideas. ' Thas having divert-
ed myfelf with jumbling Menftrous Eflences toge-
ther, and hurlitg one Chimzra at another, I re-
turn again to my Body, and Sighing awake,’ griev'd
that I could not longer ftay in that Mock World,

where
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where I could have with'd my Refidence for Ever,
rather than in 7his, which gives me fo much real
Pain. Thus is my Anguifh renew’d with the Morn-
ing. Light is more irkfome to me than Darknefs,
and the Day which brings Joy to other Mortals, is
g::hwrib to me than Night, and the Shadow of
I complain to the Elements, but they will not
bhear or d me. All Nature feems to laugh at
my Affifion, and the Beafts' of the Ficld triumph
over me. As for Men, here are none but Jnfidels,
my profefled Enemies, to whom I can vent my Sor-
rows: And I'm atham'd to make 2 Woman my Con-
JSeffor, tho' it were my own Mother, who lives in
a;}':,‘amigail lfeu meC L myelf
, in this delorous- Cendition, I pre

with the accuftom’d Purifications ofP thep.faw, and
addrefs to the Omnipotent, I know not where to
find him. His Effence is Unfearchable, and flies
from Human Thought. I call him aloud by his
Ninety-Nine Adorable Names, bat receive no An-
fwer. I t his Incomprehenfible Attributes, but
all to no Purpofe. In a Word, I fay and do all
that the Law enjoins, the Prophet counfels, Ho-
ly Perfons recommend, or my own Reafon fug-
efts, as proper Means to ebtain the Favour of
eaven, and a Redrefs of my Calamity : But find
no Comfort. And, for aught I know, that Spa-
wiard might as foon be heard, who being ignorant
what Form of Prayer to ufe, rehearfed the Four and
Twenty Letters of the Al‘Ehabet, defiring GOD to
form fuch Words out of "em, as beft'exprefied the
Petitioner’s Neceffities. T ]
I tell Thee, llluftrious Prelate, After I'm tir'd
with vocal Devotions, I have Recourfe to Con-
templation. I examine my paft Life,'and find, That
I myfelf am the Source of my own Melancholy,
in net flritly obeying the Law of the Prophet,
the
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the Precepts of the Seniors, and the Didtates of my
ponfcwnce And all this, for the Sake of Loyalty to
the Grand Signior, and in Confidence to the Muf?'s
lepenfznon Now I atk thee, Whether it be lawful
o it a Thoufand Vices, that I may only acquit
mylelf fairly in one Virtue? Or, to think, that in
fuch Cafe, the Mus?i has Power to difannul the ex-
ftd'l. ﬁ:ﬁuve Injunlions of our Holy Lawgiver ?
pire of the Faithful 10 be ferv 'd by the In-
and Prophanenefs of Mufu/mans ? Or, the

Truth to be fupported b Lxcsan Perjuries ?

I tremble to think what a Confufion | fhall be in,
when the Prophet fhall reproach me, That I have
preferr'd the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of Hea-
wen. 1 know not what to do. Oh, that I were in
‘the parching Defarts of Lybia ! Or any the moft un-
frequented Sohtuda of i ¢! A Companion of

 and other hornd Monflers of Africk /

than in this Station, which renders my Life
a Hell upon Earth, and torments me with balf the
Difquiets of the Damn'd.

But if this appears too extravagant and defperate
a Thought, let me at leaft with myfelf at Fez, the
meaneft-of thy Slaves, or of th mcomparable Mu/u
Abul Yakyan,  of whom thy-lait Letter gave fo high
a Charaéter. 1 have addreffed a Difpatch to him,
bc;pma for the Honour of his Friendihip and Cor-

ence.

i t not the Liberty I've taken to tell thee of m
Sadnefs. difcourage thee from Writing : But reft J
rurd, That whenever thou fhalt vouchizfe me a Let-
ter, tbo Iw were in the Agonies of Deatn, 'twould

ck agam

* Paris, 25th af the o' h Moo,
of the Year 1659.

LETTER
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LETTER IV.
7o the Kaimacham.
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