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TO THE .

R EADER.

PILOnWNSE2 S not to be expedted, that
PESEAEN the World will take it for
<346 o1 Gan| an Excufe of the tedious De-
T Yl lay has been made in pub-
i'*;‘(é&r}“lw.‘?z? Sy P £
] ‘“3@3}}""":‘2’% lifhing the 7th Volume o
Clﬁcg 559 the Turkifb Spy, to fay, That
our Arabian now grows Old and Decrepid 3
is forced to walk with a Staff or Crutch,
as he himfelf confefles in one of the follow-
ing Lettersy and is belides worn out with
Sicknefs and Carc; fo that he cannot be
fo expeditious in Bufinefs as he was in his
Youth. It may be faid, this Apology
would be more proper for the Englifh Tran-
Slator to make, were he in the fame Condi-
tion. But he is in his Prime, in the Flower
of his Age, Vigorous, and Adtive; and
therefore might have made more Hafte,
they will fay, to oblige the World, and
gratify the Expectations of thofe Gentle-
men who perpetually dun the Bookfellers
for the reft of his Mabometan Letters,
It
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To the RE ADE R.

It were eafy to anfwer this, by only put-
ting you in Mind, That he who under-
takes to lead a flow-footed, fhort-winded,
and weak Perfon by the Hand, and con-
du& him to his Journey’s End, muft of
Neceffity keep the fame Pace with his
Charge, tho’ he himfelf were as fwift as a
Stag, when alone and at Liberty, Be-
fides that, a Man is apt to attra& a Con-
tagion from-the Company he keeps, and
turn their ill Qualities into Habits of his
own,

But all this is trifling, and our Englifs
Tranflator is under none of thefe Circum-
ftances. To come to the Purpofe there-
fore, Gentlemen, you will commend our
Tranflator’s Wifdom, for not being in fuch
Poft-Hafte at this Jun&ure, when you re-
fle€, That, likea wife Racer, tho® he gave
a Swart in the Beginning, at firft fecting
out, yet he foon flacken’d his Pace, that
he might make fure of the Goal, remem-
bring the Old Englifh Proverd, The more
Hafte the worfe Speed. Thus he fuffered

Three Years to flide by him, be-

2d Vol. fore-he reached the Second Stage,
And tho’ he began to take up his

Heels more nimbly afterwards, {o as to reco-
ver by Degrees his loft Time and Ground,
yet ftill he did but moderately jogg on ;
now fpringing, then halting, as Occafion
' offer’d,



To te READER *

offer’d, and as he found his Strength could
hold. At length, having but Two Stages
more, wonder not, that he is a little more
tedious than ordinary in this : For he does
it to refreth himfelf, and keep his Breath
for the laft Scrain of all, which brings the
Prize: Obferving herein the Old Adage,
Fiiiis Coronat Opus.

As to the Letters contain’d in this Se-
_venth Polume, there is little to be faid more
particular than of thofe that.have gone be-
fore. They in general contain a Miftel:
lany of Hiftgrical Tranfaltions, Moral and
Pbilofopbical Thoughts, interfperfed here
and there with Mabometan Politicks and
Divinity,

Only you will find our Arabian engaged
with a.certain Few at Vienna, in fomenting
the Difcerds of the German Empire,. encou-
raging the Rebels of Hungary, Croalia, and
mutinous Provinces. You will hear of the
Deaths of Count Serini, Frangipani, and
Nadafti, who were all beheaded for be-
‘ing Ringleaders in this Rebellion.

The next and lalt Polume has this of
fingular in it, that it will prefent you with
the Rife and Preferment of Count Teckley,
who has made fo much Noife in the World.
It relates many of his Publick A&ions, and
not a few of his Secret Intrigues. In fine,
it difcovers the Train that was laid to blow

A 4 up
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up all Europe into the Flame of open War,
and univerfal Hoftility, which to this Day
confumes the Lives and Eftates of fo many
thoufand Chriflians, impoverifhes and lays
wafte whole Nations, and ’tis to be feared
will end in letting in the Turks once more
upon us to our final Ruin and Confufion :
fince thofe Infidels never take greater Ad-
vantage to invade and conquer the Dominions
of Chriftians, than when they find"us in-
vholved in domeftick Wars one with ano-
ther.

o A TABLE
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OF THE

"LETTERS and MATTERS
contain’d in this Volume.

V OL. VII.
BOOK L

LETTER L

Ahmut tbe Arabian oz Paris, fo Mirmadolin, .
Holy Santone of the Vale of Sidon, Pag. 1
He complains of the Miferies and Sadneffés of bis Life,
and avifbes bimfelf even fairly out of the I¥orld.
II. 76 the Kaimacham,
Of a Peace betaeen the Englith and Dutch.  Of tie
Birth of the young Princefs of France. Of the Fro-
* licks and Humours afed in this Time of uriverfal
Rejoicings.
11I. 72 Dgnet Oglou, 7
He difeourfes of the Birth, Life, and Death of Jefus the
Son of Mary.
1V. 7o Afis Bafla, 14
He takes Courage at the News of the Grand Signiors
befieging of Candia.
V. %o Hafnadar Bafli, Chi¢f Treafurer to the Sultan,
. 16
He complains of the Slacknefs of the Miniflers of the
Porte, inanfwering his Difpatches ; and relates fome
of the Misfortunes that at this Time befel him,
VI. 7o Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew af Vienna, 19
He

\
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He continues to lament the Difafiers that the Blalice of
Men loaded bim avith. His Confinement in the Baftile.
His Refelution of baffiing the Efforts of Spite and
Euay.

VIIL. % the wenerable Mufti. Pag. z1

He vrawves bis Advice, Fow to bebawve bimfelf in Cafe
of being difcover'd. He refleds ugon the fad ard
unaccountable Degeneracy of Mankind 5 gives little
1})’:{mi.r of fome that defigned to ruin his.Credit at the

otte

VIII. 7o Cara Hali, P&yfician to the Grand Signior, 25

He diverts him avith the Relation of a monfirows Child

“~born in the Low-Courntries.

1X. 7o Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 29

Hr perfuades bim to foment the Difeords of Hungary.

« Do the moft fublime and magnificent of the Mufful-
-"-man Pafla’s, -Achmet, #be Vizir Azem. 43
He diftourfis of the Advantages may -be taken from the

Diftra&ions in Hungary,

XI. 7o the Seli®ar Aga, or Sword-Bearer # #5z Sul=
tan,

Of the Deatks of the Queen of Poland, and Pope Alexf
ander VII. Oft/:e French Suceefes in Flanders.

XII. 7o Dgnet Oglou,

Of an Encourster be had awith Daria, bis former Mz-
Arefs. .

K11, 7o Pefteli Hali, bis Brotker, Maftér of the
Cuftoms, and Superintendant of tke Royal A"rfenal
at Conftantinople,

Seweral Remarks on Women, out of the Hebrew Rab-
bies, and others.

XIV. % tb:fame, 45

Of Solyman’s Treachery, and the 6aﬁ Trick be put n;an
Fatima, Daughter to Ufeph, Mahmut's Uncle.

XV. To the Mufii’s Vicar, 50

He acquaints bim that the Cardinals have elefied
Clement IX 0 be Pope, in'the Room of Alexander VII
dfua_/?d Comparifins betzveen the Pope, and the an-
cient Roman Pontiffs.  Of the Pope's great Poawer,

o Strength, ard duthority,

XVL T
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XVI. % Nathan Ben Saddi, « Jew a¢ Vienna, 53
Of the Conerfion of Sabbati Sevi ro the Mahomeran Faith:
XVII. 7o Dgnet Oglou, ‘60
He informs bim that Davia is deceitful, and kow by
meer Aecident be found out “tawas her Hyfband awho
awould have flabbd him in the Streets ore Night,
avhom therefere be killd.
XVIIL. 9o the Kaimacham, . 62
" Of the Arrival of the Cardinal Duke of Vendolme a2
the French Court, in Quality f_Legate de Latere
Jrom the Pope.  Of the Alterations in Portugal.
XIX. 70 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, . Prefident of the
College of Sciences at Fez. ‘64
He thanks bim for bis New Syftem of the Heavens's
extols its Adccuracy; and incites him to make fome
* Correflions of Geography,
XX. 70 Ofman Adrooneth Aftrologer 70 the Sultan
at Adrianople, 68
He difeourfes of Ptolemy s and Copernicus’s Syfems.
XXI1. 9o the Venerable Mufd, Principal Support of
Learning, and true Science, 72
He bumbly recommends, That a Camp/eal Hiftory of
T the World, fhould be collefted out of the msff an-
tient and fincere Writers, and digefied into dnnals
Jrom the Beginning of Time, down to the Retgrz of
the prefent Emperor. -

BOOK IL 2
LETTER L

O Mehemet, an exil’d Eanuch, at Alcaire in
Egypt, ‘Pag. 78
He fipmatbizes avith bis Sufferings, and advifes him
nat to fink under the frichtful ldeas of Melanchoby.-
II. 7o Moharmimed, the [l/uftricus Eremit of Mount
Uriel ¢z Arabia the Happy. 83
He oppofes Ariftotle, and the Peripateticks, auvbo affer?,
That Virtue corfifis in Mediocrity: He expreffes bis

Afpirations after a folitary and abftinent Life.
II. %
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III. 7o Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of
the Ottoman Empire, &9

Of the prefent State of the German Empire, avith
Charadlers of the People. The [flrange Epitaph qf‘
Frederick, Brother in-Law to the Emperor Sigil-
mund, avritten awith bis own Hand on his Death-
Bed.

IV. 9o Nathan Ben Saddi, z Jew a¢ Vienna, 93

He reproves the Methods of the Malecontents, in at-
tempting to poifon the Emperor, and fet the Palace on
Fire. Exhorts him to be moderate and neutral.  Of
the Counts Serini, Frangipani, and Tatembach.

V. 7o Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Mafler of the Grand
Signior’s Coftoms a# Conftantinople, 95

He acquaints bim avith the Marriage of Oucoumou-
che, bis Mother, and Eliachim the Jew; as alfle
with ber fudden Death.

VI. % Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secrezary of
the Ottoman Empire, 98

Of the German Wealth and Plenty, both Naruml and
Aequired by Foreign Traffick.

VIL To Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of tbe Con-
vent ¢f Dervifes, a¢ Cogni iz Natolia, 101

He prefents him awith a fall Relatisn of the Life of
St John Baptift, and explains the Meanirg of the
Word Locuft.

VIII. % Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary
of the Ottoman Empire, 108

He gives an Account of the great Preparations the
Chriftians are making for the Relief of Candia. Of
. a Triple League : 4nd of the Birth of the Infanta
" of Portugal. With a farther Defeription of Italy.

IX. 70 Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary ¢f
the Ottoman Empire, 11r

Of Don John of Auftria’s being made Governor of the
Low-Countries. The Grounds of Nitard's Fuggling
avith bim. His Chara&er.

X. 7o Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the Con-
vent quemfe< at Cogni, in Natolia, 113

"He acquaints bim avith the King of Poland’s Religious

Retreat
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Reireat from the World ; and of bis being made Ab-
ot of the Abbey of St Germains, rear Paris.
XI. 90 Ufeph, Bafla, 118
Of the Deaths of the Cardinal Duke of Vendofme, &
Duchefs of the fame Title, and Henrietta Maria,
late Queen of Great-Britain, and Dowager of
Charles I.  Of the Arrival of the King of Poland, "
and Prince of Tufcany, at the French Court. ]
XI11. 9o the Kaimacham, 121
Of the Arrival of Solyman Ifmael Mutafaraca, avith
Expreffes from the Grand Signior to the King of
France, Solyman’s Charaler and Praife. Of a
Plague at Soiflons, and an Earthquake in Sicily.

BOOK IIL

LETTER L

O Mehemet, an exild Eunuch, at Alcaire iz

Egypt, Pag. 126

He perfuades bim not to be melancholy :  Adwvifes bim to
travel,

XX, To the farme, 129

He purfues the fame Difeourfe, earnefily preffing bim to
leave Egypt, and furvey the reff of Africa.
1. 7o the Mufti, wencrable Patron of Learning and
Knowledge, - 133
He prefents him avith an Hifforical Epitome of the Al-
fyrian, Babylonian, and Perfian Monarchies.
IV. 7o Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale of Sidon,
140
He difeourfes of the Vanity and Infufficiency of :xter‘:!;r
Religion.  Of piritual Abdication from the World.
V. Do the Selitar Aga, or Sword-Bearer 22 the Sul- ~
tan, 143
He entertains him avith the Defeription of an excellent
Play, alted before the King and Queen of France,
. durirg the Carnival. Of a Peace concluded betaveen
France and Algiers.  Of the Conqueft of Lorrain.T ‘
) VI. %
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VI. %o Iouf, kis Kinfman, a Merchant at Aﬁracan,

He diffuades him [from bhis melancholy Rtﬁ]tdlﬂn qf
turning Eremit, Faquir, or Dervife. Of Ilch Read
Hu, the Indian sz/a_/' p/.'m, and bis myflerions Ha-
bitation.

VII. To the Chiaux Baﬁ'a, 151

Of the Arrival of an Ambaffador at the French Court,
Srom the King of Arder in Africk.

VIII. 7o Monammed, the i/luflrious Solitary of
Mount Uriel i» Arabia, I3
He afferts and endeaveurs to prove, That the Brutes
are endued avith a Species of Reafor: and Knowwledge.
IX. 0 Zeidi Alamanzi, @ Merchant at Venice, 158
Bring zry‘bmml that Zeidi is commanded to travel llna

Italy, ke giwes bim geod Counfel in crder thercto.
X. o Dgnet Oglou, 162

Of a firange and uraccauntable Aecident wobich bapper’d

. to Mahmut oz bis Sick-Bed.

XI. 7o Sephat Abercromll Vanni Effendi, Preacher
to the Sultan, . - 163

Of the Quietifts, "and tbz general Entertainment their-
. Doltrine finds in BEurope, Mahmut feems kighh to
" favour-it 5 and affrms, ‘tawas recommended by all
the Religious in. the World.

X1I. 7a Cara Hah Phyfician 20 the Grand Signior;

16

He aﬁru the Immorality- of. the- Saul From rub::g
Difeourfe be makes a Digreffion, am{ treats allego-
. rically of nataral, Thirgs.

XIIL. 75 the Mufti. - ‘ 174

He prefents bim avith -a. Contiruation of remarkable
Pafjages during the Perfian Monarchy,” A4 memora-
. &e Sayivg.of Darius o 4is Death-bed.

-
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BOOK IV.

LETTER L

O Pefteli Hali, Ais Brother, Mafler of the Cu-
ftoms, and Superintendant of the Arfinal at
Conftantinople, Page 182
He advifes him not to be difcouraged by reafon of bis
Sor’s amorous Temper ; his keeping Company avith
Foreign Merchants and Travellers.  And tells him a
Story of a Father's extraordinary Contrivance to re-
claim a Prodigal Son. .
II. To Codorafrad Cheick, @ Man of the Law, 187
Of a Hugonot that affaffinated a Prieff as be avas
Jairg Mafs in the Church of Noftre-Dame a¢ Paris ;
and of bis Punifbment.
II. 7o Dgnet Oglou, 190
Of the Roman Cafuifts. Of Mahometan Hypacrites.
Of Interior Dewstion and Piety.
IV. T the Kaimacham, 196
Of a League betaceen the Kings of England and France,
avko both proclaim’d open War againft the Dutch.
« Tke Story of John de Wit. Tbe Defeription of a
Royal Entertainment at. Chantilly by Night. .
V. To Cara Hali, Phyfician f0 ¢b¢ Grand Signior,
200
Of Magick, Phyfick,  and Theology. A pleafant-Story of
* a Peruvian Slave. Of famous Mathematicians, Of
“ the Superflition of the Female-Sex. -
VI. 75 Orchan Cabet, Student i» the Sciences, and
Penfioner zo the Grand Signior, 204
He endeavvours by rational Arguments to conviuce bim,
that the Alcoran is of Divine Original,
VII. 7o Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of
the Ottoman. Expirg, 207
Of the King of France®s Conquels in the Low-Countries.
Of the Deatb of the Duke of Longueville.
VI T
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VIIL. T William Vofpel, 2 Reclufe of Auftria, 210
Of the Difference and Contrariety betaveen the Prafice
of the Primitive Chriftians, and thofe of the prefent

IXAg% Chodorafrad Cheick, z Man of the Law, 215

Of the Wandring Jew a¢ Aftracan. His Sermons and
Prophecies,  How the Turks fbould over-run and
Conguer the greateff Part of Europe in the Year
1700. That England fball become the Sanétuary of
difireffed Chriftians.  Of a certain Holy Englifhman,
awho fball be made chicf Patriarch of all the Chri-
ftians, and fball hawve his Seat in Jerufalem, &,

XIII. 7o Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of
the Ottoman Empire, 220

Sewveral Memoirs of Cardinal Richlieu.

XIV. 7o Mufu Abu’l Yahyan, Profeflor of Philofo-

phy at Fez, 225
A Panegyrick on Africk.
XV. To the fame. 223

He deferibes Conflantinople, avith an Account of its
Name and Original ;5 and the Congueft of it &y Ma-
homet II.

XVI. 7o Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of"
the Ottoman Empire, 234

Of the German Strength and Policies.

XVIL 7o Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand Signior,

23
"Of bis Grief and Melancholy; and the Pleafure bge
takes in avriting to bis Friend.
XVIII. 9o Mufu Abu’l Yahyan, Profeffor of Philo-
{ophy at Fez, 248
He gives bim a farther Defiription of Conftantinople.

S LETTERS
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WRIT BY

A- VSPY at Pari1s,

V O L. VIL

BOOK L

’

LETTER L

Mahmut #he Arabian af Paris, £ Mir-
madolin, Holy Santone oj the Vale
of . Sidon.

SV 2o HY was I made a Man, to endure
3‘1 g K7 { thefe cruel Agonies, of which no
AN \/44

A other Species of knawn DBeings can

\ poflibly be capable? Orwhy, at leaft,
{ % was I particularly form’d of fuch a

S Conftitation, as to attraét the Evils
which are featter’d up and down the World, and
Piece.meal dropp’d on the Natiwities of other Mor-
tal Men ; whilft I alone am made the Common Sink
of Human Mifery? Surely my partial Horofiope
monopolized the moft envenom’d 4fpeis of the Stars,
without partaking of the leaft benign and favourable
Glance. The Planets had laid up an Antient deep
B Referve



2 Letters writ by ~ Vol. VIi.

Referve of Fatal Influences, which they poured out at
large upon the very Moment of my Birth. Nor
cowd the careful Midwife with all her Skill and
Charms, defend my tender, duftile, reeking Body,
from the invincible Cataradts, which flow’d upon me
from all the envious Sigus and Conjflellations in Heaven.

My whole Life has been but one continu'd Tra-
gedy, wherein the various Change of Scenes has not
reliev’d me from the leaft real Evil hid behind, but
only amus'd my Senfe with fome new Pageantry, fome
fair Idea of Honour, Pleafure or Profit; when before
the ACT was done, I found myfelf cajoll’d, over-
swhelm'd in frefh Calamities, Misfortunes which I
never dreamt of.

Oh! that the Omuipotent, when from Eternal filent
Thought, he drew the ldzas of every Species, and
every Individual Being, which he defign’d for attual
Exiflence in the World, had form’d me for a Tree,
an Herb, a Blade of Grafs, a Stone, a Maufhroom, or
any infenfible thing, incapable of Pleafure or Pain,
of Grief or Joy, or other Paffions, which hourly thus
torment our human Race! I had been then a happy
Aeuter to all falfe Shews of Happinefs, and real Senfe
of Mifery. On! that I'd been an Oak, a Beach, a
Palm, or Cyprefs of the Forelt: for then, if Vige-
tables have any feeling of their own State, I fhould
b: only touch'd with fecret Pleafure, when the gentle
Winds fhould play among my amorous Branches, and
teach my wanton Leaves to dance the Meafures of
young harmlefs Love; or when I felt the feafonable
Rain diftilling on my wither'd Bark, and from thence
fliding to my thirlty Roots; or when great Phacbus
prints warm vigorous Kiffes on my Cheeks and Neck.
But if this be too proud a Thought, Iwith I'd been
only fome humble Shrub, fome pigmy Plant, fome
vegetable Dwarf, a Page unto the mighty Trees, fub-
fiting on the Drops and Fragments of their large
Banquets, meekly cringing at their Feet; whilft I
fiood fafe and free from Storms, under the Shade of

their extended Boughs; in happy, low Obfcurity.
: When
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When I pafs through the Fields, and fee the harm-
lefs Sheep browzing upon the tender Grafs, and hear
them bleating to their wanton Lambs, T cannot chufe
but envy them a Life fo void of Care and Pain. They
range and fport at large in Flow'ry Meadows, near
fome Cryfal Stream, or take the Paftures of the
Mountains : whilft chearful Shepherds tune their
Pipes, and fing in Praife of Amaryllis, Daphne, Syl-
@via, or fome other Nympb; and watchful Dogs lie.
fcouring on the Plain, to give the Alarm, and chafe
away {ly Wolves, and other ravenous Beafts.

After 1've let my Envy fix it felf a while on thefe,
a warbling Melody from neighbouring Groves diverts
my melancholy Thoughts, and turns them to new
Obje&ts. Then I lament my Fate, in that I was not
made a Nightingale, a Thrufh, a Lark, or any of
the feathered Choir, who with fweet careful Notes
falute Aurora and the rifing Suz, and chirp all Day
the Praifes of that Source of Warmth and Life, who
vefts the Earth in green Attire, who decks the Trees
with verdant Leaves, and fills the World with Light,
They chirp and fly from Tree to Tree, from Bough
to Bough, rejoicing in the Beams that dart and glide
among the moving Shades of Branches rocked by
Winds, ‘Their Thoughts arc taken up in building
Nefts, wherein to hatchr their young, and fhelter
them from Injuries. They have no Plots nor politick
Tricks, to undermine each other; but pafs away their
Time in innocent Security and harmlefs Pleafures.

Methinks the Worms and little Reptiles of the
Earth are happier far than I. They crawl and creep
about in hollow '[rees,- in €lefts of Rocks z2nd Cran-
ries of the Greund, to hunt for Food and for Diver-
tifement. They live at Eafe without being rack’d by
fupernumerary Cares and Fears. And if fome ruder
Foot of Man or Beaft fhall trample them by Charce
to Death, or more malicious Hand with Stone or other
Weapon fhall wilfully bereave them of their Life,
‘tis done fo fuddenly that they have no Senfe of

B2 Pain;
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Pain; Whereas my Life’s a conftant Martyrdom, a
long continu’d §eries of Torments.

T do not complain of the Diftempers and Maladies
which affli® my Body, though thofe are fometimes
fo violent as to make me with for Death, that fo I
might be at Eafe: But tis the fretting Anguith of my
Mind, that forces all thefe Sighs and Exclamations
from.me, I am embarrafs’d in the World, Snares -
compafs me round about ; my own good Nature has
betray’d me: thofe of my Blod confpire againft me 3
they hunt me up and down like a Partridze in the
‘Wood ; they-clofely purfue my Life. The Kindnefles
that I have fown, {pring up in Blades of bitter In-
gratitnde and Perfidy. My Seminaries bring forth
conite and ftinking Weeds, inftead of pleafant
Flowers and wholefome Froits. Tagor has fet his
Foot in all my Works. That {ly interloping Spirit
hates to fee any good Thing profper, or come to
Perfection: He fteals behind us in all our Ways; and
as faft as we weave any Web of Zirtze, he fecretly
unravels it, or deforms the Work with intermixing
fome Threads of Zice. I am weary of ftriving againft
the Current of my Faze. Oh, that I were as though
1 had never been! That my Soul were drench'd in
Lethe's forgetful Waters, where all paft Things are
buried in Eternal Oblivion! Then would my Anguifh
be at an End ; whereas I am now rowl’d about upon
a Wheel of Miferies.

Holy Santone, when thou fhalt read this, pity me;
and amidft thy divine Ejaculations, dart up Mabmut’s
Soul to Paradife, on the Point of a ftrong Thought,
that fo at leaft I may have a Moment's Refpite from
my conflant Sadnefs.

Paris, 27th of the 2d Maon,
of the Year 1667.

LET:
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LETTER IIL
To the Kaimacham. .

Here is now fome Probability of a Peace between
the Englifp and the Dutch; which will allo
reconcile this Croawn to that of Great Britain ; fince
the King of France engag'd in this War, only on the
Account of the Dutch his Allies. The Advances to-
wards this Accommodation, took their Rife from the
Alliance lately concluded between the Szares of the
United Provinces, the King of Denmark, the Duke of
Brandenburgh, and the Princes of Brunfwick. The
King of England protefts againft the Dutch, as the
firlt Aggreflors, in that they had taken above Two
Hundred of his Merchant Ships, before he offer’d the
leatt A& of Heftility. Which the States feeming to
acknowledge, defire the King to appoint fome Neutral
Place of Treaty with them and their A/ies in order toa
Péace, the Security of Navigation and the Eftablifh-
ment of Commerce for the future,

Here is great Joy for'the Birth of a young Princefs,
of whom the Queen was deliver’d on the 2d of the
Meon of Fanuary. She is call'd God's Nea-Year's-Gift
to France 5 in regard, the firft Day of that Moon be-
gins the Year with the Chriflians.  And ’tis common
among them to fend mutuil Gifts and Prefents to one
another at thatTime,which they call Neaw-Year’s-Gifts.
And fo it feems, God Almizhty has appear'd very mo-
dith and complaifant, in thus timing the Nativity of
the Royal Babe : For which they exprefs their Thanks
in Revelling, Dancirg, Ballads, and a thoufand other
Vanities. And thefe Divertifements continue to this
Time, it being the Nazarenes Carnival; a Seafon
confecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Liberty, Bufigonry,
and all manner of comical and ridiculous Apifhacfs..

B3 During
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During this Time, you fhall fee an infinite Variety
of odd Humours, and mimical A&ions in the open
Streets, according to every Man’s particular Fancy.
Here you fhall meet with one drefs’d half I’th’ French
and half P’th’ Spanifb Fafhion. On the left Side of his
Head hangs dangling down a long thick curl’d Peruke,
which reaches to his Breaft, whilt on the Right you
fee nothing but his own Hair, cropp’d clofe to his
Ears. A long Muftach as black as Jet, graces the
right Side of his upper Lip; whilt on the Left he
is as beardlefs as a Boy of feven Years old. And fo
from Head to Foot, he wears two contrary Garbs.
One walks with Gloves upon his Feet, and Shoes
npon his Hands : Another wears his Breeches like a
Mantle on his Shoulders. Here comes a ftately Coach,
jogging along with a grave flow Pace, and drawn by
fix fair Horfes, as if fome Prince or Cardinal were in
it: when behold there’s nothing but a filly 44 puts
forth his giddy Head with flapping Ears, half drunk, -
with the jolting unaccuftom’d Motion. Sometimes
he brays aloud, and then the Rabble fall a laughing.
A Thoufand other Fopperies there are, not worth
thy Knowledge. For both the Noble and the Vulgar
are all upon the Frolick at this Time, and indulge
their wanton Fancies to the Height. But ’tis a fatal
Seafon for the poor Cats: few of which efcape the
Multitude, whofe peculiar Paftime ’cis to tofs thefe
Creatures in a Blanket till they are dead; or elfe to
tye them Two and Two together by the Tails, and
then they’ll bite and fcratch one another to Death.
The Cocks alfo are generally great Martyrs during
the Carniwal : The Rabble have a hundred cruel
Ways to murder them in Sport. All their Devices
are inhuman and bloody. They did not learn thefe
prophane Courfes from Fe/us, or any of the Prophets
or Apoftles of God : But they are the Reliques of Gentile
Vanity, in the Beginning conniv'd at by the Priefs,
the eafier to retain their Profelytes in Obedience ;
who would rather have parted with their New Re-
ligion, than with their old barbarous Cuftoms. %}nd
- thus
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thus the Pagan Fooleries were handed down to the
Potterity of the Primitive Chriftians, and were adopted
into the Family of Church Traditions : And Alen are
not more zealous for the Gefpe/ itfelf, than for thefe
ridiculous Prophanations of it: So dangerous a thing
is it for Governors, by a criminal Indulgence, to
permit their Subjefts any Liberty, which interferes
with the Fundamental Principles of the Law : For fuch
a Difpenfation once granted, paffes into a Precedent,
which, in Procefs of Time, becomes of equal Force
with the Law itfelf. And by fuch prepofterous Me-
thods of winning and retaining Converts, Chriffianity
arria’d to the Height of Corruption ’tis now infetted
with.

Sage Minifler, *twas for this Reafon God rais’d up
our Holy Prophet, and gave him a new Law, with
Power to reform and chaftife the Jsfidels. He planted
the Undefiled Faith with Scymitar in Hard ; not pal
liating or encouraging the fmalleft vicious Praice ;
but fubduing all Things by the Dint of Reafon, or
the keen Edge of theSword. God haften his Return,
for the Prevarications of this Age require it,

Paris, 27¢h of the 24 Moon,
of the Year 1667.

LETTER IIL
To Dgnet Oglou,

IBeIieve thou haft not forgot the Obfervations WX
us'd to make on the Religion of the Chriftians,
when we were Slaves together in Sicily. How ridi.
culous fome of their Prattices appear’d to us, and yes
what a Sanity was manifeft in others ? How much
we approv’d the Majefly of their Publick Worfbip, the

B4 - Solemnity
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Solemnity of their High Mafs, the Gravity of their
Proceffions 7 And yet how great was our Difgutt,
when we confider’d that all thefe Honours were per-
form’d to Figures and Statues of Stone, Wood, Sil-
ver, Gold, or other Materizals, the Creatures of the
Painter or Carwer.

‘We fcann’d their Doétrines alfo, which we learn’d
from their Priefts and Books, and defcanted varioufly
on them ; as they were more or lefs conform to the
"Truth, and to the o/ume brought down from Heawen.
In a Word, we prais’d the Good, and cenfur'd what
was Evil in thcir Fzith and Manners, or at leaft what
we thought to be fo; for herein we follow’d the Dic-
tates of our Education.

But now in our riper Years, if we fhould call over
our former Thoughts, perhaps we fhould be of a dif-
ferent Judgment, and find Matter to condemn even
in our own paft Cenfures: For whatever we might
then think of the Nazarenes, upon a maturer Search,
I cannot find them to be altogether fuch grofs Ids-
Jaters and Infidels, as we and all Mufulmans are apt to
believe. . : .

That which gives me the greateft Scandal, is,
That the DodZors entertain fome unwarrantable Spe-
culations about Three Subffances in One Effince, and
are too venturous in their Thoughts concerning the
Eternal Generation of the WORD, and Emanation
of the BREATH, by which they fay, 4l Things
were Created, and are conferved in their Beings.
They teach a Dofrine repugnant to the Alkoran,
when they fay, That God has a Companion equal to
bimfelf.

As to the Incarnation of Fefus the Son of Mary, the
Nazarenes aflert nothing, but what is fuitable to the
Alecoran, which teaches us, that he is the Word of
God. "In the Hiffory of his Life, they indeed come
fhort of the Mufulmans : 'There being not the leaft
mention made, in the whole Bos of the Gojpe/ of ma-
ny Paflages of his Infancy and tender Years, where-
with the Aloran, with ather Holy Books and Tra-
. itions
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ditians of the Antients, acquaint the true Believers.
The Meffenger of God tells us, that Fefus fpoke in his
Cradle, refolv’d Doubts, clear’d up Miltakes, and
preach’d the Unity of the Divine Effence. Other Hri-
tings alfo inform us, that while he was young, he
formed the Figures of divers Birds and Beails of
Clay and his own Spittle, and having breath’d on
them, they became living Creatures, and proftrated
themfelves at his Feet. They relate alfo that he
made a Pigeon, which flew up and down through
divers Regions, and brought him News of whatever
was done in the Courts of foreign Princes 3 and that
from the Day of his Birth to that of his Tranflation,
twelve Angels waited on him, and brought him down
Food from Paradife. Of thefe Things the Chrifiians
are ignorant, and of many other Paffages. So that
in the whole it is evident, that the Mu/fulmans have
a more particular Relation of the Life of Fefus, than
the Chrifiians themfelves have, fince we recount thofe
Miracles, and other A&ionsof his, whereof the Gofpel
is filent.

Bur then, on the other fide, they believe Things
concerning his Death, whereof neither the Akoran,.
ror any other of our W7ritings or Traditions make
any mention, unlefs it be to confute the Error of
the Nazarenes in that Point. T have' heard the Ar-
guments of their learned Dofors, and comparing
them with our Objeétions, I know not well what
to conclude.

They infift much on the publick Signs and Wonders
that feil out at that Time of the fuppos’d Crucifiéion
of the MefFab ; the rending of Rocks, opening of
Graves, Refurreétion of many Dead, and the preter-
natural Eclipfe of the Sun, when the Mom was in
Sight at the other Part of the Horizor in the fame
Moment : Which made a great Philofopher, then in
Egspt, cry out, Either the Frame of the Warld is
diffolv’d, or the Gop of Nature fuffers.

They tell a Story alfo of a certain Ship, that was
on that very Day failing ir}3 the drehipelago 5 and that

5 as
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as they pafs'd by certain Rocks, the Mariners heard
a Voice calling Thamus, Thamus, very often and loud.
Now there being one of that Name on board the
Veffel, he anfwer'd to his Name: upon which the
Voice faid, When thou comeft to the Ifland of the Palodes,
proclaim it aloud, that the great Pan is dead. Which he
did accordingly, and there follow’d a horrible Howl-
ing and Roaring from the Shore of that Ifland. This
Puffage was afterwards made known to the Senate of
Rome, who thereupon, at the Inftance of fome noble
Romans, fent to enquire in the Prowinces, Whether
any remarkable Perfon had died on that Day?
And they were inform’d, That the Fezws had on
the fame Day put to Death Fefus the Son of Mary.
And Tiberius the Emperor, on the Credit of this
Paffage, being alfo inform’d of the Miracles which
efus wrought among the Fews, conceiving an im-
mediate, Veneration for fo divire a Perfon, caus’d
his Statue to be fet up in the Capito/, and would have
had him number’d among the Gods; but in this he
was oppos’d by the Sezate,-becaufe they had before
decreed, That no new Deities fhould be added to the
Kalendar.

In thefe Things I rely on the Account which the
Chriftians give of the Death of Fefus, though they
bring Authorities alfo and Teftimonies of their very
Enemies, and inveterate Perfecutors, the Gemtiles ;
who therefore, one would think, cannot be fufpeéted
of Partiality. Ina Word, Iknow not what to think
of thefe Things. For if it be true that Fefus died
on the Crofs for the Sins of the World, as the Chrifii-
ans believe, and that there is no other Way to be fa-
ved but by believing this ; then in what a fad Con-
dition are all the Fews and Mufalmans, the one
glorying in having murder’d the Savizur of the Waorld,
and the other not believing that he was murder’d ?
The firft feem to merit moft of Men ; fince though
the A& was cruel in itfelf, yet according to this Do-
Zirine it brought Salvation to all our Race: And
sherefore there was a Sost of Chriffians in former

Times,
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Times, who worfhipp’d the Serpent that tempted
Ewe, becaufe according to their Fairh, that Tempta-
tion was the firlt Step to Mankind's Happinels after
Adan’s Fall; and they plac’d Fudas (who betray’d
Fefus to the Fews) among the Saints, for having
been fo particular an Inftrument in the World’s Re~
demption.

If Fefus be the Saviour of Men, it is abfolutely ne-
cefiary to believe in him. But whether ke be, or be,
not, the Faith of the Clrifiians in that Point cannot
hurt them, fince our Holy Prephet himfelf has tanght
us, That Chrifiians fhall be faved, as well the Afuf
Sulmans: Whereas the Chriflians fay it is impoflible
for any to be faved, who follow the Law of Alabe-
met.  So that they have our own Grant for their
Salvaticn, which they deny to us. This is a great
Advantage on their Side in the Controverfly be-
twixt us,

For my part, I tell thee ingenuoufly, were I con.’
vinc’d that Fefus was the Son of Gop, and that he
fuffer’d Death for the Sake of Men, I could readily
embrace moft of the other Tenets of Chriftianity with-
out Scruple. I fhould not be frighted at their Zrvo-
cation of Saints, fince ’tis the fame as we do ourfelves
praétife ; nor would their Jmages and Pifures flartle
my Faith ; I fhould look upon thefe and a thoufand
more, as things indifferent in themfelves, and only,
made lawful or unlawful by the.Sanlion of Divine
Authority.

I fhould be moft puzzled to know what Charch to fix
in among fo many, all pretending to the right Way.
I have examin’d their diftrent Opinions, and find
Reafon, or fomething very like it, on both Sides. I
admire the Abffinence of the Greeks, Armeniars, and
generally of all the Eaflern Chriffians 5 yet their Igno-
rance diflafles me. I honour the Learning and Polise-
zefs of the Roman Clurch, and could almoft veil to
their Pretenfions of Antiquity, Univerfality, and iecor-
1upt Dolftrine ; but I am highly feandaliz'd at cheir
Lisentioufnefs, Pride, and Cruelty. ‘These is much to

B 6 . ke
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be argu’d for the Copti’s, Abyffins, Melchites, the Chri-
Slians of St Fobu, and other Churches ; but more to
be faid againit them. In fire, if I were to turn Chri-
fian, T fhould be in 2 Wildernefs, not knowing which
Path to take, for fear of mifling the right.

In the State therefore wherein I am, I will think
honourably of Fefus, as alfo of Mary his Mother,
who, at her daily Return from the Temple, found a
thoufand Sorts of Flowers in her Oratory. I will not
fpeak evil of any Perfon that has the Charalter of a
Saint: but in general, will defire the Interceflion of
all that are near to Gop ; ’tis ten to one, if fome of
them do not vouchfafe to prey for me. But whether
they do or not, Gpp hears me, and obferves my De-
votion ; and if he pleafe, my Petitions fhall be granted.
As for the reft, I will endeavour in all things 2 4o as
I awould be done ts, keeping my Confcience free from
Stain, fp that I may die in Peace ; and what becomes

. of me afterward, ’tis in vain to be {ollicitous, fince
the Decrees of Fate are irreverfible.

Tell me now, my Friend, whether thefe Thoughts
and Refolves be not more agreeable to Humanity,
than to be a furious Bigor for I know not what : Is
that a commendable Zeal for Religion, which under
pretence of defending the Truth, fticks not to afferta
thoufand Lies? Or zhat a laudable Charity for Souls,
which in order to their Salvation takes infinite Pains
to fet the World together by the Ears, and embroil
‘Mankind in perpetual Wars? What elfe do thofe
Difturbers of human Race, who, not contert with
the Limits which the Fortune of their Birth has fet
them, invade the peaceable Poffeflions of their Neigh-
bours, commit all Sorts of Violences, Rapines, and
Qutrages ; and all this under Pretext of reforming
the Manners of Men, introducing Purity of Religion,
and fulfilling the Will of Heaven? As if it werea
Mark of a Divine Commiffion, - to be barbaroufly un-
juft, perfidions, and favage ; and that the Height of
Piety confifted in thedding human Blood !

A ' ' For
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Forrmy part, I cannot approve of thefe Pradtices,
and therefore think it fafer to ftand aloof from all
Religions thus cruelly eftablifh’d, than by entring into
their inhuman Secrets, and fwearing to their fanguine
Articles, incorporate myfelf with profefs’d Murderers,
under the Notion of being a good Man.

Happy are thofe innocent Nations of the Eaff, who
from their firt Progenitors have kept inviolate the
Law of Nature; who have never defiled themfelves
with the Blood of Man or Beaft ; but every one con-
tenting himfelf with his native Home-ftall, and the
Fruits of his own Land, makes no Encroachments on
thofe that dwell near him, nor butchers the harmlefs
Animals to gratify his ill-natur’d Appetite. Thefe
fit under the Shade of their own Trees, and bathe
themfelves in the adjoining Streams: They go in
Peace into the Houfes of their Rural Gods, and pre--
fent them with Flowers, Rice, Fruits, and fuch as the
Ground brings forth : They never dream of foreign
Conquefls, nor are troubled with domeftick Broils, -
but lead their Lives in a perpetual Tranquillity and
Innocence. All that they defire of Heawen, is the
Continuance of thofe harmlefs Delights they at pre-
fent enjoy. As for the tumultuary Pleafures of other
Mortals, they have them in Contempt. This 1s an
Umbrage of the Felicity we are promis’d in Paradife,
where the Sound of the Drum and the Trumpet fhail
not be heard, and the Inftruments of War fhall be of
no Ufe. .

If thou chargeft me with Inconftancy in my Opi-
nions, 1 neither deny it, nor am atham'd ; it being
better to change one’s Thoughts every Day, than ta
be fx'd in Error all one’s Life. This to a Friend.

Paris, 18th of the 3d Moon,
of the Year 1667.

LET:
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LETTER 1V,
To Afis, Baffa,

THE Warriors and Mechanicks, Statefmen and
Fidlers, Courtiers and Husbandmen, Students
and Chimney-fweepers, are all taken up in difcour-
fing of the mighty Preparations the Grasd Signior is
making to befiege Candia. 'They talk of fifteen
thoufand Pioneer’s, who are at work in order to this
grand Undertaking ; and that the City is block’d up
by an Army of fixty thoufand Men : That they have
been raifing Batteries round about it ever fince the
MMoon of December ; and that the Sultar is refolv’d to
" win this important Place, though he hazard half the
Ottoman Empire.

"This is refrefhing News to Mabsmut, who has heard
nothing but improfperous Stories of the Mufulmans
Arms thefe many Years. Now I begin to lift up my
Head and take Courage, when the Empire of True
Beliewers makes fome Noife and Figure in the World 3
whereas my Heart perpetually droop'd before, I was
like one among the Dead.

It was but laft Year when the Nazarenes could
boaft, that notwithftanding all the Menaces and Pre-
parations of the Grand Signior, yet the Penetians were
the firft in Field by Land, and appeard earliet with
their Fleet at Sea, doing wonderful Things in Da/ma-
tia, and blocking up Canea in the 1le of Candy : Now
’tis to be hop’d, they’ll change their Note, and begin
to confider what a formidable Force they have pro-
vok’d againft them, even the Puiffance of all Afia,
Men of War from their Nativities, an Army of fe-
le& and chofen Soldiers, undaunted Hero's, Sons of
Thunder, magnanimous, invincible, and deftin’d to
vanquifh the aueireumeis’d Nations.

My



Vol. VII. & Spy at P aris. 15

My Heart is reviv’d within me at the Contempla-
tion of fure and certain Vi&torics, attending this glo-
rious Expedition. My Spirits are dilated with Joy ;
I celebrate 2 Dunalma in my Breaft. I am like an
Arabian Horfe, that foams, curvets, and paws the
Ground in Fiercenefs, when he hears the Sound of
the Trumpet warning to Battle; his Eyes fparkle
with martial Fury, a Smoke goes out of his Noftrils,
he lifts up the Voice of his Courage, his Rider can
hardly reftrain him. So I am all in Tranfport at thefe
good Tidings : I can hardly contain myfelf within the
Compafs of Moderation. As old as I am, I feel a
youthful Vigour ftirring in my Veins: Methinks I
long to be in the Heat of the facred Combat, in the
thickeft Clouds of Gunpowder-Smoak, to ftand the
Shock of Showers of Bullets, or with my Seymitar
in hand to hew my Way to immortal Honour and
Felicity : For thofe who die in this Caufe go ftrait to
Paradife. But I mult be contented with this tame
humble Poff, and ferve the Grand Signior in the Man-
ner prefcrib’d by my Superiors. I tell thee, ’tis no
fmall Mortifieation for an a&ive Spirit to be thus
confin’d. But Refignation becomes every good M/
Julman ; and I willingly facrifice my Pafliors to the
Pleafure of the Grandces of the Porte, and the Intereft
of the Ottaman Empire. R

Here I fit, like a Fox in his Den, watching the
Motions of the Infidels : If any thing occurs worthy
of Notice, out 1 balt upon it, and make it my Prey,
and fend it as a Prefent to the augu@t Miniflers. I
write to all by T'urns, and therefore none has reafen
to take Exceptions.

If thou wouldft know what they are doing here in
the Court of France; They are muftering the King's
Troops ; they are revelling and feafling at Perfailies,
the King's new Palace, where the Princes exercife
themfelves with the noble Dilcipline, which they
call running in Squadrons. Whilt Thoufands of Peo-
ple flock daily to Verfailles from Paris, and all the ad-
jacent Countries round about, partly to be SPcﬂator;'.

©
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of thefe Royal Paftimes, and partly to behold that
gorgeous Fabrick, which is efteem'd the faireft and
moft magnificent in the World. .

Serene Baga, this Monarch has a valt Genins s
whatfoever he undertakes he accomplifhes, and all his
Performances are furprizingly great. He has a deep
Forecaft; and feldom fails in his Judgments of what
will probably come to pafs. He is happily made,
born, and brought up. A Prince, one would think,
defign’d by Fate for theEmpire of the 17/

Renown’d 4fis, I kifs the Hem of thy illuftrious
Robe, and with a profound Obeifance bid thee
Adieu. .

Paris, 20th of the 4:h Moon,
of the Year 1667.

LETTER V.

7o Hafnadar Baffi, Chicf Treafurer
fo the Sultan.

AM convinc'd, ’tis naw time for me to be refo-
lute, bold, and aflur’d in my own Condu&t: For

tis in vain to ask Counfel of the fublime Miniflers. 1
have addrefs’d myfelf at certain Seafons to them on
that account, ever fince I came firft to Paris - Butnot
one of them has vouchfafed me an Anfiwer, or given
me any particular Inftru€tions how to deport myfetf
in an emergent Peril of Difcovery : Whether I fhould
own myfelf an 4zent fof the Grand Signior, or deny
it ; whether I fhould boldly ftand the Brunt of all
Events, or fly to Artifices and Evafions ; whether I
theuld perfit in aing the Moldowian, and continue
to perfonate a Chrifiian Student, an Ecclefiafiical Can-
didate under the feign'd Name of Titas; or frankly
tell
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tell them, I am a Muffulman, an Arab, and fecret
Slawe of the Sultan.

I ought to have been certify’d in thefe Cafes ; and
not left at random™to guefs, at this vaft Diflance, the
Pleafures of my Superiors. But fince it is their Will
thus to make trial of my Fidelity, Prudence, and
Skill in warding off the-Affaults of common Chance,
Misfortune, and the Attempts of {ly defignirg Men,
I'l} be as cunning as I can, without embarrafling my
Peace with conftant panick Fears and Apprehenfions
of 1 know not what. No vain Endeavours to avoid

~ the fix'"d Decree of Fate fhall make me change my
Lodging, or fly from every menacing Contingency.
T!l rather trult to Prowvidence and prefent Courage,
the Juftice of my Caufe and Native Innocence, leaving
the Event to Defliny.

By what I have faid, thou wilt perccive I am in
fome Trouble; and I can affure thee, thou art not
miftaken. I am hatter’d, hunted up and down,
and perfecuted worfe_than the Foxes, Hares, and
Hinds near Adriarcple; 1 am an old Man, and yet
they envy me the Happinefs of a natural Dezath :
they would not have me go down to the Grave in
Peace. I have been imprifon’d, threaten’d,” dogg’d
up and down the Streets, afluflinated in the dark,
had my Chamber fearch’d, my Letters in danger
of being feiz’d, with thofe of the Supreme Mini-

. flers. 1 have run the rifque of a Difcovery, by
meeting cafually an Jnfdel, whofe S/ave I once was
at Palermo in Sicily. I have been undermin’d by
Muffulmans, as well as Nazarenes, by Strangers, and
by Solyman my Coufin. Yet in all thefe Perils I have
acquitted myfelf faithfully, come off with Succefs,
and faved the Honour of my Sowereigz ; which is the
only thing for which Iam follicitous. But for ought
I know, my Care may prove in vain, and the Evils
which I have fo long fortunately efcap’d, may now
furprize and ruin me. As to myfelf, I care not
what becomes of me; and if the Secrets of my Com-
miffion be reveal'd, let the Miniflers of the Porte

anfwer
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anfwer for that, who would never give me the leaft
Direétion,

About two or three Years ago, I was forced to
remove from my old Lodzings, where I had refided
ever fince my firlt coming to Paris. The Dangers
that then aflaulted me, drove me to this Houfe,
where I fill am, in a very obfcure Place by the
Wall of the City. Yet even hither am I purfu'd by
‘watchful Enemies : New Hazards threaten me on all
Hands. Buc I am refolv’d to fly no more, unlefs
it be into the City Ditch, where I can find Admit-
tance through my Landlbrd’s Cellar. There is a
private Paffage, dug perhaps in elder Times, during
fome Siege, to ferve the fireight Neceflities of thofe
who then pofleffed this Houfe. It is fo cunningly
contriv’d, that human Wit can never difcover it,
unlefs by Chance, or by Direftion of thofe that
know it. The Ditch is dry, the Door of the
Houfe always lock’d ; and my trafty Hof fwears
no body fhall come in by Day or Night, till I have
made a fafe Retreat.  So that if all the Offcers in
Paris fhould come to fearch, I fhould have time to
pack up my Papers, and flink away into my lurking
Hole. And if they fhould by monftrous Accident
find the conceal’d Avenue, I could foon flip into
“the Fields, through the lat Poflern in the Wall, and
lock them in beyond the Puffibility of Purfuit ;
whilft I took care to hide myfelf afrefh, or leave the
Country.

This is my final Refolution, if ever I am put to an
Extremity again. In the mean time, I defire thee
to make it part of thy Care, that Mabmut fhall not
want for Money to carry on the Su/tan’s private Af-
fairs without a Baulk. I'do not demand unreafonable
Things: Let me but live, and have enough to defray
the neceffary Expences of my Serwice, and that’s all 1
crave. But let my Supplies be well tim’d and pro-
portion’d, that I may hufband my Perfion to the beft
Advantage : Or elfe I muft always prefs, and that’sa
Thing Lhate. I have writ to all the Treafurers that

went
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went before thee on the fame Aecount, and with equal
Boldnefs.” Therefore take not in ill part what comes
from blunt Sincerity, and conftant full Defires to {erve
effectually the Grand Signior. It will be very eafy for
thee to anticipate Mabmut's ExpeQations, without ex-
ceeding the Orders which thou haft receiv’d. Money
be damn’d, if we could breathe and ferve our Friends,
and carry on the Affairs of human Life without it.
I am an Arab, and could as freely pafs away my Time
in harmlefs Rambles o'er the Provinces of Afias as
thus to be confin’d to narrow fretting Circumftances,
the only Effe€ts of too unfhaken, unregarded, and
incorruptible Loyalty.

Wealthy Difpenfer of the Ottoman Gold, I ask no
Alms, but my appointed Salary ; in fending of which,
I defire thee to remember the old Romar Proverb,
which fays, That be gives tawice, avko gives in Seafon,

Paris, gth of the 6th Maon,
of the Year 1667. .

LETTER VL
70 Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew a# Vienna,

Know not whether I fhall live to hear from thee
again, or to {end thee another Letter. Age, Sick-
nefs, Misfortunes, together with the Malice of Men,
have laid a thoufand Snares for my Life; I am, as it
were, hunted by Nature, Prowidence, Defliny, and
Chance, into the very Toiles of Death; from whence
it will be very difficult for me to efcape. Not to amufe
thee, I am in danger of being difcover'd, feiz’d, im-
prifon’d ; and then thou knoweft, I can expeét ne
lefs than to be put to the Torture, and rack’d with
a thoufand Inventions of Cruelty, that {o they may
force me to confefs what I am, and what my Bufinefs
. 1S
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is in this Kingdom and City, where I have refided o
many Years.

1 was fufpe@ed by Cardinal Richlieu, for a Mufful-
man, as I have reafon to believe from feveral con-
vincing Circumitances of that Miniffer’s Carriage to
me, ever fince his firft Acquaintance with me at
Paris. And the fame Jéaloufy caufed his Succeffor,
Cardinal Mazarini, to put me into the Bafli/s, where
I was clofely confin’d for the Space of fix Moons.
And I might have lain there till this Time, for
cught I know, had it not been for the good Conduét
and honeft Fidelity of Eliachim. In fine, though I
have hitherto efcap’d Difcovery, yet I cannot flatter
myfelf that I fhall always do {fo. If they once lay
hold on me again, they will certainly fearch me for
the Scar of Circumcifion 5 and then all the Arguments
the Wit of Man can find, will not be of force to
blind them any longer, or fave me from the Ven-
geance of the State. They will certainly put me to
a cruel Death. ~ '

However, I'll baflle ’em if T can; and if I once
efcape, I’il bid adien to Paris, if not to the whole
Kingdom 5 being refolv’d not to truft any more to the
deceitful Security of new Lodgings in this City, anda
vain Removal fiom one Preciné&t and Houfe to ano-
ther : For the very Air of Parisis fatal to me. Iam
never free from Terror, whilft within thefe melan-
choly Walls. The Genius of the Place is at Enmity
with mire. Every Thing I cait my Eyes on, feems
to lowre and frown upon me : I ftart at the Voices of
Men going along the Streets, and difcourfing about
their own Affairs: And if any one knocks at the Door,
" I'm prefently upon my Guard, my anxious Soul ftill

labouring with fad Prefages of fome Calamity at hand,

ready to rufh upon me unawares.

Perhaps I may go to Lyons, where a Stranger may

. live an Age conceal’d, and void of Peril, as in this

City. - Or I may take a farther Journey to Mar/feilles,

Toulon, or any other Sea-port Town : where I will
expel new Orders from my Superiors.

In
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In the mean time, thou may’ft continue to addrefs
thy Letters as before : For that Courfe can never fail,
let me be where it pleafes Heaven. Eliachim will take
care of all Things. I writ to the Hafzadar Baffi on
the fame Account, defiring frefh Supplies of Money ;
which I fuppofe will come by the Way of Vienna :
1f fo, I truft to thy Prudence in ordering my Bills
with Speed, and the ufual Cautioufnefs.

Nathan, adieu: And whatever becomes of me, live
thou long and happily to ferve the Grand Signior.

Paris, gth of the 6tb Moom,
of the Year 1667.

LETTEIR VIIL
To the Venerable Mufti.

S the poor injur'd Labourer, or S/awe opprefs’d

by cruel and obdurate Maffers; as the defpair-

ing Client, who can find no Juftice from the Cbheicks,
Cadils, or Cadilefguers, fly immediately to the Serail,
to make their laft Appeal, and feck Redrefs from the
Great Arbiter of human Feuds: So falls poor Mah
mut proftrate at thy Feet, O Sacred Oracle of Mufful-
mans ; begging from thy Authority, whom no Be-
Jiewer dares to difobey, what I could never yet ob-
tain from any Mirifler of State, or Baffa of the
Bench: That is, how I muft a¢t in cafe I am difco-
vered, or barely fufpeQed, examin’d, and put to my
Oath, concerning my Bufinels at Par/s? Lay thy
fpeedy Commands on thofe whofe Care it ought to
be, that no Intelligence, Advice, or Counfel be want-
ing to me, the faithful Azent of the Porte, refiding here
- incognito, a Spy'upon the Infidels. Or at leaft, vouch-
fafe to fend me thy Infiru€tions, Rules infallible,
Orders of perfet Wifdom, and divine Sagacityi )
can-
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T canrot for the future ftand the Brunt of long
{fufpected Cafualties; Events which glimmer from
afar, like diftant Jgnes Fatui, or other vagrant
DMeteors of the Night: For fo Contingencies ap-

- pear, which are to come,  uncertain, and remote ;

-

though fometimes near at hand; yet with deceit-
ful Shew, they ftill miflead bewilder'd Mortals
in the dark. So the tird Traveller in Libyan
‘Wafles, is tantaliz’d by mocking Rays of Sands in
drifted Heaps, or flying Bodies loofely wafted by
the Winds; on which the Mooz ard Stars cafting
their Beams, create Refra@ions like Domeftick
Lamps or Tapers; and encouraging the difconfo-
late Man to hope for neighbouring Villages or
Towns, where he may reft his weary Limbs,
and find an hofpitable Entertainment; fecure from
Dragons, | Lyons, Tigers, or the more Fierce and
Cruel Race of Men, who lurk in fecret Places of
the affrighting Defars, to rob unwary Strangers, as
they pafs.

"Tis faid, moft Hok Patriarch of the Faithful, that
Men are thus degenerate, and tranfcend the Aorrid
Nature of the avildeft Beafis! But fadder fiill, that
Cities, firlt defign'd for San&uariss of the Difirefid,
fhould become worfe than Defarzs, and more Inbofpi-
table than the Purlieu of Dragons, or the dreadfal
Haunts of Lynxes, Crocodiles, and other Animals of
Prey. That Men pretending to be civiliz’d, to live
in Community, and reciprocal Participation of all
good Offices ; incorporated by the fame Laws, for
no other Erd, but to help, affift, and defend one ano-

ther againft all Foreign Enemics; fhould, inflead

of this, prove more barbarous than Savages, and
more voracious than Cannibals, whilft every Citizen
preys on his Neighbour, and devours him whom he
has {worn to prote&t. They all live by Robbery and
Spoil. The Rich and Potent fieece thofe whofe
Wealth is not fufficient to defend them from Oppref-
fion. Thus are Towns and Cities, from celebrated
Refuges of Men, become the Dens of Thirwves, anci

crue
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cruel - Murderers.  The whole Earth is ftain’d with
the Blood of the Poor: The Cries of Widows and
Orphans pierce the Hrewens: The Generations of
Men are corrupted with Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy,
Ambition, Envy, and a thoufand other Vices. Bro-
ther cannot truft the Son of his own Mother. Fa-
thers are unnatural to their genuine Off-fpring.
Children think the Days tedious which prolocg their,
Parents Lives. Self-Love teaches a Man to betray his
Friend, for whom he rather ought to lofe his Life.
An univerfal Defe&tion from Juftice and found Mo-
rality reigns every where.

But what is moft furprizing, is, that even among
thofe who bear the glorious Title and Chara&er of
the True Faithful Muffulmans, there fhould be found
a Crew of Mifcreants, Villains, and Traytors to
Gob, his Prophet, and their Sovereign. 1 {peak not
of fuch, whofe Genial Inclinations tempt them to
commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man but them-
felves. I tax no Drunkards, Gameflers, and thofe
amorous Perfons, who wafte their Bodies, Time,
Eftates, and facrifice their Reputation to Voluptu-
oufnefs. Thefe are but #enial Sins, and foon wafh’d
off by the appointed Purifications and Penances. A
litle Water, Duft, or Sand, with Fafting and de-
vout Invocation of the Eternal Allabh, cancels thefe
Peceadills’s 5 they are all put to the Account of hu-
man Frailty ; fuch is the Pleafure of eternal Goodnefs.
But I accufe the blacker Crimes of thofe, whom
fretting Envy ftimulates to perfecute their harmlefs
Neighbour : or bafe Ingratitude prompts to betray
their Friends; or native Malice teaches to feek out
all Occafions of doing Mifchief in the World. A
bufy, reftlefs Sort of Men, buzzing about like Wafps
or Hornets, flinging every one they faften on. Or,
like the Punes of Paris, 2 troublefome Kind of Fn/feés,
which interrupt the {weet Repofe of Men, creeping
vpon them in their Beds and Slumbers, and flily
biting them to fuck their Blood.

Such
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Such are the Mer of whom I now complain ;
who hatter me from Stratagem to Stratagem, from
one Retrenchment to another ; whofe Crime is
double, in that they are Perfons of my own Re/i-
gion; Profeffors of the Genuine Faith brought down
from Heaven, Followers of the Prophet, who could
neither avrite nor read; and Subjefts to the Grand
Signior.

*Tis a long time fince I had the firft Occafion to
accufe fome at the Seraglis, of private, {ly Attempts
to undermine and ruin me, that they might gain my
Poff. ’Twill feem invidious, even in my own De-
fence, after fo many Addrefles to the Miniffers of
the Porte, now to repeat their Names, and difcom-
pofe thy Sacred Thoughts with black Mesmoirs of hu-
man Malice. ’Tis not Revenge I feek, but for the
future how to efcape, if not prevent, the like Con-
fpiracies. Nor is it for myfelf alone, I cherifh this
unufual Zeal and Care; but for my Mafter’s Intereft
and Honour.

I’ve {erv’d near thirty Years in this precarious Stz-
tion, and never made the leaft falfe Step; or, if I
have, ’twas not difcern’d ; which is the fame Thing
ineffet. And I am very unwilling to mifcarry at
laft, through the Treachery of my pretended Friends
at Conflantingple, or for want of full Inftrutions from
the lmperial Divan.

*Tis for this Reafon, I prefume to addrefs to the
Dutt of thy Feet, Supreme Judge of the Faithful, beg-
ging the Interpofition of thy Paternal Authority on
my Behalf. .

There is one Thing more, which in all Humility
I recommend to thy Wifdom and Sanity. I have
often writ to thy Predeceffor on the fame Account, be-
feeching him to promote the Tranflation of Hiffories,
and other Learned Books, out of Foreign Languages
into Turkifb or Arabick : That fo Knowledge might
flourith among the Mufulmans, and the Infidels might
have no more Ground to call us Barbarous. Let Men
ilful in Langauages and Sciences be fought for. There

. are
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are not wanting fuch at Conflantinople, and in other
Parts of the Empire. Let them be employ’d in com-
piling an univerfal Hiflory of the World in Turkif 5
more ample, true, and corre&, than any that has gone
before it, in Greek, Latin, or any other Language.
This will bring eternal Honour to the Ottoman Em-
pire, and prove no hard Tafk to them that fhall un-
dertake it; fince it will be only a choice Collection
out of other Juthors; a Garland of Flowers cull’d
from the various Fields of Hiffory, and compoes’d toge-
‘ther with an Order full of Luftre and Beauty, the
whole Work being interwoven with a Cha of Chro-
nolgical Years ; which will not only give it a fingular
Grace, but alfo be of great Advantage to the Mugul-’
man Readers.

Succeffor of the pofiles, remember, that though
our boly Lawgiver could neither write nor read, yet
the fucceeding Caliphs encouraged Learning. Bene-
di€tion on the Souls of them and their Poflerity. So
will future Ages blefs thy Memory, if thou vquch-
fafeft to encourage this glorious Work : And Zthuriel,
the Angel of Science, will make thee his Afociate in
Paradife. T

With profound Submiflions I retire from thy facred
Prefence, begging thy Abfoluticn and Blefing.

Paris, gth of the 615 Moon,
of the Year 1667. *

LETTER VIIL

To Cara Hali, Phyfician 26 the Grand
Signior. -

Mong other Difpafibei T coild not forget what

I owe ta the long-con.inted Irgndthip which

hus Leen between us. Iiéving Leuure therefore be-
fore
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fore the Pof goes, I will inform thee of a Birb,
which has occafion’d little Joy to the Parents, but
much Admiration among all that hear of it, and
rais’d learned Difputes between the Profeffors of
Phyfick and Surgery.

In the Town of Weerteed near Ardenburg in the
Low-Countries, a Woman was lately deliver'd of a
monftrous Child, with two Heads, two Necks, four
‘Arms, and proportionably all Parts both outward
and inward double to the Navel, which feem’d to be
the Center of Union between the two Bodies: For
from thence dewnwards there appeared only the Pro-
portion and Shape of one Body, with two Thighs,
Legs, and Feet. The Faces were different ; one
{qualid and irregular, without a Nofe or Mouth, ex-
cept a kind of Orifice under the Chin; for the Eyes
poflels’d the Place of the Mouth, and a perfe& maf
euline Genital took up the Room of the Nofe: The
other was fair, and made with Symmetry, having
nothing extraordinary, faving two Teeth growing out
of the Gums.

This irregular Prodnfion has been curioufly diffe@ted

" by a famous Anatomift, who found two Hearts, two
" Stomachs, and the other Vitalsall fingle. What I have
faid is attefted by five profefs’d Phyficians, who opened
this wonderful Creature. -

There have been many Examples of extraordi-
nary Births, elpecially in thefe Parts of the World.
And I have read in a French Author, a Man of
Credit, That in the Year 1592 of the Chriflian He-
gira, a Woman of A4lfatia brought forth at once an
hundred .and fifty Children, ‘each but three Inches
long. .

l%ut what I fhall now tell thee, though it be not
remarkable for -the Number of Children, yet has
fomething fingular in the Circumftances that attended
it

Irmetrude, the Countefs of Altorfe, accus’d one of
her Neighbours of Adultery, becaufe fhe had three
Children at a Birth, faying, She deferved to be tied up

in
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in @ Sack, and thrown into the Sea. Next Year the.
Countef herfelf was delivered of twelve Sons all at a
Birth. And touch’d with Remorfe for the Sentence
which fhe had pronounc’d againft the other Woman,
concluding it now a juft Punifhment for herfelf, fent
a Maid with eleven of thefe new-born fnfants, com-
manding her to drown them in the next River, re-
ferving only one to be the Heir of his Father’s Eftate.

Fate had fo determined, that her Hufband the Earf
met the Maid as fhe was going to commit this exe-
crable Villainy : and afking her what fhe had got in
her Lap, fhe anfwerd, I am going to drown a feaw
Jyoung Whelps. 'The Earl being a great Hunter, and
confequently a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind to fee
whether any of thefe Whelps were of a promifing
Afpet; when to his Aftonifhment he found eleven
of human Shapes, all living and perfe&t, but very
fmall. He prefs’d the Maid fo far, that fhe confefs’d
the whole Truth. Whereupon enjoining her Silence,
and Aflurance of a good Reward, he caus’d her to
carry them to one of his Temants ; where being all
cherifhed and laid warm, he difpofed of them after-
wards in convenient Places, to be nurs'd and brought
up till they came of Age. Then he fent for them
privately to his Houfe, having firft apparell’d them
in the fame Fathion as their Brother was in wha
dwelt at home.

As foon as the Countefs caft her Eye on them, and
obferv’d their Number and Faces, fo exally re-
fembling him who had been always with her, the
wept in a Paffion betwixt Shame and Joy, confef.
fing her former cruel Intention; and falling at

* the Feet of her Lord, he pardon’d her. From thefe
Eleven defcend the Family of the Whelps or Guelphs,
fo renowned in Germmany, and bearing this Name from
the Maid’s Anfwer to the Ear/,. when fhe had them
in her Lap.

Such firange Produdtions as thefe, occafion various
Enquiries among the Plilofophers here in the 17/ :
Whether buman Souls be generated like the Bodies to

Cz which

0y
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‘which they are "united, &r whether they are creared
‘by the immediate Power of Gop., Affuredly thefe In-
“fidels are much in the Dark, and fhut their Eyes a-
gaintt the Light of the Oriental Sages. If the Pro-
“phets fhould rife from the Dead, they would not be
_able to convince thefe Uncircumeis’d, that all Things
vifible and invifible are from Eternity, ard that there
5 nothing neaw in the Syftem of the Univerfe, ex-
cept the various outward Forms, which change indeed
“according to the Laws of endlefs Tran{migration, and
Jometimes according to the Frolicks of Natare, who
loves to mix her Interludes and Antiques with the
eftablifh’d Senfes of every Age. :
. What I have writ is to divert thee : Bat when fhall
T have an Anfwer as from an old Friend ? Let not the
Honours of the Serai/ make thee forget thofe with
whom thou haft been once familiar, My dear Hali,
be nottoo much a Courtier. Thy long Silence and
Refervednefs forces this Language from me. Shall
Conftantinople blot out thy Remembrance of Arabia ?
Or the Blaft of a Monarch’s Favour be more valuable
than the durable Integrity ofa Countryman, a Friend?
If the Sultan trufts his Life in thy Hands, doft not
thou know that a Fit of Gripes, the Stone, Gout,
or any violent Diftemper, will turn all his Confidence
into Jealoufy ? I tell thee, he will fufpeét Poifon in
thy very Looks.

Therefore, continue to be the fame Man as thoun
wert formerly, and let not thy Improvements in
Phyfick make thee go backward in Moralizy.

Paris, 23d of the 6t Moon,
of the Year 1667:
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LETTER IX. |
T Nathan Ben Saddi, @ Jew af Vienna,

OW I fee thon art a Man of Bufinefs: Thy
Mind is cured of its religious Itch, and reftor'd
to a found Complexion. Perfevere, and be happy.
Let no vain Scruples of Confcience moleit thy
Soul, concerning the Peace that was lately made be-.
tween the Grand Signior and the German. Cares of
this Nature belong to thofe who fit at the Helm, and’
dire@® the Steerage of the State. As for thee and
me, our Part is only to obey, without enquiring
whether it be right or wrong that we are commanded.,
Every Thing is lawful to us that is enjoined by our
Sureriors : And the publick Reafon ought to fuper-
fede our private narrow Sentiments. W hatever Pre-
munires we incur by our Obedience, the Confcience.
of the State will be our Bail, our Advocate, and
our Ranfom : Therefore, once more, go on and
profper. ’
Thou couldft not have -done the Grand Signior a
greater Piece of Service,-than by thus happily infi-
nuating thyfelf with the Hungarian Fattion at Vienna :
For by that means thou becomeft Maffer of the Secrets
of both Sides, the Fanus that overlooks two oppofite
Cabals at once ; and fo may’ft not only form thy In-
trigues the better, but alfo give a clearer Light to the
Minifters of the fublime Porte. .
I am difpleas’d to hear of the frequent Confpiracies
that have been made againft the Emperor’s Perfon. Not
for any Love that I bear to him, or the Houfe of
Auftria 3 for I with there was not a Branch of that
inceftuous Stem left alive on Earth : But I never knew
fuch Kind of Plots, if once difcovered and pre-
vented, to take Effe@t again. Befides, they many
times {poil the main Delign: For what fignifies it,
if this Lmperor were feiz’d and put to Death, fo long,
C3 as

.
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as there is any one of that #yrannical Race furviving ?
.They are all of the fame Blood and Intereft ; edu-
cated alfo in the fame Principles and Maxims. Ina
word, they have all but one Game to play ; which
is, to aggrandize themfelves and their Pofterity for
ever. And therefore thefe clandeftine Methods of
Poifon or Aflaflin, will but make them more watch-
ful to prevent all Defigns of the like Nature for the
future.

' Remember, Nathan, that the Mark which thou
art to aim at, is to cherifh the Difcontents of Hun-
gary, by all the Arts of a cunning Statefman. Count
Peter de Sereni 15 a fit Subjet to work upon. The
Death of his Brother, and his own Difgrace at the
Imperial Court, with the rifing Fortune of Monti-
cuculi, have fill'd him with Sentiments of Revenge
and Envy. He cannot behold Count & Awverfperg in
Pofleflion of Carlefladt without much Refentment,
having with (o great Paffion begg’d that Gowernment
for himfelf. ’

If this Prince can but be induc’d to revolt, many
thonfands of the Croats, Dalmatians, and Sclavonians,
will take up Arms under him, which will at once
weaken both the German Empire, and the State of
Fenice. Befides, the Marriage of -his Daughter with
Prince Ragotfli, may engage the Tranfiivanians in
his Party. Count Nada/li alo, they fay, is not well
pleafed with the Cours, aiming to be Palatire of Hun-
gary, which has been refufed him. This News comes
to me but by Report: If it be true, thou art in the
fairer Way to fucceed. Such great Malecontents as
thefe will puzzle the Minifers of State, and exercife
the Policy of Prince Lobkowitz.

Befides, if Things fhould not proceed to an open
Rupture, yet, thou knoweft, the Hungariaus are of-
fended at the late Peace, which will not fail to put
them upon committing perpetual A&s of Hofility.
They ftomach it extremely, that the Town of Aeav-
bawwfel is in the Grand Signior’s Hands ; and they will
be always on their Guard in the neighbouring Parts,
‘ patroling

L
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patroling about, and fkirmithing with our Foragers :
Which will afford a good Occafion at any time for
our Sovereign to break the Peace, whenever it is for
his Intereft. There are abundance of Confequences
in fuch a Cafe, more than we can think of or fore-
fee, yet all to our Advantage. As long as we go
the right ‘way to work, all Things will fucceed
well. Make no falfe Steps, and there’s no danger of
ftumbling.

Remember ftill, that thy particular Charge is, to.
foment a Ciwi/ War between the Court of Vienna and
the Hungarians. *Tis no matter who gets the better
on’t. Let them quarrel to Eternity, and deftroy one
anaother in God’s Name: Then thall the Mufulmarn
Empire thrive,

Before God, you have a fise Opportunity, ye
facticus Comrades: But beware of fly Interlopers.
Damn the Eafinefs and good Nature (falily fo call’d)
of thofe who will admit any Man into their Cabal,
provided he puts on a fair Guife of one of the Party.
Ye can’t be too referved and clofe. D’ye think the
Emperor has not his Spies about in every Corner? A
Pox of your Stupidity, if you fuffer this brave Defign
to mifcarry for want of looking fharp. Damn yeu,
for a Parcel of old thread-bare Fools, if after fo many
Experiences you don’t furbifh up your Wits, and look
to yourfelves. There’s a Gottendorf, Railliwits, Skus,
the Knight Baron Leipfen, Elnard the bereditary Pre-
tender to the Marquifate of Thanu, with many others
whom I will not name in this Letter : By Mofes and
Mabomet they’re all Rogues; and if you truft them
too far, they furely betray you. .

Nathau, believe me, I would not write fo paflionate-
ly were my Life at all precions. But I have no other
End in protra&ting the Minute of my Tranfiigration,
than to exalt, as much as in me lies, the Majefty of
the Ottoman Lineage, avd to guard it from Dangers.
I am placed here on purpofe by Fate: And I'll do
my Daty, tho' the whole World fhould {putter their
Venom againft me.

Cs O I+

;
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O Ifraciite, both thqu and T muft fhortly leave this
Earth 5 or at lealt we muft change the Form of our
Earth. We fhall never ceafc to be fomething ;5 Gop
knows what.

In the mean time, be what thou feemeft to be,

Paris, 23d ¢f the the 6th Meon,
of the Year 1667.

4t

ETTER X.

To the moft Sublime and Magnificent of
the Muflulman Bafia’s, Achmet the
Vizir Azem.

AY Chaplets of immortal Flowers crown thy
1 noble Head, illuftrious Cuperyy, ftrong Prop
of the Houfe of Etrogrie/, main Buttrefs of the
Tower of the Se/zuccian Tribe, the Lineage of Otto-
man, Heir of the Heirs to Ifiae/, the eldeft Son of
our Father Abranan, the Glory of Men, and the
Beloved of Gob.

Not the unmatch'd Perfumes of 4rabia, not the
furprizing Odours of the Perfian Incenfe, which
they offered to the Sun, not all the moft fkilful
Compofitions of Eaflern Aramaticks put together, are
half fo fweet, as is thy glorious Name among the
ﬂ[z??dmam.

receiv’d thy Orders with a Reverence, Tecond
only to that which is due to the Grand Signior, and
will perform them with a loyal Alacrity. I per-
fectly comprehend thy Defign, and the Drift of the
Sfublime Porte: For thou haft (tated the Cafe like an
Oracl. ’I'will net be difficult, I believe, to fuggeft
under-hand to the French Court, the Advantage
they may make of the prefent Diftraftions in Hun-

gary:

.
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gary : For they are already become the Subject of
common Difcourfe. Leawis the Fourteenth, by en-
couraging thofe Malecontents, and fupporting their
Caufe with private Difburfements of Money, will
doubtle(s facilitate his own defigned Conquefis on the
Neighbourhoods of the Rbine. ~For if the Hungarian
Lords proceed to an open Revolt, and throw them-
felves under the Sultan’s Prote&ion, the Emperor of
Germary will be obliged to turn all his Forces that
Way : ‘which yet will ‘not be able to withftand the
‘United Armies of the Hungarians, Croatians, Hey-
dukes, Tartars, and the moft invincible Ofmans. So
that by this means, the Empire will be weaken'd on
both Sides, and in fatdl Danger of its final Diffolu-
tion ; whilft the Strength and Power of the Grasd
Signior, and the King of France, his Noble 4/f, will
daily increafe.

Befides, this will put all Europe into Divifions and
Parties, according as their Intercfts and Affe@tions
incline them, fome fiding with the Emperor, others
with the French King; whilft the Generality will
ftand Neuters, and contemplate the Iflue of thefe
. Wars, without affifting one Side or t'othem Than
which, nothing can fall out more haypy or propitious
for the facred Morarchy of the Ofmans.

In Obedience to thy Command, I have written to
Nathan Ben Saddi on this Account; altogether as
from myfelf, not giving him the leaft Ground to con-
jeQure, that I had receiv’d an Order from the Porre.
T frequently take the Liberty to counfel that honeft
Few in many Cales ; inviting him to Projeéts in Ge-
reral Terms, and to do fome extraordinary Service
-for the Grand Signior. So that he will imagine my
weiting now is only of courfe, without fufpeéting any-
thing elfe.

1 befeech thee to fersd me all the Inftru@tions that
are needful for me, not only to carry on this Affair
profperoufly, but ail others refating to the Perre. I
will be carefel to tranfmit thy Commands ro Nathar
Fen Jadidiy in {uch a2 Difguite, as he fhiall net dsem
: C3; - thep
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they are any other than his own Propofals : Since
thou doft not think it fit that the Majefty of the Porre
thould appear to be concern’d in a Bufinefs of this
Nature, efpecially fo foon after the late Peace con-
cluded with the Emperor.

’Tis an invaluable Honour thou haft done me, in
trufting to my Condu& an Intrigue, whofe Effe@s,
for ought I know, may reach all the Nations of Eu-
rope, and laft till the Day of Doom. Queftion not my
Fidelity, for ’tis of Proof: Befides it many times
tempts a Man to be falfe, when he knows he is fuf-
petted to be fo.

Iam Slawve of the Slawes of thofe who ftand near
the Sultaw’s Perfon, and confels Mohammed to be the
Apofile of God. More particularly Iam devoted to
thofe who have the Honour to ferve thee, the
Grand Pillar of the Ofinan Empire. God perpetuate
thy Felicity. :

Paris, 23d of the 7tb Meon,
of the Year 1667.

LETTER XL

To the Selittar Aga, or Sword-Bearer
Y £o the Sultan.

HESE Parz abound in A&ion at this Time,
Couriers run up and down from Cowrs to

Conrt with fecret Difpatches, and Matters of deep Im-
port. 'The Death of the Queen of Poland, and of Pope .
Alexander VII, occafion this new ftirring and buftling
in Europe. She died on the 1oth of the gth Moon -
He on the 22d. Every Kingdom and State in the
Teff,. have fome Intereft to make or preferve 5 fome:
i Defign
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Defign to form or to carry on, the Succefs of which’
many times depends on the well managing the Con-,
fequences of thefe great and fatal Breaches, which:
Death makes in the Families of Mighty Potentates,
Houfes of Royal Defeent,

The French Court were all diflolv’d in Joy, for the
Marriage of the Duke of Guize with Madamoifelle d”
Alengon : They were in the midft of the Nuptial
Triumphs and Feftival Solemnities, when the Black
Exprefles came, which foon turn'd all their Mirth to:
Mourning, at leaft in outward Appearance, For it
was not decent for the Sons to continue longer revel-
ling, when the Great Father lay embalm’d in order
to his Sepulture. Therefore to prevent Idlenefs, the
King thought fit to change the Paftimes of the Courz
for more neceflary Bufinefs; and the {oft Entertain~
ments of Hymen, for the rugged Toils of War. He
caus’d his Armies to march into Flanders, to give his
Queen Pofleflion of . certain Effates fallen to her in
thofe Parts. 'This furpriz’d the Low Countries, who
began to demolifh feveral Places of Strength, that had‘:
not {ufficient Garrifons to defend them.

The King was himfelf in Perfon at the Head of his
Army, which gave immenfe Courage to his Scldiers.
So that Joxrnay quickly furrender’d to him, on the
24th of the 6th Moon; and Doway not many Days
after. In the mean while, the Marefthal & Aumont,
with another Army, takes Bergue and Furnes near
Durkirk. Then he befieges Lifle, which was taken
alfo after Seventeen Days ;5 but not without the Kizz’s
Prefence ; who appear'd indefatigable, always on
Horfeback, or in his Coach, going the Rounds, and
furveying all ‘the Works. He flept in his Coach
that Night the Town was taken, on a Bridge not
far from Ghent. ‘They have alfo taken Courtray,
Oudenarde, and A2, They have defeated the Prince
dr Ligne, and the Court de Marcin. In a word, they
have done fo many Great Things this Campaign,
that all Flanders is ftupified as at a Mirack. ’

Co6 Hloffrious
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Illuftrious A4ga, T havein a fort of Aliniature pre-
- fented thee with a true Efigies of Weflern Affairs at
this Jun@ure. Let not my Abruptnefs difpleale thee ;
fince this Epitome defcribes the Truth as lively, as if
I'd fil’d an Ell of Parchment up with Words.

. Paris, 2d of the 8th Mion,
of the Year 1667,

LETTER XIIL
To Dgnet Oglou.

I Know not whether I have Reafon to rejoice or be
fad in my prefent Circumftances ; fo ambiguous
are the Events of human Life. Even the mcft blan.”
difhing Gifts of Fortune, and fuch as we are extremely
taken with, many times prove like the 7r¢jan Horfe,
only fair and gay in outward Appearance: whillt,
like that deceitful Engine of the Grecian Craft, they
carry an Army of hidden Calamities within, which,
in the midft of our fecure Repofe, when we leaft
dream of any Evil, ruth upon us from their concealed
and unfufpe¢ted Ambufcades, put usall in Terror and
Confufion.

However, fince I have had a fufficient Share of
Trouble, Grief, and Melancholy; now let other
{prightly, chearful Paffions take their Turn, be the
Event how it will ; I cannot always bear the Burden
of a loaded Spleen, cramm'd and puff’d up with
melancholy Winds, the Embryo’s or Vehicles at leaft
of horrid Thoughts, perplexing Cares, and black De-
fpair. Befides, methinks, I have a fit Occafion to be
merry ; being by a very pleafing Accident, at once
rid of a great many vain Doubts and Anxicties,
(which have difturb’d my Peace for thefe Three or
Four Years) and reftor'd to the charming Co{r;';'er-
: - ‘ ion
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fation of Daria, whom thou may'{t remember I fo
paflionately lov'd in the Days of my Youth.

Know then, that one Day as I was walking i in
the Streets, I met that lovely Greek in Diourning.
Surpriz'd above meafure at. the Sight of a Perfon, for
whom I had formerly cherifh’d fo great an Efteem ;
I ftood fill at firft, like one Thunder-ftruck. I
could not forbear queftioning my own Senfes, and
giving the Lye to my Eyes, which aflured me it
was fhe. Neither Age nor Abfence had effac’d her
lov'd Idea from my Memory, or fo much chang'd
her Face, but that I eafily call'd to Mind the Objeét
of my Amorous Defires.  Yet my Affonithment was
fuch at this unthought-of Interview, that I had not
Refolution enough to believe myfelf ; and her
Amazement fecm’d no lefs than mine ; whxlft neither
of us had Power to fpeak, but ftood like Fools. Till
1, atham'd longer to lofe myfelf in fuch an effe-
minate Confuﬁon of Spirit, firflt broke leencc, not *
without fome Rapture and Emotion, crying out,
¢ Is it Daria or her Ghoft, I fee ? Has Fortureblefs'd
¢ or mock’d me at the Fatal [Tour ? Or do deludmg
¢ Nympks and Fairies haunt the Streets of populous
¢« Cities, 'walkirg about in borrow’d Forms, and
¢ mixing with the Throng of Morals, to tantalize
¢ our fofteft Hopes with a falfe Shew of fome dear
¢ Lover, Friend or Perfon highly wifh'd for, never
“ to be enjoy'd? It may be true, that Cytherea left
¢ her Heawen, (as Virgil does relate) and in a Tyrian
¢ Drefs met the Heroick Offspring of Auchifes in the
¢ Fields, amufing him with a difguaifed Semblance
¢ of Mortality and Human Race, until her Hea-
“ wenly Voice difcover’d that fhe was a Goddefs. . So
‘¢ us’d Diana to defcend in dead of Night, and mix
¢ the Slumbers of Endymion with fmmortal Dreams 3
“ fiealing foft Kiffes “from the lovely Youth, and
¢ whifpering Celeftial Words into his Ears, more
¢ forcible, than the Songs of Orphens, when he
¢ mov'd the Trees and Rocks to Paflions of Platonick
¢ Love. At other times they would come down,

< and

~
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¢ and take the Air of copl Mount Heeszus, or the
¢ lofty Ida. Thus Melpormene, Clio, and the reft of
¢« the Sacred Nine, would often vifit the refrething
¢ Heights of their belov’d Parnaffus ; from whence
¢ defcending to the fhady Banks of Helicon, with
¢ more than Mortal Voices, would awake and tempt
¢¢ the wanton Eccho’s to ftrike up, like Unifons, and
¢ join in Concert with them, whilft they chaunt the
¢¢ Praifes of fome Demi-God, or Hero, whom they
¢ love. But that a Goddefs, Nymph, or Mufe, did
¢« e’er frequent the common Crowd of Mortals in a
¢ City, is not to be credited: Therefore, unlefs I
® dream, it is Daria I behold.”

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher Ecftafies
at mentioning of her Name, but that fhe {mil'd,
and interrupted me with an obliging Referved-
refs, and faid, ¢ Maklmat, if you are the Man
““ I take you for, and would have my Efteem,
¢ be lefs paflionate, and leave off this wild way of
¢« Railfery : We both are paft the Vanities of Youth :
¢¢ Qur Years fhould now retain no remnant Froths
¢« of early boiling Blood, and young, green, foolifh
¢ Pafions.”

I took this only for a Female Banter, and Effay of
Woman’s Craft, to try the Senfe and Humour of a
Man. For, thou knoweft, the greateft Princefs loves
a truly paflionate Addrefs, tho” nat a puling, whi-
ning one ; befides, 'tis the Fafhion here in France, to
nfe Romantick Forms of Speech, when they make
Love. However, in regard it was inconvenient to
lofe more time, in the open Strect, by this Sort of
Difcourfe, I invited her to a Houfe, where we might
converfe with more Freedom. She accepted the Mo-
tion, and I conduQed her to the Houfe of Eliachisz
the Fezv. ’'Tis pleafantly feated on the Banks of the
River Seize, and has a fair Garden belonging to it.
Eliachim: happen'd to be abroad, which gave us z
ketter Qpportunity of improving of Time, without
the neceffary Interruption of Salutes, Compliments,
&e. nfual in fuch a Cafe. And I had the Com-

mand
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mand of his Houfe, as though he had been there
himfelf.

It being in the Heat of Summer, 1 led Daria into
a little, fhady, green Retreat, in the midft of the
Garden, out of the Reach of curious Ears; where
under the cool refrefhing Shelter of a wide-fpread
Beach, we fat down and call’d to mind our former
Acquaintance and Friendfhip. Daria flill retain’d
her Native Modefty and Prudence, neither had the
external Beauty of her Face fuffer’d any greater De-
triment, than what befals the faireft Rofes, Violets,
or other Flowers, which even in their moft decay’d
Eftate, merit the Charalter of amiable Sweetnefs.
However, the Luftre of her Wit, and Goodnefs of
yher Humour, {upply’d all other Defeéls.

I proteft, my Dgnet, it was impoflible for me to
fee, and not to love again, a Perfon whofe Idea
was once fo domeftick and familiar to my Soul
And I was the more animated to make my Cour,
when fhe told me, that fhe was a IWidsw. Twas
eafy to forget, or banifh from my Thoughts, her
former faithful Treachery, in acquainting her
Hufband with my Amour. Love foon removes all
puny ObfRacles; ’ts ready, prompt, and dextrous
to find Excufes for the greateft Faults a Friend can
ever commit : much more ingenuous to palliate the *
Peccadill?’s of a Miftrefs. This Generous Paflion,
by a peculiar Force, extirpates all Revenge, and blots
out the Alemoirs” of pafs’d Unkindnefles.- It ever
{prings and blooms with frefh defires, young vigorous
Inclinations : Like to the Palm oppreffed with
Weights, it higher grows: 'Twould fain increafe,
dilate, and firctch itfelf to Immortality. Theres
no Confideration, but that of Honour, can pretend
to match, or fland in Competition with the Divine
Regards of Love. And yet the moft exalied Human-
Glory often veils to this foft Paffion : The Conque-
rors of the World fuffer themfclves to be overcome
by Women.

Wonder
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‘Wonder not therefore, that I, who am Fleth-and
Blood as well as other Men, could not now defend
- myfelf from fair Daria’s Charms.

Excufe me in that I cannot now give thee any far-
ther Account of this Adventure ; being interrupted
by a Meflenger from Eliachim the Few, who brings
me Word, my Mother is very fick, and wants my
Company. Expe&t another Difpatch fpeedily.

Paris, 152 of the 10th Moon, ,
of the Yeur 1667.

LETTER XIIIL
To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter

of the Cuftoms, and Superinten-
dant of #be Arfenal ar Conftanti-
nople.

s IS written in the Fases, That Man fhould once
at leaft be vanquifh’d by a #oman in his Life.
But ’tis my Chance to be twice fubdued by one of
that fair Sex. Iknow not whether I acquainted thee
with the Love I formerly bore to Daria, a beautiful
Greek Lady fojourning in Paris. Neither have I at
this Inftant an Opportunity to look over the File of
my Letters, they being in my Ledgings, and I at,
Eliachim’s Houlfe, where I writ this Letter, for the
fake of 2 Convenierce, which offers itfelf, of fending
thee a fmall Prefent of Wat:bes and Oriental Stones,
by a Few, a-DMerchant, who is juft departing for ®ox-
Santinople.
< However, if thou art curious to know the Circum-
ftances of this Amour I {peak of, our Friend G/
can inform thee of it. In the mean time, {uffer me
to

-

s
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to vent fome of my Thoughts concerning Women,
and the Love of themn rooted {o deeply in our Hearts
by Nature. None of our Sex could €er efcape this
gentle Paffion, it beirg mixed ard blended in our
very Original Embryo’s, and after cherifh’d with our
Mothers Milk. It was the peculiar Myftery of our
Nurfes, by a thoufand Female Tricks and Arts of
neceflary Tendernefs, to blow and kindle up the
little Sparks of this immortal Fire, within our In-
fant Souls 3 whilt from their Breafts we fuck’d and
guzzled down inebriating Philters and Love- Potions,
more forcible and durable than thofe the Greciaz
Maids compound by magick Rules when they wou'd
captivate fome lovely Youth within their Snares. Our
Blood thus fed with early fympathetick Draughts,
becomes the Seminary of a thoufand amorous Incli-
nations ; general, unform’d, and volatile Affetions
to that Sex : ’Till Time and Opportunity fix our
loofe Defires on fome particular Maid, whom Fute or
Chance has brought into our View. At the firfk
Glance, fhe darts from her enchanting Eyes the per-
fe&t Image of her Sou/, which penetrates like Light-
ning, oyr ‘moft interior Faculties. The fwift Ifa
transforms us into its own Similitude ; like melted
Wax we take the mementary Impreflion of a Figure,
which may laft as long as we; or if we melt again,
’tis but to receive fome other Stamp of Love. Thus
our whole Life pafles away in an enchanted Circle of
Amours. ’

However, ’tis the Part of a wife Man to regulate
this Pafion, and not fuffer it to degenerate into Do-
tage. There is much to be {aid in Praife of Women,
and not a licle in their Difparagement: As weare
Riddles to ourfelves, fo that Sex is in a higher Degree
Myflerious and a Paradox.

>T'would be a kind of facrilegious Envy to conceal
their Excellencies, and the Advantages they have of
us in many Regards, whilft our partial Pen fhall only
publith their Defe€@s and Infirmities. Some Hebreaw
Doclors, from the different Names of Adaz and Eve

draw
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draw Arguments to prove the Dignity and PerfeQion
of the Female Sex, in that Adam fignifieth [Earth]
but Ewve exprefles [Life]. For they affirm, that every
Name which Gop impos’d on any Thing, defcribes
its Nature and Qualities, as a Pifure reprefents the
Origiral. Therefore by how much Lifz is more to
be efteem’d than Earzh, by {fo much more excellent,
in the Opinion of thofe Rabbies, is Woman than
Man.

They go farther alfo ; and from the Affinity be-
tween Ewe’s Name and the Sacred Name of Gonp, the
ineffable Tetragrammaton the Cabalifs borrow Proofs
in Confirmation of their DoZrine.

I know not whether fuch Critical Obfervations be
of any Moment or no, in this Cafe ; yet thou know’ft
that all the Eaffern Languages are full of hidden My-
fteries ; each Word and Letter being impregnated with
fome Diwine or Nataral Secrét, befide the common
obvious Senfe. Thus A/ Zerbi, the holy Muffulman
Do&or fays, there’s Magick in the Sacred Name of
Fefus, and that whene’er it fhall be once pronounc’d
through the great Tube or Trump of Michael, it fhall
caufe all the Powers in Hegven, in Earth, and Hell,
to bow the Knee. This Ghbbe whereon we tread,
fhall tremble, and all the Elements melt away 3 the
Firmaznent fhall be fnatch’d up like to the Motion of
an Eaflern Antiport, Veil, or Curtain. The wide-
firetch’d Orbs above fhall warp and rowl together, as
a [corched Skin, or a Piece of Parchment does before
a Fire. So forcible will be the Energy of that tre-
mendous 0 R D by which the Uniwverfe was made,
when Gop defigns to rend this vifible World of ours
in Pieces, that he may reveal his nobler Works, the
Worlds invifible and eternal. This mighty Frame on
every Side will bow, and yield, and vanifh : not able
to fupport the crowding Train and Luftre of immortal
Glories, radiant, bright -E/ferces, defcending in a Body
from the high Palaces of Gop, the infinite Solitudes
and Receffes of the Omnipotent.

‘ Thou
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Thou haft no Reafon to be fcandaliz’d at what I
write as if I were a Chrifian. ‘Thou feeft I have a
Docor of the Arabs for my Author : A True Beliewer,
and reputed Saint. Befides, if I am worthy to ad-
vife thee, let not the common Praltice of Afufful-
man Profeffors in the Imperial City tempt thee to
defpife the Blefféd Son of Mary, of whom our Hely
Prophet {peaks fo honourably. How many Chap-
ters in the Akoran do celebrate his Praife ? I rather
" counfel thee to imitate the honeft Turtomans, who
are efteemed the beft of True Beliewers. Thefe
honour both Fefus and his matchlels Virgin-Mother :
So do the Chupmefiafi, and all good Mufulmans.
As for the reft, they're either fuperftitious and
morofe Faxaticks, profligate Renegadoes, or loofe, wild
Libertines, who fear neither Gop nor Man.

And now I've mentioned that incomparable Afzry
Mother of the Meffias, of whom the mighty Alkeran
fpeaks fuch venerable Things; it is a fit Occafion to
return from my Digreffion, and proceed in relating
what the Feaifh Rabbies fay further in Commendation
of the Female Sex. )

They confider the Order which Gop, according to
the #riting of Mofes, oblerved in the Creation, wiz.
that among his Works, fome are incorruptible and
immortal ; others fubjett to Corruption and Change ;
and that as he began in the nobleft Species of the
former, towit, pure feparate Spirits; o he ended in
the moft illuftrions of the latter, thatis, Woman;
the laft of all his Works, and the moft perfe@t of
compound Beings : For in her are center’d and con-
fummated the Nature of the Heavens, the Earth,
Air, Fire, and ‘Water, with Minerals, Plants, and
Animals, and whatfoever elfe was made before her.,
* This is the Opinion of fome Hebrewv Writers, who
believe, that Gop having made Ewve, and then fur-
vey'd the Syffern of his Works, found rothing more
excellent or divinely fram'd than Woman, There-
fore in her he refted and commenc'd the Sabbath,
as if his Power and Wifdom now were tird and

foil’d,
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foil’'d, ard that he could not flart the /dea cf another
Creatuse more perfet than her: Or, as if he did
not cfleem the Uniwerfe itfelf compleat without the
laft and moft accomplifh’d of his Works. For they
hold it is abfurd to believe, that Gop wou'd finith
fuch a prodigious and admirable Tafk, in ary mean
or abjeét Thirg. They alfo illuftrate this by a
Similitude, afierting, that the World being as it
were an entire Circle, it follows by neceflary Con-
fequence, that it was finifh’d in that Part, which by
the mott intimate Union couples the firt Atom to
the latt.

They endeavour to firengthen this by the com-
mon Principle of Philfophy, which teaches that the
End is always firft in the Lntention, and 11l in Exe-’
cution.  Fomen therefore being the It Work of
the Creation, it is ev'dent, fay they, taat fhe was
the chief Defign and Aim the .#/m:;fz; had in buid-
ing this immenfe Fabrick, which le {rft furnithed
and adorned with infinite Riches and Telights, and
then introduced ber, as into her own native, proper
Palace, there to reign as abfolute Queen over all his
Works.

Befides, they take Advantage from the particular
Place of her Creatien to exalt ber, in that fhe was
form'd in Paradife among. the Augels, wheteas Man
was made in the Common Walte among the Brutes.
And therefore they fay, 7Pomen have this peculiar
Privilege, that when they look down from any emi-
nent Height or Precipice, they feel no Dizzinefs or
giddy Symptoms in their Head, no Mift or Dimnefs
in their Eyes, being, as it were, nearer their proper
Element, or lofty Birch-place ; whereas it is common
for Men to be troubled with thefe Accidents in fucha
Cafe. -

But the moft prevailing Argument they ufe, is
talzen from the ftupendous Beauty of that Sex, which
like the finer Sort of Cloudsin Summer, feems toen-
grofs the Splendors of immortal Light, and fo refle&
them on the World. How matchlefs is a #oman’s

Form?
LY
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Form? What dazzling Majelly environs her from
Head to Foot? Gaze on her lovely Countenance
without Aftonithment ; or fix your Eyes on her’s
without an Ecftacy ; thofe Lights which do miflead
the Morning Stars, and caufe the Gods to ramble from
their Heaven, if what the Ancient Poets fay be true.
So did Apolls for his Daphne, and Fupiter for others
of that charming Sex. Neither need we wonder at
this, fince the #ritten Law itfelf records, that Angels
fell in Love with admirable Maids of Human Race,
and took ’em for their Wives or Concubines, from
whom the Progeny of Giants came. Thus more
modern IFriters teftify, that incorporeal Spirits and
Deamons of all Ranks and Qualities, both good and
bad, have been enflamed with ardent Paffions for
fome Mortal Firgin. Which is no falfe or vain O-
pinion, as the incredulous Part of Men would fain
infinuate, but a2 known T'ruth, confirm’d by many
Experiences. -
Indeed, fo admirable is the Figure, Voice, and
Misn of a fair Woman, that he is wilfully blind,
who does not fee, whatfoever Beauties the whole
World is capable of, concenter’d in that Sex. And
for this Reaf%n ‘tis, that not only Man, with Aagels,
Damons, Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of
Ratisnal Beings, admire a fair Woman; but_ allo the
very Brutes are ftrack with a profound Amazement
at her Sight : With Sighs and filent Vows the Axi-
mal Generations pay Homage to her, and adore the
ftately Idol. Every Thing in Natare is enamour'd,
and lies proftrate at her Feet: She alone commands

the Uniwverfe. :
Yet after all, my Brother, they have their dark
Side too, like the reft of mixed Beings. They are
the Frontier Paffes of the World abave, and that be-
low ; the Gates of Life and Death, the very Ave-
nues to Heaven or Hell, according as they zre us'd.
Like Fire they’ll warm and refrefh a Man, if he
keep at a due Diftance ; buat if he approach too near,
they'll feorch and blifter him, if not confume him
- quite,’
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quite.  Or, like that other. Element of Water,
they’re very good and ferviceable, whillt kept within
their Bounds ; but let them once break down the
Banks of Modefty, they’ll threaten all with Ruin,
In a word, ’tis neither fafe to vex ’em in the leaft,
or humour ’em too much. _The Excefs of Fondnefs,
as well as the Defedt~of natural Love, may equally
undo us. Prudent Generofity is the only Method
of making ourfelves happy in the Enjoyment of this
Sex.

Dear Pefleli, let us reverence ourfelves, and then
we cannot fail of due Refpe& from our Wiwves and
Concubines. For they love a Man that's truly mafcu-
line and brave.

Paris, the 15th of the 10th Moon,
of the Year 1667. -

LETTER XIV.
To the fame.

UST as I'd finifh’d t'other Letter, I was alarm’d
afrefh with new Difcoveries of So/yman’s Trea-
chery. That barbarous Dog is certainly an Imp of
Hell, a Devilin human Flefh ; an adventitious Plant,
pluck’d from the dreary Banks of Phlegethon, or Co-
¢ytus, and engrafted in our noble Stock, on purpofe
to ruin and deftroy us. The whole Zri2e is bound to
curfe him with immortal Execrations. He induftri-
oufly feeks and fludies all Occafions to do mifchief.
His Veins fure fiream with fierce Venoms, rather
than with” human Blood. The Poifon of Dragoxs
and 4jps is under his Tongue, and the Gall of Crocs-
diles within his Lips. His Lungs breathe nothing but
infernal Smolzes ; the Spirit Negider times the Syfok
and Diaflole of his Heart; and his whole Body ]x; a
en
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Den of Fiends, as foul and black, as thofe which
guard the Throne of the great Prince of Darknefs.

I could have eafily forgiven his {ly malicious At~
tempts upon my Life and Honour, his interloping
Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies and Slanders, with
all the Train of his perfidious A&ions: But that he
fhould abufe the virtuous Fatima, Daughter to our
Uncle Ufeph, is an Injury I can’t put up, or pardon.
That innocent Lady ne’er deferv’d fuch cruel, un-
manly Ufage at his Hands. The Dregs of a thoufand
bitter Curfes be his Potion to drink in He//, unlefs he
repent of this prodigious Bafenefs, and make honour-
able Satisfattion.

Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Sohman's
Crime, that fills me with fuch implacable Refent-
ments. Know then, that Fatima’s Hufband being
call'd to the Grand Signior’s Service in the Wars of
Dalmatia, and for that Reafon forced to tarry from
her above thefe fourteen Moons, fhe entrufted Sohyman
with an Affair of grand Importance, a Matter which
concern'd her Life, Honour, and Welfare in the
World. It feems fhe had a Quarrel with an old Gre-
cian Hag, who fought to proftitute her to the Great
Cadi of Smyraa, where fhe lives. - This Grandee
had by a ftrange Accident feen Fatima in a Bath, fre-
quented only by HWomen of Quality. However,
through fome Negleét of the Servants, ke was not
{py’d himfelf, but went away deeply in Love. That
Paflion, thou knoweft, makes every body reftlefs,
that is tormented with it. He knew not how to
cafe himfelf, but by communicating his Thoughts
to the forementioned Grecian Widow, whom he had
often made the Confident of his Amours. The
thorough-pac’d Bawd foon promis’d him Relief,
and that fhe would accomplith his Defires. How-
ever, fhe fail’d, and found herfclf miftaken, when
fhe came to tempt the inviolate Chaftity of Fatima :
For all her glittering Promifes, her fofteft Rberorick
could never corrupt a Heart eftablified firm in
Virtue,

Mad
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* Mad at her Repulfe, fhe ftudies how to be re-
veng’d, conceiving it not impoflible to bring her De-
figns about by Violence, fince fair Perfuafions would
not do. She frames a formal Accufation againft
Fatima before the Cadi, taxing her with Witcheraft
and other Crimes upon Oath. The Cadi having
learred his Leflon, would not hear the Caxfe in open
Diwan ; but pretending Indifpofition of Body, caus'd
her to be brought before hiin in his private Bed-
Chamber. The Greet had ready by her feveral
fuborn’d Witnefles, to depofe moft horrid Things-
againft the innocent Woman. When the Cadi pro-
fefling an entire Refpe& to Fatima’s Hufband, feem’d
to take Pity on her Circumilances, and wav'd the
farther Profecution of the Caufe till another Time,
keeping Fatima Prifoner in the mean while in his
own Palace.

All this was manag’d fo privately, that no body in
the Town took notice of ir, fave an Acquaintance or
two of the Grecian Widew’s, and Solyman our worthy
Coufin, who happen’d to be at Smyraz in this very
Juntture among his other Rambles.

Perfons in trouble are willing to fly for Refuge
20 any Friend, defiring their Affifance. Fatima
all in Tears at fuch an unexpefted Change of her
Condition, had Leifere and Opportunity to fpeak
to Selyman, conjuring him to go to certain inti-
mate Friends of our Family, living in Alepps, and
tell them her Circumftances. Initead of this, the
faithlefs  Villain goes to her Hufband's Friends

‘at Tripeli, tellivg them the utmoft fhameful and

fcandalous Things of Fatima his Malice could in-
vent ; and that by her lewd Courfes fhe had well-
nigh ruin’d her Hufband ; producing at the fame
time forged Bills and Letters as {rom him, where-
by he rais’d a thoufand Zeguins, with which the
petjur'd Villain’s gone no body knows whither, to
mzke his broken Fortunes oace again, and lay a

‘Foundaticn for new Cheats.  Wkilt the p or i jur'd

Fatima is forced to bear the Reproach azd Infamy of
" Things
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Things whereof fhe ne’er was guiley. But Time, I
hope, will clear her Innocence, and bring thatcurfed *
Vagabond to Shame.

I counfell’d him indeed long ago to travel, and fee
the various Regions of the Earth : But I ne’er advis’d
him to load his Sox/ in fuch long Voyages with the
Guilt of bafe Ingratitude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy,
and other Vices of the blackeft Hue. The fmaller
Frailties, Stains, and Blemithes of Human Life, are
too great a Burden for a generous Heart to bear with-
out Complaints and Sighs. He that has but a Spark
of Virtue in him, blufhes for every Peccadillo he
commits. If tempted by good Company, or im
hopes to banifh melancholy Thoughts, he indulge
himfelf a larger Draught of Wine than what is ordi-
nary, and {o infenf{ibly.boil up his Blood to irregular
Height, and Superfluities, he is all this while no
body's Foe but his own ; he plots no Mifchief againft
his Friend, Relation, harmle{s Neighbour, or Ac-
quaintance. All the Enmity he fhews is to himfelf,
and in his Cups he is not aware of that. For which
Reafon afterwards to expiate the criminal Advances
he made to Self-Murder, he willingly fecums off the
grofler Ebullition of its heated Veins in penitent
Weeping : A Flood of Tears runs from his Eyes,
like generous Litations at the Foot of the Alar, to
Facify the Wrath of God; whilft the lighter Part
evaporates in pious Sighs and Vows. Thus this Pol-
lution vanifthes like Smoke, and he is {oon made clean
again. And fo in other Vices "tis the fame with Men
difpos’d to Virtue : They endeavour to root out the
evil Habits they are accuftomed to: They try all
Ways and Stratagems to reform themfelves. But
wicked Alen, by Inclination, fin on without Remorfe :
They never ftudy to retrench the Evils they commit:
Ever propenfe to Vice, they chufe its Ways, and court
the Opportunities of doing impious Things. They're
natively unjuft, and cannot live at Eafe without pre.
meditated Crimes ; It is their Element to be proje-
ing Mifchief : And fuch a oneis Selyrzan our Coulin.

T Cod
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Ged infpire him with more grateful Sentiments
towards his Friends, more Natural and Affe&tionate to
thofe of his Blood, and a more juft Deportment to all
Men: Or elfe he may be like Cain, who for murder-
ing his Brother was condemn'd to be a Pagabond on
Earth ; and like Zeu/i Bazar the Perfian, who falfly
accus’d Hofain the Prophet, and for that Reafon was
troubled with a Palfy in his Head as long as he liv'd.

Daris, 14¢h of the vcth Mosm,
of the Year 1667.

LETTEZR XV.
. To the Mufti’s -Vicar.

Sent an Account to the Porte of the Death of the
late Rumbeg, or Pope, who is the great Patriarch
of the Nazarenes. Now the Cardinals have chofen
another to fucceed him, whom they call Clement 1X,
a Man of a great Charafter for Learning and Piety,
and one from whom the Franks expe& glorious Things
to be done for the Publick Good of Cériffendom.
" Thefe Popes feem to inherit the Authority and Ho-
nonr of the Ancient Pontifex Maximus, or High-
Prieff of the Romans in the Time of Paganifm.
Nay, they aflume’ a far more ample and uncon-
troulable Power. For thofe Gentile Prelates always
fubmitted to the ZJmperial Authority, from which
they received Prote&tion and "Maintenance. But
thefe Chriftian Fathers acknowledge no Superior on
Earth. Kings and Emperors do Homage to them,
and perform the meaneft Services; as to hold
the Bafor whilft the Pope wathes his Hands ; to
hold the Stirrup whillt he mounts or alights from
off his Mule. Sometimes Great Princes lead his
Horfe by the Bridle; whilt at another Seafon they
carry him on their Shoulders, ’Tis recorded, that
Eumeses
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"Eumenes, King of Pergamus, came to Rome, and pul-
ling off his ‘7%:-6:171[, humbly laid it on the Ground
before the Senate, confefling he receiv’d his Liberty
from them. And Prufius, King of Bithynia, us'd to
ftile himfelf the Roman Senate’s Slave, and bow
down to the Earth before them. But this is nothing
to the Reverence which greateft Monarchs pay the
Pope, when crawling on their Hands and Knees, they
kifs the Sandal on his Foot.

He can make and depofe Kings at Pleafure, abfolve
Subjeczs from their Allegiance, -bind and remit Sins,
open and fhut the Gates of Paradife, Purgatory, and
Hell, or at leaft he endeavours to make the World
believe fo. -

He has Seventy Cardinals for his Affiftants and
Counfellors, all equal to Princes : A Hundred and
Thirty Archbifbops under his Obedience : A Thou-
fand and Seventeen Bifops: A Hundred and Forty
Four Thoufand Monafleries and Religious Houfes 5
Three Hundred Thouland Parithes obeying his Will,
and yielding Homage to him. So that if he were
refolv’d to carry on fomelafting 7/'ar, he need only lay
an Impoft of Six Crowns a Year on every Minafery,
and Fifty Two on cvery Parifh, and it would amount
to Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly Income. And
if out of every Monaftery he chofe out Ten Men, he
wou’d have an Army of Fourteen Hundred and
Forty Thoufand Men. Which is more than any Po-
sentate in the World can do befide.

Thou wile fay, "Tis a Wonder then he does not
put this in Pradlice, and fo wage H#zr with the Grand
Signior, who has fleec’d him of many flourifhing
Countries formerly under his Obedience.

O Sacred Oracle of the Mufulmans, God has tied
up his Hand ; he cannotdoit. Thefe are but empty
Speculations, impralicable Proje@s, fantaftick Chi-
mera’s.  The mighty Train of hls Arehbifhops, BifFops,
Parifl-Priefls, with Fefuits, Monks and Friars, though
never fo willing to obey his Orders in fuch a Cafe,
vet cannot flir a Foot withort the Leave of their

D: refpeQive
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~ refpetive Sovereigns. For they’re difpers’d through
divers Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, where
they are fubje® to the Laws and Government in
Force. So that unlefs he cou’d unite the Hearts of all
the Chriflian Princes one with another, and with his
own, to undertake {o grand an Expedition, it is im-
pofiible ever to effect his Will. Each Naticn has an
Interelt of its own to purfue, which makes em deaf
to fuch Propofals as may embarrafs, if not ruin
them. No Peter of the Defars, rambling up and
down from Court to Court, with his Religious Ha-
rangue, will e’er again prevail to raife another Cru- |
Sfade: That Zeal is out of Fathion now in Chriffen-
dom. Kings in thefe later Ages, have not half the
Attach and Veneration for the Pgpe they had in for-
mer Times. When Pope Boniface VIII claimed a
Temporal Jurifdition in France, Philip the Fair,
being then King, fent him this fhort Anfwer s Les
thy Great Sottifhnefs know, that in Temporals ave are
Jubjedt to none but God aline. And a French Ambaffador
-at Rome, {peaking fomething boldly:to the Pape, the
Prelate reproach’d bim, That bis Father aas burnt for
a Heretick; whereupon the Amba/ffadsr gave him fuch
a Box o' th’ Ear, that he fell down as dead. But it
was a tart Meflage indeed, which the Eaflern Bifbops
fent to Pope Fobz III, who claim’d an Univerfal
Authority over all the Charches in the World. For
fay they, W firmly believe thy Abfolute Authority over
thy oawn Subjecs 5 but ave avbo are not fubjeld to thee,
cannat bear thy Pride, nor are ave able to fatiate thy

Awarice. The Devil be with thee, and God awith us.
In a word, all Denmark, Savedeland, Noravay, Hol-
Jand, England, Scstland, Geneva, Ireland, half the Em-
pire, and half Savifferland, are fallen off from their O-
bedience to the Pope within thefe TwoHundred Years.
And thofe Kingdoms and Sratts which yet continue
under the Yoke, are ready to fhake it off at every
Turn, when they are never {o little gaul'd and vex’d,
France, Spain, and Venice often huff the Pope into Com-
pliance with their Demands. Nor dares he to refift,
: . but

~
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but winks and puts up all, like an old decrepit Fa-
ther, for whom his Sons are grown too ftrong.

Hoky Succeffor of the Propbet and Meffenger of God
thou art th Infallible Interpreter of the Law, and Fudge
of Equity, yet doft not arrogate a Power above thy
Commiffion. 'The Grand Signior honours thy Wifdom
and San&ity ; and thou obey’ft with humble Submifii-
on to the Imperial Edi?s. He is thy Lord, and thou
his Guide and Tutor in the Way to Paradife. May God
increafe thy Illuminations with thy Years, and infpire
me and all the True Faithful with fincere Loyalty to
our Sovereign, and devout Obedience to thee, without
the leaft Allay of T'reachery or Superftition.

Paris, 2d of the 11t Moon,
of the Year 1667,

LETTER XVL )

7o Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew af
Vienna.

~

’

OW thou feet I am a thuer Prophet than

thy New Meffias, that Impoflor Sabbati Sewi :
And yet, though I'm fo in effeét, I do not afpire at’
the Title. I claim no Charalter above that of a
Mortal, who has not quite forfeited his Senfe and
Reafon. However, if thou wilt yet retain fome
Veneration for his Perfon, fhew it by imitating his
Example, and embrace the Muffulman Faith as he
has done : At leaft he outwardly profefles it ; and had
the Honour to do fo firft in Prefence of the Sultan.
I know not whether thou haft heard of this or no.:
Thy Brethren perhaps may be unwilling to difperfe
the News of a Converfion bringing fo much Infamy
to all your Race. ’Tis pofiible they are afham'd to
own or publith to the World, the Tidings of their

D own
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own egregious Folly, in giving up their Fzith to fuch
a Cheat as this ; a Cheat as one would think grown
ftale and fetid enough, to make a Man that had the
fmalleft Grain of Senfe recoil, confidering how oft
your Fathers have been bubbled before by fuch upftart
Meffias’s, {uch {purious Prophets as this.

I commend the Wit of Sabbati Sewi, in that he
would not ftand the Brunt of the Grand Signisr’s Ar-
¢bers, or by a vain Prefumption hope for Miracles -
from Heaven to fkreen his naked Body from a Shower
of fatal Shafts. Had he been fo rath, I fhould efteem
him the greateft Miracle of Stupidity that e’er was
extant on the Earth. If thou haft not been yet in-
form'd of thefe Paffages, Fame will quickly bring
them to thy Ears, and theh my Letter will not feem
obfcure. In the mean time, affure thyfelf, he deny'd
his Apofile/bip to fave his Life, and this before the
Grand Signisr, with the chief Grandees of the Court -
where at the fame time he confefs’d One Gad, and
Mabomet his Meflenger. If thou art his Difeiple
therefore thou oughteft to be ftedfaft, and tread in
his Steps, giving Glory to the Eternal One, who has
fent Prophets into all Nations, to lead Men in the right
Way, as he fent Mofes to the Houfe of Jfael.

Nathan, {uffer no narrow Principles, no partial Pre-
Jodices to fhut up thy Sos/ from the bright Splendors
of Immortal Truth which fhine on evéry Man. The
Light of Heawen is not confin’d to one particular
Lineage. ’Tis copious, large, and infinite ; {preading
abroad its Univer{al Rays, enlightning all the Families’
and Nations on Earth.

*Tis true, I grant, the Omnipotent firlt fent Mofes
with the Pritten Law to the Pofterity of Jfzac. Had
they obey’d the Sacred Inflitution, 'tis poflible your
Race had now been blefs’d above the reft of Men.
Perhaps your Fathers would have ftretch’d their Con-
- quefts far and wide to the utmoit Limbs of the Land ;
from India to the 'Peflern Shores of Africk, and from
the remote Borders of the South to Newa Zembla in
the Ar&ic Circle. 'Then devout Princes would have

travell'd
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travell’d from the Four Angles of the World, and made
long Pilgrimages vo Ferufalem, there to perform their
Vows, and offer Sacrifices to the King of Heaven.

But, alas! your Anceflors turn’d Infidels and Idolaters
even at the very Foot of Mount §inas, whilt the
tremendous Echoes of the Thunders yet were in their
Ears, They made themfelves a Calf of Gold, and
ador’d the 142/ of their own Workmanthip. So did
their Children worthip Adonis, Vewus, Diana, and
almott all the Rabble of the Gentile Gods and Goddeffes.
For which Reafon, the Wrath of Heawven was kind-
led againft that Gemeration: Gad rouz’d the mighty
Monarchs of the Eaff to take upArms, and punifh fuch
a Wicked Race of Men. How oft was fair Ferufalers
fack’d, and all the Feaws defltroy’d or carried away
Captives by Perfians, Medes, Affjrians, or the Kings of
Babylon? How many Propbets were fent to tell them
of their Errors, and reclaim them? But the obdurate
Sons of Facob flopp’d their Ears, being refolutely
bent on Wickednefs ; the Meafure of which being
once compleat, Fate fign’d the Edi& of your utter
Ruin. For then came Fefus the Son of Mary, the
‘True Me/ffias, who foretold the irrecoverable Carafiro-
phe of Ferufalem, which came to pafs accordingly in
that very Age, when the Vi&torious Roman Army laid
it all in Afhes, not fo much as {paring the Glorious
Temple of Solomon.  Ever fince which, the Feavs have
been difperfed abroad through all the Earth. Each
Nation, City, or Province where ye live, account ye
Execrable Fugitives and Vagabonds.

In the mean while the Fame of Fefus {pread abroad ;
his heavenly Dosftrine, perfe€t Life, and mighty
Miracles, fubdu’d the Hearts of Men, Chriffianity
took Root P’ th* World : It grew and branch’d itfelf
throughout the Continent. The Roman and the Gre-
cian Empires tamely fat down under the Churecb’s
Shade within three Hundred Years; and quickly
after, other Nations fled unto the facred Shelter. But
in Procefs of Time, this Religion alfo, like to your’s,

D4 degenerated.
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degenerated into “Error, Superftition, and Idolatry.
And then God rais’d up Mabomet, our Holy Laaw-giver.
He fent him down the Bock of Glory by the Hand of
Gabriel; and commanded him to teach it to the Houfe
of Ifmael firlt, and then to all Men that were willing
to embrace the Undefiled Faith: But to chaftife with
Fire and Sword the Infide/s who fhould oppofe his
Miffion, and refilt the Truth.

How foon the Mufulman Law tock place, and
gained Ground in Arabia, Perfa, Syria, and the ad-
jacent Regions of the Eaff ? Nothing was able to ftand
before the Warlike Troops of True Believers. How
bold and matchlefs were the A&ions of the Valiant
Hali? How wife the Counfels of Sage Omar, and
Abu-Bacre ? How eloquent and forcible the Words
of the Chafte and Generous Ofman ? The Prophet was
happy in the Company of all the ok Caliphs : They
fought and conquered all before them.

Whenever the Heavenly Bamner was difplay’d,
Trembling and Horror feiz’d the Infidels. Showers
of fuccefsful Arrows firait were fent, againft which
‘the Uncircameifed could not fland ; much lefs could
they fuftain the near Approach, and dreadful Shock
of our Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Batallions
quickly fhrunk, and pofted from the Field ; whilft
ours, unmindful of the Spoil, purfued the Chace,
and ftrewed the Ground with flaughtered Carcafes of
flving Mifcreants. Conqueft attended the True Faith-
ful, whenever they drew their Swords. Thus for
above thefe Thoufand Years has Religion made its
fortunate Advances on the Earth: And if another
Laav fhould be revealed, and fome new Prophet rife
to check the farther Growth of Muffulman Faith, and
undermine the Empire of the Faithful ; we ought not
to reflet on Nahomet for this, as though he were an
frmpious Seducer, any more than we do on Mofs for
yoor Calamities 5 or on F¢fus the Son of Mary, for
the declining State of Chriflendom.

"Tis
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*Tis not impoflible, but that the Ommnipotent may
have hidden Referves of Precepts, yet to be divulged.
He has had his various Methods and Difpenfations
in all Ages and Parts of the World : Neither is it fit
for Mortal Man to limit the Eternal One, or fet him
Rules. His Methods are to us incomprehenfible.
He fent Mofzs, a Man bred up in all the Sciences
and Wifdom of the Egyptians. 'To Fefus he commit-
ted his hidden Power and Knowledge; and the 4-
poftles fpake all Languages. But Mahomet could nei-
ther write nor read, and yet thou feeft his Lz has ~
profelyted many mighty Kingdoms, States, and Em-
pires. Who knows, but that in future Times he will
convert the Apoftate Forld by fome Dumb Perfin,
who can neither hear nor fpeak ? Or by fome blind
Man, who could never fee 2 Or it is not impoffible,
but that he may employ fome Maid of admirable
Beauty, Gifts, and Learning in the Myferious Work.
*So were the Sibyls of old infpir'd with facred Wifdom
and Foreknowledge of Things to come. All fill'd
with inward Blafts of fome Immortal Wind, the preg-
nant Firgins focn conceiv’d deep Myferies of Fate,
which they writ down on Leaves of "I'rees : Forthey
were Eremits, and Ten in Number, as Ancient
Records fay: One of them livd at Cuma in ltaly,
where her Cave is fhewn to Travellers at this Day.
They foretold what fhould happen in After-times,
particularly the Birzh of Fefus the Son of Mary:
But they never faid a Word of Sabbati Sewi, or of
any other Alefias, to come after the Firft. Thefe
Holy Maids were had in great Veneration by the Gez-
tiles, who gather’d up the fcatter’d Leaves whercon®
they writ their Propbecies, and tranferib’d them care-
fully on Paper, that fo the facred Memoirs might be
deliver'd fafe down to Poferity.

By what I have faid, Nathan, thou may'ft perceive
that I aim at nothing elfe, but to wean thee from the
fuperflitious, fond Conceit of your Nation, and to
make thee fenfible, That though God once favoured
the Feaws wich Qracls of Light and Reafon, yet they

Dg . : have
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have for many ges forfeited this Privilege. Since
which, he gave the Gofpe/ to Fefus the Son of Mary,
the dkoran to Mabomet, and at all Times has fent
Meffergers and Prophets to every Nation and People
on Earth.

There are no partial Biafes in the Diwinity which
made the /Porlds. He is an inexhauftible #byfi of
Lowe, of Light, and Life ; where every Creature drinks
its Fill of Natural Happinefs, according to the different
Ranks, Capacities, and Defires of Things. He wefis
the Sun with an Immortal Robe of Light, the Train of
+ which is born up by the Moon and Stars.

When Phabys is upon the Wing by Day, his Gar-
ment covers all the Sk ;- the Golden Fringes of it
dangle to the Glbe, and trail along in the miry Soil,
yet never gather the leaft Speck of Dirt: They are
dipped and plunged in Riwvers, Lakes, and Seas, with-
out being aver : and yet they drink up a// the Ocean
by fucseffive Draughts. This lower Waerld rejoices
in the glittering Shew 5 the Elements with every
Being compounded of them, daft in the welcome
Rays. So do the Planets above, who take a fin-
gular Pleafure to fold fome Part of the Ilufirious
Drefs about them. They awrap themflelves balf up
in dorroaved Light, and then, like Weflern Franks,
they foot it to and fro in their beloved Walks
above, giving the ncceffary Salutes and Conze's to
cach other en Paffant, and to the Sedentary Signs
and fixed Stars, to fee if any of them mind their
Courtly Garb and Mien: For they are the Sun’s Do-
seflick Pages, the Fawourites of his Serail. At other
Seafons they ftand flill, perhaps to gaze upon them-
felves, in Contemplation of the Majeftick Figure
they make.

So have I feen a proud conceited Spanip Trum-
- peter, after he had blown a Lewer preity well, lay
down the Silver Inftrument with a difdainful Gra-
vity. His Cheeks all fwoln with inclos’d Air, and
Soul puffed up with Arrogance, he firuts and curls
his black AMuflackes, Then with big Looks, furveys

- himfelf
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" himfelf from Head to Foot; cafting an Eye of Scorn
upon the filent Tube, confcious that he alone can.
make it found fo well.

Thou wilt fay, I wander in my Difcourfe as much.
as thofe Heawenly Bedies I am fpeaking of. 'Tis true,.
Nathan, our Thoughts are free, and not confin’d to.
Rules and Forms: We eafily {lip from one Imaginati~
on to anothers And fince I have made this Planetary.
Digreffion, fuffer me now, like them, to run retro-.
grade, and come to the Point from which I rov’d.

Doubtlefs, each individual Being is fill'd with its.
Efential Blifs. The Fire has its Specifick Happinefs ;.
fo has the Air, the Water, and the Earth, with all
the living Generations on it. And when the Mof
High diftributed the Sons of Human Race through all:
the various Climates, Zones, and Provinces, he fur-
nifhed every Region of the Globe with Gifts and.
Produts, Riches and Delights, agreeable to the In-
habitants ;. with this Provifp, that they fhould live in,
Innocence, Juftice, and according to Reafon. From
which Eternal Law, if any Pcople fwerv'd, they
fhould forfeit their Privileges, and be fubdu’d, if not.
extirpated, by fome more virtuous Nation.

From hence fprung all the Revolutions of Mighty
Kingdoms and Empires ; one fucceflively fupplanting
another to this Day. And the Sins of your Nation*
being greater it feems, than thofe of any other, God:
has difperfs’d you over all the Earth, without fuffer-
ing you to inherit or poflefls a Foot of Ground.

If ever therefore Fare defigns to reftore the Feavs:
again to the Holy Land, wherein their Fathers livd ;,
never expet it, till your erroneous Minds and vicious
Manners are reform’d.  For Paleffine was never feated
fo delicioufly for bloody Zealots, Hypocrites; and.
cruel Ufurers to enjoy.

Paris, 2d of the 112h Moo,
" of #he Year 1667,

D6 LETTER

-
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LETTER XVIL
7o Dgnet Oglou.

-

AR IAs a Quean, a Jilt; and I am once more

cur'd of my Dotage. There is no Truft in,
Woman’s Beauty, Faith, or Wit : They are deceit~
ful as the Fruit of 4fpkakites: They are perfe& Riddles
and Paradoxes, and have more unlucky Tricks than
crofs-grain’d Elwes or Fairies. When a Man, over-
heated by his amorous Paffion, thinks to embrace a
Goddefs, he meets with Ixion’s Fate, and only hugs a
gaudy Cloud or Meteor.

I will not make thee fick with a particular Re-
hearfal of my fecond Folly, in being fo fond of one
who had betray’d me formerly. I will not repeat
the vain Addrefies I made, the kind obliging Things
I fpoke, nor her deceitful Anfwers. I will not tell
thee how fhe drill’'d me on into her Snares, and led
me Captive in an amorous Circle. Content thyfelf
to know, that 1 have been Tawice her Cuxlly; and if
ever I am the 7hird Time, "twill be my own Fault,
as the ftalian fays. No, my Dgnet, I have done

" ° with that Falfe Sex. Henceforth for ever I abjure all

amorous Regards of Woman, I will fhun them, as
X would a Peftilence. I will either fhut my Eyes, or
turn them another Way at leaft, whenever I meet a
Female. 1 will not think of them, but with Difdain
and Hatred. Finally, I am off from' them to all
Intents and Purpofes,

However, as the Arabian Proverb fays, That Wind
blsavs from an unlucky Point of the Compafs, abich avafis
73 good to Somebody ; {o from Daria’s falfe and feigned
Smiles, I reap fome Benefit. I have learn’d a Secret,
which has rid my Spirit of a Thoufand Cares, Dif-
quiets and Agonies.

In ¢he Year 1664, of the Chriffian Hegira, fent

a Lerter
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a Letter to the noble Kerker Haffan Bafja, our Coun-
tryman ; wherein I inform’d him of an Aflaffin made
upon me in the dark, as I was going to my Lodg-
ings, and how I kill’d the Ruffian that attempted on
my Life. Itold that generous Grandee all my Jea-
loufies and Conjetures on that Subjets how I
{ufpefted fome of my Enemies at the Porte to have
a Hand in the Defign; or elfe that my Sicilian
Mafler was concern’d in it. I knew not well what
to conclude. But now I am fatisfied 'twas Daria’s.
Hufbard, who refenting deeply my former Amour
with her, which fhe difcovered to me at large, could
never be at reft till he faw Paris, where he defign’d
to be the Executioner of his own Revenge, and lay
in wait accordingly for my late returning home : For
he was not ignorant of my Lodging. His Wife
knew nothing of his Defign, he having pretended
other Bufinefs at the City. And ’twas from acciden-
tal Words in her Difcourfe, that I colleted this great
Secret. For when I afk’d her of her Hufband's
Health, fhe told me, he was kill’d at fuch a Time
by Night, in an Alley of Paris, by whom fhe never
yet could learn. But I ftrait blufh’d with Confciouf-
nefs, and took the Hint. I dropp’d fome neceflary,
carelefs Queries by degrees: And all her Anfwers ftill
confirm'd me, as to Time and Place, with other Cir-
cumflances, that he muft be the Man I murther'd in
my Defence fo long ago. '

I kept this Secret lock’d up in my Breaft ; nor could
my doting Fondne{s melt me into fuch a foft and eafy
Temper, as to betray myfelf to her. But I took inward
Pleafure at the Thoughts of my Deliverance from
that fudden violent Death, and from my After-Cares
and Fears by this Difcovery. Henceforward I’ll fuf-
pe& no Muffulman, tho’ my Enemy : Nor fhall I be
fo fearful of my Sicilian Mafler : No panick Terrors
fhall confine me to my Chamber, and make me fpend
my Daysin fretting and confuming Melancholy. I will
not be furpriz’d when Strangers kpock at the Gate, or
when 1 hear the bluftring Voices of the Parith Of-

ficers
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ficers below, or the Colletors *of the King’s Reve-
nues. Yet thele before were dreadful as the Switan's
Attefeberiff, or Fatal Warrant, when he demands a
Baffa’'s. Head ; fo forcible is Jealoufy and fufpended
Thoughtfulnefs ; fo black the Influence even of mif-
grounded Apprehenfion, and miftaken Guile.

* My Dgnet, this mortal Lifeisa dark Labyrinth of
crofs Events. Bewilder’d Man gropes up and down ;
he often trips and ftumbles at Contingencies; he
ftrays about in thorny rugged Paths, not knowing
where he is, or which way to turn himfelf. Some-
times an Jynis Fatuus, with its deceitful Light, mif-
guides him in miry Places, Fens, and Bogs, where
he is in danger of being fwallow’d up ; or leads him
to the Brink of an high Precipice, where if he ad-
vance but one Step more, he is'gone beyond Recovery ;
ke falls and dathes himfelf to pieces on under growing.
Rocks.

" Reafoy is the only Clue that can condu& us fafe
through all the Windings of the perilons Maze.
Heawen grant thae thou and I may never let go our
Hold of this fo neceflary Faculty, until he has con-
dulted us fafe to Paradife.

* Paris, 15¢h of the 12th Moor,
of the Year 1667.

" LETTER XVIIL
To the Kaimacham.

AST Year I gave thee an Account of the Birth of

a young Princefs of France. Now I fhall inform

thee, that fhe was baptiz’d on the 21t of this Moon.
Baptifm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our Cir-
cumcifion 5 nay, 'tis fomething more Diwvine, if we may
believe them : They call it the Sacrament of Initiation,
the Firfl Myfiery of Chrifiian Faith. But when 'tis 2p-

ply’d
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ply’d to Children of Royal/ Extration, the Sons or
Daughters of Kings, it looks more like a Ceremony of:
State, than a Myflery of Religion. However; be it
what it will, 'tis perform’d with abundance of Pomp
and Magnificence. And at this Ceremony it is that
every Chriftian receives his Name, which is given by
the Godfathers and Godmothers, that is, Perfons who
ftand Sureties for the Child’s Education in the Chriffian -
Religion. 'This Princefs was nam'd Maria Therefz by -
the Duchefs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke
of Enguien.

On the fame Day the Cardinal Duke of Vendofine had
Audience of the King and Queen, in Quality of Legate
de-Latere from the Pope. It feems the King of Francz

“had defired the Pope to ftand Godfather to the Dauphin,

which the good Prelare accepting, fent this Cardinal
as his Deputy and Reprefentative to perform the Charge.
He is to give the Dauphin his Name. In the mean
while, he ftands much upon Puxfilid's, requires vaft
Refpeéts and Submiffions from the French Bifbops 5 and
carries himfelf with as much State, as if he were a
God, or an Angel; looking as big, as if he were the
Emperor of the Univerfe. And well he may, fince
during his Legation, he has as much Power as the Pope
himfelf; that fowereign Prelate having invefted him
with all his own Paternal full Authority ; which he
would make the World believe, is greater than that
of Earthly Kings and Emperors. And yet he fliles
himfelf the Servant of the Serwants of Gon. A fine
Piece of Ecckfiaftical Hypocrify! the Ways of thefe
Infidels are double. 'Their Pradtice runs counter to
their Profeffion : They would fain appear as Saints,
when in effeét they are little better than Dewils.

There has been a great Alteration lately made in
Portugal, the Eflates of that Nation having compell'd
their Kizg to renounce his Gowernment, and confer it
on Don Pedro his Brother. The Spaniard laughs at
this privately, hoping from their inteftine Animofities
to draw Occafions of advancing his own Intereft, and
of recovering that Groavn again,

Accomplith’d
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Accomplifh'd Minifter, there is nothing new under
the Moon ; but a perpetual Circle of the fame Events.
What we admire in this Age as 2 Novelty, has been
alted o'er and o'er in former Times. Peace follows
* War, and.War treads clofe upon the Heels of Peace.
Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, Obedience, Virtue, and Vice,
are the reciprocal Off-fpring of each other. There’s
nothing fix’d or ftable; but the World turns round
upon Eternal Viciffitudes. . -

Paris, 2be 30th of the 1 Moon,
of the Year 1668.

- ~

LETTER XIX.

To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident
of the College of Sciences at Fez.

I Received thy invaluable Difparch, containing mar-
vellous Things, Revelations of a fublime Rank,
Myfteries heretofore undifcover’d : Yet I was not
much furpriz’d, having all along prefag’d fome vaft
Improvement of Learnirg from thy accomplifh’d
Spirit, O thou Zerrefirial Star of the Firft Magnitude,
Ckief in the Conflellations of the South. j

Glory be to Gop, who from infinite Darknefs
ftarted the Eternal bright Jdeas of the Univerfe : and
on the Womb of everlafling Silence, begat the WORD
by which he formed all Things. Doubtlefs, there
is no Blemifh in his.Works; no Botches, Knobs, or
difproportionable Unevenneffes : The World's a per-
fect Beauty.

Were Prolemy alive, thy Syffem of the Heawens
would put him to the Bluth: And Tycbo Brake would
fneak out of his Planctary Frame, by fome wild and
more than Eccentrick Motion, atham’d that he had
been fuch a Botcher in Afronomy. Copernicus himfelf

would
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would fink under the Burthen of the Moon, which the
overloaded Earth would in revenge let fall upon him,
for his unnatural Cruelty to his aged Mother,' in bur-
thening her fo long; and all the World would cele-
brate thy Praife, who haft thus happily refcu’d Heaven
and Earth from their Embarraffments.

Thy Thoughts are high and elevated to the Heaven
of Heawens s yet thy Humility floops to the Centre of
the Earth. But all Mankind would be obliged to thee
afrefh, if thou wouldft vouchfafe to take the middle
Path, and furvey with thy accuftomed Accuracy
the Surface of this Globe, whereon we Mortals
tread. Geograpky being already fenfible of her elder
Sifter’s Happinefs in thy Correction and Amend-
ments of the former 4fronomick Schemes, languifhes
alfo for thy Supervifal of her own Defeéts and Ble-
mithes.

Thofe that have meafured the Earth, cannot agree
in flating her Circumference : And there were few
in former Times who did believe the Antipodes. The
Mzuffulmans of India do aflert, that the Earth is fap-
ported by eight mighty Elphbants : And thofe of
Turky fay, it refts upon the Horns of a great Bull. If
cither of thefe Opinions were to be taken in the Literal
Senfe, it would put the dulleft Philofipber to Subfanna-
tion, or at leaft a Fit of Laughter. But doubtlefs
they are dllegories, under which are veil’d fome true
and natural Secrets. )

However, let the Ghbe reft where it will, on Bulls,
or Bears, or Elephants, or Camels, Dromedaries, Horfes,.
or the Back of Atlas, as the Gentiles did affirm ; 1
would fain know, methinks, how large a Space of
Land we have to tread upon, and what Proportion is
allotted to the Sea.

*Tis true, we have a common Notion of Four Quar-
tersof dry Land 5 Afia, Africk, Eurcpe, and America.
Yet this is quarrell'd at by thofe of later Times, who
add a Fifth, which they call Magellanica, or the Souts-
¢rn unknown Earth. From immemorial Times, our
Fathers were acquainted with the 7ree Firft Divifiors

or
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or Precin&ts of the Globe : But the two laft were but
- of late difcover'd, fince the Improvement of Nawvi-
gation, and the Invention of the Compafs.

There is a volgar Tradition, every where in Vogue,
that after Noab's Flood, 4fia fell to the Share of Sem
and his Poflerity, Africk to Cham, and Europe to Fa-
phet. . Whether this be true or no, cannot be prov'd,
but is wholly owing to Conjetture. However, this
is certain, that if it were {o, there have been mighty
Changes in the Inheritances of Noab’s Of-fpring, and
Alterations of their feveral Limits: Infomuch, as now
they feem to be in part blended and mix'd together,
or at leaft fhuflled from one to another.

Thofe who liv'd in the Middle Ages, made but Tave
Diwifions of the Globe, viz. Afia and Eurgpe, And in
this they alfo differ’d : For fome made 4frick only a
Prowvince, or Part of the latter, perfuading themfelves
that they were antiently joined together, tho’ after-
wards feparated by a violent Irruption of the dr/antick
Sea by the Streights of Gibraltar, which before wasa
narrow [ffbmus, or Neck of Land; but from the
Time that Bank was wathed away, the Mediterrancan
Sea derived its Origin. Others made Africk a Part of
Afia, they being not abfolutely parted by any Sea;
tho’ fome Egyptian Kings and Roman Emperors attempt-
ed to make a Canal between the Mediterrancan and
Red Sea. .

A third Sort divided the known Part of the World
into Afia, Europe, Africk, and Egypt : Whillt a
fourth plac’d Egsp¢ to the Account of 4fiz, making
the River Ni/e the Boundary between it and Africk.
But this was incommodious, in regard it left that
Part of Egypt on the Weft of Nile to 4frick. Such was
the Confufion of the ancient Greck and Roman Geo-
graphers.

As for America, it takes its Name from Americas
Vefputins a Florentine, who made the fecond Voyage
to difcover it. For it was firft defcry’d by Chriflopher
Columbus, a Genoefe, in the Year of the Chriflian He-
gira 1442, by the Order and at the Charge of Ferdi-

nand,
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nand, King of Arragon and Caffilé. 'This Part of the
World is divided into two mighty Empires ; the North-
ern, or that of Mexico; and the Sonthern, or that of
Peru. s

Magelianica, or the Southern Urknoawn Land, de-
rives its Name {rom Ferdinand Magellan, the firft
that e’er difcover’d it; in the Year 1520, when he
fail’d quite round the Glbe. About Five and forty
Years afterwards, Francis  Drake, an Englifbman,
touch’d upon the fame Coafls ; and twelve Years
after him, Thomas Candjfl, one of his Countrymen.
Likewife Oliver wan Noord, a Hollander, undertook
the fame Voyage. But none made fuch Advances in
this new Difcovery, as a certain Sganiard, call’d
Ferdinand de Quier. :

Gop knows, what ftrange and unexpefted No-
velties this Coxntry might afford, if Men were once
acquainted with it. ‘This may be the Santuary of the
Ten Tribes of Ifraelites, which were led away Captives
by Salmanaffer King of 4ffiria: Or perhaps the In-
habitants of this Country are of another Race than
that of Noab and Adam. We may from them, ’tis
poflible, derive new Lights, as to the Preexiftence
of baman Seuls. 'Who knows, but they have Records
more exact and antient than the Indiansand Chinefe ?
Be it how it will, I'm clear for new’ Difcoveries.
There is a certain fpecifick Boldnefs in my Spirit,
which prompts me to invade the pretended Modefty
of Nature: Ilong to furl the Veil, which hides fo
many Secrets ; and with a Philofophick Confidence,
weré I in Power, I'd rumple up the envious Cover-
ings of fuch defirable Wonders.

Oh1 that fome God-like Monarchin this Age would
in Royal Bounty equip a Nawy, and man them with the
moft expert and refolute Mariners on Earth, with Vef-
fels to tranfport an Army of Land-Soldiers, with Ten-
ders to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and other Necef-
faries for {o vaft an Expedition. Surely, the Event
would anfwer Expetation, the Gains would far tran-
fcend the Coft, the Honour infinitely furpafs the

Peril
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Peril ; and all our known familiar World would be
oblig'd by fuch a fortunate Undertaking.

Sage Omar, it depends on thee to bring this Thing
to pafs. Start but the Propofal to fome mighty Sowve-
reign, thy Recommendation will be of Force. Thou
wilt be more than a Columbus, Magellan, or Pizarra.
In fine, thou wilt wind up the Searches of this in-
quifitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scrutinies.

I only hint the Thing ; do thou purfue it, and all
Generations fhall celebrate thy Fame. Gep infpire
thee with frefh Ardors.

Paris, 7th of tke 3d Moon,
of the Year 1668.

LETTER XX,

-To Ofman Adrooneth, Aftrologer 7o
the Sultan-a¢ Adrianople.

. OLD Ptolemy was much out of his, Biafs ; his

wild irregular Fancy, drunk with the Lees of
Ariflotle’s dark Opinion and Conceit, ftumbled and fell
afleep upon the Thought of the Earth’s being Centre
to the Univerfe, and then the reft of the Hor/d
feem’d to run round his giddy Head. He often ftrove
to lift his heavy Noddle up, to fee whether it were
fo or not. But the befotting Load of Prepofleflion
weigh’d him down again: He flumber'd, dream’d,
and fnored loud, ftretch'd out at large upon the fair
Chimera. ’

The ftudious Candidates of Truth and Science, by
his Example fell to the fame Riot in Philofophy, and
continued the Debauch for many Ages: Till, too
much furfeited and cloy’d with fuch a fulfome Enter-
tainment, bold Tycho Brake rubs up his Eyes, and
walkes the Company with a new Syftem of the mighty

Frame.
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Frame. Then all began to fart and rouze, as at fome
Prodigy. His heavenly Gimcracks pleafed the Palate
of the Age. His Epicycles, Eccentricks, Perige's, and
Apogee’s, with all the reft of his gay Whim-whams,
were receiv’d with general Applaufe, till the more ex-
cellent Copernicus appear’d with fomething neaver flill:
And thén the blundering Dane, abafh’d, {lipp'd off the
Stage, without fo much as taking his Leave.

The Aftronomers foon fell in Love, and paid im-
plicit Adoration to the Idol which Copernicus fet up ;
and it was but Reafon, fince they had never feen a
fairer or a julter Scheme of the World before.

Yet every Age improves itfelf in Knowledge on the
Ruins of the former. And thus what Prolemy never
found out, nor Tycho Brake or Copernicus could mend
or match, if now they were alive; is very lately dif-
covered by the incomparable Abde/ Melec Muli Omar,
Prefident of the College of Sciences at Fez.

The bhappy Mufa Ab'ul Yatuflan, Profeflor of Phi-
lofoply there, firft farted the Propofal of a Mathema-
tical Experiment: And laying Heads together, the
Primate of Morofco Dollors, Fathers of the African
Alfagqui’s living, found a truc Demonfiration in it.

I have lately receiv’d a Difpatch from that re-
nown'd Prelate, with an inclofed Model of this Pla-
netary Machine: A copy of which I fend thee, drawn
by my own Hand. It reprefents the Original to a
Point. Examine it well, and thou wilt find ’tis much
more regular and exat, than any of thofe antiquated
Schemes ; and anfwers all the Queftions of 4fronomy
without the leaft apparent Blunder. Befides, it hasa
perfe& Symmetry, and Proportion in every Part: It
makes the World appear a compleat Beauty. Whereas
the Frame which Tycho Brabe made, was all deform’d"
with wild Unevennefles. Nor was the Syflem of Co-
pernicus without a manifeft Botch, in making the fmall
Orb of the Moon alone interfere with that of the
Earth : Whiltt all the other Planets circulate in their
own entire and {olitary Spberes, without an Interloper
to difturb them.

-

Befides,
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Befides, he makes the Earth an Atlas to the Moon,
whilft this poor weary Globe, is forc’d, in his Opinion,
to drudge yearly round the Zosdiack, with the vaft
Burthen of Diana on its Shoulders. ’

If it be{o, ’tis no wonder that the Earth fo often
faints and trembles under the mighty Load. Hence-
forth we need not lay the Blame of Eartbguakes to
Enceladus 5 as if the drowzy, fnoring Giant, turning
his monftrous bulky Corps from one iide to the other,
were the fole Caufe of thefe Convulfions: When Mor:
tals reel and ftagger, as they walk upon the Surface ;
when Trees and Mountains rock as in a Cradle, and
whole Cities are fometimes {fwallow’d up.

No; -let poor Enceladus fleep on, and take what
Reft he can in his Jufernal Prifon. There was no
Danger of his ever ftirring again, after he had been
once thoroughly fouc’d in Lethe’s All-benumbing
Streams.  Copernicus is only in the Fault : When-
ever we feel thefe fatal Heavings of the Ghfe, ’twas
too unmerciful a Tafk he impos’d upon it, efpecially
inits Old Age.

It would have grumbled in its early Day and fturdy
Youth, had it been thus feverely us’d by Orpheus,
Hemer, Herrmes Trifimegiftus, or any other of the Pri-
mitive Sages. But now to be thus roughly handled
by an upftart Infidel in its declining Years, when
three Parts of its Marrow are decay’d, and its once
potent Nerves and Sinews are fhrunk, its Liver
walted, and every Vital winding away, almoft broke
its Heart. ’

Therefore thefe 4frican Sages, in Duty to their
aged Mother the Earth, have found a Way to free
her from the Burthen of the Moz in her decrepit
State ; and yet to make the Sun the Centre of the
World; adjufting at the fame time, with accurate
Laws, and an vnblemifh’d Order, the Motions, Sta-
tions, and various Poftures of the Planets.

This happy Revelation in 4fronomy is not to be
divalg’d in publick Writings, left fome inquifitive
curious Traveller, ambitious Namarene, or envious

Fezu,
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Feav, thould chance to light upon the facred Scheme,
and boaft himfelf the Inventor of it.

Let it be only communicated to Learned, Faithful
Muffilmans of the Firft Rank: For fuch Celeftial
My fteries ought not to be proftituted to the Vulgar.
Tell not the little Fafmir Sgire Rugial of it: For, if
thou doft, all the Frant Merchants at Alppo foon
fhall be made privy to the matchlefs Secret. Beita
perpetual Arcanum in the Breafts of fublime Men,
exalted Souls, Friends of Gop, and little lefs than
Prophets.  And be it, till all the Sages of the Eaf?
and South are firft made fenfible of it, and able to de-
fend it againft the vain Attempts of the Uncircumeis'd
Nation. ~ Then let it be promulged in 4//eb’s Name
throughout the Glée, to the Eternal Honour of Gop,
and Glory of his Prophet, who could neither write
nor read, yet has Difciples, to whom alone the
pureft Reformation of the Univerle is owing.

Do but furvey with an indifferent Look, the laft
and lovelieft Portraiture of the World that ever
was made by Man. Fix thine admiring Eyes on
the Magnifick Seat and Pa/ace of the Szn. Confi-
der at the fame time the true and -equal Forms,
Dimenfions, Diftances, and mutual® Interfeiions
of the ambient Orbs, without the fmalleft Blur or
Blot in all the Eternal Frame. Then tell me thy
Opinion, whether thos canft not calculate Natiwvi-
ties, ere&t all Manner of Schemes, make Almanacks,
tell credulous Men their future Fortunes, appeint
the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon, fet Venus and Mer-
cury together by the Ears, to ftir up furious Mars
to make a Hurly-burly in the Heawens and Elenients ;
or, if thou canft not wheedle the fowre Carmudgeon
Saturn, into a foft obliging Humour ; or fret the
noble Fupiter to Maduefs, by a damn’d Corjunition
with his mortal Enemy ; and a thoufand more .4/ro-
logical Enterprizes. Tell me, I fay, whether thou
canft not perform all this and more, as well by the
incles’d Effigies of the World, as by the old Thread-
bare, Weather-beaten, Worm-eaten Italian Clock-

work
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work of Prlemys or the later Inventions of Tycho
Brahe and Copernicus.

It will now no longer be a Secret, how thofe
Birds difpofe themfelves, which at a certain Time
of the Year are feen to gather in mighty Troops,
and fly dire@tly upward out of human Sight; not one
of the whole Species being left behind, or found on
any Part of the Earth, until the Moo has roll’d full
fix Times round the Zodiack : When they return
again in equal Companiesinto this Globe, each Species
to his native Region. For the intelligent Foav/s exaltly
know the Hour in which the Earth does in its yearly
Circulation interfet the neighbouring Os6 of the
Moon, and then they fnatch the Opportunity to quit
the attrative Atmofphere, and take the Air of that
adjacent Planet. -

I have a great deal more to fay on this Subject,
which. I will referve for another Letter. In the
" mean time, thou venerable Star-gazer, adieu, and
remember to be private.

Paris, 7¢b of the 3d Moon,
of the Year 1668.

LETTZER XXL

To the Venerable Mufti, Principal Sup-
port qf Learning and true Science.

THE Orders of thy Sanfity came like a Meflage
from Heaven, {urprizing me at once with equal
Pleafure and Aftonifhment. Every Line increafed my
Rapture. And now Ithought I had no more to wifh
for in the World, fince the Great Patriarch of the
Faithful has condefcended to embrace the Advice of
fo mean a Slave as Mahmut. It has been my paffio-
nate Defire to fee Knowledge flourith in the Re-

newred
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nown'd Otteman Empire; that the Infidels may no
longer reproach us with Ignorance and Barbarifm.
This was the Reafon that I fo often impartuned thy
Predeceffor to encourage the Tranflation of Hiffories
into the Turkifb, Language. Now thou art pleafed to
begin this glorious Work, and. te honour me, by
requiring my Inftrutions in the Management of jt.:
Nay, thou haft commanded me to lay the Foundation”
of fo illuftrious an Enterprize, in prefenting thee 2
Pattern or Model of this great Work, containing an
Hiflorical Epitorne of the Four Great Morarchies, with
a brief Series of the moft remarkable and famous.
Tranflations, Changes, and other Events in the
World, with Reference to the Nation and Age
wherein they happened.

As to the Advice thou demandeft of me, I think it
would be for the Honour and Berefit of the Auful/-
mans, that a compleat Hiffary of the 7or/d thould be
colle@ed out of the moft antient and fincere Writers,
and digefted into Aunals, from the very Beginning
of Time, down to the Reign of our prefent Empe~
ror, the Auguft Sovereign of the whole Earth : That
fo whatfloever has been done on Earth worthy of
Memory, may be rank’d in its proper Time and
Places and we may not grope any longer inthedark,
when we would know in what Year or Age any Fa-
mous Warrior or Monarch' lived or died ; or when
any renowned City was built, befieg’d, taken, and
deitroy'd, and by whom all thef¢ Things were done =+
With many other ufeful Memoirs, in which the O¢-
tomans are now wanting.

In the Beginning of this #eré, it will e abfolately
neceflary to have recourle to the Chiounicles of the In-,
dians, Perfians, and Egsptians, and to the I7ritings of
Orpbeus, Homer, Thales, Zeno, and others of Greece,+
Phanicia,and Thrace. For tho® the Nazareres of the
Wef defpife the: Authority of thefe futhors, and ca- .
lumniate all for Fables and Romances which was de-
liver'd before the firlt Ohmpiad ;s yet the more im-
partial Inhabitants of the Eaff, whether Chriftians or

E Bnliulinans



g Letters writ by ~ Vol. VIL

Muffalmans reje& nothing which has the undoubted

Stamp of Antiquity ; but rather feek to unriddle the
myfterious Expreflions of the Poets and Philofophers,
who ftrove induftrioufly to cover all their Know-
ledge and Traditions under dark ZFnigma’s, Figures,
Parables, that fo the Diwine Secrets of Autiguity
I‘x;ight not be prophaned by the rude and unpolifhed
Vulgar.

. Itgawas ever the Maxim of fome antient Sages and
Politicians, thus to keep the People in Ignorance of
palt Times ; the better to affure their Dominion and
Authority over them. They only reveal’d what was
vbviaus to every Man’s Senfe, the manifeft and vifible
Influences of- the Heawenly Bodies of the Sun, Moon,.
and Stars, the Natures of Plants and Animals, with
whatfoever elfe was liable to any Man’s Eye and Ap-
prehenfion. Bat as to the more abftrufe and lefs
confpicyous Works of Nature, they were like the
Secrets of State kept under a Veil.

Vet there wanted not Men of Wifdom in other
Parts of the World, who firove to unfold all Things,
and render Mankind familiar with whatfoever fell
under human Intelle®ts. Among thefe, the Indians
and Chirefes deferve the firlt Place, who were never
covetous of the Gifts of Nature, but fought to im-
prove all thofe of their Nations in the Knowledge
of the Arts and Sciences, and efpecially in the Syffern
of antient Hiffory. Thefe People fhut up themfelves
from the reft of the World for many Ages, fearing
left Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of their
Primitive Laws and Inftitutions. Only Alexander the
Great, and before him, Semiramis Queen of the 4f
[rians, had ever Accels to the Iudies in old Time,
And Chinz was never open till of late, when their
‘tao potent Neighbours the Tartars broke through
their Famous Wall, and fubdued the whole Empire
And their Bufinefs was not with Books but with
Men,

For thefe Reafons we may not wonder, that the

Indian Brackmans, and the Bonzi’s of China, deliveran
Account



Vol. VII. a4 Spy at Paris. i

Account of the Origin of the World, and the next
fucceeding Ages, {o far beyond the Epocha’s of all other
Hiflorians, cfEecially thefe in the #7%/2.

For Events of later Date, the Compilers of this Waork
may make ufe of fuch Hiflorians as have written the
Annals of feveral Nations fince the firlt Ohinpiad.

If thou know’lt not what an Ohmpiad means, tis
the Form of Computation us'd in the antient Grecian
Hegira, every Olympiad containing Four Years. And
the Firft of thefe Ohmpiads began in the Year of the
World 3228. Atwhich time Chorebus of Elis fignaliz'd
himfelf, by winning the firlt Race that ever was run
at the Ohnpick Games. Thefe Games were celebrated
every Ohympiad; and all the Youzh of Greece flack'd to
them, to try their Skill in Running, Wreftling, ‘and
other Manly Exercifes.

About this Time Hifforians began to write par.
tially, and the Trath coold hardly be difcern’d from
the Fabulous Errors with which it was adulterated.
Yet this rather proceeds from a National/ Emulation,
than from a Defign to corrupt the Antient Belief:
However, thou mayeft give Credit to Thucydides,
who in the 86th Olympiad began to write his Hiffory
of the I7ar in Peloponnefus, befiveen the Lacedzmo-
nians and thofe of Athens 5 which 7ar continued
One and twenty Years, as that Author teftifies,
who wrote the Zunals of it from the Beginning to
the End. And among other remarkable Paflages,
which he is very exa® in recounting, he mentions z
famous' Eclipfe of the Sun, that happen'd in the firft
Year of that 77ar; and was fo great, that the Stars
appeared at Noon-Day in the Sky. Plutarch alfo
fpeakks of this Eclipfe, telling us, that Pericles,
Prince of the Athenians, being at Sea when the
Sun was thus darken’d, and perceiving the Mafier
of the Pef#/ in a2 great Fright, as at fome Prodigy,
he threw his Cloak over the Man's Face, and
aflk’d him, If be avas afraid of that, or lok'd upon it
as a bad Omen? And when the Mafler anfiver'd,
No: Pericles xeply'd, IWhat Difference is there betwveen

Bz 1his
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shis Eclipfe of the Sun, and that, fince both are caus’d
by the. Interpofition of a Veil betaween the Sun and thine
Eyess only that Veil is larger than my Chak, it being
the Moon awhich covers that Glorious Lamp from our
Sight 2

Much about the fame time liv’d one Herodotus and
Hellanicus, two Famous Hiferians, Men of Integrity
and Credit ;_and Hippocrates, the Renown’d Phyfician
of Athens. Thefe are worthy to be tranflated into
the Zurkifb Language ; as are alfo Xenophon and Poly-
bins, who wrote after them. They all, except the
Iaft liv'd in the Time of the Perfian Monarchy, and
therefore are moft likely to deliver down a true Ac-
count of the memorable Events that happened during
that formidable Enspire. .

As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the moft Emi-
nent Writers were Curtius, Arrianus, and Diodorus
Siculus; but this laft is frequently miftaken in his
Chronolgy, and therefore ought to be correéted by
the others. Plutarch alfo muft be confulted, and
Fofepbus the Few, with Strabo, Appian, Livy, Fuflin,
and Paufanias. For they either ferve to illuftrate
one another, where they treat of the fame Matters ;
or elfe the one carries on the Thread of Hiffory
where the other left off. And, therefore, thon
needeft not wonder that I name fo many Authors,
fince they are worthy of Credit, and abfolutely
neceffary to the compleating an entire Hiffory of
the 77%r/d; whereas there are a Rabble of other
Friters, who are {carce worth the naming; much
le§s their Authority to be trufted to, in compiling
an Univerfal Hiffory, which is to give a new Luftre
to the Ottoman Empire, and raife uts Credit in the
Leacrned World. ‘

As for the Roman Empire, it will be neceflary to
make ule of Fofephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Philo, Xi-
philirus, Zonsras, Ammianus Marcellinus, Velleius
Patercalus, Sencca, Flrus, Livy, and Suidas,

Thefe will be fufficient Materials with which the
Tranflators, Scribes, and Cempilers may accomplifh the

Iiluftrious



Vol. VII.  a Spy Paru1s. 77

Illuftrious Undertaking ; the Encouragement whereof
I again earnefltly recommend to thy Liberality and
Munificence.

What concerns the Injuntion thou haft laid on me,
to draw a Pattern or Dlodel of this great Hork, in
prefenting thee with a brief Abftrat of the Rifz and
Fall of the Four Moxnarchies, with fuch memorable
Events as will be proper to dirett the Undertakers in
the Method of digefting this Univerfal Hiffory; I will
referve it for another Leter, not having thofe Bocks
by me which are requifite to affit. me in this Affair.

In the mean time, I pray Heawen profper this noble
Enterprize, and grant that thou mayeft live the Space,
of many Ohmpiads, to fee the Efieét of thy Bounty ;
when this Univerfal Hiflory being finifhed, fhall in-
firu& the Muffulmans, and defcat the Calumnies of
the Uncircumeisd. -

* Paris, 2d of the 5th Moo,
of the Year 1668,

The END of the Firft Book.
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LETTER L

To Mechemet, an Exil'd Eunuch, af
Alcair 77 Egypt.

thee Pity on the Score of human Na-
2 ture ; and more Compaflion as thou
art a Muffulian: But where’s the
% Tongue or Pen that can defcribe the

2 Sympathy of Friends; Can't thou in
a defponding Manner calt thyfelf upon thy Bed, there
toexhale, in melancholy Sighs, that pungent Sorrow,
which can find no other Vent, unlefs thofe Vapours
of the Spleen condenfe to Showers of Tears? Canft
thou do this, and I remain infenfible all the
while ? No! I'm a perfe® Eecho to thy faddeft
Groans. And when thou weepeft, my Heart is nota
Stone, that fpatters back again the Drops that fall on

it

—



Vol. VII.  Letters writ by, &e. 79

it; but 'tis like Clay, that foftens with the gentle,
folemn Dittillation. Believe that I {weat Blood, when
thou diffolv’ft in Tears. I am not capable of Mode+
ration toward my Friend. My Love, my Joy, my
Grief and Anger are all exceflive, when fuch a onc
as thou occafion’ft them. °Tis equal Pleafure to live
or die in this magnetick Point: For Souls of Friends
are perfe& Unifons. Then, if thou haft a Spark of
Love. for Makmut, do not kill me with thy fad Com-
plaints.  For whilft I hear that thou art thus aban-
don'd to Misfortune and Defpair, how can I live,
without perpetual Deaths, more terrible than what we
a]l maft andergo by the Courfe of Nature ? Doft thou
delight to make a conftant Marsyr of me ?

Thou art bred a Coustier, and fo was I : Our In.
fant-Blood was feafon'd with the Grand Signior's
Bread and Salt ; we equally imbib'd the Manners, Ha-
bits, Cuftoms, Maxims, and the Pride of the Serail,
with the Pillow, the Milk, Sorbets, and other Nou-
rifiment of our early Years. Since which, we have
feen the various Revolutions of mighty Kingdoms,
States, and Empires. We have beheld the invincible
Lmperor of China fall a Fiftim to the Perfidy of his
Slaves, and to the more propitious Fortune of the
Tartars. After another Manner was the Glory of
the Britifb Monarchy eclipfed. But no Foreign Story
can match the barbarous Maffacres of our Majeftick
Sultans, Muflapha, Ofman, and Ibrabim, all within
our Memory.

Oh ! Mebemet, we have liv'd too long after thefe
Spoils of Reyal Blood. How can we repine at our
own private Loffes and Afli¢tions, whilft we do but
fip the flat infipid Relifts of thofe tragial, fprightly
Potions, brew’d for all the Palates of the greateft
Princes. Henccforth let us live, as if we wereamong
the Dead. Lot us hear, and fee, feel, tafte, and fmell
thefe outward Objelts en pafant, without being fen-
fible what we do or fuffer. Let us anticipate, by a
wife Prevention, the lalt Stroke of Death, by dying

every Moment, -
E 4 Go
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Go to the Pyramids, my Mebemet, or would to Gop
I could go thither for thee ; there to contemplate the
Fate of human Glory, the Mock Grandeur of this
‘World.  Confider all the Race of the Egyptian Kings,
who built thefe coftly and magnificent Structures, or
their Fathers for them : Who fill'd the hollow Piles
with Silver, Gold, and precious Stones, whilft, with
their Magick Laws, they lifted Legions of Spirits,
dwelling in the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, obliging
them to guard the wealtby Sepulchres: And tell me
then, what thou canft find in thofe fuperannuated
Vaults ? Nothing but Stench and Darknefs. Old
Time has filch’d away the {lighter Glories of the
Place ; and his younger Brother Avarice has plunder'd
all the reft, which was the more {ubftantial Part.
He could have done no lefs in common good Manners,
than take the Leavings of the Heir, the Elder of the
two. The great \d/-maimur thought to have the
Gleanings of their Harveft ; but he found the Gain
would never exceed the Coft.

But what's become of all the Founders of thefe
aftonithing Fabricks ? Look in the Tomb of Cheaps,
who is fuppofed to build the greateft of the Pyramids ;
and thou wilt find not the leat Reli®t of his Afhes:
‘Or if thou fhouldft, ’twill be impoffible to dittinguith
them from the common Duft of other Mortals, tho’
his meanelt Slaves: So mutable is human Glory ; fo
inconftant all the Smiles of Forture.

Do ‘but refle&t on all the Glorious Conquefts of
Alexander the Great, and on the Triumphant Entry
he made in Babylon, when the Chariot which carry’d
him, was an Epitome of all the Riches which the Indies
cou’d afford 5 and yet that Chariot which he efleem’d
but one Degree before his Hearfe, which in a very few
Days, with an Obfcurity beneath the Merits of fo great
a Viflor, convey’d him to his Grave.

Confider Czfar, who after four and twenty Battels,
wherein he always got the Day, was drawn in a
Triumphant Chariot to the Capite/ by forty Ele-
ghants; yet now his Name is hardly thought of. s

3 : - .Sa
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So Epaminondas thought to out-vye the World in
his magnificent Infults; yet all this glorious Pagean-
try ended in Duft and Athes. Aurelian led the Graces
Captive with Zembia : yet he himfelf at laft became
the Prifoner of Death. The pompous Galley of Cleo-
patra, when fhe celebrated the Sicilian Triumph,
{erv’d but to mend the Poop of Charon’s Boat, when
fhe was to be ferry’d to Elizium. So the proud Se-
Jfofiris, whofe Coach was drawn by Four vanquifh’d
Kings, at laft was fain to owe his uncouth Funeralto
Four fordid Slaves, who flole his naked Corpfe away
from the defigned Revenge of faftious Eunuchs, and
bury’d it in a Heap of Camel’s Dung.

But where is the Pen or Pencil, that will to the
Life defcribe the unmatch’d Cavalcade of Pomgey,
when by a profperous Chemiftiry he had extraéted all
the richeft Spirits and Effences of Eaftern Wealth, to
grace his Entry into Rome ?

The Front of the Proceflion dazzled every Eye, with
the ftrange Luftre of Diamonds and Carbuncles mix’d
in chequer-wife: an Oriental Figure, or rather the
Subftance of all 4z in Epitome. Then follow'd the
Image of the Crefcent Mooz in mafly Gold, with a
Train of Mountains of the fame Metal, whereon
were Woods of Jet, Vines whofe Grapes were entire
Sapphires, and Animals all of Porphyry, grazing on
Fields of verdant Amethyfts.

To fan&ify this glorious Shew, the Golden Images
of Fupiter, Mars, and . Pallas, came next in fight,
with thirty Crowns of Gold, born up by the Chief
Captains of his Army, as if fo many Kingdoms were
defign’d for their Rewards,  And becaufe Gods and
Godd ffes thould not want a Temple, Five hundred
Slaves bore vp a Fane, built all of mafly Silver,
wafhed with Gold.  And at the Back of this appear-~
ed the Statue of the Corqueror, on which no Eye
could fix, being crufled over with Hyacinths and
Pearls.

Behold, my Afehemezt, an Exuberance of human
Glory : Yet wonder not to fee a Man conte after all 5

Eg a hortat
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a Mortal Man, I fay, made radiant as the Sun with
borrow'd Jewels. And to compleat this fading Tri-
umph, read thefe Letters, all pure Jafpers on his
Chariot-Whesls; Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia,
Lledia, Colebis, Syria, Cilicia, Mefopotamia, Phanicia,
FPalefline, lndia, and the Defarts of Arabia. All thefe
were the Conquefts of this Triumphant Warrior, and
yet his Deftiny infulted over him. Poor Pompey, thou
art gone, and all thy mighty Territories in the Eaft
are now poflefled by Sultan Makomet, cur gloricus
Sovereign.

And what need thee and I repine, after we have
feen all this ? Let 4/drubal aftonith Cartbage with
the Glory of Four Publick Triumphs: Yet that
Theatre of his Honour quickly proves the Stage
whereon he was degraded, ftrip’d ftark naked, and
in Triumph led away by Death. So Harius, after
he had been exalted to the Top of human Felicity
3);1 Earth,. was fcen all naked, lying in a flinking

itch. :

What is become of Nerd's Silver Gallery in the Ca-
pitol ? Or the pendant Gardens of Semiramis, which
coft no lefs than twenty Millions of Gold ? Whereis
now the glittering Hall of Atabalipa, King of Pera,
whofe Pavement was of Sapphires ? Or the Gardens
of Cyrus, fenced round with Pales of Gold ? Or
Ce/ar’s Fountains garnifh’d with Dryads of the fame
Metal 2 Where is the Ivory Palace of Menelaus, cr
the Cryftal Loxwre of Drufus 2 All thefe Things are
vanifh’d with their Founders.

How wife and happy then was Saladine, the great
2nd moft invincible Conqueror of 4/a, who triumph’d
gver him&lf ; and in his viorious Return, caufed a
Shirt to be carried tefore him on the Point of a Spear,
with this Preclamation; That af?er all bis Glories, be
fronld carry nothing to the Grawe but that poor Shirt ? So
Adriaz, a Roman Emperor, to qualify the exceflive Joys
of his high Fortune, celebrated his own Funeral and
caus™d Lis Cgfin to be born before him, when he was
to make a publick Cavalcade through Rome, This was
' a Sacred
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a Sacred Triumph, an Heroick Infult over bimflf
and Death. .

Let thog and I, my Friend, imitate thefe fage Ex-
amples, and ever have the Image of Death before our
Eyes. Then we thall never mousn for the vain Trifles
we have loft, or covet what we never enjoy'd: But
being ever content with what our Deftiny allots us,
fhall pafs our Time away in a Divine Tranquillity.

DMebemet, thow'lt find this to be a profitable and
true Experiment. Try it, and the Iffue will convince~
thee more than a thoufand Counfellors.

Paris, 12th of the sth Mon,
of the Year 1668.

LETTER IL

75 Mohammed, the Illuftrious Eremit
of Mount Uriel 7z Arabia zbe Happy. '

Lodge in a Houfe near the Wall of Paris, which
I gives me a daily Opportunity of furveying out of
my Window the adjacent Fields: Thefe extend them-
felves in a Plain for the Space of a League, or there-
abouts; and then the Eye is arrefted by a long Ridge
of rifing Ground, a Row of Hills, or Hillocks, not
meriting the lofty Name of Mountains, yet high,
enough to put a Valley out of fhape, and make the,
Horizon crump-back’d. .

Thefe Hills are cover’d thick with Woods and
Groves; among whofe verdant, fhady Tops, fome
ftately Palaces lift up their glittering Crefts, and make
a fociable pleafant Figure in thofe Solitudes. ’

This Profpe& reprefents fo much to the Life the
Valley of Adwoimin Arabia, the Place of my Nativity, .
that I could zs well grafp Coals of Fire with naked
Hands, and not be hurnt, as caft my Eye out of my
Window on this lovcly%.and&ip, and not be inflam’d

L6
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with fecret Paffions for my Native Soil, the Place
where I firlt drew the Vital Air, Itis a perfect Mag-
res to my Spirit, wherefoever I am, attra&ting all my
Wifhes, Inclinations, and Defires. Methinks the
Faftern Winds at certain Hours waft to my ravithed
Ears the Whifpers of my Countrymen. Methinks,
fometimes, I fee the Faces of my Kindred, and their
Rural Train; I hear their Voices, and converfe fa-
miliarly with them, as though they were prefent :
Such is the Magick of ftrong Defire and Sympathy ;5
it fteals the Soéul away from itfelf, and with fwveet
Violence unites it to the belaved Obje&, though at
rever fo great a Diftance. Thus when my wandering
Thoughts have taken up their Refidence for a while
in that delicious Vale where I was born, a far more
powerful Magnet draws them to thy Cave, Myfterious
Solitary, Mirror of Virtues, Exemplary Guide of fuch
as confecrate themfelves to Gob.

:"Glory "to Him that was before 4/l Tire, the Fa-
ther of Eternal Azes. He changes not, yet is the
Source of indefatigable and unwearied Revolutions.
He is the only independent, true, and felf-exiftent
Being ; the uncreated Effence from whom all other
Beings derive their Origin and Confervation. He
is the Prop and Bafis ‘of the Univerfe. He is but
One, the Primitive Unity, and cannot be divided
into Fraftions; Yet every Species and Individual
Being in the World participates a Share of his Di-
vinity. Immortal Praifes exhale from all Creatures,
and afcend like Clouds of Incenfe before the Throne
of his Adorable Majefty, or like Vapours which the-
gratefu! Earth returns in a hot Summer’s Day, by
Way of Acknowledgment for the Benefits perpeta-
ally flowing on her from the Sun. So all the Ele-
ments. refpire their Thanks to Him that made them.
The Firmament expands itfelf, and bows down to
the Brims of this low Globe; Sun, Moon, and Stars
do ftoop and kifs the Floor of the Earth, in Token of
profoand IHumility and Devotion to the Immortal
Searczof Lizht. Only ungratefufMan repays the Boun-

ty
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ty of the Omnipotent with Negle@ts, Contempts,
Afironts, and Blafphemies. I mean the general Part
of Human Race ; excepting always from this Charge
the Juft, the Innocent, and Pious: Were it not for
fuch as thefe, the Divine Patience would be tir'd with
the continual Profanations of vain Mortals,

Oh! Venerable Sy/van, thou art the only pacifick
Victim of this finful Age. Thy conftant Self-denials,
Mortifications, Abfinences, and the whole Syftem of
thy accomplifh’d Sanétity, ftop the Wrath of Heaven
from falling in large Catarafts on Mankind: When
the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops down
Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, glad that 2
Son of Adam yet furvives, not flain’d with Vice.
Thou art the effe@tual Propitiation for the finful
World. When Storms and Tempefls of impetuous
Winds, when Lightning, Thunder, Hail, or Rain
difturb the Air, or Earthquakes menace more effectual
Tragedies to the Earth, I think of thee, the Fa-
vourite of Heaven, and then repofe in full Security ©
Thy very Idea is my Shelter from all Evils: I fhroud
myfelf under the Shade of thy inviolated Beard, over
which the Razor never pafs’d. I take SanQuary in
the Umbrella-of thy Arms, when ftretch’d in fervent
Oraifons: Thy Remembrance is my certain Refoge in
Calamity.

I am impregnated with Sacred Emulations of thy
Virtue; I burn with fervent, paflionate Defires to be-
come thy Difciple : I languifh to withdraw myfelf
from this vain World, and from the contagious So-
ciety of Mortals. How happy is the Life that is led
in quiet Solitude ? Where the Soul can feel herfelf, and
being awaken’d to a Senfe of her Immortal Strength,
rouzzs and vigoroufly fhakes off the heavy Clogs of
Slcep and Death: Whilft the Divine Affarus gently
breathing on the Intelle&, and fanning the oppreffed
Sparks of Reafon, which lay fiothering under a
Heap of Errors, Lufts, Affetions, and unlimited
Defires, kindles the Mind into a perfe@t Fiame of
Light, which foon confumes the Rubbifh of bodily

Pleafures,
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Pleafures, diffipates the Smoke and Mifts of pamper’d
Tlefh and Blood, and then a Man becomes all radiant
within, fhining with unclouded Splendors.

We Mortals feem to be rank’d in a middle State,
between the feparate Spirits and Beafts: Our Virtues
make us like the former, our Vices like the latter.
For when a Man has quite fubdued his Appetites, and
Reafon fits triumphant in her Throne, he is like an
Angel, living above the Race of his Morulity. He
does not, with the Stagyrize, place Virtue ina Medium,
or rank the Excefs of Goodnefsin the Predicament of
Vice ; but makes dire® and f{wift Advances to the
Zenith of Heroick Generofity, fcarning to halt or
make lame mungrel Capitulations with himfelf, as if
he were afraid of being too good.

I would afk a Peripatetick, whether it be a Virtue
or a Vice, in him that ftomaching the enormous Vil-
lanies of wicked Men, boils up with an exceflive ve-
hementAnger? Or whether a Man can err in loving
Gop too much, or in conceiving too violent a Sor-
row for his paft Offences, or who can be too
thankful for the Favours of Heaven | No! the far-
ther Diftance Virtce keeps from this cold, earthly
Mediocrity, the brighter is its Splendor. Andfo cn
the other Side, the greater is the Barbarifm, Bru.
tality, and Infernal Stamp of Vice, by how much
more remote it is from this Indifference. In a word,
Virtue and Vice are two contrary Extremes: So Piety
is diametrically oppofite to Prepharenefs 5 Intempe-
rance t0 Sobriety 3 Fortitude to Comvardice 5 Incon-
tinence to Chaflity 5 Awvarice to Boumty; Medefly to
Inspudence ; Pride to Humility; Enmity to Friendibip,
&e.

Now the Mediums between thefe Extremes, are Hj-
pecrify between Virtue and Vice 5 Supesflition between
Piety and Propbancnefs ; Bafbfulnefi between DModefly
and Jmpudeuce, and fo of the reft.

Yet after all, ’tis neceffary to obferve a Medium in
thofe Things which pertain to mortal Life, and to the
Perpetuation of Mankind: Such ase Meats, Drinks,

Nataral
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Natural Paffions of the Body and Mind, proceeding
from the alternate Senfe of Pleafure and Pain. So
when we are prefs’d with Huoger and Thirft, we
ought not prefently to covet the plentiful Tables and
fuperfluous Banquets of the Grear; but rather fuch
a Diet, as being eafily prepar’d, may fatisfy the Cra-
vings of our Nature, without naufeating and giving
us a Surfeit. To this End, the Djwine Providence has
featter’d up and down the Surface of this Globe, an
infinite Variety of Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Seeds, with
all Sorts of Corn and Pulfe. The Cattle afford us
Plenty of Milk ; the Bees are no Niggards of their
Honey ; the Fountains, Rivers, and Lakes abound
with ever {pringing freth Supplies of fweet refrething
Water. Wealfo have the Ufe of Salt, Oyl, Wine,
and other exhilerating Beverages ; that being content
with fo many Benefits and Enjoyments, we might pro-
long our Lives in this World by Sobriety, as in a moft
pleafant Garden or Paradife of Health. '
But, alas! inftead of gratefully acknowledging the
Bounty of Heaven, and pregnant Fertility of the
Earth; inftead of fitting mannerly down at the Table,
which Gop has {pread and cover’d for us with fuch a
Train of Feftival Dainties, we brealt the Rules of
Hofpitality ; and rufhing violently on the Creatures
under his Prote@ion, we kill and flay at Pleafure,
turning the Banquet to a cruel Maflacre ; being
transformed into a Temper wholly Brutal and Vo.
racious, we glut curfelves with Flefh and Blood of
flaughter’d Animals. Oh! happy he that can con-
tent himfelf with Herbs, and other genuine Produés
of the Earth ; that {leeps as well in a folitary Cave,
upon 2 Bed of Mofs or Leaves, as in a Palace on a
Couch of Down. He never wants, becaufe he never
defires what is not in his Power. He is not burden’d
with 2 Crowd of Servants and flattering Retainers ;
nor his Repofe difturb’d with early and late Addrefies
of pretended Friends, officious Sycophants, impor-
tunate Petitioners, and other fretting Bufinefs of the

World,
Why
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Why fhould I longer then demur or hefitate ?
‘What hinders me from prefently embracing a Courfe
of Life, that promifes fo much Happinefs? A Dif-
cipline that will at once free me from a Thonfand
Tyrannies of ‘ITmperious Lufts, and Hoftile Paffions ?
1 fhall then have no nced of Money, or the Help of
crofs grain’d Servants. I fhall not want a Multitude
of Goods, the needlels Pageantry of fuperfluous Or-
naments, to make a dazzling Figure, and draw the
Eyes of People to a Reverend Admiration. I fhall
be free from fottith Drowfinefs, and turbulent Dreams.
My Lungs will in my Sleep refpire the Air with
Eafe: Whillt gentle Slumbers, mix'd with happy
Vifions, fhall tranfport my Soul to unknown Worlds.
No Fevers, Gouts, or Dyfenteries fhall invade my
Health, nor magifterial Menaces of Empiricks be-
fpeak my certain Death, unlefs I will patiently {ubmit
to all the needlefs Tortures they are contriving for me,
and tame]y {wallow down their new-invented Poifons,
ard be rack’d to Death in Hopes of Eafe and Life.
From all which horrid Circumitances, a flender in-
rocent Diet, not flain’d with the Blood of any Avimal,
will fet me free.

* Holy Eremite, the Idea I have of this Manner of
Life, makes a profound and durable Imprefion on
my Saul. I am ravithed with the Sentiments of Plato
and Pytbhagoras, and refolutely bent-to undergo the
Difcipline of their Philofophy. I will firft endeavour
to rid myfelf of vain AfteCions, Habits, and pro-
phane Negotiations of the Earth : I'll gradually die
to all Concupilcence and bodily Pleafure, that fo
I may by equal Steps revive to the Contemplation of
Celeftial Things. Then being free from every Spot
and Stain contrafted in the Days of my Security and
Careleflnefs, my Thoughts and Works will be ac-
ceptable to Gop ;5 who in return, will certainly infufe
into my defecate Mind a fecret Virtue, the Magick
of this Vifible World; which purifying my Soul yet
farther, will prepare it for the lalt and higheft Gicf;
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of the Eternal Bounty to our Race whilt in this
Life; to wit, a Power of doing Supernatural Things,
and of Foretelling Events to come.

Do thou but pray it may be fo, and all the Powers
of Hell can never prevail againft me; For thou haft
the Ear of the Omnipotent.

Paris, 3d of the 8¢th Moon,
of the Year 1668.

LETTER IIL

70 Hamet Reis Effendi, Principal Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

N this Time of Wars with Nazareres, when the

Ottoman Fury is rouz'd and provok’d by Infidels ;
it will not be amifs to expof!: the Nakednefs of
Europe to the Supreme Divan, which is on Earth the
clofe Committee of the Court above.

I chufe to addrefs my Letter to thee, in Compli-
ance with my former Orders, wherein thou feemedft
paflionately defirous to know the prefent State of
Cbrglendam". Gop give thee a perpetual Serenity,
Scribe of the Scribes: May't thou never be troubled
with a running Eye, a fhaking Hand, or the Tooth-
ach. As for.me, I'm a perfe& Magazine of Dif-
eafes, a walking Hofpital, the School of ZEfculapius,
where the neceflairy God has Scope to vent his Skill
on all the various Kinds of Maladies, which afli&t our
mortal Race: Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and horrid
]lgyfenteries, are as common with me as my daily

let.

However, amidf all thefe Afliions, I ferve the
Grand Signior and my Friends with a cordial Alacrity ;

never
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never grudging to facrifice my Eafe and Health to the
Intereft of True. Believers.

The Face of Eurgpe is much chang’d fince the De-
cline of the Roman Empire, and the Ufurpations of
the Popes. That once mighty Monarchy is now
thrunk into a very narrow Compafs, being fhut up
within the Confines of Germany, which formerly was
but a Province of the Antient Empire. All Zraly is
revolted. So are the Swifes, and the United States
of the Loaw-Countries. 'The Hans-Toawns, which in
Time paft paid Homage to the Ezmperor, have now
fhaken off the Yoke, and are become Independent
Commonavealths. ~ Tranfjlvania plays faft and loofe
with him, according as their Intereft requires. Li-
woniz laughs at his Menaces, as appears by the
Anfwer they fent to Charles V, when he demanded .
their Submiffions, and that they would return to their
Native Allegiance, otherwife threatning them with
Fire and Sword. For all the Reply they made, was,
That they knew the Emperor’s Horfe would ba
founder'd before he could reach the Frontiers of their
Country.

'Tis 2 general Obfervation, that fince the Reign
of Redofph 1, above Two Hundred Principalities and
States have fallen off from the Empire. And thofe
that yet continue in their Obedience, I mean the
Eleftoral Princes, claim {o many Privileges, ftand fo

-much upon Punélilio’s and Prerogatives, that there
remains now little more of the Jmperial Majelty and
Power, fave the bare Title and* ontward Pomp. It
is remarkable, That within thefe Three Hundred
Years, no lefs than Nine German Emperors have been
murder’d, and many more have been depos’d and
banifh’d.  To fum up allin a few Words : If we fur-
vey the prefent State of the German Empire accurate-
ly, if we pry narrowly into its true Circumftances,
we fhall find, that after all the Clatter of his noify
Titles, the Emperor can call nothing properly his
own, but his Hereditary Effate in Aufiria, which is

. : hardly
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hardly equivalent to the Territories of fome Lords
whom he calls his Vafals.

The Germazs in generdl are a rude, unpolifh’d
People ; greedy of Novelties, inconftant, rafh, per-
fidious, and very phlegmatick ; much additted to
unnatural Lufts, and inceftuous Copulations. It is
recorded of Barbara the Emprefs, Wife to Sigifmund,
another Mrfalina, that after her Hufband’s Death,
her Confeffor advifing her to reform her Manners,
and live more chaftly, like the Turtle; fhe anfwerd,
If Imuft imitate the Lifz of Birds, avky not of a Sparrow,
as awell as a Turtle? Her Brother Frederick was much
fuch another : For at Ninety Years of Age he mur-
der’d his Wife for the Sake of a Strumpet. And
being advifed to repent, and think of his Graves
he faid, I am noaw fludying my Epitaph, avbich 1 defign
Jrall be comprized in thefe Words : !

This is my Way to Hell 5 I know not
what I fhall find there: What I
bave left bebind me, I know. T
abounded in all Delights, ~whereof.
I carry nothing with me: Neither
my dainty Meats, or pleafant Wines,
or whatfoever my infatiable Luxury

© exbaufled, .

Drunkennefs is faid to be the Original Sin of Ger<
many, from whence it fpread itfelf into other Coun.
tries. They give this Charaller of a German, ¢¢ That
‘< he isan Animal which drinks more than he can
¢ carry : A Tun that contains more than he can ex-
“ prefs,” They tell a Story of Four old Saxens, who

at
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at one Sitting drank as many Healths as they could
make up Years amonglt them, which amounted to
Three Hundred. And “tis recorded of a certain
German Count, That ne ufed to make his Children
whilft yet Infants, drink luftily, to prove whether
they were of his own begetting or no: For if they
grew fick after it, he prefently concluded them to be
Baftards ; but if they could bear the Debauch well
be cherithed them as his own true Offspring. In a
word, thou mayeft have the fame Idea of the Ger-
mans at this Day, 'as Solyman the Magnifcent had in
his Time, who ufed to fay, ¢ 1 flight the Germans
¢ above all other People of Eurgpe, becaufe they are
¢ always at Difcord among them/elves, nor can they
¢ ever be uaited any more than my Fingers and
¢¢ Toes. They cannot endure Labour, and are the
¢ excefliveft Gluttons and Drunkards in the-World :
¢ They always maintain a Regiment of Whores in
¢ their Camp. Their Generals take more Pride in
‘¢ their Feathers, than in their Military Arms.”

In a word, the German is fo over-ran with all
Kinds of Vice, that he wants nothing to make him
a compleat Dewi/, but only a little Tinflure of the
dtalian Qualities, according to the Proverb, Tudefio.
dialianato ¢ un Diabols Incarnato; A German Iltalia-
niz’d, is a Devil Incarnate. ' .

*Tis certain, the French have fo weaken'd ’em on
one Hand, and the Swedes on the other; that confi-
dering the frequent Troubles they meet with from
the Hungarians, Bobemians, and other Tributary Na-
tions, befides the Inteftine Feuds of the Elefforal
Princes ;we need not fear the blunted Talnus of the
Eagle, which are fcarce ftrong enough to fupport
her tottering’ State, or prop her from falling into
Ruin: So far is fhe from being able to offend her
Neighbours, that {he never makes War her Choice,
or takes the Field but by Compulfion in her own
Defence,

-

Iluftrious
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. Tlluftrious Hamet, I pray Goo infpire the Victorious
Ofinans with Praphetick Courage and Refolution, and
the final Conqueft of Germany will foon be the Prize
of True Beliewers.

Paris, 5th of the 1oth Moon,
" of the Year 1668.

LETTER IV,
70 Nathan Ben Saddi, # Jew af Vienna,

HE Friendfhip that has been contrafted be-
tween thee and me, ever fince it was thy
Fortune to ferve the Grand Signior in that Station,
obliges us both to mautual Sincerity. Befides, the
Duty and Allegiance we owe our Sovereign, requires
Plain dealing between us. We ought to fhun Flattery
as the Bane of all friendly Engagements, the Peft of
the Courts of Princes, and the General Contagion
which infe€ts chiefly the moft Effeminate Part of
Mankind. Such as are thele J7zflern Nazarenes,
who abound in_a Thoufand little Complaifances and
falfe Civilities : Thus fuffering their own Integrity
to be corrupted, their Virtue and Faftnefs of Spirit
to be furprized and debauched ; whillt their Friends,
by thefe Means, not feldom run on Precipices, and
fall into inevitable Ruin. In a word, they betray .
one another and themfelves, out of pretended good
Nature.
By what I have faid, thou wilt comprehend, that
I do not reprove thee out of Spite, Envy, Malice,
or an affeéted Gravity ; when I tell thee, that you-
took wrong Mleafures, in endeavouring to fet the
Emperor’s Pulace on Fire, or to poifon him at his
’ Dinner.
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Dinner. 1 told thee once before, that thefe prepofte-
rous Methods will never take Effe&. Befides, they
will do the Grand Signior no Service.

Though thou art -feemingly engaged in the Caufe
of the Malecontents, remember that thy Bufinefs
is different from theirs. What fignifies it to thee,
whether the Hungarians have their Liberties, Rights,
and Privileges granted them,_or no? Or what
Reafon haft thou to efpoyfe the Intereft of the Evar-
gelicks, rather than that of the Catholicks, any farther
than as an Umbrage to cover the greater Defigns
thou halt in Hand, as an Agent Incognito for the
Grand Signior. Let the Fefuits purfue their own
Game, and the Proteflants theirs : Stand thou
Neuter in the main, and rather endeavour to
keep both Parties in a Counterpoize, than to turn
the Scales for either. For the Swltan will gain by
the Divifions of the Nazarenes, let the Cafe go
how it will between themfelves. Defides, there
are Catholicks engaged in the Faffion, as well as
Proteftants. Tis rather a Ciwi/ Quarrel, than a
Religious one. The Nobles and Gentry of Hungaria
and Tranfylvania are concerned for their Eftates,
more than for their Churches. They fee the Im-
perial Court wants Money, and it is a Crime for an
Hungarian to be rich. Thofe that have the fupreme
Power in thefe Cafes, will find Reafon enough to
condemn a wealthy Lord, whether he be guilty or
not. .

+ *Tis this puts them upon caballing and entring into
Confederacies, that fo they may confult the Means
of their own Safety, and be in a Pofture to defend
themfelves.
- I perceive the Count de Serini has made another
Addrefs for the Government of Carolffadt, and been
repulfed ; Fofeph Earl of Haberflein, and Knight of
2Maka, being appointed to fucceed the Counr 4 A-
werfperg in that Honour. Which is an evident Sign,
that the Emperor has no good Opinion of Serini,
notwithftanding all his former good- Services. A;:d
this
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this is enough to alienate 2 Man of his great Courage
and Merit.

Count Frangipani alfo has his particular Difcon-
tents: So has Tatembach, with many other potent
Lords of Hungary and Croatia. Indeed, the whole
Body of thofe Nations are difobliged, and almoft
wearied out with the continual Oppreflions of the
Germans.

Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Mafter to bring
them to a Neceflity of putting themfelves under the
Grand Sigrisr’s Prote@ion : *Tis thy Part to cherifh
their Dilcontents. As for the Jmperial Court, thou
may'ft perceive they are refolv’d to mortify thefe
People, and to take from them all Opportunities and
the very Capacity of rebelling, by not fuffering the
Natives of Huugary and Croatia to poflefs any Office
of Command.

Every Party purfues its own Interefts, and fo muft
we ours.  Self-Prefervation is the Root of all mutual
Society and Juftice. Take care of thyfelf, thy Friends,
and the Caufe thou art engaged in, and then thou .
needeft not fear any Qualms of Confcience. In fire,
I counfel thee to put in practice the Advice of one
of thy own Rabbi’s, Fefus Bern Syrach ; Be mot ever-

Jufh.

Paris, 17¢h of the v b Moon, .
of the Year 1668,

B
a2

LETTER
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LETTER V.

To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafler
of the Grand Signior's Cufloms at
Conftantinople.

PRepare thyfelf for furprizing News, and receive
it with a Moderation becoming a Man. Oucox-
miche our Mother is dead.. One and the fame Night
lodg’d her in the Apartments of Hymen, and the
Chambers of Death. Before the Days of the Nuptial
Solemnities were over, the mournful Rites of her
Funeral commenc’d: She made but one Remove
from her Marriage-Bed to the Grave.

If thou wondereft, that a Woman of her Age,
being Seventy-five Years old, and having already had
Two Hufbands, fhould marry a Third ; Know, that
it was not Dotage, but Difcretion, which prompted
her to take this Courfe. The Integrity, Wifdom,
and prudent Condu&t of Eliachim the Few, had
charm’d her Affe€tions long ago, and improved her
Acquaintance with him into@ firi€t and virtuous
Friendfhip. As a Mother, the ow’d him Refpeét and
Love for his conftant Fidelity to me: And on her
cwn Account, fhe could not but entertain Senti-
ments of Efteem and Gratitude for a Man, who had
been fo nicely careful to preferve her Perfon and
Honour from Injury and Violence, ever fince fhe
came to Paris. For he alone, among the many
Myriads of People inkabiting this City, was the
only Confident both of her Secrets and mine. In
a word, thefe Regards, with fomme others of Piety,
Zeal and good Nature, made her willing to become
bis Wife, who in all Things had performed the Part
of a Friend, and a Perfon of Honour.

Befides
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Befides all this, it was really her Infereft ‘thus to’
difpofe of her latter Days in a Foreign Courtry, where
fhe krew no body but Eliachim and me. As for me,
fhe confidered that my Life was not only fubjeé to the
fame Cafualties with other Mortals, and that I might!
be fnatched away by a Thoufand Deaths; but that
my Station here was very precarious, and I might be
fuddenly recalled by my Superiors to Cozffantinople,
or at leaft be removed to fome other Poft whither fhe-
could not accompany me, being incapable of bear-
ing, at thefe Years, the Hardfhips and Fatigues of
Travel : That after my Departure, fhe fhould be
negle&ted, contemned, and abandoned by all, but thofe
who would defire her Death for the fake of her Money
and Jewels. -

In thefe Circumftances, to remain a Widow, pro-
fefling the Faith of Mabormet, and believing the-/-
coran, in a Region and City fwarmmw with Infidels,
would have been but an uncomfortable as well as a
dangerous Condition. Wherefore having had Expe-
rience of Eliackim’s Virtue, and incorrupt Manners,
he alfo making Addrefles of Love to her, and giving
her Encouragement to. hope that he would become a,
Muffulman, the yielded at laft to the Thoughts of
taking him for her Hufband, and they were married
on the 7th of this Moon, in a private Synagogue of
the Feaws : For they are not allow’d a publick one in
this City, as they are in many other Cities of Eurgpe.

My Mother appeared neither too dcjetedly f.d,
nor profufely merry, during the nuptial Feaft. RBat
comporting herfelf with a chearful Relervedrefs,
feemed to have .her Thoughts rather fixed on fome:
thing elle, than the vain Ceremonies, Noife, and
Mirth of the Company. It looks as if her Pro-
phetick Soul was fenfible of its approaching Releafe :
For, to be brief, fhe was found dead in Ler Bed next
Morning.

Brother, ‘fhe is now in her Sepulchre, at reft from
all the Toils of Human Life. Let not this News afieét
thee with fruidlels Melancholy, fince Death is the

F common
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common Fate of all Mortals. Rather advance the
Blifs of our deceafed Parent, with devount Oraifons
for her Soul; remembring that e’re long we fhall be
in the fame Condition. For tho’ Man, likea Moth,
be paffionately enamour’d with the Light of this
World : tho’ he flutter and dance about it for a while,
bafking in the Splendor and.Warmth of his good
Fortune, yet at length he is confum’d by the very
Flame which gave him Nourifhment, and falls a Vic-
tim to his own Pleafure. N

Paris, the gth of the 1/ Moon,
of the Year 1669.

LETTER VL

‘Tp Hamet, Reis Effendi, P}z'ncz';)al Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

I Sent thee a Letter fome Days ago, wherein I
" expofed the general Nakednefs, Imbecility, and
languithing State of the German Empire in this Age.
My Difpatch abounded with Charaéters of their
Vices : It has defcribed exaétly the prefent Eclipfe of
antient Imperial Majefty, Power and Strength, the
Revolt of many Principalities and States, the Feuds
and*Difcord of thofe that yet remain in Obedience,
and pay a feeming Homage to Cz/ar ; with many
other Things, which, being well confider’d, may for
the future prevent, or at leaft diminifh that Confter-
nation and panick Terror, which ufes to feize the
Hearts of Muffulmans, when we are in War with the
Emperor.

Now, as a farther Incentive and Encouragement
to take up Arms againft the Infidels; as a Spur to
cestain Victory and Conqueft, I will unlock the,

Treafures
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Treafures of the Country, without taking Notice of
the Inhabitants. And fince nothing more excites the
Refolution and Valour of military Men, than the
Hopes of Plunder, and pafling away a Campaign in
Plenty of all neceffary Comforts; I will give thee 2
true Account of the natural Dowry of thefe Regions,
the Riches of the Soil, and the Wealth, which Com-
merce with other Nations, together with the Spoils
of former Wars, the Induftry of the People, and the
Benevolence of Fortune have added to their Store.

Germany abounds in generous Wines, and thofe
more lafting than any other.in Exrope. 'The Rhenifh
Wines will keep above Fifty Years. The Wines of
the Necker are wholefome, and clear as Water from
the Rock: Thofe of Franconia are ftrong and opera-
tive ; the Auffrian Grape is {weet and lufcious. Se-
veral Roman Emperors have preferr’d the Fruits of the
German Vintage to thofe of fraly and Greece. And
fuch is the fuperabundant Plenty of Vineyards, that
at a Place called Stufgard, there is a Proverb current,
that They hawve more Wine than Water. If our Fani-
zaries knew this, they would be for an Expedition
into Germany: Nay they temper their Mortar with
Wine in fome Places, and flack their Lime with it,

They have ftrong Beverages alfo made of Barley,
Wheat, and other Grain, which they tranfport
from Branfwick, Breflaw, Delph, Dantzick, Lubeck,
and other Places, to moft Countries in the North
and Weft of Eurgpe. They likewife make a Sort of
Wine of Honey, as ftrong and {weet 4s the Wine of
Candy.

There is Abundance of Frankincenfe and Myrrh
in Moravia, of Saffran in Aduftria, of Liquorice in
Francenia, of Madder for Dyers in §i/efa, of Amber,
in Thurirgia. ’

There are innumerable Orchards full of all de-
le€table Fruits; the Fields ftand. thick with Corn,
the Paftures arc throng’d with Cattle, and they have
a Breed of the ftouteft Horfes in the World. They
have Timber enough to ferve all the Nations in

F 2 the
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the World for Shipping.” But that which is moft
inviting, is the Variety of Mines of Gold, Silver,
Copper, Lead, Tin, and Iron. Before dmerica was
difcovered, Germany was the Peru and Potofi of all
Europe. They have alfo Plenty of Marble as bright
as Cryftal.

Befides their Native and Domeftick Riches, they
have mightily improved their Stock by Foreign Com-
merce ; exchanging their Superfluities for Things
more precious, and of greater Value: Which in a
conflant Courfe of Bartering, brings into the German
Coffers many Hundred Millions of Crowns in a Year.
In a word, their Cities are fo rich, that when they
have been pillaged by an Enemy, the Booty of one
City has been valued at Two Millions of Crowns in
ready Money, befides Plate and Jewels. The ccmmon
Soldiers have made Hilts for their Swords and Daggers
of Gold and Silver; nay, fome would make their
very Helmets of the fame Metals. Publick Gaming
Tables have been fet up in the Streets, and it has been
common for a private Trooper to win or lofe Five or
"Ten Thoufand Crowns at a Time; This would be
rare Sport for our Fauizaries and Spahi’s.

I tell thee, Serenc Minifler, confidering the im-
menfe Wealth of Germany, and the Degeneracy of
its Inhabitants, Providence feems to invite our Arms .
to make a Conqueft of thofe fertile Regions, and
take from the Uncircumcifed the Goods which furfeit
them. They abufe the Gifts of Nature and Fortune,
by employing them ‘to the Ends of Vice; whereas
the Zrue Believers, were they once poflefs’d of them,
would turn them to virtuous Purpofes, the publick
Advantage, the Increafe of theEmpire, Glory of Gobo,
and Propagation of the Faith Undefiled.

Paris, 134 of the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1669.

- LETTER
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LETTER VIL

To Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of
the Convent of Dervifes at Cogni in
Natolia,

WAS with a fpecifick Kind of Joy not ealy.
to be defin'd, that I reccived thy venerable .
Difpatch. I perus’d the welcome Orders therein con-

" tained with a Delight not in the leaft inferior to his,

who being abandoned to Diftrefs and miferable Po-

verty, has by geod Luck difcovered a hidden wealthy

Treafure : For fo my Spirit is ravifhed, to find in this

degenerate Age, a rich Referve of Piety and Devotion

to the ancient Prophets of Gobp.

I’m glad to hear the Charatter of Fobn the Baptif?,
which I fent thee formerly, was fo well accepted by
thee, and all the Religious under thy Charge, that
thou vouchfafelt only to accufe the Shortnefs of the
Relation, defiring 2 miore particular Account of that
Prophet’s Manrer of living, efpecially of his Abfti-
nence, and what may be thg: ‘moit proger Interpretation
of the Grecian Word érpid'es, mentioned in the
Hittory of his Life.

Praife be to Gop, who has infpired thee with this
critical Regard to one of his moft holy Meflengers. I
revere thy learned Soul, and that accomplifh’d In-
tellet which is ever bufy, prying into weighty and
important Matters. I honour thy impartial Mind,
which fcruples not to pay th’ Attach that is due to a
Saint, tho’ of the Chriftian Kalendar. If we fhould
rejedt all that the Followers of Fe/us do, we fhould
reither Faft, Pray, give Alms, or perform any other
good Works. Therefore in this, thou art an ex-
emplary Pattern to the rlgld fuperftitious Sort of

Fj Muffulmaz
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Muflulman Fanaticks, who bear an endlefs Grudge -
againft all thofe that are not of their narrow Faith,
and dark Opinion.

Glory be to Gop, with whom the WOR D was
prefent from the Dawning of Eternal Light, before the
Morning of his Works had peep'd o’er the Mountains
of the antient Chaos, or penetrated the dark Abyfs
and mifty Vale of Nothing, and painted the Tops of
the Creation, the higheft Ranks of Beings, with
Splendors of the early Day. Before the Sun had
drank the immortal Hz/o in, and fpong’d up all the
vifible Beams, tQ fqueeze them out again upon the
Moon and Stars, and on the lower World. That
WORD remains for ever, and at a determined Hour
became incarnate, in the Perfon of Fefus the Son of
Mary, as the Holy Alccran informs us.

In thofe Days fobn the Baptif went into the
Wildernefs, and preached Repentance to the Feavs,
foretelling the near Approach of the Mefias. The
facred Hero made a Cave his Refidence ; and at firfk,
to wean his Body from all Softnefs, he wore a Veft
or Shirt of Camel’s Hair, which was girt about him
with a Belt made of that painful and religious Crea.
ture’s Skin, to-put him in mind, that he was born
for holy Labours, Toils, and Mortifications. He had
no Table fpread with far-fetch’d coftly Dainties ; no
Difhes cramm’d-with bloody and large Inventories of
Birds, four-footed Beafts, and Fifh. His Diet was
fimple, cheap, and innocent, eafy to be got in every
Wood or Field, without the Detriment of his Fellow-
Animals. For he either contented himfelf with a
Repaft on Honey, which he found in hollow Trees ;
or on 2 Kind of Manna, a fweet Dew falling on their
Leaves, and there condens’d by heavenly Influence ;
or elfe it was a Kind of lufcious Moifture, which he
fucked from certain Plants, perhaps not much unlike

. our Sugar-canes. For thus Interpreters do differ about
the Words 73 uéas &y erov. Whatever it was we may
conclude it to be fome flender, light, and eafy Nou-

rithment : And when this Diet fail'd him, or his Sto-
mach
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mach reguir’d a little more Variety, he banqueted on
what the Grecians call’d dxpid'es. Some will have thefe
to be a Kind of Locufts or Grafbappers, a Meat indulg’d
the Feaws by Mofes in the Law. The Syrians alfo
counted them a Dainty ; fo did the antient Parthians,
as Arifiotle and Pliny tell us.  And my Countrymen
the Arabians eat of them to this Day. Others are of
Opinion, that thefe dZxpid'cs were a Sort of little
Shell-fith, fuch as Crabs, Crayfyb, or Shrimps, which
Nature has generally lodg’d in Holes along the Banks
of Rivers. A pleafant, temperate Sort of Diet, com-
mended for their Virtues in expelling Poifon, and
being Remedies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to
cure the Biting of mad Dogs.

The divine Prophet therefore oft frequenting the
Waters of the River Fordan, wherein he ufed to
wafh his Converts and Difciples ; thefe Men fuppofe,
he took Occafion to allay his Hunger with thefe
little Skell-fith which he might eafily take in
mighty Numbers from their watry Nefts. And they"
endeavour to firengthen this Opinion, by afferting,
That the Food which the Waters afford us, is muoch
more pure and holy than what the Earth brings forth,
in regard the Earth lies under the Malediction of
Gop ever fince Noab’s Flood, whereas the Waters
never were curs’d. Hence, fay they, it is very
probable, that the confecrated Hero would not defile .
his fpotlels Life with curfled Banquets from the Earth,
but rather chofe to appeafe his Hunger with the
harmlefs, blefled, and wholefome Produ& of the
Waters. . .

If thou wilt have my Opinion after all, I'm apt to
think thefe dxpid'cs were nothing elfe but the tender
Taps of Plants, fuch as we call Aparagus, or per-
haps they were the wild Applesof the Wood, and then
we may fuppofe there’s fome Miftake in the Greek
Copy, dxpid'es for dupad'es. Oritmay be, the holy
Prophet in the proper Seafon of the Year, did ufe to
crop and eat the Ears of Barley, and then the Word
fhould be zaxpud'es. For what could be more fweet

F 4 and



104 Letters writ by  Vol, VII.

and pleafant to an abftemious Man, than to fuftain his
Life with Fruits, Grains, Herbs, or Roots ? Ner
did the Maledi¢tion reach the Vegetables, but only
the Animal Generations, from which a perfe&® Man
abflains.

Certainly thofe, who out of an Averfion for Purity,
Prayer, and Fafting, turn themfelves from human
Bodies to Swine, and from religious Abftinence to
favage gormandizing on Flefh, feem to derive their
Pedigree from a Race of Devils: Efpecially fuch as
after the manner of Spiders, gathering Poifon from
the Flowers of Piety, blafpheme this {acred Virtue of
Abftinence, and call it by the infamous Name of Su-
perftition.

For if the Verneration we pay to Gop confiftin the
Xnowledge, Love, and Fear of his Divine Majefty,
with Adoration and Praife of his Eternal Attributes ;
it follows, that we ought to worfhip him with the
moft fervent Application of our Spirits. But this re-
ligious Ardor cannot fubfift in any Soul, whofe Body
is not mortified; nor can the Body be mortified with-
out Aufterity, which always is accompany’d with
rigorous Fafting and Abftinence from Fleth. Where-
fore if we afcend to Gop by the very fame Degrees
as we fall fram him, it follows, that Abitinence is
the firflt Step to Immortality and {upreme Happinefs.

I do not mean by Abftinence, that natural Averfion
which fome Men have for Fleth, who never durft to
tafle of any in their Lives, compelled to this by fome
occalt Antipathy in their Stomachs. For fuch a Ne-
ceflity cannot make a Virtue, it being common to
Men and Brutes ; there being many Animals, who
faft from all Provender certain Seafons of the Year,
and others that tafte not fome kinds of Food during
their Lives: So there are fome Men to whom Wine,
Flefh, Cheefe, Apples, Herbs, and other Things
are an Abomination from their Cradles. There have
been others, who, by a Preternatural Neceflity have
liv'd fome Days, Weeks, Months, and Years, with.
out either Meat or Drink. So Plaso records, That

. Herus
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Herus Pampbiliuslay ten whole Days among the Dead
Carcafes of Soldiers flain in Battel; and when he.
was taken up to be laid on the Funeral Pile, they,
perceived him to be alive. Laérees tells us, That
Pythagoras falted forty Days and forty Nights from:
Meat and Drink. From whom Apollnius Tyanaus
learned the Art of keeping almoft a perpetual Fait..
And thefe Modern Times afford us the Example
of a Spaniard whom they call Alcantare, who every
Moon ufed to faft for feven or eight Days together.,
So a famous German Maid was diligently obferved
and watched, whilit fhe pafs’d away full feven Years
Time without Meat, Drink, Sleep, or Excrements.
France alfo beafls another Virgin, who falted above
three Years together.

Such Abftinences as thefe are rot to be put to the
Account of Virtue, in regard they were not the
Effe&ts of human Choice, but the Decrees of Fate.
So would our Abftinence be depraved, if we fhould
only praflife it, as the old Gensiles did, who forborg
to kill or eat fome certain Beafts, becaufe they held
them confecrated to their Gods. As the Dog to
Diara, the Tyoer to Bacchus, the Horfe to Neptune,
the Wolf to Mars, the Eagle to Fupiter, the Peacock
to Funa, the Sivan to Apolle, the Dove to Fenus, the
Ow/ to Minerwa. Nor need we to abftain on the
Account of the Soul’s Tran{migration; for fo we
ought to forbear the Vegetable Produfls of the
Earth, as well as Animals, fince the Soul is indiffey
rent to all Bodies in its {eparate State.

But our Reafon in this Poin: ought to- take. its
Rife from the fandamertal Law of Nature, the Origir
nal Juftice of the World, which teaches us, Not 10 dp
that to ansther, avkich ave avould nct hawe anather do ta
ws.  Now f{ince 'tis evident, That no Man would wil.
lingly become the Food of Beails; therefore, by the:
fame Rule, he ought not to prey on them. Next tor
this Foundation of. our Abftinence, we ought to build.
our Aims at the Perfection of our Nature, which:
cannot be acquired but by Degrees: We. mull en.

s deavour
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deavour to abate the Aliment, of our Concupifcences,
by exhaling the fuperfluous and groffer Vapours of
our Blood in facred Fafts and Oraifons. Then we
fhould refrefh our fainting Body with Food affording
little Nourifhment and Pleafure : That fo our vain
Affetions, Appetites, and Lufts, may gradually die :
whilft the pure Mind revives, and being free from the
grofs Vapours arifing from too much, and too fatten-
ing Meats and Drinks, the Films which darken’d her
Sight fall off : and fhe can better now difcern the
naked Forms of Things by her own fimple Intuition,
than before fhe could through all borrow’d Spe&tacles
and other Opticks of Book-Philofophy : alfo fhe will
more eafily raifé herfelf to the Contemplation and
Science of Divine Eternal Things. He therefore that
in earneft will apply himfelf to the Study of accom-
plif’d San&ity, mult firft by Fafting exhaoft the
Marrow from his Bones, the Fatnefs from his Flefh,
the wild and rampant Spirits from his Nerves, and
then he muft purge the Words and A&ions of his
Life from Vice. When this is done, the Soul be-
cometh a pure Tabula Raja, and is fit for the Impref-
fions of celeftial Virtue.

Thofe who labour under acute Difeafes, run great
Hazard of their Lives, according to Hippacrates, unlefs
their Diet be accommodated with proportionate Re-
gard to the Quality and Time of the critical Fits or
Paroxyfms. But thofe who are entangled with Vice,
do labour under far more dangerous Diftempers,
than fuch as afli&t the Body. Wherefore the Prophet,
our Holy Lawgiver, like a wife Phyfician, appointed
certain Seafons of the Year for f{acred Abftinences,
Fagtings, Pilgrimages, Vigils, and other holy Exer-
cifes, efpecially the mighty Faft and Vigil of Rame-
zan, wherein tho® it be not forbid to eat of Fleth
after the Stars appear at Night, yet none but loofe
and indevout Believers take that Liberty ; whereas
the better Sort content themfelves with an afcetick
Diet. The Hebreavs fafted with unleavened Bread,
and a litde Salad : the Chriffians alfo tafte no Fleth

on
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on their prohibited Days: And fhall the Mufulmans
be greater Libertines than thefe Infidels ?

O Hebatolla! how radiant is the Luftre'of a Lamp
when fhining through a clean, and fine, defecate
Cryftal ! So does the Soul difplay the Rays of her
immortal Virtue round about, when fhe inhabits in
a well ‘parified, chafte, and almoft pervions Body.
Wherefore it is abfolutely neceflary for him to at-
tenuate his Body with perpetual Temperance and
Abftinence, who confecrates himfelf to Virtue and
Devotion. He will not be enfnared or catch’d by any
Baits of Luxury or Volaptuoufnefs ; nor yetaffright-
ed from his conflant, fober Courfe of Life, by any
Pain or thwarting Accident : No Frowns or Menaces
fhall divert him from his noble Purpofe: But he will
fo nourifh his Body all his Life, that it fhall never be
furfeited or over-fill’'d with Meats. And fuch is the
Magick of this facred Virtue, that it can never be
hurt, much lefs fubverted by all the Machinations of
evil Demons, or the malicious Attempts of Men.
But it proceeds from Strength to Strength, and fights
the Combat valiantly, till having overcome at laft, it
triumphs for ever, and receives the Palm, the Crown
and Chaplet of Divine Reward in Paradife.

Holy Prefident, pray that I may pralife what I
fo admire, and not be felf-condemned for living con-
trary to my Knowledge. For Gop neither loves a
double Tongue or Heart, neither delights he in
Feet or Hands that are f{wift and nimble to do
Mifchief. ’

Paris, 13th of the ath Mocn,
of the Tear 166q.

Fa- LETTER
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LETTER VIIL

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

OW the Chriffians are in a general Confternation
for Candy : 'The Pope has fent Letters to all the
Princes that are in his Communion, inviting and pref-
fing them to fuccour that diftreffed Ifland. Levies
are making every where; and the King of France,
who feeks all Otcafions of Glory, appears the moft
forward of any to aflit the Republick in this fatal
Jun&ure. The Duke of Beaufort, and Chevalier 42
Fendofme, are appointed to lead the Forces defign’d
for that Service. ~ They are gone to Toukn, in order
toembark. The Pope has fent the Duke of Beaufors
a Breve, declaring him General of the Troops Eccle-
fiaftick that are to ferve in Candy; and for his greater
Encouragement, he has fent him the Pontifical Stan-
dard. In‘the mean while there is a Triple League
concluded between the Emperor, the King of &pain,
the King-of Enzland, the King of Swedeland, and the
States of Holland. |
- There'is great Joy in Portugal for the Birth of the
Fifanta, who is call'd Elizabetha-Maria-Louifa. She
wvas born the 6t of the firft Moon; andon the 18th
the Emprefls of Germany was alfo delivered of a
Daughter. Thefe Weftern Queens are very pregnant ;
Not a Year pafles wisthout the Birth or Baptifm. of
fome Royal Infant,
This is all the News at prefent; but to obiige thee,
I will fay fomething of Iraly, which is efteem’d the
Garden of Europe.  Nay, Conflantine Paleokgus, Em-
peror of Greecz, was wont to fay, Unlefs 1 had been
efured by wery Loarned and Holy Men, that Paradife
apas feated in Ala, I fbauld have fworn that 1taly bad
. &cen the Place.) : .

-
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It is moft certain, Jraly is a deleftable Country
abounding in Riches and Pleafures. The Eye is not
fatisfied with feeing the infinite Variety of Beauties,
which grace this happy Region. Such is the lovely
Intermixture of Hills and Valleys, Groves and Plains,
Palaces and Gardens, that a Traveller is ravifh’d as
he pafles on the Road. But this is not all : She is
as rich as fair, No Country in the World can match
Iialy, for the Plenty and Variety of excellent Wines 5
only they are of no long Continuance. Above all
the reft, Travellers commend that Sort which they
call Lachryme Chrifii, or the Tears of Chrift, for its
delicious Tafte: which when a Dutchman once tafted,
he burlt forth into this Exclamation 5 O Clriff, awhy
didf} not thou aveep in my Country? At Papia there are
a Kind of Aromatick Grapes which leave a fragrant
Odour in the Mouth of him that eats them. It is
recorded of a certain Roman Lord, That when he
was in Prifon half dead with Melancholy, he drank
2 Glafs or two of this generous Wine, which fo re-
viv’d his Spirits, that inftead of defpairing, as he was
ready to do before, he wrote a Treatife, intitaled, De
Confolatione.

Befides, lah abounds in Cattle, Sheep, Fowls,
Mines, Rocks of Alabaiter, Marble, Porphyry, Coral,
Ophirs, Agats, Chalcedonis, Azures, and innumerable
other precious Stones. Hence it comes, that in this
Country are feen the moft Glorious and Magnificent
Temples of the Werld. . '

But this fo fair and wealthy a Spot of Ground is
inbabited by a very wicked Sort of People; they are
quite degenerated from the Virtues of their Anceftors..
They are a Bufe, Effeminate, Sly, Scdomitical Race
of Men, Covetous, Revengeful, and Inexorable. I
bave heard a Story of two [ralian Brothers that were
walking one Night in the Fields, it being a very
ferene Sky ; when one of them looking ftedfaiily on
the Heavens, with'd, be bad as many Oxen as there avere
Stars. The other wifW'd, be had a Field as large as the-
Firmament. 17hat wod'd you dy avith it 2 faid the firtk,

Le2
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Let your Oxen graze there, reply’d he. But as they
proceeded in this Kind of foolifh, loofe Difcourfe,
they kindled each other’s Anger; and at length, fall-
ing from Words to Blows, kill’d one another on the
Spot. Behold the Confequence of their covetous De-
fires! ‘I'hey are extremely addited to Revenge, and
are as dextrous at poifoning as the Jadian Princes. A
certain French Author gives us a very compendious
Account of the Benefits a Stranger gets by travelling
into Jtak, in thefe Words ; W go into Italy, fays he,
avith incredible Charges, onk to purchafe the mere
Shadow of Ciwvility, and ave bring back from thence the
avhole Syfiem of Vices. The Milanefe teach us how to
cheat. From the Penctians we learn Hypocrify.
Rome transforms us into perfeét Atheifts and Liber-
tines. Naples turns us to Satyrs. Florenceinftruéts us
in the artificial Methods of poifoning. There is not
one City, which does not tin&ture us with fome
fpecifick ill Qualities, -

Sage Hamet, in all my Letters tothee, I ftudioufly
infert fome Remarks on thefe Weftern Nations, that
fo I may gratify thy Wifhes. Pardon the Want of
Order ; for I write Things as they prefent themfelves
to my Memory. Accept all in good Part from
Mebmat, who obeys thy Commands chearfully, and
honours thee without Flattery.

- Paris, 1215 of the §th Moo,
of the Year 1669,

653D
N

LETTER



Vol. VII. a4 Spy at Par1s. 111

LETTER IX. '

70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

HOU may’ft regifter in the Archives of the Sa-

cred Empire, That Dor Fobn of Aufiria is made
perpetual Governor of the Low-Countries under the
Spanifp King’s Obedience. He is allo Viceroy, and
Vicar-General of Arrazon, Catalinia, and VPalentia.
But it is fit for thee to know alfo, That this is fo far
from being efteem’d by that Prince a Happinefs,
that he counts it his greatet Misfortune, in regard
’tis no better than an honourable and irrevocable
Banithment from the Court of Sgain; where his
Royal Blood and Merits are out-mafter’'d by the
Genius of a certain Prieft, whom they call Father
Nitard. ‘This Man is very ambitious, always aiming
at high Matters ; yet admir’d by no body for his
Learning, Beauty, or any other good Qualities.
Only the Queen of Spain is pleas’d to make him her
Favourite.

He cou’d ne’er buckle to the Humour of Don Fobn;
and hence arofe a fecret Envy between 'em, which
afterwards burft forth into open Animofities, Feuds,
and Quarrels : So that at the laft the Favanrite got the
Day, and Dom Fobn was forc’d to quit the Field.

Itis impoflible to trace the Sovereigns of the Earth
in the Footiteps of their Royal Conduét ; or elfe one
would of courfe conclude, That fo greata Prince as
this, of the fame Lineage as the Queen herfelf, fhould
have eafily eclips’d-the borrow’d Luftre of an upflart
Minion. But Monarchs have fpecifick Reafons to
themfelves, which others cannot penetrate.

Perhaps this cunning Prieft ufed a Trick like that
of a Soldier in the Army of Alexander the Great :
Who being of an ambitious Spirit, and covctix;xgmlio

e
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make fome greater Figure than that of a private
Centinel, confider’d #exander’s Hemour, and how to
hit it. He knew, -that his Hergick Mafter took de-
light in any Thing that was bold and brave. But
how to comé into his Prefence, he was ignorant.
At length, he pitch’d upon this Method. Ore Day,
as Alexander was debauching with bis beloved Par-
menio, Hephsfiion, Lyfimachus, and other Officers ;
this Fellow (whofe Name was Chras) put himfelf
into @ Mimick Drefs of War, counterfeiting himfelf
mad, and dancing the Pyrrbick Meafures, with
his brandifh’d Sword, kill’d five new-lifted Soldiers
lately come from Colchis. The Guards foon feiz’d
upon him ; and" it being a Tragical Novelty, the
News was carried to the King ; who caus’d the Fel-
low to be brought before him. And examining him
én the Point, Chtus anfiver'd, ¢¢ Great King, thofe
¢ Five Men, whom I have kill’d, had conlpir'd to
¢ take away thy Life this Day, being hir'd thereto
¢ by the-King of Colchis, and therefore fent into
¢ the Army. ‘Their Tent being next to mine, I
¢ had an accidental Opportunity laft Night of over-
hearing their Difcourfe, when they were plotting
¢ together the Time, the Place, and MNanner cf
*“ thy Death. I kept a Watch upon them, and
obferv’d their Motions from that Moment. For,
though I knew the Hour appointed by them for
¢ this execrable Regicide, yet I was follicitous left
fome ill Fate fhould prompt the Ruflians to ante-
¢ date their own Refolves, and haflen a Nlurder,
whofe Delay might elfe difcover their Defigrs, or
at leaft prevent 'em.  Therefore I took this mad
Difguife, to execute the fobereft and moft imiportant
¢ Purpofe that €’er I fram’d in all my Days ; which
© *¢ was at once to fave the Life of the World’s Cou-
¢¢ queror, and get myfelf Immortal Honour by the
“ happy Deed.” ,
After profound Deliberation of the drunken Ca-
biret-Council, Alexander approved the Fa&, and
erder’d Publick Honours to be done to his Deliverer.
T According,

’
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According to the Macedsnian Cuftom, he vefted him
with purple Robes, and gave him a Chain of Gold,
admitting him to the Jatter End o’ th’ Banquet, and
afterwards efteeming him above his moft familiar
Friends. °Till fuch another Debauch as this, bat
more unfortunate to Chrus, at once depriv’d him of
the King’s Favour and his own Life: So inconftant is
the State of Human Greatnefs.

Sage Haumet, the Favour of Princes is like a Reed
of Egypt, which either tranfpierces him that leans
upon it ; or flinches from the Burden, and fo gives
him a Fall, which moft times plunges him o’er Head
and Ears in the choaking Mire of popular Hatred.

Gop grant thou may’lt never be crufhed to Death
from akbove, by the Weight of the Sultan’s Difplea-
fure, or undermined from beneath, and {wallow’d up
in an Earthquake rais’d by the Multitude.

Paris, 18th of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 166g.

LETTER X

7o Hebatolla, Mir Argu.n, Superior of
- the Convent of Dervifes az Cogni 1z
Natolia.

THOU wilt not be difpleafed to hear of a mighty
King, that laying afide his Diadem and Sceptre,
and abandoning the Height of human Glory, has con-
fecrated himfelf to a private religious Life, vowing
perpetual Poverty, Chattity, and Obedience.

Yet this is true of Fobn Cafimir, late King of Po-
Jand, who'from a fovereign Monarch is become an
humble Subje&, and having forfaken the Pleafures

and



114 Letters writ by Vol. VI

and Magnificences of his Royal Palace, voluntarily
confines himfelf to the narrow Circumftances and
Aufterities of a monaftick Life.

He chofe France for the Place of his Retreat from
his own Kingdom ; and the Abbey of S¢ Germains near
Paris as his San&tuary from 21l worldly Affairs. He
was magnificently ‘received and entertained in every
City through which he pafs’d. Ard on the 4th of
the 11th Moon, he made his firft Entry into the
Mofque or Church of the Convent, where he made
his Vows in Quality of Abbot, or Superior of that
Houfe : For which they folemnly fung their 7z
Dexm, or a Song of Praife to Gop. And the Court
of France {eems to be proud of the Honour this
Prirce has done it, in retiring hither, and making it
the Theatre of fuch pious Refolves, the laft Stage of
his Pilgrimage on Earth, where he will bid adien
to the vain Pageantries of Honour, Wealth, and
Empire’; and having fhaken off the glittering Burden
of a Crown, with all the -other Clogs of elevated
Mortality, he will the eafier climb to Paradife.
~ Abftra&ling from the particular Superftitions of the
Nazarenes, 1 cannot but commend the fage Under-
taking of King Cafimir ; who in this feems to outgo
the noify oftentous Altion of Adrian, one of the
Roman Emperors : For he only once celebrated in
“oatward Pomp his own Funeral, by Way of Type
or Figure; making a {plendid Cavalcade, before
which his Coffin was carried in a Kind ‘of Mock-
Triumph : As if, after all his Viftories, at laft he
had led Death himfelf Captive. Whereas this hin-
der’d not, bat that he returned again to the Vanities
which in this publick Emblem he feem’d to defpife ;
and from a Dramatick Conqueror, he became a real
Slave. His perfonated Mortification in the Streets
ended in his ordinary Paflions at home : And he had
a ftrongei Inclination to the Bed of Voluptuoufnefs
at Night, than he feemed to have by Day to his
Grave.

But
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But this Heroick King of the Po/s is really gone
into his Sepulchre. [For no better is 2 Monaftery
in my Opinion.] He has tranflated the Seat and
Throne of his Kingdom to 2 Tomb ; not for Three
or Four Hours, to make a Shew, but there really
to lead a dying Life, or living Death; and reign
in funeral Majefty all the reft of ‘his Days. For to
be thus Reclufe from the World, is to be buried
alive.

O Venerable and Benign Derwife, pardon the fa-
vourable Opinion I have of this Chriffiar Monarch.
I do not patronize his Errors in applauding his Vir-
tue. Befides, it is the general Faith of AMuffulmans,
That, let a Man be a Céhriffian, a Few, or Pagan,
provided he lives up to the beft Light he has, he fhall
be faved. And the holy Prophet himfelf gave us
Encouragement to believe fo.

Thou wilt as leaft conclude this King to be more
pious and worthy of Praife, than one of his Prede-
ceffors, who ufurp'd the Po/ifb Crown. This was Ula-
diflaus V; who having enter'd into a folemn League
with one of our former Sultans living in his Time,
and taken an Qath thereupon, giving alfo the Eucha-
riff (or that which they efteem the Body of Chriff)
in Hoftage ; yet foon after broke the Articles that he
had fign'd and fworn to, and for the Performance of
which he had pawn'd his Gop.

This fo provok’d the Grand Signior, that he had
recourfe to his Arms for Juftice, and invaded Poland
with a mighty Force. To repel which, Uladiflaus
alfo levied an Army, and met him in the Field. But
juft as they were going to give Battle, the Sultan took
out of his Bofom the pawn'd Eucharif?, with the Ca-
pitulations, agreed upon, and fworn to between them.
Then holding the #afer in one Hand, and the Artickes
in the other, he cried out, in the Hearing of both
Armies; ¢ O thou Crucified Gop of the Chrifiians,
¢ behold thy perfidious Adorers, who have given
‘¢ thee to me as a Pledge of their Faith and Truth in
*“ what they have fworn; yet in a moft impious

¢ Manner
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¢ Manner they have violated their Qath. If thou
* art a Gop, chaftife them now by my Means, for
“¢ their abominable Perjury, and Prephanation of thy
¢¢ Name.” His Prayer was heard of Heaven: For
the vi€torious Ofmans gave a total Overthrow to the
Infidels: and that blafphémous Prince was himfelf
kill'd in the Battel.

Whatever various Forms of Religion there be in
the World; we know there is but One True God,
Creator of Heaven and Earth, Confervator and Gover-
nor of Men. He connives at the invincible Ignorances.
Frailties, and Infirmities of our Mortal Race. He
accepts the good Works and fincere Vows of Pagans
and the Uncircumcifed, as well as thofe of the True
Believers, and Followers of the Prophet. But he
abhors and punithes all Injuftice, Perjury, Treafon,
beth in One and the Other. For he has no partial
Regards for this Nation or Perfon, more than that.
They are all cqually the Works of his Hands; and
his Care is alike over all.

The Sun runs from the Eaft to the Weft: In his
daily Circuit he illuminates and warms this Hemi-
fphere ; and by Night our Antipades enjoy his Favours
and welcome Influences. At one time of the Year
he comforts the North, at another he revives the South.
There is no Part of the Globe, which in due Seafon
does not rejoice in his all-chearing Beams.

The Moon never flacks or deviates from her wonted
Courfe ; but from the Crefcent to the Wane, obferves
the Laws of him that made her. She is exaét in
timing the Flux and Reflux of the Sea : And fhe guides
the wandring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitants
of the Ar&ickand Antardick Circles wait for her Light,
when the Sun abfents himfelf for half the Year. As
foon as they fee- the Chariot of Diaza appear on the
Road of their Heaven, every Man claps his Hands for
Joy. They roufe from their domeftick Dulnefs and
Melancholy ; they come out of their Dens and Caves.
With Dances and Songs they welcome the Approach
of the beautiful Goddefs, knowing that fhe xs{butg
- » econ!

- ~
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fecond Remove from the Eternal Lizht ;5 the Mirror
of the Sun, in which that glorious Planet may fee
his Face; in whofe, by Reflexion, we fee the Face
of Gon.

So do the Stars keep on their various Traverfes
through the Heavens. Each Conftellation faithfully
maintaining its Poft; each Planet purfuing its Road.
Whilft all together, at fo vaft a Diftance, appear a
flying Camp, never fetting up their bright Pavilions
but by Night, and in the Morning taking them
down again. This may be called the Army of Hea-
ven, the Hoft of Gop, embattel’d in the Firmament,
to guard his Friends on Earth, and to chaftife his
Enemies.

To defcend lower yet into our Sublunary Elements ;
we find the Rain, Hail, Snow, Winds, Thunder,
Lightning, and otherMeteors, are impartially fcatter’d
up and down. the Climates of the Earth; I do not
mean by Chance, but by the Univerfal Providence
which governs all Things, As the Alkoran exprefles
it : ¢ 'Tis he dire@s the Seminal and Prolifick
<« Showers to Barren and Defart Places: Doubtlefs
¢¢ this is a Sign of his Divine Unity.

In fine all Provinces and Corners of the Earth
bring forth their proper Fruits in Seafon. And the
Negroes of Afiick and Awmerica, though grofs Idola-
ters, and fome of them worfhipping Infernal De-
mons, yet enjoy Gop’s Blefings, and live as plentiful.
ly, with as much Content and Joy, as we that adore
his Eternal Unity.

Every Nation takes up their Religion on the Credit
of their Priefts ;. and fo long as they cbferve the Na-
tural and Moral Law imprinted in their Hearts, the
indulgent Judge and Father of Men will difpenfe
with thofe that err, in Obedience to the Pofitive
Laws of their Nation: For Sedition is like Magick,
odious to God and Man, and equally liable to Uni-
verfal Punithment. ‘

Once more, O pious Father of the Dervifes, I beg
of thee to pardon the Freedom I take, in difcourfing

of
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of Religious Matters in thy Prefence, who arta Light
to the Blind, a Guide to thofe that err ; a2 Refolver
of Doubts, an Arbitrator of difficult Queftions ; the
only Oracle of thy Province.

I endeavour not to inform thee, but to difentangle
myfelf from Error; and teftify, that tho' I honour
Gop and his Prophet, yet I think there is no need of
a Falfhood to defend the Truth.

Paris, 7tb of the 2d Moan,
of the Year 1670.

LETTER XIL
7o Ufeph, Baffa.

DEATH has of late celebrated a triple Trinmph in
the Court of France ; having led away Captives
to the invifible World, the Cardinal Duke of Pendofine,
a Duchefs of the fame Title, and Henrietta Maria,
late Queen of Great Britain, being the Reli& of
King Charles I, and youngeft Daughter to Henry IV
of France.

Thou may’ft alfo report to the Divan, that Cafimir,
late King of Poland, is now at this Court; having left
Poland, as foon as he faw Prince Wiefuowifti elefted
his Succeffor. 'The Dukes of Lorrainand Newvburgh
had feverally laid claim to that Crown, and levy'd
Armies apart, in order to make good their Pretenfi-
ons. But the Polanders being aware of it, were re-
{olv'd not to bring themfelves under the Jurildittion
of any Foreigner, fo long as there was a Prince of
their own Nation capable of the Dignity 5 and one
who being the Son of King Cafirmir, feems to have
the beft Title to his Father's Throne, whofe Virtues
he inherits.

Here
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Here is alfo:arriv’d the Prince of Tuftany, who
has travell’d through all Eurgpe, and takes France as
the laft Kingdom in his Return Homewards: Pro-
tefting he does this in good Manners, as preferring
France to all the Nations in Chriffeudom. Indeed, he
could do no lefs, in good Manners, than make this
Apology, which yet founds very flat to a Court fo
refined as this 5 which might have expeQed his firft
Vifit, as a Token of his Regard ; fince, tho’ in Do-
meftick Proceflions, Entries, and Cavalcades, thofe
of higheft Dignity take the laft Place ; yet in foreign
Embaffies and’ Voyages, it is ufual for Princes to ad-
drefs to thofe firft, for whom they have the greateft
Efteem.

The Politicians here keep very fecret the News
that comes from Candy, which makes all Men con-
clude, ’tis none of the moft profperous. ’Tis gene-
rdlly reported for a Truth, That Admiral Beaufort is
either kill'd or taken Prifoner by the Ottomans; and
that the French have loft near Two Thoufand Men in
this Undertaking.

I wonder why the Painters always defcribe Death
in the Form of a naked Skeleton, a ftarv’d Syftem of
dry Bones. Whereas one would think, he ought to
be pourtray’d as a Monfter, a Miracle of Fatnefs ;
fince he is the greateft Glutton in the World, hourly
gormandizing on all Manner of Flefh, and is the very
Original, Univerfal Cannibal of Nature, who from
the Beginning of the World has feafted himfelf with
huaman Bodies. But perhaps he has a bad Digeftion,
and none of all his raw and bloody Diet will afford
Nutriment enough to form fo much as a poor Skin to
cover his Nakednefs ; And therefore 'tis he is always
drawn in this lean Figure.

Courteous Bajfa, {uffer me from this vain Jelt to
fall into a ferious RefleCtion on our Mortality, and
the frail Stat¢ of Human Race.

Man is but a feetid Vapour, firft exhaled from the
Earth, and afterwards advancing, is condens’d to a

Cloud, that fo his Filthinefs may be concealed under
the
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the Covert of a Skin, there in Secret to éngender a
Thoufand Meteors of fiery Paffions, Lufts, Concu-
pifcences, and extravagant Thoughts: Which in time
burft forth, and trouble all the World: Yet end at
laft in empty Smoak, Rain, Hail, or Wind, and are
extiné almoft as foon as they were form’d. '

The Elements of which we are compounded, may
ferve as Mirrors to reprefent the conftant Mutability
of our Nature. So’the devouring Fire, when all its
Fuel is fpent, decays and dies. Earth, Air, and
Water, all are fubje¢t to Corruption, and from
thence our Generation takesits Rife: Likewife thither
we return again. This is the Eternal Circle of Na.
tural Produéts. The Trees, the Flowers, with all the
Vegetable Race ; the Birds, Beafts, and Fifhes, with
every Species of Animals, are {o many Remembran-
cers of our Mortality. Which Way foe’er we turn
our Eyes, they are prefented with frefh Images of
Human Weaknefs ; and the very Breath which does
prolong our Life, helps equally to fhorten it, fince
every Refpiration carries away fome Portion of our
Subftance. Our finer Particles gradually vanifh into
Smozk and Air, whilt the more grofs Remainder
fcums off in noifome Excrements: And if there ap-
pear a Shew of any Thing folid in us at our Death,
*tis foor reduc’d to Afhes, Dirt, or Worms.' Our
Bodies, of which we make fo great Account whilit
living, are loft in the Abyfs of Univerfal *Matter
{con after Death.

What were the greateft Prince the happier, tho’
he poflefs’d the whole Circumfcrence of this Globe ?
*Tis but a mighty Heap of Dirt or Dung, perpetually
exhaling or crumbling away : "Tis one of the Difhes
which compofc the DBanquet of all-devouring Time.
And whilft the infulting Monarchs of the Earth
trample on it in Difdain, f{preading their Armies far
and wide, and boafting that their Empires have no
Bounds ; each does but haften to be {hut up himfelf
within a little, obfcure, ard putrid Hele, not much
-furpaflirg the Limits of a Mole-hill,

. . Great
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Great Baffa, Let not the Honours and Dignities
thou pofletfet, make thee forget the Mileries to
which thou art liable each Hour : But, remember
thou art a Man.

Paris, the 6th of the 11t Maon,
of the Year 1669.

LETTER XIIL
To the Kaimacham.

ERE is arrivid a Mutz faraca, cali’d Sohyman

Ifmael, with Exprefles from the Grand Siguior.
*Twas no fmall Refrethment to fece his publick En-
try, which appear'd likea little Epitome of the Au/jul-
snan Grandeur and Magnificence. The young Rabble
were as curious to be Speftators of the Eaftern Ca-
valcade, as the Romans were fond of beholding the
Secular Plays, which were exlhibited but oace in
an Age. Nay, People of all Ranks, Ages, and
Qualities, fill'd the Streets, the Windows, and Bat-
tlements of their Houfes: Some, becaufe they never
faw fuch a Sight before ; others, defpairing that they
fhould live long enough to be Witnefles of fuch an-
other.

Yet with all their Ceriofity, none but the Minifters
of State are able to dive into the leaft Secret of his
Infiructions.  Thefe willingly “communicate the
Titles which that great Arbiter of the Earth gives
the Freach King. Tbat fo not only his Subjells, but
neighbouring Naticns may conceive the profounder
Veneration for him, without peactrating the Mea-
fures he takes. This is an Artifice common to all
States, to turn the belt Side outermoft ; only the
Hollanders excepted, who in the Days of their Revolt
from the King of Spain, co:ld not fo much as puta

G good
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good Face upon a bad Matter : But were forc’'d to
expofe their Poverty and Nakednefs, as well as fuffer
under it; addrefling themfelves to Elizabeth, then
Queen of England, in the Charalter of The Poor
Difireffed States of Holland, and fo begging her Af-
fiftance. .

However, Sofman has faithfully imparted to me
his Affairs, as I have 1eafon to believe. He is too well
born and bred, poflefles more Reafon and Wit, than
to amufe the O/d Man in the Caffock. (lo they call me
here in the Streets, who know me not by any other
Charalter ; fo. private is Mabmut in Paris, at this
Hour, notwithftanding all his publick Suﬁ’e}ings.)

. I efteem Ifmael as one fit to reprefent the Grand

Signior's Perfon, among better People than Infidels :
Yet, I tell thee, the French are the moft refin’d of all
the Weftern Giafers.

Ifinizel underftands the Force of the Civil Laws,
‘which he learn’d from Fafinian’'s Code, and other
Bocks. For he is perfet in Greek and Latin, and
has beftow’d fome Years in reading their Books, both
Prints and Manufcripts.

He makes a very perfonable Figure, being tall,
full-body’d, well.thap’d, and not of an ugly Face,
which is enongh to be faid of a Man defign'd for
Bufinefs, and not only for Love. He is never in
danger of falling under Cats’s Cenfure, who feeing
two Ambafladors fent from Reme to a foreign State,
one of which had his Head fo little, that it could
hardly be diftinguifhed from that of an Owl ; and the
other fuch a Cripple, that he could not walk without
Stilts; cry’d out, Here's an Embafly awhich bas neither
Head 7or Tail.

And then, our Muta-faraca is rich: He fupports
the Charges of his Commiflion with extraordinary
Munificence. His Houfe is already become the Sanc-
tuary of all the diftrefs’d Lewantines, whether Greeks,
Armenians, or Followers of the Prophet : And he {peaks
French as readily as a Native. Yet he diflembles his
Expertnefs in that Language, to keep up the Stat&:

an
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and Refervednefs of the Ottoman Empire,” which dif-
dains to condefcend to any other Speech than Turkifb
or Arabick. Befides, he has the Advantage, by thus
artificially fhutting his Ears, that he can at one
Time both Hear and be Deaf ; Underftand and be
Ignorant of whatfoever is faid by the Spies of the
French King. And this is no fmall Gift in a Man
- of his Charalter and Truft: For he had need of an
Angel, or a Devil at his Elbow, that thinks to over-
reach this Court. .

Above all, I believe our Sohman will never be guilty
of the Error committed by the Ambafladors fent from
Tenedos to one of the Roman Emperors : I'm fure he
is not yet. For thofe Gentlemen had feen the Death
of the Emperer’s Sor, Eleven Moons, and Fourtcen
Days, as the Story {ays, “before they knew ’twas their
Duty to make an Addrefs of Condolance: Or, at
leaft, before they call’d it to mind; for they were
drown'd in the Roman Luxury. So that, when they
came to perform that Devoir, the Emperor could not
forbear to fcoff at them in thefe Terms: J much la-
ment, {aid he, the Fate of the Renowned He&or, your
Courtryman and Champion, awhom Achilles the Grecian
kill'd above a theufand Years ago.

I {peak this in a particular Regard to Selyman’s De-
portment here. For, when he firlt came to this
Court, he found them all in Mourning for the Death
of the King’s Aunt, the late Queen of England, and
of other High Perfonages, (particularly thofe that
were flain in the late A&ion at Candia) whereof L
have already given an Account to the Sublime Porte
in anothe. Lecter.  Without Infiru&ions, he very de-
murely accofted the King, and told him, ¢ There
‘¢ could be no Dunalma in the Ottoman Bmpire, for
¢ the late Succefs at Candia, fo long as the French
¢« Court were Mourners,”

This was a fenfible Touch to thofe that under-
flood it ; and from that Moment, the Grandees and
Minifters of State have made a Difizrence in their
Entertainment of this ingeniaus Muta-feraca, and

G2 that
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that which they ufed to give the Chiaufes formerly
fent from the Porse.

I can aflure thee, he is, at the fame Time, very
blunt and very elegant in his Difcourfe. There’s
Fire in every Word he utters, to warm and refrefh,
if they take it at a due Diftance, but if they ap-
proach too near, he {corches their Spirits, and puts
them into a Choler they dare not fhew. They con-
fume inwardly in their own Defpight: Yet cannot
help themfelves.

Doubtlefs, the King of France is the greateft Mo-
narch, the moft powerful and vi&orious Prince in
Chriftendom, the only invincible Emperor of the
Weftern Franks. Yet he veils to our Majeftick Sove-
reign, Lord of the whole Earth. And our Eunuch
will not part with a Tittle of his Mafter's Honour,
or give any Advantage by an Eafinefs worthy of
Blame, in a Cafe that may be turn'd to a Precedent.
He is very happy in his Repartees, as thou wilt
perceive by the Anfiver he gave to a French Lord
yefterday, when he afk’d him, Whether he thought
1t not a Violation of the Civil Law, for Ambafladors
to be imprifoned, as they often are at the Ottoman
Porte? No, (fays Sohman) it is not, awhere the Arm-
baffador is guilty of Treafon, or Crimen lefe Majeftatis.
But, if it avere, you Frenchmen bawve the leaft Reafon
fo accufeusof its fince ave firfl learn’d this Maxim from
the Backfide of your Salique Law, avhere it is endors'd.
And then he produced twenty feveral Inftances of this
Kind in the Court of France.

In a word, Sohman has hitherto acquitted himfelf
with marvellous Succels in every Thing; tho’ the
French Grandees often fet upon him, to try what
Mertal he is made of ; having generally a mean Opi-
nion of Mufulmans, becaufe Learning is fo little
countenanc’d among us.

‘I have no Matter of News to acquaint thee with,
fave that a violent Plague broke foith not long ago at
Soiffons 3 and a terrible Earthquake in Sicid, frighted
the Inhabitants of Catanea, and the adjacent Tt;wns

rom
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from their Habitations ; after one whole Village had
been fwallowed up. .3

Thofe who were curious to pry into the Caufe o
thefe particular Convulfions, and that affrightin
Overthrow, perceiv’d, after diligent Search, that 1t
proceeded from a new Eruption, or Breach in Mount.
Gibel, about two Miles from Catanea: Where the
horrid Chafm vomited forth Floods of Fire, with
flaming Stones ; which being carried violently thro®
the Air, for the Space of near a League round about,
at laft fell down in_flaming Showers or Cataradls,
producing fad and calamitous Effects in the neigh-
bouring Country.

Serene Minifter, it is evident, that the Judgments
of Gop are upon thefe *Infidels : Yet, they will not
be converted from their Errors and. Vices. They
have felt the fame Tempeft of Fire which over-
whelmed the Nine Cities of the Lake Afphaltites :
Yet, they remain infenfible and obdurate: Surely,
they will be exterminated from the Earth,

Paris, 4th of the 12th Moon,
of the Year 1669.

The EN D of the Second Book. -
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A SPY at Parus,
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BOOK I .

LETTER L

9o Mehemet, az Exil’d Eunuch, af
Alcair 22 Egypt.

1 . .
BEECERNEE no longer melancholy, my Friend,
W& nor fink under the Burthen of thy
“‘% Misfortunes. Give not thy Enemies

an Occafion of double Triamph, in

g 3’4 that they have driven thee from thy
SESTREORS felf, as well as from the Grand Signior’s
happy Prefence. Thou haft Money and Jewels enough
left to purchafe thee a competent Felicity any where.
Or, at leaft, thou haft Virtue, which renders every
Place a Paradife. Affociate thyfelf with the other
Exiles i that City, Vi&ims to a Royal Caprice ;
fuffer'd with all their immenfe Riches, to make a
pompouys and magnificent Entry into that Metropolis

of Egjypt ; but foon after fripp’d of all their Wealth,
I < and
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and facrificed to the Court-Avarice. So were the
confecrated Bulls of old, drefs’d up in ftately Equi-
page, their Horns and Hoofs all gilded over with
Gold, adorn’d with Ribbons of coftly Silk, their Bo-
dies cover’d over with Mantles of Brocade and Tiflue,
embroider'd with Pearls and precious Stones, and
trailing on the Pavements of Apolie’s Temple ; whilft
the Pricfts ftood ready at the Altar to difpatch whole
Hecatombs of thefe gay Sacrifices.

Your Cafe is not {o bad at Caire, in that your
Lives are fpar'd, and you at Liberty to carve new
Fortanes to yourfelves, where-c’er you pleafe. You
ought to aid and counfel one another in your Misfor-
tunes. It is a Comfort to the Miferable, to have
Companions in their fad Eftate.. Infinuate thyfelf
into the Bafa’s Favour. He may do fomething to
alleviate thy Grief. He'll meafure thy Circumftances
by his own ; confidering that he has but three Years
to enjoy his prefent Wealth and Grandeur. ¢

Go to the banifh’d Muf2:, if he be living at Caire 5
defire his Spiritual Advice: Perhaps thou may’ft res
ceive into the Bargain fome temporal Advantage
from it. He has a greater Influence on fome of the
Egyptian Beys, than the Grand Siznior has himfelf :
You are all alike embark’d in one Aflition, whofe
Effence does confift in being degraded from your
former Honours, (though in different Degrees) and
being feparated from your Friends, that bafk in
the immediate Luftre of Imperial Dignity. It is
your Bufinefs therefore now, to find out fome new
Source of Happinefs : To -make new Friends,
fince you have loft the old 5 or, at leaft, to prop up
one another by a mutual Friendfhip, not to be
broke or diffipated, but by a Deftiny equal to the
former. And then you have no more to do, but
profecute your feveral Interefls, and be refign’d to
Fate, .

As for thee, I am particularly follicitous ; being
engag’d together from our Youth, by a reciprocal,
Participation of good Offices, which was the Effect

G4 of
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of a deep-rooted and ftrong Sympathy. The Agree-
ablenefs of Humour united firft our Souls, and taught
us the myfterious Leflons of Platonick Love. We
faw each other, and were ftraight infpir'd with facred
Inclinations. My Eye no fooner fix’d on thine, but
through that Perfpetive, I could fee the inward
Virtue of thy Soul, which immediately produced a
Ventilation in my Breaft : And I foon found our
Hearts bore Time to one another. This generous
Paflion afterwards increafed as we grew up ; and what
it loft of its firft Violence, it gain’d by acquiring a
more lafting Strength, more durable Integrity, and
conftant Faithfulnefs. Our Joys and Griefs were
ftill the fame. No profperous or adverfe Fortune
could ever change our Minds, to warp us either to
Flattery or Contempt: But with an even Mind we
ftill fuftain’d the different Accidents of human Life,
and propp’d up oneanother with a right AffeQion ;
*till *twas the Will of Fate to feparate us, I being
made a Slave in Sicily, whilft thou enjoyeft the Smiles
and Favours of thy Infant-Fortune, which introduced
thee firft to’'the Serail. Afterwards, I gain’d my
Freedom, and return’d to the Imperial City, and to
the Palace of the Sultan. But was not fuffer'd long
to enjoy that Happinefs, being appointed for this
hazardous Poft in Paris.

I tell thee, Mebemet, T reckon my Cafe far worfe
than thine, in that I am forced to take my conftant
Refidence up amongft thefe Infidels. Could my pro-
pitious Stars encourage me but with the fmalleft Hopes
to change my prefent Courfe of Life, I'd ne’er repine
at what was paft, but pleafe myfelf with flattering
Profpets of fome future and unknown Felicity. Bat
to be irrevocably chain’d down to the Oar, withouta
Glimpfe of any Sign that I fhall ever be reliev'd, is
worfe than Death-itfelf.

Whereas, on the other Side, thou art difpos’d of
in the "happieft Region of the Earth ; Egypt, the
Mother of Sciences, the Midwife of Celeftial Secrets,
the Nurfe of Sages, Saints, and Prophets; the Gra-

- nary
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nary of the Mufulman Empire ; and the Refuge of
Diftrefled Mortals. Oh! Mebemet, prize the vaft
Advantage thou haft of me, and “others of thy Fel-
low-Slaves. Improve thy Privilege and Opportunity
of ranging where thou lit. Go, vifit all the Anti-
quities of Egyps, and trace her Borders to the Weft
and South. If this will not divert thy Melancholy,
go farther yet, and fearch the mighty Catara@ls of
the Nile, which deafen Mortals with their Fall. Go
view the Mountains of the Moon in £thiopia: Or,
fee the Defolation of the fmoaky Vale, and of the
Cities, whofe Inhabitants were in a Minute meta-
morphos'd into the Stones, as a Memorial of eternal
Vengeance againft crying Sins.

But, after all, my Mebemet, depart not from thy
Reafon, Loyalty, and Faith. For thefe are Armour-
Proof againft the Affaults of Chance and Defliny,
of Men and Devils, of Earth and Hell. And when
thy Travels are finithed here on Earth, thofe Virtues
will not fail to carry thee to Heaven.

Paris, 5th of the 4¢h Moon,
of the Year 1670.

"LETTER IL
To the f;zm‘e.

Canneot forbear giving thee the Trouble of another
Letter by this Poft, that I may yet more encourage
thee to a virtuous Refignation to the Will of Fate,
which thou knoweft is inexorable.
There is an eternal Law fix’d in the Univerfe,
which admits of no Repeal. No Prayers or Tears
of paffionate Mortals; no Vows, Alms, Pilgrimages,

or any other fupercrogating: Works, can move the
G Deftinies.
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Deftinies. They are'more inflexible than the Judges
of the old Athenian Arespagus. And the unchangeable-
Edi&ts of the Median Empire might fooner be reverfed,
than the Decrees of Fate.

If thou couldft make Corbax with an hundred thou-
find Sheep, and feed the Poor of all the Eaft, ac-
cording to the Mufulman Prallice; or facrifice as
many Bulls after the Fathion of the antient Gentiles ;.
cauldt’ thou "monopolize all the Aromaticks -of the’
Orient, to ‘compound the moft exalted Incenfe; and
make a Pyramid "of odoriferous Smoke afcend high
as the Shadow of the Earth at Midnight, whereby the
Heaven of Heavens fhould be all perfum’d, and
every . fleeping Deity fhould be awaken'd by the
fragrant Smell ; couldft thou bribe the Choirs above,
to tune the Spheres anew, and raife the fieeteft
Harmony that ever reach’d the Eternal Senfe ; yet
all would not ‘prevail to alter the Refolves of Hea-
ven, or re-inftate thee in thy former Honour. No !
my Mebemet, thou art loft for ever at the Serail :
The Face of Things is chang’d, fince thou haft
been in Egype. Thy Friends are all difperfed abroad
in the World, "or dead ; which 1is but another
Kind of Separation. ‘There are no Hopes now left
thee, "of cver returning again to “that proud City,
which inherits the Charaéter of ancient Rome, The
Lady of the Earth. 1 with the Roman Leuxury be not
alike entail'd.

Rouze up, my Friend, and look not on thy State,
through the deceitful Opticks of thy Paffion ; but let
Reafon light the Profpet. Thou wert before a Slave ;
now thou art free and Mafter of thyfelf. However,.
to rid thee of the very Idea, or fancy’d Mifery, I
counfel thee once again, to travel.

Go, make the fpeedieft Retreat thou canft out of
the Limits of the Ottorzan Empire, that thou may’ft
forget thy Cares and Fears. Take not the Way by
Barbary, nor covet to fee” the Place where ancient
Carthage was fituated ;. be not curious to enquire after ,

Queen Dido, Eneas, or Hannibal; or to hear fome
L i

Stories
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Stories of the famous Scipis. Nor would I counfe!
thee to pafs the Kingdoms of Morocco and Fez. For,
tho’ thofe Realms pay no Obedience to the Sw/tan, yet
they are his Allies; and that Refle@lion will always
keep thee in Pain. Befides, the Sight of Mujfulmans
will terrify thy Mind, and fill thee with a thoufand
Apprehenfions. .

Go rather the direfteft Way thou can’ft, unto the
Kingdoms of the Negroes, or Black People inhabiting
the orrid Zone. But, take this Rule: Be fure to
coaft along the River Nil, as near as the Roads of
Africk will permit: That fo thou mayeft avoid the
. horrible and affrighting Defarts of Lybia, Nubia, and
Zanfar, with other ivhofpitable mountainous Parts
between the Tropick of Cancer and the Equinox. For,
thou wilt not find it very pleafant to encounter and
converfe with none but Dragons, Bafilitks, and other
Monfters of thofe Regions. And yet, for ought I
know, ’tis better, than to fall into the Hands of hu-
man Savages.

I know not how to give a general Chara&er of
the Southern Blacks ; fince every Province varies in
its particular Principles, Cuftoms, Laws, and Infti
tations. ‘The Abyfines are Chriftians; fo are the In-
habitants of Congo, Somgs, Angola, and other Coun-
tries bordering on the Upper Zthispia. 'Thofe that
dwell along the Red Sea, are generally Mabometans.
They difcourfe alfo of a very populous Country
thereabouts, pofle(s’d by Fewws alone. And there are
Authors who affert a Female Kingdom, a Nation of
Amazsns. ’Tis certain, on the Weftern Side they are
all Pagans.

It will be worth thy Labour to obferve the diffe-
rent Humours of thefe People, and make comparifon
between the antient and this modern Gentilifn; to
abftra& their Moraly from their Supeftitions : And
tell me then, whether they do not better deferve
the Title of True Belisgers, than we Muffulmans 3
fince they a& according 1o their Faith, whereas we
go by a quite contrary Nethod. They believe no

~ G\ other
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~other Gods but their domeftick Priefts, and thefe they
never willingly offend.  Whereas, whilft we profefs
the Eternal Unity, we {cruple not to fin againft him
every Hour. They circumcife, wafh, pray, abftain
from Meats, give Alms as well as we. Their Juftice
is'as {lri&t, their Mercy foft as ours. In fine, they
are Men differing from us only in Colour, Education,
and the peculiar Maxims of their Country, which
they rigoroufly obferve, and hope for Happinefs
thereby, as we do by obeying the Law brought down
from Heaven.

Mebemet, Our Holy Prophet has faid, ¢¢ That who-
¢¢ foever lives innocently, and does Juftice, whether
¢ he be a Chriflian, Few, or Pagan, fhall be faved
¢ as well as his Difciples.” Therefore in all thy
Travels, defpife not any Man for his Religion, be it
never fo ridiculous in Appearance ; provided he be
good and honeft in his Converfation ; much lefs con-
temn thqfe Africans for their Coléur ; fince black and
white are all alike to him, who firft gave Man the
Power-to know the Difference.

Mebemet, If thou accepteft my Advice, take alfo
my Withes for thy good Voyage and Profperity.

Paris, the 51b of the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1670. -

LETTER
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LETTER IIL

To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of
Learning and Knowledge.

ROM thy Clemency I will not fear a Charge of
Negligence, in that I have deiay’d to perform
the Tafk theu enjoinedft me. Thou know’ft my Cir-
cumftances, and wilt confider, That tho' I have
read Books, yet I have not a Library of my own.
*Tis true, I often frequent thofe of this City, but my
Seafons are limited either to thofe Hours when the
Libraries are open’d, or to thofe I can fpare from
the Affairs of my Commiffion. I cannot ferve the
Grand Signior, and follow my Studies both at once :
Yet I have ontpafs’d Frugality, and turn'd 2 Niggard
of my Time, that I might obey the great Oracle of
True Believers, and promote a Work, for which I
have fo paffionate a Regard.

The enclofed Paper contains the Size of the Vo-
lume, which I conceive will be moft proper for fo
great a Work, with the Contrivance of the Pages,
which I have divided into Columns, that fo the Years
of the World, the Date of the Olympiads, with
other remarkable £ra’s, may be rank’d in Order,
each parallel with the reft, and all with the Matter
treated of at fuch a Time.

This I have done in the enclofed Paper, not
thinking it proper to interrupt the Series of my Let-
ter with a blank Scheme, which is for the Ufe of
the Compilers ; but to prefent thee with a tranfient
View of the four Monarchies, which have made fuch
a2 Noife in the World ; wherein thou needelt not
fear the Fatigue of a tedious continued Hiflory 5 for
I defign only to cull out fuch Paffages as are moft di-
verting, and worthy of Perufal. -

[+]
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To begin then with the 4/jrian Monarchy, which
was the firft of the. four: This Nation was, for a
great while, contented with-its own Bounds, with-
out feeking to encroach on the Territories of others.
And Ninus was the firft of the Afjrian Kings, who
enlarged his Dominions by Conqueft. He fubdu'd the
greateft Part of Afa, and rais’d 4fjria to the Title
of au Empire.
. After his Death, Semiramis his Wife took upon her
the Government, counterfeiting the Perfon of Aimas
his Son, who was yet but a Child. She wore the
Habit of a Man, and, being like her Son, pafs’d for
him, as the Jawful Succeflor, unfufpeéted. This Virago
enlarg’d the Congquefts of her Hufband, and fpread her
Empire from India to ZEthispia ; and, to lay the Foun-
dation of an immortal Fame, fhe built Baby/on.

To her, fucceeded Ninyas her Son, of whom no-
thing is remarkable but his Effeminacy. For negle&t-
ing the Affairs of War, he fpent all his Time among
his Concubines. And the fame Stain is faften’d on
his Succeflors, even to Sardanapalus ; in whofe Death
the 4frian Monarchy fuffer’d an Interruption, being
cantoniz’d into petty Royalties by the Governors of
Provinces. Among whom, thofe who aflum’d the
Crown of Babylen were of moft Note, in regard they
firft recover’d the broken Empire to its old Grandeur
and Unity. ’

By a Succeflion therefore of many Kings, in refe-
rence to whofe A@ions Hiftory is filent, the Monarchy
defcended to Merodac Baladan: In whofe Days hap-
pen’d that wonderful Retrogradation of the Sun, men-
tion’d by Hebreav Writers and others, which occafion’d
thofe famous Controverfies among the Philofophers
and Aftronomers of that Age, mention’d in the
Perfian Chronicles. For they obferving, that not
only the Sun, but the whole Planetary Syftem, and
all the fixed Stars went back at the fame Time, or
at leaft feem’d to do fo, began to revive that curious
Queftion, about the Motion of the Earth, which
the Chaldsans, and Gymnofophifts of Irdia had ftarted

/&~ before,
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before, when the Sun and Moon ftood ftill at the
burning of Jda. And it was concluded by fome of
them, That the Motion of the Earth being granted,
its ftanding ftill, or going back at thefe extraordinary.
Times, would folve all the Aftronomical Appearances
better, and in a more natural Way, than by fuppofing
fuch a prodigious Stop to be put to the whole Ceele-:
ftial Frame at oné Time, or that the everlafting Spheres:
fheuld be roll'd backwards at the other. - = . !
- This Difpute was the Occafion of that famous
Conflux of the Eaftern Sages to Babybn, mentioned
in the Perfian Poets and Hiftorians. For Baladar
being very inquifitive after Knowledge, and particu-
larly defirous to be informed in the Grounds of this
preternatural Appearance, fent Meflengers into Jndia,
Egypt, Perfia, and all Kingdoms, where Learning
flourifh’d 5 inviting the Aftrologers, Priefts, Magici~
ans, Prophets, and all that had the Charater of Wife.
Men, to come to his Court of Babylon, where they
were magnificently entertzin’d ; and when they had
fully fatisfied all the King’s Demands, he fent them
away laden with Gifts and Prefents, every Man to his
own Country.

Arkianus {ucceeded Baladan in the Kingdom of Ba-.
blor, in whofe Time Ecbatan was built. To him
fucceeded Belithus, Aphronadius, Rigibelus, Meffiffimor-
dacus 5 after whom the Kingdom was again tranflated
to the Afjrians, in the Reign of Efeharbaddsn, in the
3333d Year of the World, and the 24th Olympiad.
During the Empire of this Eftharkaddon the dffrian
Monarch, Chalcedsn that lies over-againft the Imperial
City, was built by the Thracians, in the z5th Olym-
piad, and the'3329th Year of the World.

To Eftbarbaddin fucceeded Soafdachinus, Chylada-
nus, Nabopolgffar ; in the Reign of which laft, Necko,
King of Egype, attempted to cut a Canal frcm the
Nile to the Red-Sea, wherein he employ’d an Hun- *
dred and T'wenty Thoufand Eg sptians ; but difcouraged
by the flow Progrefs they made ; and the vaft Expences
ke was at, he gave it over, .

- This
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. This Nabopolaffar, once more rais'd the Kingdom
of Babylon to an Univerfal Moénarchy ; for before his
Time it had been for fome Years in the Hands of ‘the
Affyrians 5 but he fubdu'd all §yria, Phanicia, Fudea,
and Egypt, and expell’d the Sgthians out of 4fia.

To him fucceeded his Son Nebuchadnezzar, who
dream'd of the four univerfal Monarchies, that were
to fucceed one another. In his Reign was born the
Grand Cyras, who rais’d the Perfian Monarchy. Of
him it is recorded, that one Night he dream’d, The
Sun flood at bis Feet, awhom avhen Cyrus thrice at-
tempted 10 lay hold on, the Sun as ¢ften difappear'd :
Which the Magi interpreted as a fure Sign that he
fhould reign Thirty Years; which came to pafs ac-
cordingly. -

During this Reign, there was a notable Duel fought
between Pittacus, one of the feven wife Men of Grezee,
and Phrynon the moft renowned Combatant of thofe
Days; for he always won the Prize at the Olympick
Games. He was General of the Athenians, and be-
ing puff’d up with his conftant Succefles, he defy’d
any Man to a fingle Contbat. Pittacus the Sage ac-
cepted the Challenge ; and when they were hotly
engag’d in the Field, he fuddenly threw a Silken Net
over Phrynon’s Head, and having thus entangled him,
thruft him through with his Lance.

This was that great Nebuchadnezzar, who having
befieg’d and taken Fersfalem, burnt it down to the
Ground, raz’d the Walls, and carry’d away all the
Fews with their Riches into Captivity to Babylen.

Afterwards having conquer’d all the neighbouring
Nations ; he rew-built Babylon, and enclos’d it with
three Walls : He alfo built thofe pendulous Garders,
renowned throvghout the Earth ; and made thofe
brazen Gates which were reckon’d among the Won-
ders of the World. But at length, being puff'd up
with the Thought of his magnificent Works; he was
metamorphos'd into a Satyr or Silvan, and dwelt
feven Years in the Defarts of Arabia, being a Com-

panion of the Brutes. My Countrymen fhew the
Places
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Places of his wild Haunt to this Day, having receiv’d
it by Tradition from their Fathers. They fay alfo,
that Paremiel, the Angel of the Woods, when the
Term of feven Years was expird, interceeded with
Gop for Nebuchadnexzar, who thereupon turn’d him
into a Man again, and reftor’d him to his Empire.
He died peaceably in the 3442d Year of the World,
and the 43d of his Reign.

To him {ucceeded Ewil-Merodach, Nerigliffir, Labo-
rofoarchod, and Labynitus, in whofe Time there was
War between the Brbylonians and Perfians, when Cy-
rus after many vi€orious Campaigns, at laft laid
Siege to Babyln, took the City, and tranflated the
Empire to the Perfians; and having fubdued all the
Weft of 4fia, even to the Red Sea, he died at Seventy
Years of Age; commanding his Servants not to em-
balm his Body, nor ufe any coftly Pomp at his Funeral,
but burying him decently like a Man, fhould caufe
this Epitaph to be writ on his Tomb.

O Mortals, I am Cyrus who laid the
Foundation of the Perfian Monar-
chy, and was Emperor of all Afia:
Therefore envy me not a Grave.

To him fucceeded Cambyfes his eldeft Son, who
marching with his Army into Egyps, and laying
Siege to Pelufum, caus’d a great Number of Cows,
Apes, Birds, and other Animals, to be plac’d in the
Front of his Army; knowing that the Egyprians
worthipp'd fuch’ for Gods, and confequently would
forbear to fhoot their Arrows that Way: By which
Stratagem he took the City, and afterwards con-
quer'd all Egjps, carrying away many Thoufands
of the Egyptians, with Foreigners refiding there,
into Captivity, among whom was Pythagoras the
Philofopher.

- Aftee
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After this, Cambyfes fent Spies under the Notion of
Ambaffadors to the King of _Ethicpis, with rich Pre-
fents. But the King fufpeting what was their Bufi-
nefs, took a Bow in his Hand, and bent it as tho’
he fhould fhoot; and giving it to the Spies, he bid
them carry it to their Mafter, and tell him, 4ar
avhen be and bis Perfians bad learn'd to bend Bows of
that Strength, he might think of invading Athiopia,
avd not befores for that the Athiopians avere Giants
iz Vigour. And when the Spies return’d to Camébyfes,
there was no Man found among his Soldiers, which
was able to bend that Bow. Yet he march’d dire@tly
towards Z¢hiopia with a great Army ; Part of which
was overwhelmed in the Sands ot the Dafarts, to the
Number of Fifty Thoufand, and the reft being re-
duc'd for want of Provifions, to a Neceflity of eating
one another ; he retarn’d in a great Rage to Memphis,
where he flew 4pis the God of the Egyprians, and
caus’'d his Priefts to be maffacred. He alfo flew his
own Brother, and kill’d his Wife, becaufe fhe mourn-
ed for him. He fhot Prexafpes thro’ with an Arrow,
and commanded twelve Perfizz Nobles to be buried
alive. He fet Fire to the Temples, blafphemsd the
Gods, and at laft kill'd himfelf by an Accident with
his own Sword.

After -his Death, the Magi crown'd one of their
own Order, and fet him on the Throne of Perfia,
giving out that he was Smerdis the younger Son of
Gyrus, who had been murder'd by the Command of
his Brother Cambyfes. And it was eafy to carry on
the Fraud, in regard the Perfizn Kings rarely fuffer
themfelves to be feen; which is a Cuftom, thou
know’ft obferv’d by all the Monarchs of the Eaft.

One Offan, a Perfian Prince, firft difcovered the
Cheat, by means of his Daughter, a Concubine of the
King’s: For fhe, by his Infirution, found out, that
the King had no Ears ; which was a convincing Ar-
gument that he was one of the Magi, whofe Ears
Cambyfes had commanded to be cut off.

1, This



A

'Vol. VII. a4 Spy at PARr1s. 139'

This Offan drawing fix other Princes into a Con-
fpiracy, they rufh'd into the Palace, and kill’d all the
Magi, and fingled out of their own Number, one
Darius, the Son of Hyffafpes, to fucceed in the Throne.
This was not dore by EleQion, but by Lot: For
they agreed to meet all together, one Morning, be-
fore the Palace-Gates on Horfe-back ; and that he
whofe Horfe firt neigh’d after the Sun was up, thould
be King. This fell to Darias’s Share, by the Strata-
gem of his’Squire or Mafter of the Horfe. Then
the other Princes crown’d him, and made him fwear
by the Sun and the Fire, that he would ne\cr put them
to Death, ordeny them his Prefence.

But Darius finding himfelf curb’d by thefe Prmces,
was refolv’d to rid himfelf of fuch dangerous Com-
panions. Whercfore he caus’d a Stove to be built on
purpofe for a Banqueting-Houfe, and fo artificially
contriv'd, that the Fire-place being under the Ban-
queting-Chamber, fhould, in fo many Hours, burn
alunder the Pillars that fupported the faid Chamber,
and caufe the Floor to fall down .into the Fire.
Then he invited thefe Princes to a Feaft, whith he
held in his Banquet-IHoufe : and was merry with them
till the Signal was given him to depart: At which
Time hé left them in the midft of their Mirth.; and
within a while after he was gone, the Floor of the
Chamber fell down, with- all-that were in it, intor
the Fire underneath, where the Princes were foon
confum’d to, Afhes.

After this, Darius manag’d all the Aﬂ'mrs of his
Empire without Controul. He rul’d over all the
Provinces of A4fa, from India to Athiopia, contain?
ing above a hundred Kingdoms, He extended his
Conquefls to the Provinces of Greece; and fetting
forth a prodigious Fleet, he fail'd into the Aedi-
terranear and Archipelago: He conquer'd the Iflands
of the Egean Sea, reduc’d Chakedsn, and all the Cities
along the Hellefpont and Propoatis, even Byzantium
itfelf, the prefert Seat of our Augult Emperors. At
length, having reigned profperoufly thirty-fix Yeaxl'ls.

e
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he died, and left Xerxes his Son to fucceed him in the
Throne.
Thou feeft, Great Guide of the Faithful, that I
* have not yet reach'd to the End of the Perfian Mo-
narchy ; whereas 1 thought to have comprehended
all the four in one Letter; for I have only touch’d
upon the moft remarkable Paflages, omitting the
main Body of the Hiftory, which it would be too
, tedious for thee to perufe.

If thou approveft what I have written, I will con-
tinue thus to abbreviate the Hiftory of the Perfian,
Macedonian, and Roman Empires in other Letters: But
-if thou thinkeft what I have already writ, to be a
fufficient Model for the Compilers of an Univerfal
Hiftory, I {fubmit to thy Oraculous Appointments.

In the mean time, I pray the King Eternal, who
eftablithes and diffolves all the Empires in the World,
and has put into the Poffeflion of the Grand Signior
thofe ample Tra&ls'of the Earth which formerly be-
longed to the fucceflive Monarchies; to extend the

- Limits of the Muffulman Empire through the Five
Zones. ’

Paris, 17th of the 6tb Moon,
of thé Year 1670.

LETTER 1V,

7o Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale
of Sidon.

? WAS a long Time before I could find out the
true Secret of human Happinefs. I have for

many Years grop’d after it in the Dark ; and when
I thoughe I enjoy’d a Profpe& of it, as clear as of
Things we difcern in the Light of a Mid-day Sun,
that Sun was little better ‘than the Sof Mortaorum of
. the
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the ancient Romans, whofe Beams ferv’d only to give
a faint Mock-Glimmering to the Ghofts, that wander
on this Side Charon’s Ferry ; and like an Jgnis fatuus
to miflead 'em up and down ‘the dark Suburbs of
Elfium, the Fens and Marthes of ‘the Ssgiar Lake.
So have I ftraggled all my Life thro’ unknown Ways,
feeking the Road to Heaven, yet finding nothing but
the Paradife of Fooks.

Sometimes I thought by outward Works of Virtue,
to purify myfelf and gain Perfection. I was pun&ual
in obferving every Precept of the Law ; and perform’d
a few A&s of Supererogation. Confiding too much
in the Fidelity and inviolable Faftnefs of my Wings,
the Force of my religious Paflions firft formed by
Nature, afterwards improv’d by pious Tutors, I ftrove
to make Heroick Flights, and foar above my Guide.
But, alas! they were mere borrow’d Feathers which
bore me up fo long ; dead artificial Wings, cemented
to my Soul only by Education, Cuftom, and the
Pratice of my Fathers; a Compofition of {piritual
Wax, or Glue, which could not ftand the Brunt of
hot and fiery Trials, but foon diflolv’d in my un-
warrantable bold Approaches to the Sun. So thar,
in fine, my Wings dropp’d Piece-meal off, and 1 had
the Fate of Jearus, to fall a Vi@im to my own ob-
ftinate Zeal and Rathnefs.

Surely our Souls are like the fugean Stable, which
no human Power, Art, or Induftry, can ever cleanfe,
did not the Meflengers and Favourites "of God, like
Hercules, teach us the Method of opening a Canal
from Heaven, and letting in the Torrent of the
River of Purification from Paradife.

Our Vices, Hydralike, fill ftart young Infant
Heads, as fat as we cut off the Old. Whereas our
Virtues are like the Venetian Treafure, which be-
ing once fhewed to the Spanip Ambaflador in many
Coffers of Silver, Gold, and Jewels ; the wife Ca-
Slilian defiring to fee the Bottoms of thofe wealthy
Chefts turn'd up; when it was done, made this Re-

mark, Your Riches hawe no Roots, nor grow, like thofe
mny
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my Mafler does poffefi in the Indies. So are all the
boafted Excellencies acquird by human Difcipline,
more inanimate and dead than the artificial Produ&ti-
ons of Minerals, Metals, and Stones. No traditional
Chemiltry of Men, can e’er revive a Soul that’s dead
to Gop. Perhaps, fome theological Paracelfus, Hel-
‘mont, or drabian Ifrigui, may, from the Afhes of
an Original Flower, raife the fantaftick Form of it
again; I mean the Colour and Contexture of the
Leaves : But none of them is able to beftow the
Vital Sap, the Seminal Juice, the Inward Virtue of
the once profperous and flourithing Vegetable. No
Mortal can repair what Adam once deftroy’d. That
Protoplafi has ruin’d us all.

Well then! Muft we defpair of Remedy ? Shall
we decamp, and fneakingly retire to Hell, becaufe
we cannot take Heaven by Storm, nor undermine it;
nor have reconrfe to Stratagems ; nor bribe the Gar-
rifon ; or make a Party amongft the celeftial Burghers?
No, Let’s rather lie entrench’d within ourfelves, till
Heaven fhall voluntarily open its Gates, and fally
forth in Laove, to invite and lead us in,

Oh! thrice-happy Santone, thou haft cxperienc’d
what I fay. My Refolution is to follow thee, by
fufiering myfelf to be gradually abdicated from the
World, and from my own Will. Vouchfafe to in-
flrut me in the Method, left Self-love mifguide me
o my Ruin.

In the mean while, repofe thou in the Bofom of
Gop, which is the Bed-Chamber of Holy-Souls.

Paris, 1/f of the 8th Mogn,
of the Year 1670,

LETTER
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LETTER V.

To the SeliGar Aga, or Sword-Bearer
to the Sultan.. -

Shall entertain thee now with a Medley of Rela-

tions, fome containing News of the fretheft Date,
others only informing thee of Things done many
Moons ago ; yet pleafant enough in the Rchearfal.
However, I beg of thee to accept this as a Teftimony .
of my Devoir and Regard ; in that I have Aburdance
of Letters to write, many Friends to gratify, and
cannot fend the fame Matter to all. I am forc’d to
parcel out my Intelligence, and {uit every Letter to
the Genius and Station of him to whom I addrefs.
Knowing therefore thy particular Inclinations, Ithall
prefent thee with fomething very agreeable.

No doubt but thou art acquainted with the Chriffi-
ans Carnaval, which is a Time of publick Joy, Li-
centioufnefs, and Sport. ThisYear the King and Queen
of France obferv’d it with wonderful Magnificence.

Among their other Divertifements ; they were
prefented with a Play wherein two Rival Princes,
by an ingenious Emulation, ftrove to outvy each
other in regaling a Princefs equally belov’d by both.
The Reprefentation was very fair, and full of Ma-
jefty. On the Right-hand of the Theatre appear’d
Apollo in the Air, returning to his Heaven, after he
had chas’d and routed all the Cyelgps, with the Ser-
pent Python. On the Left was feen the fame God
on the Top of Parnaffus, in the midft of the Nine
Mufes, fcattering Flowers on the Arts and Sciences,
which were at the Foot of the Mountain. Then a
Veil being drawn afide, difcovered a Sea, furpri-
zingly natural and fine. In the mid® of which, the
Gods of many famous Rivers appear’d feated on
Rocks, with Tritons.and Cupids rang’d on each Side

: upon
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upon the Backs of Dolphins. Then from abaove,
amidft the Clouds, King #o/us appear'd, laying his
ftraight Commands upon the Winds, that they im-
mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting only
Zeplyr, who, for his foft and gentle Breezes, was
permitted to be prefent at this Feaft, after which,
came Neptune riding in his Cockle Chariot, drawn
by four Sea-Horfes, attended by a Train of Gods that
dwell within the Deep.

Immediately the Scenes chang’d into a Champain,
reprefenting the delicious Field of Zempe; where a
moft excellent and agreeable Comedy was afled, to
the Satisfaétion of all the Court. I leave the Dances,
Interludes, and other Novelties, to thy Imagination.
Affuring thee, that all was aftonithing and magni-
ficent.

But not to entertain thee longer with thefe empty
Trifles, I fhall now acquaint thee with fomething of
Importance ; which is a Peace concluded between
this King and the State of Agiers. On the 2d of the
3d Mocn, the Count de Guicke brought the Articles
of the Treaty to the King, from the Hands of the
Marquifs del Martel, Lieutenant-General of the French
Fleet in the Mediterranean.

If thouvouldft know the Particulars of this Agree-
ment, read the inclos'd Paper: As for Matter of Fatt,
all the Frexch Slaves at Aliers were immediately
releas’d upon the Signing and Sealing the Treaty, and
delier’d up to the Freach Commander ; with fome
French Veflels alfo which they had feiz’d. And fo
dithonourable are their Capitulations, that at the fame
Time they have yielded up a Ship of theirs, which
the French had taken from them, for ever quitting all
Claim to it.

In the Beginning of May, the King took his Jour-
ney to Flanders, to vifit his new Conquefts there,
This put his Enemies into a great Confternation,
fearing that he had fome Defign upon them. They
began to be unpon their Guard, and prepare for a
fudden Surprize. But the King perceiving thci]r A-

arm
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larm by his Spies, fent them Affurance on his Royal
Word, that ke would do them no Violence at this
Time.

However, he foon after fent the Marefchal ¢
Crequi into Lorrain, with a Force confiderable enough
to reduce that Prince to Reafon, who had not kept
his Parole with him in feveral Inftances. The Ef-
fett of this Expedition was the reducing Ponta-
Moufon, Efpinal, Chafle, Longay, and all the Princi~
pality of Lorcain to the French King’s Obedience : So
that the poor Duke is forced to feek his Refuge in
foreign Courts:

Noble 4ga, this Duke is not to be pitied, being
very ungrateful, and a perfet Madman. He owes
his Liberty and Life to the King of France, yet
could not forbear plotting againft him. Now he is
defervedly chaftifed for his Folly. So may all thofe
{uffer, who abufe their Benefattors. But upon the
Benign and Good, may the Favours of Heaven reft
till the Splitting of all Things.

Paris, 13¢h of the gth DMoon,
of the Year 1670.

LETTER VIL

To Iouf, his Kinfman, a Merchant at
. Aftracan,

~

Received thy Letter, and perus’d it with much
I Complacency, finding thy Sentiments very agree-
able to Reafon. Yet give me leave to warn thee.
of an Excefs which thou art running into. For I
have had Experience of it's ill Confequence.
Thy Lofles have made thee melancholy, and the
fraudulent Dealing of th})i Correfpondents, Faé’tor;
an
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and fuppofed Friends has taught thee to declaim a-
gainft Friendfhip, Men, and Bufinefs : And not only
{o, but it feems thou haft taken a Refolution to a-
bandon all worldly Affairs, Pleafures, and Engage-
ments whatloever 5 and turn Faguir, Eremit, or
Derwife, at leaft.  For thou art difgufted ar human
Society, and weary of all Things but Solitude.

" I muft confefs, If6uf, thefe are very generous
Thoughts, and pious Refolves. But they are not
eafily put in PraQice. They are Undertakings fit
only for perfet Saints, Men of unblemifh’d Lives,
and free from all forts of Vice; Perfons who have
a Stock of Temperance, Chaftity, Prudence, Juftice,
Fortitude, Patience, Humility, and all the other
Virtues ; a Fund of Magnanimity, which can never
be exhaufted by any Temptation, Difficulties, or Perils
that ufually affault and environ fuch as enter into fo
aufteré a Courfe of Life,

* Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, ri-
gid Cold of Winter in the Defart, where there are
no Chimnies, Hearths, or Stoves, or any other Me-
thod of keeping Fire to warm thee by ? Can’ft thou
{uflain the raging Blafts of Boreas at that Seafon, or
the killing 'Tempefts of North-Eaflern Winds, which
blow from far, and fill the Air, the Earth, and Sea,
with baneful Mifts, Frofts, Ice, Snow, Sleet, and
other ckilling Meteors, out of their Eternal Maga-
zines, within the 4r&ick Circle, which Ovid calls
the Frigid Zone ? ’

There are many other Extremities to which a
Man’s expofed in fuch a folitary State. Nor wilt
thou be lefs liable to Inconveniencies and Hard-
thips, if thou fhouldft ramble as a Faguir up and
down the World. Much lefs could’ft thou endure
the fad Reftraints and Mortifications of a Convent.
Thou'dft hardly live out thy ANovitiate with Pa-
tierice. It goes againft the Grain of Nature to obey
another’s Will, in every trifling Marter that he
commands. Thou muft not eat or drink, but thy
Superior will fet the Place, the Time, and Man-

ner
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ner of thy Diet; which will be irkfome to thy free<
born Soul. And then thou muft forfake thy amorous
Pleafures for ever ; forfwearing alfo the very Thoughts
of Money, or of being rich. I tell thee, thou muft
refolve to become a religious Drone, fit for nothing
but to mumble o’er thy Beads, or turn the fuperfi-
tious Round, till thou art giddy ; or dance an Hour
together to the Mufick of a thoufand Hex's and Hes’s
hoarfly croaked out in frantick Tones by thee, and
all thy Brethren Derwifes, till ye are fick, and feam
at Mouth : Then your Devotions are thought meri-
torious. Can’it thou digeft thefe facred Fooleries ?
Or grant this to be a rational Service of the Divinity,
as fome will plead ; who fay, we ought to employ
each Member, and all our Faculiies, in praifing him
that made *em ; yet canft thou broolk a Confinement
all thy Days, to this Religous State?

1tell thee, Jfuf, Ihave been often tempted in this
Manner, to forfake the Sulran’s Service, with all
other Engagements of the World, 2nd throw my
felf into a Convent, or fpend the Refidue of my
Days in fome obfcure and folitafy Corner of a De-
fare; yet I found at length, that this was nothing
but Delufion, and tke fubtle Sophiftry of that mali-
cious Demon, who envies Man his Happinefls. Tis
he that whifpers Arguments of Difcontent and Mur-
muring into our Souls, watching his Opportunities
when any thing gives us exquifite Pain or Grief, to
drive us to Defpair.

So have I fometimes labour’d under an intolerable
Anguith of Mind, befides the frettimg Maladies of
Flethand Blood, with cutward Crofles in my Fortune.
Then have I withed my felf in fome dark Cavern of
the arth, or on the folitary Top of Tenzrif?, where
I fhould converfe with none but Sgirits and Desmors
dwelling above the Clouds. Or clfe I coveted the
mclancholy Retirements of the LiJyan Defart, which
«fords no other Society than that of Lions, Tygers,
Dragons, and other Beafts of Prey.

RECHY “n

H: When
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. When thefe Wifhes have appeared too extravagant
and wild, I then retrenched my Thoughts, and pitch-
ed upon fome other manner of Life, equally pro-
mifing Comfort, yet lefs threatning and dangerous.
I gave my felf up wholly to Prayer and Fafting for
a while, thinking to hold thus for ever. So fenfible
a Pleafure attends thefe Exercifes, that at certain Mo-
ments 2 Man’s all Rapture, Ecftaly and I know not
what. FHe is apt to think himfelf in fome new
World. A facred Pride invefts his Soul. He feems
all Majefty within ; an infeparable Companion of the
Immortals, and the darling Friend of God. Where-
as all this refults but from the Ventilation of his
Blood by vocal Oraifons; and is no more than a
mere natural Operation, whereby his Lungs are arti-
ficially breathed, and gently forced to difembogue
their over-heated Airs, their thick caliginous Va-
pours, which fill the Heart, and all the reft of the
Vitals with Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, Sufpicion,
Grief, and other doleful Paffions.

But mark the Zeal?, when his Prayers are over,
his Faft is done, and all his fervent pious Difcipline
is accomplifh’d : how like a Hypacrize he looks and
a&s? How formal in his Carriage ; or at leaft, how
vain and light? He either heaves out fulfome hy-
pochondriack Sighs, with fupercilious Looks, and
Chaps fet like the Furrows of a fowre-faced Hagi ;
or elfe he is tickled into a loud ungovernable Laugh-
ter, and all his Carriage is ridiculous and wanton,
Either his Hunger, Thirft, and Faintnefs, the ufual
Effe€ of fuch exceflive Devotion, makes him peevith,
cholerick, and unmortified ; or elfe he is as apifh as
a Cat.

Human Nature cannot abide long in the fame Hu-
mour; and thofe that feem to be always even.tem-
per'd People, like the Cafpian Sea without Ebb or
Flow, are only Conterfeits and Politicians. There
is an Art to conceal one’s Paffions, but there is none
that can annihilate them. We change from one

Affeltion, Appetite and Defire to another. Our
In-
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Inclinations circulate with our Blood. They are
transformed each Minute, Hour, and Day ; they vary
like the Wind and Weather. Therefore never think
of taking an eternal Pleafure or Diftafte in any thing
here below. Prayer is good in it’s Turn, I mean,
the vocal Afpirations. So are Fafting, Abftinence,
and other Religious Severities.  But if all Men fhould
be perpetually at thefe Exercifes, Geod in a little time
would have but few Adorers on Earth. The Ground
muft be left untilled ; the Fields would quickly bring
forth Crops of Briars and ‘Weeds, inftead of Corn.
The Gardens then muft turn to Wilderneffes. There
would be then no need of Millers, Bakers, and the
other Trades, whofe Livelihood depends npon the
Hufbandman. And {o for want of proper Suftenance,
Mankind muft quickly perith.

I do not argne againft thofe who feem to be con-
flellated to a folitary Lifes or by fome fpecial Grace
of God, are ftrengthened to endure the conftant
Hardfhips of an Hermitage: Such as the illuftrious
and great Mobammed of Mount Uriel in Arabia, who
is our holy Prophet’s Tenant and Succeflor, in the
Cave of Ionders. Such allo is Jleh Rend Hu, the ce-r
lebratcd Bramin of Cackemire in India, who lives on
the Top of an high Mountain, is an hundred and
twenty-three Years old ; foretels Things to come, re-
folves all Doubts, gives infallible Counfel, heals di-
vers Difeafes, works fome Miracles ; and in fine,
fays and does all Things by a Spiric worthy of Ad-'
miration,

The Mountain whereon this Philofopher or Pro-
phet dwells; feems to be the Lard-mark between
Summer and IVinter. For one Side of it is always
cover’d with Snow, the other with Blofloms, Flow-
ers, Herbage, and Fruits. This over-looking a fpaci-
ous Valley, which they call the Paradife of the Eaf? ;
that affording a Profpet little more agreeable or fair,
than what the Poets {peak of the Riphean Hill.

H 3 b/
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Jlch Rend Hu has his Habitation in a Cave or Grot,
which pafles tifough the Rock, as Pirgils does near
Naples in Italy, which thou haft feen,

In this myflerious Station, he appears like Zo/us,
Lord of the Weather: For 'tis certain, he commands
the Winds to blow or ceafe at the leaft Word, with-
in the Verge of his accuftomed Walks. Ifany Per-
fon dare profane the Silence of the Place with Words,
or other rude Noife ; they are immediately furpriz’d
with dreadful Storms of Thunder, Lightning, Wind,
and Rain; fuch as feem to threaten the Diffolution
of all Things: Which makes all Men in thofe Parts
hold Jleh Rend Hu in great Veneraton. He is the
only Oracle of the frdies. They refort to him from
the neighbouring Provinces and Kingdoms, in all
their Difficulties. The Grandees of Perfra, Tibet,
and Cathay, fend to him honourable Prefents, defir-
ing his Counfel in Matters of Peace and War. Nay,
they make devout Pilgrimages to him from the King-
doms of Tonguin 2nd China. He is the Apolls of the
Eaft.

']ﬂﬁ:y} it would be fome Encouragement for thee
and me to embrace a folitary Life, if we might ever
hope to attain fuch wonderful Perfe€tions. But, as
we have hitherto liv’d in the World, and ftain’d our
{felves with the common Vices of Mortals, we can-
not prefume to merit thefe extraordm‘ry Favours z
Our old Habits are rooted in us; and if we have
Time and Strength to plant new ones in their ftead,
yet they will not grow up to Maturity, but with
mary Years : For, believe me, Coufin, no body be-
comes a Dewil or a Saint all at once.

e
- Paris, the 61h of the v1th Moon,
of the Yiar 1670.”

LETTER
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LETTER VIIL
To the Chiaux, Baffa.

T appears, That the King of Fraauce's Fortune not

only precures him conltant Vittories and Tri-
umphs in Exrope, but fuch a Renown and Charalter in
foreign  Countries, as flimulates the moflt remote
Princes, and puiflant Monarchs of the Earth, to
court his Alliance and Friendfhip.

Here is at this prefent, an Ambaflador come from
the Coafls of Guivea in Africk, being fent by the
King of Arder, onc of the greatet Sovereigns in
thofc Parts, poifefling an abfolute and uncontroulable
Authority over his Subje@ts, as the Grand Signior
does over the faithful Ofans.  But we will not com-
pare the narrow Limits of his Dominion with the
vaft and unbounded Extent of the Mufu/sar Empire,
the Inheritance of our fublime Su/tan, the Lord of
the Globe at large.  Suffice it, that this Black Prince
is a wife Man, defcended of a Race of Sages; and,
that Policy of State is as natural to him, as com-
mon Craf{ or Cunning to the meaneft of the Vulgar,
He knows how to make War, or Peace abroad, and
to keep his Subjeéts in awe at home.

Surely there is a Force and Charm in the deri-
vative Blood of heroick and wife Anceftors, which
fecretly infpires their Offspring with Maxims and
Principles agreeable to the Inclinations, Aims, and
Purpofes of the Family from whence they defcend.
And where ’tis experienc’d otherwife, it may b¢
fuppofed that Change of Climate, unhappy Mar-
tiages, or fome over-roling Misfortunes in the
World, have caus’d the Degeneracy. For fo fome
noble Vezetables of Az, and other Quarters of

H 4 the

-



152 Letters writ by ~ Vol. VII,

the Farth, lyirg near the Sun, will not profper, if
once tranfplanted into the cold and barren Soils of
Northern Europe. 'Thus Poverty, Difgrace, and other
abje@ Circumftances, chill the greateft Spirits, and
fpoil their Growth. Yet there is an inborn Excel-
lency in fome Natures, which with Evennefs fupports
the Strokes of Fortune, and pufhes through all Dif-
ficulties to attain it’s End.

So this great African King, informing himfelf
not only by French Veflels trading in his Ports, but
alfo by other Ships of Chriflendom, of the Grandeur
of the French King, his Wealth and Puiffance by Sea
and Land, with the vaft Intereft and Traffick he has
in both the Jxdies, thought it high time to feek his
Friendthip, whofe Enmity would, in all Probability be
very fatal to him: For he had heard of his Conquefts
far and wide. °Tis no matter, whether by Valour
or good Condu&, we make ourfelves happy. One
is as laudable as the other, in the unequal War we
are engaged in with Fate, Providence, and Chance;
with Angels, Men, and Devils ; with Heaven, Earth,
and Hell.

I fpeak this in reference to the celebrated Prow-
efs, Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength of this
Negro King ;5 who need not yield to the King
of Benin, his next Neighbour, and the moft potent
of all the South-aveflern maritime Princes of frick,
ror to any of his other Neighbours befides; yet
could not think himfelf fafe, or be at Ref, till he
had fent his Embafly to the King of Frame, offer-
ing his Lands, his Havens, his Seas, and whatfa«
ever was within his Jurifdi®tion, to this great Mon-
arch.

The Addrefs which his Ambaffador made to the
French King deferves Remark. For after the ufual
Obeifances at the Foot of the Throne, he went up
Three Steps, and then profirating himfelf three
times on his Face and Belly, he clapp’d his Hands
in token of Reverence, and put his Fingers on his

Eyes, ta fhew that he was not able to behold the
: . Luftre
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Luftre of fo much Majefty. ‘This is the French Inter-
pretation of his Carriage: But I tell thee, ’twas ra-
ther defign’d as a Precedent to the French Ambaffa-
dors, if any fhould be fent to Guinea, where ’tis the
Coftom of the Country for all Foreign Minifters to
obferve the fame Ceremonies to the King of Arder,
and other Princes his Neighbours.

Thefe Europeans, becanfe they firft found out the
Art of Navigation, or atleaft, firft improv’d it ta
the Difcovery of many remote Countries, value
themfelves too high; imagining, thatall the Nati- -
ons, formerly unknown, are Fools; and know not
themfelves and their own Strength. They thought
’twas impoflible to find in Africk or America, Em-
pires, Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, as ﬁrong
and well-govern’d, as thofe in the Hermitage of Fz-
phber: But ’tis a damn’d Miftake. For the Moft
High is impartial in the Diftribution of his Gifts
and Favours : Thofe defpicable Blacks, whom all
the Princes and Nobles of Eurepe and Afiz buy as
Slaves, being born of the Pukar, are neverthelefs
come ont of Regions, where Power, Rxches, and
‘Wifdom, are as muach in their Zemtb as in thefe
Weflern Countries.

‘They are all ontwardly Fleth and Blood, as we
are, notwithftanding the Contrariety of our Colours.
And as for their Souls, they are even juft as capable
of Knowledge and Ignorance, Reafon and Folly,
Vice and Virtue, Piety and Prophanenefs, Superiti-
tion and Atheifm, as. we are, who pretend to be
Lords of the World, and all Things.

May thou and I pratife Moderation, and not con-
temn any of human Race, though they be the Capbers
of DMofambigue. Bat let us always remember the old
Turkifh Proverb, Tbat ’tis not good or [afe to point in
Mockery Lebhind the Grand Signior’s Pack.  Adien.

Paris, 3d of the 12th Moon,
of the Year 1070,

e LETTER
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LETTER VIIL

% Mohammed, -tbe Illuftrious Solitary
- of Mount Urlel in Arabia,

-

T HE grand Root of the common Injuftice which
: Men are guilty of in reference to the Beafts,
and of the Intemperance’ with: which they corrupt
themfelves, I perceive is a falfe Principle which they
have eflablith’d, denying the Capacity and Ufe of
Reafon to all Living Creatures but themfelves.
¢« This Error -was firft subhck]y maintain’d by the
Peripetatichs, Shicks,-and Epicureans; and afterwards
bﬁv Clandius of Ndples, out of a particalar Averfion
ey had-for the Doétrines of Pyrbagoras and Empe-
docles, two famous Patrons of Abflinence.

Heraclitus Porticus undertook to explain the Sen-
timents of the former Se?s, and Hermackus thole of
the latter. But both of them feem to confide more
in the little Tricks and Arts of Sophiftry, than to
ufe true_Reafon. For at the firt Effay of their
Skill,” they firive to caft 2 Mift in the Reader’s Eyes,
by dividing the .Generations of Living Creatures,
into fuch 4s are endu’d with the Faculty of Reafon,
and fuch as want it. Whereas thou know’ft it is
an indubitable Maxim in the Eaffern Philofophy, that
every TFhing which partakes of Senfe, has alfo Rea-
fou. For, ’tis the Mind alone which f{ees, hears,
&', the Body: of itfelf being deaf, blind, and void
of all Senf:. It 1s ev.dent therefore, that fince the
Beafts do fee, hear, and perform all other Actions of
Serle, thcy have alfo what the Greeks call vy, or the
Mind, in them, which is the very Seminary, or na-
tive Seat of Reafon.

>[is true, indeed, we cannot afirm, that they
poflefs a Reafon fo perfe@ as ours; fince that Per-
feftion is acquir'd by Difcipline, which the Gene-

rality
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rality of the Brutes want. They have no Colleges
or Schools, where the Arts and Sciences are pro-
fefs’d and taught by Rules. Nature is their only
School-Miftrefs, and they learn her Inftruflicns with
abundance of Promptnefs and Sagacity. They are
educated in the open Elements, as in an Academy,
or Univerfity founded by the Creator of all Things:
where every Thing they encodnter, ferves as a Book
to teach them ail the Knowledge which is neceflary
to their Well-being on Earth. And they need no
more. :

*Tis manifelt alfo, that fome Species and Indivi-
duals are more capable of learning what is taught ‘em
than others: Even as we difcern the fame Difference
among the various Nations, Families, and Perfons of
Men. But we do not ufe to fay of inanimate Things,
that this Piece of Wood is more apt to learn than
another: as a Dog is more tractable and docile than
a Hog: Nor of immoveable Things, that This
is flower than That: Nor of Things which want
Senfe, that a Stone is duller of Apprehenfion than a
Piece of Iron. So could we not probably affirm of
Animals; that dne is more crafty and {agacious
thau another ; more provident, chafle, temperate,
cleanly, and the like Epithets; if thiey were not by
Nature capable of Knowledge and Virtue. And
yet we daily fee all this is true, in comparing one
Species of Living Creatures with another ; nay, arnd
one Individaal of the fame Kind with fome cf its
Fellows. . 1

When dntipater accus’d Affes and Hogs of Nafti-
nefs, he did ‘nct confrder how accurately nice’ and
curious the Lynxes and Cats are, which with fo much
‘Diligence and Care hide their Excrements, that they
can rever be feen or fmelt again. So the Swallows
teach their Young to mute over the Brims of the
Neft. All which are Arguments of their Prudence
znd Diferetion. Doubtlefs, every Anminal has its
pecaliar Gift and Excellency. One is more quick-
fighted than arother ; this has better Ears than that g

HE6 2 Thizd
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a Third furpafles in the Goodnefs of his Smell, or
the Swiftnefs of his Feet. Let not vain Man there-
fore boaft and infult, as if he were the fole Engroffer
of all Wiidom and Virtue; fince the Beafts of the
Field, the Birds of the Air, the Fith of the Sea,
with all the Generations of Reptiles, Infefts, and
whatfoever is endu’d with Life and Senfe, poffefs
their Shares as well as he.

It is manifeft alfo, that there are various Princi-
ples.of Folly, Injuftice, and all manner of Ignorance,
Error, and Vice in human Nature, equal to what
we can poffibly find in the reft of the Animals,
whom we fo much defpife. And ’tis a Queftion,
Whether even the very Sea-Horfe, who murders his
Father, and for that Reafon was by the antient Egyp-
tians made’ the Hieroghphick of Impiety ; may not
jultly exchange his Chara&ter with fome of human
Race, who make their Parents the continual Mar-
tyrs to their Ambition, Pride, Envy, Avarice, and
other Vices.

I would fain know, Whether any Man would not
take it ill, to be told he is Blind and Deaf, becaufe
he “cannot See and Hear fo quick as fome of the
Beafts ? Or,- that he is a Cripple, becaufe he cannot
cutrun a Hart ? Certainly a firong Man deferves that
Charalter, tho’ he cannot pretend to match the
Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. And fhall we
then fay, that the Beafis have no Reafon or Virtue,
becaufe they cannot difcover thofe Qualities fo ar-
tificially as Men. .

Befides, do not all Privations fuppofe fome Ha-
bits? And is not Madoefs a Privation of the Habits
of Reafon and Prudence ? If therefore Dogs, Bulls,
Foxes, and other Animals, are known to be fome-
times mad, fhall we think it lefs fit to fay of them,
that they are out of their Minds, or Wits, than
to affirm the fame of Men 2 And if Compos, or
Non Compos Mentis, are proper Expreflions of any
Beafts, when it is {fober, or mad ; who, that is not
deprived of Reafn himfelf, can deny, that they

~ N have
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have the Pofleflion of that Faculty by Nature, as well
as he?

As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on this Sub-
je€t, thou may'ft conclude, I am newly awaken’d to
a Senfe of my Error, in not religicufly obferving
the Sacred Inflitution of Abfiinences which ought to
be the Natural Confequence of thefe Thoughts: For,
in a word, if 1t be lawful to kill the Animals for the
fake of Food, I think we may as well turn Cannibals,
and eat the Fleth of our purchas’d Slaves, or of our
Captive Enemies, over whom we have, by the Law
of Nations, an equal Right as to their Life and Death,
as over our Bealts.

Abftemious Sage, I leave thee to the Divine In-
fpirations of the Genius, which poflefles that Holy
Cawve : I leave thee to the facred Whifpers of Winds
from Eden, and to the Sweets of an innocent Soli-
tude, which admits no other Society than that of
Angels, or Beafts.

Paris, 26¢h of the 2d Moon,
of the Year 1671,

LETTER
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LETTER IX.

To Zexdx Alamanz: ‘@ Merchant at
. Vemce.

< N

Receiv’d thy laft Difpatch, which informs me,

that thou art commanded to remove from Fenice
with all Specd poflible, and to vifit Naples, Genoa,
Rome, Padua,”Milan, Flirence, with the other chief
Cities of Iraky: In fine, that thou art not to make a
long Refidence, or take up thy Abode any where ;
but after the Manner of a Traveller, to be always in
a moving Pofture from Place to Place, from one Pro-
wince apd Principality to another ; that thou mayeft
take a juft Eftimate of the Sttengh and Riches of each
State through which thou fhale pafs : That thou may-
eft dive into their Coupfels, obferve their Motions,
watch their Defigns, and tranimit thy Remarks to
the Minifiers of the duguft Divan, the Myflerions Ca-
binet of the Earth’s great Sovereign.

There may be lefs of Profit in fuch a Peregrina-
tion for the prefent, than in thy conftant Refidence
at Fenice, where thou art eftablithed in a fettled Way
ef Merchandize. But thou wilt find abundance more
Pleafure : And if thou accquittelt thy felf fuccefsfully,
the Grand Signicr will reward thy Merit. Befides,
thou mayeft meet with a thoufand Opportunities of
Traffick, even in thy Travels. An aftive and di-
ligent Spirit carnot fail of Means to advance its own
Intereft in any Part of the World; and thou doft not
want a Stock of Money to fupport thy honeft Un-
dertakings. -

Thou wilt meet with a new Sort of Ita]mm,
where-ever theu fhalt fet thy Foot: That Peogle
beiog ftrangely mix'd, and defcending from feveral
Nauions. Lvery City has a different Genius 3 which

is
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is fo remarkable and confpicuous, that they have all
got peculiar Epithets: As Rome the Holy, Naples the
Genteel.  Florence the Fair, Bolbnga the Fat, Milax
the Large, Ferrara the Civil, Bergama the Subtl,
Genoa the Proud, Padua the Strong, Siema.the Sku-
dious, Mantua the Ghorious, Lucea the Indufirious,
Ravenna the Mild, Capua the Amorous, Urbin the
Lopal, Verona the Warthy, Brefeia the Fortified, Friuli
the Wanton, Rimini the Good ; and fo of the reft. -~

Beware of contralting Friendthip with any Ita-
lian: And if thou doft engage, be cautious how thou
givelt a jult Offence. Thou can’ft not be too ten-
der in this Point: For as the ltalians are very con-
ftant where they have once pitch’d their Affe@ion,
fo are they inexorable in their Revenge, where they
apprehend their Love abufed ; and they are the moft
jealous People in the World. If thou haft made two
falfe Steps, never feek to repair thy Faults by After-
Submiflions, but fly: For thou haft wounded his Sox/,
and he will never pardon thee, or let thee live to be
guilty of another Affront. They have a common
Maxim in this Cafe, * He that wrongs me Twice,
¢ ’tis his Fault; but if I let him injure me the third
¢ Time, the Blame is my own.’ N

The wifeft Courfe is to be civil and modeftly re-
ferved ; not to be too frank and open in Difcourfe,
or loofe in Carriage. For this lays a Man naked, and
expofes him to the Contempt and Cenfure of fuch
as are more compofed and recollefted; and this is
the peculiar CharaCter of the Ztafians, * That they
¢ think more than they fpeak,, and are many times
¢ difgofted at the Per{on on whom they fmile.”

When thou #rt ov the Roads in Apu/ia and Carmpa-
nia, when thou beholdeft the Beauties of that luxu-
riant Soil, and thy Smell is ravithed with the fragrant
Odours of the Hedges, and adjoining Groves; think
on Elizium, Paradife, or whatfogver Place Naturs
bas made delightful; and fay, I muft be in this
Country, or in fome Region very like it.

As
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As thou fojourneft at Naples, remember with what
Pleafure Virgi/ pafs’d away his Time there. ’*Twas
in that happy Air, that Horace penn’d his admirable
Poems. There Liwy wrote the Roman Hiflory, and
Séneca his Morals. - From thence we have the WWorks
of Statius, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and many
other Learned Writers.

Forget not when thou art at Genos, the former
Glory of that Commonwealth; how once fhe did pof-
fefs Sardinia, Cyprus, LefBosy Chios, and did extend her
Conquefts to Pera at Confiantinople : How fhe enter’d
the Black Sea, planted a Colony of Genoefe at Caffa,
and ftretch’d her Dominion to the River Tanais. .

Thou wilt find Matter of Contemplation in Pi/z,
Milan, Padua, and all the Cities of Iraly. Bat
when thou art at Rome,. ‘twould be a kind of Sacri-
lege not to caft back thy Eyes, and view her an-
tient Glory, when fhe was the Miftrefs of the
World, when fhe had three Millions of Men with-
in her Walls, and a hundred and fifty Millions of
Gold in Yearly Revenue: When fhe kept in con-
ftant Pay, at home and abroad, Six hundred five and
forty thoufand Men. Her Foreign Conquefts may
be number'd by her Domeftick Triumphs, whicit
from Romulus her Founder, to Auguffus Cefar, were
not lefs than three hundred. Falius Cefar aug-
mented the Publick Treafury with forty Millions of
Gold. In the Reign of Aurelianus, this City was
fifty Miles in Compafs, and the Number of her In-
habitants increafed to four Millions: And they were
prodigioufly enricked with the Spoils of their Ene-
mies. Seneea, when he died, left feven Millions
and five hundred Thoufand Crowns behind him.
Claudius Ifodsras, tho’ much exhaufted by the Ciwil
Wars, yet left Four thoufand one hundred and fe-
venteen Slaves, three thoufand and fixty Yoke of
Oxen; and of other Cattle two hundred and fifty
feven thoufand. There were commonly kept in Rome
€ve hundred Gladiaters, a thoufand Bears, and a

kundred Liozs. There were always Five hundred
Men
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Men employed in looking after the Aqueduc?s, and
Baths of Rome.

When Cyneas, the Ambaffador of Pyrrbas, had view’d
the City round, and was afk’d what he thought of Rome;
He anfwerd, 1think all Rome is but One Temple 5 (for
there were above Four hundred in the City) Her Senate
is an Affembly of Kings s She is the Beauty of the awhole
Earth: The Floaver of Marnkind davell within ber Walls,

Zeidi, This was the State, this the Grandeur and
Magnificence of Pagan Rome. But fince the Incur-
fions of the Goths and Pandals, the Lombards, Hunns,
and other Barbarous Nations of the North, Rome's
Glory is eclips’d, her Honour laid ’th> Daft. Where-
as before, fhe lifted up her ftately Creft on Seven high
Hills, now fhe is fain to floop, being humbly feated
in the Plzin of Campus Martius s being not by a fifth
Part fo large as formerly, nor yet fo populous.

All over Italy, thou wilt meet with Reliques of the
Ancient Roman Majefly and Greatnefs. And, in fome
Places, thou mayeft encounter Perfons of great Ex-
traction, but very poor, who may not unfitly be call’d
the Ruins of Ancient Nobility : Such as the Marquifles
of Ceva, the Earls of Piacenza, and the Kingits of
Bologna, who are become the Proverb of liluftrious
Poverty. Such alfo are the Counts of Lufigniani:
Three of whom were once feen upon a Fig-Tree,
eating the Figs to keep ’em from flarving. And
many Jtalian Lords get their Livelihoods by felling
of Ptifans, Lemonades, Effences, Powders, and other
Refrefhments to the Gentry. Yet they are proud,
and when any one addrefles to them, he muft entitle
them, Moft excellent, Maff illufirious, or elfe they will
frown, and be affronted. ,

Zeidi, If ever it be thy Fortune to be made a Lord,
I pray Heaven give thce an Eftate anfwerable to the
Title: For a Lord without Rickes, is like a Soldier
without Arms, very ridiculous.

Paris, vs5¢h of the 4t Moon,
of the Year 1671.
LETTER
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LETTER X
o Dgnet Oglou.

T HIS Day fomething happen’d to me very
prodigious, and I know not what to make of
1. About the Hour of Quindinamafs, I was fuddenly
taken with firange Fits of Vomiting : My Stomach
was in a Prodgal, or rather a'Philsfophical Humour ;
refolving to catt off all Superfluities, and only retain
what was neceffary to its Eafe and Welfare in this
Life. I laboured under a Thoufand horrid Agonies,
which made me fear, that either an Jmpoftbume was
the Caufe of fuch violent Convalfons; or at leaft,
that they would eud in opening the inward Sluices
of my Blood, by too much forcing of the Peforal
Veins. .

Whilft T was bufied thus with fad Prefages of a

fudden Death (for I dread to be fo unawares thruft
out of the World), I long’d and paffionately lan-
guithed for an Arabran Orange.
. It happen’d at the fame Time, my Mother Ox-
¢cbomicke, Daria, and Eliachim the Feaw, were with
me in my Chamber, and had been there an Hour,
they all' ftood at the Window to fee a Procefion that
\vas going by. But when they heard the ftraining
Noife I made, immediately they ran to my Bed-fide,
as Human Nature, Curiofity, or Paffion, ules to prompt
in fuch like Cafes.

With a faint broken Voice, I told them what I
with'd for; Eliackim forthwith gave Order to his
Boy, that waited in an Anti-chamber, to run yith
fpeed, and buy the beft Arabian Oranges he could find.

The arch young Lad was gone full Thirteen Mi-
nutes by my Watch, and then return'd with half a
Dozen Oranges of Spain, (for he could get no other)
but Heawen, as I have reafon to think, fupply’d his
' Negli-

v g -
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Negligence, and unfuccefsful Mercating. For long
before he came with that favre crabbed Fruit, Daria
fpy’d an Orange of Arabia on the Table.

No Body knew from whence it came, or what
kind Hand had laid it there. They were all equal
Witneffes, That there was no fuch Thing upon the
Table when they came to tte Bed-f.de, nor a
confiderzble Time afterward : and when it was fug-
gefted, that fome of the Company had privately
convey’d it thither, whillt the reft were looking
another way ;5 Eliachim with' folemn Vows and Im-
precations clear’d himfelf ; fo did Daria, and my Mo-
ther. As for my felf, they all were f{enfible, it was
impoflible for me to do it, as Ilay in iy Bed. A
general Aftonifhment poflefls’d us all 5 and the Wo-
men would reeds have it to be a Miracl, whilft I
greedily eat the Delicious Fruit, mot troubling my -
Thoughts with making endlels Scrutinies, or fo much
as caring which way it came there, fo longas 1 had
the Evjoyment of it.

Yet I ceafed to be thus indifferent, when I per-
ceived my Malady on a fudden removed by cating of
this awondrous Orange. And whereas I had lain for
Six whole Days and Nights in a continual faint and
languifhing Condition, not able to get down a Mor-
fel of Bread, now my Spirits grew britk and frefh
I feemed like one transformed, or in anoher World.
My Stomuach revived, my almoft diffipated Vigoux
rally’d, and I rofe chearfully to eat a hearty Supper.
Thefe Things, I muft confels, put me, as well as
the reft of the Company, upon thinking.

I tell thee, upon the ftriteft Examination pofii
ble, I am very well fatisfied, that theré could be no
Defign or Trick in the Cafe: For if there were, no
body would be guilty of {fo many repeated horrid
Perjuries in denying it: But every one rather would
have been forward to own themfelves the Inftruments
of thus happily and unexpedtedly refcuing a poor fick
Man from the very Jaws of Death: For I was juft
then ready to expire, .

' ' Whether
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Whether there be a Magick in the Strength of a
Man’s Fancy at fuch Times; and that through the
intenfe Agitation of his exalted Spirits, he moves
the Soul of the Univerfe by Sympathy, to exert fome
of its hidden and uncommon Faculties, and gratify
his neceflary Defires: Or whether there be an Order
of Officions Beings invifible about us, who have the
Charge of Mortals committed to them, and are bound
by the Laws of their conceal’d Kingdoms to afliit
us in Extremities, even to the Hei.ht of a feeming
Miracle, where it cannot be done without, I know
not. But ’tis certain, any obferving Man may take
notice of fome extaordinary Paffages in the Courfe
of his Life, of which he can give no Rational Ac-
count, but muft be forc’d to put them on the Score
of Preternatural Canfes.  Such is our Ignorance of
the fecnet Operations of Nature,

All the Compai y were ready to lift me among the
Prophets 3 or in the Catalogue of Saints, for this ftu-
pendious Occurrence.  But I had other Thoughts
of my Self. For comparing this with fome former
Occurrences cf my Life, I prefently concluded,
'twas the Fere-runrer of fome” grand, but fhort
Affli@tion: And fo I told them all

I believe, my Dgnet, that God will hedge me in
with divers Kinds of adverfe Circumftances: He
will rufh vpon me on a fudden, like a Troop of
Tartar Horfe, who f{wiftly fpread themfelves all'
round the affrighted ‘Country, and take Poflefiion
of the Roads and Pafles. They hunt the confcious
Infidels from Dens and Caves, and other lurking
Places in the Woods and Mountains : None can efcape
their Chaftifement and Revenge. So my prefaging
Soul foretels fome fad furprizing Inroads from the
Ounnipotent.

That which I have to do in this Cafe, is to make
fpeedy Expiations for my paft Security and Prefump-
tion, to repair the ruin’d Faftneffes of Virtue, and
build new ones where they are wanting; to keep
ftrong Guards, and, laftly, to retire my felf into a

moft
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moft profound Humility, and Compliance with the
Will of Ged ; which is the ftrongeft Fortrefs in Time
of a Divine Invafion.

Paris, 234 of the 6t Maon,
of the Year 1671.

LETTER XIL

70 Sephat Abercromil, Vanni Effendi,
Preacher o the Sultan.

<] *HE Charaéer and Fame of thy exemplary Life
and profound Doélrine, tho® ftudioufly con-
ceal’d and fupprefs’d by thy felf, have yet madea for-
cible Eruption, and fill’d the Mufulman Kingdoms
with the fragrant Odour of thy incomparable Piety
and Virtue. Even thefe remote and Infidel Regions
of the W7, are edify’d by thy facred Rules and In-
ftitations of a Spiritual Life. The Nazarene Priefls
and Doors begin to harbour Emulations of thy Sa»c-
tity, fince they have feen no fairer Draught of true
acceptable Re/igion, than what the Chaplains to the
French Ambaffadors at the Porte have copied from thy
Principles, and recommend to their Friends among
the Clergy of France. Infomuch as Francis Malevella,
a blind Ecclefraflick, but an Argus in the Sciences, has
publickly efpoufed thy Theorems and Prattices ;
having in Print, now lately undertaken the Patronage -
of a contemplative Life, fo much infifted on by thee,
to which the College of Sorbonre have alfo given their
Approbation.
That excellent Man, tho' he has loft the Ufe of his

Corporcal Eyes, yet has a Soul transform’d all over
into
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into Light, by which he clearly can furvey the vaft
myfterious Horizon of the Invifible World, and pe-
netrate the moft reclufe and hidden Secrets of Eternity.
"The Age is ravifhed with the Book he publifhed : He
has Ten Thoufand Profelytesamong the Roman Priefis
and Derwvifes.  None but the Fefuits and Dominicans
oppofe him.

The former of thefe Orders is grown odious
throughout Chriffendom, for the impious Dofrines
they maintain, and the enormous Crimes they have
committed : Being notorious Boutefew’s, Traytors,
Hypocrites, and fecret Libertines. Their Colleges
are efteemed the Shops and Forges of Sedition,
Faltion, publick Animofities, Broils, and Wars, with
all the Mifchief that is done in Europe. The latter
are nof lov’d in France, becaufe they are generally
chofen Officers of the Inguifition: Which inhuman
Judicature was firk projected by St Dominick theig
Founder, in order to exterminate the Moors from
Spain. There is a natural and irreconcileable Anti-
pathy between the French and Spaniards. They mu
tually abhor each others Cufloms, Laws, and Hu-
mours: But.above all the French can never be re-
conciled to that Znfernal Court, which tyrannizes
over the Souls of Men, and punifhes them for
Thoughts. It is an equal Crime to {peak, or to be
filent; To pray, or not; to go to Church, or fay at
Home, provided you are rich. ’Tis Wealth the
Inquifitors aim at, not the pretended Safety and De-
liverance of the Church from Enemies and Re-
bels.

Therefore the Dominicans and Fefuits being look’d
upon as Favourites and Patrons of the Inguifizion, and
for that Reafon hated by the French; in vain they ar-
gued againft Malevella’s new reform’d Model of Inte-
rior Religion, which is but a2 Tranflation of the Ori-
ginal Dogmata laid down by thee. Thy refin’d Sen-
timents are rolifick, as the Solar Beams, which by
inefiable Increafes, propagated themfelves without di-
minithing the Illuflrious Fountain, - Each bright and

fertile
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fertile Atom, by a miraculous Emanation, begets
another; they multiply by admirable progreffive Iffue
and Expanfion from every Point of the refulgent
Centre, till every fplendid Particle becomes a Ray
of equal Length, and all together produce an entire’
Orb of Light. Thus thy ferene ldeas of Religion
dilate themfelves thro’ this dark Side of the World,
as faft as they illuminate the Mufulman Hemifphere.
The honefter Sort of I7eflern Franks arc already, by
a Demi-Metamorphofis, grown half Makometans, capi-
tolating with their Prepofleflions, Prejudices, and the
Force of Education for the reft. '

They go to Church, but not to babble over a
Thoufand vain Taxtolsgies, which are taught them
by their Priefls, and to enfure their Memory, are
printed in their Pocket Manuals, or Books of Prayer:
Nor do they number a long Series of the fame re-
peated Oraifons on Beads, or ufe any other exterior
Form of blind and lame Devotion: Bat with in-
ward Recolle&ion, Silence, Purity, and fervent Ap-
plication of the Spirit, they addrefs themfelves to
God ; or rather by a certain gradual Paffivenefs, Ob-
livion of outward Things, and dying to themfelves,
they prepare and fit their Scx/s for the Divine Ap-
proaches: Thus having barricado’d up their Senfes,
and made Retrenchments round the Centre of the
Mind, to fecure it from the laft Invafion and Aflault
of Mundane Objefts; thither they retire, defiring
Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint Cow-
ardice, or timorous Apoftacy, and furrender to the
World.

Thefe People undergo at certain Times, ftrange
Drynefles, Defertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which
are the Torments that compofe the moft fevere and
painful Martyrdoms. A common Death, or any
violent Diflolution of the Body, is but the Recreation,
Sport, or Play of Nature, when compar’d with thefe
tremendous, tragical and dark Annihilations of the
Seul. A Man at fuch a Seafon feems to be reduced
to an Eccrnal Gatafirophe. His Spirit defcends, and

is

-
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is engulph’d in the Abyfs of Hel/; or Hell comes
up to him, and yawning with its horrid Dragon’s
Jaws, murders the Sox/ with baneful and infernal
Breath. Yet this they find to be the only near di-
reQteft Way to Heaver. 'This is the myftick Fence,
the Ditch, Baftion, and Counterfcarp of Paradife.
He that would fcale the Wall, or enter by the Gates of
Eden, muft firlt pafs through thefe terrible Outworks.
This is the ftraight and narrow Bridge over which
each Soul muft pafs, that would attain immortal
Life. Mofes, JFefus, Mabomet, and all the Mefen-
gers of God, have pointed at this as the only Way to
our fupreme Felicity. Neither was it unknown to
the Ancient Poets and Philofophers among the Gen-
tiles. Orpbeus and Hefiod recommended it in their
myflterious Verfe. Empedocles, Tbeophraflus, Plato,
Plotinus, Porplyry, Famblicus, with many others,
improved the Sacred Revelation, adding new Lights
unto the bleft Difcovery. And if we take the Hiftory
in a right Senfe, unlefs I am deceived, Socrates died
a Martyr to this important Truth. Many of the
learned Hebreav Rabbi’s have afferted it. The Perfiax
and Arabian Doctors, before and fince the Holy Flight,
have been its Advocates : And let not Envy refufe to
give fome of the Chriftian Prigfts their due Ac-
knowledgment, who preach’d this Doétrine in the
primitive Aflemblies, taught it in the publick
Schools, and enfured it to Pofterity in Learned Ma-
nufcripts.  Such were Origen and Ammonius, Cle-
mens of Alexandria, Simplicius, Chryfsftom, Tertullian,
Augufiin : And in more modern Times, Thomas
Aguinas, Marfilius Ficinus, Bonaventyre, with many
others.

And ’tis efteem’d the Height of Indian Religion to
this Day ; the Bramins delivering it as an Hereditary
Article of Faith, and Point of Pradlice, from im-
memorable Ages. Since therefore all Regions in the.
World agree in this, notwithftanding their other ce-

remonial and fpeculative Differences; doubtlefs it
is



Vol. VII. @ Spy at PARris. 169

is the Voice and Will of God, not the Contrivance
or Irnovation of Man.

Reverend Effend:, it is a common Proverb among
the Chriftians, That wherefoever Gop has a Temple,
the Devil has a Chapel. That cunning Spirit. like
a Serpent, winds himfelf into outward Forms and
Ceremonies of Devotion.  But he that builds a Mafgue
in the Centre of his Soul, may bid Defiance to 7agos :
For that's the Throne of Gop, near which the Denon
cannot appreach.

May thou and I, live always fkreen’d behind our
felves ; for in that dark Recefs from vifible Things,
the Eternal lives to manifet his otherwife invifible
Light. Adieu.

Paris, 17¢h of the 6th Moox,
of the Year 1670.

LETTER XIL
‘To Cara Hali, Phyfician 2 the Grand

Signior.

FTER all my Scepticifms, I at this Hour be-

lieve, there is fomething of us remains im-
mortal and incorruptible, when cur groffer Bodies
are diffolved. Cail it what you will; an Aftral
Body, a Ghoft, a Spirit, or any Thing elfe: I am
fenfible fome Part of us will never die.  What figni-
fies the vain Difpute of Words, the dark Refolves of
Plate’s Cave ?  Let it be Subflance or Accident, Mat-"
ter or Form, or a Refult of all; There is itill a cer-
tain Portion of our Nature, again{t which the Strokes
of Death, and of ten hundred thoufand Deaths,
can never prevail. We may be changed indeed ;
and nafquerade it up and down, perhaps through
J 1 1n-
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infinite Worlds, in fo many different Difguifes; But
we can never be annihilated, or made nothing. We
cannot be excluded from the eternal Lift of Atoms.
The Lofs or Abfence of the leaft Particle from the Uni-
verfe, would either caufe the loudeft never-ending
Thurders and Lightnings, or an everlafting Silence,
Sullennefs, and Darknefs. This mighty aggregate
and ftupendous Heap of Beizgs would fall to Ru-
in, if there were the leaft Vacuum, or the fmalleft
Mite miffing.. . Steal but the moft indivifible Atom
from the reft, and down comes all the Fabrick ; For
one {upports another by an infeparable Adhefion, re-
ciprocal Congruity, and mathematical Fitnefs. They
are fo cunningly hitch’d and knit together, fo clofely
faften’d and indented each with other, by the origi-
nal Art, or Chance, which formed the World, that
all the Motions of this grand Machire wonld at an
Inftant ftop, in fuch a Cafe: as does a Watch, when
the leaft Tooth is miffing from any one of the conti-
guous Wheels. Every Thing in Nature is full and
pregnant. Neither can there be any other Empti-
nefs fave what we think we fee in Bottles, or other
hollow Vefiels, which, when they are void of Wa-
ter, Wine, or other Liquor, it is but to be
cramm’d brimfull of Air; which Element infinuates
and crowds itfelf into each diminutive -Cranny,
Chink, and Pore of groffer Subftances; So if the
airy Atoms have any Hollownefles in them, the fmal-
left Vacancy poffible is fill fupplied with its full
Meafure of the pure Erber; and that again with
{fome Matter more refined, if fuch there be; or elfe
it drinks full Draughts of immaterial Effences.  And
by fuch a fubordinate Gradation, human Sox/s, though
in themfelves perhaps, pure incorporeal Spirits, are
yet faften’d and cemented to our Bodies. Thus is one
Being fucceflively, and eternally, either a Syringe, or
Spoage to another. The Elements inebriate one ano-
ther by Turns: An univerfal Epicarifm and Drank-
ennefs reigns. .

Se
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So the hot Stomach of the Earth, parch’d with
inward mineral Fires, greedily guzzles down the
very Salt unpalatable Lees of the Sea, rather than be
a-dry: with a thoufand thoufand gaping Throats, it
gulps the Beverage which Aeprure’s deep and migh-
ty Cellar runs withal.: It pants, and fucks eternally,
the thick ropy Settlements of the Ocear’s Bottom.
Thefe are diftili'd again in hidden Limbecks, Cylin-
ders, and other chemical Veflels below, that fo the

gaping Channels on the Superficies, may be conftant-
" ly fupplied with more refin’d Liquor, through the
Springs and Fountains : and yet the Globe not having
quench’d its Thirft with this perpetual Draught, con-
tinually fips up the Rain, a Liquor more fublime
and pure than all the reft. But this is only cn cer-
tain Holy-days of Fate, when the Celeftial Powers,
the Planets, Stars, and Conftellations, order a Da-
nalma for the vegetable Race below, to refrefh the
Herbs, the Corn, and Trees, with Banquets from the
Clouds. Then the big-bellied Tuns above are roll’d out
of their hidden Store-houfes, and broach’d; the Con-
duits of the upper Region fpout and run with plea-
tiful Showers and Catara&s of Nature’s feminal
Juige, the radical all-chearing Ne&ar of Heaven.
Thé greedy Soil imbibes the facred ftrong Cafiad: s
each joyful Turf is frolickfome, and fwallows down
large Bumpers of the eleemofynary Wine. Whilft the
le it dry and crumbling Lump of the late fainting
Glebe, has Drops and Supernaculuins enough to re-
" vel on; till ‘party-colour’d Iris, the Majar-Domo of
thefe yearly Fefivals, perceiving the terder Sceds
and Roots are well-nigh fuddled with what at fecond-
hand they have exhauited from the over-laden Greund,
makes her Appearance in the Clouds, invitirg all
the Guefls to a fplendid Collation of warm Beams
and Rays, with which the Saz is minded to regale
them.

A grateful, foft and chearful Noife was heard
throughout the Room before. The Earth and Air
werc in a merry Humour. *Well pleas’d with the

Iz De-
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Debauch, they would have fat till Morning at it, be-
ing loth to leave their Liquor behind ’em, or change
it for dry Meat. But at the Sight of Iris every one
changed Countenance ; an univerfal Murmur ran
throughout the Ha//; they were forry thus to be baulk-
ed in the midft of their Mirth : "Till courtly Zephyrs
come with their foft Compliments, and tell ’em, it
is neceflary for their-Eafe and Health: Then are
the Tuns and Bottles removed, with all the drunk-
en Tackle. The Table foon is {pread, and cover'd
with a rich Courfe of glittering Charges, fent from
Pharbus.

That fponging Planet only lives by Bantering and
Wheedles. The illuftrious Figure he makes i'th’
‘World, is always borrowed. He never wore a fafhi-
onable Drefs in's Life, but what he took up by Tally
from the firft Source of Lights :- For which he's
bound to pay fo vaft an Intereft, that he would ne-
ceflarily become a Bankrupt, did he not repair his
broken Fortune, by playing Tricks upon the Earth.
Thus whilft he mocks this fublunary World with
his pretended Treats, he makes it pay for all with
coflly Exhalations. He plunders the Elements, picks
the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the T'reafures of
the Sea ; Nor can he forbear filching fomething from
the Air; and when he has ftolen enough, he flinks
away i'th’ Dark, and flies to the other Side of the
Globe; there to commence new Shams and Cheats
upon the Aatipodes. And all the while, the Stars
are full as bad as he: For like a brave High-way-
man, that Luminary frequents the publick Way of
Heaven by Day ; he robs in open Sight of all the
‘World, and leaves a generous Fiaticun where-ever
he borrows any thing. But the Stars, thofe little
Bullies of the Sky, are perfe&t Night-Pads, Shop-lifts,
and Skarpers 5 they fkulk about i’th’ Dark, through
all the private Aleys of the Firmament, and commit a
thoufand Murders, Rapes, and other Violences. Some
of their Apeds are as venomous as the fatal Eyes of
Bafilifes 3 they carry divers kinds of mortal Poifons

in
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in their Looks, which they difperfe at random in this
lower World. They ftrew the Earth with Hemlocks,
Aconites, and other baneful Weeds. They alfo fcatter
up and down the more contagious Seeds of Envy, A-
varice, and a thoufand black infernal Vices, which
take root in hunman Souls, at our Nativities; and
growing up with us, in time bring forth the fatal
Fruits of Death. The ugly Race of Dragons, Ser-
pents, Crocodiles, and all the reptile Generations, with
every thing that’s hideous, cruel, and deftru&tive on
the Globe, derive their Natures, Qualities, Forms,
and Difpofitions, from fome malignant Stars or Con=
Sfiellations, if Aftrologers fay true. So do the fiak
Monflers of the waf Abyfs ; and every Bird of borrible
Figure flying in the Air. They're 2ll the Brood,
the Emiffaries, Spies, and Agents of the Powers a-
bove, fent down on thievilh Errands, to prey on
other Animals, more innocent than themfelves,

There is an eternal Claufe in Nature, whillt every
thing is either on the Hunt or Flight. Thus Heawea
purloins from Earth, and that from Heawven again.
When we are firft conceiv’d, our wandricg Sexls are
catched, as in a well-bated Trap. And when we
die, ’tis but the Sox/’s Efcape from one Snare to be
foon trapann’d into another. Perhaps a buman Body
may be our Prifon again; or we may be attrafted
by fome more agreeable Embryo. This magnetick Star
may draw us up to Heawven, or the wide Jaws of all-
devouring Orcus may fwallow us down into the hun-
gry Paunch of Hell, which Gop avert.

Learned Haly, let not thou and I be too follicitous
about thefe Things: For all our timerous Forecafls
are in vain. But confidering the fecret Magnetifms
difperfed throughout the Univerfe, and that every
thing attrafls its Like, let us take care to qualify
our felves with celeftial Habits and Difpofitions ; and
then we cannot fail of being drawn up to Paradife.

Paris, 2d of the gth Moon,
of the Year 1671. 1
Ij LETTER
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: LETTER XIIL
To the Mufti.

¥ N Obedierce to thy Commands, I fhall now pro-
ceed, in relating the moft memorable Tranfaétions
.of former Ages, during the four Great Monarchies ;
obferving thy Inftru&tions, not to be prolix, or over-
curious in tracing down the particular Succeflions of
Kings and Princes ; but rather to relate the Ations
of lgamous Men, the wife Sayings of the Ancients,
with fuch other. Remarks, as may be at once delight-
ful and inftruftive.
*Twill be no Breach of this Rule, to begin where
I lefc off in my former Letter, with the Death of
Darius, and Succeflion of Xerxes, his younger Son ;
there being fomething of Nicety in the Plea be-
tween him and his elder Brother Artebazenes for
- the Crown ; For this laid Claim to it on the Account
of his Primogeniture: But in regard he was born
before Darixs was made King, the Succeflion was
determin’d in Favour of Xerxes, who had a double
Adsantage, in being begot by a crown’d King, and
born of Atefh, the Daughter of Cyras, who firlt
eftablifh’d this Monarchy.
. As foon as Xerxes was fettled in the Throme, he
led an Army into Egyps, and fupprefled the Infor-
re@ions in that Country. Then he ficted out a Fleet
of 4200 Ships, on board of which were above five
hundred thoufand Men. He had a Land Army.
alfo confifting of Two millions and five hundred
thoufand Soldiers, of feveral Nations. With this
vaft Multitude he march’d againft the Grecians s and
to facilitate the Voyage of his Fleet, he caufed one
Part of his Army to dig a Paflage through Mount
Athos, whereby the Sea was let in, and the Ships
might fail two a-brealt ; whilit another part of the
Soldiefs
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Soldiers were employed in building a Bridge of Boats
over the Hellefpent. No fooner was this done, but

there arofe a vehement Tempeft; which fo difcom-
" pofed thofe narrow Seas, that between the Winds
and \Waves, the Boats which made this Bridge were
all difperfed, broken, and caft away.

This fo incenfed Xerxes, that he commanded the
Sea to be fcourged with Whips, and a Chain to be
thrown into it, as a Mark of its future Subje&ion.
He allo beheaded thofe who buile the Bridge, and
caufed others to make a new one. -~

Here one of Xerxes’s Eunuchs, and a particular
Favourite of the King, fent for a Grecian of the
Ifle of Chios, who had formerly deprived him of
the Evidences of his Firility. And the old Man com-
ing with his Sons to wait on this great Courtier, the
Eunuch caufed him firft to caftrate his own Sons, and
afterwards forced them to do the fame by their Father,
in Reverge of his own Lofs and Difgrace.

From hence Xerxes marched with his Army by
the Place where once ftood the famous Town of
Troy, went in Pﬂ‘grimage to the Tomb of King Pri-
amus 3 where he facrificed ten Hecatombs of Oxen to
the Ghofts of the ancient Heroes, and to the Divinity
of the River of Scamander, which his Soldlers drank
dry, and yet half of them had not quench’d their
Thirft. )

After this, he came to the Hellefpont, where taking
a Survey of all his Land and ‘Sea-Forces, which
cover’d the Hellefpont, and all the neighbouring Shores ;
and contemplatir.g the Shortnefs of Man’s Life ; and
that of {o innumerable a Multitude, not one fhould
be alive at an hundred Years End, he wept bitterly.

Then having facrificed to the Sun, for the good
Succefs of his Expedition, he caufed all his Army to
pafs over the Hellefpont by his Bridge of Boats; after
which, they drank their Way through another River,
which had not Water enough to fatisfy half his Men
and Cattle : For his Army increafed all the Way, by
the Acceflions of Seldicrs out of every Nation through

I 4 which
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which he paffed. Yet Leonidas, King of Sparta, with
a fmall Body of 4000 Lacedenmnians, gave Battle to
the whole Army of Xerxes. And in a Sea-Fighe at
Salamis, the Perfians loft 500 Ships, with a confider-
able Part of their Army; which, with other Dif-
afters, or Sicknefs, Famine, &¢. fo terrified this great
Monarch, that he pofted back again as faft as he could,
by the Way of the Hellefpont, which he croffed in a
poor Fifher-Boat all alone, leaving Mardonius to pur-
fue the Wars in Greece. But an ill Fate attended their
Arms ; for at Platea the Grecians fet upon them un-
der Paufanias their General, and routed the whole
Army, killing above two hundred thoufand of them
upon the Spot, and burning their Camp and Navy.

Xerxes hearing thefe ill Tidings, fled towards his
own Country ; and by the Way fet Fire to the Tem-
ples of the Gods of Babylon, and other Parts of 4fia,
fparing none but that magnificent Fane at Epbefus,
which was renown’d throughout the whole World,
© About this time died Pagapates, the faithful Eu-
nuch of Darius, who had pafled feven whole Years
mourning at the Tomb of his Mafter.

I muft not omit the Treachery of Paufanias, the
Lacedemonian General, who held a private Corre-
fpondence with Xerxes. And having been twice ac-
cufed of Treafon, and as often acquitted, was the
third Time difcovered by a Boy, whom he kept as
his Minion ; and by the Sentence of the Epkori, was
ftarved to Death.

Thou haft forbidden me to augment the Bulk of
thefe hiftorical Letters, with Glofles, or Remarks of
my own, or elfe it were a proper Occafion to put
thy Holinefs in mind, how great a Value ought to be
fet on a faithful Man; and let Nature itfelf plead my
Excuofe for entrenching on thy Orders, whilft I vin-
dicate my felf from the Calumnies of the Envious ;
and beg of thee to reft affured, That no Man on
Earth can be truer to his Truft, than the Arabian
Slave Mabmus.

Bot
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But to return to Xerxes. He was unfaithfully dealt
with by the Captain of his Guard; who by the
Affiftance of Spamitres the King’s Chamberlain,
and feven other Confpirators, killed him in his Bed’
with his eldeft Son Darius, and crowned Artaxerxes
in his ftead. .

To him fled Themifloces the Athenian, who was
fufpefted a Partner in the Treafon of Paufanias.
The King received him into his Favour, and made
him Governor of a Province, adding the Gift of
five great Cities, to furnifh him with Money for the
Expences of his Table and Wardrobe. And this the
King did, not as a Reward or Encouragement of
Treafon, (from which he knew Themiflocles was
free, being falfly accufed by the Athenians,) but he
heaped thofe Honours on him, as a Debt to the
Merits of that once illuftricus Enemy, now become
a Friend, and fecking Shelter in the Perfan King-
dom, from the barbarous Ingratitude of his own
Countrymen; who, for all his eminent Services to
Greece, could think of no better Acknowledgment,
than to put to death as a Traytor, the braveft and
wifeft Captain of that Age.

Not long after this, the Perfrans Joft two hundred
Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Grecians, and were
routed at Land by a Stratagem of Cimon, the Gre-
cian General, who after the Naval Vi&ory, put his
Men on Board the Perfian Veflels which he had ta-
ken, and apparelling them in the Garments of the
Perfian Captives, landed them near the Enemies Camp
in Pamphylia ; who taking them for Friends, fuffer-
ed them to enter their Trenches without Jealoufy ;
and fo were all flaughter’d, except a few, who ef-
caped by the Swiftnefs of their Horfes.

About this time, Pericles was made Prince of A-
thens, of whom I made mention in my former Let-
ters.  And Themiffocles being made General of the
Perfran Army, and fent againft the Grecians 3 rather
than fight agzinft his Country, or betray the Caufe
of his new Mafler, became 2 voluntary Vi€lim to his

1s .own
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own Integrity and Honour : For, facrificing a Bull
in his March, he drank off a Bowl of the Blood,
and fell down dead at the Foot of the Altar.

. The next War the Perfians were engaged in, was
with Egypr; where in a Battle near Memphis, they
loft an hundred thoufand Men. But fending frefh
Recruits, they dried up the River Nil, where the
HAthenian Fleet, confederate with the Egjyptians, lay
at Anchor. Which fo amazed the Egyptians, that
they made their Peace with them: And the Arbe-
nians fet their own Shins on Fire, in number 200,
and returned Rome with Difgrace, when they had
been fix Years in Egypr. And after this, a Peace
was concloded between the Perfians, and thofe of
Greece. And in the fifth Year of the 8th Olympiad,
which foon followed, there was an univerfal Peace
throughout the World, which continued till the firft
Year of the 87th Olympiad, at what time began the
Pelsponnefian War.

In the 4th Year of the 88th Olympiad, Arraxerxes
died, and his Son Xerxes was invefted with the
Crown. * But at a Year’s End, being overcome with
Wine, and falling afleep in a Place where no Guard
was kept, his Brother Secundianus, with the Help of
an Eunuch, murder’d kim, and took the Government
on himfelf. He alfo was foon after difpatched by his
Brother Darius.

- Lover-run whole, Qlympiads, without mentioning
any Thing, fave the Tranfallions which made moft
Noife in thofe Times. Bat I am unwilling to flip
the Reign of any Xing, though-I fpeak but two
Words of it, that fo thon mayeft have a perfe&
Idea of their Succefiion.
. During the whole Series of Dariuvs's Reign, Hi-
ftory mentions nothing remarkable, but,is taken up
in relating the litle Quarrels, and Reconcilia-
tions of feveral Provinces in Greecs, fome private
Treaties between the Perfian Governors of Leffer
Afia and thofe of Peloponnefus, and the Ovettures of
Peuce bitween the Lacedemonians and the Peg/ia;.r,
‘ toe
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the End of the Peloponnefian War, with fuch othey
Paflages, as would be too tedious for a Letter.

I will only rehearfe a memorable Saying of Da-

rius, on his Death-bed, to his eldeft Son Artaxerxes,
who was to fucceed him in the Throne. The Prince
being affured by the Royal Phyficians, that his Fa-
ther’s End drew near, thus addrefled Darius: ¢ My
¢ Father, fince it is the Will of the Gods to take
you from Earth, into their own bleffed Society,
and that you have been pleafed, with the Confent
of the Nobles, to declare me your Succeflor in
the Kingdom ; 'tell me, I befeech you, by what
Methods of Pelicy you have govern’d this Empire
thefe nineteen Years, that fo I may follow your
Example.’ To whom the King reply’d; ¢ My Son,
be affur’d, That if my Reign has been blefled with
greater Succefs and Peace, than thofe of my Pre-
deceflors, ’tis becaufe in all Things I have honour-
ed the immortal Gods, and done Juftice to every
Man.
As foon as Arraxerxes was poflefied of the Crown,
he fent for his Brother Cyrys, and put him in Ma-
nacles of Gold, with Defign to make him privately
away ; but at the Interceflion of his Mother, he releafed
him again, and reftor’d him to his Government of
Lydia.

About this Time, Plato the Philofopher being
very young, gave an early Specimen of a ripe Wit,
in comforting Antimachus the Poet, who loft the
Garland in a Conteft with Niceratus, at the Lyfan-
drian Feaft.. For when he beheld the Poet extremes
ly vex’d at the Ignorance and Partiality of Lyfander,
who knew not how to diftinguith between his lofty
Meafures, and the flat Rhimes of his Antagonift;
Plato bid him be of good Courage: For, faid he,
his Iynorance no more diminifbes thy Knowledge, than
a blind Manw's mifiaking thee for another, awould deprive
thee of thy Sight.

When Cyrus was return’d to his Government he
plotted to depofe his Brother; and to win Lyander

16 1)
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to his Party, he prefented him with a Ship built all
of Gold and Ivery. Akibiades, the famous Athe-
mian Captain perceiving this, defign'd to give Ar-
taxerxes motice of his Brother’s Treafon : But by
the Way he was murthered himfelf by fome Sol-
diers, hired for that Purpofe by Lyfander ; who yet
durft not fet upon him in the Day-time, when he
was armed in his own Defence, but in the Night
fer his Houfe on Fire; and as he was efcaping thro’
the Flames and Smoke, they, lying in Ambuth, fhot
him dead with Arrows.

However, Ariaxerxes quickly became fenfible of

his Brother’s Defigns ; and raifing an Army of Nine
hundred theufand Men, gave him Battle not far from
Babylon. In the Fight he was wounded by Cyrus;
but after a hot Difpute, Cyrus was kill'd, and 4r-
taxerxes got the Vidory.
- Parifatis, the Mother of Cyrus, to revenge the
Death of her Son, caufed thofe that wounded him
to be kill'd with lingring Torments; and inviting
Queen Statira the Wife of Artaxerxes to a Feaft,
fhe divided the Bird Réindaces afunder with a Knife
poifoned on cne Side, and gave the venomed Part to
Statira, eating the other herfelf. Upon which, the
Queen died in horrible Anguifh and Torture.

The famous Deeds of many Heroes are alfo re-
-corded, during the Reign of this drtaxerxes; as of
Hgefilaus, King of the Spartans; Iphicrates, Phar-
nabazus, Tiffapberres, and Tiribazas, Perfans, with
Conon the Atbenian. But fearing to intrench on thy
-Patience, I content my felf with only mentioning
their Names, and fo finith my ‘Letter with the Con-
clufion of Artaxerxes’s Life, who died of Grief
for the Death of his Son Arfames, whom Ochus, his
Brother, had caufed to be murthered out of Envy and
Jealoufy, becaufe his Father doated on him.

If I have not anfwered thy Expe&ation in this Let-
ter, blame not me, but the Hiltorians, from whom
T have collefted thefe Paflages; or accufe the Men

-of that Age, that they did not perform greater Ac-
: tions.
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tions. However, in the next thou fhalt hear of the
Birth and Life of a great Prophet, even Alexander,
the Conqueror of all Afiz. Inthe mean Time, I
plunge my felf in the Ideas of the Duft thou tread-
eft on, and fhrinking into an Abftra&t of Humility,
I bid thee Adieu. .

Paris, 2d of the gth Moon,
of the Year 1671.

The END of the Third Book,

LETTERS
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LETTER L

To Pefteli Heli, bis Brother, Mafter
of the Cuftoms, and Superintendent
of the Arfenal a¢ Conftantinople.

L GOV Kno t well, whether it is my
& 114 w no , ¥
-'*Q ”%7{‘; Part to be forry or glad, when I hear
@gg. thy Son is wild and prodigal 3+ that he

4%, is amorous, and very much addifted
%9 # to frolick with Women, Wine, and
wSAEe/IS Mulick s that he frequents the Baths,
and Play-houfes, on purpofe to make fome Interet
for
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for his Love, that he may fometimes get a Sight of
beantiful Ladies, and have the Pleafure of being ad-
mitted into their Company ; that he haonts the
Society of Foreign Merchants, the Houfes of Chri-
ftian Ambafladors, and infinuates himfelf into the Ac-
quaintance and Familiarity of all Travellers who make
any Figure in the Impenal City.

I proteft, it feems difficult in my Opinion to de-
termine, whether thou thy felf hatt Reafon to be
grieved at all this, or not rather to rejoice, asata
Prefage of his future good Fortune, fince it is a ma-
nifeft Argument of the Greatnefs of his Soul: And
let that alone to work out its own Way to Happi-
nefs. Never check a generous Spirit : For fuch are
full of the Divinity. 'They arethe Eagles, the Lions,
the Kings and Princes of the Earth.” Their Veins
flow with facred Blood : Their Nerves itrat with
the Milk of Paradife. A thoufand Excellencies pof-
fefs their Hearts, and ten thoufand Perfeftions take
Root in their Brains. Whatever of precious is fcat-
tered up and down in the Elements, meets in their
accomplithed Nature, as in an Epitome, or rich
Compendinm of the brighteft Effences; an Extralt
of all that is valuable, good, and lovely in the Uni-
verfe.

Be not difconrag’d to fee thy Son amorous of Wo-
men : "Tisa Sign of a good Nature, And he is look™d
upon as a Monfter, or degenerate Perfon, who feels
no Warmths or Paffions for that lovely Sex. Women
are fent into the World, on purpofe to blew up thofe -
gentle Flames within our DBreafts, which fublimate
our groffer Mould, and make us more refin'd. Love
is a facred Frenzy of the Soul, a divine Madnefs.
elevating a Man up to the Pitch of a Saatone, and
rendring him the Care of the benigner Demcns. He
is every where fafe; having the Favour of Gods and
Men, as the Roman Poet exprefles it :

Quifeuis amire tenetur, €ar {utufque facerqgue.

And
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" And had'it not been for thy own Experience of
this noble Paffion, thou hadft not had a Son to com-
plain of.

Perhaps it makes him expenfive and coftly in his
Manner of living. He would, no doubt, appear
gay and polite in the Eyes of his Miftrefles: He
would be generous and magnificent in his Enter-
tainments, liberal to his Friends and Acquaintance,
charitable to all Perfons in Diftrefs. And canft thou
really blame him for putting in Pratice fo many
amiable Virtues? Is not this better than to fee him
of a frieaking, fordid Temper, additted to Avarice,
and other ignoble Vices ? Remember thy own Ge-
nius, when thou wert young; what a paffionate De-.
Iight thou tookeft in travelling : Yet, this could not
be maintained without great Charges. Confider
therefore, that it is thy own Blood,  running in the
Veins of thy Son, which prompts him to a noble
Way of living. And donot thou imitate thofe Fathers,
who by their Severity, teach their Children to de-
generate, inftead of making them better, or more
reformed. They frighten them from the Paths of
innate Virtue, for the Lucre of their Gold, take a-
bundance of Pains to inftru& them in the Methods
of Covetoufnefs ; as if that alone were the Zenith of
Wifdom and Virtue, whereas it is in Truth the very
Sink and Seminary of all Vice. -

I will relate to thee a Story which I have heard
in Paris, which has fomething in it very fingular
and remarkable, concerning the Affettion and Care
of a Father toward his extravagant and prodigal Son.
‘This old Gentleman had a fair Seat, about ten Leagues
from this City, which had belonged to his Family
for the Space of five hundred Years. His yearly
Revenue was very confiderable ; and having only one
Son, he gave him the Liberty of mzpaging half his
;Eéﬁate, when he came to the Age of one and twenty

cars.

Thiz
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This young Spark being of a high Spirit, was fo
far from harbouring any Thoughts of Frugality,
that he could hardly brook the Neceflity of living
within the Compafs of his Allowance. He addicted
himfelf to Gaming, Drinking, and other lewd Cour-
{es, which in a fhort Time confum’d his Means,
and reduced him to great Streights.

About the fame Time his Father died, and left
him the Remainder of his Eftate, giving him all
the Inftructions that are ufual in fuch Cafes; and
among the reft of his fage Counfels, he charged him,
if it fhould be his Misfortune to become a Bankrupt
again, fo as to be forced to fell his Eftate, that he
would at leaft not part with that Houfe, which had
been fo long in the Pofleflion of their Family : Efpe-
cially he conjured him to referve one particular
Chamber for himfelf as long as he lived, which was
the fame where he then lay a-dying ; For this, faid-
he,” aill be a Sanftuary for jou, avhen you have no
ther Place of Refuge in the World. '

After the old Man’s Deceafe, his Son fell to his
former Courfe of Life; and, to make fhort of it, in
a few Years fpent all his Patrimony ; even that very
Houfe it felf, which he was forced to fell at laft
for an Under-price, to fupply his prefent Neceffi-
ties. However, hé obeyed his Father’s laft Injuné&ion 3
and in the Sale of the Houfe, made Articles for the
perpetual Claim and Ufe of that Chamber to him-
felf. !

It was not long before he had confumed the Mo-
ney which he had received for the Houfe: So that
now his laft Support was gone. He try’d to borrow
of fome of his Friends and Acquaintance: And in
Charity they fupply’d him at firft with fmall Sums :
But when he often prefs’d them, they grew weary of
of him, and deny’d to part with any more.

The difconfolate Gentleman, overwhelm’d with
Grief and Melancholy, returns to his Chamber, ho-
ping to find fome Eafe in that private Recefs, whe}r;
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he might at leaft have the Privilege of venting his
Sorrow in Sighs and Tears.

He pafs’d away fome Time in this deje@ed Con-
dition, when at length he caft his Eyes on zn old
Trunk which flood in the Corner of the Chamber,
and which he had fcarce ever regarded before. An
odd Curiofity prompted kim to rife and look into
this Trunk, perhaps not fo much in Hopes of find-
ing any Relief there, as to divert himfelf and pafs
away the tedious Minutes. Axd yer ’tis natural for
People in great Calamities and Misfortunes, to flatter
themfelves wwith the Imagination of unexpefled Reliefs,
ard to calch at every the leafl Glimpfe or Shadsw, that
Jeems 10 prefage any Good.  Be it how it will, he fell
to rifling the Trunk, but found rothirg, fave a Par-
cel of old Rags and Papers, with other Remnants
and Fragments of Silk, Linnen, and Velvet, the
Reliqaes and Spoils of his' Father’s Wardrobe. This
was no Booty for him : However, he ceafed not his
Scratiny, till he had quiteempty’d the Trunk ; when,
to his no fmall Aftonithment, he found thefe Words
on the Bottom : Ab, Prodigal!l baft thou fpent Al
and fold thy Houfe 2 Now go and hang thy felf. Tkere
is a Rope ready provided for thie in the Beam of the
Chamber.

- The young Gentlerhan looking to the Ceiling,
and feeing a Halter hang there, being faften’d to an
Iron Ring, was ftruck with fuch a Damp, that con-
cluding it was the Will of Fate, that he fhould fulfil
the Words he found on the Bottom of the Trunk,
he immediately took a Chair, or Stool, and placing
it juft under the Rope, got up and raifed himfelf up-
on it, that fo he might the better reach the defigned

Infirument of his Death. R
* He ftood not long mufing : For Life appear’d now
infupportable to  him, Wherefore® putting the Hal-
ter about his Neck, in the Height of Defpair he
kick’d the Stool away : When behold, inftead of
" hanging there, he fell to the Ground, the weighty
Swing of his Body having pulled out a Piece of
fquare
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fquare Timber from the Beam, being that Part to
which the Ring was faflen’d. Immediately he was
like to be overwhelmed, and buried alive in a great
Heap of Gold, which came fhowering down upon
him out of the hollow Place, which his Father had
contrived on Purpofe in the Beam, to put this kind
Sarcafm on his Son, now fufficiently mortified by fo
many Sorrows. :

Ina word, this made fo deep an Impreffion on
him, that he grew reform’d, buying all his Eftate
back again with Part of the Money ; and employing
the reft in Merchandizing, grew to be a richer Man
than his Father, or any of his Progenitors.

Dear Pefleli, thy Son is Generous and Witty : Itis
thy Part to reclaim him by Methods agreeable to his
Nawre. For Ruggednefs and Aufterity will make
him but the worfe.

Paris, sth of the 11th Moon,
of the Year 1671,

LETTER IL

To Codorafrad Chi:"iqii,'. @ Man of the
Law.

! .

ERE has happened an Accident of late which
teftifies the Zeal of the French for their Reli-
gion, " as well as it difcovers the rath and unwarran-
table Fury of a bigotted Defperado. 'This Perfon wag
one of that Set they call Hugonots, of whom there
are great Multitudes in France; and they arc diame-
trically oppofite to thofe of the Roman Faith in their
Principles, and the Manner of worfhipping God ; yet
are tolerated by the State, to prevent the Inconve-
niences of a Civil War, and the Effufion of Human
Bload.
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Blood. The King chufing rather by Clemency to
win them to his Party, than by a {evere Execution
of the Laws in Force againft them, to compel their
Confciences in Matters relating to God.

Yet many Men are of Opinion, that this Royal
Condefcenfion will not have its defired Effe¢t, upon
a ftubborn and ungrateful Sort of People ; who, in-
flead of being obliged to Fidelity and Obedicnce by
fuch indulgent Favours, are apt to interpret them as
Arguments of the King’s Impotence and Difability to
punifh thofe that refift his Authority, and to harden
themfelves the more 1n their fallious Infolence: As
it will appear by what I am going to relate of a
certain religious Furiofo, a Hugonot, by Profeflion.
This Fellow coming one Day into the great Temple
in Paris, which they call Noffre Dame, makes up di-
re&ly toward the Prieft who was celebrating Mafs ;
and waiting a convenient Seafon to execute his Pur-
pofe, juft as the Prieft was elevating that which they
. efleem the Sacramental Body of Fefus the Mefas,

above his Head, according to Cuftom, that it might
be adored by all the Congregation ; this Ruffian ftept
to him, and firiking the Wafer out of his Hand,
trampled it under Foot, and then aflaffinated the Prieft
with his Dagger.

The whole Affembly werg aftonithed at fuch anm
unexampled Attempt. They flood ftill like Statues
for a while, and fuffered the Villain to pafs through
the Throng, till he came to the very Gate of the
Temple : When beginning to rouze out of their Stu-
pefaction, fome ran after him, and fo he was feiz'd,
and carried before the next Cadi, or Judge of Crimi-
nal Caufes, who condemn’d him to have his Right
Hand firft cut off before the Gate of the fame Temple,
where he had been guilty of this Affaffine and Pro-
phanation, and his Body prefently afterwards to be
burnt alive.”.  Which was accordingly executed.

But not thinking this a fufficient Expiation of the

Difhonour done to God, the Archbithop of Paris
. com-
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commanded Prayers to be made, which they call the
Oraifons of Forty Hours. He appointed alfo a So-
lemn Proceflion of all the Clergy to the Temple of
Noftre Dame, to cleanfe it from the Defilement which
(according to their Belief) it had contracted by this
impious A&ion. " The feveral Companies of the
City likewife attended thefe Ceremonies in their Robes
of Honour, to teftify their Devotion. .

Thou wilt not conclude me an Infidel, or fay that
1 undertake the Patronage of -the Roman' Religion,
if I condemn this Fellow as a Martyr to his own
Prefumption and Arrogance. The Romans and Hu-
gonots are all alike to me, fo long as they are equal- -
ly Enemies to the Meflenger of God. But it is not
decent or wife, neither good Manners nor Policy, to
affront the eftablifhed Religion of the Country where
a Man lives. Twas fufficient that this Ruffian and
all his Brethren had the Liberty of ferving God after
their own Way. It was an unpardonable Immora-
lity to difturb the lawful Priefts of the Nation, efpe-
cially in fo barbarous a Manner, in the very Height
of their Myfleries, the midft of their daily Sacrifice,
at the Altar of their God, where they profefs to im-
molate after a tranfcendant Manner, no lefs than the
Body and Blood of the Meffias.

Doubtlefs, all Nations are zealous for their Religion,
and we Muffulmans fhould not fcruple to put to
Death a head-firong Giafar, who would prefume but
to pollute our facred Mofques by his uncircumcifed
Prefence; much lefs thould we fpare him, if he at-
tempted to offer any Violence to a true Believer, as
he was adoring the Eternal Unity after the Way ob-
ferved by our Fathers, and commanded by the Pro-
phet.  And tho’ thefe Nazarenes are Worfhippers of
Images and Piftures; tho’ they adore that which to~
all outward Appearance is but a Piece of Bread; yet
the Precept of MMofes ought to be regarded, which
fays, Yz fball mot blafpheme the Gods of the Nations
awbhither ye go to dwell.

Vencrable"
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Venerable Succeffor of Mafes and the Prophets,
vouchfafe to pray for Mabmut, that whilft he dwells
among thefe Infidels, he may-neither make Ship-
wreck of his Faith by embracing their Vanities,
nor yet forfeit his Difcretion by any rude, unfeemly,
or violent Carriage againft them,

Paris, 234 of the 12th Moor,
of the Year 1671.

N

LETTER IIL
: 7o Dgnet Oélou.

TH ERE are a Sort of Men among the Naza-
rene Ecclefiafticks, whom they call Cafuifts.
Thefe are profoundly vers’d in the Learning of the
Schools, which (if thou remembreft) honeft Father
Antonio, the Old Sicilian Prieft, our Friend, ufed to
term, The Science of Hufks. A dry, chaffy Sort of
Knowledge, confifting only of empty vapid No-
tions, windy Ikdeas, Diftin&tions made in Sand,
which may be effaced, alter'd, or form'd at Plea-
fure. The very Con:emplation of thefe Metaphy-
fical Trifles, is enough to put one in a Fever; fo
fubtle is the Poifon they contain: a Spiritual Venom,
which darts like Lightning thro® one’s Thoughts, and
foon ferments the Soul, boiling our Reafon up, to
fcum and-froth it felf away in Divine Jargonand Re-
ligious Nonfenfe.
* Thefe Men will fplit a2 Hair in Divinity to make
a Scruple, or todifannul it. They raifea Duft in the
Eyes of thofe thar givé heed to them, and play faft
and loofe with Human Reafon, as it fervgs a Turn.
They'll make-a Hog of a Cufhion, and turn an Ele-
phant into a Cofiee-Difh, with their enchanting Hzc-
ceities,
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ceities, Identities, Quatenus’s, and the reft of their
Learned Legerdemain, the perfet Hocus-Pocus of the
Sorbonne ; by which they juggle Men out of their
Senfes; and frame Chimara’s far more monftrous
than thofe in the Fiétions of Owid, or the more
early and mylterious Poems of Mufizus, Orpheusy
and Heffod. They teach Men to ftumble at a Feather
in the Way of a Religious Life, yet not to boggle
at a Milftone or a Mountain, where Intereft calls for
Refolution and Speed. ‘They ftart more Difhculties
than themfelves can anfwer in the Cafes of the Poor.
But where Plenty of Gold appears, every Thing is
made eafy and plain. Mere Higglers in Religion ;
Quacks and Empiricks in Matters of Confcience ;
murdering a Thoufand diftemper'd Souls, for one
they cure : Pretending to be Guides to Paradife, they
lead Men through unconth Paths and intricate Wind-
ings, till they are loft in Labyrinths of Error, bor-
dering on the Confines of Hell. And then they
leave them to themfelves ; where, if they make one
falfe Step, they go out of their Bounds ; trefpafs on
the Devil’s Frontiers; and fo are either in Danger of
a Precipice, or at leaft of being taken Captives by
the outlying Scouts of the Infernal Kingdom, from
whom ’tis difficult to efcape.

There were fuch as thefe alfo among the Feavs
and Gentiles of old, and fo there are at this Day in
all Religions, Men who are fevere in Punétilio’s, and
negle&t the more important Precepts of the Law.
Nor can the Muffulmans themfelves be free from this
Embarraffment of the Faith and Truth brought
down from Heaven.

If thou obferveft the grave and fupercilious Looks
of our Imaums Mollahs, Cadies, c. thou’lt take
‘em for the jufteft Men, the holieft Saints on Earth,
Mark but their Difcourfe, ’tis an Abridgment of the
Alecoran.  They’re feen each Morning at the firft Hour
of Publick Prayer, walking before the Mofques, or fit-
ting in the Royal Cemcteries, urder fome melancholy

Cyprefs,
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Cyprefs, reading the Book of 4finak, or fome other
{piritual Treatife. With Eyes cait up to Heaven, or
humbly fixed upon the Ground, and mimick Poftures
of their Hands, they a&t Devotion to the Life: Yer,
in their Hearts, perhaps, are fludying how to cir-
cumvent their Neighbours.

- Go to thefe Perfons for Inftruction in any doubt-
ful Cafe, they will hamper thee with far-ferched
Terms and crabbed Problems ; with formal Afpedts,
and tedions Circumlocations ; firoaking their Beards,
and fighing from deceitful Breafts, they will in-
duftrioufly amufe thy Soul with dark Znigma’s, and
trapan thy Senfe in Snares of infignificant and unin-
telligible Words; ftriving to make thee believe, they
are the Picklocks of the eternal Cabinet, if not the
Privy-Counfellors of Heaven: Whereas the way of
Piety 'is. plain, and circumfcribed with certain noted
Boundaries. ’Tis hard indeed for a bewilderd Tra-
veller to find the narroweft Gate, and firft Avenue of
this facred Path, amongft fo many gorgeous glitter-
ing Portals ever ftanding open, and inviting Men into
the fpacious Fields of Vice. But when he has once
entered the obfcurer Pafs, he has nothing elfe to do,
but go direétly on, without turning to the right
Hand, or the Left, only regarding the fixed Land-
marks of eternal Truth, invariable Reafon, and fourd
Morality. To fpeak plainly, a Man’s Duty is com-
prehended in a few eafy Ruoles; and he that goes to
render em difficult, by knotty, thorny Glofles, throws
Stumbling-blocks before the Feet of true Believers,
and interrupts their Pilgrimage to Heaven.

My Friend, if any pious Scruple trouble thee or
me, let us henceforth be our own Cafuifts; and not
by blind implicit Faith, enflave our Souls to Men
perhaps more ignorant than our felves. The Law is
plain and pofitive,, in neceflary-Matters. 'What need
we feck to entangle our felves more ?

. If we perform our Oraifons at the appointed Hours,
what matter is it, whether we obferve the fix Tradi-
tionary

- b
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tionary Poftures, or no? We that are illuminated, I
only fpeak of fuch. As for the phlegmatick dull
Multitude, ’tis fit they fhould be curb’d with Difci-
pline, and made to obferve the nice Punéilio’s of
Obedience. What fignifies the old verfatile "['urn
of the Head, from one Side to the other, asif we
thought to catch the Prophet peeping over our
Shoulders ? Or, where is the Senfe of the profounder
Myftery of poring on our Fingers with extended
Palms, as if we were at School, and learning our Al-
phabet ; or imitated the clownifh Rufticks of Arme~
nia; who as they work i'th’ Fields and Vineyards,
will make a Dial of their Hand, a Gnomon of a
Straw, and lofe an Hour in ftedfaft gazing on their
dirty Fifts, to know what time of Day itis? Then
the myfterious refting of our Hands upon our Knees,
with other formal Ceremonies ; What are they all,
but an external Difcipline, confirm’d by ancient Cu-
ftom, and obferved for Order’s fake? This need not
trouble thee or me, whenever we have occafion to
retrench fuch indifferent Niceties.

Nay, to go farther; if we fhould negle®t the
ftated Periods of folemn Adoration, compelled there-
to by Sicknefs, Travelling, or any other Necefiity ;
be not difconfolate, as if thou hadit been guilty of a
mortal Sin.  Some fupererogating Work of Charity,
will cancel ten fuch Faults as that: Or at leaft, thou
may'ft look boldly ia the Face of God, when atano-
ther Seafon, on thy Knees, thcu makeflt ample Com-
penfation ; or by facred Abftinerce and Fafting, dif-
perfeft all the Mifts and Clouds of Guilt, that fat {o
- heavy onthy Soul. The Timesare allaliketo him that
is Eternal. There’s no Dittin&tion of Day or Night,
with that immortal Effznce, who made the Sun and
Stars, and is Him/elf the unchangeable Source of Light.

So, if we thould addrefs ourfelves to Heaven, with-
out the ufual Forms of Prayer, or any Words at all ;
we have no reafon to be fad, as if our Oraifons were
mefe@tual and unheard. In the eternal, high
Recefs, our filent Vows, and fofteft Whifpers of the

K Soul,
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Soul, echo as loud as the moft bold, and noify Cla-
mour of the Tongue. There js. a Rank of Spirits
among the reft above, on purpofe made to waft the
fecret Thoughts of mortal Men to Heaven, We can-
not fail of Audience there, whenever we fend the
leaft Ejaculation up, with firm Credentials from the
Heart.

- In a word, believe, my Dgret, That the Supreme-
Iy Intelligent and Wife chiefly regaids the Intention
and Fervor of our Minds, the habitual Bent of our
Souls, with® the innocent and pious A&ions of our
Lives. He is not to be moved (unlefs to Indigna-
tion) by the vain Tautologies of our verbal Oraifons,
the naufeating Crambe of devouteft Words, common
to Hypocrites and Perfons of Sincerity, to the moft
incorrigible Sinners and the greateft Saints, The
humble Silence of a Heart refign’d to Deftiny, isa
pacifick Sacrifice, atoning for the greatet Sins, at-
trafting choiceft Favours, Smiles and Beneditions
from the Eternal. This is the Dilcipline of facred
Love, the Rule of perfet Life, the fecret Chart of
the Ele&®, whereby they fieer their Courfe to Para-
dife.

Which of the Prophets was a formal Beadfman,
to number out his Oraifons at Finger's-End, and of-
fer up to Gop a fhort and vain Retail of Words, in
Recompence. of infinite Bounties paft, and in hopes
- of more to come ?

When Mahomet was purfued by crucl Tnfidels, and
forcd to make the Wilderne{s his Santuary, and
hide himfelf within the Hollow of an aged' Oak, he
did not feek to amufe the Eternal with fiudied Forms
of Speech, and human Eloquence, or tire th' im-
mortal Ears with a religious long Harangue; as if
he thought to enfnare the general Mercy of the Ho-
ly Oue, in Trains of aruficial and elaborate Lan-
guage, or catch his more particular Indulgerce,
in a Trap of fubtle Rhetorick. The harmlefs
Saint, with Heart and Face compos’d, with felf-
denying Thoughts.and Looks, flood like a Statue in

. the
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the bleffed 4f/um : Whillt gentle Rivulets of com-
paffionate Tears trill’d down his Checks, his Soul
was pierced with facred Pity to his Enemies. He
figh’d and wifh’d, in fhort, whatever blamelefs Piety
could fuggeft for him and them. Angels immedi-
ately carried the prophetick Vows to Heaven. His
filent paffionate Prayer was heard. The cruel Per-
fecators, blinded with impious Fury, rathed into'the
Defart ; they fpread themfelves abroad, and rode at
large : one Traytor fpurred his Horfe thro’ thickeft
Webs of low-entangled Thorns and Under-woods,
greedy of the Royal and Majeftick Prey; whillt
others took the open Paths, hoping to overtake
the Prophet on the Flight. They feem’d to fwim,
or fly rather than ride, fuch was the Swiftnefs of
their Courfe, fierce was the Cry, re-echo’d from the
Hollows of the Rocks and Vallies, IMecea, for the
Head of Dlabomet. Some ftumbled at thé out-creep-
ing Roots of Trees, and broke a Leg or an Arm, by
a precipitate Fall from off their Beafts ; whilit others
had their Eyes ftruck blind by interfering Twigs. One
had his Turbant rudely brufh’d off, and Scalp fevere-
ly fhaved, by broken Stumps of Bouzhs, and Rows
of knotty Branches, placéd and bent down by Fate,
on purpaofe to avenge the Apoflle’s Caufe on fuch a
Mifcreant as this. Another could not carb his Horfe
from jumping down into a deep Quarry, digg’d in
the midit of the Wood, where the proud Hlereiick
dafh’d his Skull and Brains uvpon the Marble Pave-
ment at the Bottom. So feniible and vindi@ive are
inanimate Creatares, when a good Man, a Saint, a
Friend of Gobp, is wronged. The very Stocks and
- Stone:, and all the Elements are toeched with facred
Symvpathies at fuch a Time. The Frame of Nature
. feels firange tender Paflions, Fits and Qualms of
amorous Regard. And Gop himfelf, if 1 may fo
exprels my {cif, is rovzed as from a Trance; and
fnatching up the Weapons of his Power and Wrath,
runs Jike a Champion to defend the Caufe of in-
jured Innocence.

K s » But
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But I forget that I am writing a Letter, and
therefore ought to be brief. Befides, what I have
faid is fufficient to convince thee, that I have an
Tdea of Religion, far different from that which the
Cafuifts, whether Mufulmans or Chrifiians, would
imprint in Mens Minds. .

If thou canft not think as I do, I condemn thee
not. Ufe thy native Freedom ; but remember, that
tho' Mens Reafons and Opinions vary as do their
Faces; yet Truth is homogeneous, uniform, and ever
of the fame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations.

Paris, 1ff of the 2d Moon,
of the Year 1672.

LETTER 1V.
To the Kaimacham.

T HE King of France has lately made a League
with the King of England. Whereupon the
People, by way of Proverb, fay, That Mars and
Fupiter are now in Conjun&tion: refle®ing thereby,
_on the different Temper of thefe two Princes. The
one debonair and jovial, exceflively addi¢ted to Wo-
men and Wine, yet not forgetting or declining mar-
tial Affairs, when his Honour or Intere® invites
him to take np Arms: The other feeming wholly
taken up with the Thoughts of Conqueft, and en-
larging his Dominions; yet fparing {ome time for
the Enjoyment of himfelf, and Profecution of his
Amours.

However, both of them now have proclaimed
open War againft the Hollanders; by Sea and Land.
The King of Swweden, who was before an Ally of
the Dutch, has of late declared himfelf a Neuter.

And
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And the Bithop of Munfler, who is one of the E-
leQors of the German Empire, is engaged in the
French Intereft.

Thus are fome of the Princes and States in Euroge
divided already ; and Gop knows how far the Breach
may extend in time.

"Iis not altogether unworthy of Remark, what
diflerent Fations there were of late amongft the
Hollanders themfelves, tho' a Republick, pretending
to greater and falter Union of Interefts than what
can be found in any Monarchy. Yet this Common-
weal:h was rent into three feveral Parties : Whereof
one was headed by the Prince of Orange 5 the other
by Fobn de H7it, and the third was compofed of the
Commons, without any Chief of Note.

I will not trouble thee with a Chara&er of the
Prince of Orange : IHe is already known by Fame at
the Sublime Porte.  As to Folu de I3z, T can give
no other Acccunt at prefent, but that he was a Per-
fon, whom Fortune had raifed to fuch an Eminence
in the Commonwealth, as made him the Prince of
Orange’s Rival, and Competitor for the Supremacy.
Therefore he fought to exclude him frem all Em-
ployments and Ofhces of Truft, that he might eita-
blith himfelf in his Place.

The third Party, whom we may call Republicans,
were of Opinion, That it was not for the Honour
of the Commonyealth to acknowledge any Head ;
judging that the Efablilhment or Lxclufion, the
Rife or Fall of the Prince, or De J7it, ought to be
a thing indifferent to the Stares.  In regard the Com-
monwealth appeared in their Sight fufficient to flourifh,
under the Prote@ion of her own Arms and Riches,
without having any need of either the Prince of O-
range’s Affitance, or De IVir's.

However, notwithftanding thefe Animofities of the
Hollanders among themfelves, as foon as they found
themfelves engaged in a War with two fuch potent
Monarchs, they all unanimoufly chofe the Prince of
Orange, as General of their Army: Remembring the

K3 famous
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Jamous A&lions of his Fathers, the Princes of the
XHoufe of Nafau, by.whofe Valour and Condu¢t they
had gain’d and conferv’d their Liberties. On the
other Side, D¢ Wiz, having renderd himfelf odious
to.the Vulgar, was by them torn in Pieces; Sucha
Delliny oft happening to thofe .who afpire to raife
themfelves by unlawful Methods, and who are ambi-
tious to be the Ringleaders of a Faction.

The French call the Prince of Orange a General
without an Army; in regard the Hollarders being
as yet only upon the Defenfive, and their Towns
wanting ftrong Garrifons, their Soldiers are al! dif-
pofed of this way, fo that there is little or no Ap-
pearance of a Field Army.

“This is certain, the King of France is the mcft
gallant Prince in Eurcpe. He pafles from Divertife-
ments to, the Toils of the War; and from the Cam-
paign returns to his Pleafures again. Thus ’tis diffi-
cult to diftinguith between bis Labours and Recrea-
tions ; his Pleafures and his Bufinefs. They feem to
be fo near of kin, that he takes equal Pleafure in
both.

"Twas but a little before the firft Appearances of
this War, that he and his Queen were revelling in the
Gardens of Cbantilly, where 2 Royal Entertainment
was prepared fer them by Night. The Court attend-
ed them thither ; and there the Reman Luxury was
{een in Royal Miniature. As foon as the Gates were
open'd, there appeared an artificial Day ; fo light was
the Place made with Flambeaux and Lamps: Which
being well placed among the Trees with other re-
fird  Illuminations, adorn’d with Chaplets of
Flowers, which prefented the Eye with a pleafing
Medley of Colours, interfperfed with Oranges, Ci-
trons, and .other agreeable Fruits, tranfported the
Company with exquifite Delights, All together
pretty well refembled a Foreft in a Chamber: For
the Walls not being far from the Place where the
King fat, were hung with Arras, with a Multitude
of Lights burning near the Hangings 5 and there was

. a Spring
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a Spring of Water in the middle of the Garden, raifing
it felf after a wonderful Manner into the Form of a high
Pyramid ; and falling again into three Bafons of Mar-
ble fuccefiively, from one to the other, made a plea-
fant Speétacle to the Courtiers.

Then a moft magnificent Collation was ferved up
with vocal and inftrumental Mufick, fo foft and fine,
with a fudden Dew cooling the Air, which had a
Smell like Sweet-Bryars, as rendered the Place a
perfet Paradife. After which followed the King’s
Supper, far furpafling the other Banquet in all man-
ner of Delicacy and Politenefs, as well as the ftu-
pendous Abundance of Difhes. When Supper was
ended, they were entertained with a Show of fome-
thing admirable and new in Fire-works. But tho’ it
be fo to them, I will not trouble thee with-a Defcrip-
tion of it; fince thou haft feen far finér and ‘more
cofily at Conflantingple, or \vhere-ever the great Sul
tar kept his Refidence at the Time of a Dunalma.

After this, the King went to fee the New Forti-
fications of Dunkirk, which he had order’d not long
before.  And “in a little Time, followed this Decla-
ration of War againft Holland.

So Things go in"a Circle from War to Peace;
from Peace to War again. However, thou wilt the
better know by what I have faid, how to comport
thy felf, in cafe of any Difference between the Eng-
lifh, French, and Hollanders at the Sublime Parte.
Gop infpire thee with ClimaQerical Wifdom, to ad-
jutt all Difficulties in their flated Periods.

Paris, 206¢b of the 3d Maon,
of the Year 1672.

K4 LETTER
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LETTER V.

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand
Signior.

Hou haft borne with a thoufand Impertinencies
in my Letters; and I Know not whether what
I am now going to write, will deferve a better Cha-
raéter. However, I feel a Spirit within me, check-
ing my ftupid Mind, in that I was not before fen-
fible of my Error, but mult make fo late a2 Recan-
tation. It is impofiible for me to refle® on the
vain and trifling Subjeé@s I have all along entertained
thee with, and not to blufh at fo grand an Over-
fight; fince I then feemed not fo much as to regard
thy Knowledge and Praftice in Medicines, which has
exzlted thee to the Honour of being placed in the Front
of thofe who take Care of the Grand Signior’s Health,
Much lefs did I prefent thee with Matters fuitable to-
thy more interior Knowledge, and that hidden Wif-
dom, which defervedly ranks thee among the moft
perfect and accomplifthed Mortals.

Inancient Times, Theology and Phyfick were count-
ed Sciences of fuch a near Relation and mutval De-
pendance, that one could not fubfilt without the
other. By Phyfick they meant the general Science of
Nature, otherwife term’d Magick : Which compre-
hended under it the Knowledge of the Heavens, the
Elements, and every Being within their vatt Circum-
ference : The Motions of Sun, Moon, and Stars, their
various Afpefs, Infiuences, and Dominions in this lower
World: The Nature of the Winds and Meteors, with
their Effefls ; the Virtues of all Plants, and living
Creatures ; as alfo of infenfible Things, the Metals,

Minerals, and other Subftances found both on the
Surface
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Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, and in
the Sea.

Such as thofe of old, were Apollonius Tyaneus,
with the AMagi of Perfia and Chaldea 5 fuch as Hie-
rarchas among the Brachmans; Tefpion the Gymnafo-
phift 5 Budda the Babylonian 5 Numa Pompilius at Romes
Zamolxides of Thrace; Abbaris the Hyperborcan 5 Her-
mes Trifmegiflus of Egypts Zoroafler the Son of Oro-
wafes King of Baftria; Ewantes an Arabian King 3
Zacharias, a Babylmian; Fofiphb a Hebrew; with
many others of different Nations; as Zenorenus, Ki-
rannides, Almadal,- Thetel, Alchind, Abel, Ptolormy,
Geber, Zabel, Nazabarub, Tekiti, Aerith, Solomon,
Aftrephon, Hipparckns, Alemeon, &c. And of later
Date, Albertus, furnamed the Great, Arnoldus de Ville
Nova, Cardan, Raymond Lullias, with a few more-
not worth the naming.

Thefe contemplated the fecret Force and Virtue of
celeftial and fublunary Things ; the hidden Sym-
pathy between them and the myfterious Powers of
Natwure. Then baving by a curious and painful
Scrutiny trac’d out the true Genealogies of Things,
caft cheir Nativities, and difcovered all their Kin-
dred, Allies, Friends, and Enemies ; knew by applying
in due Seafon Aftives to proper Paflives, how to pro-
duce Effe@ts appearing ftupendous Prodigies to the
Vulgar, and no lefs than Miracles: Whereas, all this
is but a pure Refult of Nature, help’d by human
Art.  So Watches, Dials, Clocks, and Mirrors, ap-
pear’d at firft to the ignorant World, the Effeéts of
Magick : Efpecially the fiunple Natives of America,
thew'd little more Wit than Apes or Cats, which
Icok behind the Glafs, to find the a€live Figure of
themfelves, that they faw in it.

And pow I am got amongft thofe poor Barbari-
ans, I cannot forget a Paflage of a poor Peruvian
Slave, who being fent by his Spenifs Mafter with z
Patket of choice IFruit, and a Letter to his Friend 5
the filly Ignoramus being faint, by reafon of nie ex-
wlive Heat; his Journey being aifo tedious, from’

X
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the Town of Lima to a Village near the Mountains
of Potofi, eat up the Fruit by the Way, to allay his
Hungry Thirft., However, not having fo good a
Stomach to the Letter, he deliver’d it fafe to the
Perfon to whom it was addrefs’d ; never once dream-
ing that an infenfible Piece of Paper could tell Tales.
But that difcovering his Crime, ‘when he came home,
his Mallter order’d him to the Baftinado, to make him
fenfible of it. Then he was fent again on the
fame Errand with Oranges and a Letter ; and meet-
ing with the {fame Temptation, he knew not what
to do. At laft, he hid the Letter under a Heap of
Sand wifely concluding, That if it faw him not, it
could never betray his Fa®. However, to fecure it
from all Means of peeping, he fpread his Mantle
over the Place, and then fell roundly to his Banquet ;
thinking’ he fhould now have no Accufer. In fire,
he eat up all the Orarges, and was worfe bang'd for
his Pains than the Time before. -

Generous Hali, thou fee’ft I am fallen into the
fame Error for which I made Apology at the Be-
ginning of this Letter: But thou can’ft eafily forgive
fuch Crimes as thefe. Suffer me only to relapfe thus
far, That I may mention the Mathematical Magici-
ans ; fuch as Arcbyras, who made a Wooden Pigeon to
By ;s and Albert the Great, who taught a Brazen
Head to fpeak: Not forgetting him unknown by
. Name, who gave to the Statues of Mercury, Voluble
Tongues, arnd Elegant Languages ; by whofe Mecha-
nick Art a Brazen Serpent learn’d to hifs : and Birds
of the fame Metal with other Helps, out-vy’d the
Nightingales and Thrufhes in their Melody.

I will not omit the execrable Praices of Necro-
mancers, or fuch as invocate the Dead ; and with
nefandous Ceremonies, Rites and Sacrifices, call to
Aid Infernal Spirits ; bind them in Cryflals, or fome
qther Vehicle; and then adore them as the ancient
Romanrs did their Lares and Penates.  Thefe are their
Oracles which they confult in all Emergencies ; akr:d

¥
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by their Help, work Wonders in the World, fore-
tel Things futare, and reveal the moft remote and
hidden Sccrets, whether paft, or prefent. Nor is this
a Fable, or an Old-Wife’s Tale; for unlefs the ex:
‘perienced Nations of the Earth had fournd fome real
Evils from Wizards, Magicians, and Witches ; they
would not have made fo fevere Laws againft them,
as to aim at their Extermination from the Earth.

Neither need we admire, that Women are as muck
addi@ted to thefe curfed Vanities as Men; fince they
are naturally more inquifitive into Secrets, and lefs
cautious of being impofed upon: They are prone
to Superftition ; and from their Infancy, bred up to
obferve their Dreams, their Moles, and other Marks
upon their Bodies. They covet all the Depth of
Palmiftry and Phyfiognomy ; befides a Thoufand
other little Follies.

If they meet a Man in the Street at firft going
out, they are encouraged, and take it for a Sign of
their good Fortane. But if one of their own Sex
encounters them, they curfe the undefigning Female)
and retarn home again. They obferve Fatal Days
and Nights, and certain Critical Hours, wherein they
try Experiments to know their futare Hufbands.
They brew cnchanting Philters for their Lovers, and -
intoxicate them with Liquors, wherein young'hu-
man Cupids have been boiled with Herbs,. as power-
ful to effe&t their With, as thofe-that Circe or Me-
dea knew. In fhort, there is no Species of "Sortile-
gy, or Divination, which vain and young Maidens
are not pra&is’d in: Which has a fair Difpofition,
or Introduction, to the blackeft Kind of Magick.

But blefied are they, O Pious and. moft Learned
Hali, who being profoundly fkilled, and daily con-
verfant in the Science of Nature, haye never tainte
themfelves by any unlawful Commerce with Spirits
Unclean, Infernal, and Enemies to God, They are
divine Magicians, having celeftial Chara&ers, the
tidden Name of God impriated on their Souls,

~K & wheres
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whereby they are able to attra& the Angels, and
malke the higheft Spirits obey him.

Hali, God grant that thou mayeft be one of this
venerable and happy Number. Farewel.

Paris, 5¢h of the 4th Moon,
of the Year 1672.

: LETTER VL

90 Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sci-
ences, and Penfioner fo0 toe Grand
+ Signior, '

T has been a long Time fince the Chriftians have

openly publifhed Libels againft our Holy Lawgiver,
and the Book which he received from the Hands of
Gabriel, one of the chief Princes of Heaven : They
afirm for an undoubted Truth, That Mabomet him-
felf compos'd that Volume of Light, by the Help of
Neferius a Chriftian Monk, and 4bdellaa Jew: And
. that it is but an artificial Medley, a Hotch-potch, or
Gallimaufry of Pagan, Jewifh, and Chriftian Prin-
ciples ; cunningly fuited and blended together, in or-
cer to gain Profelytes of all Religions.

I proteft by the Veneration I owe to the Eternal
God of Heaven, That I really helieve the Aloran to
be of divine Original. Such is the inimitable Ele-
gance of the Stile, the Brightnefs and Force of its
Reafons and Arguments, the wonderful and charming
Contextare of Things Hiftorical, Moral, and Divine ;
that 2l the Writings in the World befide, {eem to
be flat and infipid, compared with this Sacred and
Stupendous Pande& of Wildom. Yet, I muit confefs,
1 know not how to anfwer the Accufation of the
Nazareres, becaufe I bave never read any Mufulman

b Trzeatife,
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Treatife, that undertook to refute thefe Calumnies :
‘Which makes me apt to think, there is none fuch
extant. For I have made diligent Enquiry, difcours’d
with feveral learned Do&tors of our Law: but can
gain no Satisfaltion in that Point.

Perhaps, our Fathers in former Ages were igno-
rant how the Meflenger of God had been traduc’d by
the Chriftians ; or if they knew it, yet they difdain’d
to anfwer fuch malicious Lyes. And as for thefe mo-
dern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown too cold
among the true Believers. Every one is carried away
with Self-Love, whilft no Man will be at the Pains
to defend the Truth, or manifeft the Errors of our
Enemies.  Befides it is now impoffible to difprove
what they fay concerning Neflorius and Abdalla ; un-
lefs we could produce Authors of unqueftionable Au-
thority, who liv’d in Mabomet's Time, and fo could"
give a more exalt Account of his Life, than thofe
that came after them.

However, if we confult common Reafon, we fhall
find it very improbable, That Three Men of fuch
contrary Principles, asa Jew, a Chriftian, and a Pa-
gan, fhould all voluntarily agree and jump in one
Defign of brewing their feveral Religions together,
and drawing fuch an Extra@ from them as could
fuit with neither of their Parties fingly, and was like
to have all of them together for its Enemies and
Perfecutors: There was no Ground for them to ex-
pect the Converfion of any Jews, fo long as the 4/-
coran aflerts Fefus, the Son of Mary, to be the trug
Meffias, the Word and Breath of God, Worker of Mira-
cles, Healcr of Difeafes, Preacker of heavenly Doftrine,
and Exemplary Pattern of a perfef? Life 5 denying that
- he was crucify’d, but affirming that he afcended inta
Paradife. Whereas the Jews call him an execrable
Impoftor, Magician, Seducer of the Nations; and
finally, by way of extreme Derifion, they term him
the Man that avas bang’d on a Tree.

Neither was the Aoran like to find any better En-
tertainment among the Chriftians, for this lat Reafon 3

in
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in that it denies the Crucifixion of the Afeffias, which
is the Bafis whereon all the Superfirutture of their
Religion is built: *Tis the angular Stone of Chri- -
ftianity. Befides they could never be reconcild to
Polygamy, Circumcifion, abolithing of Images and
Pictures; nor to a great many other Things which
the Muffulman Law enjoins. Efpecially they could
never brook the Denial of the 7ririty.

And for the fame Reafon, this fuppos’d, patch’'d
Form of Religion would have been as little welcome
to the Gentiles, in that it tock from them the Multi-
tude of their Gods, and aflerted the Unity of the di-
vine Effence. So that all Circumitances being weigh’d,
it appears that the Akoran, fince it has had fuch Suc-
cefs in the World, could not be forg’d by thofe Three,
nor compos’d by any human Pen; but is of divine
Original, Befides, had there been fuch a Triumvirate
known in the Cafe, the Corei’s of Mecca, and other
mortal Enemies of Maboret and his Dotrice, would
not have fpar’d to upbraid him with it: And if they
were not known to the Arabdians, who were conver-
fant with him, how came the Chriftians to be in-
form’d of this private Cabal, who were altogether -
Strangers to Mlahomet at that Time ?

Confider well thefe Things, and thou wilt have no
Reafon to give Credit to the Calumnies and lying
Afperfions caft on the Apottle cf God by Unbelievers 3
but being more and more confirm’d in the undefiled
Faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided thee in
the right Way, and nct into the Way of Infidels, and
thofe with whom he is difpleafed.

Orchan, as thou art endu’d with great Learning, ¥
counfel thee to employ it in defending the Caufc of
the Prophet, who cou'd reither write nor read.

Paris, 15th of the 6th M.on,
of the Year 167z.

LETTER
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LETTER VIL

70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire,

ERE has been hot Work this Summer in the

Wet. The King of France has made fuch fwift
and large Conquefts on the Hollandirs, that they have
hardly had Time to confider their Lofles, and the
Number of their Towns fallen into their Enemxes
Hands.

It always falls out fo, when this Monarch goes in
Perfon to the Campaign, as he did this Year. In a
very little Time he took Burich, Orfay, Rimberg, Ve-
zel, Rees, Emmerick, and many other Places. Yet
this Succefs was allay’d with the Death of the Duke
of Longueville, who fell a Vi€tim, either to his Dull-
nefs or Temerity, in not hearing, or not receiving the
Cries of the Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the
Freneh were pafling the Rbine. He was fhot with a
Mufket-Bullet : And the Duke of Ergarn, his Coufin,
very narrowly efcap’d 5 for they were both jointly
engag'd in the fame Aflion.

The Death of this Prince is much lamented, not
only by thofe of his Family, bat by the whole Ceurt
and City, as being in the Flower of his Time, having
fignaliz’d his Valour at the Siege of Cardy, the Conquett
of the Fran:be-Compte, and other warlike Expeditions.
And they difcourle, as if he had been defign’d to tand
Candidate for the Po/i/> Crown.

I am the more particular in this Relation, be-
caufe the Enterprize of the Fremch King in pafling
the Rbine, is look’d upon as one of the moft hardy
and bold, that ever was taken in Hand. In all the
Hiftories of thefe Parts, there is not one Example
of fo furprizing an Expedition. And the Succefs
anfver’d their Expe@ations : For the Hollanders were

extremely
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extremely dauntnd and difheartened by the News of
thefe Exploits. . In a little Time Arnkeim and Nime-
guen, were reduced-to the King’s Obedience ; with
the Fort of Sz, and Towns of D'Ocfburg, Bomel,
Zutphen 5 Deventer, the Metropolis of a Province 3
with Feifet, Tongres, MNlafeick, Dortemain, Elbourg,
Woerden, Arnbeim, another Capital City, with many
more Places, too tedious to be rehears’d.

Ina Word, Sach are his expeditious Marches, his
fage Counfels, bis never-failing Succefs, that the
People think it net Flattery to call him a fecond
Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Scanderbeg, Scipio,
Hannibal, and all the great heroick Names in the
World.

To fpeak the Truth, the Kings of Frasce have all
along made an ilinftrious Figure in the World. And
their famous Exploits in War, with their heroick
A&ions in Time of Peace, aford fuflicient Matter
for the higheft Panegyricks, without an Occafion of
Hyperboles.  Which made one of the Roman Mufti’s
in a Letter to the King of France, thus exprefs him-
{elf: « By how much the Royal Dignity tranfcends
¢ the State of other Men, fo far is the Monarchy of
¢ France exalted above all the Kingdomsin the World.’
Pope Urban IV faid, that the King of France was
as the Morning-Star in the Firmament of Princes;
brighter than all other Kings, a perfe& God on Earth.
*Tis afferted by another Author, That by the King
of France’s Shadow the whole World is rul’d. And
fuch was the Efteem that Pope Clerzent had for this Mo-
narchy, that he granted a bundred Days Indulgence ta
every one that pray’d for the King of France; to which
Pope Innocent IV added ten Days more.

*Tis a Maxim in the Safigue Law; That the King
of France never dies. But this indeed is altogcther
as true in Spain, Great-Britain, and other Hereditary
Kingdoms, till the Succeflion fails. For then it de-
.generates to an Eleétive Monarchy, or otherwife in-
to Ariftocracy 5 or laft of all into Democracy, ora
Republick. .

But
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But Franmce is yet free from thefe painted Forms
of Slavery. Her Kings are mafculine and vigorous ;
her Queens chafte and fruitful. There never wants
an Heir apparent to the Crown. And this fecures
the Nation from a thoufand Calamities, which at-
tend Eleftive Monarchies, and more popular Forms
of Government.

What Injuftices, Cruelties, Maffacres, and all man-
ner of publick Grievances were complained of in
Rome, after Claudius Czfar had bought the Empire
of his Soldiers? What Bickerings between the Se-
nate, the People, and the Armies? Each Party would
have an Emperor of their own chufing; one Pro-
vince was emulous of another: So that fometimes
there have been twenty or thirty Emperors together,
all claiming the Sovereignty. And when there were
but two, fuch was the obftinate and firong Difpute
between them, that they have been forced to fhare the
_ Empire equally, as the only Means to prevent its utter

Diflolution. Hence {prung the firft Inftitution of
Colleagues in the Empire. And this was the Root .
of thofe Fa&ions and Divifions, which increafing
and growing up with Time, branch’d forth irto
{maller Schifms; till at length, by the Ambition of
fome, the Misfortune or CarelefInefs of others, or at
leaft their want of Power and Courage ; that migh-
ty Empire was cantoniz'd, rent in pieces, and dwin-
dled into that narrow Dominion which it now pof-
fefles under the Tutelage of the Houfe of Aufria.
And there appear no Hopes of its ever being reftor’d
again to its priftine Grandeur, unlefs the Bourbons,
with their growing Fortune, fhall crown the Eagle
with a Chaplet of Flower de-Lys, and change the
Seat of the Weftern Monarchy, from improfperous
Vienna to all-conquering Paris.

In a Word, Henry 1V began the Defign; Lewis
XIIT carried it on, and this prefent King has {o far
improv’d it, by his matchlefs Fortune and Courage,
that in all Probability, this or the next Age will fec it
brought to Perfeticn.

Accom-

.

1]



210 Letters writ by  Vol. VII.

Accomplifh’d Minifter, I bow my felf with abun-
dance of interior Veneration, to the Duft of thy
Feet: I affeétionately kifs the Border of thy Rabe,
and bid thee a devout Adieu. !

Paris, 142h of the 8th Meon,
.of theYear 1672,

LETTER VI

7o William Vofpel, & Reclufe of
Aulftria,

TH Y Letters make me very reftlefs and inqui-
fitive ; they awaken new Doubts and Scruples
in my Breaft, inflead of removing or fatisfying the
old ones. Freth Queries flart in my Mind; and
the more thou laboureft to faften me in thy narrow
Superflition and bigotted Zeal for the Infallibility of
the Pope and the Roman Church, the loofer I grow.
My Soul is like a wild Colt in the Wildeérnefs, that
tofles up his Head, fnuffs the Air in Indignation,
and fcorning the Bridle of Servitude, neighs for Joy
at his native Liberty, fcampering at large thro’ the
folitary Wafte; nor can he be wheedled by human
Craft to lofe his.beloved Freedom, or change it for a
tame Captivity. .

I have revolv’d in my Mind the Ages that are paft,
and the Years of untraceable Origin. I have examin’d
the Times and Seafons of the World, recorded in
Hiftory 5 from Adam to Mofes, from Mefes to Fefus,
and from Fefus to thefe prefent Days wherein we live.
Afterall, I find that the Memoirs of former Tranfa&li-
ons are cover’d with great Darknefs ; yet there are not
wanting fome Glimmerings of Light, to dire& a di-
ligent Mind, and impartial Lover of Truth.

, efus
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. F¢fus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock of 4-
brabam, lfaac, and Facob. He was educated in the
Law of Mofes, which he obferv’d in all Things to
a Tittle. And in his Life-time he faid, Think not
that I come 10 dfiroy the Law, but to perfec? it. His
Apoftles obferv’d the fame Rule, and in all Things
were ftrit Obfervers of the ftated Precepts. So
were the Primitive Chriftians, even to the keeping
of the Jewifh Sabbath, befides the firft Day of the
Week, appointed for the publick Celebration of their
own Myfteries. They abftain’d from Blood, and from
Things firangled, and from all unclean Meats, and
fuch as were facrific’d to 1dols. They had no Images
or Pi€tures in their Churches, Chapels, or Oratories.
In fine, they obferv'd all the neceflary Furifications,
and ador'd One Gop with Unity of Heart, and
lively Faith and good Works. Whereas thou festt;
the prefeat Roman Church follows quite contrary
Maxims. They give the Lye to our Lord’s own
Declaration ; and pofitively fay, that he came oa
purpofe to abolifh the Law, and introduce an Uni-
verfal Liberty ; that we may now as freely banquet
on the Blood of flain Beafts, as on the Milk of the
Living ;5 and eat of Swines Fleth, and other abomina-
ble Food, with as little Detriment to our:Souls, as
on the Fleth of Lamb:, or other clean Creatures al-
low’d by the Law of Gop. How can this hang
together, or be credited by any Rational Man? ’Tis
no wonder there are fo many Libertines and Atheifts
in the World, when they find Chriftianity to.be 2
meer Heap of palpable Contrad.&ions.

To this thou wilt anfwer, according to ,the com-
mon Rule of Divines, that during the Primitive
Times, the Apoftles, and all other Chriftians, obferv'd
the Law of Mofs, for fear of giving Scandal to the
Jews, of whom great Numbers were converted to
the Chriftian Faith, when they faw that the Follow-
ers of Fefus did not deviate from the Inftitutions of
the Seniory, the Statutes of the Houfe of Facob: ]}3\ut

that
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that afterwards, when the Gofpel was preach’d far
and wide on the Face of the Earth, and that many
of the Gentile Nations were brought over to the
Church; it was no longer neceflary, for the fake of
fo contemptible a People as the Jews, to {candalize
all the reft of the World, and impofe on them a
Yoke which they were not accuftomed to bear;
and which would tempt them to fhake off Chri-
ftianity it felf, rather than fubmit to fo intolerable a
Burthen : Therefore the Church, to facilitate as much
as in her lay,"the Converfion of the Roman Empire,
which then extended it felf over the greateft Part of
the Earth 3 accommodated her Injunélions, Precepts,
Manners, and Ceremonies of Religion, to the prefent
Humour and Mode of thofe Times. And whereas
the Gentiles eat of all Meats indifierent ; fo they were
taught, that this was agreeable to the Will of our
Lord Fefus, who came to refcue Men from the Sla-
very and Bondage of Mofaick Superftitions.

-By the very fame Rule they introduc’d the Ufage
of Images and Pi¢tares in their Churches; And the
Veftments of the Priefts, the Ornaments of the Altar,
the Tapers, Lamps, Incenfe, Flewer-Pots, and other
Religious Gaieties, were fathion’d according to the
Patterns they received from the Priefts of Fupiter,
Apolle, Venus, Diana, and the reft of the Heathen
Deities. Hence the Feftivals of the Gods and Goddefles
were turn’d to Holy-Days of Saints: And Temples
before confecrated to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were
afrefh dedicated to the Apoftles and Martyrs. Thus
the very Pantheon it felf in Rome, or Temple of all
the Gods, in Procefs of Time, by an Ecclefiaftical
Dexterity, was converted to the Church of A4/

*Saints. In a word, Chriftianity in all Things feem’d
no other than Gentilifm in Difguife. And it muft
be thought a Pious Fraud, thus to wheedle fo many
Millions of Sinners into the Bofom of the Church,
whether they would or no.

.

Oh!
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Oh! Father IVilliam, doft thou not blufh at thefe
trivial Excufes, for the manifelt Violation of the
Laws of Gop? Can Man be wifer than the Om-
nipotent ? Or will he prefume to corre¢t the Ways
of him that is perfeét in Knowledge? Is the True
Religion to be propagated by imitating the Idolatrous
Rites of Infidels? Or by proftituting the Sacred In-
junétions of Heaven to the Caprices of human Po-
licy ? Did ever any wife Lawgiver condefcend to
alter and new-model his Laws, to humour a peevifh
captious Subje®? Would he add or diminifh any
Thing for the fake of gaing a Fattion or Party ?
And can we think, that Gob ever defign’d, or can
be pleas’d to have his Divine Laws garbled and mixt
with prophane Indulgencies, Difpenfations, and A-
mendments of Mortals? As if- he had been ignorant
what he did, when he divulg’d his Statutes, ard
wanted the Counfel of his Creatures to help him out
at a dead Lift. .

Was that Tendernefs to be only fhew'd to the
Jews for a Time? And were they for ever after-
wards to be fcandaliz’d ? In vain does the Church
daily pray for the Convesfion of that People, whilft
by her Do€rines and daily Pratices, fhe hardens
them more in their Infidelity. The Ethispian Church
is a ftanding Witnefs againft her to this Day, where
the Chriftians from all Antiquity, even from the Times
of the Apoftles, have kept that Part of the Law of
Mofes, which relates to Cleannefs and Uncleannefs,
and prefcribes the Choice we are to make of Meats
allowed to be eaten, forbidding thofe that are exe-
crable, and an Abomination. Hence itis, that there
are more Jews converted to the Chriftian Belief in
that Country, than in any other Part of the World
befides.

It was, in my Opinion, to begin at the wrong
End, thus to neglet the Salvation of the Jews,
our elder Brethren, from whom we receiv'd the Ora-
cles of Gop, and run to profelyte the Gentiles by fuch
prepofterous Methods, as render’d us in 2 manner a}i

muc
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much their Converts, as them ours: Since we fhuf-
fled our Religions together at random, and ‘made a
Lottery of divine and human Inflitutions, exchan-
ging one Species of Superflition and Idolatry for
another ;5 bartering Fupiter for Peter, and Mars for
Pauls Venus and her Cupid, for the Virgin Mary and
her Child Fefus. A Geod for an Apoftle; and a De-
mi-God for a Martyr : Whilft the Law it felf, which
is the Foundation and main Prop of True Religion,
lies negletedand trampled under Foot.

The Chkriftians of the Eaft feem more excufable
than we : For, tho’ they are not fo pun@ual in ob-
ferving all the Niceties of Cleannefs and Uncleannefs,
Meats, and Drinks, {Fc. as thofe of Ethispia: Yet
they will not tafte of Blood, or any Thing ftrangled.
And their Ecclefiafticks abfain from all manner of
Fiefh, during the whole Courfe of their Lives. They
obferve allo many Purifications, and wholfome Rules
of Life. Whereas we of the Latin Church wallow
in all manner of Filthitefs like Swine ; and blefs our
felves, as if we were the only trde Catholicks, the
Ele& of Gonp, in the high Road to Heaven. Iam
at a lofs what to think of thefe Things; neither
can I ever hope to fee the Jews converted, till thefe
Offences are remov’d. |
* There is a Rumour fpread up ard down of the
Wandring Jew. I fuppofe thou haft heard of fuch
a Man. He is now at 4ffracan, and preaches every
where, that there will be a Reformation of Chri-
ftianity, after the Year 1700. That the Jews fhall be
converted ; and all this to be perform’d by the ad-
mirable Gifts of an Englifbnan, who fhall reflore
Truth to its Primitive Luftre and Integrity. They
fay, he will caufe the Images and Pi&ures to be ut-
terly deftroy’d, and the Law of AMofes to be kept,
{o far as relates to Cleannefs and Uncleannefs, e,
‘That in his Days, tiie Temple of Schmen fhall be re-
built, and the World fhall fut on a new Face.

Father William, 1 would not have thee defpife
thefe Things, fince they have been long foretold by
© . Feachim
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Foackim the Abbot, by St Methodius, by Nofrodamus
the Freneh Prophet, and by many other eminent Per-
fons, whofe Writings are extant, and many of their
Preditions are already come to pafs. The Roman
Church manifeftly flands in need of a Reformation :
And fince the Governors of it cannot be prevail'd on
to fet their Hands to fo pious a Work, we know not
but Gop may effett it by the Means of a Stranger,
fome obfcure Perfon at prefent, but whofe Light may
fhine hereafter through all Generations.

Father /#illiam, thou wilt pardon the Liberty I
take in difcourfing about thefe Things, and remember,
that ’tis a Work of Charity to bear with the Imper«
tinencies of others. However, I thank Gop I am
out of the Putlieu of the Spanify Inquifition.

- Paris, 1/ of the 10th Moon,
of the Year 1672,

LETTER IX..

To Codabafrad Cheick, @ Man of the
: Law.

Have a Kinfman by Blood, refiding at 4fracax,

I in the Parts of Mufeowy: His Name is ZJfuf, a
Man of an ardent Spirit, and ative Wit: a great
Traveller, and one who makes good that Charaer,
by the folid Remarks he has made on the moft im-
portant Thing‘; in his Way, thro’ 4fia, Africk, aad
Eurepe.  For he is not in the Number of thofe who
come home from foreign Countries, only laden with
Vanities and Trifles. . ’
From him I receive frequeat Difpatches, fince his
being fettled at 4fracan, in Quality of a Merchant;
where
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where he improves his Eftate to great Advantage,
enjoys the innocent Pleafures of human Life, with-
out fuffering himfelf to be tainted with the Viees
which are unprofitable, troublefome, and bring Scan-
dal to a Man’s Reputation. For fome Vices, thou
know’ft, pafs into the Predicaments of, Virtues, when
Intereft or Neceflity gives an Indulgence.

. There is a mutual Intercoufe between my Coufin
and me: And among other Letters which he fends
me, I receiv’d one lately 5 wherein he informs me,
that he whom they call the Wandring Jew, of whom
I have made mention formerly in one of my Difpatches
to the Sublime Porte, is now at 4fracan; that he
preaches openly in the Markets, and at the Burfe or
Exchange; not refufing private Converfation with any
that defire it.

There is a great Conflux of People from all Na-
tions, and of all Religions to that City. He carries
himfelf with an equal Indifference to every various
Se&, and they all feem mightily taken with his
Doftrines. The chief Thing he aims at in all his
Difcourfes is, that there will be ere long an univer-
fal Change.of Religion over all the Earth, and that
every Nation on the Globe fhall worfhip one Gonp,
obey the Law of Fefus the Son of Mary, and em-
brace One Faith. When he infifts on this, he feems
to be void of all Doubts and Hefitations; fpeaks
magifterially, like a Prophet, who has receiv’d a fure
and certain Revelation of the Thing he foretels.
But when any difpute with him, not in Spirit of
Captioufnefs, but to fift the Truth ; he freely conde-
fcends to anfwver all their Objeftions with folid Rea-
fons, and to convince them by their own Principles,
that it muft be fo.

He fays, that aboutthe Year 1700 of the Chriftian
Hegira, the invincible Ofinans fhall break down
the Fences of Europe, and fhall overflow all Chriften-
dom like a might Torreat, that has over-topp’d its

Banks. In thofe Days there fhall be great Defolation
. n
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in Hungary, Poland, Germany, France, and other Re-
gions of the Weft. Only Denmark, Sw.rcn, Mufeo-
ay, and other Countries of the North, fhall remain
untouch’d. But above all other Nations, he fays,
Italy will be made a perfeft Wilderne(s, her Cities
laid in Afhes, her immenfe Wealth plunderd and
carried away by the greedy Tartars, Arabiars, and
Turks, who will fpare neither Age nor Sex, putting
all to the Sword, efpecially the Ecclefiafticks ; none
of which fhall efcape the publick Vengeance, fave three
Cardinals, fincere and holy Perfons, who fhall fly into
England for Santuary by the Way of the Sea. .

That Ifland, he fays, fhall become the Refuge of
all fuch who can efcape the Calamities involving the
-adjacent Countries. Thither they fhall flock with
their Wives and Children, and ail their Wealth, when
they fhall hear of the approaching Terrors, the pre-
fent Devaflations cf laly, and the univerfa] Conquefls
of the Ofmans: The King of the Country fhall re-
ceive thofe diftrefs'd Fugitives with open Arms, and
-fhall aflign them certain_ Portions of Land, where
they may build Houfes and Habitations for themfelves
and their Families ; there being abundance of wafte
Ground in that Ifland, which they may manure and
improve to their own and the publick Advantage.

After this, fays he, fhail arife 2 certain Aan in
Englard from his obfcare Ceuter ; a Perfon fill'd
with all manner of Divire Knowledge and Wifdom,
endued with the Spirit of Prophecy, of a graccful
Afpe& and elegant Speech, of a compos’d Gravity,
and calm Addreis ; a Man mild, innocent, temperate,
chafte, and mercifel zbove the reft ¢f human Race.
P2ople fhall let their Eyes fall on the Grournd, when
they meet him in the Strects, even before they know
what he is; overcome by the Luflre of Modefly,
Grace, and Virtue which fhines in his Countenance.
A Perfon highly beloved of Gop and Man.

This Man fLall meet the three fugitive Cardinals
in an Hour of Deftiny. Then that which lay long

v L . fmother-
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fmothering fhall fuddenly burft forth intora Flame.
The LighZ of Gop fhall be diffus’d thro’ his Soul ;
‘his Heart fhall be like 2 Lamp, and his Tongue (hall
utter marvellous Things. ‘When he opens his Mouth
in divulging the Myferies of Gop, his Words fhall
be like the Sparks of an eternal Fire, kindling Flames
of Love in the Breafts of the Hearers. The Cardi-
‘nals fhall rife from their Places, and ron to embrace
him. A Council of the chief Bithops and Priefts of
the Land fhall be affembled by the King’s Order,
‘where the three Cardinals alfo fhall be prefent ; and
after mature Deliberation, with unanimons Confent,
they fhall call for the Holy Oil of Confecration, and
‘fhall anoint him : They fhall proclaim him the Great
‘Father, and Patriarch of the Faithful ; the Direttor
‘of fuch as’would go to Paradife.

He fhall fhew them a new Pattern of the Law of
Fefus the Son of Mary; or rather the old and true
one, free from the Corruptions and Errors which
have been fuperinduc’d for many Years. Their Hearts
‘fhall yield as to an Oracle, and the King of the
Country fhall approve of their Counfel. So fhall all
‘thole of the Noble and Vulgar, ‘whofe good Fate is
written in their Foreheads. As for the reft, they
fhall remain in their Incredulity.

This holy Perfon fhall reform the Errors of all
the-Chriftian Churches, utterly abolithing the Ufe of
Images and Piftures, convince the Jews of their In-
fidelity, and chafe away the Darknefs of Superflition
from the Earth, He fhall argue with Reafons fo
forcible and cogent, -fo clear and demonftrative, that
none but the wilfully obftinate will refift the Tryth
‘which-he divulges, or oppofe his authentick Miffion.
Thoufands fhall be converted by the Dint in his
Words, and ten thoufands by his exemplary Life.
For he fhall go up and down preaching ard doing

ood Works throughout Great-Britain, tll the
%Iumber of his Profelytes is compleat. Then he
‘fhall fend Apoftles and Meflengers into Sawedeland,

Dernmark,
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Denmark, Mufecovy, and other Parts of Europe, who
fhall alfo convert an innumerable Muititude to his
Law. Foreign Princes fhall fend their Ambafladors
to the King of Great-Britain, and to him; for he
fhall be at the King’s Right-Hand. They fhall enter
into Leagues and Covenants, and all the Chritian
Princes fhall be at Unity. Mighty Armies fhall be
rais’d in the North, who fhall come down and give
new Courage to the opprels'd Nazarenes of the Weft.
They fhall all take up Arms, and chafe the Ofmans
back again to their own Country, recovering thc
Wealth which they had taken from them.

After this, by an univerfal Agreement of the C}m-’
ftians, this holy Perfon fhall be proclaim’d the Great
Pattor of the Church. A prodigious Army fhall be
gathered together out of all the Chriftian Nations,
to conduét him to the Holy Land, and to crown him
in Ferufalem. They fhall vanquifh and exterminate
the Ofmans out of Palefline, and all the adjacent Re-
gions. Then fhall Ferufzlem be rebuilt glorioufly 3
and the Temple of So/omon with Saphires and Emeralds.
That City fhall be the Seat of the Chriltian A7,
this new Patriach and his Succeffors, to the Day of
Doom. Then fhall the Eyes of the Jews be opened =
They fhall acknowledge Fefus the Son of Mary to
be the True Mefffas, whem they have fo frequcndy
curfed. Ina Word, he fays, both Jaws and Gentiles,
People of all Nations, fhall refort o Ferufaiem, or
ferd thither their Gifts and Prefents. It fhall become
the Miftrels of the whole Earth. N

Sage Cheick, this is the Subftance of what my Cou-
fin If5uf acquaints me with concerning the Wandring
Jew, and his new Doltrines. The Cefure of which
1 leave to thee, who haft a di ifcernirg Spirit, and
art able to diftinguifh. Truth from an Impofture.
Gop only knows what is hid in the Womb of Fu-
turity. Every Age is pregnant, and brings forth
ftrange Events. Yet when 'tis over, all founds like
a Dream. ‘The World it felf is no better ; and I

Lz that
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that write this, am but, methinks, the Shadow of
a Vifion or Trance. I hardly krow whether I'm a-
{leep or awake whillt my Pen feems to meve. There-
fore, it being very late, I lay it afide, and bid thee
adieu: Praying that thou and I may have the Hap-
pinefs, even in this Life, to tafte the fweet Slumbers
of Paradife.

Paris, 7b of the 12th Moon,
of the Year 1672.

.

LETTER XIIL

o Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se-
cretary of the Ottoman Empire,

Think all the fenfible World are irquifitive into

the Life of Cardinal Richlien. He was the Pole-
Star of Statefmen, whilft living: And now he is
dead, his Memoirs and Maxims ferve as a Chart and
Compafs, by which the Politicians fteer their Courfe
to avoid the Rocks and Shelves which threaten a
Kingdom, or Commonwealth, both in the Tempefts
of War, and tke Serene Calms of Peace.

"Theu haft formerly receiv’d fome Remarks from
me, on the Life of this great Minifter ; yet I am not
furpriz'd at the Contents of thy laft Difpatch, which
require a farther Account of him. No Body can
know too much of a Man who was the Miracle of
his Time; and not only ftartled the wifeft of Con-
temporaries, by his prodigions Aétions ; but has puz-
zled all that furvive him, to trace his Footfteps.

Undoubtadly, France owes to bis Conduét all her
prefent Grandeur, with the Hopes fhe has of in
creafing it. To him fhe is indebted for her Con-
quelts ia Flanders, Sicily, Catalonia, Picdmout, ar}xld

) tne
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the German Frontiers. *Twas he firft taught her the
compleat Way to humble her infolent Neighbours,
and to fupprefs her rebellious Demefticks. He much
abated the troublefome Weight of a Crown, and made
it fit lighter on the Head of Lewwis XIII. Whil(k
Cardiral Mazarini, his Succeflor in the Prime Miniftry,
alting by the fame Principles, render’d it as foft and
caly to the prefent King, as the Grand Signior’s Tur-
bant. In a Word, thro’ the Efficacy of Richlieu’s
Politicks, Leavis XIV is become -the moft abfolute
Monarch in Chrifiendom. For he either undermines
or over-reaches his Enemies, by fpecious Treaties of
Peace, where he is fure to have the better onit; or
he runs them down with the Force of War. ‘T’ con-
clude, he has a long Head, and a long Sword, which
all will confefs that have to do with him. And this
is the pure Refult of Richlien’s Memoirs. .

Yet after all, that Minifter had his blind Side too,
as well as other Mortals. Publick Virtues, and pri-
vate Vices; State Perfettions, and Perfonal Frailties.
He ferved his Mafter with a Zeal and Fidelity, with 2
Wifdom and Courage difficult to be matchd ; but
he ferved himfelf after the ccmmon Mauner of Men.
He indulged his favourite Pafions, which were Love,
Jealoufy, and Revenge.

There is a Letter of mine regifter’d in the Ar-
chives of the Sacred Porte, wherein I mentioned a
particular Amour of this great Prelate. Befides that,
he had feveral Intrigues with the Duchefs of E/
teuf, the Countefs of Soiffons, and other Ladies of
prime Quality. Nay, there are not wanting fuch
as confidently report, that he had two Children by
one of his own Nieces. And Verfes were {pread about
on that Subjeét.

As he cherifthed this foft Inclination to Women,'
fo he was naturally jealous of all Rivals, whether of
his Love or Interet. He would never fuffer any
Man to live, whom he once fufpefted to be in a
Capacity, and to make the {mallet Advances to

thwart his Defigns.
L3 For
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. For this Reafon, he gave the moft confiderable
military Offices, both by Sea and Land, to Ecclefi-
afticks, whe depended on him; which occafion’d a
certain waggith Poet to pafs this Jeft on the publick
“Adminiftration :

Un Archevéque et Admiral,

Un Gros Evéque ¢fl Corporal,

Un Prelat Prefident aux Frontieres,

Un autre a des Tronpes guerrieres,

Un Capuchin penfe au Cumbat,

Un Cardinal a des Soldat,

Un autre ¢ff Generaliffime 5

France je croy qu'icy bas

Ton Eglife fi Magnanime,

Milite & ne triomphe pas.
Refleting hereby on the Archbifhop of Bourdeaus,
the Bithop of Chartres, the Bifhop of Nantes, the
Bithop of Mande, Father Fofeph a Friar, Cardinal e
Valette, and Cardinal Richlien ; thefe being the chief
Commanders of the Land and Sea-Forces.

It will make thee {mile, perhaps, to read an Epi-
taph that was made on that Father Fofiph above-
named ; who being efteem’d a very infamous Man,
and lying interr’d in the fame Tomb with another
Friar named Father AngeX provok’d fome fatirical
Wit to put this Sarcafm on him :

Paffant; n'eft ce paft chofe etrange,
De woir Diable auprés d’un Ange ?

. I believe Father Fo/ph was the worfe belov'd for
being Cardinal Richlieu's Confeflor. It was obferv’d
that he died fuddenly, without confeffing himfelf:
which occafion’d another Epitaph to be made on
him :

.

Soufe
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Soufe ce Tombean gin un bon Pere,
Qui eat tant de Diﬁrtt‘ian.
Que pour Etre bon Secrétaire

1 mourst fans Confeffion.

Every body fufpedts the Cardinal had a Hand in,
his precipitate Death, to prevent his telling of Tales:
For he knew all his Secrets ; and the Cardinal was
known to be with him, when he died. It was du-
ring the Siege of Brijac, a City on the Rbire, which,
was then upon the point of furrendring to the
French: And the News coming to the Cardinal, juft
as, Father Jofeph was in his laft Agonies, he came.
to- his Bed-fide, and, laying his Mouth clofe to the
poor Friar’s Ear, cried as loud as he could, Courage,
Ceurage, maon Pere, Nous avex pris Brifac. A frange
Cordial for a dying Man ; and fomebody made. thefe
Verfes on it

Ite Cucullati, wobis fi Purpura ridet,
Fungitur Inferni Munere Pontificis.

There is another Inflance of this Cardinal’s Re-
vengeful Temper and his Cruelty. One Day the
Duke of Orleans, who hated him mortally, went to
his Palace, under pretence of giving him a Vifit,
but really with a Defign to ftab him. However, as
foon as he came into the Cardinal’'s Prefence, his
Nofe fell a bleeding. Which appearing to him as’
an ominous Prefage of what he was going about,,
he was ftruck with fome Remorfe, and frankly con-"
- fefling his Defign to the Cardinal, begg'd his Par-,
don. That cunning Mlinifler diffembling his Re-
fentments, knowing the Duke was not a2 Man of’
Refolution enough to undertake fo bold an A&ion,
unlefs he had been extremely animated by fome-
body near him ; he prefently refleted on Monfieur
Puylaurent, the Duke’s chief Favourite. Immedi-
ately he decreed his Ruin, and to effeft it with
more Eafe, he pretended an extraordinary Friend-

L 4 fhip

-
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fhip to him, cffering him one of his Nieces.in Mar-
riage. Monfieur Puylaurent, who fufpe@ed not the
Train which was laid for him, embraced the Pro-
pofal with much Joy, as hoping thereby to raife and
eftablith his Fortune under the Protetion of his po-
tent Uncle. Infine,” he married the Cardinal’s Niece,
but lived not to enjoy her ; for on the very Nuptial
Day, the Cardinal caufed him to be arrefted and fent
Prifoner to the Baflile, where he was poifoned by a
Friar, in a Glafs of Wine. As foon as he had
{wallowed the fatal Potion, the Friar told him,
awas neceflary for bim to confefs bis Sins that wery M-
ment, in regard ke bad but a few Minutes 1o live.
Monfieur Puylaurent threw the Glafs at the Friar's
Head, giving him two or three fwinging Curfes, and
then fell, on his Knees to Confeflion ; which being
perform’d, he expird.

Sometimes the Cardinal was very fingular and in-
genions in the Execution of his Revenge, as if he
endeavour’d to perfuade the World, that he fulfilled
the Law of the Talio, which requires an Eye for
an Eye, and punithes by an exa& kind of Propor-
tion. As it happened in the Cafe of the Dukes of
Guife, Montmerarey, and Menfieur de Baffompierre.
Thefe were the Heads of a Fa&ion, which diame-
trically oppefed the Cardinal and his Party. He was
the grand Eye-fore, the chief Obftacle of their de-
figa’d ‘Prevalence at the Court. Wherefore, if they
could but once remove him out of the Way, they
thought themfelves fure of the King's Ear, in all
Things. To effett this, they confulted together how
to difpofe of him. *The Duke of Guife was of Opi-
nion, he thould not be kill’d, in regard he was a Prince
of the hely Church; but that he fhould be fent to
Ree, there to attend the proper Affairs of the Ec-
clefiaftical Fun&ion, among the reft of Lis purpled
Bréthren, The Duke of Montrorengy was clearly
for taking off-his' Head. But Monfieur e Ba/fom-
plerre was againft both thefe Methods : For, faid he,
If be be fent 20 Rome, be avill be always plotting of

oot v Mifehief
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Mifchicf againft us. And it awould be an eternal Ble-
mifb to France, if the Purple of the Holy Church fhould
be fiained avith Blood. Let us fend bim clofe Prifoner to
the Baflile, avhere be may fpend the Remainder of his Days.
in auriting learned Books.

The Cardinal, who had his Agents bufy about in
all Parts, foon was informed of this Confult: And
he retaliated every Man’s Sentence upon its own
Author. For he banithed the Duke of Guife con-
fining him to Reme ; he beheaded the Duke of Mont-,
morency 5 and imprifoned Monfieur de Baffompierre in
the Baftile, where he lay till the Cardinal’s Death. |

I could infert a great many more Remarks con-
cerning Cardinal Ricklien: But I am afraid of of-
fending by Tedioufnefs. If thou commandet me,
another Letter fhall prefent thee with more Varie-
ties.

In the mean Time, with humbleft Obeifance and
Refpe&, I defift, and take my Conge; withing {heq
a long Life on Earth, full of Honour; and a Fame
without Blemifh, when thou art tranflated to Heaven.

Paris, 15¢h of the 1/t Docn,
of the Year 1673.

LETTER XIV,

To Mufu Abu’l, Yahyan, Profiffor of
Philofophy a¢ Fez. I f

Y M HOU hatt laid a grand Obligztion on me by
thy laft Difpatch, whofe learned Contents have
opened my Eyes; or rather drawn back the Veit
which covered the Interiors of A4frick, from the View
of Strangers. Now I fland -as it were on the Top
Lg of
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of 2 high Mountain, from whence I take a clear
Profpect of thofe fair Regions, inhabited by Blacks,
I furvey the Paradifes of the Torrid Zone, a moft fer-
tile and populous Climate ; though blind Antiquity
could not difcern a Blade of Grafs growing there, nor
any of human Race fetching their Breath,

My Mind revels id perfe¢t Voluptuoulnefs, and all
the Faculties of my Soul banquet on the Contempla-
tion of that moft deleftable Precinét of the World.
Oh, Africk? 'Iho'u may'ft be called the Baze, or
Marcat, where Nature exhibits all her choiceft Won-
ders. Thy Mountains are higher than the Clouds; their
Tops are inacceflible. They approach the Borders of
Paradife. On_them fall the Rivers of Eden in migh-
ty Cataralts. The Noife of the precipitate Waters is
heard afar off, like the Sound of remote Thunders.
It deafens the Ears, and aftonithes the Minds of Mor-
tals. The ambitious under-growing Rocks are proud
of the glorious Cafcade 5 and envy thofe that fhoot up
above them which receive the facred Flood at the firft
Hand, from the very Wings of Gabriel.

Happy are the Valleys which lie beneath, and are
yearly impregnated by the Heavenly Deluge. The
grateful Fields and Plains in humble Acknowledgment,
make the Returns of Corn and Fruits in due Seafon.
'The Marfhes of Egspt are as the Gardens of 4fa,
arnd the Banks of the N7/ as the fenced Seminaries
of Babylon, fragrant and abounding in all Sorts of
vegetable Delicacies. .

My Heart is ravifh’d with the Speculations of thefe
Things. Iam full as the Moon, and cannot utter
my Sentiments in order. Vifions of Fthiopia, Mo-
zocca, Fez, and the Land of Archers invade my Eyes,
I behold the beautiful Provinces of the South in a
Trance; I ftand gazing in Ecflacy on the fhady
Groves of Eenin and Ardr, the Haunts of lovely
Demons, the Genii of the upper Element ; who daily
defcend to thefe refrething Solitudes, and converfe
with their younger Brethren, incarnate mortal De-
mois, the Sens of Mea. - -

I confidez
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I confider with Admiration the Monfters of Africk,
the Creatures of the Sun and Slime. ,With contem-
plative Horror, 1 draw near the Dens of Dragonss
the Purlieu of Crocodiles, and other amphibious A-
nimals, which lurk among the Reeds of Ni/e and Niger,
to trapan with feigned Cries the unwary Traveller.

In fine, I am moved with fuperlative Devotion and
Joy, when I purfue thy accurate Defcription of the
principal Mofque at Fez. Methinks I fee the ftu-
pendous Fabrick making its lofty Advance towards
Heaven. My Eyes revere the holy and magnificent
Struéture, on the outfide adorned with ftately Towers
and Minerats, and covering fifty hundred Paces in\
its Circuit. But when my Fancy enters in by any”~
of the one and thirty Gates by Night, I am dazzled
with the infupportable Splendor of fo many thou-
fand Lamps, as burn within that moft jlluftrious
Temple. I admire with proportionate Veneration,
the Charafler thou giveft of all the other Magnifi-
cences in that ancient and noble City, with whatfo-
ever elfe thou fayeft of the whole Kingdom, and the
adjacent Regions.

In anfwer to thy Requeft, I will in another Let-
ter fend thee a fhort Pourtraicture and Hiftory of
Conflantinople ; but now I am interrupted by Coms
pany. Befides, my Letter would be too long.

I befeech thee to cherith that Friendthip which
thou haft hitherto fhew’d me: And let me have the
Honour of thy frequent Converfation by Letters.
For though T live in a populous City, yet my Life-
feems like that of an Owl or a Pelican of the De-
fart, extremely folitary and dejectcd.

Paris, 19th of the 3d Moon
of the Year 1673,

L6 LETTER -
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LETTER XV,
Do the fame.

UCH is the Zeal I have to demonftrate how

highly I value thy Friendfhip, that I would not
fuffer this Poft tq efcape without gratifying thy Ex-
petations. I juft now difmifs’"d my Company, and
havisg Time enough, will entertzin thee with an
Abftraét of what I know to be moft remarkable in
the State of Conflantinople, both at prefent and in
ancient T'imes.

In the. firlt Place, it will be convenient for thee
to know, That this City was formerly called Byzan-
téum, from one Byzas, Admiral of the Sgartan Fleet,
under Paufanias the King of Sparta, who laid the
firft Foundations of it. The Story is this:

- In old Time the Grecians having a mind to build
a ncw City in fome Pare of Thrace, and being at
odds about the Choice of a Spot of Ground fuitable
to fogreat and importantan Undertaking, they at laft
agreed to confult the Oracle of o/, They did
{o, and were anflwer'd, That they fhould lay the Fourn-
daticn of the City right over-againfi the blind Men ;.
For fo the Inhabitants of Chaleedsn were called, be-
caufe when they were upon ithe fame Defign of
founding a new City, thcy could not difcern between
the Fertility of the Soil on that fide the Propontis
where Conflantincple now ftands, and the Barrennefs
and Defart State of the Ground where they built, on.
- the other Side.

Paufanias therefore bufying his Mind abous thefe
Things, and pitching right upon the Senfe of the
Oracle, caus’d the Foundations of the City to be laid
exaltly over-againlt Chaleedon ;. And when it was fi-
nifhed it was called Byzantizn:, as I have faid, from.
Byzas, who had the Qverfight of the Work. ;

t
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It retain’d this Name many Years and Ages, flou-
rithing in a high Degree among the other Cities of
Greece and Thrace, being efteemed the Gate of Europe
and 4fiz, by which the mutual Commerce of both
thofe Quarters of the Earth was interchangeably held up.

But after the Days of the Mefas, there arofe an
Emperor of Rome, whofe Name was Conflantine. This
Prince, as it is recorded in Roman Haftories, faw a
Vifion in the Air, when he was at the Head of his
Army, marching againft Licinius, and preparing to
give Battle. He and all his Soldiers beheld the Fi-
gure of a Crofs, with thefe Words plainly engraven
in the Firmament : Iz boc Signo winces : Conflantine
took this for a good Omen, and caofed a Standard
of Silver to be made exallly after the fame Form :
To which he appointed fifty Standard-Bearers, to car-
ry it by Turns, and to guard it: For it was exceed-
ing rich, being embofs’d all over with Rubies, Dia-
monds, Pearls, and other precious Jewels of the O-
rient. He built a Pavilion alfo for the glorious Ido! ;
and being inftru&ted in the Chriftian Law by Exfebius
Pamphylius, and other learned Mollahs, he was at laft
baptized by Sylvefier the Pope. AN

This great Monarch, as the Story goes, being very
pious, and having conceiv’d a profound Veneration
for Pope Sylvefier, left him the Dominicn of Rome, and
a great Part of Jrak, whilft he removed the Imperial
Court to the Eaft, and took up his Refidence at Byzan-
tium, which he avgmented with innumerable ftately
Edifices ; firiving, it poffible, to equal it with the Ma-
jefty and Grandeur of Rome. He collefted whatfoever
was precious and beautiful in all the Eaft, to adorn the
City withal :. Witnefs the Palaces of fuperb Archi-
te€ture, the admirable Heighth and Form of divers
Obelitks and Pillars, all made of Marble, Porphyry,
or Jafper. Not to infiit.on the prodigious Strength and
Firmnels of the Walls, the coftly Aqueduéts, with
other ferviceable Things. At lagt, that he might con-
fecrate himfelf to immortal Renown, he called the
City by his own Name, Conflantingple, or the City of

. Conflantine ;.
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Conflantine: By which Name it is known even to
this Day. It was alfo called Neaw Rone, after it once
became the Seat of the Chriftian Emperors: In whofe
Pofleflion it remain'd, ullit was taken by Mabormer 11,
invincible Emperor of the Ottsmans, the Year 1453,
according to the Epocha of the Nazarewes ; on the
third Day of the Week which they call Peatecoft.

It had been a grand Negle& and Overfight in any
Prince fo potent and politick as Mabomet was, to
fuffer fuch an Opportunity to efcape as Fortune of-
fered him, of tzking the moft opulent and glorious
City in the World. For there was ag irreconcileable
Schifm broke forth between the Churches of the Eaft
and Weft. There were two or three Popes st the
fame Time, quarrelling in Rome for the Suprema-
cy s there was 2 War of fifty Years ftanding between
the French and the Englj/s, which uphing'd all the
Courts in Eurepe. The Chriftians had long before,
{by dear-bought Experience, the Lofs of many hun-
dred thoufand Men, and infinite Sums of Money,
confum’d in thofe vain and rafh Expeditions which
they fanttified with the fpecious Title of the Hek
7¥'sr,) found, that it was nat eafy to wreft one Town
of Strength out of the Hands of the tenacious Muf
Jfulmans 5 much lefs to defend it long, or fave their
moft imyortant Cities from the Fury of a Turkifp
Reprizal. They were fick and furfeited with the
vifionary Stoff of Peter the Hermit : and all Jllumi-
nato's like him, grew out of Fathion. Every Prince
and State in Weftern Chriftendom, began to mind their
own Intereft; no more enthufiaftick Tales of that
Kind would go down : The great ones had open'd
their Eyes.

Befides, he that was then Emperor of Grecee, Con-
flantius Paleokgus, was look’d upon by the Chriftians
as a Tyrant, the Ofi-fpring of Tyrants and Ufurpers.
"The Grecians flill retain’d the black Memoirs of thofe
horrid and nefandous Tragedies, alted by Michael Ax-
dronicus, Fobn and Manuel, the Predeceflors and An-
ceftors of this Confantize. And they had fuch a pla;-

ticu
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ticular Averfion for his Government, that tho’ there
were infinite Treafures of Gold and Silver in the
Hands of the rich Citizens of Coafantinople, when
that City was befieged by Mabomet I, yet no Man
would part with the leaft Sum of Money to fupport
the Publick Caufe : but chofe rather, in a kind of a
revengeful and defperate Sullennefs, to fall into the
Hands of the viorious Ofnans, than to afford their
hated Sovereign any Relief.

Thus fell that Queen of Cities, the Glory of all
the Eaft, under the Power of our puiflant Emperors,
in whofe Pofleflion it remains to this Day ; and may
it fo remain till the Moon fhall be in her lat Wane,
and the Sun fhall ceafe to thine on the World.

In the mean Time, I will entertain thee en paf
Jant, as the French call it, with a thort View of the
chief Magnificences in Conflantinople.

That which firft draws the Admiration of Tra-
vellers, is the glorious Stru€ture of SenfZa Sophia, a
Temple confecrated to the Eternal WISDOM by
which the Worlds were made: Built by the Empe-
ror Fuftinian with inimitable Magnificence ; tho’ af-
terwards fpoiled and plunder’d of its chiefeft Crna-
ments, by the greedy Scldiers of Mabomer II, whom
I have {o often mentioned ; and fix Parts of it entire-
ly fubverted by fucceeding Emperors.

Pity it was, if furious and ill-grounded Superiti-
tion was the Caufe of fuch deplorable Ruins. What
can be faid of thofe who demolifhed the Sub-Fana
of the Third Temple, celebrated in the univer{al
Hiftory of the World? That of Diana at Epbe-
Jus, 'tis true, was the Pattern; yet 'twas not much
beyond Sokmon’s boafted Fane at Ferafalem, without
Iron, Pins, or Nails, orother Work of the Hammer,
excelled but a little in the Artifice and Symmetry.
Indeed, the Luftrc of Sion’s Mofque was more ra-
diant and glorious in Workmanthip of Geld, the
Walls and Floor being over-laid with that Metal,
and the Roof on the OQutfide was, as it were, ftud-
ded with Spikes of beaten Gold fo thick, that there

wai
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was not Room for a Bird to perch between them..
And this was done to prevent the Prophanation of
the Temple by their muting on it.

When the Sun fhone in its full Strength, the Co-
vering of the Temple, thus adorned, locked like a
Firmament glittering with innumerable Stars,

But to return to the Mofque of San&a Sophia, let
us confider it in its primitive State, and we fhall find
fome exce'lent Curiofities. Among the reft there was
a Candleftick or Sconce of beaten Gold, {o admirably
contriv’d, that it fpontaneouly fed the Bowls of feven
Branches, with a conftant Stream of QOil, which by
equal Meafures flow’d into them from the Hollow of
the Shaft. So that if the Flame but of one fingle
one had wanted Aliment, all ths reft muft have been
extinguifhed at the fame Time.

The Walls of this gloricus Mofque, within and
without, prefent the Eye with nothing but white
Marble, Porphyry, and other precious Stoncs. The
Roof is of a prodigious Height, cover’d with Lead
without, but_proudly oftentous of its inward Ceil-
ing, which is divided into Vaults and Arches richly
adorned with Golden Fret-work, and fupported by
Fillars of Cyprian Jafper, pureft white Marble and
Porphyry. There is a Marble Stone in the Mofque
had in great Reverence by the True Faithful, becaufe
the Tradition goes, That on it, Mary the: Mother of
Jefus, avafp’d the Infant-Propker’s Liznen.

There are alfo uader the Mofque, innumerable Vaults
or Oratories, full of Altars and Sepulchres : But there
is no Accefs to them, in regard the Doors are walled
up.
P[n a Place not far from thefe, you find ten huge
Vefels full of Oil, referved there ever fince the Days
of Conflantine the Great, ver remains uncorr. pted
being of Colour white like Milk. It isan inexpia-
ble Crime for any, but the Grand Signios’s Phyfici-
ans and Surgeons to ufe or touch it. And they com-
pound certain Medicaments with it, for the Servxce cf

Lkim and his Serasl.
Now



Vol VIL. & Spy at Parts. 233

Now I remember what I have read in a very au-
thentick Hiftorian, corcerning an Qil made by cer-
tain Holy Perfons, who only had the Secret of it. As
the Story goes, it was extratted from the Leaves and
Chips of Wood which are found fleating in the Ri-
vers that defcend out of Paradife. This Oil they
compcunded with our Ingredients, and performed
Cures therewith, which were efteemed miraculous. It
was fent from one Prince to another, as a Sacred and
Invaluable Treafure: Till at laft it came into the
Hands of the Eaftern Patriarchs, who prefided over
the Chriftians of the Greed, Armenian, and Egyptian
Churches, who pretend to the only True Myftery and
Power of making it at this very Day. And that
though the ancient Popes of Rome, were formesly
prefented with a yearly Portion of it, fo long as they
remained in Communion with the Patriarchs of the
Eaft; yetafter ¥ifor had once made the fatal Schifm,
which never could be healed fince, the Holy Favour
was denied to his Succeflors: Who inftead of the O-
riginal Genuine Oil, were forced to counterfeit it,.
ufing a fpurious Unguent, to preferve the Authority
of tneir Religious Sacraments.  And hence they fay,.
it comes to pafs, that few or none are ever healed by
the Extreme Urion of the Latin Church.

God knows, whether this be Truth or no. Bat
I am apt to think, that the Ten Jars of Oil before
mentioned, which lie under the Mofque of 4ja-So-
phian, are Relicks of the Ancient Patriarchs of Cox-
Slantincple 5 who had the Secret of compounding the
myfterious Extraét.

From the Place where thele Veffels are kept, you
defcend into the Dormitories of Royal Otoman Car-
cafes, the Sons of our renowned Emperors. From
thence you pafs into Two Caverns, one leading di- .
retly to the Seraglio, the other extending it {elf un-
der the Buildings of the City, by a vaft long Traét
of Ground. I know no Ulfe there is at” prefent of
the former Cave : But the latter ferves for a2 Work-:
reom to certain poor Silk-Spinfters. ° .

This
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This Letter would be too tedious, if I fhould de-
fcribe all the other Mofques and Buildings of Note in
Conflantincple. Wherefore, not to tire thee, I will
referve what remains to be faid of that Glorios City

.for other Difpatches.

In the mean Time, with an affe@ionate Conge of,
my Soul, I bid thee Adieu: Praying God to let thee
crop the choiceft Flowers of Human Happire(.

Paris, 14¢h of the 5th Doon,
of the Year 1673.

LETTER XVL

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal
* Secretary of the Ottoman Empire.

OW I will perform the Promife I made thee
long ago; which was to prefent thee with an
Idea of the different Strength and Policies of thefe
Nazarene Kingdoms and States :  wherein, I will be-
gir with Germany; which is, as it were, the laft Re-
trenchment of the declining Roman Empire.
. The Annalsaffirm, that i the Reign of Charles'V,
when the Mu/ffulmansiavaded Aufiria with innumerable
Forces, that Emperor oppofed him with an Army of
goooo Foot, and goooo Horle. Maximilian 11,
went beyond him, and raifed 100000 Foot, and
35000 Horfe. Neither was Corn dear in fo vaft an
Army. Itiscertain, that the German Emperor can,
upon Occafion, fend into the Field 200000 expert
Soldiers. It is moreover obferved, that from the
Year 1560 of the Chriftians Hegira, even to thefe
prefent Times, there has been no War between France,
Spain, and the Netherlands, wherein many Thoufands
of Germans have not ferv'd.
- Their
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Their beft Infantry is gather’d out of Bawvaria, Au-
Sfiria, and Wefiphalia: And their choiceft Cavalry-
come out of Brunfwick, Fuliers, and Frankendal. Both
Foot and Horfe fight better, .or more fuccefsfully in
an open Plain or Field, than in narrow Covert Pla-
ces ; fuch as Lanes and Woods, {’c. For they are not
good at taking Advantages of Ground, or at politick
Skirmifhes, and cunning Ambufcades. They have not
Patience to lie long waiting the Enemy’s Motions, nei-
ther care they to divide their main Body into Frag-
ments, or Detachments ; but they love to wedge them-
felves all together in Form of a Triangle, and {o march
with grave and flow Pace, that fo they may break thro’
their Enemies, and confound their Order, which they
efteem a certain Step to Vi€tory. They fight better alfo
under a Foreign Commander, thana General of their
own Nation. They cannot endure the Hardfhips and
AfiliCtions of a long Siege ; but when once they begin
to fmart for Want of Provifions, they foon capitulate,
and furrender. Neither have they more Patience in a
Camp, to bear the Injuries of Weather ; but they make
Hatfte to fet upon the Enemy, and decide the Quarrel
in a pitch’d Combat: Wherein, if their firft Onfet
fail, they feem like Men flupify’d, aftonith’d, orina
Trance; not knowing whether they had beft to renew
the Affault, or to fly: And if they once fly, there is’
no rallying them again. Yet thefe Armies are not
rais’d without a vaft Expence, nor maintained without
a greater, being cumber’d with a Train of Women,
Children, and Servants ; who confume the Provifions
of the Soldiers, fo that many times they fiarve for want
of common Ammunition Bread.

Their Horfes may be called rather ftrong, than
fprightly and bold; being for the moft Part taken
from the Plough, or other Rural Drudgeries. In z
word, they’re like their Riders, phlegmatick and dull ;
baving this alfo pecaliar in their Conftitution, that at
the Sight of Blood they fhrink, and are ready to faint:
Whereas the Spani/b Horfe gather frefh Courage from
this Speftacle. ”

The
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The Germans alfo have confiderable Forces by Sea ;
, but they feldom make ufe of them, unlefs it be a-
gainft the Danes, and Swedes.  Befides all this, their
Auxiliary Armies are rot to be forgot, which they
receive from Jralian Princes, from the Dukes of Sa-
wvey, and Lorrain, and fometimes from the trulty Savife:.

But there are two Things chiefly wanting in this
Empire, amidft all its numerous Forces: One is,
Unity and Concord among the Subjets; another is,
a fix’d Refolution and Readine(s to enterprize any
Thing of Moment. Their Hans-Towns are always
jealous of the Neighbouring Princes. And thefe
again give them Occafion to fulpect their Power, and
hate their Intereft, which they fo often employ a-
gainft *them, by incroaching on their Privileges.
Then the Catholicks and Proteitants are always quar-
relling : And one Se& of Proteftants perpetually per-
fecuting another. Hence it falls out, that the Princes
go fo unwillingly and rarely to the Diets: And
when they come there, they fpin out fo much Time
in adjufting their private Pretenfions, Claims, and
Privileges ; in performing of State-Ceremonies ; and
in deliberating concerning the Publick Good; whilit
every one contradifls his Neighbour, and labours
with all his Might to eftablith his own Opinion,
and get it pafs’d into a Decree by the Sanéion of the
Diet; that before they come ta any Refolves, an ex-
peditious and potent Enemy mightrufh into the Heart
of the Country, and even take all thefe Northern
Blockheads Prifoners. .

The German Empire is Ele@ive; and the Power of
- chufing Cefar is in the Hands of Seven Princes. Thefe
are firft, the Archbithop of Mentz, Grand Chancellor
of the Bmpire; in whofe Cuftody arethe Archives and
Decrees of the German Diets. The .Second is, the
Archbithop of Triers, or Treves, Great Chancellor of
the Empire for France. The Third is,” the Archbifhop
of Colen, Great Chancellor of the Empire for Italy.
The Fourth is, the King of Bobemia, Cup-bearer to

the Emperor. The Fifth is, the Count Palatine ﬂc:f
e
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the Rhine, Malter of the Imperial Palace. ‘The Sixth
is, the Duke of Saxony, Marfhal or Sword-Bearer to
the Emperor.  The Seventh and laft is, the Marquis
of Branderburg, Great Chamberlain, or Treafurer of
the Empire.

There are reckon’d z5 Politick Princes or Dukes of
the Empire, 6 Marquifles, s Lantgraves, g Archbi-
fhops, and Bifhops 47 5 Abbots who enjoy the Title
and Dignity of Princes 12, Abbots of a lower De-
gree 52.  With innumerable others, too tedious to
be named. Tley recken alfo 82 Counts of principal
Note, befides many of a meanrer Figure. They num-
ber 49 Barons and Free Lords, go Hans-Towrs, and
10 Circles of the Empire.

In the German-Diets, this Order is obferved :
When the Emperor is placed in the Throne, the Arch-
bifhop of Triers takes his Place jult over againft him :
He of Ilentz fits next to the Emperor, on his Right
-Hand ; the Second Place belangs to the King of Bs-
bemia; and the Third to the Count Palatize of the
Rbine. Onthe Emperor’s Left Hard, the Archbifhop
of Cologn takes the firft Place ; the Duke of Saxosy the
next; and the Marquis of Brandenburgh the third.

The Hans-Towns which acknowledge no other Lord
but the Emperor, are governed by their own Municipal
Laws and Privileges. In fome of them the Common
People bear Rule 5 in othersa Mixture of the Commons
and Nobles; and many of them wholly obey the
Nobility.

No Man falutes by the T'tle of Emperor, him
whom the Princes have elefed to that Dignity, till
he be crown’d by the Pgge or Aufti of Rore. They
call him Czfzr, or King of the Romans, or King of
Germany, but not Emperor, till the Coronation is
finilh’d. Nor does the Emperor, even after he is
crown’d and eftablifi’d in the Throne, exercife an
Abfolute Power in all Things; Affairs of Importance
being gererally referr'd to the Publick Diets or Divans
of the Empire ; where the Ele€toral Princes deliberate
all Things; On whom the very Power of the Em-
peror himfelf depends. Thefe
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Thefe Diets are very confus’d and tedious, in re-
gard the Princes feldom appear there in their own
Perfons, but fend their Ambafladors and Deputies,
who yet have not full Power to conclude any Thing
without particular Orders from their refpettive Ma-
fters. So that a prodigious deal of Time is taken up,
in fending Couriers to inform the Princes of all emer-
gent Counfels and Tranfa&lions, and in waiting for
their exprefs Ipftrations and Anfwers again.

In a word, confidering the Diverfity of Interefts
carried on by the Elettoral Princes, their mutual Feuds
and Diffentions, Domeftick Animofities, anid Foreign
‘Engagements, both on Religicus and Political Accounts;
*tis a Miracle that this tottering Empire ftands fo long,
and does not fall to Ruin : Efpecially being environ’d,
and almoft continually affaulted by Three Potent E-
nemies; the King of Sweden, the King of France,
and our invincible Monarch: Not to mention the
frequent Incurfions of the Mufeovites and Tartars;
the Revolts of the Hungarians, Tranfilvanians, Bof-
nians, Croats, and other Nations, which are counted
‘Members of the German Empire. But he abounds
in Men and Money, with all other Neceflaries to fup-
port his Wars : There not being a more rich and
populous Region on Earth, than Germany.

Sage Hamet, when the determin’d Period is come,
‘God will abafe the Pride of thefe &fdels by the Hands
of the True Believers: The Riches of the Welft fhall
become the Spoil of Eaftern Heroes ; and the Pofteri-
of Sher: fhall take Root in the Cities of Fapbet.

May’ft thou live till that Time, to triumph in the
Glory of the Houfe of JAmael, when they fhall be
exalted more than in the Ages that are paft.

Paris, gth of the 7th Moon,
of the Year 1673.

LETTER
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LETTER XVIL
Ty Cara Hali, Phyfician 0 b Grand

:Signior.

T H'Y Memory is like the Smell of Incenfe; re-
frething as Wine of Temedos in a Goblet of
pure Gold. When ‘my Heart is almoft dead with
Melancholy ; when I canfind no Pleafure in Com-
pany abroad, and thc very Elements of which I am
made, frown upon me; when the Time of Night
forces me to come home fighing as to a Prifon, and
the Hangings ‘of my Bed-Chamber look dull, and feem
to be painted with horrid Tragedies : Ina Word, when
every Thing in Nature appears in an angry threatning
Fit, then I think of thee, my Friend, and that Thought
telieves me. Thy beloved Idea is a perfe@ Talifman,
working Wonders in my Soul. It charms or coun-
tercharms, as my Occafions do require. No Fears
or Griefs, or other melancholy Paflions dare abide
its Energy: As foon as it appears, each baneful
Thought is gone; the Troops of fad Chimera’s va-
nifh like the Morning Mift before the Sun. Thou
art as a ftrong Tower or Fortrefs, where I can take
San&uary from my Enemies: An impregnable Cita-
del, feated on the Top of a high Rock ; from whence
I can look down with Scorn on my Perfecutors be-
neath, pofiefling my felf in perfect Security.

I dare not fo much as vent my Thoughts to ano-
ther, tho’ a Mufulman, for fear of fome untoward
Confequence : So induftrious is the Malice of moft
Men ; fo vigilant and ftudious for an Opportunity of
doing Mifchief. And as for thefe Infidels, my Con-
verfation is for the moft Part Hiftrionick. I 2m con.
ftrained to act to the Life a very zealous Chriftian,
and a Catholick : When, God knows, my Heart keeps
not Time:with ‘my exterior A&ions ard Words.

Noz



240 Letters writ by~ Vol. VII,

Not but that there are Scepticks among the Chriftians,
as well as among True Believers: But they are ge-
nerally very private and referv’d : For open Blafphe-
my, or what is reputed {o here, is certainly punifh’d
with Death.

I fometimes meet with ingenuous and candid Souls,
with whom I can difcourfe freely, and like a MMan
that doubts of many things, which others current-
Iy believe. Yet we dare not truft each other too
far, nor the very Air in which our Words vanifh,
after it has help’d to form them ; left fome {ly envious
Demon fhould catch the tranfient Sound, and rever-

‘berate the yet articulated Body of Particles which

made it, into fome inquifitive Ear to ruin us. For
there are certain bufy gofliping Eccho’s fcatter'd up
and ddwn the Elements, which are always lift’ning
to the Words of Mortals: And if the {pightful Elves
can but take hold of any Syllable to do a Man an In-
jury, they are big till they have vented it. Yet they
make no Shew or Noife, but whilper out their Tales
in Secret; fometimes in dead of Night, when Men
are faft afleep ; at other Times when they are deeply
mufing on the hidden things of Nature. For ’tis
only to the Wife, the Sage, the Noble, and the
Great, that 'they reveal thefe Paffages, becaufe
*tis fuch aloune have Ears to hear them. They haunt
the Bed-Chambers of Kings and Princes, to tell them
News in Dreams. They are the [wifteft Couriers
in the World. For they have Wirgs, and fly from

_Court to Court, and from one Climate to anotherin a

Moments time. They are always buzzing in the .

_Ears of St:tefmen and great Politicians, to whom they *

fhew the darlk Intrigues of Foreign and Domeftick
Enemies, Thus are Confpiracies and Plots of Re-
bels oft difcover'd, thou h managed never fo fe-
cretly.  They vifit now and then the Clofets of

Philofophers, and fuch as love the Sciences : NMen of

abftrafted Souls; whofe Thoughts are volatile and

“pure, their Fancies lively and vegete. To thefe they

unfold the eovert Myfteries of Nature, and fhew
’ them
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them Things to come. They frame the Ideas of
remote, unknown Events, which they imprint upon
the dudtile Minds of Prophets and hely Men: In-
fpiring them with ftrange and umnaccoustable Prefa-
ges of what fhall fhortly happen to themfelves or
others, whether it be good or evil. For thefe bufy-
bodies are the Daughters of the World’s great Soul ;
and they inherit an univerfal Senfe and Feeling of
whatfoever happens in the Elements. ’Tis true,
fome Knowledge they acquire by Study and Obfer-
vation, even as we Mortals do ;- but at a far {wift-
er Rate. Their airy Bodies do not fo opprefs their
intelle@ual Faculties, as our grofs Hulks of Flefh do
ours. We're forced to dig and plow, or-to fow
and harrow, for fmall Returns of Science. Qur Soil
is barren, it muft be marnured and cultivated with
Art and Colt, before it yields a tolerable Harveft of
what deferves the Name of folid Knowledge. But
thefe defecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to
do, but to be merely paflive, and they ftrait learn
every Thing : For the eternal S?ieme wanders
through the Univerfe,. to f{eek out fuch as will or
can imbibe her free Imprefiion. She voluntarily flides
into receptive Souls, and fills them with her Rays.
Thus the fublimer Genii of the Air, bafk in an
open Orb of intelle®ual - Light, becaufe they are
embodied in the moft refined and purelt Matter :
Whereas we Mortals muft be thankful for her IL
luminations by Retale. She only fhines on us through
Chinks and Crannies of our dungeon Flefh : And yet
bat feldom fo in diret Beams.- Few Men can boaft
that Privilege. The greateft Part walk only in the
uncertain Twilight of Opinion ; or, at beft, in the
faint languid Glimmering of human Reafon ; which,
like the Moon, conveys the Original Light of
Science to ns by Refleftion, and at a fecond Hand.
We are fain to learn from Books, from Converfation
and Experience.

Courtecus Ha/i, thon wilt pardon the Confufednefls
-and wani ¢f Ozder in this Letter, when thou fhalt con-

M fides
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{ider the Force of Melancholy which firft prompted
me to writeit. For, being very fad, and overcaft
with Clouds of dark and gloomy Thoughts, which
diflerent Paflions caufed to joftle one againft another
in my troubled Mind, I knew not how to efcape
the Tempeft better than by writing to thee, my
learned Friend, tho’ only to exprefs my Circumftan-
ces. For when I began, I knew not what to fay ;
but *twas an Eale to write at Random, any Thing,
to breathe my Heart, and ventilate my Spleen. But
the fpecifick Remedy of my Grief, confifted in
addrefling to thee, my dear Phyfician, whofe very
Remembrance is a Catbolican, Proof againft all my
Maladies.

Adieu, thou ZEfculapius of the Ottomans, and live
for ever.

Paris, 15th of the $tb Mocr,
of the Year 1673,

LETTER XVIIL

Io Mufa Abw'l Yahyan, Profefor of
Philofophy ar Fez.

Hou fhalt fee, that Iama Man of my Word,
- and will keep my Promife : For this Difpatch
contains a farther Defcription of Confantineple which
t engag’d to prefent thee with in my latt.

This famouns City is fixteen Miles in Circnit, and.
contains Nine hundred thoufand Inhabitants. ’Tis
divided into three Parts, by the Intercourfe of cer-
tain Arms of the Sea ; and almoft forms the Figure,
of a Triangle. The Walls are of an incredible
Height, and encompafs feven Hills within their Ex-
tent. Qze is near the Grand Signior’s Serail : Ano-
ther is in the oppofite Cdrner of this City ; which
leads to Adriancple. Between two. others, there lies
aPlain, which is called the great Valley. In-this
P is
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is to be feen an Aquedu& of admirable Contrivarce
and Stru&ture, the Work of Conflantine the Great,
who by this convey’d Water to the City from feven
Miles Ditance. Solyman II augmented it, by open-
ing a Current of Water two Miles beyond the Source
of Conflantinople, which runs through feven hundred
and forty Pipes into the City ; befides thofe which
ferve the Mofgues, the Baths, and Houfes of Purifi-
cation,

At the Extremity of the Town is feen the antique
Building of a Fortrefs, which is called the Cafile o
the feven Towwers 5 a Work of inimitable Architecture.
There is a Garrifon in it of two hundred and fifty Sol-
diers; not one of which dares to fet his Foot out of
the Caftle-Gates, without the Leave of the Pirzir
Azem, unlefs it be on two certain Days in the Year s
that is, the firlt of Beiram, and Ramexan.

In this Place formerly the Ottoman Emperors us’d
to lay their Treafure of Gold and Silver, their Arms
and Ammunition, their Books, and whatfoever they
efteem’d precicus.  But Amurat, the Son of Sehymus
11, tranflated all thefe Thefe things into the Serail 5
where they have been kept ever fince: And this
Caftle is turned into a Prifon for Kings and Princes
taken Captives by the True Faithful ; as allo for re-
bellious Bafa’s, and other Perfons of Quality. Here
Corefqui, Vayvod of Moldavia, was fhut up in the
Year 1617 of the Chriftian /Era. And in the Year
1622 of the fame Date, the rebellious Fanizariesim-
prifon’d their Sovereign Lord, Su/tar Ofman, whom
afterwards they ftrangled in the fame Place.

There are above two thoufand Ms/gres, Oratories,
and Sepulchres, within the Walls of Conflantincple.
I have already defcrilb’d that of Aia-Sophian, in my
laft. It remains now, that I fpeak of four others
built by fome of our former Emperors. The firft
and the chiefelt, was built by Sultan Maborwet 11, to
exprefs his Gratitude to Gop for the taking of
Conflantinsple. 1t is a magnificent Struétare, raifed
secording to the Portern of Sanda Sophia. He

Mz aes'd
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caus’d a hundred flately Chambers to be built round
about it, both for the Service of the Zmaums and Mol
labs who belong to the 2Zofque; and for the Enter-
tainment of Stangers, let them be of what Nation
or Religion foever. He rais’d alfo fifty other Cham.
bers without thefe, for the Ufe of the Poor: And
endowed the Mofgue with fixty thoufand Ducats of
yearly Revenue.

The fecond Mofgue was built by Bajazet 1I, the
Son of this Makemet. The third was built by Se/i-
wmes 1. The fourth, by Solyman the Magnificent..
The three laft of thefe Princes lie buried each in his
éwn Mofgue, under Monuments of a fuperb Figure :
Innumerable Lamps burning over them, and round
about them, Night and Day, whilft certain Mollabs
pray by*Turns, without ceafing, for the Health of
the departed Royal Souls.

But the 'lalt of thefe Afofgues, which was built,
as I have faid, by Sultan Sofyman, far exceeds all the
reft, and comes not fhort of Sanffa Sophia, in the
Richnefs of Marble, Porphyry, and other excellent
Materials.

The Greeks have forty Churches and Chapels in
Conflantinople, wherein they perform the Nazarene
Worfhip. The Armenians have four. Thofe of the
Zatin Communion have a College annexed to it for
2 certain Number of Fefuits. This is feated in. Ps-
ra, which is 2 kind of Suburb to Conflantinsple.

The Feaws have great Liberty in the Imperial Ci-
¢y. Their Habitations are corntiguous, taking up
nine Principal Streets and they have eight and thirty
Synagogues. .

" The Walls of the City remain very entire, and are
double towards the Land._ 'There are nineteen
Gates in them ; one of which is call’d the Ho)y Gate,
in refpe@t of a valt Multitude of Chriffian Saints
who lie buried in a Chapel hard by it. It was thro’
this Gate that Mabomer 1I, made his triumphant
Entry into Conflantingple, on purpofe, as it were, to
psophane the reputed Sanlity of the Place, ?’nld

infult
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infult o’er their falfe Gods; whilft he came to efta-
blith the Law and Wortfhip of the only True G o o,
Creator of Heaven and Earth.

There are abundance of antique Monuments in
the City, as Pyramids and Obelitks of admirable
Figure and Contrivance. In one place, there are
three Serpents of Marble, ftretching themfelvessto
the Height of two Men, and mutually twitting
about each other. 'The Report goes, That thele
were ereted by a Magician at the Time when the Ci-
tizens were much infefted with living Serpents, and

“that by this Enchantment they were freed.

One of "thefe hasa Wound in the Neck, which was
given it by Mabsmet 11, when he rode into the van-
quifh’d City. For, he beholding the horrid 74/, and
guefling right, that it was the Work of fome Ma-
gician, was moved with holy Zeal and Indignation.
Wherefore, couching his Spear, and giving Spurs to
his Horfe, he ran full tilt againft it, aad wounded one
of the Serpents in the Neck, which is feen to this Day.’

In the fame Pavement there ftands a very elegant Co-
lumn of ruftick Workmanthip, as they call it: The
Marble of which it confils, being faltened together
without the Intervention of Mortar, Bitumen, or
any other Cement. It has within, a winding Stair-
Cafe by which one may go up to the Top.

In this Place, which is called the Hippodrome, the
Ottoman Grandees exercife themfelves on Horfeback,
and fometimes the Grand Signior himfelf : Efpecially
on great Feftivals.

Round about it, there are above two thoufand little
Shops of Taylors or Botchers, for the Ufe of thofe
who would have their Gaments mended, fcowr'd and
polifh’d at a {fmall Price. And yet out of this fo con-
temptible a Trade, the Grand Signior receives a yearly
Cuftom of eleven thoufand Zzquins. By this thou may’t
take an Eftimate of his other Revenues, which flow into
his Coffers from all Parts of fo vaft an Ezpire.

There are above forty thoufand Ware-Houfes, and
Shops of Merchaats, Brokers, Pedlars, Huckfters, Fni

uc
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fuch like Callings : Each Trade having their proper
Bazar, or Market, according to the Quality of the
Goods they fell. But there is one more eminent
than all the reft, which is called Baflian ; where are
Goldfmiths, Jewellers, and fuch as deal in any man-
ner of fine coftly Things. This Place is environ'd
with very ftrong Walls, fix Foot thick, and is fhut
up every Night by four double Gates, and at other
Times as Occafion requires : So that it looks like a
lictle well-fortified Town.

In this wealthy Market, there is a Gallery or Pi-
axza nearly arch’d and fupported by twenty-four
Pillars. Under this, there are abundance of little
Shops, fix Foot long, and four in Breadth. Hereall
thofe precious Commodities are expos’d to fale on
Tables or,Counters, and with their Luftre dazzle the
Eyes of {uch as pafs by.

Thou may’ft alfo conje@ure at the vaft Gains of
thefe Merchants, by the Rates which they pay to
the Grand Signiar, only for their Licence to fell in
this Place. 1 have known one Man, that was my
particular Acquaintance, give yearly two thoufand
Franks for this Liberty ; and he told me, That no
Man could enjoy the Freedom of the Place under
that Price, unlefs he had great Favour thewn him,
which is very rare; and even then it would rot be
much abated.

As one pafles from this Market one Way, there
arifes a flately Column of Porphyry begirt in many
Places with Iron Hoops : and a little diftant you fee
another more lofty than this: It is called the Hifto-
rical Column, being engraven all over with the Fi-
gures of Men. In this alfo, there is a Suair-cale to
the top, but much broken, and indanger of fall-
irg, if it were not ftrengthened and heid together
with vaft Hoops of Iron.

The next Thing worthy to be feen, is the old Palace
of Conflantine the Great: Worthy, I {ay, tobe feen
only for its Actiquity ; for it is no very elegant Build-
ing; yet it has this Commgndaticn, That it ftands
TSN in
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in the pureft and moft wholfome Air of the whole
City.

'{“nerc is another Market alfo wall'd in, befides that
of the Gold/miths, Fc. which has a Piazza fupport-
ed by fixteen Pillars. In this are fold all Manner of
Silks. And a little way off from this, is the Bazar
where they fell Slaves. So great are the Gains of
this Traffick, that thofe who ufe it, pay to the
Grand Signicr, by way of Cuftom, the Yearly Sum
of fixteen Thoufand Zequins.

The Vintners, Vifuallers, and Sutlers, who fell
Wine to the Cbriffians and Feaws, and privately to the
Muffulmans, pay yearly Fifty Eight Thoufand, Seven
Hundred and Eighty-eight Zequins. The very Fifher-
men of Conflantingple, who live along the Strand,
pay the Yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thoufand
Three Hundred Ninety-four Zequins. The Corn-
Market, where all Sorts of Grain, Pulfe, Meal, and
Flour, are fold, pays yearly into the Trealury 14
Purfes of Money, each Purfe being worth a Thou-
fand, Six Hundred, Thirty acd Three Zequins. The
Egyptian Merchants who bring their Goods from
Lleaire, to fell them at Conflantingple, pay z4 Pur-
fes. The Freight of all Foreign Merchant-Ships,
make up 180 Purfes of Gold. I have mentioned
the Value of each Purfe before. The great Sham-
bles without the City, pay 32z Purfes. There ferve
in this Place 200 Butchers, over whom there is a
Przfet or Mafter, without whofe Confent no Man
can kill any Beaft, anlefs it be in the Cafe of Cor.
ban, Nay, fo great is the Authority of this Prefeét,
that the Fews themfelves are forc’d to afk his Leave
to kill their Beafts after their own Fafhion. The
Reafon why the Shambles are without the City, is
for Purity fake, left the City be polluted with Blood.

It is impoffible to caft up the prodigious Revenue.
which arifes to the Grand Signier from the Sale of
Hungarian Sheep and Oxen, in the 1oth and 11th
Moons. But thou may’ft comprehend thatic is very

reat, when fometimes in one Day’s timne, there are
old z5coo Oxen, and 40000 Sheep.

Neither
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Neither is it more eafy to reackon up his Incomes
from the Sale of Houfes, Skiffs, Galleys, Saicks,
and bigger Velltls. Befides, it would be too tedious for
one Letter. What fhall I fay of the Tribute which
the Fews and Chriftians pay, amounting Yearly to a
prodigious Sum of Money ? Time, Paper, Ink, and
Human Patience itfelf would fail in rchearfing fo
many Particulars.

But thou mayeft frame a Regular Judgment of
the immenfe Riches which the Grand Signior is pof-
fefled of; when thou fhalt know, that there is a
Mint in the Imperial City, where Four Hundred
Men perpetually labour in coining new Money, hav-
ing a Prefident, or Overfeer, who fupervifes the Work,
who muft be a Grecian, by a fpecial Privilege grant-
ed to that Nation by our Munificent Emperors ; be-
caufe the Mines of Silver and Gold, are within the
Limits of the Grecian Empire. So that none but
Greeks are admitted to affift at this curious Artifice.

The Prefident is obliged every New-Moon to fend
into the Serail Ten Thoufand Zequins of Gold, and
Twenty Thoufand in Silver. For fuch is the Pleafure
of the Great Sultan, that the Royal Palace fhould al-
ways abcund with fair new Money.

Sage Mufu, aflure thy felf, that Confantinople is
the Grand Treafury, Exchequer, or Bank, of the
whole Earth; where all the Riches of the Eaf,
¥7eft, North, and South, and of the Scven Climates,
are refunded and laid up as in their proper Centre.
But I have more to fay in another Letter concerning
this glorious City. Only Time juft now gave me a
Prick with the End of his Scythe, to put mein AMind
of an urgent Affair, not to be negle€ted this Moment.
VW herefore, in Hafte, Adicu.

[
Paris, 1/ of the 82b Moor,
’ of the Year 1673.

THE END.
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