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T O T H E

READER.
lIRSm I S not to be expected, that

;.'T

the World will take it for

an Excufe of the tedious De-
lay has been made in pub-

lishing the 7th Volume of

the Turfofi Spy, to fay, That
our Arabian now grows Old and Decrepid ;

is forced to walk with a Staff or Crutch,

as he himfelf confeffes in one of the follow-

ing Letters j and is befides worn out with

Sicknefs and Care ; fo that he cannot be

fo expeditious in Bufinefs as he was in his

Youth. It may be faid, this Apology
would be more proper for the Englijh Tran-

Jlator to make, were he in the fame Condi-

tion. But he is in his Prime, in the Flower
of his Age, Vigorous, and Active -, and
therefore might have made more Hafle,

they will fay, to oblige the World, and
gratify the Expectations of thofe Gentle-

men who perpetually dun the Bookfellers

for the reft of his Mahometan Letters.
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To the READER.
.
It were eafy to anfwer this, by only put-

ting you in Mind, That he who under-
takes to lead a flow- footed, fhort-winded,
and weak Perfon by the Hand, and con-
duct him to his Journey's End, muft of
Neceffity keep the fame Pace with his
Charge, tho' he himfelf were as fwift as a
Stag, when alone and at Liberty. Be-
fides that, a Man is apt to attract a Con-
tagion from- the Company he keeps, and
turn their ill Qualities into Habits of his
own.

But all this is trifling, and our Englijh

Tranflator is under none of thefe Circum-
ftance's. To come to the Purpofe there-
fore, Gentlemen, you will commend our
Tranflator's Wifdom, for not being in fuch
Poft-Hafte at this Juncture, when you re-

flect, That, like a wife Racer , tho' he gave
a Start in the Beginning, at firft fetting

out, yet he foon flacken'd his Pace, that
he might make fure of the Goal, remem-
bring the Old Englijh Proverb, The more
Hajle the worfe Speed. Thus he fuffered

Three Years to Aide by him, be-
ad Vol. fore he reached the Second Stage.

And tho' he began to take up his
Heels more nimbly afterwards, fo as to reco-
ver by Degrees his loft Time and Ground,
yet ftill he did but moderately jogg on ;

now fpringing, then halting, as Occafion

offer'd,
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offer'd, and as he found his Strength could

hold. At length, having but Two Stages

more, wonder not, that he is a little more
tedious than ordinary in this : For he does

it to refrefh himfelf, and keep his Breatb

for the laft Strain of all, which brings the

Prize : Obferving herein the Old Adaget

Finis Coronal Opus.

As to the Letters contain'd in this Se-

venth Volume, there is little to be faid more
particular than of thofe that have gone be-

fore. They in general contain a Mifcd-
lany of Hijlorical TranfacYions, Moral and

Pbilofophical Thoughts, interfperfed here

and there with Mahometan Politicks and
Divinity,

Only you will find our Arabian engaged
with a certain Jew at Vienna, in fomenting

the Difcords of the German Empire, encou-

raging the Rebels of Hungary, Croatia, and
mutinous Provinces. You will hear of the

Deaths of Count Serini, Frangipani, and
Nadajli, who were all beheaded for be-

ing Ringleaders in this Rebellion,

The next and laft Volume has this of

fmgular in it, that it will prefent you with
the Rife and Preferment of Count Teckley*

who has made fo much Noife in the World.
It relates many of his Publick Actions, and
not a few of his Secret Intrigues. In fine,

it difcovers the Train that was laid to blow
A 4 up
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up all Europe into the Flame of open War,
and universal Hoftility, which to this Day
confumes the Lives and Eftates of fo many
thoufand Cbrijlians> impoverishes and lays

wafte whole Nations, and 'tis to be feared

will end in letting in the Turks once more
upon us to our final Ruin and Confufion :

fince thofe Infidels never take greater Ad-
vantage to invade and conquer the Dominions

ofChriftians, than when they find us in-

volved in domeftick Wars one with ano-

ther.
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LETTERS
WRIT BY

A SPY at Paris.

VOL. VII.

BOOK I.

LETTER I.

Mahmut the Arabian at Paris, to Mir-

madolin, Holy Santone of the Vale

of Sidon.

|HY was I made a Man, to endure

thefe cruel Agonies, of which no
other Species of known Beings cart

poflibly be capable ? Or why, at leaft,

was I particularly form'd of fuch a
Constitution, as to attract the Evils

which are fcatter'd up and down the World, and
Piece-meal dropp'd on the Nativities of other Mor-
tal Men ; whilft I alone am made the Common Sink
of Human Mifery ? Surely my partial Horofcope

monopolized the moil envehom'd Afpecls of the Stars,

without partaking of the leaft benign and favourable

Glance. The Planets had laU up an Antient deep

B Referve
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Referve of Fatal Influences, which they poured out at

large upon the very Moment of my Birth. Nor

cou'd the careful Midwife with all her Skill and

Charms, defend my tender, duclile, reeking Body,

from the invincible 'Catarafls, which flow'd upon me

from all the envious Signs and Conjlellatiom in Heaven.

My whole Life has been but one continu'd Tra-

gedy, wherein the various Change of Scenes has not

reliev'd me from the lead real Evil hid behind, but

only amus'd my Senfe with fome new Pageantry, fome

fair Idea of Honour, Pleafure or Profit ; when before

the ACT was done, I found myfelf cajolPd, over-

whelm'd in frefh Calamities, Misfortunes which I

never dreamt of.

Oh ! that the Omnipotent, when from Eternal filent

Thought, he drew the Ideas of every Species, and

every Individual Being, which he delign'd for adlual

Exiitence in the World, had form'd me for a Tree,

an Herb, a Blade of Grafs, a Stone, a Mufhroom, or

any infenfible thing, incapable of Pleafure or Pain,

of Grief or Joy, or other Pafiions, which hourly thus

torment our human Race ! I had been then a happy

Neuter to all falfe Shews of Happinefs, and real Senfe

of Mifery. Oh ! that I'd been an Oak, a Beach, a

Palm, or Cyprefs of the Foreft : for then, if Vege-

tables have any feeling of their own State, I fhould

b : only touch'd with fecret Pleafure, when the gentle

Winds fhould play among my amorous Branches, and

teach my wanton Leaves to dance the Meamres of

young harmlefs Love ; or when I felt the feafonable

Rain diftilling on my wither'd Bark, and from thence

Aiding to my thirfty Roots ; or when great Pbaebus

prints warm vigorous Kifles on my Cheeks and Neck.

But if this be too proud a Thought, I with I'd been

only fome humble Shrub, fome pigmy Plant, fome

vegetable Dwarf, a Page unto the mighty Trees, fub-

fiiiing on the Drops and Fragments of their large

Banquets, meekly cringing at their Feet ; whilft I

flood fafe and free from Storms, under the Shade of

their extended Boughs, in happy, low Obfcurity.

When



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 3
When I pafs through the Fields, and fee the harm-

lefs Sheep browzing upon the tender Grafs, and hear

them bleating to their wanton Lambs, I cannot chufe

but envy them a Life fo void of Care and Pain. They
range and fport at large in Flow'ry Meadows, near

fome Cryftal Stream, or take the Paftures of the

Mountains : whilft chearful Shepherds tune their

Pipes, and fing in Praife of Amaiyllis, Daphne, Syl-

via, or fome other Nymph ; and watchful Dogs lie

fcouring on the Plain, to give the Alarm, and chafe

away fly Wolves, and other ravenous Beafts.

After I've let my Envy fix it felf a white on thefe,

a warbling Melody from neighbouring Groves diverts

my melancholy Thoughts, and turns them to new
Objefls. Then I lament my Fate, in that I was not

made a Nightingale, a Thrufh, a Lark, or any of
the feathered Choir, who with fweet careful Notes
fiilute Aurora and the rifing Sun, and chirp all Day
the Praifes of that Source of Warmth and Life, who
vefts the Earth in green Attire, who decks the Trees
with verdant Leaves, and fills the World with Light.

They chirp and fly from Tree to Tree, from Bough
to Bough, rejoicing in the Beams that dart and glide

among the moving Shades of Branches rocked by
Winds. Their Thoughts are taken up in building

Neils, wherein to hatch their young, and fhelter

them from Injuries. They have no Plots nor politick

Tricks, to undermine each other ; but pafs away their

Time in innocent Security and harmlefs Pleafures.

Methinks the Worms and little Reptiles of the

Earth are happier far than I. They crawl and creep

abont in hollow Trees, in Clefts of Rocks and Cran-
nies of the Ground, to hunt for Food and for Diver-

tifement. They live at Eafe without being rack'd by
fupernurnerary Cares and Fears. And if fome ruder

Foot of Man or Beafl (hall trample them by Chance
to Death, or more malicious Hand with Stone or other
Weapon fhall wilfully bereave them of their Life,

'tis done fo fuddenly that they have no Sen^ of

B z Pain;
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Pain ; Whereas my Life's a conftant Martyrdom, a

long continu'd Series of Torments.

I do not complain of the Diftempers and Maladies

which afHift my Body, though thofe are fometimes

fo violent as to make me with for Death, that fo I

might be at Eafe : But 'tis the fretting Anguifti of my
Mind, that forces all thefe Sighs and Exclamations

from me, I am embarrafs'd in the World, Snares

compafs me round about ; my own good Nature has

betray'd me : thofe of my £/Wconfpire againft me ;

they hunt me up and down like a Partridge jn the

Wood ; they^clofely purfue my Life. The Kindneffes

that I have fown, fpring up in Blades of bitter In-

gratitude and Perfidy. My Seminaries bring forth

Aconite and {linking Weeds, inftead of pleafant

Flowers and wholefome Fruits. Tagot has fet his

Foot in all my Works. That fiy interloping Spirit

hates* to fee any good Thing profper, or come to

Perfeaion : He fteals behind us in all our Ways ; and

as faft as we weave any Web of Virtue, he fecretly

unravels it, or deforms the Work with intermixing

fome Threads of Vice. I am weary of ftriving againft

the Current of my Fate. Oh, that I were as though

I had never been ! That my Soul were drench d in

LetbSs forgetful Waters, where all part Things are

buried in Eternal Oblivion ! Then would my Anguifh

be at an End ; whereas I am now rowl'd about upon

a Wheel of Miferies.

Holy Santone, when thou fhalt read this, pity me ;

and amidft thy divine Ejaculations, dart up Mabmufs

Soul to Paradife, on the Point of a ftrong Thought,

that fo at leaft I may have a Moment's Refpite from

my cbnftant Sadnefs.

Paris, 27 tb oftbe zd Moon,

of the Year 1667.

LET-
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LETTER II.

To the Kaimacham.

THcre is now fome Probability of a Peace between

the Englijh and the Dutch ; which will alfo

reconcile this Crown to that of Great Britain ; fince

the King of France engag'd in this War, only on the

Account of the Dutch his Allies. The Advances to-

wards this Accommodation, took their Rife from the

Alliance lately concluded between the States of the

United Provinces, the King of Denmark, the Duke of

Brandenburgh, and the Princes of Brun/avick. The
King of England protefts againft the Dutch, as the

firft Aggrellbrs, in that they had taken above Two
Hundred of his Merchant Ships, before he offer'd the

leaft Aft of Hofiility. Which the States feeming to

acknowledge, defire the King to appoint fome Neutral

Place of Treaty with them and their Allies in order to a
Peace, the Security of Navigation and the Eftablifh-

ment of Commerce for the future.

Here is great Joy for'the Birth of a young Princefs,

ef whom the Queen was deliver'd on the 2d of the

Moon of January. She is call'd God's New-Year 1

s-Gift

to France ; in regard, the tirft Day of that Moon be-

gins the Year with the Chrijiians. And 'tis common
among them to fend mutud Gifts and Prefents to one
another at tuatTime,which they o.ll New-Year''s-Gifts.
And fo it feetm, God Almighty has appear'd very mo-
difh and complaifant, in thus timing the Nativity of
the Royal Babe : For which they exprefs their Thanks
in Revelling, Dancing, Ballads, and a thoufand other
Vanities. And thefe Divertifemcnts continue to this

Time, it being the Nazarenes Carni<val ; a Seafon
confecrated to Sport and Mirth, to Liberty, BuSgcnry,
and all manner of comical and ridiculous Apifhnefs.

B 3 During
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During this Time, you fhall fee an infinite Variety

of odd Humours, and mimical A&ions in the open

Streets, according to every Man's particular Fancy.

Here you fhall meet with one drefs'd half i'th' French

and half i'th' Spanijh Fafhion. On the left Side of his

Head hangs dangling down a long thick curl'd Peruke,

which reaches to his Breaft, whilft on the Right you
fee nothing but his own Hair, cropp'd clofe to his

Ears. A long Muflach as black as Jet, graces the

right Side of his upper Lip ; whilft on the Left he

is as beardlefs as a Boy of feven Years old. And fo

from Head to Foot, he wears two contrary Garbs.

One walks with Gloves upon his Feet, and Shoes

upon his Hands : Another wears his Breeches like a

Mantle on his Shoulders. Here comes a ftately Coach,

jogging along with a grave flow Pace, and drawn by
fix fair Horfes, as if fome Prince or Cardinal were in

at : when behold there's nothing but a filly A/s puts

forth his giddy Head with flapping Ears, half drunk,

with the jolting unaccuftom'd Motion. Sometimes

he brays aloud, and then the Rabble fall a laughing.

A Thoufand other Fopperies there are, not worth

thy Knowledge. For both the Noble and the Vulgar

are all upon the Frolick at this Time, and indulge

their wanton Fancies to the Height. But 'tis a fatal

Seafon for the poor Cats : few of which efcape the

Multitude, whofe peculiar Paftime 'tis to tofs thefe

Creatures in a Blanket till they are dead ; or elfe to

tye them Two and Two together by the Tails, and

then they'll bite and fcratch one another to Death.

The Cocks alfo are generally great Martyrs during

the Carnival : The Rabble have a hundred cruel

Ways to murder them in Sport. All their Devices

are inhuman and bloody. They did not learn thefe

prophane Courfes from Jefus, or any of the Prophets

or Jpoji/es of God: But they are the Reliques of Gentile

Vanity, in the Beginning conniv'd at by the PrieJIs,

the eafier to retain their Profelytes in Obedience ;

who would rather have parted with their New Re-

ligion, than with their old barbarous Cuftoms. And
thus
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thus the Pagan Fooleries were handed down to the

Pofterity of the Primitive Chrijlians, and were adopted

into the Family of Church Traditions : And Men are

not more zealous for the Go/pel itfelf, than for thefe

ridiculous Prophanations of it : So dangerous a thing

is it for Governors, by a criminal Indulgence, to

permit their Subjecls any Liberty, which interferes

with the Fundamental Principles of the Latv : For fuch

a Difpenfation once granted, paffes into a Precedent,

which, in Procefs of Time, becomes of equal Force

with the Law itfelf. And by fuch prepofterous Me-
thods of winning and retaining Converts, Chrijlianity

nrriiSd to the Height of Corruption 'tis now infected

with.

Sage Minifier, 'twas for this Reafon God rais'd up
our Holy Prophet, and gave him a new Law, with
Power to reform and chaftife the Infidels. He planted

the Undefiled Faith with Scymitar in Hand ; not pal-

liating or encouraging the fmalleft vicious Practice ;

but fubduing all Things by the Dint of Reafon, or
the keen Edge of the Sword. God haften his Return,
ior the Prevarications of this Age require it.

Paris, 1.7th of the zd Moon,

cftbe Year 1667.

LETTER III.

To Dgnet Oglou.

I
Believe thou haft not forgot the Obfervations tffe

us'd to make on the Religion of the Chrijlians,
when we were Slaves together in Sicily. How ridi-

culous fome of their Practices appear'd to us, and yel
what a Sanflity was manifeil in others ? How much
we approv'd the Majtfiy of their Publick Worjbip, the

B 4 Solemnity
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Solemnity of their High Ma/s, the Gravity of their

Proceffions ? And yet how great was our Difguft,

when we confider'd that all thefe Honours were per-

form'd to Figures and Statues of Stone, Wood, Sil-

ver, Gold, or other Materials, the Creatures of the

Painter or Carver.

We fcann'd their Do&rines alfo, which we learn'd

from their Priejls and Books, and defcanted varioufly

on them ; as they were more or lefs conform to the

Truth, and to the Volume brought down from Heaven.
In a Word, we prais'd the Good, and cenfur'd what
was Evil in their Faith and Manners, or at leaft what
we thought to be fo ; for herein we follow'd the Dic-

tates of our Education.

But now in our riper Years, if we mould call over

cur former Thoughts, perhaps we mould be of a dif-

ferent Judgment, and find Matter to condemn even

in our own paft Cenfures : For whatever we might
then think of the Nazarenes, upon a maturer Search,

I cannot find them to be altogether fuch grofs Ido-

laters and Infidels, as we and all Mujjulmans are apt to

believe. .

That which gives me the greateft Scandal, is,

That the DoBors entertain fome unwarrantable Spe-

culations about Three Subftances in One Ej/lnce, and
are too venturous in their Thoughts concerning the

Eternal Generation of the WORD, and Emanation

of the BREATH, by which they fay, All Wings
were Created, and are conferved in their Beings.

They teach a Doftrine repugnant to the Alcoran,

when they fay, That God has a Companion equal to

himfelf.

As to the Incarnation cfjefus the Son of Mary, the

Nazarenes afTert nothing, but what is fuitable to the

Alcoran, which teaches us, that he is the Word of

God. In the Hiftory of his Life, they indeed come
ihort of the Mujfulmans : There being not the leaft

mention made, in the whole Book of the Go/pel of ma-

ny PafTages of his Infancy and tender Years, where-

with the Alcoran, with other Holy Books and Tra-

ditions
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ditions of the Antients, acquaint the true Believers.

The MeJJenger of God tells us, that jftfus fpoke in his

Cradle, refolv'd Doubts, cleared up Millakes, and

preach'd the Unity of the Divine Effence. Other Wri-

tings alfo inform us, that while he was young, he
formed the Figures of divers Birds and Beaits of

Clay and his own Spittle, and having breath'd on
them, they became living Creatures, and proftrated

themfelves at his Feet. They relate alio that he
made a Pigeon, which flew up and down through

divers Regions, and brought him News of whatever

was done in the Courts of foreign Princes ; and that

from the Day of his Birth to that of his TranJIatioa,

twelve Angels waited on him, and brought him down
Food from Paradife. Of thefe Things the Chrifiians

are ignorant, and of many other Parages. So that

in the whole it is evident, that the Mujfulmans have

a more particular Relation of the Life of Jefus, than

the Chrifiians themfelves have, fince we recount ihofe

Miracles, and other Aftionsof his, whereof the Gofpel

is filent.

But then, on the other fide, they believe Things
concerning his Death, whereof neither the Alcoran,

nor any other of our Writings or Traditions make
any mention, unlefs it be to confute the Error of
the Nazarenes in that Point. I have heard the Ar-
guments of their learned DocJors, and comparing
them with our Objections, I know not well what
to conclude.

They infifl much on the publick Signs and Wonders
that fell out at that Time of the fuppos'd Crucifixion

of the Mijfiab ; the rending of Rocks, opening of
Graves, Refurre&ion of many Dead, and the preter-

natural Eclipfe of the Sun, when the Moon was in

Sight at the other Part of the Horizon in the fame
Moment : Which made a great Philofopher, then in

. cry out, Either the Frame of the World it

diffol-vd, or the God cf Nature fuffers.

They tell a Story alio of a certain Ship, that was
on that very Day failing in the Archipelago ; and that

B 5 as
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as they pafs'd by certain Rocks, the Mariners heard

a Voice calling Thamus, Tbamus, very often and loud.

Now there being one of that Name on board the

Veffel, he anfwer'd to his Name : upon which the

Voice faid, When thou comeji to the IJland of the Palodes,

proclaim it aloud, that the great Pan is dead. Which he

did accordingly, and there follow'd a horrible Howl-

ing and Roaring from the Shore of that Ifland. This

Paffage was afterwards made known to the Senate of

Rome, who thereupon, at the Inftance of fome noble

Romans, fent to enquire in the Provincesr Whether

any remarkable Perfon had died on that Day ?

And they were inform'd, That the Jews had on

the fame Day put to Death Jefus the Son of Mary.

And Tiberius the Emperor, on the Credit of this

Paffage, being alfo inform'd of the Miracles which

Jefus wrought among the Jews, conceiving an im-

mediate. Veneration for fo divine a Perfon, caus'd

his Statue to be fet up in the Capitol, and would have

had him number'd among the Gods ; but in this he

was oppos'd by the Senate, becaufe they had before

decreed, That no new Deities fhould be added to the

Kalendar.

In thefe Things I rely on the Account which the

Chrifians give of the Death of Jefus, though they

bring Authorities alfo and Teftimonies of their very

Enemies, and inveterate Perfecutors, the Gentiles ;

who therefore, one would think, cannot be fufpe&ed

of Partiality. In a Word, I know not what to think

of thefe Things. For if it be true that Jefus died

on the Ctvfs for the Sins of the World, as the Cbrifi-

ans believe, and that there is no other Way to be fa-

ved but by believing this ; then in what a fad Con-

dition are all the Jews and Muffulmans, the one

glorying in having murdered the Saviour of the World,

and the other not believing that he was murder'd ?

The firft feem to merit moft of Men ; fince though

the Aft was cruel in itfelf, yet according to this Do-

Siriae it brought Salvation to all our Race : And
therefore there was a Sort of Cbrifians in former

Times,
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Times, who worfhipp'd the Serpent that tempted

Eve, becaufe according to their Faitb, that Tempta-

tion was the firft Step to Mankind's Happinefs after

Adams Fall ; and they plac'd Judas (who betray'd

j^efus to the Jews) among the Saints, for having

been fo particular an Inftrument in the World's Re-

demption.

It Jejus be the Saviour of Men, it is abfolutely ne-

ceffary to believe in him. But whether he be, or be

not, the Faith of the Cbriftians in that Point cannot

hurt them, fmce our Holy Propbtt himfeif has taught

us, That Cbriftians mall be faved, as well the Muf-
fulmans: Whereas the Cbriftians fay it is impofliblc

for any to be faved, who follow the Law of Maho-
met. $d that they have our own Grant for their

Salvation, which they deny to us. This is a great

Advantage on their Side in the Controverfy be-

twixt us.

For my part, I tell thee ingenuoufly, were I con-

vine'd that Jejus was the Son of God, and that he
fuffer'd Death for the Sake of Men, I could readily

embrace moft of the other Tenets of Cbriftianity with-

out Scruple. I mould not be frighted at their Invo-

cation of Saints, fmce 'tis the fame as we do ourfelves

practife j nor would their Images and Piclures ftartle

my Faitb ; I fhould look, upon thefe and a thoufand

more, as things indifferent in themfelves, and only
made lawful or unlawful by the Sanction of Divine

ity.

I mould be moft puzzled to know what Church to fix

in among fo many, all pretending to the right "Way.
I have exaroin'd their different Opinions, and find

Reafon, or ibmething very like it, on both Sides. I
admire the Abftinetue of the Greeks, Armenians, and
generally of all the Ea/ierx Cbriftians ; yet their Igno-
rance ciiilafies me. I honour the Learning and Po/iit-

nefs of the Roman Church, and could almoft veil to
their Pretentions of Axtiqii .?///-/, and incor-

ritpi Boilrim ; but I am highly :. ] at their

.iufnefs, Pride, and Cruelty. Theie is much to

B 6 be
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be argu'd for the Coptics, Abyjjins, Melchites, the Chri-

Jlians of St John, and other Churches ; but more to

be faid againtt them. In fine, if I were to turn Chri-

fiian, J fhould be in a Wildernefs, not knowing which
Path to take, for fear of miffing the right.

In the State rherefore wherein I am, I will think

honourably of Jefus, as alfo of Mary his Mother,
who, at her daily Return from the Temple, found a
thoufand Sorts of Flowers in her Oratory. I will not

fpeak evil of any Perfon that has the Character of a

Saint: but in general, will defire the Interceffion of

all that are near to God ; 'tis ten to one, if fome of

them do not vouohfafe to pr?y for me. But whether
they do or not, God hears me, and obferves my De-
votion ; and if he pleafe, my Petitions fhall be granted.

As for the reft, I wijl endeavour in all things to do as

1 would be done to, keeping my Confcience free from

Stain, fb that I may die in Peace ; and what becomes

of me afterward, 'tis in vain to be follicitous, fince

the Decrees of Fate are irreverfible.

Tell me now, my Friend, whether thefe Thoughts

and Refolves be not more agreeable to Humanity,

than to be a furious Bigot for I know not what : Is

that a commendable Zeal for Religion, which under

pretence of defending the Truth, flicks not to aiTert a

thoufand Lies ? Or that a laudable Charity for Souls,

which in order to their Salvation takes infinite Pains

to fet the World together by the Ears, and embroil

Mankind in perpetual Wars ? What elfe do thofe

Diiturbers of human Race, who, not content with

the Limits which the Fortune of their Birth has fet

them, invade the peaceable Poffeffions of their Neigh-

bours, commit all Sorts of Violences, Rapines, and

Outrages ; and all this under Pretext of reforming

the Manners of Men, introducing Purity of Religion,

and fulfilling the Will of Heaven? As if it were a

Mark of a Divine Commiffion, to be barbaroufiy un-

juft, perfidious, and favage ; and that the Height of

Piety confuted in fheduing human Blood !

Foj*
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For»my part, I cannot approve of thefe Practices,

and therefore think it fafer to {land aloof from all

Religions thus cruelly eftablifh'd, than by entring into

their inhuman Secrets, and fwearing to their fanguine

Articles, incorporate myfelf with profefs'd Murderers,

under the Notion of being a good Man.
Happy are thofe innocent Nations of the Eajl, who

from their firft Progenitors have kept inviolate the

La<w of Nature ; who have never defiled themfelves

with the Blood of Man or Beait ; but every one con-

tenting himfelf with his native Home-flail, and the

Fruits of his own Land, makes no Encroachments on
thofe that dwell near him, nor butchers the harmlefs

Animals to gratify his ill-natur'd Appetite. Thefe
lit under the Shade of their own Trees, and bathe

themfelves in the adjoining Streams : They go in

Peace into the Houfes of their Rural Gods, and pre-

fent them with Flowers, Rice, Fruits, and fuch as the

Ground brings forth : They never dream of foreign

Conqueils, nor are troubled with domeflick Broils,

but lead their Lives in a perpetual Tranquillity and
Innocence. All that they defire of Heaven, is the

Continuance of thofe harmlefs Delights they at pre-

fent enjoy. As for the tumultuary Pleafures of other

Mortals, they have them in Contempt. This is an.

Umbrage of the Felicity we are promis'd in Paradife>
where the Sound of the Drum and the Trumpet fhall

not be heard, and the Inftruments of War ihall be of
no Ufe.

If thou chargeft me with Inconftancy in my Opi-
nions, 1 neither deny it, nor am aiham'd ; it being

better to change one's Thoughts every Day, than to

be fbe'd in Error all one's Life. This to a Friend.

Paris, i$tb of the ^d Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

let:
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LETTER IV.

To AGs, Bafla.

TH E Warriors and Mechanicks, Statefmen and
Fidlers, Courtiers and Husbandmen, Students

and Chimneysweepers, are all taken up in difcour-
fing of the mighty Preparations the Grand ^ignior is

making to befiege Candia. They talk of fifteen
thoufand Pioneers, who are at work in order to this
grand Undertaking ; and that the City is block'd up
by an Army of fixty thoufand Men : That they have
been railing Batteries round about it ever fince the
Moon of December ; and that the Sultan is refolv'd to
win this, important Place, though he hazard half the
Ottoman Empire.

This is refrefliing News to Mahmut, who has heard
nothing but improfperous Stories of the Mujfulmans
Arms thefe many Years. Now I begin to lift up my
Head and take Courage, when the Empire of "True
Believers makes fome Noife and Figure in the World ;

whereas my Heart perpetually droop'd before, I was
like one among the Dead.

It was but laft Year when the Nazarenes could
boaft, that notwithftanding all the Menaces and Pre-
parations of the Grand SJgpior, yet the Venetians were
the firil in Field by Land, and appear'd earlie:* with
their Fleet at Sea, doing wonderful Things in Dalma-
tia, and blocking up Canea in the Ifle of Candy ; Now
'tis to be hop'd, they'll change their No e, and b
to confider what a formidable Force they have pVo-
vok'd againft them, even the PuiiTance of all jfjia,
Men of War from their Nativities, an Army of fe-
left and chofen Soldiers, undaunted Hero's, 'Sons of
Thunder, magnanimous, invincible, and deitin'd to
vajiquitti the uncircumciSd Nations.
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My Heart is reviv'd within me at the Contempla-

tion of Cure and certain Victories, attending this glo-

rious Expedition. My Spirits are dilated with Joy ;

I celebrate a Dunalma in my Breaft. I am like an
Arabian Horfe, that foams, curvets, and paws the

Ground in Fiercenefs, when he hears the Sound of

the Trumpet warning to Battle ; his Eyes fparkle

with martial Fury, a Smoke goes out of his Noftrils,

he lifts up the Voice of his Courage, his Rider can

hardly reftrain him. So I am all in Tranfport at thefe

good Tidings : I can hardly contain myfelf within the

Compafs of Moderation. As old as I am, I feel a
youthful Vigour ilirring in my Veins : Methinks I

long to be in the Heat of the /acred Combat, in the

thickeft Clouds of Gunpowder Smoak, to ftand the

Shock of Showers of Bullets, or with my Scymitar

in hand to hew my Way to immortal Honour and
Felicity : For thofe who die in this Caufe go flrait to

Paradife. But I muft be contented with this tame
humble Pofi, and feive the Grand Signior in the Man-
ner prefcrib'd by my Superiors. I tell thee, 'tis no
fmall Mortification for an attive Spirit to be thus

confin'd. But Refignation becomes every good Muf~
Julman ; and I willingly facrifice my Paffions to the

Pleafure of the Grandees of the Porte, and the Interelt

of the Ottoman Empire.

Here I fit, like a Fox in his Den, watching the

Motions of the Infidels: If any thing occurs worthy
of Notice, out I bo.lt upon it, and make it my Prey,

and fend it as a Prefent to the auguft Miniflers. I

write to all by Turns, and therefore none has reafon

to take Except! n?.

If thou wouldft know what they are doing here in

the Court of France ; They are muftering the King's

Troops ; they are revelling and feafling at Vcrfailles,

the King's new Palace, where the Princes exercife

themfelves with the noble Difcipline, which they

call running in Squadrons. Whilft Thoufands of Peo-

ple flock daily to Verfailhs from Paris, and all the ad-

jacent Countries round about, partly to be Spectators

of
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of thefe Royal Paftimes, and partly to behold that
gorgeous Fabrick, which is efteem'd the faireft and
moft magnificent in the World.

Serene Baffa, this Monarch has a vaft Genius ;

whatfoever he undertakes he accomplices, and all his
Performances are furprizingly great. He has a deep
Forecaft,- and feldom fails in his Judgments of what
will probably come to pafs. He is happily made,
born, and brought up. A Prince, one would think,
defign'd by Fate for the -Empire of the Weft.

Renown'd AJis, I kifs the Hem of thy illuftrious

Robe, and with a profound Obeifance bid thee
Adieu.

Paris, zoth of the \th Moon>

of the Year 1667.

LETTER V.

To Hafnadar Bafii, Chief Treafurer
to the Sultan.

I
AM convinced, 'tis now time for me to be refo-
lute, bold, and aflur'd in my own Conduct : For

'tis in vain to ask Counfel of the fublime Minijlers. I
have addrefs'd myfelf at certain 'Seafons to them on
that account, ever fince I came firft to Paris : But not
one of them has vouchfafed me an Anfwer, or criven

me any particular Inlhudions how to deport myfelf
in an emergent Peril of Difcovery : Whether I mould
own myfelf an Agent for the Grand Signior, or deny
it j whether I fhould boldly (land the Brunt of all

Events, or fly to Artifices and Evauons ; Whether I
lhculd perfifl in afting the Moldo<vian, and continue
to perfonate a Chriftian Student, an Ecdeftaftical Can-
didate under the feign'd Name of Titus ; or fraakly

tell
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tell them, I am a Mufulman, an Arab, and fecret

Slave of the Sultan.

I ought to have been certify'd in thefe Cafes ; and

not left at random to gueis, at this vaft Diflance, the

Pleafures of my Superiors. But fince it is their Will

thus to make trial of my Fidelity, Prudence, and

Skill in warding off the Aflaults of common Chance,

Misfortune, and the Attempts of fly dei.gnirg Men,
I'll be as cunning as I can, without embarrafiing my
Peace with conftant panick Fears and Apprcheniions

of I know not what. No vain Endeavours to avoid

the fix'd Decree of Fate (hall make me change my
Lodging, or fly from every menacing Contingency.

I'll rather trull to Providence and prefent Courage,

the ! iHice of my Caufe and Native Innocence, leaving

the Event to Dejiiny.

By what I have faid, thou wilt perceive I am in

fome Trouble ; and I can afljre thee, thou art not

n. I am hatter'J, hunted up and down,
and perfecured wone. than the Foxes, Hares, and
Hinds near Adriar.ople ; I am an old Maa, and yet

they envy me the Happinels of a natural Diath :

they would not have me go down to the Grave in

Peace. I have been imprifon'd, threatea'd, dogg'd

up and down the Streets, aflafiinated in the dark,

had my Chamber fearch'd, my Letters in danger

of being feiz'd, with thoie of the Supreme Mini-

fiers. I have run the rifque of a Diicovery, by
meeting cafually an Infidel, whofe Slave I once was
at Palermo in Sicily. I have been undermin'd by
MuJJ'ulmans, as well as Nazarenes, by Strangers, and
by Solyman my Coufin. Yet in all thefe Perils I have
acquitted myfelf faithfully, come off with Succ#fs,

and faved the Honour of my Sovereign ; which is the

only thing for which I am follicitous. But for ought

I know, my Care may prove in vain, and the Evils

which I have fo long fortunately efcap'd, may now
furprize and ruin me. As to myfelf, I care not
what becomes of me ; and if the Secrets of my Com-
mijjlon be reveal'd, let the Ministers of the Porte

anfwer
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anfwer for that, who would ntver give me the leaft

Direction.

About two or three Years ago, I was forced to
remove from my old Lodgings, where I had refided
ever fir.ce my firll coming to Paris. The Dangers
that then affaulted me, drove me to this Houfe,
where I AiU am, in a very obfcure Place by the
Wall of the City. Yet even hither am I purfu'd by
watchful Enemies : New Hazards threaten me on all

Hands. Buc I am refolv'd to fly no more, unlefs
it be into the City Ditch, where I can find Admit-
tance through my Landlords Cellar. There is a
private PaiTage, dug perhaps in elder Times, during
fome Siege, to ferve the Itreigh: Neceffities of thofe
who then poffeiTed this Houfe. It is fo cunningly
contriv'd, that human Wit can never oifcover it,

unlefs by Chance, or by Direction of thofe that
know it. The Ditch is dry, the Door of the
Houfe always Iock'd ; and my trufty Hoji fwears
no body ihall come in by Day or Night, till I have
made a fafe Retreat. So that if all the Officers in
Paris mould come to fearch, I fhould have time to
pack up my Papers, and flink away into my lurking
Hole. And if they fhould by monftrous Accident
find the conceal'd Avenue, I could foon flip into
the Fields, through the laft Pop™ in the Wall, and
lock them in beyond the PofTibility of Purfuit

;

whilfl I took care to hide myfelf afrefh, or leave the
Country.

This is my final Refolution, if ever I am put to an
Extremity again. In the mean time, I defire thee
to make it part of thy Care, that Mahmut fhall not
want for Money to carry on the Saltan's private Af-
fairs without a Baulk. I do not demand unreafonable
Things : Let me but live, and have enough to defray
the neceffary Expences of my Service, and that's all I
crave. But let my Supplies be well tim'd and pro-

portion^, that I may hufband my Penfion to the beft

Advantage : Or elfe I muft always prefs, and that's a
Thing I hate. I have writ to all the Treafurers that

went
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went before thee on the fame Account, and with equal

Boldnefs." Therefore take not in ill part what comes

from blunt Sincerity, and conftant full Defires to ferve

effectually the Grand Signior. It will be very eafy for

thee to anticipate Mob/nut's Expectations, without ex-

ceeding the Orders which thou haft receiv'd. Money
be damn'd, if we could breathe and ferve our Friends,

and carry on the Affairs of human Life without k.

I am an Arab, and could as freely pafs away my Time
in harmlefs Rambles o'er the Provinces of Afia ; as

thus to be confin'd to narrow fretting Circumftances,

the only Effefts of too unftiaken, unregarded, and

incorruptible Loyalty.

Wealthy Dijpenfer of the Ottoman Gold, I ask no
Alms, but my appointed Salary ; in fending ofwhich,

I defire thee to remember the old Roman Proverb,

which fays, That he gives twice, vuho gives in Stafon.

Paris, gth of the 6th Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER VI.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna.

I
Know not whether I ftiall live to hear from thee

again, or to fend thee another Letter. Age, Sick-

nefs, Misfortunes, together with the Malice of Men,
have laid a thoufand Snares for my Life ; I am, as it

were, hunted by Nature, Providence, Definy, and
Chance, into the very Toiles of Death ; from whence
it will be very difficult for me to efcape. Not to amufe
thee, I am in danger of being difcover'd, feiz'd, im-

prifon'd ; and then thou knoweft, I can expedl n«
lefs than to be put to the Torture, and rack'd with

a thoufand Inventions of Cruelty, that fo they may
force me to confefs what I am, and what my Bufinefs

is
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is in this Kingdom and City, where I have refided fo

many Years.

I was fufpe&ed by Cardinal Ricblieu, for a Mufful-

man, as I have reafon to believe from feveral con-

vincing Circumflances of that Minijlers Carriage to

me, ever fince his firft Acquaintance with me at

Paris. And the fame Jealoufy caufed his Succeflbr,

Cardinal Mazarini, to put me into the Bajlile, where

I was clofely confin'd for the Space of fix Moons.

And I might have lain there till this Time, for

ought I know, had it not been for the good Conduft

and honeft Fidelity of Eliachim. In fine, though I

have hitherto .efcap'd Difcovery, yet I cannot flatter

myfelf that I (hall always do fo. If they once lay

hold on me again, they will certainly fearch me for

the Scar of Circumcijion ; and then all the Arguments
the Wit of Man can find, will not be of force to

blind them any longer, or fave me from the Ven-
geance* of the State. They will certainly put me to

a cruel Death.

However, I'll bafflle 'em if I can ; and if I once

efcape, I'll bid adieu to Paris, if not to the whole
Kingdom ; being refolv'd not to trult any more to the

deceitful Security of new Lodgings in this City, and a

vain Removal fiom one Precinct and Houfe to ano-
ther : For the very Air of Paris is fatal to me. I am
never free from Terror, whilft within thefe melan-

choly Walls. The Genius of the Place is at Enmity
with mine. Every Thing I call my Eyes on, feems

to lovvre and frown upon me : i itart at the Voices of
Men going along the Streets, and diicourfirg about

their own Affairs : And if any one knock? at the Door,
I'm prefently upon my Guard, my anxious Soul ftill

labouring with fad Prefages of fome Calamity at hand,
ready to rufh upon me unawares.

Perhaps I may go to Lyons, where a Stranger may
live an Age conceal'd, and void of Peril, as in this

City. Or I may take a farther Journey to Marfeillest

Toulon, or any other Sea-port Town : where I will

expeel new Orders from my Superiors.

la
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In the mean time, thou may'ft continue to addrefs

thy Letters as before : For that Courfe can never fail,

let me be where it pleafes Heaven. Eliachim will take

care of all Things. I writ to the Hafnadar BaJJi on
the fame Account, defiring frefh Supplies of Money ;

which I fuppofe will come by the YVay of Vienna :

If fo, I truft to thy Prudence in ordering my Bills

with Speed, and the ufual Cautioufnefs.

Nathan, adieu : And whatever becomes of me, live

thou long and happily to ferve the Grand Signior.

Paris, qth of the 6th Moon,

cf the Year 1667.

LETTER VII.

To the Venerable Mufti.

AS the poor injur'd Labourer, or Slave opprefs'd

by cruel and obdurate Majlers ; as the defpair-

ing Client, who can find no Jultice from the Cbeicks,

Cadils, or Cadilefquers, fly immediately to the Serail,

to make their lail Appeal, and feek Redrefs from the

Great Arbiter of human Feuds : So falls poor Mah
mut proftrate at thy Feet, O Sacred Oracle of Mufful
mans ; begging from thy Authority, whom no Be-

liever dares to difobey, what I could never yet ob-

tain from any Minifier of State, or Bajfa of the

Bench : Thai is, how I mull adfc in cafe 1 am difco-

vered, or barely fufpe&ed, examin'd, and put to my
Oath, concerning my Bufinefs at Paris? Lay thy
fpeedy Commands on thofe whofe Care it ought to

be, that no Intelligence, Advice, or Counfel be want-

ing to me, the faithful Agent of the Porte, refiding here

incognito, a Spy upon the Infidels. Or at leaft, vouch-
fafe to fend me thy Inflruclions, Rules infallible,

Orders of perfect Wifdom, and divine Sagacity.

lean'
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I cannot for the future Hand the Brunt of long

fufpedled Caiualties ; Events which glimmer from
afar, like diltant lgnes Fatui, or other vagrant
Meteors of the Night : For fo Contingencies ap-
pear, which are to come, uncertain, and remote ;

though fometimes near at hand ; yet with deceit-

ful Shew, they ftill miflead bewilder'd Mortals
in the dark. So the tir'd Traveller in Libyan
Wafles, is tantaliz'd by mocking Rays of Sands in
drifted Heaps, or flying Bodies loofely wafted by
the Winds j on which the Moon and Stars calling
their Beams, create Refraftions like Domeftick
Lamps or Tapers ; and encouraging the difconfo-
late Man to hope for neighbouring Villages or
Towns, where he may reft his weary Limbs,
and find an hofpitable Entertainment; fecure from
Dragons, Lyons, Tygers, or the more Fierce and
Cruel ftace ^ of Men, who lurk in fecret Places of
the affrighting Defart, to rob unwary Strangers, as
they pafs.

'Tis faid, moil Holy Patriarch of the Faithful, that
Men are thus degenerate, and tranfcend the horrid
Nature of the ivildefl Beajls ! But ladder ftill, that
Cities, firft defign'd for Sanftuaries of the Dijlrefs'd,

fhould become worfe than Defarts, and more Inhabi-
table than the Purlieu of Dragons, or the dreadful

Haunts of Lynxes, Crocodiles, and other Animals of
Prey. That Men pretending to be civiliz'd, to live

in Community, and reciprocal Participation of all

good Offices ; incorporated by the fame Laws, for

no other End, but to help, affift, and defend one ano-
ther againfl all Foreign Enemies ; fhould, inftead

of this, prove more barbarous than Savages, and
more voracious than Cannibals, whilft every Citizen
preys on his Neighbour, and devours him whom he
has fworn to protect. They all live by Robbery and
Spoil. The Rich and Potent fleece thofe vvhofe

Wealth is not fufRcient to defend them from Oppref-
fion. Thus are Towns and Cities, from celebrated

Refuges of Men, become the Dens of Thieves, and

cruel
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cruel Murderers. The whole Earth is flain'd with
the Blood of the Poor : The Cries of Widows and
Orphans pierce the Hegwm : The Generations of

Men arc corrupted with Fraud, Avarice, Perfidy,

Ambition, Envy, and a thoufand other Vices. Bro-

ther cannot truft the Son of his own Mother. Fa-
thers are unnatural to their genuine Off-fpring.

Children think the Days tedious which prolong their

Parents Live?. Self-Love teaches a Man to betray his

Friend, for whom he rather ought to lole his Life.

An univerfal Defection from Jultice and found Mo-
rality reigns every where.

But what is mod furprizing, is, that even among
thofe who bear the glorious Title and Character of

the True Faithful Muffulmans, there fhould be found

a Crew of Mifcreants, Villains, and Traytors to

God, his Prophet, and their Sovereign. I fpeak not

of fuch, whofe Genial Inclinations tempt them to

commit vulgar Sins, which injure no Man but them-
felves. I tax no Drunkards, Gameflers, and thofe

amorous Perfons, who wafte their Bodies, Time,
Eftates, and facrifice their Reputation to Voluptu-

oufnefs. Thefe are but Penial Sins, and foon wafrYd

off by the appointed Purifications and Penances. A
little Water, Duff, or Sand, with Fading and de-

vout Invocation of the Eternal Allah, cancels thefe

Peccadillo's ; they are all put to the Account of hu-

man Frailty ; fuch is the Pleafure of eternal Goodnefs.

But I accufe the blacker Crimes of thofe, whom
fretting Envy ftimulates to perfecute their harmlcfs

Neighbour : or bafe Ingratitude prompts to betray

their Friends ; or native Malice teaches to feek out

all Occafions of doing Mifchief in the World. A
bufy, reftlefs Sort of Men, buzzing about like Wafps
or Hornets, flinging every one they faften on. Or,
like the Punes of Paris, a troublefome Kind of hfeels,

which interrupt the fweet Pvepofe of Men, creeping

upon them in their Beds and Slumbers, and ilily

biting them to fuck their Blood.

Such



24 Letters writ by Vol. VII:

Such are the Men of whom I now complain ;

who hatter me from Stratagem to Stratagem, from

one Retrenchment to ano^er ; whofe Crime is

double, in that they are Perfons of my own Reli-

gion ; Profejfors of the Genuine Faitb brought down
from Heaven, Followers of the Prophet, who could

neither write nor read; and Subjecls to the Grand
Signior.

Tis a long time fince I had the firft Occafxon to

accufe fome at the Seraglio, of private, fly Attempts

to undermine and ruin me, that they might gain my
Pofi. 'Twill feem invidious, even in my own De-
fence, after fo many Addreffes to the Minifiers of

the Porte, now to repeat their Names, and difcom-

pofe thy Sacred Thoughts with black Memoirs of hu-

man Malice. 'Tis not Revenge I feek, but for the

future how to efcape, if not prevent, the like Con-
fpiracies. Nor is it for myfelf alone, I cherifh this

unufual Zeal and Care ; but for my Mailer's Intereft

and Honour.
I've ferv'd near thirty Years in this precarious Sta-

tion, and never made the leaft falfe Step ; or, if I

have, 'twas not difcern'd ; which is the fame Thing
in effect. And I am very unwilling to mifcarry at

laft, through the Treachery of my pretended Friends

at Conjlantinople, or for want of full Inftruftions from

the Imperial Divan.
'Tis for this Reafon, I prefume to addrefs to the

Duft of thy Feet, Supreme Judge of the Faithful, beg-

ging the Interpofition of thy Paternal Authority on
my Behalf.

There is one Thing more, which in all Humility

I recommend to thy Wifdom and Sanctity. I have

often writ to thy Predecejfor on the fame Account, be-

feeching him to promote the Tranjlation of Hijiories,

and other Learned Books, out of Foreign Languages

into Turkijb or Arabick : That fo Knowledge might
flourifh among the MuJJulmavs, and the Infidels might
have no more Ground to call us Barbarous. Let Men
flulful in Languages and Sciences be fought for. There

are
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are not wanting fuch at Conftantinople, and in other

Parts of the Empire. Let them be employ'd in com-
piling an uni<verfal Hiftory of the World in Turkijb ;

more ample, true, and correct, than any that has gone

before it, in Greek, Latin, or any other Language.

This will bring eternal Honour to the Ottoman Em-
fire, and prove no hard 'Fade to them that fhall un-

dertake it ; fince it will be only a choice Colle&ion

out of other Authors ; a Garland of Flowers cull'd

from the various Fields of Hifiory, and compos'd toge-

ther with an Order full of Luftre and Beauty, the

whole Work being interwoven with a Chain of Chro-

nological'Years ; which will not only give it a lingular

Grace, but alfo be of great Advantage to the MuJJuU
man Readers.

Succeffor of the Apojlles, remember, that though
our holy Lawgiver could neither write nor read, yet

the fucceeding Caliphs encouraged Learning. Bene-

diction on the Souls of them and their Poflerit;. So
will future Ages blefs thy Memory, if thou vouch-
faLU to encourage this glorious Work : And Itburiel,

the Angel of Science, will make thee his AJJbciate in

Paradife.

With profound Submiffions I retire from thy /acred

Prefence, begging thy Ahfolution and BUJjing.

Paris, g/A f the 6th Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER VIII.

To Cara Hali, Phyfici.an to the QxzvA
Siguior.

AMong oti t'cbei I coi.Td not forget what
I owe to the Jo ..!np ..\hich

fcfcweon us. . Leii'uife therefore be-

C fore



26 Letters writ by Vol. VII.

fore the Voft goes, I will inform thee of a Birth,

which has occafion'd little Joy to the Parents, but

much Admiration among all that hear of it, and
rais'd learned Difputes between the Profeflbrs of
Phyjick and Surgery.

In the Town of Weerteed near Ardenburg in the

Low-Countries, a Woman was lately deliver'd of a

jnonftrous Child, with two Heads, two Necks, four

Arms, and proportiortably all Parts both outward
and inward double to the Navel, which feem'd to be
the Center of Union between the two Bodies : For
from thence downwards there appeared only the Pro-

portion and Shape of one Body, with two Thighs,
Legs, and Feet. The Faces were different ; one
fqualid and irregular, without a Nofe or Mouth, ex-

cept a kind of Orifice under the Chin ; for the Eyes
poflefs'd the Place of the Mouth, and a perfect maf-
euline Venital took up the Room of the Nofe : The
ether was fair, and made with Symmetry, having

nothing extraordinary, faving two Teeth growing out

of the Gums.
This irregular Production has been curioufly diffecled

by a famous Anatomift, who found two Hearts, two
Stomachs, and the other Vitals all fingle. What I have
faid is attefted by five profefs'd Pbyjicians, who opened

this wonderful Creature.

There have been many Examples of extraordi-

nary Births, efpecially in thefe Parts of the World.
And I have read in a French Author, a Man of

Credit, That in the Year 1592 of the Chriftian He-
gira, a Woman of Alfatia brought forth at once an
hundred and fifty Children, each but three Inches

long.

But what I {hall now tell thee, though it be not

remarkable for the Number of Children, yet has

fomething lingular in the Circumftances that attended

it.

Irmttrude, the Countefs of Altorfe, accus'd one of

fcer Neighbours of Adultery, becaufe fhe had three

Children at a Birth, faying, She deferved to be tied up

in
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in a Sack, and thrown into the Sea. Next Year the

Countefi herfelf was delivered of twelve Sons all at a

Birth. And touch'd with Remorfe for the Sentence

which fhe had pronounc'd againft the other Woman,
concluding it now a juft Punifhment for herfelf, fent

a Maid with eleven of thefe new-born Infants, com-
manding her to drown them in the next River, re-

ferving only one to be the Heir of his Father's Eftate.

Fate had fo determined, that her Hufband the Earl
met the Maid as fhe was going to commit this exe-

crable Villainy : and afking her what fhe had got in

her Lap, fhe anfwer'd, / am going to drown afew
young Whelps. The Earl being a great Hunter, and
confequently a Lover of Dogs, had a Mind to fee

whether any of thefe Whelps were of a promifing

Afpect ; when to his Aftonimmen: he found eleven

of human Shapes, all living and perfect, but very

fmall. He prefs'd the Maid fo far, that fhe confefs'd

the whole Truth. Whereupon enjoining her Silence,

and AfTurance of a good Reward, he caus'd her to

carry them to one of his Tenants ; where being all

cherifhed and laid warm, he difpofed of them after-

wards in convenient Places, to be nurs'd and brought
up till they came of Age. Then he fent for them
privately to his Houfe, having firft apparell'd them
in the fame Fafhion as their Brother was in who
dwelt at home.

As foon as the Countefs caft her Eye on them, and
obferv'd their Number and Faces, fo exactly re-

fembling him who had been always with her, fhe

wept in a Paffion betwixt Shame and Joy, confef-

fing her former cruel Intention ; and falling at

the Feet of her Lord, he pardon'd her. From thefe

Eleven defcend the Family of the Whelps or Gueipbs,

fo renowned in Germany, and bearing this Name from
the Maid's Anfwer to the Earl, . when fhe had them
in her Lap.

Such ft range Productions as thefe, occafion various

Enquiries among the Philofophcrs here in the Wtftz
Whether human Souls be generated like the Bodies to

C 2 which
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which they are united, e'r whether they are created

by the immediate Fewer of God. Afiuredly thefe In-

fidels are much in the Dark, and fhut their Eyes a-

gainft the Light of the Oriental Sages. If the Pro-

phets fhould rife from the Dead, they would not be

able to convince thefe Uncircumc:s''d, that all Things
viable and invifible are from Eternity, and that there

• is nothing nenxi in the Syftem of the Univerfe, ex-

cept the various outward Forms, which change indeed

according to the Laws of endlefs Tranfmigration, and
fometimes according to the Frolicks of Nature, who
loves to mix .her Interludes and Antiques with the

eftablifh'd Senfes of every Age.

What I have writ is to divert thee : But when mail

I have an Anfvver as from an old Friend ? Let not the

Honours of the Serail make thee forget thofe with

whom thou haft been once familiar. My dear Halt,

be not» too much a Courtier. Thy long Silence and
Refervednefs forces this Language from me. Shall

Conjlantinople blot out thy Remembrance of Arabia ?

Or the Blaft of a Monarch's Favour be more valuable

than the durable Integrity of a Countryman, a Friend ?

If the Sultan trufts his Life in thy Hands, doft not

thou know that a Fit of Gripes, the Stone, Gout,

or any violent Diftemper, will turn all his Confidence

into Jealoufy ? I tell thee, he will fufpeft Poifon in

thy very Looks.
Therefore, continue to be the fame Man as thou

wert formerly, and let not thy Improvements in

fhyfick make thee go backward in Morality.

Paris, z^d of the 6tb Moon,

of the Year 1667.

LETTER
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LETTER IX.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna.

NOW I fee thou art a Man of Bufinefs : Thy
Mind is cured of its religious Itch, and reftor'd

to a found Complexion. Perfevere, and be happy-

Let no vain Scruples of Confcience moleit thy

Soul, concerning the Peace that was lately made be-

tween the Grand Signior and the German. Cares of

this Nature belong to thofe who fit at the Helm, and

direct the Steerage of the State. As for thee and

me, our Part is only to obey, without enquiring

whether it be right or wrong that we are commanded.

Every Thing is lawful to us that is enjoined by our

Superiors : And the publick Reafon ought to fuper-

{cde our private narrow Sentiments. Whatever Prae-

munires we incur by our Obedience, the Confcience

of the State will be our Bail, our Advocate, and

our Ranfom : Therefore, once more, go on and

profper.

Thou couldft not have done the Grand Signior a
greater Piece of Service, than by thus happily infi-

nuating thyfelf with the Hungarian Faclion at Vienna :

For by that means thou becomeft Mafter of the Secrets

of both Sides, the Janus that overlooks two oppofite

Cabals at once ; and fo may'ft not only form thy In-

trigues the better, but alfo give a clearer Light to the

Miniflers of the fublime Porte.

I am difpleas'd to hear of the frequent Con/piracies

that have been made againft the Emperor s Perfon. Not
for any Love that I bear to him, or the Houfe of

Aufiria j for I wifh there was not a Branch of that

incejiuous Stem left alive on Earth : But I never knew
fuch Kind of Plots, if once difcovered and pre-

vented, to take Effect again. Behdes, they many
times fpoil the main Deiign : For what fignifies it,

if this Emperor were feiz'd and put to Death, fo long
C 3 as
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as there is any one of that tyrannical Race furviving ?

They are all of the fame Blood and Interefr. ; edu-

cated alfo in the fame Principles and Maxims. In a

word, they have all but one Game to play ; which
is, to aggrandize themfelves and their Pofterity for

ever. And therefore thefe clandeftine Methods of

Poifon or Affaffin, will but make them more watch-

ful to prevent all Defigns of the like Nature for the

future.

Remember, Nathan, that the Mark which thou

art to aim at, is to cherifh the Difcontents of Hun-
gary, by all the Arts of a cunning Statefman. Count
Peter de Sereni is a fit Subject, to work upon. The
Death of his Brother, and his own Difgrace at the

Imperial Court, with the rifing Fortune of Monti-

cuculi, have fill'd him with Sentiments of Revenge

and Envy. He cannot behold Count a" A-verfperg in

Poffeflion of Carlefiadt without much Refentment,

having with fo great Paffion begg'd that Government

for himfelf.

If this Prince can but be induc'd to revolt, many
thoufands of the Croats, Dalmatians, and Scl&vonians,

will take up Arms under him, which will at once

weaken both the German Empire, and the State of

Venice. Befides, the Marriage of his Daughter with

Prince Ragctjli, may engage the Tranjylvanians in

his Party. Count Nadajli alio, they fay, is not well

pleafed with the Court, aiming to be Palatine of Hun-
gary, which has been refufed him. This News comes

to me but by Report : If it be true, thou art in the

fairer Way to fucceed. Such great Malecontents as

thefe will puzzle the Minifters of State, and exercife

the Policy of Prince Lobkovitz.

Befides, if Things fhould not proceed to an open

Rupture, yet, thou knowefi, the Hungarians are of-

fended at the late Peace, which will not fail to put

them upon committing perpetual Acts of Hoftility.

They ftomach it extremely, that the Town of Xeiv-

laivfel is in the Grand Signiors Hands ; and they will

be always on their Guard in the neighbouring Parts,

patroling
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patroling about, and fkirmifhing with our Foragers :

Which will afford a good Occafion at any time for

our Sovereign to break the Peace, whenever it is for

his Intereft. There are abundance of Confequences

in fuch a Cafe, more than we can think of or foie-

fee, yet all to our Advantage. As long as we go
the right way to work, all Things will fucceed

well. Make no falfe Steps, and there's no danger of

itumbling.

Remember ftill, that thy particular Charge is, to

foment a Civil War between the Court of Vienna and

the Hungarians. *Tis no matter who gets the better

on't. Let them quarrel to Eternity, and deftroy one

another in God's Name : Then mall the MuJJulman
Empire thrive.

Before God, you have a fine Opportunity, ye
factious Comrades : But beware of fly Interlopers.

Damn the Eafinefs and good Nature (faMIy fo call'd)

of thofe who will admit any Man into their Cabal,

provided he puts on a fair Guife of one of the Party.

Ye can't be too referved and clofe. D'ye think the

Emperor has not his Spies about in every Corner ? A
Pox of your Stupidity, if you fuffer this brave Defiga
to mifcarry for want of looking (harp. Damn you,

for a Parcel of old thread -bare Fools, if after fo many
Experiences you don't furbilh up your Wits, and look
to yourfelves. There's a Gottendorf, Railliivits, Skus,

the Knigbt Baron Leipfem, Elnard the hereditary Pre-

tender to the Marquifate of Thanu, with many others

whom I will not name in this Letter : By Mofes and
Mahomet they're all Rogues ; and if you truft them
too far, they furely betray you.

Nathan, believe me, I would not write fo pafiionate-

ly were my Life at all precious. But I have no other
End in protracting the Minute of my Iran/migration,

than to exalt, as much as in me lies, the Majefty of
the Ottoman Lineage, and to guard it from Dangers.
I am placed here on purpofe by Fate : And I'll do>

my Duty, tho' the whole World mould fputter their

Venom againfi me.

C + O If*
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O I/raelite, both thqu and I muft fhortly leave this

Earth ; or at lead we muft change the Form of our
Earth. We {hall never ceafe to be fomething ; God
knows what.

In the mean time, be what thou feemefi to be.

Paris, 23^ of the the 6th Moon,

of the Year 1667.

LETTER X.

To the mofl Sublime and Magnificent of
the Muflulman Bafik's, Achmet, the

Vizir Azem.

MAY Chaplets of immortal Flowers crown thy

noble Head, illuflrious Cuperly, ilrcng Prop'

of the Houfe of Etrogriel, main Buttrefs of the

Tower of the Sc'zuccian Trite, the Lineage of Otto-

man, Heir of the Heirs to Ifmael, the eldefl Son of

our Father Abraham, the Glory of Men, and the

Beloved of God.
Not the unmatch'd Perfumes of Arabia, not the

furprizing Odours of the Perjian . Incenfe, which
they ottered to the Sun, not all the moil fkilful

Competitions of Eajlern Aiomaticks put together, are

half lb fweet, as is thy glorious Name among the

MuJTulmans

.

I receiv'd thy Orders with a Reverence, fecond

only to that which is due to the Grand Signior, and

will perfi nn them with a loyal Alacrity. I per-

fectly comprehend thy De:"gn, and the Drift of the

fublime Porte : For thou hall llated the Cafe like an

Oracle. Twill not be difficult, I believe, to fugged

underhand to the French Court, the Advantage

they may make of the prefenr, Diitra&ions in Hun-
gary:
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gary : For they are already become the Subject of

common Difcourfe. Lewis the Fourteenth, by en-

couraging thofe Malecontents, and fupporting their

Caufe with private Difburfements of Money, will

doubtlefs facilitate his own defigned Conqueft.9 on the

Neighbourhoods of the Rhine. For if the Hungarian

Lords proceed to an open Revolt, and throw them-

felvcs under the Sultan's Protection, the Emperor of

Germany will be obliged to turn all his Forces that

"Way : which yet will not be able to withitand the

United Armies of the Hungarians, Croatians, Hey-

dukes, Tartars, and the moft invincible OJmans. So

that by this means, the Empire will be weakened on

both Sides, and in fatal Danger of its final Diilblu-

tion ; whilft the Strength and Power of the Grand

Signior, and the King of France, his Noble Ally, will

daily increafe.

Befides, this will put all Europe into Divifions and

Parties, according as their Interefts and Affe&ions

incline them, fome fiding with the Emperor, others

with the French King ; whilft the Generality will

ftand Neuters, and contemplate the J flue of thefe

Wars, without afiiftir.g one Side or fothei* Than
which, nothing can fall out more ha: py or propitious

for the facred Monarchy of the Ofmans.

In Obedience to thy Command, I have written to

Nathan Ben Saddi on this Account ; altogether as

from myfelf, not giving him the leaft Ground to con-

jecture, that I had receiv'd an Order from the Porte.

I frequently take, the Liberty to courtfel that honeft

yew in many Cafes ; inviting him to Projects in Ge-
neral Terms, and to do fome extraordinary Service

for the Grand Signior. So that he will imagine my
writing now is only of courfe, without fufpecting any-

thing eMe.

1 beferch thee to fet»? me all the Inductions tV.it

are needful for m?, net only to carry on this Affair

proiperouily, b':r nil other? relating to the Forte. I

ro Nathan

not d.witn

C g tliey
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they are any other than his own Propofals : Since
thou doll not think it fit that the Majefty of the Porte

ihould appear to be concern'd in a Bufinefs of this

Nature, efpecially fo foon after the late Peace con-

cluded with the Emperor.

'Tis an invaluable Honour thou haft done me, in

trufting to my Conduct an Intrigue, whofe Effects,

for ought I know, may reach all the Nations of Eu-
rope, and laft till the Day of Doom. Queftion not my
Fidelity, for 'tis of Proof : Befides it many times

tempts a Man to be falfe, when he knows he is fuf-

pecled to be fo.

I am Slave of the Slaves of thofe who (land near

the Sultan's Perfon, and confefs Mohammed to be the

Apofile of Gad. More particularly I am devoted to

thofe who have the Honour to ferve thee, the

Grand Pillar of the Ofman Empire. God perpetuate

thy Felicity.

Paris, z^d of the ytb Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER XL

To the Selidtar Aga, or Sword-Bearer

to the Sultan.

THESE Parts abound in Action at this Time,
Couriers run up and down from Court to

Court with fecret Difpatcbes, and Matters of deep Im-
port. The Dtath cf the Queen of Poland, and of Pope
Alexander VII, occaiion this new flirring and buttling

in Europe. She died on the 10th of the 5th Moon :

He oh the 22d. Every Kingdom and State in the

Wefty have fome Interefl to make or preferve ; fame
Defign
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Defign to form or to carry on, the Succefs of which'

many times depends on the well managing the Con-

fequences of thefe great and fatal Breaches, which

Death makes in the Families of Mighty Polentaies*

Houfes of Royal Defcent.

The French Court were all diffolv'd in Joy, for the

Marriage of the Duke of Guize with Madamoifelle dr

Alencon : They were in the midft of the Nuptial

Triumphs and Feftival Solemnities, when the Black.

Expreffes came, which foon turn'd all their Mirth to

Mourning, at leaft in outward Appearance^ For it

was not decent for the Sons to continue longer revel-

ling, when the Great Father lay embalm'd in order

to his Sepulture. Therefore to prevent Idlenefs, the
King thought fit to change the Paftimes of the Court

for more neceflary Bufinefs ; and the foft Entertain-

ments of Hymen, for the rugged Toils of War. He
cius'd his Armies to march into Flanders, to give his

Queen Poffeffion of certain Eftates fallen to her in

thofe Parts. This furpriz'd the Low Countries, wha
began to demolifh feveral Places of Strength, that had
not fufficient Garrifons to defend them.

The King was himfelf in Perfon at the Head of his

Army, which gave immenfe Courage to his Soldiers.

So that Tournay quickly furrender'd to him, on the
24th of the 6th Moon ; and Do-way not many Days-

after. In the mean while, the Marefchal d Aumontr
with another Army, takes Bergue and Fumes near
Dunkirk. Then he befieges Lijle, which was taken
alfo after Seventeen Days ; but not without the Kings
Prefence ; who appear d indefatigable, always on
Horfeback, or in his Coach, going the Rounds, and
furveying all the Works. He flept in his Coach
that Night the Town was taken, on a Bridge not
far frcm Ghent. They have alfo taken Courtray,

Oudenarde, and Aloft. They have defeated the Prince

dt Ligne, and the Count de Marcin. In a word, they
have done fo many Great Things this Campaign,
that ail Flanders b ilupllied as at a Miratle.

C 6 EluOriou*
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Illuftrious Jga, I have in a fort of Miniature pre-

ferred thee with a true Effigies of Weftern Affairs at

this Junfture. Let not my Abruptnefs difpleafe thee ;

fince this Epitome defcribes the Truth as lively, as if

I'd fill'd an Ell of Parchment up with Words.

Paris, zd of the Sth Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER XII.

To Dgnet Oglou.

I
Know not whether I have Reafon to rejoice or be
fad in my prefent Circumllances ; fo ambiguous

are th« Events of human Life. Even the moft blart-

difhing Gifts of Fortune, and fuch as we are extremely

taken with, many times prove like the Trojan Horfe,

only fair and gay in outward Appearance : whilft,

like that deceitful Engine of the Grecian Craft, they

carry an Army of hidden Calamities within, which,

in the midft of our fecure Repofe, when we lead:

dream of any Evil, rum upon us from their concealed

and unfufpecled Ambufcades, put us all in Terror and
Confufion.

However, fince I hare had a fufficient Share of

Trouble, Grief, and Melancholy ; now let other

fprightly, chearful Paflions take their Turn, be the

Event how it will ; I cannot always bear the Burden

of a loaded Spleen, cramm'd and pufFd up with

melancholy Winds, the Embryo's or Vehicles at leaft

of horrid Thoughts, perplexing Cares, and black De-
fpair. Befides, methinks, I have a fit Occafion to be

merry; being by a very pleafing Accident, at once

rid of a great many vain Doubts and Anxieties,

(which have difturb'd my Peace for thefe Three or

Four Years) and reftor'd to the charming Conver-
fation
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fation of Daria, whom thou may'il remember I Co

paffionately lov'd in the Days of my Youth.

Know then, that one Day as I was walking in

the Streets, I met that lovely Greek in Mourning.

Surpriz'd above meafure at the Sight of a Perfon, for

whom I had formerly cherifh'd fo great an Efteem ;

I flood flill at firft, like one Thunder- ft ruck. I

could not forbear queftioning my own Senfes, and
giving the Lye to my Eyes, which affured me it

was fhe. Neither Age nor Abfence had efrac'd her

lov'd Idea from rny Memory, or fo much chang'd

her Face, but that I eafily call'd to Mind the Object

of my Amorous Defires. Yet my Aftonifhment was

fuch at this unthought-of Interview, that I had not

Refolution enough to believe myfelf ; and her

Amazement feem'd no lefs than mine ; whilft neither

of us had Power to fpeak, but ftood like Fools. Till

I, afham'd longer to lofe myfelf in fuch an effe-

minate Confufion of Spirit, firft broke Silence, not

without fome Rapture and Emotion, crying out,

Is it Daria or her Ghoft, I fee ? Has Fortuxeblek'd
** or mock'd me at the Fatal Hour ? Or do deluding
*' Nymphs and Fairies haunt the Streets of populous
'* Cities, "walking about in borrowed Forms, and
*' mixing with the Throng of Mortals, to tantalize

* our fofteft Hopes with a falfe Shew of fome dear
" Lover, Friend or Perfon highly wifh'd for, never
" to be enjoy'd ? It may be true, that Cytherea left

** her Heaven, (as Virgil does relate) and in a Tyrian

" Drefs met the Heroick Ofspring of Aneb''fes in the

" Fields, amufing him with a difguifed Semblance
" of Mortality and Human Race, until her Hca~
*' venly Voice difcover'd that flic was a Goddtfs. So
" us'd Diana to defcend in dead of Night, and mix
" the Slumbers of T.ndyn-.ian with Immortal Dreams ',

'* ftealing foft Kiftes from the lovely Youth, and
" whifpering Cclejiial Words into his Ears, more
" forcible, than the Songs of Orpheus, when he
" mov'd the Trees and Rocks to Paffions of P/afcnLi
** Love. At other times they would come down,

«' and
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•' and take the Air of cool Mount Hanus, or the

" lofty Ida. Thus Melpomene, Clio, and the reft of
*' the Saacd Nine, would often vifit the refrefhing

*' Heights of their belov'd PamaJJui ; from whence
" defcending to the fhady Banks of Helicon, with
u more than Mortal Voices, would awake and tempt
" the wanton Eccbd's to ftrike up, like Unifons, and
" join in Concert with them, whilft they chaunt the

" Praifes of fome Demi-God, or Hero, whom they
" love. But that a Goddefs, Njmpb, or Mufe, did
" e'er frequent the common Crowd of Mortals in a
t( City, is not to be credited : Therefore, unlefs I

" dream, it is Daria I behold.''

My Dgnet, I was running on in higher Ecftafies

at mentioning of her Name, but that fhe fmil'd,

and interrupted me with an obliging Referved-

nefs, and faid, " Makmnt, if you are the Man
" I take you for, and would have my Efteem,
" be lefs pafhonate, and leave off this wild way of
" Raillery : We both are paft the Vanities of Youth :

" Our Years ihould now retain no remnant Froths
" of early boiling Blood, and young, green, foolilb,

" Paliions.'

I took this only for a Female Banter, and Eflay of

Woman's Craft, to try the Senfe and Humour of a

Man. For, thou knoweft, the greateit Princefs loveo

a truly paffionate Addrefs, tho' not a puling, whi-

aing one ; befides, 'tis the Fafhion here in France, to

nfe Pov.ar.tick Forms of Speech, when they make
Love. Hovvtver, in regard it was inconvenient to

lofe more time, in the open Street, by this Sort of

Difcourfe, I invited her to a Houfe, where we
convene with more Freedom. She accepted the Mo-
tion, and I conducted her to the Houfe or E.

the y*w. 'Tis pleafantly feated on the Banks of the

River Seine, and has a fair Garden belonging to it.

Eliacbim happened to be abroad, which gave us 2

better Opportunity of improving of lime, without

the necefinry Interruption of Salutes, Compliments,

QSc. ufual in fuch a Cafe. And I had the Com-
mand
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mand of his Houfe, as though he had been there

himfelf.

It being in the Heat of Summer, I led Daria into

a little, fhady, green Retreat, in the midft of the

Garden, out of the Reach of curious Ears ; where
under the cool refrefhing Shelter of a wide-fpread

Beach, we fat down and call'd to mind our former

Acquaintance and Friendfhip. Daria ftill retain'd

her Native Modefty and Prudence, neither had the

external Beauty of her Face fuffer'd any greater De-
triment, than what befals the fairett Rofes, Violets,

or other Flowers, which even in their moft decay'd

Eftate, merit the Character ©f amiable Svveetnefs.

However, the Luftre of her Wit, and Goodnefs of

her Humour, fupply'd all other Defefts.

I proteft, my Dgnet, it was impoffible for me to

fee, and not to love again, a Perfon whofe Idea

was once fo domeftick and familiar to my Soul.

And I was the more animated to make my Court,

when fhe told me, that fhe was a Widow. 'Twas
eafy to forget, or banifh from my Thoughts, her

former faithful Treachery, in acquainting her

Hufband with my Amour. Love foon removes all

puny Obftacles ; 'tis ready, prompt, and dextrous

to find Excufes for the greateft Fauits a Friend can

ever commit : much more ingenuous to palliate the

Peccadillo's of a Miftrefs. This Generous Palfion,

by a peculiar Force, extirpates all Revenge, and blots

out the Memoirs of pafs'd Unkindneffes. It ever

fprings and blooms with frefh defires, young vigorous

Inclinations : Like to the Palm oppreffed with
Weights, it higher grows : 'Twould fain increafe,

dilate, and ftrctch itfelf to Immortality. There's

no Consideration, but that of Honour, can pretend

to match, or ftand in Competition with the Divine
Regards of Love. And yet the moft exalted Human
Glory often veils to this foft Paflion : The Conque-
rors of the World fufFer themfelvcs to be overcome
by Women.

Wonder
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Wonder not therefore, that I, who am Flefh and
Blood as well as other Men, could not now defend

myfdf from fair Darted Charms.

Excufe me in that I cannot now give thee any far-

ther Account of this Adventure j being interrupted

by a Meflenger from Eliachim the Jew, who brings

me Word, my Mother is very fick, and wants my
Company. Expert another Di/patch fpeedily.

Paris, \$tb of the \otb Moon,

of the Tear i 667.

LETTER XIII.

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Mafter

of the Cuftoms, and Superinten-

dant of the Arfenal at Conftanti-

nople.

""T^IS written in the Fates, That Man mould once

X at leaft be vanquifh'd by a Woman in his Life.

But 'tis my Chance to be twice fubdued by one of

that fair Sex. I know not whether I acquainted thee

with the Love I formerly bore to Daria, a beautiful

Greek Lady fojourning in Paris. Neither have I at

this Infiant an Opportunity to look over the File of

my Letters, they being in my Lodgings, and I r.r.

EUachitns Houfe, where I writ this Letter, for the

fake of a Convenience, which offers itfelf, offending

thee a fmall Prefent of Wat.hes and Oriental Stcnes,

by a Jew, a Merchant, who is juft departing for tion-

fantinople.

However, if thou art curious to know the Circum-
flances of this Amsur I fpeak of, our Friend (

can inform thee of it. In the mean time, fufer me
to
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to vent fome of my Thoughts concerning Women,
and the Love of thein rooted fo deeply in cur Hearts

by Mature. None of our Sex could e'er efcjpe this

gentle Paiiion, it beir.g mixed and blended in our

very Original Etpirytfs, and after cherifh'd with our

Mothers Milk. It was the peculiar Myftery of our

Nurfes, by a thoufand Female Tricks and Arts of

neceffary Tendernefs, to blow and kindle up the

little Sparks of this immortal Fire, within our In-

fant Souls ; wfcillr from their Breails we fuck'd and

guzzled down inebriating Philters and Lo-ve- Potions,

more forcible and durable than thoie the Grecian

Maids compound by magick Rules when they wou'd

captivate fome lovely Youth within their Snares. Our
Blood thus fed with early fympathetick Draughts,

becomes the Seminary of a thoufand amorous Incli-

nations ; general, unform'd, and volatile Affections

to that Sex : 'Till Time and Opportunity fix cur

loofe Defires on fome particular Maid, whom Fate or

Chance has brought into our View. At the firlt

Glance, (he 'darts from her enchanting Eyes the per-

fect Image of her Soul, which penetrates like Light-

ning, our "moft interior Faculties. The fwift Idea

transforms us into its own Similitude ; like melted

Wax we take the momentary ImpreiHon of a Figure,

which may laft as long as we ; or if we melt again,

'tis but to receive fome other Stamp of Love. Thus
our whole Life panes away in an enchanted Circle of

Amours.
However, 'tis the Part of a wife Man *o regulate

this Paflion, and not fuffer it to degenerate into Do-
tage. There is much to be faid in Praife of Women,
and not a little in their Difparagemer.t : As we are

Riddles to ourfelves, fo that Sex is in a higher Degree
Alyjlerious and a Paradox.

'Twould be a kind of facrilegious Envy to conceal

their Excellencies, and the Advantages they have of

us in many Regards, whilit our partial Pen mail only

publifh their Defects and Infirmities. Some Hebrew
Doctors, from the different Names of Adam and Eve

draw
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draw Arguments to prove the Dignity and Perfection

of the Female Sex, in that Adam fignifieth [Earth]

but Eve expreffes \Life\ For they affirm, that every

Name which God impos'd on any Thing, defcribes

its Nature and Qualities, as a PiSlure reprefents the

Original. Therefore by how much Life is more to

bs efteem'd than Earth, by (a much more excellent,

in the Opinion of thofe Rabbies, is Woman than

Man.
They go farther alfo ; and from the Affinity be-

tween Eve's Name and the SacredName of God, the

ineffable Tetragrammaion the Cabalijls borrow Proofs

in Confirmation of their DoJirine.

I know not whether fuch Critical Obfervations be

of any Moment or no, in this Cafe ; yet thou know'ft

that all the Eajlem Languages are full of hidden My-
fteries ; each Word and Letter being impregnated with

fome Divine or Natural Secret, befide the common
obvious Senfe. Thus Al Zerbi, the holy Mujfulman
Dottar fays, there's Magick in the Sacred Name of

Jefus, and that whene'er it mail be once pronounc'd

through the great Tube or Trump of Michael, it mail

caufe all the Powers in Heaven, in Earth, and Hell,

to bow the Knee. This Globe whereon we tread,

fhall tremble, and all the Elements melt away j the

Firmament fhall be fnatch'd up like to the Motion of

an Eajlem Antiport, Veil, or Curtain. The wide-

flretch'd Orbs above fhall warp and rowl together, as

a fcorched Skin, or a Piece of Parchment does before

a Fire. So forcible will be the Energy of that tre-

mendous WO R D by which the Univerfe was made,
when God defigns to rend this vifible World of ours

in Pieces, that he may reveal his nobler Works, the

Worlds invisible and eternal. This mighty Frame on
every Side will bow, and yield, and vanifh : not able

to fupport the crowding Train and Luflre of immortal

Glories, radiant, bright EJfences, defcending in a Body
from the high Palaces of God, the infinite Solitudes

and Receffes of the Omnipotent.

Thou
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Thou haft no Reafon to be fcandaliz'd at what I

write as if I were a Chrifiian. Thou feeft J have a

Docl'or of the Arabs for my Author : A True Believer,

and reputed Saint. Befides, if I am worthy to ad-

vife thee, let not the common Praclice of Mujful-

man Profeflbrs in the Imperial City tempt thee to

defpife the Blejfed Son of Mary, of whom our Holy

Prophet fpeaks fo honourably. How many Chap-

ters in the Alcoran do celebrate his Praife ? I rather

counfel thee to imitate the honeft Tiotomans, who
are efteemed the beft of True Believers. Thefe

honour both Jefus and his matchlefs Virgin-Mother ;

So do the ChupmeJJiaji, and all good Mujfulmans.

As for the reft, they're either fuperftitious and

morofe Fanaticks, profligate Renegadoes, or loofe, wild

Libertines, who fear neither God nor Man.
And now I've mentioned that incomparable Mary

Mother of the MeJJias, of whom the mighty Alcoran

fpeaks fuch venerable Things ; it is a fit Occafion to

return from my Digreflion, and proceed in relating

what the Jcxvifh Robbies fay further in Commendation
of the Female Sex.

They confider the Order which God, according to

the Writing of Mofes, obferved in the Creation, viz.

that among his Works, fome are incorruptible and
immortal ; others fubjeft to Corruption and Change ;

and that as he began in the nobleft Species of the

former, to wit, pure feparate Spirits ; fo he ended in

the moft illuftrious of the latter, that is, Woman

;

the laft of all his Works, and the moft perfect of

compound Beings : For in her are center'd and con-

fummated the Nature of the Heavens, the Earth,

Air, Fire, and Water, with Minerals, Plants, and
Animals, and whatfoever elfe was made before her.

This is the Opinion of fome Hebre-w Writers, who
believe, that God having made E<ve, and then fur-

vey'd the Syftem of his Works, found nothing more
excellent or divinely fram'd than Woman. There-

fore in her he relied and commene'd the Sabbath,

as if his Power and Wifdom now were tir'd and.

foii'd.



44 Letters writ by Vol. VII.

foil'd, ard that he could not ftart the Idea cf another

Creature more perfedt than her : Or, as if he did

not efleem the Uni-verfe itfelf compleat without the

lall and moll accomplilh'd of his Works. Fcr they

held it is abfurd to believe, that God wou'd finifti

fuch a prodigious and admirable Talk, in ar.y mean
or abject Thing. They alfo illuftrfite this by a

Similitude, aliening, that the World being as it

were an entire Circle, it follows by neceflary Con-
fequence, that it was finifh'd in that Part, which by
the moll intimate Union couples the firil Atom to

the lail.

They endeavour to flrengthen this by the com-
mon Principle of Philofcphy, which teaches th?it the

End is always firll in the Intention, and I ifi in Exe-
cution. 11 on.en therefore being the Lib Work of

the Creation, it is ev cent, fay they, that fhe was
the chief Defign and Aim the . . bui.d-

ing fhis jmmenfe Fabrick, which he fail furnilhed

and adorned with infinite Riches anu Lelights, and
then introduced her, as into her own native, proper

Palace, there to reign as abfolute Queen over all his

Works.
Belides, they take Advantage from the particular

Place of her Creation to exalt her, in that fhe was
form'd in Paradife among the Angels, whereas Man
was made in the Common W:iile among the Brutes.

And thtrefore they fay, Woinen have this peculiar

Privilege, that when they look down from any emi-

nent Height or Precipice, they feel no Dizzinefs or

giddy Symptoms in their Head, no Mid or Dimnefs
in their Eyes, being, as it were, nearer their proper

Element, or lofty Birth-place ; whereas it is common
for Men to be troubled with thefe Accidents in fuch a
Cafe.

But the mofl prevailing Argument they ufe, is

taken from the stupendous Beauty of that Sex, which
like the finer Sort of Clouds in Summer, feems toen-
grofs the Splendors of immortal Light, and fo refieft

them on the World. How matchlefs is a Woman &

Form ?
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Form ? What dazzling Majefty environs her from

Head to Foot ? Gaze on her lovely Countenance

without Aftonifhment ; or fix your Eyes on her's

without an Ecllacy ; thofe Lights which do miflead

the Morning Stars, and caufe the Gods to ramble from

their Heaven, if what the Ancient Poets fay be true.

So did Apollo for his Daphne, and Jupiter for others

of that charming Sex. Neither need we wonder at

this, fince the Written Law itfelf records that Angels

fell in Love with admirable Maids of Human Race,

and took 'em for their Wives or Concubines, from

whom the Progeny of Giants came. Thus more

modern Writers teftify, that incorporeal Spirits and

Damons of all Ranks and Qualities, both good and

bad, have been enfiamed with ardent PaJJions for

fome Mortal Virgin. Which is no falfe or vain O-
pinion, as the incredulous Part of Men would fain

infinuate, but a known Truth, confirm'd by many
Experiences.

Indeed, fo admirable is the Figure, Voice, and

Mien of a fair Woman, that he is wilfully blind,

who does not fee, whatfoever Beauties the whole
World is capable of, concenter'd in that Sex. And
for this Reafon 'tis, that not only Man, with Angels,

Damons, Genii, Satyrs, and the whole Series of

Rational Beings, admire a fair Woman; but alf'o the

very Brutes are ftruck with a profound Amazement
at her Sight : With Sighs and filent Vows the Ani-

mal Generations pay Homage to her, and adore the

ftately Idol. Every Thing in "Nature is enamour'd,

and lies proftrate at her Feet : She alone commands
the Univerfe.

Yet afcer all, my Brother, they have their dark
Side too, like the reft of mixed Beings. They are

the Frontier Pafles of the World above, and that be-

low ; the Gates of Life and Death, the very Ave-

nues to Heaven or Hell, according as they are us'd.

Like Fire they'll warm and refrefh a Man, if he

keep at a due Diftance ; but if he approach too near,

they'll fcorch and blifter him, if not confume hm
quite.
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quite. Or, like that other. Element of Water,
they're very good and ferviceable, whilft kept within

their Bounds ; but let them once break down the

Banks of Modefty, they'll threaten all with Ruin.

In a word, 'tis neither fafe to vex 'em in the leait,

or humour 'em too much. The Excefs of Fondnefs,

as well as the Defett of natural Love, may equally

undo us. Prudent Generofity is the only Method
of making ourfelves happy in the Enjoyment of this

Sex.

Dear Pejleli, let us reverence ourfelves, and then

we cannot fail of due Refped from our Wives and
Concubines. For they love a Man that's truly mafcu-

line and brave.

Paris, the \yh of the \otb Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER XIV.

To the fame.

JU S T as I'd finifh'd t'other Letter, I was alarm'd

afrefh with new Difcoveries of Solymans Trea-
chery. That barbarous Dog is certainly an bnp of
Hell, a Devil in human Flefh ; an adventitious Plant,

pluck'd from the dreary Banks of Pblegethon, or Co-

eytus, and engrafted in our noble Stock, on purpofe

to ruin and deilroy us. The whole Tribe is bound to

curfe him with immortal Execrations. He induftri-

oufly feeks and ftudies all Occafions to do mifchief.

His Veins fure ftream with fierceft Venoms, rather

than with human Blood. The Poifon of Dragons

and JJps is under his Tongue, and the Gall of Croo-
diles within his Lips. His Lungs breathe nothing but

infernal Smokes ; the Spirit Negider times the Syflok

and Diajlok of his Heart ; and his whole Body is a

Den
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Den of Fiends, as foul and black, as thofe which
guard the Throne of the great Prince of Darknefs.

I could have eafily forgiven his fly malicious At-

tempts upon my Life and Honour, his interloping

Tricks and Plots, his Calumnies and Slanders, with

all the Train of his perfidious Actions : But that he
fhould abufe the virtuous Fatima, Daughter to our

Uncle Ufeph, is an Injury I can't put up, or pardon.

That innocent Lady ne'er deferv'd fuch cruel, un-

manly Ufage at his Hands. The Dregs of a thoufand

bitter Curfes be his Potion to drink in Hell, unlefs he

repent of this prodigious Bafenefs, and make honour-

able Satisfaction.

Thou wilt wonder, perhaps, what is Socman's

Crime, that fills me with fuch implacable Refent-

ments. Know then, that Fatim/is Hufband being

call'd to the Grand Signior's Service in the Wars of

Dalmatia, and for that Reafon forced to tarry from
her above thefe fourteen Moons, fhe entrufled Solyvian

with an Affair of grand Importance, a Matter which
concern'd her Life, Honour, and Welfare in the

World. It feems fhe had a Quarrel with an old Gre-

cian Hag, who fought to proltitute her to the Great

Cadi of Smyrna, where fhe lives. This Grandee

had by a ftrange Accident feen Fatima in a Buth, fre-

quented only by Women of Quality. However,
through fonie Neglefl of the Servants, he was not

fpy'd himfelf, but went away deeply in Love. That
Paffion, thou knoweft, makes every body reftlefs,

that is tormented with it. He knew not how to

eafe himfelf, but by communicating his Thoughts
to the forementioned Grecian Widow, whom he had
often made the Confident of his Amours. The
thorough-pae'd Bawd foon promh'd him Relief,

and that fhe would accomplifh his Defires. How-
ever, fhe fail'd, and found herfelf miftaken, when
fhe came to tempt the inviolate Chaftiry of Fatin-.a :

For all her glittering Promifes, her fofteft Rbetorick

could never corrupt a Heart eftablifked firm in

Virtue.

Mad
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Mad at her Repulfe, fhe ftudies how to be re-

veng'd, conceiving it net impoffible to bring her De-
figns about by Violence, fince fair Perfuafions would
not do. She frames a formal Accufation againft

Fatima before the Cadi, taxing her with Witchcraft

and other Crimes upon Oath. The Cadi having
learred his Leflbn, would not hear the Caufe in open
Divan ; but pretending Indifpofnion of Budy, caus'd

her to be brought before him in his private Bed-
chamber. The Greek had ready by her feveral

fuborn'd Witnefles, to depofe moft horrid Things
againft the innocent Woman. When the Cadi pro-

filing an eotire Refped to Fatima s Hufband, feem'd

to take Pity on her Circum lances, and wav'd the

farther Profecution of the Caufe till another Time,
keeping Fatima Prifoner in the mean while in his

own Palace.

All this was manag'd fo privately, that »o body in

the Town took notice of it, fave an Acquaintance or

two of the Grecian Widow's, and Solyman our worthy
Coufin, who happen'd to be at Smyrna in this very

Juncture among his other Rambles.
Perfons in trouble are willing to fly for Refuge

to any Friend, defiring their Afliftance. Fatima
ali in Tears at fuch an unexpected Change of her

Condition, had Leifure and Opportunity to fpeak

to Sofyman, conjuring him to go to certain inti-

mate Friends of our Family, living in Aleppo, and
tell them her Circumflances. InUead of this, the

faithlefs Villain goes to her Hufband's Friends

at Tripoli, telling them the utmoft fhameful and
fcandalous Things of Fatima his Malice could in-

vent ; and that by her lewd Courfes fhe had well-

nigh ruin'd her Hufband ; producing at the fame
time forged Bills and Letters as from him, where-

by he rai-'U 3 thoufand Zequins, with which the

petj..r'd Villain's gone no holy knows whither, to

make his broken Fortunes once again, and lay a

Foundation for new Chc;s. V. bi i jnr'd

Fatima is forced to btar t'heRepro^Ji o...u infamy o{

Things
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Things whereof (he ne'er was guilty. But Time, I

hope, will clear her Innocence, and bring thatcurfed

Vagabond to Shame.

I counfell'd him indeed long ago to travel, and fee

the various Regions of the Earth : But I ne'er advis'd

him to load his Soul in fuch long Voyages with the

Guilt of bafe Ingratitude, barbarous Malice, Perfidy,

and other Vices of the blacked Hue. The fmaller

Frailties, Stains, and Blemifhes of Human Life, are

too great a Burden for a generous Heart to bear with-

out Complaints and Sighs. He that has but a Spark
of Virtue in him, blufhes for every Peccadillo he

commits. If tempted by good Company, or in>

hopes to banifh melancholy Thoughts, he indulge

himfelf a larger Draught of Wine than what is ordi-

nary, and fo infenfibly boil up his Blood to irregular

Height, and Superfluities, he is all this while no
body's Foe but his own ; he plots no Mifchief againft

his Friend, Relation, harmless Neighbour, or Ac-
quaintance. All the Enmity he {hews is to himfelf,

and in his Cups he is not aware of that. For which
Reafon afterwards to expiate tkt criminal Advances
he made to Self-Murder, he willingly fcums off the

grofler Ebullition of its heated Veins in penitent

Weeping : A Flood of Tears runs from his Eyes,

like generous Libations at the Foot of the Altar, to

pacify the Wrath of God ; whilft the lighter Part

evaporates in pious Sighs and Vows. Thus this Pol-

lution vaniflies like Smoke, and he is foon made clean

again. And fo in other Vices 'tis the fame with Men
difpos'd to Virtue : They endeavour to root out the

evil Habits they are accuftomed to : They try all

Ways and Stratagems to reform themfelves. But
wicked Men, by Inclination, fin on without Remorfe :

They never ftudy to retrench the Evils they commit

:

Ever propenfe to Vice, they cluife its Ways, and court

the Opportunities of doing impious Things. They're
natively unjuft, and cannot live at Eafe without pre-

meditated Crimes ; It is their Element to be projeel

ing Mifchief : And fuch a one is Sslytnan our Coa&n.
D God
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God infpire him with more grateful Sentiments

towards his Friends, more Natural and Affectionate to

thofe of his Blood, and a more juft Deportment to all

Men: Or elfe he may be like Cain, who for murder-

ing his Brother was condemn'd to be a Vagabond on
Earth ; and like Zeuli Bazar the Perjian, who falfly

accus'd Hofain the Prophet, and for that Reafon was

troubled with a Palfy in his Head as long as he liv'd.

Paris, \\th of the \oth Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER XV.

To the Mufti'.* Vicar.

I
Sent an Account to the Porte of the Death of the

late Rumbeg, or Pope, who is the great Patriarch

of the Nazarenes. Now the Cardinals have cholen

another to fucceed him, whom they call Clement IX,
a Man of a great Character for Learning and Piety,

and one from whom the Franks expect glorious Things
to be done for the Publick Good of Chrifendom.

Thefe Popes feem to inherit the Authority and Ho-
nour of the Ancient Pontifex Maximus, or High-
Priejl of the Romans in the Time of Paganifm.

Nay, they afiume a far more ample 2nd uncon-

troulable Power. For thofe Gentile Prelates always

fubmitted to the Imperial Authority, from which
they received Protection and Maintenance. But
thefe Cbriflian Fathers acknowledge no Superior on
Earth. Kings and Emperors do Homage to them,

and perform the meaneft Services j as to hold

the Bafin whilft the Pope waihes his Hands ; to

hold the Stirrup whilil he mounts or alights from

off his Mule. Sometimes Great Princes lead his

Hufe by the Bridle ; whilft at another Seafon they

enrtyTurn on 1 iKien, 'Tis recorded, that
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Eumenes, King of Pergamus, came to Rome, and pul-

ling off his Turbant, humbly laid it on the Ground
before the Senate, confeffing he receiv'd his Liberty

from them. And Prufius, King of Bitbynia, us'd to

ftile himfelf the Roman Senate"
1

* Slave, and bow
down to the Earth before them. But this is nothing

to the Reverence which greateft Monarchs pay the

Pope, when crawling on their Hands and Knees, they

kifs the Sandal on his Foot.

He can make and depofe Kings at Pleafure, abfolve

Subjecls from their Allegiance, bind and remit Sins,

open and (hut the Gates of Paradife, Purgatory, and
Hell, or at leaft he endeavours to make the World
believe fo.

He has Seventy Cardinals for his Affiflants and
Counfellors, all equal to Princes : A Hundred and
Thirty Arcbbijhops under his Obedience : A Thou-
fand and Seventeen Bijbops : A Hundred and Forty

Four Thoufand Monajlcries and Religious Houfes ;

Three Hundred Thoufand Parifhcs obeying his Will,

and yielding Homage to him. So that if he were
refolv'd to carry on fome lafting War, he need only lay

an Impoft of Six Crowns a Year on every Monafiery,

and Fifty Two on every Parifh, and it would amount
to Sixteen Millions of Crowns yearly Income. And
if out of every Monafiery he chofe out Tea Men, he
wou'd have an Army of Fourteen Hundred and
Forty Thoufand Men. Which is more than any Po~
ter.tate in the World can do befide.

Thou wilt fay, 'Tis a Wonder then he does not

put this in Prattice, and fo wage War with the Grand
Signior, who has fleec'd him of many fiourilhing

Countries formerly under his Obedience.

O Sacred Oracle of the MuJJulmans, God has tied

up his Hand ; he cannot do it. Thefe are but empty
Speculations, impracticable Projects, fantaftick Cbi~

tneras. The mighty Train of his Arcbbijhops, Bijkops,

Parifh-Priejls, with Jefuits, Monks and Friars, though
never fo willing to obey his Orders in fuch a Cafe,

yet cannot ftir a Foot withort the Leave of their

D 2 refpeclive
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refpedlive Sovereigns. For they're difpers'd through

divers Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, where
they are fubject to the Laws and Government in

Force. So that unlefs he cou'd unite the Hearts of all

the Chrijlian Princes one with another, and with his

own, to undertake Co grand an Expedition, it is im-

portable ever to effect his Will. Each Nation has an

Intereil of its own to purfue, which makes 'em deaf

to fuch Propofals as may embarrafs, if not ruin

them. No Peter of the Defart, rambling up and

down from Court to Court, with his Religious Ha-
rangue, will -e'er again prevail to raife another Cru-

fade: That Zeal is out of Fafhion now in Chrijlen-

dom. Kings in thefe later Ages, have not half the

Attach and Veneration for the Pope they had in for-

mer Times. When Pope Boniface VIII claimed a

Temporal Jurifdiclion in France, Philip the Fair,

being then King, fent him this fhort Anfwer ; Let

thy Great Sottijhnefs know, that in Temporals ace are

fubjecl to none but Gid alone. And a French Ambajfador

at Rome, fpeaking fomething boldly to the Pope, the

Prelate reproach'd him, That his Father was burntfor

a Heretick; whereupon the Ambaffador gave him fuch

a Box o' th' Ear, that he fell down as dead. But it

was a tart Meflage indeed, which the Eajletn Bijhops

fent to Pope John III, who claim'd an Universal

Authority over all the Churches in the World. For

fay they, We firmly believe thy Abfolute Authority over

thj own SuhjcSts ', but we who are not fubjecl to thee,

cannot bear thy Pride, nor are we able to fatiate thy

Avarice. The Devil be with thee, and God with us.

In a word, all Denmark, Swedeland, Norway, Hol-

land, England, Scotland, Geneva, Ireland, half the £«-
fire, and half Swijferland, are fallen off from their O-
bcdience to the Pope within thefe TwoHundred Years.

And thofe Kingdoms and States which yet continue

under the Yoke, are ready to fluke it off at every

Turn, when they are never fo little gaul'd and vex'd,

France, Spain, and Venict often huff* the Pope into Com-
pliance with their Demands. Nor dares he to refill,

but
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but winks and puts up all, like an old decrepit Fa-

ther, for whom his Sons are grown too ftrong.

Holy SucceJJbr of the Prophet and Mejfenger of God ;

thou art th' Infallible Interpreter of the Law, and Judge

of Equity, yet doll not arrogate a Pokier above thy

Commifpon. The Grand Signior honours thy Wifdom

and Sanclity ; and thou obey'ft with humble Submifii-

on to the Imperial Edids. He is thy Lord, and thou

his Guide and Tutor in the Way to Paradife. May God

increafe thy Illuminations with thy Years, and infpire

me and all the True Faithful with lincere Loyalty to

our Sovereign, and devout Obedience to thee, without

the leaft Allay of Treachery or Superltition.

Paris, zd of the 1 1 th Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER XVI.

1o Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at

Vienna.

NOW thou feeft I am a truer Prophet than

thy New MeJJias, that Impofor Sabbati Se>vi :

And yet, though I'm fo in effect, I do not afpire at

the Title. I claim no Character above that of a

Mortal, who has not quite forfeited his Senfe and
Reafon. However, if thou wilt yet retain fome

Veneration for his Perfon, Ihew it by imitating his

Example, and embrace the Mujfulman Faith as he
has done : At leaft he outwardly profefies it ; and had

the Honour to do fo firft in Prefence of the Sultan.

I know not whether thou haft heard of this or no :

Thy Brethren perhaps may be unwilling to difperfe

the News of a Converjion bringing fo much Infamy

to all your Race. 'Tis poflible they are afham'd to

own or publifti to the World, the Tidings of their

D 3 own
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own egregious Folly, in giving up their Faith to fuch

a Cheat as this j a Cheat as one would think grown
ftale and fetid enough, to make a Man that had the

fmallefl Grain of Senfe recoil, confidering how oft

your Fathers have been bubbled before by fuch upftart

Mtjjiass, fuch fpurious Prophets as this

I commend the Wit of Sahbati Semi, in that he
would not Hand the Brunt of the Grand Signiors Ar-
thers, or by a vain Prefumption hope for Miracles

from Heaven to flcreen his naked Body from a Shower
of fatal Shafts. Had he been fo rafh, I mould efteem

him the greateft Miracle of Stupidity that e'er was
extant on the Earth. If thou haft not been yet in-

formal of thefe Paflages, Fame will quickly bring

them to thy Ears, and then my Letter will not feem
obfcure. In the mean time, allure thyfelf, he deny'd
his Apoftlefiip to fave his Life, and this before the

GrandJSignior, with the chief Grandees of the Court :

where at the fame time he confeis'd One God, and
Mahomet his Meflenger. If thou art his Difciplt

therefore thou oughteft to be fledfaft, and tread in

his Steps, giving Glory to the Eternal One, who has

fent Prophets into all Nations, to lead Men in the right

Way, as he fent Mo/es to the Houfe of lfrael.

Nathan, fufFer no narrow Principles, no partial Pre-

jodices to Ihut up thy Soul from the bright Splendors

of Immortal Truth which fhine on every Man. The
Light of Heaven is not confin'd to one particular

Lineage. 'Tis copious, large, and infinite ; fpreading

abroad its Universal Rays, enlightning all the Families

and Nations on Earth.

'Tis true, I grant, the Omnipotent firft fent Mofet

with the Written Lanv to the Pofterity of J/aae . Had
they obey'd the Sacred Injiitution, 'tis poflible your

Race had now been blefs'd above the reft of Men.
Perhaps your Fathers would have ftretch'd their Con-

quejls far and wide to the utmoft Limbs of the Land ;

from India to the Wejiern Shores of A/rick, and from

the remote Borders of the South to Neva Zembla in

the Arftic Circle. Then devout Princes would have

travell'd
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travell'd from the Four Angles of the World, and made
long Pilgrimages to Jerufalem, there to perform their

Voivs, and offer Sacrifices to the King of Heaven.

But, alas ! your Ancejlors tum'd Infidels and Idolaters

even at the very Foot of Mount Sinai, whillt the

tremendous Echoes of the Thunders yet were in their

Ears. They made themfelves a Calf of Gold, and

ador'd the Idol of their own Workmanfhip. So did

their Children worQiip Adonis, Venus, Diana, and

almoft all the Rabble of the Gentile Gods and Goddejfes.

For which Reafon, the Wrath of Heaven was kind-

led againft that Generation : God ro.iz'd the mighty
Monarchsof the Eafi to take upArms, and punifli fuch

a Wicked Race of Men. How oft was fair Jerufalem

fack'd, and all the Jews deflroy'd or carried away
Captives by Perfians, Medes, AJfyrians, or the Kings of

Babylon ? How many Prophets were fent to tell them
of their Errors, and reclaim them ? But the obdurate

Sons of Jacob ftopp'd their Ears, being refolutely

bent on Wickednefs ; the Meafure of which being

once compleat, Fate fign'd the Edicl of your utter

Ruin. For then came Jefus the Son of Mary, the

True Mefjias, who foretold the irrecoverable Catafiro-

phe of Jerufalem, which came to pafs accordingly in

that very Age, when the Victorious Roman Army laid

it all in Ames, not fo much as fparing the Glorious

Temple of Solomon. Ever fince which, the Jews have
been difperfed abroad through all the Earth. Each
Nation, City, or Province where ye live, account ye
Execrable Fugitives and Vagabonds.

In the mean while the Fame of Jefus fpread abroad ;

his heavenly Doclrine, perfect Life, and mighty
Miracles, fubdu'd the Hearts of Men, Chriflianity

took Root i' th' World : It grew and branch'd itfelf

throughout the Continent. The Roman and the Gre-
cian Empires tamely fat down under the Church's

Shade within three Hundred Years ; and quickly
after, other Nations fled unto the facred Shelter. But
in Procefs of Time, this Religion alfo, like to your's,

D 4 degenerated.
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degenerated into Error, Superftition, and Idolatry.

.And then Godr&isa\ up Mahomet, our Holy Laiv giver.

He fent him down the Book of Glory by the Hand of

Gabriel; and commanded him to teach it to the Houfe

of Jfmael fir fl, and then to all Men that were willing

to embrace the Undefiled Faith : But to chaftife with

Fire and Sword the Infidels who mould oppofe his

Miffion, and refill the Truth.

How foon the Muffulman Lanv took place, and
gained Ground in Arabia, Perfia, Syria, and the ad-

jacent Regions of the Eafi ? Nothing was able to (land

before the Warlike Troops of True Believers. How
bold and matchlefs were the Actions of the Valiant

Hali? How wife the Connfels of Sage Omar, and

Jbu Bacre ? How eloquent and forcible the Words
of the Chafte and Generous Ofman ? The Prophet was
happy in the Company of all the Ifoly Caliphs : They
fought and conquered all before them.

Whenever the Heavenly Banner was difplay'd,

Trembling and Horror feiz'd the Infidels. Showers

of fuccefsful Arrows ft rait were fent, againft which
the Uncircumci/ed could not ftand j much lefs could

they fuflain the near Approach, and dreadful Shock
of our Invincible Cavalry. Their faint Batallions

quickly fhrunk, and polled from the Field ; whilft

ours, unmindful of the Spoil, purfued the Chace,

and ilrewed the Ground with flaughtered Carcafes of

flving Mifcreants. Conqueft attended the True Faith-

ful, whenever they drew their Swords. Thus for

above thefe Thouiand Years has Religion made its

fortunate Advances on the Earth : And if another

l.a<vj fhould be revealed, and fome new Prophet rife

to check the farther Growth of Muffulman Faith, and
undermine the Empire of the Faithful j we ought not

to reflect on Mahomet for this, as though he were an

Impious Seducer, any more than we do on Mofes for

your Calamities ; or on Jefus the Son of Mary, for

the declining State of Chrijlendom.

Tis
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'Tis not impoffible, but that the Omnipotent may-

have hidden Referves of Precepts, yet to be divulged.

He has had his various Methods and Difpenfations

in all Ages and Parts of the World : Neither is it fit

for Mortal Man to limit the Eternal One, or fet him
Rules. His Methods are to us incomprehenfible.

He fent Mofes, a Man bred up in all the Sciences

and Wifdom of the Egyptians. To Jefus he commit-

ted his hidden Power and Knowledge; and the A~

poftles fpake all Languages. But Mahomet could nei-

ther write nor read, and yet thou feeft his Law has

profelyted many mighty Kingdoms, States, and Em-
pires. Who knows, but that in future Times he will

convert the Apojlate World by fome Dumb Per/on,

who can neither hear nor fpeak ? Or by fome blind

Man, who could never fee ? Or it is not impofiible,

but that he may employ fome Maid of admirable

Beauty, Gilts, and Learning in the Msjlerious Work.
So were the Sibyls of old infpir'd with facred Wifdom
and Foreknowledge of Things to come. All fill'd

with inward Blafts of fome Immortal Wind, the preg-

nant Virgins focn conceiv'd deep Myfterics- of Fate-,

which they writ down on Leaves of Trees : For they

were Eremits, and Ten in Number, as Ancient

Records fay. One of them liv"d at Cuma in Italy,

where her Cave is fhewn to Travellers at this Day.
They foretold what fhould happen in After-times,

particularly the Birth of Jefus the Son of Mary

:

But they never faid a Word of Sabbati Se<vi, or of

any other Mejias, to come after the Firft. Thefe
Holy Maids were had in great Veneration by the Gen*

tiles, who gathered up the fcatter'd Leaves whereon
they writ their Prophecies, and tranferib'd them care-

fully on Paper, that fo the /acred Memoirs might be

deliver'd fafe down to Pojlerity.

By what I have faid, Nathan, thou may'fr. perceive

that I aim at nothing elfe, but to wean thee from the

fuperftitious, fond Conceit of your Nation, and to

make thee fenfible, That though Cod once favoured

the Jews with Oracles of Light and Reafon, yet they

D 5 have
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have for many Ages forfeited this Privilege. Since

which, he gave the Go/pel to Jefus the Son of Mary,

the Alcoran to Mahomet, and at all Times has fent

Meffengers and Prophets to every Nation and People

on Earth.

There are no partial Biaffes in the Divinity which
made the Worlds. He is an inexhauftible Abyfs of

Love, of Light, and Life ; where every Creature drinks

its Fill of Natural Happinefs, according to the different

Ranks, Capacities, and Defires of Things. Hevefs
the Sun with an Immortal Robe of Light, the Train of

which is born up by the Moon and Stars.

When Phoebus is upon the Wing by Day, his Gar-

ment covers all the Sly ; the Golden Fringes of it

dangle to the Globe, and trail along in the miry Soil,

yet never gather the had Speck of Dirt: They are

dipped and plunged in Rivers, Lakes, and Seas, with-

out being ivet : and yet they drink up all the Ocean

by fuctejfive Draughts. This lower World rejoices

in the glittering Shew ; the Elements with every

Being compounded of them, bajk in the welcome
Rays. So do the Planets above, who take a An-

gular Pleafure to fold fome Part of the Wujlrious

Drefs about them. They vorap themfelves half up
in borrowed Light, and then, like Wefiem Franks,

they foot it to and fro in their beoved Walks
above, giving the neceffary Salutes and Congers to

each other en Paffant, and to the Sedentary Signs

and fixed Stars, to fee if any of them mind their

Courtly Garb and Mien : For they are the Sun's Do-
mejlick Pages, the Favourites of his Serail. At other

Seafons they ftand (till, perhaps to gaze upon them-

felves, in Contemplation of the Majeftick Figure

they make.
So have I feen a proud conceited Spanifh Trum-

peter, after he had blown a Levet pretty well, lay

down the Silver Initrument with a difdainful Gra-
vity. His Cheeks ail fwoln with inclos'd Air, and
Soul puffed up with Arrogance, he ftruts and curls

bis black Mujlaihes. Then with big Looks, furveys

himfelf
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himfelf from Head to Foot ; calling an Eye of Scorn

upon the filent Tube, confcious that he alone can

make it found fo well.

Thou wilt fay, I wander in my Difcourfe as much
as thofe Heavenly Bodies I am fpeaking of 'Tis true,

Nathan, our Thoughts are free, and not confin'd to

Rules and Forms : We eafily flip from one Imaginati-

on to another- And fince I have made this Planetary

Digreffion, fuffer me now, like them, to run retro-

grade, and come to the Point from which I rov'd.

Doubtlefs, each individual Being is fill'd with its

EJentia/BYifs. The Fire has its Specifick Happinefs

;

fo has the Air, the Water, and the Earth, with all

the living Generations on it. And when the Moft
High diftributed the Sons of Human Race through all.

the various Climates, Zones, and Provinces, he fur-

nilhed every Region of the Globe with Gifts and
Produces, Riches and Delights, agreeable to the In-

habitants ; with this Provifo, that they fhould live in

Innocence, Juftice, and according to Reafon. From
which Eternal Law, if any People fwerv'd, they

Ihould forfeit their Privileges, and be fubdu'd, if not

extirpated, by fome more virtuous Nation.

From hence fprung all the Revolutions of Mighty
Kingdoms and Empires ; one fucceflively fupplanting

another to this Day. And the Sins of your Nation

being greater itfeems, than thofe of any other, God
has difperfs'd you over all the Earth, without fuffer-

ing you to inherit or poffefs a Foot of Ground.
If ever therefore Fate defigns to reftore the yews

again to the Holy Land, wherein their Fathers liv'd ;

never expett it, till your erroneous Minds and vicious

Manners are reform'd. For Pahjline was never feated

fo delicioufly for bloody Zealots, Hypocrites, and
cruel Ufurers to enjoy.

Paris, id of the nth Moon,

(f the Tear 1667.

D6 LETTER
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LETTER XVII.

To Dgnet Oglou.

DA R IA\ a Quean, a Jilt ; and I am once more
cur'd of my Dotage. There is no Truft in

Woman's Beauty, Faith, or Wit : They are deceit-

ful as the Fruit of Afpkaltites : They are perfect Riddles

and Paradoxes and have more unlucky Tricks than

crofs-grain'd Elves or Fairies. When a Man, over-

heated by his amorous Paflion, thinks to embrace a

Goddefs, he meets with Lxion's Fate, and only hugs a
gaudy Cloud or Meteor.

I will not make thee fick with a particular Re-
hearfal of my fecond Folly, in being fo fond of one

who hafd betray'd me formerly. I will not repeat

the vain Addrefies I made, the kind obliging Things
I fpoke, nor her deceitful Anfwers. I will not tell

thee how (he drili'd me on into her Snares, and led

me Captive in an amorous Circle. Content thyfelf

to know, that 1 have been Twice her Cully ; and if

ever I am the Third Time, 'twill be my own Fault,

as the Italian fays. No, my Dgnet, I have done
with that Fal/e Sex. Henceforth for ever I abjure all

amorous Regards of Woman, I will fhun them, as

I would a Peftilence. I will either fhut my Eyes, or

turn them another Way at lead, whenever I meet a

Female. I will not think of them, but with Difdain

and Hatred. Finally, I am off from them to all

Intents and Purpofes.

However, as the Arabian Proverb fays, That Wind
blowsfrom an unlucky Point of the Compajs, which wafts

no good to Somebody ; fo from Dana's falfe and feigned

Smiles, I reap fome Benefit. I have learn'd a Secret,

which has rid my Spirit of a Thoufand Cares, Dif-

quiets and Agonies.

In the Year 1664, of the Chrijlian Hegira, fent

a Letter
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a Letter to the noble Kerker Hajfan BaJJa, our Coun-

tryman ; wherein I inform'd him of an Aflaffin made
upon me in the dark, as I was going to my Lodg-
ings, and how I kill'd the Ruffian that attempted on
my Life. I told that generous Grandee all my Jea-

loufies and Conjectures on that Subjeft ; how I

fufpe&ed fome of my Enemies at the Porte to have

a Hand in the Defign ; or elfe that my Sicilian

Mafler was concern'd in it. I knew not well what
to conclude. But now I am fatisfied 'twas Dana's
Hufbaad, who refenting deeply my former Amour
with her, which (he difcovered to me at large, could

never be at reft till he faw Paris, where he defign'd

to be the Executioner of his own Revenge, and lay

in wait accordingly for my late returning home : For

he was not ignorant of my Lodging. His Wife
knew nothing of his Defign, he having pretended

other Bufinefs at the Cicy. And 'twas from acciden-

tal Words in her Difcourfe, that I collected this great

Secret. For when I afk'd her of her Hufband's

Health, (he told me, he was kill'd at fuch a Time
by Night, in an Alley of Paris, by whom (he never

yet could learn. But I (trait blufh'd with Confciouf-

nefs, and took the Hint. I dropp'd fome neceflary,

carelefs Queries by degrees : And all her Anfwers ftlll

confirm'a me, as to Time and Place, with other Cir-

cumftances, that he muft be the Man I murther'd in

my Defence fo long ago.

I kept this Secret lock'd up in my Bread ; nor could

my doting Fondnefs melt me into fuch a foft and eafy

Temper, as to betray myfelf to her. But I took inward
Pleafure at the Thoughts of my Deliverance from
that fudden violent Death, and from my After-Cares

and Fears by this Difcovery. Henceforward I'll fuf-

pe& no MuJJulman, tho' my Enemy : Nor (hall I be

fo fearful ot my Sicilian Mafler : No panick Terrors

fhall confine me to my Chamber, and make me fpend

my Days in fretting and confuming Melancholy. I will

not be furpriz'd when Strangers kpock at the Gate, or

when I hear the bluftring Voices of the Parifh Of-

ficers
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£cers below, or the Collectors of the King's Reve-

nues. Yet thefe before were dreadful as the Sultan's

jittefcheriff, or Fatal Warrant, when he demands a

ifo^Zi's.Head ; fo forcible is Jealoufy and fufpended

Thoughtfulnefs ; fo black the Influence even of mif-

grounded Apprehenfion, and miftaken Guilt.

My Dgnet, this mortal Life is a dark Labyrinth of

crofs Events. Bewilder'd Man gropes up and down ;

he often trips and ftumbles at Contingencies ; he

ilrays about in thorny rugged Paths, not knowing
where he is, or which way to turn himfelf. Some-
times an Ignis Fatuus, with its deceitful Light, mif-

guides him in miry Places, Fens, and Bogs, where
he is in danger of being fwallow'd up ; or leads hira

to the Brink of an high Precipice, where if he ad-

vance but one Step more, he is gone beyond Recovery ;

he falls and dafhes himfelf to pieces on under growing
Rocks.

Reafon is the only Clue that can conduft us fafe

through all the Windings of the perilous Maze.
Heaven grant that thou and I may never let go our

Hold of this fo neceflary Faculty, until he has con-

ducted us fafe to Paradife.

' Paris, \yh of the izth Moon,

of the Tear 1667.

LETTER XVIIL

To the Kaimacham.

LAST Year I gave thee an Account of the Birth of
a young Princefs of France. Now I fhall inform

thee, that (he was baptiz'd on the 21ft of this Moon.
Baptifm with the Nazarenes is equivalent to our Cir-

cumcifan ; nay, 'tis fomething more Divine, if we may
believe them : They call it the Sacrament of Initiation,

the Firji Myfery of Chrijiian Faith. But when 'tis ap-

ply'*
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ply'd to Children of Royal Extra&ion, the Sons or

Daughters of Kings, it looks more like a Ceremony of

State, than a Myjiery of Religion. However, be it

what it will, 'tis perform'd with abundance of Pomp
and Magnificence. And at this Ceremony it is that

every Cbrifiian receives his Name, which is given by
the Godfathers and Godmothers, that is, Perfons who
Hand Sureties for the Child's Education in the Chriftian

Religion. This Princefs was nam'd Maria There/a by
the Duchefs Dowager of Orleans, and by the Duke
of Enguien.

On the fame Day the Cardinal Duke of Vendofme had
Audience of the King and Queen, in Quality of Legate

de Latere from the Pope. It feems the King of France

had defired the Pope to ftand Godfather to the Dauphin,

which the good Prelate accepting, fent this Cardinal

as his Deputy and Reprefentati<ve to perform the Charge.

He is to give the Dauphin his Name In the mean
while, he ftands much upon Punctilio's, requires vaft

Refpects and Submiffions from the French Bifhops ; and
carries himfelf with as much State, as if he were a

God, or an Angel', looking as big, as if he were the

Emperor of the Univerje. And well he may, fince

during his Legation, he has as much Power as the Pope

himfelf; that sovereign Prelate having invefted him
with all his own Paternal full Authority ; which he

would make the World believe, is greater than that

of Earthly Kings and Emperors. And yet he ftiles

himfelf the Servant of the Servants of Go d . A fine

Piece of Ecclefiajlical Hypocrijy ! the Ways of thefe

Infidels are double. Their Practice runs counter to

their Profeflion : They would fain appear as Saints,

when in erieft they are little better than Devils.

There has been a great Alteration lately made in

Portugal, the EJlates of that Nation having compelled

their King to renounce his Government, and confer it

on Don Pedro his Brother. The Spaniard laughs at

this privately, hoping from their inteftine Animofities

to draw Occafions of advancing his own Intereit, and

of recovering that Crovjn again.

Accompli fh'd
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Accomplifh'd Minijler, there is nothing new under

the Moon j but a perpetual Circle of the fame Events.

What we admire in this Age as a Novelty, has been

acled o'er and o'er in former Times. Peace follows

War, and.War treads clofe upon the Heels of Peace.

Faith, Perfidy, Sedition, Obedience, Virtue, and Vice,

are the reciprocal Off-fpring of each other. There's

nothing fix'd or ftable ; but the World turns round

upon Eternal Viciflitudes.

Paris, the 30th of the \Jl Moon,

of the Year 1668.

LETTER XIX.

To Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefident

of the College of Sciences at Fez.

I
Received thy invaluable Difpatch, containing mar-

vellous Things, Revelations of a fublime Rank,
Myfteries heretofore undifcover'd : Yet I was not

much furpriz'd, having all along prefag'd fome vail

Improvement of Learning from thy accomplifh'd

Spirit, O thou Terrejlrial Star of the Firji Magnitude,

Chief in the Confiellations of the South.

Glory be to God, who from infinite Darknefs

ftarted the Eternal bright Ideas of the Univerfe : and
on the Womb of everlalling Silence, begat the WORD
by which he formed all Things. Doubtlefs, there

is no Blemifh in his Works ; no Botches, Knobs, or

difproportionable Unevenneffes : The World's a per-

fect Beauty.

Were Ptolemy alive, thy Syjlem of the Heavens
would put him to the Blufh : And Tycho Brahe would
fneak out of his Planetary Frame, by fome wild and
more than Eccentrick Motion, afliam'd that he had
been fuch a Botcher in AJlronomy. Copernicus hirofelf

would
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would fink under the Burthen of the Moon, which the

overloaded Earth would in revenge let fall upon him,

for his unnatural Cruelty to his aged Mother, in bur-

thening her fo long j and all the World would cele-

brate thy Praife, who haft thus happily refcu'd Heaven
and Earth from their Embarraflments.

Thy Thoughts are high and elevated to the Heaven
of Heavens 5 yet thy Humility ftoops to the Centre of

the Earth. But all Mankind would be obliged to thee

afrefli, if thou wouldft vouchfafe to take the middle

Path, and furvey with thy accuftomed Accuracy

the Surface of this Globe, whereon we Mortals

tread. Geography being already fenfible of her elder

Sifter's Happinefs in thy Correction and Amend-
ments of the former Afironomick Schemes, languifhes

alfo for thy Supervifal of her own Defects and Ble-

mi flies.

Thofe that have meafured the Earth, cannot agree

in ftating her Circumference : And there were few
in former Times who did believe the Antipodes. The
Mnjfulmans of India do aflert, that the Earth is fap-

ported by eight mighty Elephants : And thofe of

Turfy fay, it refts upon the Horns of a great Bull. If

either of thefe Opinions were to be taken in the Literal

Senfe, it would put the dulleft Philofopher to Sub/anna-

tion, or at leaft a Fit of Laughter. But doubtlefs

they are Allegories, under which are veil'd fome true

and natural Secrets.

However, let the Globe reft where it will, on Bulls,

or Bears, or Elephants, or Camels, Dromedaries, Hor/es,.

or the Back of Atlas, as the Gentiles did affirm ; I

would fain know, methinks, how large a Space of

Land we have to tread upon, and what Proportion is

allotted to the Sea.

'Tis true, we have a common Notion of Four Quar-
ters of dry Land ; Afia, Africk, Europe, and America.

Yet this is quarrelPd at by thofe of later Times, who
add a Fifth, which they call Magellanica, or the South-

ern unknovon Earth. From immemorial Times, our

Fathers were acquainted with the Tl>ree Firft Divifion*

or
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or Precin&s of the Globe : But the two laft were but

of late difcover'd, fince the Improvement of Navi-
gation, and the Invention of the Compa/s.

There is a vulgar Tradition, every where in Vogue,
that after Noah's Flood, Afia fell to the Share of Sem
and his Pofterity, Africk to Cham, and Europe to Ja-
phtt. Whether this be true or no, cannot be prov'd,

but is wholly owing to Conjecture. However, this

is certain, that if it were fo, there have been mighty
Changes in the Inheritances of Noah's Offfpring, and
Alterations of their feveral Limits : Infomuch, as now
they feem to be in part blended and mix'd together,

or at leaft muffled from one to another.

Thofe who liv'd in the Middle Ages, made but Two
Divifions of the Giobe, viz. Afia and Europe, And in

this they alfo differ'd : For fome made Africk only a

Province, or Part of the latter, perfuading themfelves

that they were antiently joined together, tho' after-

wards feparated by a violent Irruption of the Atlantick

Sea by the Sfreights of Gibraltar, which before was a

narrow Ifthmus, or Neck of Land ; but from the

Time that Bank was wafhed away, the Mediterranean

Sea derived its Origin. Others made Africk a Part of

Afia, they being not abfolutely parted by any Sea ;

tho' fome Egyptian Kings and Roman Emperors attempt-

ed to make a Canal between the Mediterranean and
Red Sea.

A third Sort divided the known Part of the World
into Afia, Europe, A/rick, and Egypt : Whilft a

fourth plac'd Egypt to the Account of Afia, making
the River Nile the Boundary between it and Africk.

But this was incommodious, in regard it left that

Part of Egypt on the Weft of Nile to Africk. Such was
the Confufion of the ancient Greek and Roman Geo-

graphers.

As for America, it takes its Name from Americus

Vefputius a Florentine, who made the fecond Voyage
to difcover it. For it was firft defcry'd by Chriflopher

Columbus, a Genoefe, in the Year of the Chriflian Hi-
gira 1 442, by the Order and at the Charge of Ferdi-

nand,
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nand, King of Arragon and Cafiile. This .Par/ of the

World is divided into two mighty Empires ; the North-

era, or that of Mexico ; and the Southern, or that of

Magellanica, or the Southern Unknown Land, de-

rives its Name from Ferdinand Magellan, the firft

that e'er difcover'd it; in the Year 1520, when he

fail'd quite round the Globe. About Five and forty

Years afterwards, Francis Drake, an Englijhman,

touch'd upon the fame Coalls ; and twelve Years

after him, Thomas Candijh, one of his Countrymen.
Likewife Oliver van Noord, a Hollander, undertook

the fame Voyage. But none made fuch Advances in

this new Difcovery, as a certain Spaniard, cali'd

Ferdinand de Quier.

God knows, what ftrange and unexpected No-
velties this Country might afford, if Men were once

acquainted with ir. Ti is may be the Sanctuary of the

Ten Tribes of Ifraelitet, which were led away Captives

by Salmanajfer King of AJTyria : Or perhaps the In-

habitants of this Country are of another Race than

that of Noah and Adam. We may from them, 'tis

poflible, derive new Lights, as to the Pre exiftence

of human Souls. Who knows, but they have Records

more exact and antier.t than the Indians and Chinefe $*

Be it how it will, I'm clear for new Difcoveries.

There is a certain fpecifick Boldnefs in my Spirit,

which prompts me to invade the pretended Modefty
of Nature: I long to furl the Veil, which hides fo

many Secrets ; and with a Philofophick Confidence,

were" I in Power, I'd rumple up the envious Cover-
ings of fuch defir^ble Wonders.
Oh ! that fome God-Hie Monarch in this Age would

in Royal Bounty equip a Navy, and man them with the

moll expert and refolute Mariners on Earth, with Vef-
fels to tranfport an Army of Land-Soldiers, with Ten-
ders to carry Meat, Drink, Apparel, and other Necef-

faries for fo vaft an Expedition. Surely, the Event
would anfwer Expectation, the Gains would far tran-

fcend the Coll, the Honour infinitely furpafs the

Peril
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Peril ; and all our known familiar World would be

obligM by fuch a fortunate Undertaking.

Sage Omar, it depends on thee to bring this Thing
to pafs. Start but the Propofai to fome mighty Sove-

reign, thy Recommendation will be of Force. Thou
wilt be more than a Columbus, Magellan, or Pixarta.

In fine, thou wilt wind up the Searches of this in-

quifitive Age, and put a Stop to future Scrutinies.

I only hint the Thing ; do thou purfue it, and all

Generations fhall celebrate thy fame. God infpire

thee with frefh Ardors.

Paris, ytb of the id Moon,

of the Tear 1668.

LETTER XX.

To Ofman Adrooneth, Aftrologer to

the Sultan at Adrianople.

OL D Ptolemy was much out of his Biafs ; his

wild irregular Fancy, drunk with the Lees of

AriJiotWs dark Opinion and Conceit, ftumbled and fell

afleep upon the Thought of the Eartb\ being Centre

to the Unwerfe, and then the reft of the World
feem'd to run round his giddy Head. He often ftrove

to lift his heavy Noddle up, to fee whether it were

fo or not. But the befotting Load of Prepoffeffion

weigh'd him down again : He flumber'd, dream'd,

and fnored loud, ftretch'd out at large upon the fair

Cbimara.
The ftudious Candidates of Truth and Science, by

his Example fell to the fame Riot in Pbilo/ophy, and
continued the Debauch for many Ages : Till, too

much furfeited and cloy'd with fuch a fulfome Enter-

tainment, bold Tycbo Brabe rubs up his Eyes, and

wakes the Company with a new Syfteraof the mighty
Frame.
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Frame. Then all began to ftart and rouze, as at fome
Prodigy. His heavenly Gimcracks pleafed the Palate

of the Age. His Epicycles, Eccentricks, Perig&'s, and
Apogees, with all the reft of his gay Whim-whams,
were receiv'd with general Applaufe, till the more ex-

cellent Copernicus appear'd with fomething newer ftill:

And then the blundering Dane, abafh'd, flipp'd off the

Stage, without fo much as taking his Leave.

The Aftronomers foon fell in Love, and paid im-
plicit Adoration to the Idol which Copernicus fet up ;

and it was but Reafon, fince they had never feen a

fairer or a jufter Scheme of the World before.

Yet every Age improves itfelf in Knowledge on the

Ruins of the former. And thus what Ptolemy never

found out, nor Tycho Brahe or Copernicus could mend
or match, if now they were alive ; is very lately dif-

covered by the incomparable Abdel Melee Mali Omar,
Prefident of the College of Sciences at Fez.

The happy Mu/a Ab"ul Tatujian, Profeffbr of Phi-

lofopky there, firft ftarted the Propofal of a Mathema-
tical Experiment : And laying Heads together, the

Primate of Morofco Doctors, Fathers of the African

Alfaqui's living, found a true Demonfration in it.

I have lately receiv'd a Difpatcb from that re-

nown'd Prelate, with an inclofed Model of this Pla-

netary Machine : A copy of which I fend thee, drawn
by my own Hand. It reprefents the Original to a

Point. Examine it well, and thou wilt find 'ti< much
more regular and exact, than any of thofe antiquated

Schemes ; and anfwers all the Queftions of Afironomy

without the leaft apparent Blunder. Befides, it has a

perfect Symmetry, and Proportion in every Part : It

makes the World appear a compleat Beauty. Whereas
the Frame which Tycho Brahe made, was all deform'd
with wild UnevennefTes. Nor was the Syflem of Co-

pernicus without a manifeft Botch, in making the fmall

Orb of the Moon alone interfere with that of the

Earth : Whilft all the other Planets circulate in their

own entire and folitary Spheres, without an Interloper

to difturb them.

Befides,
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Befides, he makes the Earth an Alias to the Moon,

whilrt this poor weary Globe, is forc'd, in his Opinion,

to drudge yearly round the Zodiack, with the vail

Burthen of Diana on its Shoulders.

If it be fo, 'tis no wonder that the Earth fo often

faints and trembles under the mighty Load. Hence-
forth we need not lay the Blame of Earthquakes to

Enceladus ; as if the drowzy, fnoring Giant, turning

his monftrous bulky Corps from one lide to the other,

were the fole Caufe of thefe Convuliions : When Mor-
tals reel and ftagger, as they walk upon the Surface ;

when Trees and Mountains rock as in a Cradle, and
whole Cities are fometimes fwallow'd up.

No ; let poor Enceladus fleep on, and take what
Reft he can in his Infernal Prifon. There was no
Danger of his ever ftirring again, after he had been

once thoroughly fouc'd in Lethe's All-benumbing

Streams^ Copernicus is only in the Fault: When-
ever we feel thefe fatal Heavings of the Globe, 'twas

too unmerciful a Tafk he impos'd upon it, efpecially

in its Old Age.
It would have grumbled in its early Day and fturdy

Youth, had it been thus feverely us'd by Orpheus,

Homer, tiermes Trifmegiflus, or any other of the Pri-

mitive Sages. But now to be thus roughly handled

by an upftart Infidel in its declining Years, when
three Parts of its Marrow are decay 'd, and its once

potent Nerves and Sinews are Ihrunk, its Liver

wafted, and every Vital winding away, almoft broke
its Heart.

Therefore thefe African Sages, in Duty to their

aged Mother the Earth, have found a Way to free

her from the Burthen of the Moon in her decrepit

State ; and yet to make the Sun the Centre of the

World; adjufting at the fame time, with accurate

Laws, and an unblemifh'd Order, the Motions, Sta-

tions, and various Poflures of the Planets.

This happy Revelation in AJironomy it not to be
divulg'd in publick Writings, left fome inquifitive

curious Traveller, ambitious Nazarene, or envious

7<™,
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Jew, fhould chance to light upon the facred Scheme,

and boaft himfelf the Inventor of it.

Let it be only communicated to Learned, Faithful

Muffulmans of the Firft Rank : For fuch Celeftial

Myfteries ought not to be proitituted to the Vulgar.

Tell not the little Jafmir Sgire Rugial of it : For, if

thou doft, all the Frank Merchants at Aleppo foon

fhall be made privy to the matchlefs Secret. Be it a

perpetual Arcanum in the Breads of fublime Men,
exalted Souls, Friends of God, and little lefs than

Prophets. And be it, till all the Sages of the Eaji

and South are firft made fenfible of it, and able to de-

fend it againft the vain Attempts of the Uncircumcisd

Nation. Then let it be promulged in Allah's Name
throughout the Globe, to the Eternal Honour of God,
and Glory of his Prophet, who could neither write

nor read, yet has Difciples, to whom alone the

pureft Reformation of the Univerfe is owing.

Do but furvey with an indifferent Look, the laft

and lovelieft Portraiture of the World that ever

was made by Man. Fix thine admiring Eyes on
the Magnifkk Seat and Palace of the Sun. Confi-

der at the fame time the true and equal Forms,

Dimenfions, Diftances, and mutual' Interferons

of the ambient Orbs, without the fmalleft Blur or

Blot in all the Eternal Frame. Then tell me thy

Opinion, whether thou canft not calculate Nativi-

ties, erect all Manner of Schemes, make Almanacks,

tell credulous Men their future Fortunes, appoint

the Eclipfes of the Sun and Moon, fet Venus and Mer-
cury together by the Ears, to ftir up furious Mars
to make a Hurly-burly in the Heavens and Elements ;

or, if thou canft not wheedle the fowre Curmudgeon
Saturn, into a foft obliging Humour ; or fret the

noble Jupiter to Madnefs, by a damn'd Conjunction

with his mortal Enemy ; and a thoufand more Ajlro-

logical Enterprizes. Tell me, I fay, whether thou
canft not perform all this and more, as well by the

incles'd Effigies of the World, as by the old Thread-
bare, Weather-beaten, Worm-eaten Italian Clock-

work
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work of Ptolemy ; or the later Inventions of Tjcbo

Brahi and Copernicus.

It will now no longer be a Secret, how thofe

Birds difpofe themfelves, which at a certain Time
of the Year are feen to gather in mighty Troops,

and fly directly upward out of human Sight ; not one

of the whole Species being left behind, or found on

any Part of the Earth, until the Moon has roll'd full

fix Times round the Zodiack : When they return

again in equal Companies into this Globe, each Species

to his native Region. For the intelligent Fcnvls exactly

know the Hour in which .the Earth does in its yearly

Circulation interfeft the neighbouring Orb of the

Moon, and then they fnatch the Opportunity to quit

the attractive Atmofphere, and take the Air of that

adjacent Planet.

I have a great deal more to fay on this Subject,

which. I will referve for another Letter. In the

mean time, thou venerable Star-gazer, adieu, and

remember to be private.

Paris, jtb of the ^i Moon,

of the Year 1668.

LETTER XXI.

T'o the Venerable Mufti, Principal Sup-

port of Learning and true Science.

THE Orders of thy Sanclity came like a Meflage
from Heaven, furprizing me at once with equal

Pleafure and Allonifhment. Every Line increafed my
Rapture. And now I thought I had no more to wifh

for in the World, fince the Great Patriarch of the

Faithful has condefcended to embrace the Advice of

fo mean a Slave as Mahmut. It has been my paflio-

nate Deiire to fee Knowledge flouriili in the Re-

nowned
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nown'd Ottoman Empire, that the Infidels may no
longer reproach us with Ignorance and Barbarifm.

This was the Reafon that I lo often importuned thy

Predecejfor to encourage the Tranflation of Hifiories

into the Turki/b Language. Now thou art pleafed to

begin this glorious Work, and to honour me, by
requiring my Inllrucuons in the Management of it.

Nay, thou hall commanded ma to lay the Foundation'

of lb illuitrious an Enterprize, in. prefenting thee 3
Pattern or Model of this great Work, containing an
Hijiorical Epitome of the Four Great Monarchies, with

a brief Series of the moil remarkable and famous.

Tranflations, Changes, and other Events in the

World, with Reference to the Nation and Age
wherein they happened.

As to the Advice thou demanded of me, I think it

would be for the Honour and Benefit of the Mujful-

mans, that a compleat Hiftary of the World mould bs

collected out of the moft antient and fincere Writers,,

and digefted into Annals, from the very Beginning

of Time, down to the Reign of our prefent Emte~
ror, the Augult Sovereign of the whole Earth : That
fo whatfoever has been done on Earth worthy of

Memory, may be rank'd in its proper Time and
Place ; and we may not grope any longer in the dark,

when we would know in what Year or Age any Fa-
mous Warrior or Monarch lived or died j or when
any renowned City was built, befieg'd, taken, and
deitroy'd, and by whom all thefe Things were done

:

With many other ufeful Mmdrs, in which the Ot-
tomans are now wanting.

In the Beginning of this Work, it will be aWblutely •

neceflary to have recourfe to the Chronicles of the

dians, Perfians, and Egyptians, and to the Writings of
Orpheus, Homer, Thales, Zeno, and others of Gn
Phoenicia, and Thrace. For tho' the Nazarenes of the

Weft defpile the- Authority of thefe Authors, and ca-

lumniate all for Fables and Romances which was dc-_

liver'd before the rirft Olympiad; yet the more im-
partial Inhabitants oi ', whether or

E Mi'/Fulmans
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Muffiilmam rejett nothing which has the undoubted

Stamp of Antiquity ; but rather feek to unriddle the

jnyfterious Expreffions of the Poets and Pbilofophers,

who ftrove induftrioufly to cover all their Know-
ledge and Traditions under dark ^Enigma's, Figures,

Parables, that fo the Divine Secrets of Antiquity

might not be prophaned by the rude and unpolilhed

Vulgar.

It was ever the Maxim of fome antient Sages and
Politicians, thus to keep the People in Ignorance of

paft Times ; the better to allure their Dominion and
Authority over them. They only reveal'd what was

obvious to every Man's Senfe, the manifeft and vifible

Influences of- the Heavenly Bodies of the Sun, Moon,,
and Stars, the Natures of Plants and Animals, with

whatsoever elfe was liable to any Man's Eye and Ap-
prehenfion. But as to the more abftrufe and lefs

confpicuous Works of Nature, they were like the

Secrets of State kept under a Veil.

Yet there wanted not Men of Wifdom in other

Tarts of the World, who ftrove to unfold all Things,

and render Mankind familiar with whatfoever fell

under human Intellects. Among thefe, the Indians

and Chir.efes deferve the firft Place, who were never

covetous of the Gifts of Nature, but fought to im-

prove all thofe of their Nations in the Knowledge
of the Arts and Sciences, and efpecially in the Syjiem

of antient Hijlory. Thefe People fhut up themielves

from the reft of the World for many Ages, fearing

left Commerce might corrupt the Simplicity of their

Primitive Laws and Inftitutions. Only Alexander the

Great, and before him, Semiramis Queen of the Af-

jyrians, had ever Accefs to the Indies in old Time.

And China was never open till of late, when their

too potent Neighbours the Tartars broke through

their famous Wall, and fubdued the whole Empire:

And their Bufmefs was not with Books but with

Men.
For thefe Reafons we may not wonder, that the

Indian Braebman*, and the Bonzih of China, deliver an

Account
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Account of the Origin of the World, and the next

fucceeding Ages, fo far beyond the Epochal of all other

Hijiorians, efpecially thefe in the Weft.

For Events of later Date, the Compilers of this Work
may make ufe of fuch Hijiorians as have written the

Annals of feveral Nations fince the firft Olympiad.

If thou know'it not what an Olympiad means, 'tis

the Form of Computation us'd in the antient Grecian

Hegira, every Olympiad containing Four Years. And
the Firft of thefe Olympiads began in the Year of the

World 3228. At which time Cborebus of Elis fignaliz'd

himfelf, by winning the firft Race that ever was run
at the Olympick Games. Thefe Games were celebrated

every Olympiad; and all the Youth of Greece flock'd to

them, to try their Skill in Running, Wreftling, and
other Manly Exercifes.

About this Time Hijiorians began to write par-

tially, and the Truth could hardly be difcem'd from
the Fabulous Errors with which it was adulterated.

Yet this rather proceeds from a National Emulation,

than from a Defign to corrupt the Antient Belief.

However, thou mayeft give Credit to Thucydides,

who in the 86th Olympiad began to write his Hiftory

of the War in Peloponnefus, ber\veen the Lacedemo-
nians and thofe of Athens ; which War continued

One and twenty Years, as that Author teftifies,

who wrote the Annals of it from the Beginning to

the End. And among other remarkable Paftages,

which he is very exact in recounting, he mentions 3
famous Eclipfe of the Sun, that happen'd in the firft

Year of that War ; and was fo great, that the Stars

appeared at Noon- Day in the Sky. Plutarch alfo

fpeaks of this Eclipfe, telling us, that Pericles,

Prince of the Athenians,, being at Sea when xhe
Sun was thus darken'd, and perceiving the Majler
of the Vejftl in a great Fright, as at fome Prodigy,
he threw his Cloak over the Man's Face, and
afk'd him, If he ivas afraid of that, or look"d upon it

its a bad Omen? And when the Mafter anfwer'd,

No: Pericles reply 'd, What Difference is there between

E 2 thtf
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this Eclipfe of the Sun, and that, Jince both are caused

by the Interpojition of a Veil between the Sun and thine

Eyes ; only that Veil is larger than my Cloak, it being

the Moon which comers that Glorious Lamp from our

Sight ?

Much about the fame time liv'd one Herodotus and
Hellanicus, two Famous Hifiorians, Men of Integrity

and Credit ; and Hippocrates, the Renown'd Phyfician

of Athens. Thcfe are worthy to be tranflated into

the Turkijh Language ; as are alio Xenophon and Poly-

bius, who wrote after them. They all, except the

laft liv'd in the Time of the Per/tan Monarchy, and
therefore are mod likely to deliver down a true Ac-
count of the memorable Events that happened during

that formidable Empire.

As for the Macedonian Monarchy, the mod Emi-
nent Writers were Curtius, Arrianus, and Diodorus

Siculus ; but this laft is frequently miitaken in his

Chronology, and therefore ought to be corrected by
the others. Plutarch alfo muft be confulted, and

Jofepbus the Jew, with Strabo, Appian, Livy, Jufiin,

and Paufanias. For they either ferve to illuftrate

one another, where they treat of the fame Matters ;

or elfe the one carries on the Thread of Hifiory

where the other left off. And, therefore, thou

needeft not wonder that I name fo many Authors,

fince they are worthy of Credit, and absolutely

neceflary to the compleating an entire Hifiory of

the World', whereas there are a Rabble of other

Writers, who are fcarce worth the naming ; much
lefs their Authority to be trufted to, in compiling

an Univerfal Hifiory, which is to give a new Luftre

to the Ottoman Empire, and raife its Gedit in the

Learned World.
As for the Roman Empire, it will be necefiary to

make ufe of Jofephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Philo, Xi-

pbilinus, Zor.oras, Ammianus Marcellinus, Velleius

Paterculus, Seneca, Elorus, Lizy, and Suidas.

Thefe will be fufficient Materials with which the

Yratflators, Scribes, and Compilers may accomplifh the

Illultrious
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Illuftrious Undertaking ; the Encouragement whereof

I again earneftly recommend to thy Liberality and
Munificence.

What concerns the Injundlion thou haft laid on me,
to draw a Pattern or Model of this great Work, in

prefenting thee with a brief Abftraft of the Rife and
Fall of the Four Monarchies, with fuch memorable
Events as will be proper to direfl the Undertakers in

the Method of digefting this Univerfal Hijlory ; I will

referve it for another Letter, not having thofe Bockt

by me which are requifite to aflilt.me in this A
In the mean time, I pray Heaven profper this noble

Enterprize, and grant that thou mayeft live the Space
of many Olympiads, to fee the Effett of thy Bounty ;

when this Univerfal Hijlory being finiflied, (hall in-

ftrudt the Muffulmans, and defeat the Calumnies of

the Uncircumcis'd.

Paris, id of the $th Moon,

cf the Year 1668.

^END of the Firft Book,

LETTERS
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LETTER I.

To Mehemet, an Exil'd Eunuch, at

Alcair in Egypt.

H Y Sufferings pierce my Heart ; I owe
thee Pity on the Score of human Na-
ture ; and more Companion as thou

art a Mujfulman : But where's the

Tongue or Pen that can defence the

Sympathy of Friends ; Can'il thou in

a defponding Manner call thyfelf upon thy Bed, there

to exhale, in melancholy Sighs, that pungent Sorrow,

which can find no other Vent, unlefs thofe Vapours

of the Spleen condenfe to Showers of Tears ? Canft

tho*u do this, and I remain infenfible all the

while ? No f I'm a perfeel Eccho to thy faddeft

Groans. And when thou weepeft, my Heart is not a

Stone, that fpattejs back again the Drops that fall on

it;
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it ; but 'tis like Clay, that foftens with the gentle,

foleran Diftillation. Believe that I fweat Blood, when
thou diffolv'ft in Tears. I am not capable of Mode-
ration toward my Friend. My Love, my Joy, my
Grief and Anger are all exceffive, when fuch a one

as thou occauon'ft them. 'Tis equal Pleafure to live

or die in this magnetick Point : For Souls of Friends

are perfect Unifons. Then, if thou haft a Spark of

Love for Makmut, do not kill me with thy fad Com-
plaints. For whilft I hear that thou art thus aban-

don'd to Misfortune and Defpair, how can I live,

without perpetual Deaths, more terrible than what we
all milt undergo by the Courl'e of Nature ? Doft thou

delight to make a conftant Martyr of me ?

Thou art bred a Courtier, and fo was I : Our In-

fant-Blood was feafon'd with the Grand Signior's

Bread and Salt ; we equally imbib'd the Manners, Ha-
bits, Cuftoms, Maxims, and the Pride of the Serail,

with the Pillow, the Milk, Sorbets, and other Nou-
rifliraent of our early Years. Since which, we have

feen the various Revolutions of mighty Kingdoms,

Sta/n, and Empires. We have beheld the invincible

Emperor of China fall a ViSlim to the Perfidy of his

Slaves, and to the more propitious Fortune of the

Tartars. After another Manner was the Glory of
the Britijb Monarchy eclipfed. But no Foreign Story

can match the barbarous Maflacres of our Majeftick

Sultans, Muftapba, O/man, and Ibrahim, all within

our Memory.
Oh ! Mehemet, we have liv'd too long after thefe

Spoils of RcyaJ Blood. How can we repine at our
own private LofTes«nd AfHiftions, whilft we do but

ftp the flat infipid Relifts of thofe tragical, fprightly

Potions, brew'd for all the Palates of the greateit

Princes. Henceforth let us live, as if we were among
the Dead. L»t us hear, and fee, feel, tafte, and fmell

thefe outward Objefts en pajfant, without being fen-

fible what we do or fufier. Let us anticipate, by a
wife Prevention, the laft Stroke of Death, by dying
every Moment. •

E 4 CO
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Go to the Pyramids, my Mehemet, or would to God
I could go thither for thee ; there to contemplate the

Fate of human Glory, the Mock Grandeur of this

World. Confider all the Race of the Egyptian Kings,

who built thefe coftly and magnificent Structures, or

their Fathers for them : Who fill'd the hollow Piles

with Silver, Gold, and precious Stones, whilft, with

their Magick Laws, they lifted Legions of Spirits,

dwelling in the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, obliging

them to guard the wealthy Sepulchres : And tell me
then, what thou can ft find in thofe fuperannuated

Vaults ? Nothing but Stench and Darknefs. Old
Time has filch'd away the Slighter Glories of the

Place ; and his younger Brother Avarice has plunder'd

all the reft, which was the more fubftantial Part.

He could have done no lefs in common good Manners,

than take the Leavings of the Heir, the Elder of the

two. The great ^Al-maimun thought to have the

Gleanings of their Harveft ; but he found the Gain
would never exceed the Coft.

But what's become of all the Founders of thefe

aftonifhing Fabricks ? Look in the Tomb of Cheops,

who is fuppofed to build the greateft of the Pyramids ;

and thou wilt find not the leaft Relift of his Afhes :

Or if thou fhouldft, 'twill be impoflible to diftinguifh,

them from the common Duft of other Mortals, tho'

his meaneil Slaves : So mutable is human Glory j fo

inconftant all the Smiles of Fortune.

Do but refleft on all the Glorious Conquefts of

Alexander the Great, and on the Triumphant Entry

he made in Babylon, when the Chariot which carry'd

him, was an Epitome of all the Riches which the Indies

cou'd afford ; and yet that Chariot which he eiteem'd

but one Degree before his Hearfe, which in a very iew
Days, with an Obfcurity beneath the Merits of fo great

a ViElor, convey'dhim to his Grave.

Confider Cafar, who after four and twenty Battels,

wherein he always got the Day, was drawn in a

Triumphant Chariot to the Capitol by forty Ele-

phants ; yet now his Name is hardly thought of.

So
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So Epamhiondas thought to out-vye the World in

his magnificent Infalts j yet all this glorious Pagean-

try ended in Duft and Afhes. Aurelian led the Graces

Captive with Zenobia : yet he himfelf at laft became

the Prifoner of Death. The pompous Galley of Cleo-

patra, when fhe celebrated the Sicilian Triumph,
ferv'd but to mend the Poop of Charon's Boat, when
fhe was to be ferry'd to Elizium. So the proud Se~

foftris, whofe Coach was drawn by Four vanquifh'd

Kings, at laft was fain to owe his uncouth Funeral to

Four fordid Slaves, who Hole his naked Corpfe away
from the defigned Revenge of factious Eunuchs, and

bury'd it in a Heap of Camel's Dung.
But where is the Pen or Pencil, that will to the

Life defcribe the unmatch'd Cavalcade of Pomfey,

when by a profperous Chemifiry he had extracted all

the richeft Spirits and Effences of Eaftern Wealth, to

grace his Entry into Rome ?
The Front of the Proceffion dazzled every Eye, with

the flrange Luflre of Diamonds and Carbuncles mix'd

in chequer-wife : an Oriental Figure, or rather the

Subflance of all Afia in Epitome. Then follow'd the

Image of the Crefcent Moon in mafly Gold, with a

Train of Mountains of the fame Metal, whereon
were Woods of Jet, Vines whofe Grapes were entire

Sapphires, and Animals all of Porphyry, grazing on
Fields of verdant Amethyfts.

To fandify this glorious Shew, the Golden Images
of 'Jupiter, Mars, and Pallas, came next in fight,

with thirty Crowns of Gold, born up by the Chief
Captains of his Army, as if fo many Kingdoms were
defign'd for their Rev. ards. And becaufe Gods and
Qoidejfts fhould not want a Temple, Five hundred
Slaves bore up a Fane, built all of mafly Silver,

warned with Gold. And at the Back of this appear-
ed the Statue of the Conqueror, on which no Eye

J fix, being crufled over with Hyacinths and
Pearls.

Behold, my Mebemtt, an Exuberance of h>:man
Glory : Yet wonder not to fee a Man come rferall

;

E c a Mortal
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a Mortal Man, I fay, made radiant as the Sun with
borrow'd Jewels. And to compleat this fading Tri-

umph, read thefe Letters, all pure Jafpers on his

Chariot- Wheels ; Armenia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia,

Media, Colchis, Syria, Cilicia, Mefopotamia, Phoenicia^

Palejline, India, and the Dtfarts of Arabia. All thefe

were the Conquefts of this Triumphant Warrior, and
yet his Defliny infulted over him. Poor Pompey, thou

art gone, and all thy mighty Territories in the Eaft

are now poffefled by Sultan Mahomet, our gloricus

Sovereign.

And what need thee and I repine, after we have

feen all this ? Let Afdrubal aftonim Carthage with

the Glory of Four Publick Triumphs : Yet that

Theatre of his Honour quickly proves the Stage

whereon he was degraded, ftrip'd ftark naked, and
in Triumph led away by Death. So Marius, after

he had been exalted to the Top of human Felicity

on Earth,, was feen all naked, lying in a Sinking

Ditch.

What is become of Nero's Silver Gallery in the Ca-
pitol ? Or the pendant Gardens of Semiramis, which
coll no lefs than twenty Millions of Gold ? Where is

now the glittering Hall of Atabalipa, King of Peru,

whofe Pavement was of Sapphires ? Or the Gardens

of Cyrus, fenced rcund with Pales of Gold ? Or
Ca/ars Fountains garnilh'd with Dryads of the fame

Metal ? Where is the Ivory Palace of Menelaus, or

the Cryftal Louvre of Drufus ? All thefe Things are

vanilh'd with their Founders.

How wife and happy then was Saladine, the great

and mod invincible Conqueror of AJia, who triumph'd

; himfelf j and in his victorious Return, caufed a

Shirt to be carried before him on the Point of a Spear,

with this Proclamation ; That after all his Glories, he

/haulJ tarry nothing to the Grave but that poor Shirt ? So
Adrian, a Roman Emperor, to qualify the exceffive Joys

of his high Fortune, celebrated his own Funeral and

caus
r
d his Coffin to be born before him, when he was

to make a pubSick Cavalcade through Rome. This wa3

a Sacred
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a Sacred Triumph, an Heroick Infult over him/elf

and Death.

Let thoa and I, my Friend, imitate thefe fage Ex-

amples, and ever have the Image of Death before our

Eyes. Then we lhall never mourn for the vain Trifles

we have left, or covet what we never enjoy'd : But

being ever content with what our Deftiny allots us,

lhall pafs our Time away in a Divine Tranquillity.

Mebemet, thou'lt find this to be a profitable and
true Experiment. Try it, and the Iflue will convincOr

thee more than a thoufand Counfellors.

Paris, \zth of the $th Moon,

of the Tear 1668.

LETTER II.

To Mohammed, the IHuftrious Eremit

of Mount Uriel in Arabia the Happy.

I
Lodge in a Houfe near the Wall of Paris, which
gives me a daily Opportunity of furveying out of

my Window the adjacent Fields : Thefe extend them-
felves in a Plain for the Space of a League, or there-

abouts ; and then the Eye is arrefted by a long Ridge
of rifing Ground, a Row of Hills, or Hillocks, not

meriting the lofty Name of Mountains, yet high
enough to put a Valley out of fhape, and make the

Horizon crump back'd.

TheCe Hills are cov«r'd thick with Woods and
Groves ; among whofe verdant, Ihady Tops, fome
ilatel) Palaces liit up their glittering Crefts, and make
a fociable pleafant Figure in thofe Solitudes.

This Profpeft reprefents fo much to the Life the

Valley of Admoitn in Arabia, the Place of my Nativity,

that 1 could es well grafp Coals of Fire with naked
Hands, and not be hurnt, as caft. my Eye out of my
Window on this lovely Landfkip, and not be inflam'd

E 6 with
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with fecret Paffions for my Native Soil, the Place
where I firft drew the Vital Air. It is a perfect Mag-
net to my Spirit, wherefoever I am, attracting all my
Wifhes, Inclinations, and Defires. Methinks the

Eailern Winds at certain Hours waft to my ravimed
Ears the Whifpers of my Countrymen. Methinks,
fometimes, I fee the Faces of my Kindred, and their

Rural Train ; I hear their Voices, and converfe fa-

miliarly with them, as though they were prefent

:

Such is the Magick of ftrong Defire and Sympathy j

it fteals the Soul away from itfelf, and with fweet

Violence unites it to the beloved Objeft, though at

never fo great a Diitance. Thus when my wandering
Thoughts have taken up their Refidence for a while

in that_ delicious Vale where I was born, a far more
powerful Magnet draws them to thy Cave, Myfterious

Solitary, Mirror of Virtues, Exemplary Guide of fuch

as confecrate themfelves to God.
Glory 'to Him that was before All time, the Fa-

ther of Eternal Ages. He changes not, yet is the

Source of indefatigable and unwearied Revolutions.

He is the only independent, true, and felf-exiflent

Being ; the uncreated Eflence from whom all other

Beings derive their Origin and Confervation. He
is the Prop and Bafis of the Univerfe. He is but

One, the Primitive Unity, and cannot be divided

into Fractions ; Yet every Species and Individual

Being in the World participates a Share of his Di-

y. Immortal Praifes exhale from all Creatures,

and afcend like Clouds of Incenfe before the Throne
of his Adorable Majefly, or like Vapours which the

grateful Earth returns in a hot Summer's Day, by
Way of Acknowledgment for the Benefits perperu-

ally flowing on her from the Sun. So all the Ele-

ments refpire their Thanks to Him that made them.

The Firmament expands itfelf, and bows down to

the Brims of this low Globe j Sun, Moon, and Stars

do ftoop and kifs the Floor of the Earth, in Token of

profound Humility and Devotion to the Jmnortal

Source of Light. Only ungratefuiMan repays the Boun-

ty
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ty of the Omnipotent with Neglects, Contempts,

Affronts, and Blafphemies. I mean the general Part

of Human Race ; excepting always from this Charge

the Juft, the Innocent, and Pious : Were it not for

fuch as thefe, the Divine Patience would be tir'd with

the continual Profanations of vain Mortals.

Oh ! Venerable Sylvan, thou art the only pacifiek

Vi&im of this finful Age. Thy conftant Self-denials,

Mortifications, Abftinences, and the whole Syftem of

thy accomplifh'd Sanctity, flop the Wrath of Heaven
from falling in large Cataracts on Mankind : When
the Eternal Eye beholds thy Virtues, it drops down
Tears of Love and Mercy on the Earth, glad that a

Son of Adam yet furvives, not flain'd with Vice.

Thou art the effectual Propitiation for the finful

World. When Storms and Tempefls of impetuous

Winds, when Lightning, Thunder, Hail, or Rain

diflurb the Air, or Earthquakes menace more effectual

Tragedies to the Earth, I think of thee, the Fa-

vourite of Heaven, and then repofe in full Security r

Thy very Idea is my Shelter from all Evils : I fhroud

myfelf under the Shade of thy inviolated Beard, over

which the Razor never paft'd. I take Sanctuary in

the Umbrella of thy Arms, when ftretch'd in fervent

Oraifons: Thy Remembrance is my certain Refuge in

Calamity.

I am impregnated with Sacred Emulations of thy

Virtutf; I burn with fervent, paflionate Defires to be-

come thy Difciple : I languifh to withdraw myfelf

from this vain World, and from the contagious So-

ciety of Mortals. How happy is the Life that is led

in quiet Solitude ? Where the Soul can feel herfelf, and
being awaken'd to a Senfe of her Immortal Strength,

rouzes and vigoroufly fhakes off the heavy Clogs of
Sleep and Death: Whilft the Divine Aflatus gently

breathing on the Intellect, and fanning the oppreffed

Sparks of Reafon, which lay fmothering under a
Heap of Errors, Lulls, Affections, and unlimited

Defires, kindles the Mind into a perfect Flame of
Light, which foon confumes the Rubbifb of bodily

PleaXuies>
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Pleafures, diflipates the Smoke and Mills of pamper'd

Flefh and Blood, and then a Man becomes all radiant

within, fhining with unclouded Splendors.

We Mortals feem to be rank'd in a middle State,

between the feparate Spirits and Beafb : Our Virtues

make us like the former, our Vices like the latter.

For when a Man has quite fubdued his Appetites, and

Reafon fits triumphant ir. hex Throne, he is like an

Ar.gel, living above the Race of his Mortality. He
does not, with the Stagyrite, place Virtue in a Medium,
or rank the Excefs of Goodnefs in the Predicament of

Vice ; but makes direct, and fwift Advances to the

Zenith of Heroick GeneroGty, fcorning to halt or

make lame mungrel Capitulations with himfelf, as if

he were afraid of being too good.

I would aflc a Peripatetick, whether it be a Virtue

or a Vice, in him that ftomaching the enormous Vil-

lanies of wicked Men, boils up with an exceflive ve-

hementAnger ? Or whether a Man can err in loving

God too much, or in conceiving too violent a Sor-

row for his paft Oitences, or who can be too

thankful for the Favours of Hearen ! No ! the far-

ther Diitance Virtue keeps from this cold, earthlj

Mediocrity, the brighter is its Splendor. And fo en
the other Side, the greater is the Barbarifm, Bru-

tality, and Infernal Stamp of Vice, by how much
more remote it is from this Indifference. In a word,

Virtue and Vice are two contrary Extremes : So Piety

is diametrically oppofite to Prcphanenefs ; lati

ranee to Sobriety ; Fortitude to Coivardice ; /.

tinence to Chajlity ; Avarice to Bouuiy, McdejU to

Impudence ; Pride to Humility ; Enmity to Frundj/;:p
t

&c.

Now the Mediums between thefe Extremes, are Hy-

pocrijy between Virtue and Vice ; Superftition between

Piety and Propbanenefs ; Bcfbfulnefi between Madcf.j

and Impudence, and fo cf the reil.

Yet after all, 'tis neceffary to obferve a Medium in

thofe Things which pertain to mortal Life, and to the

Perpetuation of Mankind : Such axe Meats, Drinks,

Natural
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Natural Paffion6 of the Body and Mind, proceeding

from the alternate Senfe of Pleafure and Pain. So
when we are prefs'd with Hunger and Thirft, we
ought not prefently to covet the plentiful Tables and
fuperfluous Banquets of the Q/eat ; but rather fuch

a Diet, as being eafily prepar'd, may fatisfy the Cra-

vings of our Nature, without naufeating and giving

us a Surfeit. To this End, the Divine Providence has

fcatter'd up and down the Surface of this Globe, an.

infinite Variety of Roots, Herbs, Fruits, Seeds, with

all Sorts of Corn and Pulfe. The Cattle afford us

Plenty of Milk ; the Bees are no Niggards of their

Honey ; the Fountains, Rivers, and Lakes abound
with ever fpringing frefh Supplies of fweet refrefhing

Water. Wealfohave the Ufe of Salt, Oyl, Wine,
and other exhilerating Beverages; that being coHtent

with fo many Benefits and Enjoyments, we might pro-

long our Lives in this World by Sobriety, as in a moil
pleafant Garden or Paradife of Health.

But, alas ! inftead of gratefully acknowledging the

Bounty of Heaven, and pregnant Fertility of the

Earth ; inftead of fitting mannerly down at the Table,

which God has fpread and cover'd for us with fuch a

Train of Feftival Dainties, we break the Rules of

Hofpitality ; and ruihing violently on the Creatures

under his Protection, we kill and flay at Pleafure,

turning the Banquet to a cruel Maliacre ; being

transformed into a Temper wholly Brutal and Vo-
racious, we glut curfelves with Flefh and Blood of

flaughter'd Animals. Oh ! happy he that can con-

tent himfelf with Herbs, and other genuine Products

of the Earth ; that fleeps as well in a folitary Cave,

upon a Bed of Mofs or Leaves, as in a Palace on a

Couch of Down. He never wants, becaufe he never

defires what is not in his Power. He is not burden'

j

with a Crowd of Servants and flattering Retainers ;

nor his Repofe difturb'd with early and late Ad<

of pretended Friends, officious Sycophants, imp -

tunate Petitioners, and other fretting Bufmefs of i j

World.
Wi./
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Why fhould I longer then demur or hefitate ?

What hinders me from prefently embracing a Courfe

of Life, that promifes fo much Happinefs ? A Dif-

cipline that will at once free me from a Thoufand
Tyrannies of Imperious Lufts, and Hoftile Paffions ?

I fhall then have no need of Money, or the Help of

crofs grain'd Servants. I fhall not want a Multitude

of Goods, the needlefs Pageantry of fuperfluous Or-

naments, to make a dazzling Figure, and draw the

Eyes of People to a Reverend Admiration. I fhall

be free from fotcifh Drowfinefs, and turbulent Dreams.

My Lungs will in my Sleep refpire the Air with

Eafe : Whilft gentle Slumbers, mix'd with happy
Virions, fhall tranfport my Soul to unknown Worlds.

No Fevers, Gouts, or Dyfenteries fhall invade my
Health, nor magifterial Menaces of Empiricks be-

fpeak my certain Death, unleis I will patiently fubmit

to all the needlefs Tortures they are contriving for me,

and tamejy fwallow down their new-invented Poifons,

and be rack'd to Death in Hopes of Eafe and Life.

From all which horrid Circumftances, a flender in-

nocent Diet, notfrain'd with the Blood of anyAnimal,

will fet me free.

Holy Eremite, the Idea I have of this Manner of

Life, makes a profound and durable Impreffion on

my Soul. I am ravifhed with the Sentiments of Plato

and Pythagoras, and refoiutely bent to undergo the

Difcipline of their Philofophy. I will firft endeavour

to rid myfelf of vain Atte&ions, Habits, and pro-

phane Negotiations of the Earth : I'll gradually die

to all Concupifcence and bodily Plealure, that fb

I may by equal Steps revive to the Contemplation of

Celeflial Things. Then being free from every Spot

and Stain contracted in the Days of my Security and

Careleffnefs, my Thoughts and Works will be ac-

ceptable to God ; who in return, will certainly infuie

into my defecate Mind a fecret Virtue, the Magick
of this Vifible World ; which purifying ray Soul yet

f.u .her, will prepare it for the lall and higheft Gift
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of the Eternal Bounty to our Race whilit in this

Lifej to wit, a Power of doing SupematuralThings,

and of Foretelling Events to come.

Do thou but pray it may be fo, and all the Powers

of Hell can never prevail againft me j For thou haft

the Ear of the Omnipotent.

Paris, 3d of the 8th Moon,

of the Tear 1668.

LETTER III.

To Harriet Reis Effendi, Principal Se-

cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

IN this Time of Wars with Nazarenes, when the

Ottoman Fury is rouz'd and provok'd by Infidels ;

it will not be amifs to expofe the Nakednefs of

Europe to the Supreme Divan, which is on Earth the

dofe Committee of the Court above.

I chufe to addrefs my Letter to thee, in Compli-
ance with my former Onlers, wherein thou feemedft

paflionately defirous to know the prefent State of

Chriftendom. God give thee a perpetual Serenity,

Scribe of the Scribes : May'ft thou never be troubled

with a running Eye, a making Hand, or the Tooth-
ach. As for me, I'm a perfeft Magazine of Dif-

eafes, a walking Hofpital, the School of uEfculapius,

where the necelfary God has Scope to vent his Skill

on all the various Kinds of Maladies, which afflidt our
mortal Race : Gouts, Fevers, Cramps, and horrid

Dyfenteries, are as common with me as my daily

Diet.

However, amidft all thefe Afflictions, I ferve the

Grand Signior and my Friends with a cordial Alacrity

;

never
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never grudging to facrifice my Eafe and Health to the
Intereft of True Believers.

The Face of Europe is much chang'd fince the De-
cline of the Roman Empire, and the Ufurpations of
the Popes. That once mighty Monarchy is now
drunk into a very narrow Compafs, being fhut up
within the Confines of Germany, which formerly was
bat a Province of the Antient Empire. All Italy is

revolted. So are the Smui/fes, and the United States

of the Low-Countries. The Hans-Timuns, which in

Time paft paid Homage to the Emperor, have now
fhaken off the Yoke, and are become Independent
Commonwealths. - Tranfylvania plays fall and loofe

with him, according as their Intereft requires. Li-

I'onia laughs at his Menaces, as appears by the

Anfwer they lent to Charles V, when he demanded
their Submiflions, and that they would return to their

Native Allegiance, otherwife threatning them with
Fire and Sword. For all the Reply they made, was,

That they knew the Emperor 's Horfe would ba
founder'd before he could reach the Frontiers of their

Country.

'Tis a general Obfervation, that fince the Reign
of Rodoiph I, above Two Hundred Principalities and
States have fallen off from the Empire. And thofe

that yet continue in their Obedience, I mean the

Electoral Princes, claim fo many Privileges, ftand fa

much upon Punctilio's and Prerogatives, that there

remains now little more of the Imperial Majefty and
Power, fave the bare Title and outward Pomp. It

is remarkable, That within thefe Three Hundred
Years, no lefs than Nine German Emperors have been

murder'd, and many more have been depos'd and
banihVd. To fum up all in a few Words : If we fur-

vey the prefent State of the German Empire accurate-

ly, if we pry narrowly into its true Circumftances,

we mall find, that after all the Clatter of his noify

Titles, the Emperor can call nothing properly his

•wn, but his Hereditary Eftate in Auftria, which is

hardly
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hardly equivalent to the Territories of fome Lords

whom he calls his Vaffals.

The Germans in general are a rude, unpoliuYd

People ; greedy of Novelties, inconftant, rain, per-

fidious, and very phlegmatick ; much addicted to

unnatural Lulls, and inceituous Copulations. It is

recorded of Barbara the Emprefs, Wife to Sigifmund,

another MeQalina, that after her Hufband's Death,

her Confejfor advifing her to reform her Manners,

and live more chaftly, like the Turtle', fhe anfwer'd,

IfImuft imitate the Life of Birds, why not of a Sparrow,

as well as a Turtle? Her Brother Frederick was much
fuch another : For at Ninety Years of Age he mur-

der'd his Wife for the Sake of a Strumpet. And
being advifed to repent, and think of his Grave ;

he faid, I am now ftudying my Epitaph, which 1 defgn

jhall be comprized in tbtfe Words :

This is my Way to Hell ; I know not

what Ifiall find there: What I
have left behind me, I know. I
abounded in all Delights, whereof

I carry nothing with me : Neither

my dainty Meats, orpieafant Wines

>

cr whatfoeier my infatiablc Luxury

exhaufied.

Druniennefs is faid to be the Original Sin of Ger-
many, from whence it fpread itfelf into other Conn-
tries. They give this Charafter of a German, " That
" he is an Animal which drinks more than he can
*• carry : A Tun that contains more than he can ex-
" prefs." They tell a Story of Four old Saxtns, who

at
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at one Sitting drank as many Healths as they could

make up Years amongft them, which amounted to

Three Hundred. And 'tis recorded of a certain

German Count, That i.e ufed to make his Children

whilft yet Infant?, drink luftily, to prove whether

they were of his own begetting or no : For if they

grew fick after it, he prefently concluded them to be

Baftards ; but if they could bear the Debauch well

he cherifhed tl.em as his own true Offspring. In a
word, thou mayeft have the fame Idea of the Ger-

mans at this Day, as Solyman the Magnificent had in

his Time, who ufed to fay, " 1 flight the Germans
v above all other People of Europe, becaufe they are
•• always at Dilcord among themfelves, nor can they
" ever be united any more than my Fingers and
*' Toes. They cannot endure Labour, and are the
" exceffiveft Gluttons and Drunkards in the World :

" They always maintain a Regiment of Whores in

" their Camp. Their Generals take more Pride in
*' their Feathers, than in their Military Arms"

In a word, the German is fo over-run with all

Kinds of Vice, that he wants nothing to make him
a compleat Devil, but only a little Tindure of the

Italian Qualities, according to the Proverb, Tudefca

ltalianato e un Diaboh Incarnato ', A German Italia-

nizd, is a Devil Incarnate.

'Tis certain, the French have fo weaken'd 'em on
one Hand, and the Swedes on the other ; that confi-

dering the frequent Troubles they meet with from
the Hungarians, Bohemians, and other Tributary Na-
tions, befides the Inteftine Feuds of the Electoral

Princes ; we need not fear the blunted Talons of the

Eagle, which are fcarce ftrong enough to fupport

her tottering State, or prop her from fallfng into

Ruin : So far is fhe from being able to offend her

Neighbours, that fhe never makes War her Choice,

or takes the Field but by Compulfion in her own
Defence.

Illuftrious
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Illuftrious Hamet, I pray God infpire the Vi&orious

Ofmans with Praphetick Courage and Refolution, and

the final Conqueft of Germany will foon be the Prize

of True Believers.

Paris, yh of the xotb Moon,

of the Tear 1668.

LETTER IV.

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna.

THE Friendmip that has been contracted be-

tween thee and me, ever fince it was thy

Fortune to ferve the Grand Signior in tiiat Station,

obliges us both to mutual Sincerity. Beiides, the

Duty and Allegiance we owe our Sovereign, requires

Plain dealing between us. We ought to fhun Flattery

as the Bane of all friendly Engagements, the Peft of

the Courts of Princes, and the General Contagion

which infeds chiefly the moft Effeminate Part of

Mankind. Such as are thefe Wejlern Naxarenes,

who abound in. a Thoufand little Complaifances and
falfe Civilities : Thus fufFering their own Integrity

to be corrupted, their Virtue and Faftnefs of Spirit

to be furpriz-d and debauched ; whilft their Friends,

by thefe Means, not feldom run on Precipices, and
fall into inevitable Ruin. In a word, they betray

one another and themfelves, out of pretended good
Nature.

By what I have faid, thou wilt comprehend, that

I do not reprove thee out of Spite, Envy, Malice,

or an affected Gravity ; when I tell thee, that you
took wrong Meafures, in endeavouring to fet the

Emperors Palace on Fire, or to poifoa him at his

Dinner.
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Dinner. I told thee once before, that thefe prepofte-

rous Methods will never take Effect. Befides, they

will do the Grand Signior no Service.

Though thou art feemingly engaged in the Caufe

of the Malecontents, remember that thy Bufinefs

is different from theirs. What fignifies it to thee,

whether the Hungarians have their Liberties, Rights,

and Privileges granted them, or no ? Or what
Reafon haft thou -to efpoufe the Intereft of the Evan-
gelicks, rather than that of the Catholich, any farther

than as an Umbrage to cover the greater Defigns

thou haft in Hand, as an Agent Incognito for the

Grand Signior. Let the Jefuits purfue their own
Game, and the Protefiants theirs : Stand thou

Neuter in the main, and rather endeavour to

keep both Parties in a Counterpoize, than to turn

the Scales for either. For the Sultan will gain by
the Divifions of the Nazarenes, let the Cafe go
how it \vill between themfelves. Befides, there

are Catholich engaged in the Faclion, as well a3

Proteftants. 'Tis rather a Civil Quarrel, than a

Religious one. The Nohles and Gentry of Hungaria

and Transylvania are concerned for their Eftates,

more than for their Churches. They fee the Im-

perial Court wants Money, and it is a Crime for an

Hungarian to be rich. Thofe that have the fupreme

Power in thefe Cafes, will find Reafon enough to

condemn a wealthy Lord, whether he be guilty or

not.

'Tis this puts them upon caballing and entring into

Confederacies, that fo they may confult the Aleans

of their own Safety, and be in a Pcfture to defend

themfelves.

I perceive the Count de Serini has made another

Addrefs for the Government of Caroljladt, and been

repulfed ; Jofeph Earl of Haberjlein, and Knight of

Malta, being appointed to fucceed the Count cTA-

ver/perg in that Honour. Which is an evident Sign,

that the Emperor has no good Opinion of Serini,

notwithftanding all his former good Services. And
this
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this is enough to alienate a Man of his great Courage

and Merit.

Count Frangipani alfo has his particular Difcon-

tents : So has Tatembaeh, with many other potent

Lords of Hungary and Croatia. Indeed, the whole

Body of thofe Nations are difobliged, and almoft

wearied out with the continual Oppreffions of the

Germans.

Nathan, thou wilt find it no hard Matter to bring

them to a Necefiity of putting themfelves under the

Grand Sig»ior\ Protection : 'Tis thy Part to cherifh

their Discontents. As for the Imperial Court, thou

may'ft perceive they are refolv'd to mortify thefe

People, and to take from them all Opportunities and
the very Capacity of rebelling, by not Suffering the

Natives of Hungary and Croatia to pofTefs any Office

of Command.
Every Party purfues its own Interefts, and fo muft

we ours. Self-Prefervation is the Root of all mutual

Society and Juftice. Take care of thyfelf, thy Friends,

and the Caufe thou art engaged in, and then thou

needelt not fear any Qualms of Confcience. In fine,

I counfel thee to put in practice the Advice of one
of thy own Rabbi's, Jejus Ben Syracb ; Be not ever-

Paris, 1 yth of the \\jh Moon,

of the Year 1668.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

To Pefleli Hali, his Brother, Majier

of the Grand Signior'j Ciijioms at

Conftantinople.

PRepare thyfelf for furprizing News, and receive

it with a Moderation becoming a Man. Oucou-

micbe our Mother is dead. One and the fame Night
lodg'd her in the Apartments of Hymen, and the

Chambers of Death. Before the Days of the Nuptial

Solemnities were over, the mournful Rites of her

Funeral commenc'd : She made but one Remove
from her Marriage-Bed to the Grave.

If thou wcndereft, that a Woman of her Age,
being Seventy-five Years old, and having already had

Two Hufbands, fhould marry a Third ; Know, that

it was not Dotage, but Difcretion, which prompted
her to take this Courfe. The Integrity, Wifdom,
and prudent Conduct of Eliachim the Je-iv, had
charm'd her Affections long ago, and improved her

Acquaintance with him intos^i ftrift and virtuous

Friendlhip. As a Mother, fhe oVd him Refpeft and
Love for his conftant Fidelity to me : And on her

own Account, fhe could not but entertain Senti-

ments of Efteem and Gratitude for a Man, who had
been fo nicely careful to preferve her Perfon and
Honour from Injury and Violence, ever fince fhe

came to Paris. For he alone, among the many
Myriads of People inhabiting this City, was the

only Confident both of her Secrets and mine. In

a word, thefe Regards, with fome others of Piety,

Zeal and good Nature, made her willing to become
his Wife, who in all Things had performed the Part

of a Friend, and a Perfon of Honour.
Befides
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Befides all this, it was really her Intereft thus to'

difpofe of her latter Days in a Foreign Country, where

fhe knew no body but Eliachim and me. As for me,

fhe confidered that my Life was not only fubjeft to the

fame Casualties with other Mortals, and that I might

be fnatchcd away by a Thoufand Deaths ; but that

my Station here was very precarious, and I might be

fuddenly recalled by my Superiors to Coaflantinople,

or at leaft be removed to fome other Poft whither fhe

could not accompany me, being incapable of bear-

ing, at thefe Years, the Hardfhips and Fatigues of

Travel : That after my Departure, fhe fhould be
neglefled, contemned, and abandoned by all, but thofe

who would defire her Death for the fake of her Money
and Jewels.

In thefe Circum fiances, to remain a Widow, prd-

fefling the Faith of ISLikomet, and believing thev//-

coran, in a Region and City fwarming with Infidels,

would have been but an uncomfortable as well as a
dangerous Condition. Wherefore having had Expe-
rience of Eliachim % Virtue, and incorrupt Manners,

he alfo making AddreiTes of Love to her, and giving

her Encouragement to hope that he would become 3.

"dinan, fhe yielded at laft to the Thoughts of

taking him for her Hufband, and they were married

on the 7th of this Moon, in a private Synagogue of

the Jews : For they are not allow'd a publick one in

this City, as they are in many other Cities of Europe.

My Mother appeared neither too dejectedly

nor profufely merry, during the nuptial Feaft. But

comporting herfelf with a chearful Refervedr.efs,

feemed to have her Thoughts rather fixed on fame 4-

thing elfe, than the vain Ceremonies, Noife, and
rth of the Company. It looks as if her Pro-

phetick Soul was fenfible of its approaching Releafe :

For, to be brief, fhe was found dead in her Bed next

Morning.
Brother, "fhe is now in her Sepulchre, at reft from

all the Toils of Human Life. Let not this News afiecT:

thee with fruitlefs Melancholy, fince Death is the

F common
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common Fate of all Mortals. Rather advance the

Blifs of our deceafed Parent, with devout Oraifons

for her Soul ; remembring that e're long we ihall be

in the fame Condition. For tho' Man, like a Moth,

be paffionately enamour'd with the Light of this

World : tho' he flutter and dance about it for awhile,

balking in the Splendor and Warmth of his good

Fortune, yet at length he is confum'd by the very

Flame which gave him Nouriihment, and falls a Vic-

tim to his own Pleafure.

Paris, the gth of the \ft
Moon,

of the Year 1669.

LETTER VI.

<To Hamet, ReisEffendi, Principal Se-

cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

I
Sent thee a Letter fome Days ago, wherein I

expofed the general Nakednefs, Imbecility, and

languilhing State of the German Empire in this Age.

My Difpatch abounded with Characters of their

Vices : It has defcribed exactly the prefent Eclipfe of

antient Imperial Majefty, Power and Strength, the

Revolt of many Principalities and States, the Feuds

and»Difcord of thofe that yet remain in Obedience,

and pay a feeming Homage to Cafar ; with many
other Things, which, being well confider'd, may for

the future prevent, or at leaft diminiih that Confir-

mation and panick Terror, which ufes to feize the

Hearts of MuJ/hlmans, when we are in War with the

Emperor.
Now, as a farther Incentive and Encouragement

to take up Arms againft the Infidels ; as a Spur to

cettain Victory and Conqueft, I will unlock the

Trcafures
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Treafures of the Country, without taking Notice of

the Inhabitants. And fince nothing more excites the

Refolution and Valour of military Men, than the

Hopes of Plunder, and paffing away a Campaign in

Plenty of all neceflary Comforts ; I will give thee a

true Account of the natural Dowry of thefe Regions,

the Riches of the Soil, and the Wealth, which Com-
merce with other Nations, together with the Spoils

of former Wars, the Induftry of the People, and the

Benevolence of Fortune have added to their Store.

Germany abounds in generous Wines, and thofe

more lafting than any other, in Europe. The Rhenijh

Wines will keep above Fifty Years. The Wines of

the Necker are wholefome, and clear as Water from
the Rock : Thofe of Franconia are ftrong and opera-

tive ; the Aujlrian Grape is fweet and lufcious. Se-

veral Roman Emperors have preferr'd the Fruits of the

German Vintage to thofe of Italy and Greece. And
fuch is the fuperabundant Plenty of Vineyards, that

at a Place called Stutgard, there is a Proverb current,

that They have more Wine than Water. If our Jani-
zaries knew this, they would be for an Expedition

into Germany; Nay they temper their Mortar with

Wine in fome Places, and flack their Lime with it.

They have ftrong Beverages alfo made of Barley,

Wheat, and other Grain, which they tranfport

from Brunfwick, Brejlaw, Delph, Dantziek, Lttbeckt

and other Places, to mod Countries in the North
and Weft of Europe. They likewife make a Sort of
Wine of Honey, as ftrong and fweet as the Wine of
Candy.

There is Abundance of Frankincenfe and Myrrh
in Moravia, of Saffron in Aujiria, of Liquorice in

Franconia, of Madder for Dyers *n Sikjla, of Amber
in Thuringia.

There are innumerable Orchards full of all de-

legable Fruits ; the Fields ftand thick with Corn,
the Paftures are throng'd with Cattle, and they have
a Breed of the ftouteft Horfes in the World. They
have Timber enough to ferve all the Nations in

F 2 the
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the World for Shipping. But that which is mo ft

inviting, is the Variety of Mines of Gold, Silver,

Copper, Lead, Tin, and Iron. Before America was
difcovered, Germany was the Peru and Potoji of all

Europe. They have alfo Plenty of Marble as bright

as Cryftal.

Befides their Native and Domeftick Riches, they

have mightily improved their Stock by Foreign Com-
merce ; exchanging their Superfluities for Things
more precious, and of greater Value : Which in a

conftant Courfe of Bartering, brings into the German
Coffers many Hundred Millions of Crowns in a Year.

In a word, their Cities are fo rich, that when they

have been pillaged by an Enemy, the Booty of one
City has been valued at Two Millions of Crowns in

ready Money, befides Plate and Jewels. The common
Soldiers have made Hilts for their Swords and Daggers

of Gold and Silver ; nay, fome would make their

very Helmets of the fame Metals. Publick Gaming
Tables have been fet up in the Streets, and it has been

common for a private Trooper to win or lofe Five or

Ten Thoufand Crowns at a Time ; This would be

rare Sport for our Janizaries and Spabi's.

I tell thee, Serene Minijler, confidering the im-

menfe Wealth of Germany, and the Degeneracy of

its Inhabitants, Providence feems to invite our Arms
to make a Conqueft of thofe fertile Regions, and

take from the Uncircumcifed the Goods which furfeit

them. They abufe the Gifts of Nature and Fortune,

by employing them to the Ends of Vice ; whereas

the True Believers, were they once poflefs'd of them,

would turn them to virtuous Purpofes, the publick

Advantage, the Increafeof thcEmpire, Glory of God,
and Propagation of the Faith Undefihd.

Paris, I pb of the \th Moon,

of the Tear 1669.

LETTER
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LETTER VII.

7*o Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of

the Convent of Dervifes at Cogni in

Natolia.

' r~T"sWAS with a fpecifick Kind of Joy «ot eafy

X to be defin'd, that I received thy venerable

Difpatch. I perus'M the welcome Orders therein con-

tained with a Delight not in the leaft inferior to his,

who being abandoned to Diftrefs and miferable Po-

verty, has by good Luck difcovered a hidden wealthy

Treafure : For fo my Spirit is raviflied, to find in this

degenerate Age, a rich Referve of Piety and Devotion

to the ancient Prophets of God.
I'm glad to hear the Character of John the Baptijl,

which I fent thee formerly, was fo well accepted by
thee, and all the Religious under thy Charge, that

thou vouchfafell only to accufe the Shortnefs of the

Relation, defiring a more particular Account of that

Prophet's Manner of living, efpecial'y tf his Abfti-

nence, and what may be the mod proper Interpretation

of the Grecian Word etxpt/'stf, mentioned in the

Hillory of his Life.

Praife be to God, who has infpired thee with this

critical Regard to one of his mod holy MefTengers. I

revere thy learned Soul, and that accomplifh'd In-

tellect which is ever bufy, prying into weighty and
important Matters. I honour thy impartial Mind,
which fcruples not to pay tV Attach that is due to a
Saint, tho' of the Chriftian Kalendar. If we mould
reject all that the Followers of Jefus do, we fliould

neither Fait, Pray, give Alms, or perform any other

good Works. Therefore in this, thou art an ex-

emplary Pattern to the rigid, fuperftitious Sort of
F 3 Mtifulmeui
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Mujfulman Fanaticks, who bear an endlefs Grudge
againft all thofe that are not of their narrow Faith,

and dark Opinion.

Glory be to God, with whom the WORD was
prefent from the Dawning of Eternal Light, before the

Morning of his Works had peep'd o'er the Mountains
of the antient Chaos, or penetrated the dark Abyfs
and milly Vale of Nothing, and painted the Tops of
the Creation, the higheft Ranks of Beings, with
Splendors of the early Day. Before the Sun had
drank the immortal Halo in, and fpong'd up all the

vifible Beams, to fqueeze them out again upon the

Moon and Stars, and on the lower World. That
W'ORD remains for ever, and at a determined Hour
became incarnate, in the Perfon of Jefus the Son of

Mary, as the Holy Alcoran informs us.

In thofe Days John the Baptijl went into the

Wildern«fs, and preached Repentance to the Je<vjst

foretelling the near Approach of the MeJJias. The
facred Hero made a Cave his Refidence ; and at firft,

to wean his Body from all Softnefs, he wore a Yell

or Shirt of Camel's Hair, which was girt about him
with a Belt made of that painful and religious Crea-

ture's Skin, to put him in mind, that he was born
for holy Labours, Toils, and Mortifications. He had
no Table fpread with far-fetch'd coflly Dainties ; no
Difhes cramm'd with bloody and large Inventories of

Birds, four-footed Beafts, and Fifh. His Diet was
fimple, cheap, and innocent, eafy to be got in every

Wood or Field, without the Detriment of his Fellow-

Animals. For he either contented himfelf with a
Repaft on Honey, which he found in hollow Trees ;

or on a Kind of Manna, a fweet Dew falling en their

Leaves, and there condens'd by heavenly Influence ;

or elfe it was a Kind of lufcious Moifture, which he
fucked from certain Plants, perhaps not much unlike

our Sugar-canes. For thus Interpreters do differ about

the Words 70 u.iKi Sy.fW, Whatever it was we may
conclude it to be fome {lender, light, and eafy Nou-
riihment : And when this Diet faii'd him, or his Sto-

mach
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mach requir'd a little more Variety, he banqueted on
what the Grecians call'd tfxpi<Te?. Some will have thefe

to be a Kind of Locujis or Grajhoppers, a Meat indulg'd

the Jews by Mofes in the Law. The Syrians alfo

counted them a Dainty ; fo did the antient Parthians,

as Arifiotk and Pliny tell us. And my Countrymen
the Arabians eat of them to this Day. Others are of

Opinion, that thefe aKpicPis were a Sort of little

Shell-fifh, fuch as Crabs, Crayjijh, or Shrimps, which
Nature has generally lodg'd in Holes along the Banks
of Rivers. A pleafant, temperate Sort of Diet, com-
mended for their Virtues in expelling Poifon, and
being Remedies for the Strangury, and Antidotes to

cure the Biting of mad Dogs.

The divine Prophet therefore oft frequenting the

Waters of the River Jordan, wherein he ufed to

wafh his Converts and Difciples ; thefe Men fuppofe,

he took Occafion to allay his Hunger with thefe

little Shell-fifh which he might eafily take in

mighty Numbers from their watry Nefls. And they

endeavour to itrengthen this Opinion, by afferting.

That the Food which the Waters afford us, is much
more pure and holy than what the Earth brings forth,

in regard the Earth lies under the Maledidtion of
God ever fince Noah's Flood, whereas the Waters
never were curs'd. Hence, fay they, it is very

probable, that the confecrated Hero would not defile

his fpotlefs Life with curfed Banquets from the Earth,

but rather chofe to appeafe his Hunger with the

harmlefs, blcffed, and wholefome Produft of the

Waters.

If thou wilt have my Opinion after all, I'm apt to

think thefe dxftJ*t< were nothing elfe but the tender

Tops of Plants, fuch as we call AJparagus, or per-

haps they were the wild Apples of the Wood, and then

we may fuppofe there's fome Miftake in the Greek

Copy, dy.p'ijn for tfjcpaJ^?. Or it may be, the holy

Prophet in the proper Seafon of the Year, did ufe to

crop and eat the Ears of Barley, and then the Word
fhould be kak^v^h. For what could be more fweet

F 4 and
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and pleafant to an abflemious Man, than to fuflain his

Life with Fruits, Grains, Herbs, or Roots ? Nor
did the Malediction reach the Vegetables, but only

the Animal Generations, from which a perfed Man
abftains.

Certainly thofe, who out of an Averfion for Purity,

Prayer, and Fading, turn themfelves from human
Bodies to Swine, and from religious Abflinence to

favage gormandizing on Flefh, feem to derive their

Pedigree from a P^ace of Devils : Especially fuch as

after the manner of Spiders, gathering Poifon from
the Flowers of Piety, blafpheme this lacred Virtue of

Abflinence, and call it by the infamous Name of Su-

perftition.

For if the Veneration we pay to God confiflin the

Knowledge, Love, and Fear of his Divine Majefly,

with Adoration and Praife of his Eternal Attributes ;

at follows, that we ought to worfhip him with the

moil fervent Application of our Spirits. But this re-

ligious Ardor cannot fubfift in any Soul, whofe Body
is not mortified ; nor can the Body be mortified with-

out Aufterity, which always is accompany'd with

rigorous Falling and Abflinence from Flefh. Where-
fore if we afcend to God by the very fame Degrees

as we fall from him, it follows, that Abflinence is

the firft Step to Immortality and fupreme Happinefs.

I do not mean by Abflinence, that natural Averfion

which fome Men have for Flefh, who never duril to

talle of any in their Lives, compelled to this by fome
occult Antipathy in their Stomachs. For fuch a Ne-
ceffity cannot make a Virtue, it being common to

Men and Brutes ; there being many Animals, who
fall from all Provender certain Seafons of the Year,

and others that talle not fome kinds of Food during

their Lives : So there are fome Men to whom Wine,
Flefh, Cheefe, Apples, Herbs, and other Things

are an Abomination from their Cradles. There have

been others, who, by a Preternatural Neceffity have

liv'd fome Days, Weeks, Months, and Years, with-

out either Meat or Drink. So Plata records, That
Htrus
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Herns Pamphilius lay ten whole Days among the Dead

Carcafes of Soldiers flain in BaLtel ; and when he

was taken up to be laid on the Funeral Pile, they

perceived him to be alive. Laertes tells us, That
Pythagoras failed forty Days and forty Nights from-

Meat and Drink. From whom Apollonius Tyanaui

learned the Art of keeping almoft a perpetual Fait-

And thefe Modern Times afford us the Example
of a Spaniard whom they call Alcantare, who every

Moon ufed to fall for feven or eight Days together.

So a famous German Maid was diligently obferved

and watched, whilil fhe pafs'd away full feven Year*

Time without Meat, Drink, Sleep, or Excrements.

France alio boails another Virgin, who failed above
three Years together.

Such Abllinences as thefe are not to be put to the

Account of Virtue, in regard they were not the

£ls of human Choice, but the Decrees of Fatev

So would our Abftinence be depraved, if we mould
only praftife it, as the old Gentiles did, who forbore

to kill or eat fome certain Beads, becaufe they held

them confecrated to their Gods. As the Dog to

Diana, the Tyger to Bacchus, the Horfe to "Neptune,

the Wolf to Mars, the Eagle to "Jupiter, the Peacock

to Juno, the Swan to Apollo, the Dove to Vetrus, the

to Minerva. Nor need we to abllain on the

Account of the Soul's Transmigration ; for fo we
ought to forbear the Vegetable Products of the

Earth, as well as Animals, fince the Soul is indiife?

rent to all Bodies in its feparate State.

Cat our Reafon in this Pom: ought to take its

from the fuudameptaj Law of Nature, the OrigiT
iulliceof t :ch teaches us, Not to do

: would »ct have another do ta

ms. Now fince 'tis evident, That no Man would wilT
'y become the Food of Beads ; therefore, by the

fame Rule, he ought not to prey on them. Next to*

Foundation of our Abftinence, we ought to b

our Aims aC the Perfection- of our Nature, which
can . lired but by Degrees: We. in u ft en-

F 5 de*:
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deavour to abate the Aliment, of our Concupifcences,

by exhaling the fuperfluous and groffer Vapours of

our Blood in facred Fafts and Oraifons. Then we
ihould refrefh our fainting Body with Food affording

litde Nourifhment and Pleafure : That fo our vain

Affe&ions, Appetites, and Lufts, may gradually die :

whilft the pure Mind revives, and being free from the

grofs Vapours arifing from too much, and too fatten-

ing Meats and Drinks, the Films which darken'd her

Sight fall off : and Ihe can better now difcern the

naked Forms of Things by her own fimple Intuition,

than before fhe could through all borrow'd Speftacles

and other Opticks of Book-Philofophy : alio Ihe will

more eafily raife herfelf to the Contemplation and

Science of Divine Eternal Things. He therefore that

in earned will apply himfelf to the Study of accom-

plifh'd Sanftity, mult firft by Faffing exhauff the

Marrow from his Bones, the Fatnefs from his Flefh,

the wild, and rampant Spirits from his Nerves, and

then he muff purge the Words and Aftions of his

Life from Vice. When this is done, the Soul be-

cometh a pure Tabula Raja, and is fit for the Impref-

fions of celeftial Virtue.

Thofe who labour under acute Difeafes, run great

Hazard of their Lives, according to Hippocrates, unlefs

their Diet be accommodated with proportionate Re-
gard to the Quality and Time of the critical Fits or

Paroxyfms. But thofe who are entangled with Vice,

do labour under far more dangerous Diftempers,

than fuch as afflift the Body. Wherefore the Prophet,

our Holy Lawgiver, like a wife Phyfician, appointed

certain Seafons of the Year for facred Abftinences,

Fallings, Pilgrimages, Vigils, and other holy Exer-

cifes, efpecially the mighty Faff and Vigil of Rame-
zan, wherein tho' it be not forbid to eat of Flefh

after the Stars appear at Night, yet none but loofe

and indevout Believers take that Liberty ; whereas

the better Sort content themfelves with an afcetick

Diet. The Hebrews faded with unleavened Bread,

and a little Salad : the Cbrifiiam alfo taffe no Flefh

on
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on their prohibited Days : And fhall the Mujfulmans

be greater Libertines than thefe Infidels ?

O Hebatolla ! how radiant is the Luftre of a Lamp
when fhining through a clean, and fine, defecate

Cryftal ! So does the Soul difplay the Rays of hex

immortal Virtue round about, when fhe inhabits in

a well purified, chafte, and almoft pervious Body.

Wherefore it is abfolutely neceflary for him to at-

tenuate his Body with perpetual Temperance and
Abftinence, who confecrates himfelf to Virtue and
Devotion. He will not be enfnared or catch'd by any
Baits of Luxury or Voluptuoufnefs ; nor yet affright-

ed from his confiant, fober Courfe of Lite, by any
Pain or thwarting Accident : No Frowns or Menaces
fhall divert him from his noble Purpofe : But he will

fo nourifh his Body all his Life, that it fhall never be
furfeited or over-fill'd with Meats. And fuch is the

Magick of this facred Virtue, that it can never be

hurt, much lefs fubverted by all the Machinations of
evil Demons, or the malicious Attempts of Men.
But it proceeds from Strength to Strength, and fights

the Combat valiantly, till having overcome at lall, it

triumphs for ever, and receives the Palm, the Crown
and Chaplet of Divine Reward in Paradife.

Holy Prefident, pray that I may praftife what I

fo admire, and not be felf-condemned for living con-

trary to my Knowledge. For God neither loves a
double Tongue or Heart, neither delights he in

Feet or Hands that are fwifc and nimble to do
Mifchief.

Paris, \yh of the \th \'ocnt

of the Tear 1669.

F6 LETTER
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LETTER VIII.

To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Fri?icipal Se-

cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

NOW the Chrijlians are in a general Conflernation

for Candy : The Pope has fent Letters to all the

Princes that are in his Communion, inviting and pref-

fing them to fuceour that diftrefled Ifland. Levies

are making every where ; and the King of France,

who feeks all Occafions of Glory, appears the moft

forward of any to afiift the Republick in this fatal

Jun&ure. The Duke of Beaufort, and Chevalier de

Vendofme, are appointed to lead the Forces defign'd

for that Service. They are gone to Toulon, in order

to embark. The Pope has fent the Duke of Beaufort

a Breve, declaring him General of the Troops Eccle-

fiaftick that are to ferve in Candy, and for his greater

Encouragement, he has fent him the Pontifical Stan-

dard. In the mean while there is a Triple League
concluded between the Emperor, the King of Spain,

the King of England, the King of Suede/and, and the

States of Hoi/and.

There is great Joy in Portugal for the Birth of the

Infanta, who is call'd Elizabetba-Maria- Louifa. She
was bom the 6 :!' of the firlt Moon; and on the 18 th

the Emprefs of Germany was alfo delivered of a
Daughter. Thefe Weftern Queens are very pregnant ;

Not a Year paftes without the Birth or Baptifm. of

fbme Royal Infant.

This is all the News at prefent ; but to oblige thee,

1 will fay fomething of Italy, which is efteem'd the

Garden of Europe. Nay, Confantine Yaleohgus, I

peror of Greece, was wont to fay, Unlefs I bad
mjpued by very Learned and Holy Men, that Paradi/e

•u;as fcatt . Ijhauld havefvnorn that Italy had
tetftt/jt Place*

k
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It is mod certain, Italy is a delegable Country

abounding in Riches and Pleasures. The Eye is not

fatisfied with feeing the infinite Variety of Beauties,

which grace this happy Region. Such is the lovely

Intermixture of Hills and Valleys, Groves and Plains,

Palaces and Gardens, that a Traveller is raviih'd as

he pafies on the Road. But this is not all : She is

as rich as fair. No Country in the World can match

Italy, for the Plenty and Variety of excellent Wines ;

only they are of no long Continuance. Above all

the reft, Traveller? commend that Sort which they

call Lachryma Chrijli, or the Tears of Chrijl, for its

delicious Tafte : which when a Dutchman once tailed,

he burft forth into this Exclamation ; O Cbrijl, why
didft not thou weep in my Country ? At Papia there are

a Kind of Aromatick Grapes which leave a fragrant

Odour in the Mouth of him that eats them. It is

recorded of a certain Roman Lord, That when he

was in Prifon half dead with Melancholy, he drank

a Glafs or two of this generous Wine, which fo re-

viv'd his Spirits, that inltead of defpairing, as he was
ready to do before, he wrote a Treatife, intituled, De
Cotifolatio

Beudes, Italy abounds in Cattle, Sheep, Fowls,

Mines, Rocks of Alabailer, Marble, Porphyry, Coral,

Ophirs, Agats, Chalcedonis, Azures, and innumerable

ether precious Stones. Hence it comes, that in this

Country are feen the moft Glorious and Magnificent

Temples of the World.

But this fo fair and wealthy a Spot of Ground is

inhabited by a very wicked Sort of People ; they are

quite degenerated from the Virtues of their Anceflors.

They are a Bafe, Effeminate, Sly, Sodomitical Race

of Men, Covetous, Revengeful, and Inexorable. I

have heard a Story of two Italian Brothers that were

walking one Night in the Fields, it being a very

le Sky ; when one of them looking ftcdfailly on

i leavens, wiih'd, he had as many Oxen as there were

Stars. The other wifiVd, he had a Field as large as the-

Ftrma?»ent. What wi/udyou da with it ? (aid the firft.

Ui
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Let your Oxen graze there, reply'd he. But as they

proceeded in this Kind of foolifli, loofe Difcourfe,

they kindled each other's Anger ; and at length, fall-

ing from Words to Blows, kill'd one another on the

Spot. Behold the Confequence of their covetous De-
fires ! They are extremely addifted to Revenge, and
are as dextrous at poifoning as the Indian Princes. A
certa'n French Author gives us a very compendious

Account of the Benefits a Stranger gets by travelling

into Italy, in thefe Words ; We go into Italy, fays he,

ivith incredible Charges, only to purchafe the mere

Shadotv of Cii'ility, and nve bring backfrom thence tbt

whole Syjfem of Vices. The Milanefe teach us how to

cheat. From the Venetians we learn Hypocrify.

Rome transforms us into perfect Atheiits and Liber-

tines. Naples turns us to Satyrs. Florence infirufts us

in the artificial Methods of poifoning. There is not

one City, which does not tinclure us with fome
fpecifick ill Qualities.

Sage Hamet, in all my Letters to thee, I ftudioufly

infert fome Remarks on thefe Weftern Nations, that

fo I may gratify thy Wifhes. Pardon the Want of

Order ; for I write Things as they preient themfelves

to my Memory. Accept all in good Part from
Rlahmut, who obeys thy Commands chearfully, and
honours thee without Flattery.

Paris, i 2th of the $tb Mcoxt

of the Tear 1669.

LETTER
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LETTER IX.

To Harriet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se-

cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

THOU mny'ft regifter in the Archives of the Sa-

cred Empire, That Dor. John of Aujlria is made
perpetual Governor of the Lrw-Countries under the

Spanijh King's Obedience. He is ahb Viceroy, and

Vicar- Genera! of Arragon, Catatonia, and Valentia.

But it is fit for thee to know alfo, That this h fo far

from being efteein'd by that Prince a Happinefs,

that he counts it his greateft Misfortune, in regard

'tis no better than an honourable zui irrevocable

Banifhment from the Court of Spain ; where his

Royal Blood and Merits are out-rmfter'd by the

Genius of a certain Prieft, whom they cali Father

Nirard. This Man is very ambitious, always aiming
at high Matters ; yet admir'd by no body for his

Learning, Beauty, or any other good Qualities.

Only the Queen of Spain is pleas'd to make him her

Favourite.

He cou'd ne'er buckle to the Humour of DonJo&n;
and hence arofe a fecret Envy between 'em, which
afterwards burft forth into open Animofuies, Feuds,

and Quarrels : So that at the laft the Favourite got the

Day, and Dom "John was fore'd to quit the Field.

It is impoflible to trace the Sovereigns of the Earth

in the Footfteps of their Royal Condudl ; or elfe one

would of courie conclude, That fo great a Prince as

this, of the fame Lineage as the Queen herfelf, mould
have eafily eclips'd-the borrow'd Lultre of an upftart

Minion. But Monarch 6 have fpecifick Reafons to

themfelves, which others cannot penetrate.

Perhaps this cunning Prielt ufe-1 a Trick like that

of a Soldier in the Army of Alexander the Great :

Who being of an ambitious Spirit, and coveting to

make
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make fome greater Figure than that of a p ivate

Centinel, confider'd Alexanders Humour, and how to

hit it. He knew, that his Herqick Matter took de-

light in any Thing that was bolJ and brave. But

how to come into his Prefence, he was ignorant.

At length, he pitch'd upon this Method. One Day,

as Alexander wns debauching with his beloved 1'ar-

tntnio, Hephajthn, Lyfin-.acbus, and other Officers ;

this Fellow (whofe Name was CljtusJ put himiel$

into a Mimick Drefs of War, counterfeiting himfelf

mad, and dancing the PyrrhLk Meafures, with,

his brandim'd Sword, kiil'd five new-lifted Soldiers

lately come from Colchis. The Guards foon feiz'd

upon him ; and" it being a Tragical Novelty, the

News was carried to the King ; who caus'd the Fel-

low to be brought before him. And examining him
on the Point, C/y/us anfwer'd, " Great King, thofe

*.* Five Men, whom I have kiil'd, had conipir'd to

*' take away thy Life this Day, being hir'd thereto

" by the King of Colchis, and therefore fent into

'.' the Army. Their Tent being next to mine, I

" had an accidental Opportunity lali Night of over-

" hearing their Difcourfe, when they were plotting

'.* together the Time, the Place, and Manner zi'

** thy Death. I kept a Watch upon them, and
•' obferv'd their Motions from that Moment. For,
" though I knew the Hour appointed bv them foe

" this execrable Regicide, yet I was follicitou.

" fome ill Fate (hould prompt the Ruflians to ante-

" date their own Refolves, and haften a Murder,
** whofe Delay might elfe difcover their Defigr.s, or
*' at ltaft prevent 'em. Therefore I took this rrai
" Difguife, to execute the foberell and molt impc
*' Purpofe that e'er I fram'd in all my Days ; wl
" was at once to fave the Life of the World's Con-
*' queror, and get myfelf Immortal Honour by the
** happy Deed."

After profound Deliberation of the drunken Ca-
binet-Council, Alexander approved the Faft, and
orderM Publick. Honours to be done to his Deliv.

Ace:
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According to the Macedonian Cuftom, he vefted him
with purple Robes, and gave him a Chain of Gold,

admitting him to the latter End o' th' Banquet, and

afterwards efteeming him above his moil familiar

Friends. 'Till fuch another Debauch as this, but

more unfortunate to Clytus, at once depriv'd him of

the King's Favour and his own Life : So inconftant is

the State of Human Greatnefs.

Sage Hamet, the Favour of Princes is like a Reed

of Egypt, which either tranfpierces him that leans

upon it ; or flinches from the Burden, and fo gives

him a Fall, which moil times plunges him o'er Head
and Ears in the choaking Mire of popular Hatred.

God grant thou may'ft never be crufhed to Death
from above, by the Weight of the Sultan's Difplea-

fure, or undermined from beneath, and fwallow'd up
in an Earthquake rais'd by the Multitude.

Paris, 1 Sth of the fib Moon,

of the Tear 1669.

LETTER X.

To Hebatolla, Mir Argun, Superior of
the Convent of Dervifes at Cogni in.

Natolia.

THOU wilt not be difpleafed to hear of a mighty
King, that laying afide his Diadem and Sceptre,

and abandoning the Height of human Glory, has con-
fecrated himfelf to a private religious Life, vowing
perpetual Poverty, Chaftity, and Obedience.

Yet this is true of John Cafimir, late King of Po-
land, who'from a fovereign Monarch is become aa
humble Subject, and having for&keu the Pleafures

and
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and Magnificences of his Royal Palace, voluntarily

confines himfelf to the narrow Circum fiances and
Aufterities of a monaftick Life.

He chofe France for the Place of his Retreat from
his own Kingdom ; and the Abbey of St Germain* near

Paris as his Sanctuary from all worldly Affairs. He
was magnificently received and entertained in every

City through which he pafs'd. And on the 4th of

the nth Moon, he made his firft Entry into the

Mofque or Church of the Convent, where he made
his Vows in Quality of Abbot, or Superior of that

Houfe : For which they folemnly fung their Te

Deum, or a Song of Praife to God. And the Court
of France feems to be proud of the Honour this

Prince has done it, in retiring hither, and making it

the Theatre of fuch pious Refolves, the laft Stage of

his Pilgrimage on Earth, where he will bid adieu

to the vain Pageantries of Honour, Wealth, and
Empire"; and having fliaken off the glittering Burden
cf a Crown, with all the other Clogs of elevated

Mortality, he will the eafier climb to Paradife.

- Abftracling from the particular Superftitions of the

Nazarenes, I cannot but commend the fage Under-
taking of King Cafimir ; who in this feems to outgo

the noify oftentous A&ion of Adrian, one of the

Roman Emperors ; For he only once celebrated in

outward Pomp his own Funeral, by Way of Type
or Figure ; making a fplendid Cavalcade, before

which his Coffin was carried in a Kind of Mock-
Triumph : As if, after all his Victories, at laft he

had led Death himfelf Captive. Whereas this hin-

der'd not, but that he returned again to the Vanities

which in this publick Emblem he feem'd to defpife ;

and from a Dramatick Conqueror, he became a real

Slave. His perfonated Mortification in the Streets

ended in his ordinary Paffions at home : And he had

a ftronger Inclination to the Bed of Voluptuoufnefs

at Night, than he feemed to have by Day to his

Grave.

But



Vol. VII. a Spy at? aris. 115
But this Heroick King of the Poles is really gone

into his Sepulchre. [For no better is a Monaftery

in my Opinion.] He has tranflated the Seat and
Throne of" his Kingdom to a Tomb ; not for Three
or Four Hours, to make a Shew, but there really

to lead a dying Life, or living Death ; and reign

in funeral Majefty all the reft of his Days. For to

be thus Reclufe from the World, is to be buried

alive.

O Venerable and Benign Dervi/e, pardon the fa-

vourable Opinion I have of this Chrijlian Monarch.
I do not patronize his Errors in applauding his Vir-

tue. Befides, it is the general Faith of Muffulmans,

That, let a Man be a Chrijlian, a Jeiu, or Pagan,

provided he lives up to the beft Light he has, he mall

be faved. And the holy Prophet himfelf gave us

Encouragement to believe fo.

Thou wilt at leaft conclude this King to be more
pious and worthy of Praife, than one of his Prede-

ceffors, who ufurp'd the Polijb Crown. This was Via-

dijlaus V, who having enter'd into a folemn League

with one of our former Sultans living in his Time,
and taken an Oath thereupon, giving alfo the Eucha-

rifi (or that which they efteem the Body of Chrift)

in Hoftage ; yet foon after broke the Articles that he
had fign'd and fworn to, and for the Performance of

which he had pawn'd his God.
This fo provok'd the Grand Signior, that he had

recourfe to his Arms for Juftice, and invaded Poland

with a mighty Force. To repel which, Uladijlaus

alfo levied an Army, and met him in the Field. But
juft as they were going to give Battle, the Sultan took
out of his Bofom the pawn'd Eucbarijl, with the Ca-
pitulations, agreed upon, and fworn to between them.

Then holding the Wafer in one Hand, and the Articles

in the other, he cried out, in the Hearing of both.

Armies; ** O thou Crucified Govt of the ChriJUans,
" behold thy perfidious Adorers, who have given
" thee to me as a Pledge of their Faith and Truth in

" what they have fworn ; yet in a moft impious
" Manner
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" Manner they have violated their Oath. If thou
" art a God, chaftife them now by my Means, for

" their abominable Perjury, and Prcphanation of thy
" Name." liis Prayer was heard of Heaven : For
the vi&orious Qfmans gave a total Overthrow to the

Infidels : and that blafphemous Prince was himfelf

kill'd in the Battel.

Whatever various Forms of Religion there be in

the World ; we know there is but One 'True God,

Creator of Heaven and Earth, Confervator and Gover-

nor of Men. He connives at the invincible Ignorances.

Frailties, and Infirmities of our Mortal Race. He
accepts the good Works and fincere Vows of Pagans

and the Uncircumcifed, as well as thofe of the True
Believers, and Followers of the Prophet. But he

abhors and punifhes all Injuftice, Perjury, Treafon,

bcth in One and the Other. For he has no partial

Regards for this Nation or Perfon, more than that.

They are ail equally the Works of his Hands ; and
his Care is alike over all.

The Sun runs from the Eaft to the Weft : In his

daily Circuit he illuminates and warms this Hemi-
fphere ; and by Night our Antipodes enjoy his Favours

and welcome Influences. At one time of the Year

he comforts the North, at another he revives the South.

There is no Part of the Globe, which in due Seafon

does not rejoice in his all-chearing Beams.

The Moon never flacks or deviates from her wonted

Courfe j but from the Crefcent to the Wane, obferves

the Laws of him that made her. She is exact in

timing the Flux and Reflux of the Sea : And fhe guides

the wandring Mariners by Night. The Inhabitants

of the Arclick and Antarfiick Circles wait for her Light,

when the Sun abfents himfelf for half the Year. As
foon as they fee the Chariot of Diana appear on the

Road of their Heaven, every Man claps his Hands for

Joy. They roufe from their domeftick Dulnefs and
Melancholy ; they come out of their Dens and Caves.

With Dances and Songs they welcome the Approach
of the beautiful Goddefs i knowing that flxe is but a

fecond



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. i 17
fecond Remove from the Eternal Light ; the Mirror

of the Sun, in which that glorious Planet may fee

his Face ; in vvhofe, by Reflexion, we fee the Face

of God.
So do the Stars keep on their various Trayerfes

through the Heavens. Each Conftellation faithfully

maintaining its Poll ; each Planet purfuing its Road.

Whilft all together, at fo vaft a Diftance, appear a

flying Camp, never fetting up their bright Pavilions

but by Night, and in the Morning taking them
down again. This may be called the Army of Hea-

ven, the Holt of God, embattel'd in the Firmament,

to guard his Friends on Earth, and to chaftife his

Enemies.

To defcend lower yet into our Sublunary Elements

;

we find the Rain, Hail, Snow, Winds, Thunder,

Lightning, and otherMeteor?, are impartially fcatter'd

up and down, the Climates of the Earth ; I do not

mean by Chance, but by the Univerfal Providence

which governs all Things, As the Alcoran expreiles

it : " 'Tis he direcls the Seminal and Prolihck
•« Showers to Barren and Defart Places : Doubtlefs
41 this is a Sign of his Divine Unity.

In fine all Provinces and Corners of the Earth

bring forth their proper Fruits in Seaion. And the

Negroes of Africk and America, though grofs Idola-

ters, and fome of them worfhipping Infernal De-
mons, yet enjoy God's Bleflings, and live as plentiful-

ly, with as much Content and Joy, as we that adore

his Eternal Unity.

Every Nation takes up their Religion on the Credit

of their Priefts ;. and fo long as they obferve the Na-
tural and Moral Law imprinted in their Hearts, the

indulgent Judge and Father of Men will difpenfe

with thofe that err, in Obedience to the Pofitive

Laws of their Nation : For Sedition is like Magick,
odious to God and Man, and equally liable to Uni-
verfal Punilhment.

Once more, O pious Father of the Dervi/es, I beg

of thee to pardon the Freedom I take, in difcourfing

of



1 1

8

Letters writ by Vol. VI I.

of Religious Matters in thy Prefence, who art a Light

to the Blind, a Guide to thofe that err ; a Refolver

of Doubts, an Arbitrator of difficult Queftions ; the

only Oracle of thy Province.

I endeavour not to inform thee, but to difentangle

myfelf from Error ; and teftify, that tho' I honour
God and his Prophet, yet I think there is no need of

a Falfhood to defend the Truth.

Paris, 7th of the 2d Moon,

of the Year 1670.

LETTER XI.

To Ufeph, Baffa.

DEATH has of late celebrated a triple Triumph in

the Court of France ; having led away Captives

to the invifible World, the Cardinal Duke olVendofme^

a Duchefs of the fame Title, and Henrietta Maria,
late Queen of Great Britain, being the Relict of
King Charles I, and youngeft Daughter to Henry IV
of France.

Thou may'ft alfo report to the Divan, that Cafimir,
late King of Poland, is now at this Court ; having left

Poland, as foon as he faw Prince Wiefnovjifii elected

his Succeffor. The Dukes of Lorrain and Ne-jcburgh

had feverally laid claim to that Crown, and levy'd

Armies apart, in order to make good their Pretenfi-

ons. But the Polanders being aware of it, were re-

folv'd not to bring themfelves under the Jurifdiction

of any Foreigner, fo long as there was a Prince of

their own Nation capable of the Dignity ; and one
who being the Son of King Cafimir, feems to have

the beft Title to his Father's Throne, whofe Virtues

he inherits.

Here
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Here is alfo arriv'd the Prince of Tufcany, who

has travell'd through all Europe, and takes France as

the laft Kingdom in his Return Homewards : Pro-

tefting he does this in good Manners, as preferring

France to all the Nations in Cbrijleudom. Indeed, he
could do no lefs, in good Manners, than make this

Apology, which yet founds very flat to a Court fo

refined as this ; which might have expecled his fir (I

Vifit, as a Token of his Regard ; fince, tho' in Do-
meftick Procefiions, Entries, and Cavalcades, thofe

of higheft Dignity take the lail Place ; yet in foreign

Embaffies and Voyages, it is ufual for Princes to ad-

drefs to thofe firft, for whom they have the greateft

Efleem.

The Politicians here keep very fecret the News
that comes from Candy, which makes all Men con-

clude, 'tis none of the moil profperous. 'Tis gene-

rally reported for a Truth, That Admiral Beaufort is

either kill'd or taken Prifoner by the Ottomans ; and
that the French have loft near Two Thoufand Men in

this Undertaking.

I wonder why the Painters always defcribe Death
in the Form of a naked Skeleton, a ftarv'd Syftem of

dry Bones. Whereas one would think, he ought to

be pourtray'd as a Monfter, a Miracle of Fatnefs

;

fince he is the greateft Glutton in the World, hourly

gormandizing on all Manner of Flefti, and is the very

Original, Univerfal Cannibal of Nature, who from
the Beginning of the World has feafted himfelf with

human Bodies. But perhaps he has a bad Digeftion,

and none of all his raw and bloody Diet will afford

Nutriment enough to form fo much as a poor Skin to

cover his Nakednefs ; And therefore 'tis he is always
drawn in this lean Figure.

Courteous BaJ/a, fuffer me from this vain Jeft to

fall into a ferious Reflection on our Mortality, and
the frail State of Human Race.

Man is but a foetid Vapour, firft exhaled from the

Earth, and afterwards advancing, is condens'd to a

Cloud, that fo his Fikhinefs may be concealed under

the
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the Covert of a Skin, there in Secret to engender a

Thoufand Meteors of fiery Paffions, Lulls, Concu-

pifcences, and extravagant Thoughts : Which in time

burft forth, and trouble all the World: Yet end at

laft in empty Smoak, Rain, Hail, or Wind, and are

extinct almoft as foon as they were form'd.

The Elements of which we are compounded, may
ferve a> Mirrors to reprefent the conflant Mutability

of our Nature. So the devouring Fire, when all its

Fuel is fpent, decays and dies. Earth, Air, and
Water, all are fubjett to Corruption, and from

thence our Generation takes its Rife : Likewife thither

we return again. This is the Eternal Circle of Na-
tural Products'. The Trees, the Flowers, with all the

Vegetable Race ; the Birds, Beafts, and Fifties, with

every Species of Animals, are fo many Remembran-
cers of our Mortality. Which Way foe'er we turn

our Ejes, they are prefented with freih Images of

Human Weaknefs ; and the very Breath which does

prolong our Life, helps equally to fhorten it, fince

every Refpiration carries away fome Portion of our

Subftance. Our finer Particles gradually vanifti into

Smoak and Air, whilft the more grofs Remainder

fcums off in noifome Excrements : And if there ap-

pear a Shew of any Thing folid in us at our Death,

'tis foon reduc'd to Afhes, Dirt, or Worms. Our
Bodies, of which we make fo great Account whilft,

living, are loft in the Abyfs of Univerfal Matter

foon after Death.

What were the greateft Prince the happier, tho'

he poflefs'd the whole Circumference of this Globe ?

*Tis but a mighty Heap of Dirt or Dung, perpetually

exhaling or crumbling away : 'Tis one of the Diihes

which compofe the Banquet of all-devouring Time.

And whilft the infulting Monarchs of the Earth

trample on it in Difdain, fpreading their Armies far

and wi(K', and boafting that their Empires have no

Bounds ; each does but haften to be (but up himfelf

within a little, obfcure, and putrid Hole, not much
furpafiirg the Limits of a Mole-hill.

Great
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Great Bafa, Let not the Honours and Dignities

thou poffeiielt, make thee forget the Miferies to

which thou art liable each Hour : But, remember

thou art a Man.

Paris, the 6th of the w th Moon,

of the Tear 1669.

LETTER XII.

To the Kaimacham.

HE R E is arrivM a Mutafzraca, call'J So
fyman

Ifmael, with Exprcfles from the Grand \

'Tvvas no fmall Refreihment to fee his publick En-
try, which appear'd iikea little Epitome of the MuJjfuU

man Grandeur and Magnificence. The young Rabble

were as curious to be Spectators of the Eaitern Ca-

valcade, as the Romans were fond of beholding the

Secular Plays, which were exhibited but once in

an Age. Nay, People of all Ranks, Ages, and
Qualities, fill'd the Streets, the Windows, and Bat-

tlements of their Houfes : Some, becaufe they never

faw fuch a Sight before; others, defpairing that they

fhould live long enough to be Witneiles of fuch an-

other.

Yet with all their Curiofity, none but the Minifters

of State are able to dive into the lead Secret of his

Inftru&ions. Thefe willingly communicate the

Titles which that great Arbiter of the Earth gives

the French King. That fo not only his Subjects, but

neighbouring Nations may conceive the profounder

Veneration for him, without penetrating the Mea-
fures he takes. This is an Artifice common to all

. to turn tlie bell Side outermoft ; only the

Hollanders excepted, who in the Days of their Revolc

from the King of Spain, co.:!u not io much as put a

G good
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good Face upon a bad Matter : But were forc'd to

cxpofe their Poverty and Nakednefs, as well as fufFer

tinder it ; addreffing themfelves to Elizabeth, then

Queen of England, in the Character of The Poor

Diftreffed States of Holland, ^nd fo begging her Af-

fiftance.

However, Soljman has faithfully imparted to me
his Affairs, as I have leafon to believe. He is too well

born and bred, pofleffes more Reafon and Wit, than

to amufe the Old Man in the Cajfock. (fo they call me
here in the Streets, who know me not by any other

Character ; fo private is Mahmut in Paris, at this

Hour, notwithftanding all his pubiick Sufferings.)

I efteem 1/mael as one fit to reprefent the Grand
Signiers Perfon, among better People than Infidels :

Yet, I tell thee, the French are the moft refin'd of all

the Weftern Giafers.

lfniatl underftands the Force of the Civil Laws,
which he learn'd from Juflinian's Code, and other

Bocks. For he is perfect in Greek and Latin, and

has beftow'd fome Years in reading their Books, both

Prints and Manufcripts.

He makes a very perfonable Figure, being tall,

full-body'd, well-fhap'd, and not of an ugly Face,

which is enough to be faid of a Man deiign'd for

Bufinefs, and not only for Love. He is never in

danger of falling under Cato'% Cenfure, who feeing

two AmbafTadors fent from Rome to a foreign State,

one of which had his Head fo little, that it could

hardly be diftinguifhed from that of an Owl ; and the

other fuch a Cripple, that he could not walk without

Stilts ; cry'd out, Here's an EmbaJJy which has neither

Head nor Tail.

And then, our Muta-faraca is rich : He fupports

the Charges of his Commiffion with extraordinary

Munificence. His Houfe is already become the Sanc-

tuary of all the diftrefs'd Levantines, whether Greeks,

Armenians, or Followers of the Prophet : And he fpeaks

French as readily as a Native. Yet he diuembles his

Expertnefs in that Language, to keep up the State

and
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and Refervednefs of the Ottoman Empire, which dif-

dains to condefcend to any other Speech than Turkijh

or Arabick. Befides, he has the Advantage, by thus

artificially fhutting his Ears, that he can at one
Time both Hear and be Deaf ; Underftand and be

Ignorant of whatfoever is faid by the Spies of the

French King. And this is no fmall Gift in a Alan

of his Character and Truft : For he had need of an

Angel, or a Devil at his Elbow, that thinks to over-

reach this Court.

Above all, I believe our Sofyman will never be guilty

of the Error committed by the AmbaiTadors fent from
Tenedos to one of the Roman Emperors : I'm fure he
is not yet. For thofe Gentlemen had feen the Death
of the Emperor's Sou, Eleven Moons, and Fourteen

Days, as the Story fays, "before they knew 'twas their

Duty to make an Acdrefs of Condolance : Or, ac

leaft, before they call'd it to mind ; for they were

drown'd in the Roman Luxury. So that, when they

came to perform that Devoir, the Emperor could not

forbear to feoff at them in thefe Terms : / much la-

ment, faid he, the Fate of the Renowned Hector, your

Countryman and Champion, <vjhom Achilles the Grecian

kiWd above a thcufand Tears ago.

I fpeak this in a particular Regard to Solyman's De-
portment here. For, when he fir it came to this

Court, he found them all in Mourning for the Death,

of the King's Aunt, the late Queen of England, and
of other High Perfonages, (particularly thofe thac

were flain in the late Action at Candia) whereof I

have already given an Account to the Sublime Port!

in anoth:.. Letter. Without Inllruclions, he very de-

murely accofted the King, and told him, " There
" could be no Dunalma in the Ottoman Empire, for

**; the late Succefs at Candia, fo long as the French
" Court were Mourners."

This was a fenfible Touch to thofe that under-

flood it ; and from that Moment, the Grandees and
Minifters of State have made a Difference in their

Entertainment of this ingenious Muta-fataca, and
G z that
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that which they ufed to give the Cbiaufes formerly

fent from the Porte.

I can afl'ure thee, he is, at the fame Time, very

blunt and very elegant in his Difcourfe. There's

Fire in every Word he utters, to warm and refrelh,

if they take it at a due Diltance, but if they ap-

proach too near, he fcorches their Spirits, and puts

them into a Choler they dare not fhew. They con-

fume inwardly in their own Defpight : Yet cannot

help themfelves.

Doubtlefs, the King of France is the greateft Mo-
narch, the moil powerful and victorious Prince in

Chrifetndom, the only invincible Emperor of the

Weftern Franks. Yet he veils to our Majeftick Sove-

reign, Lord of the whole Earth. And our Eunuch
will not part with a Tittle of his Mailer's Honour,
or give any Advantage by an Eafinefs worthy of

Blame, in a Cafe that may be turn'd to a Precedent.

He is very happy in his Repartees, as thou wilt

perceive by the Anfwer he gave to a French Lord
yefterday, when he afk'd him, Whether he thought

it not a Violation of the Civil Law, for Ambafladors

to be imprifoned, as they often are at the Ottoman

Porte? No, (fays Solyman) it is not, where the Am-
bajfador is guilty of Treafon, or Crimen laefae Majeflatis.

But, if it were, you Frenchmen have the leaf Reafon

to accufe us of it ; fence weftfe learrid this Maximfrom
the Backfede ofyour Salique Law, where it is endorsed.

And then he produced twenty feveral Inftances of this

Kind in the Court of France.

In a word, Solyman has hitherto acquitted himfelf

with marvellous Succefs in every Thing; tho' the

French Grandees often fet upon him, to try what
Metal he is made of ; having generally a mean Opi-

nion of Muffulmans, becaule Learning is fo little

countenanc'd among us.

I have no Matter of News to acquaint thee with,

fava that a violent Plague broke forth not long ago at

Soijbns ; and a terrible Earthquake in Sicily, frighted

the Inhabitants of Cutanea, and the adjacent Towns
from
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from their Habitations ; after one whole Village had
been fwallovved up.

Thofe who were curious to pry into the Caufe of
thefe particular Convulfions, and that affrighting

Overthrow, perceiv'd, after diligent Search, that it

proceeded from a new Eruption, or Breach in Mount
Gibel, about two Miles from Catanea: Where the

horrid Chafm vomited forth Floods of Fire, with
flaming Stones ; which being carried violently thro'

the Air, for the Space of near a League round about,

at laft fell down in flaming Showers or Cataracts,

producing fad and calamitous Effects in the neigh-

bouring Country.

Serene Minifter, it is evident, that the Judgments
of God are upon thefe 'Infidels : Yet, they will not

be converted from their Errors and Vices. They
have felt the fame Tempeft of Fire which over-

whelmed the Nine Cities of the Lake dfphaltites :

Yet, they remain infenfible and obdurate : Surely,

they will be exterminated from the Earth.

Paris, 4//; of the \ zth Moon,

of the rear 1669.

The END of the Second Book,
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LETTER I.

To Mehemet, an ExiFd Eunuch, at

Alcair in Egypt.

E no longer melancholy, my Friend,

nor fink under the Burthen of thy

Misfortunes. Give not thy Enemies

an Occalion of double Triumph, in,

that they have driven thee from thy

felf, as well as from the Grand Signiors

happy Prefence. Thou haft Money and Jewels enough

left to purchafe thee a competent Felicity any where.

Or, at leaft, thou haft Virtue, which renders every

Place a Paradife. Aflbciate thyfelf with the other

Exiles lrf that City, Viflims to a Royal Caprice ;

fuffer'd with all their immenfe Riches, to make a

pompaus and magnificent Entry into that Metropolis

of Egypt ; but foon after ftrippM of all their Wealth,

and
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and facrificed to the Court-Avarice. So were the

confecrated Bulls of old, drefs'd up in (lately Equi-

page, their Horns and Hoofs all gilded over with
Gold, adorrfd with Ribbons of collly Silk, their Bo-
dies cover'd over with Mantles of Brocade and Tiffue,

embroider'd with Pearls and precious Stones, and
trailing on the Pavements of Apollo 's Temple ; whilft

the Priefls flood ready at the Altar to difpatch whole
Hecatombs of thefe gay Sacrifices.

Your Cafe is not fo bad at Caire, in that your
Lives are fpar'd, and you at Liberty to carve new
Fortunes to yourfelves, where-e'er you pleafe. You
ought to aid and counfel one another in your Misfor-

tunes. It is a Comfort to the Miferable, to have
Companions in their fad Eftate. . Insinuate thyfelf

into the BaJJa\ Favour. He may do fomething to

alleviate thy Grief. He'll meafure thy Circtim (lances

by his own ; confidering that he has but three Years
to enjoy his prefent Wealth and Grandeur.

Go to the banifh'd Mufti, if he be living at Caire ;

defire his Spiritual Advice : Perhaps thou may'ft re-

ceive into the Bargain fome temporal Advantage
from it. He has a greater Influence on fome of the

Egyptian Beys, than the Grand Sigtiior has himfelf

:

You are all alike embark'd in one Affliction, whofe
Eflence does confifl in being degraded from your
former Honours, (though in different Degrees) and
being feparated from your Friends, that bafk in

the immediate Luflre of Imperial Dignity. It is

your Bufinefs therefore now, to find out fome new
Source of Happinefs : To make new Friends,

fince you have loft the old ; or, at lead, to prop up
one another by a mutual Friendfhip, not to be
broke or diffipated, but by a Delliny equal to the

former. And then you have no more to do, but
profecute your feveral Interefts, and be refign'd to
Fate.

As for thee, I am particularly follicitous ; being
cngag'd together from our Youth, by a reciprocal

Participation of good Offices, which was the Effect

G 4 of
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of a deep-rooted and ftrong Sympathy. The Agree-
ablenefs of Humour united firft our Souls, and taught

us the myfterious Lefibns of Platonick Love. We
faw each other, and were ftraight infpir'd with facred

Inclinations. My Eye no fooner fix'd on thine, but

through that Perfpedlive, I could fee the inward
Virtue of thy Soul, which immediately produced a

Ventilation in my Breaft : And I foon found our
Hearts bore Time to one another. This generous

Paffion afterwards increafed as we grew up ; and what
it loft of its firft Violence, it gain'd by acquiring a

more lafting Strength, more durable Integrity, and
conftant Faithfulnefs. Our Joys and Griefs were
ftill the fame. No profperous or adverfe Fortune
could ever change our Minds, to warp us either to

Flattery or Contempt : But with an even Mind we
flill fuftain'd the different Accidents of human Life,

and propp'd up one another with a right Affedlion ;

"till 'twas the Will of Fate to feparate us, 1 being

made a Slave in Sicily, whilft thou enjoyeft the Smiles

and Favours of thy Infant-Fortune, which introduced

thee firft to the Serail. Afterwards, I gain'd my
Freedom, and return'd to the Imperial City, and to

the Palace of the Sultan. But was not fuffer'd long
to enjoy that Happinefs, being appointed for this

hazardous Poft in Pan's.

I tell thee, Mehemet, I reckon my Cafe far worfe

than thine, in that I am forced to take my conftant

Refidence up amongft thefe Infidels. Could my pro-

pitious Stars encourage me but with thefmalleft Hopes
to change my prefent Courfe of Life, I'd ne'er repine

at what was paft, but pleafe myfelf with flattering

Profpefls of fome future and unknown Felicity. But
to be irrevocably chain'd down to the Oar, without a

Glimpfe of any Sign that I fhall ever be reliev'd, is

worfe than Death itfelf.

Whereas, on the other Side, thou art difpos'd of

in the happieft Region of the Earth ; Egypt, the

Mother of Sciences, the Midwife of Celeftial Secrets,

the Nurfe of Sages, Saints, and Prophets ; the Gra-

nary
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nary of the Muffulman Empire ; and the Refuge of

Diftrefl'ed Mortals. Oh ! Mehemet, prize the vaft

Advantage thou haft of me, and others of thy Fel-

low-Slaves. Improve thy Privilege and Opportunity

of ranging where thou lift. Go, vifit all the Anti-

quities of Egypt, and trace her Borders to the Weft;

and South. If this will not divert thy Melancholy,

go farther yet, and fearch the mighty Catara&s of
the Nile, which deafen Mortals with their Fall. Go
view the Mountains of the Moon in Ethiopia : Or,
fee the Defolation of the fmoaky Vale, and of the

Cities, whnfe Inhabitants were in a Minute meta-

morphos'd into the Stones, as a Memorial of eternal

Vengeance againft crying Sins.

But, after all, my Mehemet, depart not from thy

Reafon, Loyalty, and Faith. For thefe are Armour-
Proof againft the Aflaults of Chance and Delliny,

of Men and Devils, of Earth and Hell. And when
thy Travels are finifhed here on Earth, thofe Virtues

will not fail to carry thee to Heaven.

Paris, $tb of the j^th Moon,

of the Year 1670.

LETTER II.

To the fame.

I
Cannot forbear giving ihee the Trouble of another

Letter by this Poft, that I may yet more encourage

thee to a virtuous Resignation to the Will of Fate,

which thou knoweft is inexorable.

There is an eternal Law fix\i in the Unlverfe,

which admits of no Repeal. No Prayers or Tears
of paifionate Mortals ; no Vows, Alms, Pilgrimages,

0/ any other fupererogating Works, can move the

G 5 Deftinie*.
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Deftinies. They are more inflexible than the Judges
of the old Athenian Areopagus. And the unchangeable
Edifls of the Median Empire might fooner be reverfed,

than the Decrees of Fate.

If thou couldft make Corban with an hundred thou-

fand Sheep, and feed the Poor of all the Eaft, ac-

cording to the Mujfulman Praftice ; or facrifice as

many Bulls after the Fafhion of the antient Gentiles ; •

couldft thou monopolize all the Aromaticks of the

Orient, to compound the moll exalted Incenfe, and
make a Pyramid of odoriferous Smoke afcend high
as the Shadow of the Earth at Midnight, whereby the

Heaven of Heavens fhould be all perfam'd, and
every lleeping Deity fhould be awaken'd by the

fragrant Smell ; couldfi thou bribe the Choirs above,

to tune the Spheres anew, and raife the fweeteft

Harmony that ever reach'd the Eternal Senfe ; yet

ajl would not prevail to alter the Refolves of Hea-
ven, or re-inflate thee in thy former Honour. No !

my Mebemet, thou art loft for ever at the Serai/ :

The Face of Things is chang'd, fince thou haft

been in Egypt. Thy Friends are all difperfed abroad

in the World, or dead ; which is but another

Kind of Separation. There are no Hopes now left

thee, of ever returning again to that proud City,

which inherits the Character of ancient Rome, The

Lady of the Earth. I wilh the Roman Luxury be not

alike entail'd.

Rouze up, my Friend, and look not on thy State,

through the deceitful Opticks of thy Paflion ; but let

Reafon light the Proffeft. Thou wert before a Slave ;

jijow thou art free and Mafler of thyfelf. However,,
to rid thee of the very Idea, or fancy'd Mifery, I

counfel thee once again, to travel.

Go, make the fpeedieft Retreat thou canft out of
the Limits of the Ottoman Empire, that thou may*ft

forget thy Cares and Fears. Take not the Way by
Barbary, nor covet to fee the Place where ancient

Carthage was fkuated ; be not curious to enquire after

Queen Dido, jEneas, or Hannibal; or to hear fome

Stories
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Stories of the famous Sciph. Nor would I counfe!

thee to pafs the Kingdoms of Morocco and Fez. For,

tho' thofe Realms pay no Obedience to the Sultan, yet

they are his Allies ; and that Reflection will always*

keep thee in Pain. Befides, the Sight of Mujfulmant

will terrify thy Mind, and fill thee with a thoufand

Apprehenfions.

Go rather the direcleft Way thou can'ft, unto the

Kingdoms of the Negroes, or Black People inhabiting

the Torrid Zone. But, take this Rule : Be fure to

coaft along the River Nile, as near as the Roads of

Jfrick will permit : That fo thou mayeft avoid the

horrible and affrighting Defarts of Lybia, Nubia, and

Zanfar, with other inhofpitable mountainous Parts

between the Tropick of Cancer and the Equinox. For,

thou wilt not find it very pleafant to encounter and
converfe with none but Dragons, Bafilifks, and other

Montters of thofe Regions. And yet, for ought I

know, 'tis better, than to fall into the Hands of hu-

man Savages.

I know not how to give a general Charafter of

the Southern Blacks ; fince every Province varies in

its particular Principles, Cuftoms, Laws, and Infti-

tutions. The Abyfftnes are Cbrijlians ; fo are the In-

habitants of Congo, Songo, Angola, and other Coun-
tries bordering on the Upper ^Ethiopia. Thofe that

dwell along the Red Sea, are generally Malxmetans.

They difcourfe alfo of a very populous Country
thereabouts, pofTefs'd by Jews alone. And there are

Authors who affert a Female Kingdom, a Nation of

Jmazons. 'Tis certain, on the Weftern Side they are

all Pagans.

It will be worth thy Labour to obferve the diffe-

rent Humours of thefe People, and make comparifon

between the antient and this modern Gentilifm ', to>

abftraft their Morah from their Supeftitions : And
tell me then, whether they do not better deferve

the Title of True BeltiK'ers, than we Mujfulmans s

fiuce they aft according 10 their Faith, whereas we
go by a quite contrary Method. They believe no

CJ 6 other

\
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other Gods but their domeftick Priefts, and thefe they

never willingly offend. Whereas, whilft we profefs

the Eternal Unity, we fcruple not to fin againft him
every Hour. They circumcife, wafh, pray, abftain

from Meats, give Alms as well as we. Their Juftice

is as Ariel, their Mercy fbft as curs. In fine, they

are Men differing from us only in Colour, Education,

and the peculiar Maxims of their Country, which
they rigoroufly obferve, and hope for Happinefs

thereby, as we do by obeying the Law brought down
from Heaven.

Mehemet, Our Holy Prophet has faid, " Thatwho-
'* foever lives innocently, and does Juftice, whether
" he be a Chr'tftian, Jew, or Pagan, fhall be faved
** as well as his Difciples." Therefore in all thy

Travels, defpife not any Man for his Religion, be it

never fo ridiculous in Appearance ; provided he be

good and honeft in his Converfation ; much lefs con-

temn thqfe Africans for their Colour ; fince black and
white are all alike to him, who firft gave Man the

Power* to know the Difference.

Mehemet, If thou accepteft my Advice, take alfo

say Wifh.es for thy good Voyage and Profperity.

Paris, the $tb of the \th Moon,

of the Year 1670.

ft

,v T

LETTER
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LETTER III.

To the Mufti, Venerable Patron of
Learning and Knowledge.

FROM thy Clemency I will not fear a Charge of

Negligence, in that I have deiay'u to perform

the Talk thou enjoinedit me. Thou know'ft my Cir-

cumftances, and wilt confider, That tho' I have

read Books, yet I have not a Library of my own.
'Tis true, I often frequent thofe of this City, but my
Seafons are limited either to thofe Hours when the

Libraries are open'd, or to thofe I can fpare from

the Affairs of my Commiffion. I cannot ferve the

Grand Signior, and follow my Studies both at once :

Yet I have outpafs'd Frugality, and turn'd a Niggard
of my Time, that I might obey the great Oracle of

True Believers, and promote a Work, for which I

have fo paffionate a Regard.

The enclofed Paper contains the Size of the Vo-
lume, which I conceive will be mod proper for fo

great a Work, with the Contrivance of the Pages,

which I have divided into Columns, that fo the Yeara

of the World, the Date of the Olympiads, with

other remarkable jEreCs, may be rank'd in Order,

each parallel with the reft, and all with the Matter

treated of at fuch a Time.
This I have done in the enclofed Paper, not

thinking it proper to interrupt the Series of my Let-

ter with a blank Scheme, which is for the Ufe of

the Compilers ; but to prefent thee with a transient

View of the four Monarchies, which have made fuch

a Noife in the World ; wherein thou needed not

fear the Fatigue of a tedious continued Hiflory j for

I defign only to cull out fuch PafTages as are moil di-

verting, and worthy of Perufal.

T©
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To begin then with the Jjfirian Monarchy, which
was the firit of the four : This Nation was, for a
great while, contented with its own Bounds, with-

out feeking to encroach on the Territories of others.

And N.nus was the firft of the Affyrian Kings, who
enlarged his Dominions by Conqueft. He fubdu'd the

greateft Part of Ajta, and rais'd AJJyria to the Title

of an Empire.

After his Death, Semiramis his Wife took upon her

the Government, counterfeiting the Perfon of Ninyas

his Son, who was yet but a Child. She wore the

Habit of a Man, and, being like her Son, pafs'd for

him, as the lawful Succeffor, unfufpeded. This Virago

enlarg'd the Coriquefts of her Hufband, and fpread her

Empire from India to jEthiopia ; and, to lay the Foun-

dation of an immortal Fame, fhe built Babylon.

To her, fucceeded Ninyas her Son, of whom no-

thing is remarkable but his Effeminacy. For neglect-

ing the Affairs of War, he fpent all his Time among
his Concubines. And the fame Stain is faflen'd on
his SuccefTors, even to Sardanapalus ; in whofe Death
the Affyrian Monarchy fuffer'd an Interruption, being

cantoniz'd into petty Royalties by the Governors of

Provinces. Among whom, thofe who affum'd the

Crown of Babylon were of mod Note, in regard they

firft recover'd the broken Empire to its old Grandeur
and Unity.

By a Succeffion therefore of many Kings, in refe-

rence to whofe Aclions Hiftory is filent, the Monarchy
defcended to Merodac Baladan : In whofe Days hap-

pen'd that wonderful Retrogradation of the Sun, men-
tion'd by Hebrew Writers and others, which occafion'd

thofe famous Controverfies among the Philofophers

and Aftronomers of that Age, mention'd in the

Perfian Chronicles. For they obferving, that not

only the Sun, but the whole Planetary Syftem, and

all the fixed Stars went back at the fame Time, or

at leaft feemM to do fo, began to revive that curious

Queftion, about the Motion of the Earth, which

the Chaldeans, and Gymnofopbljls of India had ftartcd

before.
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before, when the Sun and Moon Hood ftill at the

burning of Ida. And it was concluded by fome of

them, That the Motion of the Earth being granted,

its ftanding ftill, or going back at thefe extraordinary

Times, would folve all the Aftronomical Appearances

better, and in a more natural Way, than by fuppofing

fuch a prodigious Stop to be put to the whole Ccele-

ftial Frame at one Time, or that the everlafting Spheres

ftiould be rolPd backwards at the other.

This Difpute was the Occafion of that famous

Conflux cf the Eaftern Sages to Babylon, mentioned

in the Perjtan Poets and Hiltorians. For Baladav
being very inquifitive after Knowledge, and particu-

larly defirous to be informed in the Grounds of this

preternatural Appearance, fent Meflengers into India,

Egypt, Perfia, and all Kingdoms, where Learning

flourifh'd ; inviting the Aftrologers, Priefts, Magici-

ans, Prophets, and all that had the Character of Wife
Men, to come to his Court of Babylon, where they

were magnificently entertain'd ; and when they had

fully fatisfied all the King's Demands, he fent them
away laden with Gifts and Vrefents, every Man to his

own Country.

Arkianit! fucceeded Baladan in the Kingdom of Ba-
bylon, in whofe Time Ecbatan was built. To him
fucceeded Belitbus, slpbronadius, Rigibelus, MeJJijjimir-

dacus ; after whom the Kingdom was again tranflated

to the JJyrians, in the Reign of Efcbarhaddon, in the

3333d Year of the World, and the 24th Olympiad.

During the Empire of this Efcbarhaddon the AJfyrian

Monarch, Chalcedon that lies over-againft the Imperial

City, was built by the Tbracians, in the" 25th Olynv
piad, and the 3329th Year of the World.
To Efcbarhaddon fucceeded Soajdacbinus, Cbylada~

xus, Kabopolajfar ; in the Reign of which laft, Necbo,

King of Egypt, attempted to cut a Canal frcm the

Nile to the Red-Sea, wherein he employ'd an Hun-
dred and Twenty Thoufand Egyptians ; butdifcouraged

by the flow Prcgrefs they made ; and the vaft Expences

he was at, he gave it over.

This
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This Nabopolajfar, once more rais'd the Kingdom
of Babylon to an Univerfal Monarchy ; for before his

Time it had been for fome Years in the Hands of the

AJfyrians ; but he fubdu'd all Syria, Phoenicia, Judea,
and Egypt, and expell'd the Scythians out of JJia.

To him fucceeded his Son Nebuchadnezzar, who
dream'd of the four univerfal Monarchies, that were
to fucceed one another. In his Reign was born the

Grand Cyrus, who rais'd the Perjian Monarchy. Of
him it is recorded, that one Night he dream'd, The

Sun flood at his Feet, ivhom nuhen Cyrus thrice at-

tempted to lay hold on, the Sun as often difappeard

:

Wnich the Magi interpreted as a lure Sign that he
fhould reign Thirty Years ; which came to pafs ac-

cordingly.

During this Reign, there was a notable Duel fought

between Pittacus, one of the feven wife Men of Greece,

and Phrynon the moft renowned Combatant of thofe

Days ; for he always won the Prize at the Olympick
Games. He was General of the Athenians, and be-

ing pufF'd up with his conftant Succefles, he defy'd

any Man to a fingle Conrbat. Pittacus the Sage ac-

cepted the Challenge ; and when they were hotly

engag'd in the Field, he fuddenly threw a Silken Net
over Phrynon's Head, and having thus entangled him,
thruft him through with his Lance.

This was that great Nebuchadnezzar, who having

befieg'd and taken Jerufalem, burnt it down to the

Ground, raz'd the Walls, and carry'd away all the

jfews with their Riches into Captivity to Babylon.

Afterwards having conquei'd all the neighbouring

Nations ; he new-built Babylon, and enclos'd it with
three Walls : He alfo built thofe pendulous Gardens,

renowned throughout the Earth ; and made thofe

brazen Gates which were reckon'd among the Won-
ders of the World. But at length, being pufTd up
with the Thought of his magnificent Works ; he was
metamorphos'd into a Satyr or Silvan, and dwelt
fevtn Years in the Dtfarts of Arabia, being a Com-
panion of the Brutes. My Countrymen ihew the

Places
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Places of his wild Haunt to this Day, having receiv'd

it by Tradition from their Fathers. They fay alfo,

that Paremiel, the Angel of the "Woods, when the

Term of feven Years was expir'd, interceeded with

God for Nebuchadnezzar, who thereupon turn'd him
into a Man again, and reftor'd him to his Empire.

He died peaceably in the 344zd Year of the World,

and the 43d of his Reign.

To him fucceeded Evil-Merodach, Neriglijfor, Labo-

rofoarchod, and Labynitus, in whofe Time there was

"War between the Babylonians and Perjians, when Cy-

rus after many victorious Campaigns, at laft laid

Siege to Babylon, took the City, and tranflated the

Empire to the Perjians; and having fubdued all the

Weft of Jfia, even to the Red Sea, he died at Seventy

Years of Age ; commanding his Servants not to em-

balm his Body, nor ufe any coftly Pomp at his Funeral,

but burying him decently like a Man, fhould caufe

this Epitaph to be writ on his Tomb.

O Mortals, I am Cyrus who laid the

Foundation of the Perfian Monar-
chy, and was Emperor of all Afia

:

Therefore envy me not a Grave,

To him fucceeded Cambyfes his eldeft Son, who
marching with his Army into Egypt, and laying

Siege to Pelufium, caus'd a great Number of Cows,
Apes, Birds, and other Animals, to be plac'd in the

Front of his Army j knowing that the Egyptians

worfhipp'd fuch for Gods, and confequently would
forbear to fhoot their Arrows that Way : By which
Stratagem he took the City, and afterwards con-

quer'd all Egypt, carrying away many Thoufand*
Egyptians, with Foreigners refiding there,

into Captivity, among whom was Pythagoras the

Philofopher.

After
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After this, Cambyfes fent Spies under the Notion of

Ambaffadors to the King of JEthicpie, with rich Pre-

fents. But the King fulpec~ting what was their Bufi-

nefs, took a Bow in his Hand, and bent it as tho'

he ftiould fhoot; and giving it to the Spies, he bid

them carry it to their Matter, and tell him, That

when he and his Perfians had learn d to bend Bows of
that Strength, he might think of invading ./Ethiopia,

and not before ', for that the Ethiopians ixere Giants

in Vigour. And when the Spies retum'd to Cam:
there was no Man found among his Soldiers, which
was able to bend that Bow. Yet he march'd diredUy

towards JBthiopia with a great Army ; Part of which
was overwhelmed in the Sands ot the Deiiirts, to the

Number of Fifty Thoufand, and the reft being re-

due'd for want of Provifions, to a Neceffity of eating

one another ; he retum'd in a great Rage to Memphis,

where he flew Apis the God of the Egyptians, and

caus'd his Priefts to be maflacred. He alfo flew his

own Brother, and kill'd his Wife, becaufe (he mourn-
ed for him. He (hot Prexafpes thro' with an Arrow,
and commanded twelve Perjian Nobles to be buried

alive. He fet Fire to the Temples, blafphemed the

Gods, and at laft kill'd himfelf by an Accident with

his own Sword.
After his Death, the Magi crown'd one of their

own Order, and fet him on the Throne of Perfea,

giving out that he was Smerdis the younger Son of

Cyrus, who had been murder'd by the Command of

his Brother Cambyfes. And it was eafy to carry on
the Fraud, in regard the Perjian Kings rarely fufier

themielves to be feen ; which is a Cuftom, thou

know'ft obferv'd by all the Monarchs of the Eaft.

One Ofian, a Perjian Prince, firft difcovered the

Cheat, by means of his Daughter, a Concubine of the

King's : For fhe, by his Inftruftion, found out, that

the King had no Ears \ which was a convincing Ar-

gument that he was one of the Magi, whofe Ears

Cambyfes had commanded to be cut off.

This
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This OJJan drawing fix other Princes into a Con-

fpiracy, they rulh'd into the Palace, and kill'd all the

Magi, and fingled out of their own Number, one

Darius, the Son of Hyjlafpes, to fucceed in the Throne.

This was not done by Election, but by Lot : For
they agreed to meet all together, one Morning, be-

fore the Palace-Gates on Horfe-back ; and that he

whofe Horfe firit neigh'd after the Sun was up, mould
be King. This fell to Darius\ Share, by the Strata-

gem of his 'Squire or Matter of the Horfe. Then
the other Princes crown'd him, and made him fwear

by the Sun and the Fire, that he would never put them
to Death, or deny them his Pr.efence.

But Darius finding himfelf curb'd by thefe Princes,

was refolv'd to rid himfelf of fuch dangerous Com-
panions. Wherefore he caus'd a Stove to be built on
purpofe for a Banqueting- Houfe, and fo artificially

contriv'd, that the Fire-place being under the Ban-

queting-Chamber, fhould, in fo many Hours, burn

alunder the Pillars that fupported the faid Chamber,

and caufe the Floor to fall down into the Fire.

Then he invited thefe Princes to a Feaft, whi^h he

held in his Banquet-Houfe : and was merry with them.

till the Signal was given, him to depart : At which.

Time he left them in the midft of their Mirth ; and
within a while after he was gone, the Floor of the

Chamber fell down, with all that were in it, into

the Fire underneath, where the Princes were foon

confum'd to. Afhes.

After this, Darius manag'd all the Affairs of his

Empire without Controul. He rul'd over all the

Provinces of djia, from India to Ethiopia, contain-

ing above a hundred Kingdoms. He extended his

Conquefls to the Provinces of Greece ; and fetting

forth a prodigious Fleet, he fail'd into the Medi-

terranean and Archipelago : He conquer'd the Iflands

of the JEgean Sea, reduc'd Chalcedon, and all the Cities

along the HeUefpont and Propontis, even Byzantium
itfelf, the prefent Seat of our Auguft Emperors. At
length, having reigned profperoufly thirty-fix Years*

he
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he died, and left Xerxes his Son to fucceed him in the

Throne.

Thou feeft, Great Guide of the Faithful, that I
" have not yet reach'd to the End of the Perjian Mo-
narchy ; whereas 1 thought to have comprehended

all the four in one Letter; for I have only touch'd

upon the mod remarkable Paffages, omitting the

main Body of the Hiftory, which it would be too

tedious for thee to perufe.

If thou approveft what I have written, I will con-

tinue thus to abbreviate the Hiftory of the Perjian,

Macedonian, and Roman Empires in other Letters • But

if thou thinkeft what I have already writ, to be a

fufficient Model for the Compilers of an Univerfal

Hiftory, I fubmit to thy Oraculous Appointments.

In the mean time, I pray the King Eternal, who
eftablifhes and dilfolves all the Empires in the World,

and has put into the Pofltffion of the Grand Signior

thofe ample Tradls of the Eaith which formerly be-

longed to the fucceffive Monarchies ; to extend the

Limits of the Mujfulman Empire through the Five

Zonei.

Paris, 1 •jth of the Stb Moon,

of the Tear 1670.

LETTER IV.

To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale

of Sidon.

>/
1 VWAS a long Time before I could find out the

JL true Secret of human Happinefs. I have for

many Years grop'd after it in the Dark ; and when
I thought I enjoy'd a Profpeft of it, as clear as of

Things we difcern in the Light of a Mid-day Sun,

that Sun was little better than the So/ Mortuorum of

the
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the ancient Romans, whofe Beams ferv'd only to give

a faint Mock-Glimmering to the Ghofts, that wander
on this Side Charon's Ferry ; and like an Ignis fatuus

to miflead 'cm up and down the dark Suburbs of

Elyfium, the Fens and Marfhes of the Stygian Lake.

So have I ftraggled all my Life thro' unknown Ways,
feeking the Road to Heaven, yet finding nothing but

the Paradife of Fools.

Sometimes I thought by outward Works of Virtue,

to purify myfelf and gain Perfection. I was punctual

in obferving every Precept of the Law ; and perform'd

a few Acts of Supererogation. Confiding too much
in the Fidelity and inviolable Faftnefs of my Wings,
the Force of my religious Paflions firft formed by
Nature, afterwards improv'd by pious Tutors, Iftrove

to make Heroick Flights, and foar above my Guide.

But, alas ! they were mere borrow'd Feathers which
bore me up fo long j dead artificial Wings, cemented
to my Soul only by Education, Cuftom, and the

Practice of my Fathers ; a Compofition of fpiritual

Wax, or Glue, which could not ftand the Brunt of

hot and fiery Trials, but foon diflblv'd in my un-

warrantable bold Approaches to the Sun. So that,

in fine, my Wings dropp'd Piece-meal ofF, and I had
the Fate of Icarus, to fall a Victim to my own ob-

ftinate Zeal and Rafhnefs.

Surely our Souls are like the Augean Stable, which
no human Power, Art, or Induftry, can ever cleanfe,

did not the Mefiengers and Favourites of God, like

Hercules, teach us the Method of opening a Canal

from Heaven, and letting in the Torrent of the

River of Purification from Paradife.

Our Vices, Hydra like, ftill fiart young Infant

Heads, as faft as we cut off the Old. Whereas our

Virtues are like the Venetian Treafure, which be-

ing once {hewed to the Spanijb Ambaflador in many
Coffers of Silver, Gold, and Jewels ; the wife Ca-
Jlilian defiring to fee the Bottoms of thofe wealthy

Chefts turn'd up ; when it was done, made this Re-
mark, Your Riches have no Roots, nor grow, like thofe

my
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tny Mafter does fojjefs in the Indies. So are all the

boalled Excellencies acquir'd by human Difcipline,

more inanimate and dead than the artificial Producti-

ons of Minerals, Metals, snd Stones. No traditional

Chemiftry of Men, can e'er revive a Soul that's dead

to God. Perhaps, fome theological Parace/fus, Hel-

mont, or Arabian Ifriqui, may, from the Ames of

an Original Flower, raife the fantaftick Form of it

again ; I mean the Colour and Contexture of the

Leaves : But none of them is able to bellow the

Vital Sap, the Seminal Juice, the Inward Virtue of

the once profperous and flourifhing Vegetable. No
Mortal can repair what Adam once deftroy'd. That
Protoplaji has ruin'd us all.

"Well then ! Muft we defpair of Remedy ? Shall

we decamp, and fneakingly retire to Hell, becaufe

we cannot take Heaven by Storm, nor undermine it

;

nor have recourfe to Stratagems ; nor bribe the Gar-
rifon ; or make a Party amongft the celeftial Burghers ?

No, Let's rather lie entrench'd within ourfelves, till

Heaven fhall voluntarily open its Gates, and fally

forth in Love, to invite and lead us in.

Oh ! thrice-happy Santone, thou haft experienc'd

what I fay. My Refolution is to follow thee, by
fuffering myfelf to be gradually abdicated from the

World, and from my own Will. Vouchfafe to in-

flruft me in the Method, left Self-love mifguide me
«to my Ruin.

In the mean while, repofe thou in the Bofom of

God, which is the Bed-Chamber of Holy-Souls.

Paris, \Ji of the %th Moon,

of the Year 1670.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

To the Seli&ar Aga, or Sword-Bearer

to the Sultan.

I
Shall entertain thee now with a Medley of Rela-

tions, fome containing News of the frefheft Date,

others only informing thee of Things done many
Moons ago ; yet pleafant enough in the Rehearfal.

However, I beg of thee to accept this as a Teftimony
of my Devoir and Regard ; in that I have Abundance
of Letters to write, many Friends to gratify, and
cannot fend the fame Matter to all. I am forc'd to

parcel out my Intelligence, and fuit every Letter to

the Genius and Station of him to whom I addrefs.

Knowing therefore thy particular Inclinations, I fhall

prefent thee with fomething very agreeable.

No doubt but thou art acquainted with the Cbrifti-

ans Carnwval, which is a Time of publick Joy, Li-

centioufnefs, and Sport. ThisYear the King and Queen
of France obferv'd it with wonderful Magnificence.

Among their other Divertifements ; they were
prefented with a Play wherein two Rival Princes,

by an ingenious Emulation, ftrove to outvy each

other in regaling a Princefs equally belov'd by both.

The Reprelentation was very fair, and full of Ma-
jefty. On the Right-hand, of the Theatre appear'd

Apollo in the Air, returning to his Heaven, after he

had chas'd and routed all the Cyclops, with the Ser-

pent Python. On the Left was feen the fame God
on the Top of Parnajfits, in the midft of the Nine
Mufes, fcattering Flowers on the Arts and Sciences,

which were at the Foot of the Mountain. Then a
Veil being drawn afide, difcovered a Sea, furpri-

zingly natural and fine. In the midft of which, the

Gods of many famous Rivers appear'd feated on
Rocks, with Tritons and Cupids rang'd on each Side

upon
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upon the Backs of Dolphins. Then from above,

amidft the Clouds, King AEolus appear'd, laying his

flraight Commands upon the Winds, that they im-
mediately retire into their Caverns, excepting only
Zephyr, who, for his foft and gentle Breezes, was
permitted to be prefent at this Feaft, after which,

came Neptune riding in his Cockle Chariot, drawn
by four Sea-Horfes, attended by a Train of Gods that

dwell within the Deep.
Immediately the Scenes chang'd into a Champain,

reprefenting the delicious Field of Tempe ; where a
rood excellent and agreeable Comedy was a£led, to

the Satisfaction of all the Court. I leave the Dances,

Interludes, and other Novelties, to thy Imagination.

Alluring thee, that all was aftonifhing and magni-
ficent.

But not to entertain thee longer with thefe empty
Trifles* I fhall now acquaint thee with fomething of

Importance j which is a Peace concluded between

this King and the State of Algiers. On the 2d of the

3d Mocn, the Count de Guicbe brought the Articles

of the Treaty to the King, from the Hands of the

Marquifs del Martel, Lieutenant General of the French

Fleet in the Mediterranean.

\{ thou -wouldi! know the Particulars of this Agree-

ment, read the inclos'd Paper : As for Matter of Fadt,

all the French Slaves at Algiers were immediately

releas'd upon the Signing and Sealing the Treaty, and
deliver'd up to the French Commander ; with fome

French Veflels alfo which they had feiz'd. And Co

diihonourable are their Capitulations, that at the fame

Time they have yielded up a Ship of theirs, which
the French had taken from them, for ever quieting all

Claim to it.

In the Beginning of Mety, the King took his Jour-

ney to Flanders, to vilit his new Conquelts there.

This put his Enemies into a great Confirmation,

fearing that he had fome Defign upon them. They
began to be npon their Guard, and prepare for a

fudden Surprize. But the King perceiving their A-
larm
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larm by his Spies, fent them Aflurance on his Royal
Word, that he would do them no Violence at this

Time.
However, he foon after fent the Marefchal de

Crequi into Lorrain, with a Force confiderable enough
to reduce that Prince to Reafon, who had not kept
his Parole with him in feveral Inilances. The Ef-

fect of this Expedition was the reducing Ponta-

Moufon, Efpinal, Cba/le, Longixy, and all the Princi-

pality of Lorrain to the French King's Obedience : So
that the poor Duke is forced to feek his Refuge in,

foreign Courts.

Noble Jga, this Duke is not to be pitied, being

very ungrateful, and a perfect Madman. He owes
his Liberty and Life to the King of France, yet

could not forbear plotting againft him. Now he is

defervedly chaftifed for his Folly. So may all thofe

fufrer, who abufe their Benefactors. But upon the

Benign and Good, may the Favours of Heaven reft

till the Splitting of all Things.

Paris, I $tb of the gib Moon,

of the Tear 1670.

LETTER VII.

To Iibuf, his Kin/man, a Merchant at

Aitracan.

I
Received thy Letter, and perus'd it with much
Complacency, finding thy Sentiments very agree-

able to Reafon. Yet give me leave to warn thee

of an Excefs which thou art running into. For I

have had Experience of it's ill Confequence.

Thy Loilus have made thee melancholy, and the

fraudulent Dealing of thy Correfpondents, Factors

H an*
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and fuppofed Friends has taught thee to declaim a-

gainft Friendfhip, Men, and Bufinefs : And not only

fo, but it feems thou haft taken a Refolution to a-

bandon all worldly Affairs, Pleafures, and Engage-
ments whatfoever j and turn Faquir, Eremit, or

Dervije, at leaft. For thou art difgufted at human
Society, and weary of all Things but Solitude.

I muft confefs, Ifouf, thefe are very generous

Thoughts, and pious Refolves. But they are not

eafily put in Pra&ice. They are Undertakings fit

only for perfect Saints, Men of unbiemifh'd Lives,

and free from all forts of Vice ; Perfons who have

a Stock of Temperance, Chaftity, Prudence, Juftice,

Fortitude, Patience, Humility, and all the other

Virtues j a Fund of Magnanimity, which can never

be exhaufted by any Temptation, Difficulties, or Perils

that ufually affault and environ fuch as enter into fo

auflere' a Courfe of Life.

Wilt thou be able to endure the unrelenting, ri-

gid Cold of Winter in the Defart, where there are

110 Chimnies, Hearths, or Stoves, or any other Me-
thod of keeping Fire to warm thee by ? Can'ft thou

fuflain the raging Blafts of Borca* at that Seafon, or

the killing Tempefls of Nortb-Eajlem Winds, which
blow from far, and fill the Air, the Earth, and Sea,

with baneful Mifts, Frofts, Ice, Snow, Sleet, and
other chilling Meteors, out of their Eternal Maga-
zines, within the Arftick Circle, which Ovid calls

the Frigid Zone ?
There are many other Extremities to which a

Man's expofed in fuch a fclitary State. Nor wilt

thou be lefs liable to Inconveniencies and Hard-
Ihips, if thou fliouldft ramble as a Faquir up and

down the World. Much lefs could'ft thou endure

the fad P^eftraints and Mortifications of a Convent.

Thou'dft hardly live out thy Novitiate with Pa-

tience. It goes againft the Grain of Nature to obey

another's Will, in every trifling Matter that he

commands. Thou muft not eat or drink, but thy

Superior will fet the Place, the Time, and Man-
ner
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ner of thy Diet ; which will be irkfome to thy free*

born Soul. And then thou muft forfake thy amorous
Pleafures for ever ; forfwearing alfo the very Thoughts
of Money, or of being rich. I tell thee, thou muft

refolve to become a religious Drone, fit for nothing

but to mumble o'er thy Beads, or turn the fuperfti-

tious Round, till thou art giddy ; or dance an Hour
together to the Mufick of a thoufand Heu's and HePs
hoarfly croaked out in frantick Tones by thee, and
all thy Brethren Dervifes, till ye are fick, and foam
at Mouth : Then your Devotions are thought meri-

torious. Can'it thou digeft thefe facred Fooleries ?

Or grant this to be a rational Service of the Divinity,

as fome will plead ; who fay, we ought to employ
each Member, and all our Faculties, in praiiing him
that made 'em ; yet canft thou brook a Confinement

all thy Days, to this Religous State ?

1 tell thee, Ifouf, I have been often tempted in this

Manner, to forlake the Sultans Service, with all

other Engagements of the World, and throw my
felf into a Convent, or fpend the Refidue of my
Days in fome obfeure and folitary Corner of a De-
fart ; yet I found at length, that this was nothing

but Dclufion, and the fubtle Sophiltry of that mali-

cious Demon, who envies Man his Happinefs. 'Tis

he that whifpers Arguments of Difcontent and Mur-
muring into our Souk, watching his Opportunities

when any thing gives us exquif:te Fain or Grief, to

drive us to Defpair.

So have I fomctimes labour'd under an intolerable

Arguifh of Mind, be;
:

acies of
Fk-lh and Blood, with outward Crowes in my Fortune.

Then have I wifhed my felf in fome dark Cavern of

the Earth, or on the folitary Top of T :,ere

I would converge with none bat Spirits an

dwelling above the Clouds. Or elfe I c:-

nciioly Retirements of the V. r, which
affords nil iety than that of Lions, Tygers,

Dragons, and other Beafts of i

H z When



148 Letters writ by Vol. VII.

When thefe Wifhes have appeared too extravagant

and wild, I then retrenched my Thoughts, and pitch-

ed upon fome other manner of Life, equally pro-

mising Comfort, yet lefs threatning and dangerous.

I gave my felf up wholly to Prayer and Falling for

a while, thinking to hold thus for ever. So fenfible

a Pleafure attends thefe Exercifes, that at certain Mo-
ments a Man's all Rapture, Ecflafy and I know not

what. He is apt to think himfelf in fome new
World. A facred Pride inveils his Soul. He feems

all Majefty within ; an infeparable Companion of the

Immortals, arid the darling Friend of God. Where-
as all this refults but from the Ventilation of his

Blood by vocal Oraifons ; and is no more than a

mere natural Operation, whereby his Lungs are arti-

ficially breathed, and gently forced to difembogue

their over-heated Airs, their thick caliginous Va-
pours, which fill the Heart, and all the reft of the

Vitals with Seeds of Melancholy, Fear, Sufpicion,

Grief, and other doleful Paflions.

But mark the Zealot, when his Prayers are over,

his Faft is done, and all his fervent pious Difcipline

is accomplifh'd : how like a Hypocrite he looks and
acts ? How formal in his Carriage ; or at leaft, how
vain and light ? He either heaves out fulfome hy-

pochondriack Sighs, with fupercilious Looks, and
Chaps fet like the Furrows of a fowre-faced Hagi

;

or elie he is tickled into a loud ungovernable Laugh-
ter, and all his Carriage is ridiculous and wanton.

Either his Hunger, Thirft, and Faintnefs, the ufual

EfFeft of fuch exceflive Devotion, makes him peevilh,

cholerick, and unmortified ; or elfe he is as apilh as

a Cat.

Human Nature cannot abide long in the fame Hu-
mour ; and thofe that feem to be always even tem-

per'd People, like the Cafpian Sea wichout Ebb or

Flow, are only Conterfeits and Politicians. There
is an Art to conceal one's Paflions, but there is none
that can annihilate them. We change from one

Afte&ion, Appetite and Defire to another. Our
In-
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Inclinations circulate with our Blood. They are

transformed each Minute, Hour, and Day ; they vary

like the Wind and Weather. Therefore never think

of taking an eternal Pleafure or Diftafte in any thing

here below. Prayer is good in it's Turn, I mean,
the vocal Afpirations. So are Fading, Abftinence,

and other Religious Severities. But if all Men mould
be perpetually at thefe Exercifes, God in a little time

would have but few Adorers on Eartb. The Ground
mud be left untilled ; the Fields would quickly bring

forth Crops cf Briars and Weeds, inftead of Corn.

The Gardens then muft turn to Wilderneffes. There
would be then no need of Millers, Fakers, and the

ether Trades, whofe Livelihood depends upon the

Hufbmdman. And fo for want of proper Suftenance,

Mankind muft quickly peri(h.

I do not argue againft thofe who feem to be con-

ftellated to a folitary Life; or by fome fpecial Grace
of God, are ftrengthened to endure the conilant

Hardfhips of an Hermitage : Such as the illuftrious

and great Mohammed of Mount Uriel in Arabia, who
is our holy Prophefs Tenant and Succeflbr, in the

Cave of Wuakri. Such alfo is llch Rend Hu, the ce-

lebrated Branrin of Caelemire in India, who lives on
the Top of an high Mountain, is an hundred and
twenty-thiee Years old ; foretels Things to come, re-

folves all Doubts, gives infallible Counfel, heals di-

vers Difeafes, works fome Miracles ; and in fine,

fays and does all Things by a Spirit worthy of Ad-
miration.

The Mountain whereon this Philofopher or Pro-

phet dwells ; feems to be the Lard-mark between

Summer and Winter. For one Side of it is always

cover'd with Snow, the other with Bloflbms, Flow-
ers, Herbage, and Fruits. This over-looking a fpaci-

ous Valley, which they call the Paradi/e of the Eaji

;

that affording a Profpedt little more agreeable or fair,

than what the Poets fpeak of the Riphean Hill.

H 3 llcb
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Ilcb Rend Hu has his Habitation in a Cave or Grot,

which pafies tttrough the Rock, as Firgil's does near

Naples in Italy, which thou haft feen.

In this myilerious Station, he appears like jEoIus,

Lord of the Weather : For 'tis certain, he commands
the Winds to blow or ceafe at the leaft Word, with-

in the Verge of his accuftomed Walks. If any Per-

fon dare profane the Silence of the Place with Words,
or other rude Noife j they are immediately furpriz'd

with dreadful Storms of Thunder, Lightning, Wind,
and Rain ; fuch as feem to threaten the Difiolution

of all Things : Which makes all Men in thofe Parts

hold Ilcb RendMu in great Veneration. He is the

enly Oracle of the Indies. They refort to him from
the neighbouring Provinces and Kingdoms, in all

their Difficulties. The Grandees of Perjia, Tibet,

and Cathay, fend to him honourable Prefents, defir-

ing his Counfel in Matters of Peace and War. Nay,
they m&ke devout Pilgrimages to him from the King-

doms of lonquin and China. He is the Apollo of the

Eaji.

ljouf, it would be fome Encouragement for thee

and me to embrace a folitary Life, if we might ever

hope to attain fuch wonderful Perfections. But, as

we have hitherto liv'd in the World, and ftain'd our

felves with the common Vices of Mortals, we can-

not prefume to merit thefe extraordinary Favours

:

Our old Habits are rooted in us ; and if we have

Time and Strength to plant new ones in their ftead,

yet they will not grow up to Maturity, but with

many Years : For, believe me, Couun, no body be-

comes a Devil or a Saint all at once.

Paris, the 6th of the nth Mean,

of the Year 1670.

LETTER
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LETTER VII.

To the Chiaux, BafTa.

IT appears, That the King of France's Fortune not

only procures him conltant Victories and Tri-

umphs in Europe, but fuch a Renown 2nd Character in

foreign Countries, as ftimulates the molt remote

Princes, and puilTant Monarchs of the Earth, to

court his Alliance and Friendfhip.

Here is at this prefent, an ArubafTador come from,

the Coafls of Guinea in Africk, being fent by the

King of Arder, one of the greateft Sovereigns in

thofe Farts, poiTeffing an abfolute and uncontroulable

Authority over his Subjects, as the Grand Signior

does ovtr the faithful Ofmans. But we will not com-
pare the narrow Limits of his Dominion with the

vaft and unbounded Extent of the Mujfulman Empire,

the Inheritance of our fublime Sultan, the Lord of

the Globe at large. Suffice it, that this Black Prince

is a wife Man, defcended of a Race of Sages ; and,

that Policy of State is as natural to him, as com-
mon Craft or Cunning to the meaneft of the Vulgar,

He knows how to make War, or Peace abroad, and

to keep his Subjects in awe at home.

Surely there is a Force and Charm in the deri-

vative Blood of heroick and wife Anceftors, which
fecretly infpires their Offspring with Maxims and

Principles agreeable to the Inclinations, Aims, and

Purpoies of the Family from whence they defcend.

And where 'tis experiene'd otlierwife, it may be

fuppofed that Change of Climate, unhappy Mar-
riages, or fome over-ruling Misfortunes in the

World, have caus'd the Degeneracy. For fo fome

noble Vegetables of Afia, and other Quarters of

H 4 the
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the Earth, lyirg near the Sun, will not profper, if

once tranfplanted into the cold and barren Soils of
Northern Europe. Thus Poverty, Difgrace, and other

abjeft Circumftances, chill the greateft Spirits, and
fpoil their Growth. Yet there is an inborn Excel-

lency in fome Natures, which with Evennefs fupports

the Strokes of Fortune, and pufhes through all Dif-

ficulties to attain it's End.
So this great African King, informing himfelf

not only by French Veflels trading in his Ports, but
alfo by other Ships of Chrijlendom, of the Grandeur
of the French King, his Wealth and Puiflance by Sea
and Land, with the vaft Intereft and Traffick he has

in both the Indies, thought it high time to feek his

Friendlhip, whofe Enmity would, in all Probability be
very fatal to him : For he had heard of his Conquefls

far and wide. 'Tis no matter, whether by Valour
or good Conduft, we make ourfelves happy. One
is as laudable as the other, in the unequal War we
are engaged in with Fate, Providence, and Chance ;

with Angels, Men, and Deuih ; with Heaven, Earth,
and Hell.

I fpeak this in reference to the celebrated Prow-
efs, Magnanimity, Riches, and Strength of this

Negro King ; who need not yield to the King
of Benin, his next Neighbour, and the moft potent

of all the Soutb-'wejiern maritime Princes of A/rick,

nor to any of his other Neighbours btfides ; yet

could not think himfelf fafe, or be at Reft, till he
had fent his Embafly to the King of France, offer-

ing his Lands, his Havens, his Seas, and whatfo»

ever was within his Jurifdiftion, to this great Mon-
arch.

The Addrefs which his AmbafTador made to the

French King deferves Remark. For after the ufual

Obeifances at the Foot of the Throne, he went up
Three Steps, and then proftrating himfelf three

times on his Face and Belly, he clapp'd his Hands
in token of Reverence, and put his Fingers on his

Eyes, to fhew that he was not able to behold the

Iuftre
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Luflre of fo much Majefty. This is the French Inter-

pretation of his Carriage : But I tell thee, 'twas ra-

ther defign'd as a Precedent to the French Ambafla-
dors, if any mould be fent to Guinea, where 'tis the

Cuftom of the Country for all Foreign Ministers to

obferve the fame Ceremonies to the King of Arder,

and other Princes his Neighbours.

Thefe Europeans, becaufe they firft found out the
Art of Navigation, or at leaft, firft improv'd it to

the Difcovery of many remote Countries, value

themfelves too high ; imagining, that all the Nati-

ons, formerly unknown, are Fools ; and know not

themfelves and their own Strength. They thought

'twas impoffible to find in Africk or America, Em-
pires, Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, as ftrong

and well-govern'd, as thofe in the Hermitage of Ja-
phet : But 'tis a damn'd Miftake. For the Moft
High is impartial in the Diftribution of his Gifts

and Favours : Thofe defpicable Blacks, whom all

the Princes and Nobles of Europe and Afia buy as

Slaves, being born of the Vulgar, are neverthelefs

come out of Regions, where Power, Riches, and
Wifdom, are as much in their Zenith, as in thefe

Weftem Countries.

They are all outwardly Flefh and Blood, as we
are, notwithftanding the Contrariety of our Colours.

And as for their Souls, they are even juit as capable

of Knowledge and Ignorance, Reafon and Folly,

Vice and Virtue, Piety and Prophanenefs, Superiti-

tion and Atheifm, as we are, who pretend to be
Lords of the World, and all Things.

May thou and I praclife Moderation, and not con-

temn any of human Race, though they be the Caphers

of Mofambique. But let us always remember the old

Turkijh Proverb, That ''tis not good or faft to point in

Mockery behind the Grand Signior'j Back Adieu.

Paris, $d of the 1 2th Moon,

of the Tear if '70.

II c LETTER
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LETTER VIII.

To Mohammed, the Illujirious Solitary

ofMount Uriel in Arabia.

TH E grand Root of the common Injuftice which
Men are guilty of in reference to the Beads,

and of the Intemperance with which they corrupt

themfelves, I perceive is a falfe Principle which they

have eflablifh'd, denying the Capacity and Ufe of

Reafon to all Living Creatures but themfelves.

This Error was firft publickly maintain'd by the

^eripetaiich, Stoick:, and Epicureans ; and afterwards

by Claudius of Naples, out of a particular Averfion

they had for the Doctrines of Pythagoras and Empe-
eotkt, two famous Patrons of Abftinence.

Heraclitus Portticus undertook to explain the Sen-

timents of the former Seels, and llermachus thofe of
the latter. But both of them feem to confide more
in the little Tricks and Arts of Sophirtry, than to

ufe true. Reafon. For at the firll Ehay of their

Skill, they flrive to eaft a Mill in the Reader's Eyes,

by rfee Generations of Living Creatures,

into h:ch as are endu'd with the Faculty of Reafon,

and fuch as wan| it. Whereas thou know'll it is

an indubitable Maxim in the Eafiern Philofophy, that

every Thing which partakes of Senfe, has alfo Rea-

fon. For, 'tis -the Mirid alone which fees, hears,

the Body' of itfelf being deaf, blind, and void

cf all Senfe. It is evident therefore, that fince the

Beafts do fee, hear, and perform all other Actions of

Ser.fe, they have alfo what the Greeks call vac , or the

Mind, in them, which is the very Seminary, or na-

tive ^eat of Reafon.

;rue, indeed, we cannot affirm, that they

poffcfs a Reafon fo perfect as ours ; fince that Per-

fection is acquir'd by Difcipline, which the Gene-

rality
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rality of the Brutes want. They have no College*

or Schools, where the Arts and Sciences are pro-

fefs'd and taught by Rules. Nature is their only

School-Miftrds, and they learn her Inftruclicns with
abundance of Promptness and Sagacity. They are

educated in the open Elements, as in an Academy,
or Univcrhty founded by the Creator of all Things :

where every Thing they encounter, ferves as a Book
to teach them ail the Knowledge, which is neceflary

to their \\ til bung on Earth. And they need no
more.

'Tis manifeft alfo, that fome Species and Indivt-

duals are more capable of learning what is taught
1*m

than others : Even as we difcern the fame Difference

among the various Nations, Families, and Perfons of

Men. But we do not t.fe to fay of inanimate Things,

that this Piece of Wood is more apt to learn than

another : as a Dog is more traclable and docile than

a Hog : Nor of immoveable Things, that This
is flower than That: Nor of Things which want
Senfe, that a Stone is duller of Apprehenfion than a
Piece of Iron. So could we not probably affirm of

Animals ; that one is more crafty and fagacious

than another ; more provident, chafte, temperate,

cleanly, and the like Epithets; if they were not by
Nature capable of Knowledge and Virtue. And
yet we daily fee all this is true, in comparing one

Specie* of Living Crer.tures with another ; nay, and
one Individual of the fame Kind with fome cf it*

Fellows.

When Antipater accus'd Afles and Hogs of Nafti-

nefs, he did net confrder how accurately nice and
curious the Lynxes and Cats are, which with fo much.

Diligence and Care hide their Excrements, that they

can never be feen or fmelt again. So the Swallow*

teach their Young to mute over the Brims or' the

Nell. All which are Arguments of their Prudence

and Difcretion. Doubtlcls, every Auminal has it*

peculiar Gift and Excellency. One is more quick-

iighted than another ; this has better Ears than that r

H 6 a Third
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a Third furpaffes in the Goodnefs of his Smell, or

the Swiftnefs of his Feet. Let not vain Man there-

fore boaft and iofult, as if he were the fole Engroffer

of all Wisdom and Virtue; fince the Beafts of the

Field, the Birds of the Air, the Fifli of the Sea,

with all the Generations of Reptiles, Infetts, and

whatfoever is endu'd with Life and Senfe, poflefs

their Shares as well as he.

It is manifeft alfo, that there are various Princi-

ples.of Folly, Injuftice, and all manner of Ignorance,

Error, and Vice in human Nature, equal to what

we can poffibly find in the reft of the Animals,

whom we fo much defpife. And 'tis a Queftion,

Whether even the very Sea-Horfe, who murders his

Father, and for that Reafon was by the antient Egyp-

tians made' the Hieroglyphick of Impiety ; may not

jullly exchange his Character with fome of human
Race, who make their Parents the continual Mar-
tyrs to their Ambition, Pride, Envy, Avarice, and

other Vices.

I would fain know, Whether any Man would not

take it ill, to be told he is Blind and Deaf, becaufe

he cannot See and Hear fo quick as fome of the

Beafts ? Or, that he is a Cripple, becaufe he cannot

cutrun a Hart ? Certainly a ftrong Man deferves that

Character, tho' he cannot pretend to match the

Strength of a Camel, or an Elephant. And (hall we
then fay, that the Beafts have no Reafon or Virtue,

becaufe they cannot difcover thofe Qualities fo ar-

tificially as Men.
Befide.% do not all Privations fuppofe fome Ha-

bits ? And is not Madnefs a Privation of the Habits

of Reafon and Prudence ? If therefore Dogs, Bulls,

Foxes, and other Animals, are known to be fome-

times mad, (hall we think it lefs fit to fay of them,
that they are out of their Minds, or Wits, than

to affirm the fame of Men ? And if Compos, or

jV,» Ccmpos Mentis* are proper Expreffions of any
Beafts, when it is fober, or mad ; who, that is not

deprived of Reafon himfelf, can deny, that they

have
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have the PofTeflion of that Faculty by Nature, as well

as he?
As oft as I trouble thee with Letters on this Sub-

ject, thou may'ft conclude, I am newly awaken'd to

a Senfe of my Error, in not religioufly obferving

the Sacred Infitution of Ahftinence ; which ought to

be the Natural Confequence of thefe Thoughts : For,

in a word, if it be lawful to kill the Animals for the

fake of Food, I think we may as well turn Cannibals,

and eat the Flefh of our purchas'd Slaves, or of our
Captive Enemies, over whom we have, by the Law
of Nations, an equal Right as to their Life and Death,

as over our Beafts.

Abftemious Sage, I leave thee to the Divine In-

fpirations of the Genius, which poffefles that Holy

Cave : I leave thee to the facred Whifpers of Winds
from Eden, and to the Sweets of an innocent Soli-

tude, which admits no other Society than that of

Angels, or Beads.

Paris, i6tb of the zd Moon,

of the Tear 1 67 1

.

LETTER
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LETTER IX.

¥0 Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at

Venice.

I
Received thy laft Difpatch, which informs me,
that thou art commanded to remove from Venict

with all Speed poffible, and to vifit Naples, Genoa,

Home, Padua, Milan, Florence, with the other chief

Cities of Italy : In fine, that thou art not to make a

long Refidence, or take up thy Abode any where ;

but after the Manner of a Traveller, to be always in

a moving Pofture from Place to Place, from one Pro-

vince apd Principality to another ; that thou mayeft

take a jaft Eftimate of the Strengh and Riches of each

State through which thou fhalt pafs : That thou may-
eft dive into their Ccunfels, oblerve their Motions,

watch their Deligns, and tranirmt thy Remarks to

the Minifiers of the Augujl Divan, the Myjlerious Ca-

binet of the Earth's great Sovereign.

There may be lefs of Profit in fuch a Peregrina-

tion for the prefent, than in thy conftant Refidence

at Venice, where thou art eitabliihed in a fettled Way
©f Merchandize. But thou wilt i\r.d abundance more
Pleafure : And if thou accquittdt thy felf fucce rsfully,

the Grand Sigmcr will reward thy Merit. Bendes,

thou mayeft meet with a thoufand Opportunities of

TrafEck, even in thy Travels . An aftive and di-

ligent Spirit cannot fail of Means to advance its own
Intereft in any Part of the World ; and thou doft not

want a Stock of Money to fupport thy honeft Un-
dertakings.

Thou wilt meet with a new Sort of Italians,

where-ever thcu fhalt fet thy Foot : That People

being ftrange'y EBIx'd, and defcending from feveral

Rations. Every City has a different Genius ; which
m
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is fo remarkable and confpicuous, that they have all

got peculiar Epithets: As Rome the Holy, Naples the

Genteel. Florence the Fair, Bolonga the Fat, Milan

the Large, Ferrara the Civil, Bergamo the Subtle,

Genoa the Proud, Padua the Strong, Siena the Stv~

dious, Mantua the Glorious, Lucca the Indujlrious,

Ravenna the iW/Za', Capua the Amorous, Urbin the

.Leva/, Verona the Worthy, Brtfcia the Fortified, Friuti

the Wanton, Rimini the GW; and fo of the reft.

Beware of contracting Friendfhip with any Zfar-

/r'an : And if thou doll engage, be cautious how thoa

giveft a jaft Offence. Thou can'ft not be too ten-

der in this Point : For as the Italians are very con-

ftant where they have once pitch'd their Affection,

fo are they inexorable in their Revenge, where they

apprehend their Love abufed ; and they are the moil

jealous People in the World. If thou haft made two
fclfe Steps, never feek to repair thy Faults by After-

Submifiions, but fly : Fur thou haft wounded his Soul,

and he will never pardon thee, or let thee Eve to be
guilty of another Affront. They have a common
Maxim in this Cafe, * He that wrongs me Twice,
* 'tis his Fault ; but if I let him injure me the third

* Time, the Blame is my own.'

The wifeft Courfe is to be civil and modeftly re-

ferved ; not to be too frank and open in Dtfcourfe,

or loofe in Carriage. For this lays a Man naked, and

expofes him to the Contempt and Cenfure of fuch

as are more compofed and recollected; and this is

the peculiar Character of the Italians, * That they
* think more than they fpeak, and are many times
' difgufted at the Perfon on whom they fmile.'

When thou art on the Roads in Apulia and Campa-
nia, when thou beholdeit the Beauties of that luxu«

riant Soil, and thy Smell is raviihed with the fragrant

Odours of the Hedges, and adjoining Groves j think

on Elixium, Paradife, or whatsoever Place Naturt

has made delightful ; and fay, I muft be in this

Country, or in ibme Region very like it.

Ay
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As thou fojourneft at Naples, remember with what
Pleafure Virgil pafs'd away his Time there. 'Twas
in that happy Air, that Horace penn'd his admirable

Poems. There Lity wrote the Roman Hijlory, and

Seneca his Morals. From thence we have the Works

of Statius, Claudian, Laurentius Valla, and many
other Learned Writers.

Forget not when thou art at Genoa, the former

Glory of that Commonwealth ; how once fhe did pof-

fefs Sardinia, Cyprus, Le/Bos, Chios, and did extend her

Conquefts to Vera at Conftantinople : How fhe enter'd

the Black Sea, planted a Colony of Genoefe at Caffa,

and ftretch'd her Dominion to the River Tanais.

Thou wilt find Matter of Contemplation in Pi/a,

Milan, Padua, and all the Cities of Italy. But

when thou art at Rome, 'twould be a kind of Sacri-

lege not to call back thy Eyes, and view her an-

tient Glory, when fhe was the Miftrefs of the

World, when fhe had three Millions of Men with-

in her Walls, and a hundred and fifty Millions of

Gold in Yearly Revenue : When fhe kept in con-

ftant Pay, at home and abroad, Six hundred five and

forty thoufand Men. Her Foreign Conquefts may
be number'd by her Domeftick Triumphs,, which
from Romulus her Founder, to Augufius C<efar, were

not lefs than three hundred. Julius Cajar aug-

mented the Publick Treafury with forty Millions of

Gold. In the Reign of Aurelianus, this City wa»
fifty Miles in Compafs, and the Number of her In-

habitants increafed to four Millions : And they were

prodigioufly enriched with the Spoils of their Ene-

mies. Seneca, when he died, left feven Million?

and five hundred Thoufand Crowns behind him.

Claudius 1/odorus, tho' much exhaufled by the Civil

Wars, yet left Four thoufand one hundred and fe-

venteen Slaves, three thoufand and fixty Yoke of

Oxen ; and of other Cattle two hundred and fifty

feven thoufand. There were commonly kept in Rome
five hundred Gladiators, a thoufand Bears, and a

hundred Lions. There were always Five hundred

Men
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Men employed in looking after the Aq\uedu8s, and

Baths of Rome.

When Cyneas, the Ambajfador of Pyrrhus , had view'd

the City round, and was aflt'd what he thought ofRome',

He anfwer'd, J think all Rome is but One Temple ; (for

there were above Four hundred in the City) Her Senate

is an AJfembh of Kings ; She is the Beauty of the ivholt

Earth : The Flower ofMankind divell within her Walls.

Zeidi, This was the State, this the Grandeur and

Magnificence of Pagan Rome. But fince the Incur-

fions of the Goths and Vandals, the Lombards, Hunns,

and other Barbarous Nations of the North, Rome's

Glory is eclips'd, her Honour laid i'th* Duft. Where*
as before, fhe lifted up her ftately Creft on Seven high

Hills, now fhe is fain to (loop, being humbly feated

in the Plain of Campus Martius ; being not by a fifth

Part fo large as formerly, nor yet fo populous.

All over Italy, thcu wilt meet with Reliques of the

Ancient Roman Majefly and Greatnefs. And, in fome

Places, thou mayeft encounter Perfons of great Ex-
traction, but very poor, who may not unfitly becall'd

the Ruins of Ancient Nobility : Such as the MarquifTes

of Ce<va, the Earls of Piacenza, and the Kinghts of

Bologna, who are become the Proverb of liluitrious

Poverty. Such alfo are the Counts of Lufigniani:

Three of whom were once feen upon a Fig-Tree,

eating the Figs to keep 'em from ftarving. And
many Italian Lords get their Livelihoods by felling

of Ptifans, Lemonades, Effences, Powders, and other

Refremments to the Gentry. Yet they are proud,

and when any one addrefies to them, he muft entitle

them, Moft excellent, Mofl illuflrious, or elfe they will

frown, and be affronted.

Zeidi, If ever it be thy Fortune to be made a Lordt
I pray Heaven give thee an Eftate anfwerable to the

Title : For a Lord without Riches, is like a Soldier

without Arms, very ridiculous.

Paris, xyh cf the /{th Moon,

of the Tear 1671.

LETTER
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LETTER X.

% Dgnet Oglou.

THIS Day fomething happen'd to me very

prodigious, and I know not what to make of
% . About the Hour of Quindinamaji, I was fuddenly

taken with ftrange Fits of Vomiting : My Stomach
was in a Prodigal, or rather a P' bilofophical Humour ;

refolving to catt off all Superfluities, and only retaia

what was neceflary to its Eafe and Welfare in this

Life. I laboured under a Thoufand horrid Agonies,

which made me fear, that either an Impoflbume was
the Caufe of fuch violent Convulfons , or at leaft,

that they would end in opening the inward Sluices

of my Blood, by too much forcing of the Peroral

Veins.

Whilft I was bufied thus with fad Prefages of a

fudden Death (for I dread to be fo unawares thruft

out of the World), I long'd and paflionately lan-

guished for an Arabian Orange.

It happen'd at the fame Time, my Mother 0«-

thomche, Daria, and Eliachim the Jew, were with

me in my Chamber, and had been there an Hour,

they all flood at the Window to fee a ProceJJion that

was going by. But when they heard the ftraining

Noife I made, immediately they ran to my Bed fide,

as Human Nature, Curiojity, or PaJJisn, ufes to prompt

in fuch like Cafes.

With a faint broken Voice, I told them what I

wifh'd for ; Eliachim forthwith gave Order to his

Boy, that waited in an Anti-chamber, to run with

fpeed, and buy the beft Arabian Oranges he could find.

The arch young Lad was gone full Thirteen Mi-

nutes by my Watch, and then returned with half a

Dozen Oranges of Spain, (for he could get no other)

but Heaven, as I have reafon to think, fupply'd his

Negli-
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Negligence, and unfuccefsful Mercating. For long

before he came with that fonxre crabbed Fruit, Dana
fpy'd an Orange of Arabia on the Table.

No Body knew from whence it came, or what
kind Hand had laid it there. They were all equal

Witneiies, That there was no fuch Thing upon the

Table when they came to tie Bed-:de, nor a

confiderable Time afterward : and when it was fug-

gefted, that fome of the Company had privately

convey'd it thither, whilft the reft were looking

another way ; Eliacbim with folemn Vows and Im-
precations clear'd himfelf ; fo did Daria, and my Mo-
ther. As for my felf, they all were fenfible, it was

impoflible for me to do it, as I lay in my Bed. A
general Aftonifhment poflefs'd us all ; and the Wo-
men would needs have it to be a Miracle, whilft I

greedily eat the Delicious Fruit, not troubling my
Thoughts with making endlefs Scrutinies, or fo much
as caring which way it came there, fo long as 1 had.

the Enjoyment of it.

Yet I ceafed to be thus indifferent, when I per-

ceived my Malady on a fudden removed by eating of

this ixondrous Orange. And whervas I had lain for

Six whole Days and Nights in a continual faint and

languishing Condition, not able to get down a Mor-
fel of Bread, now my Spirits grew brifk and frefh ;

I feemed like one transformed, or in ano her World.

My Stomach revived, my almoft diffipated Vigour

rally'd, and I rofe chearfully to eat a hearty Supper.

Thele Things, I mull confefs, put me, as well as

the reft of the Company, upon thinking.

I tell thee, upon the ilricleft Examination pofiv

ble, I am very well fatisfied, that there could be no
Defign or Trick in the Cafe : For if there were, no
body would be guilty of fo many repeated horrid

Perjuries in denyi.iy it : But every one rather would
have ben forward to own themfelves the Instruments

of thus happily and unexpectedly refcuing a poor lick

Man from the very Jaws of Death : For X was juft

then ready to expire.

Whether
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Whether there be a Maglck in the Strength of a

Man's Fancy at fuch Times ; and that through the

intenfe Agitation of his exalted Spirits, he moves

the Soul of the Univerfe by Sympathy, to exert fome

of its hidden and uncommon Faculties, and gratify

his neceflkry Defires : Or whether there be an Order

of Officious Beings iwvijible about us, who have the

Charge of Mortals committed to them, and are bound

by the Laws of their conceal'd Kingdoms to affift

ns in Extremities, even to the Hei ht of a feeming

Miracle, where it cannot be done without, I know
not. But 'tis certain, any obferving Man may take

notice of fome extaordinary Paffages in the Courfc

of his Life, of which he can give no Rational Ac-
count, but mult be forc'd to put them on the Score

of Pratematural Caufes. Such is our Ignorance of

the /t'ctut Operations of Nature.

All the Compa; y were ready to lift me among the

Prophets ; or in the Catalogue of Saints, for this ftu-

pendious Occurrence. But I had other Thoughts
of my Self. For comparing this with fome former

Occurrences cf my Life, I prefently concluded,

'twas the Fore-runner of fome grand, but fhort

Affliction : AnJ !b I told them all

I believe, my Dgnet, that God will hedge me in

with divers Kinds of adverfe Circumftances : He
will rufh upon me on a fudden, like a Troop of
Tartar Horfe, who fwiftly fpread themfelves all

round the affrighted Country, and take Poffeflion

of the Roads and Paffes. They hunt the confeious

Infidels from Dens and Caves, and other lurking

Places in the Woods and Mountains : None can efcape

their Chaftifement and Revenge. So my prefaging

Soul foretels fome fad furprizing Inroads from the

Omnipotent.

That which I have to do in this Cafe, is to make
fpeedy Expiations for my paft Security and Prefump-

tion, to repair the ruin'd Faftneffes of Virtue, and
build new ones where they are wanting; to keep
iirong Guards, and, laftly, to retire my felf into a

moft
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moft profound Humility, and Compliance with the

Will of God ; which is the ftrongeft Fortrefs in Time
of a Divine Invafion.

Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon,

of the Tear 167 1.

LETTER XI.

To Sephat Abercromil, Vanni EfFendi,

Preacher to the Sultan.

TH E Character and Fame of thy exemplary Life

and profound Doflrine, tho
1

ftudioufly con-

ceal'd and fupprefs'd by thy felf, have yet made a for-

cible Eruption, and fill'd the Muffiilman Kingdoms
with the fragrant Odour of thy incomparable Piety

and Virtue. Even thefe remote and Infidel Regions

of tbe Weft, are edify'd by thy facred Rules and In-

ftitutions of a Spiritual Life. The Nazarene Priefis

and Dolors begin to harbour Emulations of thy Sanc-

tity, fince they have feen no fairer Draught of true

acceptable Religion, than what the Chaplains to the

French Ambaffadors at the Porte have copied from thy

Principles, and recomfaend to their Friends among
the Clergy of France. Infomuch as Francis Malewlla,

a blind Ecclefiajlick, but an Argus in the Sciences, has

publickly efpoufed thy Theorems and Practices ;

having in Print, now lately undertaken the Patronage

of a contemplative Life, fo much infilled on by thee,

to which the College of Sorlonne have alfo given their

Approbation.

That excellent Man, tho' he has loft the Ufe of his

Corporeal Eyes, yet has a Soul transformed all over

into
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into Light, by which he clearly can furvey the vaft

royfterious Horizon of the Invifible World, and pe-

netrate the mod reclufeand hidden Secrets of Eternity.

The Age is ravifhed with the Book he publilhed : He
has Ten Thoufand Profelytes among the Roman Priejls

and Dervifes. None but the Jefuits and Dominicans

cppoie him.

The former of thefe Orders is grown odious

throughout Chrifendom, for the impious Doclrines

they maintain, and the enormous Crimes they have
committed : Being notorious Boutefeu's, Traytors,

Hypocrites, and fecret Libertines. Their Colleges

are efteemed the Shops and Forges of Sedition,

Faction, publick Animofities, Broils, and Wars, with

all the Mifchief that is done in Europe. The latter

are noj lovM in France, becaufe they are generally

chofen Officers of the Inquifition: Which inhuman
Judicature was firft projected by St Dominick their

Founder, in order to exterminate the Moors from
Spain. There is a natural and irreconcileable Anti-

pathy between the French and Spaniards. They mu-
tually abhor each others Culloms, Laws, and Hu-
mours : Bufe above all the French can never be re-

conciled to that Infernal Court, which tyrannizes

ever the Souls of Men, and punifhes them for

Thoughts. It is an equal Crime to fpeak, or to be
filent; To pray, or not ; to go to Church, or day at

Home, provided you are rich. 'Tis Wealth the

Inquiftors aim at, not the pretended Safety and De-
liverance of the Church from Enemies and Re-
bels.

Therefore the "Dominicans and Jefuits being look'd
upon as Favourite* and Patrons of the Inquifition, and
for that Reafon hated by theFrsnch; in vain they ar-

gued againft Malevelld's new reform'd Model of Inte-

rior Religion, which is but a Tranflation of the Ori-
ginal Dogmata laid down by thee. Thy refin'd Sen-
timents are roiifick, as the Solar Beams, which by
inefTable Tncreafes, propagated themfelves without di-

J»ini(hing the Illuilrious Fountain. Each bright and

ferule
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fertile Atom, by a miraculous Emanation, begets

another; they multiply by admirable progreffive liTue

and Expanfion from every Point of the refulgent

Centre, till every fplendid Particle becomes a Ray
of equal Length, and all together produce an entire'

Orb of Light. Thus thy ferene Ideas of Religion

dilate themfelves thro' this dark Side of the World,
as fad as they illuminate the MuJ/ulman Hemifpbere.

The honefter Sort of Wtfiern Franks are already, by
a Dt'mi-Met'amorpbofis, grown half Mahometans, capi-

tulating with their Prepoffeffions, Prejudices, and the

Force of Education for the reft.

They go to Cburcb, but not to babble over a
Thoufand vain Tautologies, which are taught them
by their Priejls, and to enfure their Memory, are

printed in their Pocket Manuals, or Books of Prayer :

Nor do they number a long Series of the fame re-

peated Oraifins on Bead?, or ufe any other exterior

Form of blind and lame Devotion : But with in-

ward Recollection, Silence, Purity, and fervent Ap-
plication of the Sgirit, they addrefs themfelves to

God ; or rather by a certain gradual Paflivenef?, Ob-
livion of outward Things, and dying to themfelves,

they prepare and fit their Souls for the Divine Ap-
proaches : Thus having barricado'd up their Senfes,

and made Retrenchments round the Centre of the

Mind, to fecure it from the laft Invafion and Affault

of Mtindane Objects ; thither they retire, defiring

Death, rather than to take Quarter by a faint Cow-
ardice, or timorous Apoftacy, and furrender to the

World.

Thefe People undergo at certain Times, ftrange

Dryneffes, Defertions, and Sterilities of Spirit, which
are the Torments that compofe the moft fevere and
painful Martyrdoms. A common Death, or any
violent Diflplution of the Body, is but the Recreation,

Sport, or Play cf Nature, when compar'd with thefe

tremendous, tragical and dark Annihilations of the

Soul. A Man at fuch a Seafon feerns to be reduced

to an Eternal Cateflropbe. His Spirit defcends, and

is
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is engulph'd in the Abyfs of He//; or Hell comes

up to him, and yawning with its horrid Dragon's

Jaws, murders the Soul with baneful and infernal

Breath. Yet this they find to be the only near di-

rected Way to Heaven. This is the myftick Fence,

the Ditch, Baftion, and Counterfcarp of Paradife.

He that would fcale the Wall, or enter by the Gates of

"Eden, muft firft pafs through thefe terrible Outworks.
This is the ilraight and narrow Bridge over which
each Soul muft pafs, that would attain immortal

Life. Mo/es^Jefus, Mahomet, and all the Mejfen-

gers of God, have pointed at this as the only Way to

our fupreme Felicity. Neither was it unknown to

the Ancient Poets and Pbilofophers among the Gen-

tiles. Orpheus and Hefiod recommended it in their

myfterious Verfe. Empedocles, Tbeophraftus, Plato,

Plotinns, Porphyry, Jamblicus, with many others,

improved the Sacred Revelation, adding new Lights

unto the bleft Difcovery. And if we take the Hiltory

in a right Senfe, unlefs I am deceived, Socrates died

a Martyr to this important Truth. Many of the

learned Hebrew Rabbi's have averted it. The Perfian

and Arabian Doclors, before and fince the Holy Flight,

have been its Advocates : And let not Envy refufe to

give fome of the Chrijlian Priejls their due Ac-
knowledgment, who preach'd this Doctrine in the

primitive Affemblies, taught it in the publick

Schools, and enfured it to Pofterity in Learned Ma-
nufcripts. Such were Origen and Ammonius, Cle-

mens of Alexandria, Simplicius, Chryfofiom, Tertullian,

Augufiin : And in more modern Times, Thomas

Aquinas, Marftlius Eicinus, Bonaventure, with many
others.

And 'tis efteem'd the Height of Indian Religion to

this Day ; the Bramins delivering it as an Hereditary

Article of Faith, and Point of Practice, from im-
memorable Ages. Since therefore all Regions in the

World agree in this, notwithftanding their other ce-

remonial and lpeculative Differences ; doubtiefs it

is
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is the Voice and Will of God, not the Contrivance

or Innovation of Man.
Reverend Effendi, it is a common Proverb among

the Chrijiians, That wherefoever God has a Temple,
the Devil has a Chapel. That cunning Spirit, like

a Serpent, winds himfelf into outward Forms and
Ceremonies of Devotion. But he that builds a Mofque

in the Centre of his Soul, may bid Defiance to Tagot:

For that's the Throne of God, near which the Demon
cannot approach.

May thou and I, live always Ccreen'd behind our

felves ; for in that dark Recefs from vifible Things,

the Eternal lives to manifeft his otherwife invifible

Light. Adieu.

Paris, 1 yth of the 6th Moon,

of the Tear 1670.

LETTER XII.

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand
Signior.

AFTER all my Scepticifins, I at this Hour be-

lieve, there is fomething of us remains im-

mortal and incorruptible, when cur grofler Bodie»

are diflblved". Call it what you will ; an Altral

Body, a Ghoft, a Spirit, or ai;y Thing elfe: I am
ienfible fome Part of us will never die. What figni-

fies the vain Difpute of Words, the dark Refolvei of

Plato's Cave ? Let it be Subfance or Accident, Mat-
ter or Form, or a Refult of all ; There is itill a cer-

tain Portion of our Nature, againft which the Strokes

of Death, and of ten hundred thoufand Deaths,

can never prevail. We may be changed indeed ;,

and mafquerade it up and down, perhaps through

I ia-
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infinite Worlds, in fo many different Difguifes; But

we can never be annihilated, or made nothing. We
cannot be excluded from the eternal Lift of Atoms.

The Lofs or Abfence of the leaft Particle from the Uni-

verfe, would either caufe the loudeft never-ending

Thunders and Lightnings, or an everlafting Silence,

Sullennefs, and Darknefs. This mighty aggregate

and ftupendous Heap of Beings would fall to Ru-
in, if there were the leaft Vacuum, or the fmalleft

Mite miffing. . Steal but the moft indivifible Atom
from the reft, and down comes all the Fabrick ; For

one fupports another by an infeparable Adhefion, re-

ciprocal Congruity, and mathematical Fitnefs. They
are fo cunningly hitch'd and knit together, fo clofely

fatten
1

d and indented each with other, by the origi-

nal Aft, or Chance, which formed the World, that

all the Motions of this grand Machine would at an

Inftant ftop, in fuch a Cafe : as does a Watch, when
the leaft Tooth is miffing from any one of the conti-

guous Wheels. Every Thing in Nature is full and

pregnant. Neither can there be any other Empti-
nefs fave what we think we fee in Bottles, or other

hollow Veftels, which, when they are void of Wa-
ter, Wine, or other Liquor, it is but to be

cramm'd brimfull of Air ; which Element infinuates

and crowds itfelf into each diminutive Cranny,

Chink, and Pore of groffer Subftances ; So if the

airy Atoms have any Hollowneffes in them, the fmal-

left Vacancy poffible is ftill fupplied with its full

Meafure of the pure JEther ; and that again with

fome Matter more refined, if fuch there be ; or elfe

it drinks full Draughts of immaterial Eflences. And
by fuch a fubordinate Gradation, human Cou/s* though

in themfelves perhaps, pure incorporeal Spirits, are

yet faften'd and cemented to our Bodies. Thus is one
Being fucceffively, and eternally, either a Syringe, or

Sponge to another. The Elements inebriate one ano-

ther by Turns : An univerfal Epicurifm and Drunk-
ennefs reigns.

So
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So the hot Stomach of the Earth, parch'd with
inward mineral Fires, greedily guzzles down the

very Salt unpalatable Lees of the Sea, rather than be

a-dry : with a thoufand thoufand gaping Throats, it

gulps the Beverage which Neptune's deep and migh-
ty Cellar runs withal. It pants, and fucks eternally,

the thick ropy Settlements of the Oceans Bottom.

Thefe are diftili'd again in hidden Limbecks, Cylin-

ders, and other chemical VefTels below, that fo the

gaping Channels on the Superficies, may be conftant-

ly fupplied with more refin'd Liquor, through the

Springs and Fountains : and yet the Globe not having

quench'd its Thirft with this perpetual Draught, con-

tinually fips up the Rain, a Liquor more fublinie

and pure than all the reft. But this is only en cer-

tain Holy days of Fate, when the Celeftial Powers,

the Planets, Stars, and Conftellations, order a Da-
nalma for the vegetable Race below, to refrefh the

Herbs, the Corn, and Trees, with Banquets from the

Clouds. Then the big-bellied Tuns above are roll'd out

of their hidden Store-houfes, and broach'd ; the Con-
duits of the upper Region fpout and run with plen-

tiful Showers and Cataracts of Nature's feminal

Juk;e, the radical all-chearing Nec"lar of Heaven.

The greedy Soil imbibes the facred ftrong Cafcade

;

each joyful Turf is frolickfome, and fwallows down
large Bumpers of the eleemofynary Wine. Whilft the

le ft dry and crumbling Lump of the late fainting

Glebe, has Drops and Supernaculum: enough to re-

vel on ; till party-colour'd Iris, the Majof-Domo of

thefe yearly FejH<voh, perceiving the ter,d^r Seeds

and Roots are well-nigh fuddled with what at fecond-

hand they have exhaulled from the over-laden Grcund,
makes her Appearance in the Cloud , inviting all

the Guefts to a fplendid Collation of warm B^ms
and R;ys, with which the Sun is minded to regale

them.

A grateful, foft and chearful Ncifc was heird

throughout the Room before. The Earth and Air

were in a merry Humour. Well plcas'd with the

I z De-
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Debauch, they would have fat till Morning at it, be-

ing loth to leave their Liquor behind 'em, or change

it for dry Meat. But at the Sight of Iris every one

changed Countenance ; an univerfal Murmur ran

throughout the Hall; they were forry thus to be baulk-

ed in the midft of their Mirth : 'Till courtly Zephyrs

come with their foft Compliments, and tell 'em, it

is neceflary for their Eafe and Health : Then arc

the Tuns and Bottles removed, with all the drunk-

en Tackle. The Table foon is fpread, and cover'd

with a rich Courfe of glittering Charges, fent from
Phcelus.

That fponging Planet only lives by Bantering and
"Wheedles. The illuflrious Figure he makes i'th'

World, is always borrowed. He never wore a faftii-

onable Drefs in's Life, but what he took up by Tally

from the firft Source of Lights : For which he's

bound to pay fo vaft an Intereft, that he would ne-

ceffarily become a Bankrupt, did he not repair his

broken Fortune, by playing Tricks upon the Earth.

Thus whilft he mocks this fublunary World with
lis pretended Treats, he makes it pay for all with
coflly Exhalations. He plunders the Elements, picks

the Pockets of the Earth, and robs the Treafures of
the Sea ; Nor can he forbear filching fomething from
the Air ; and when he has ftolen enough, he flinks

away i'th' Dark, and flies to the other Side of the

Globe ; there to commence new Shams and Cheats

upon the Antipodes. And all the while, the Stars

are full as bad as he : For like a brave High-way-
man, that Luminary frequents the publick Way of
Heaven by Day j he robs in open Sight of all the

World, and leaves a generous Viaticum where-ever

he borrows any thing. But the Stars, thofe little

Bullies of the Sky, are perfect Night-Pads, Shop-lifts,

and Sharpers ; they fkulk about i'th' Dark, through

all the private Alleys of the Firmament, and commit a

thoufand Murders, Rapes, and other Violences. Some
of their A/pecls are as venomous as the fatal Eyes of

PaJWJks ; they carry divers kinds of mortal Poifons

in
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in their Looks, which they difperfe at random in this

lower World. They ftrtw the Earth with Hemlocks,

Aconites, and other baneful Weeds. They alfo fcatter

up and down the more contagious Seeds of Envy, A-
varice, and a thoufand black infernal Vices, which
take root in human Souls, at our Nativities ; and
growing up with us, in time bring forth the fatal

Fruits of Death. The ugly Race of Dragons, Ser-

pents, Crocodiles, and all the reptile Generations, with
every thing that's hideous, cruel, and deftru&ive on
the Globe, derive their Natures, Qualities, Forms,
and Difpofitions, from fome malignant Stars or Cou-

fiellations, if AJlrologers fay true. So do the fcahf

Mongers of the vajl Abyh ; and every Bird of horrible

Figure flying in the Air. They're ?\\ the Brood,

the Emiflaries, Spies, and Agents of the Powers a-

bove, fent down on thievifh Errands, to prey on
other Animal?, more innocent than themfelves.

There is an eternal Claufe in Nature, whilft every

thirg is either on the Hunt or Flight Thus Heave*
purloins from Earth, and that from Heaven again.

When we are hril conceiv'd, our wandring Souls are

catched, as in a well-bated Trap. And when we
die, 'tis but the SouPs Efcape from one Snare to be
foon trapann'd into another. Perhaps a human Bod)

may be our Prifon again ; or r/e may be attracted

by fome more agreeable Embryo. This magnetick Star

may draw us up to Heaven, or the wide Jaws of all-

devouring Orcus may fwallow us down into the hun-
gry Paunch of Hell, which God avert.

Learned Haly, let not thou and I be too follicitous

about thefe Things : For all our timerous Forecafls

are in vain. But confidering the fecret Magnetifm*
difperfed throughout the Univerfe, and that every

thing attracts its Like, let us take care to qualify

our felves with celeftial Habits and Difpofitions ; and
then we cannot fail of being drawn up to Paredife.

Paris, 2d of the gth Moon,

of the Tear 1671.

I3 LETTER
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LETTER XIII.

To the Mufti.

IN Obedience to thy Commands, I fhall now pro-

ceed, in relating the moil memorable Tranfa&ions

of former Ages, during the four Great Monarchies ;

obferving thy Inftruclions, not to be prolix, or .over-

curious in tracing down the particular Succeffions of

Kings and Princes ; but rather to relate the Actions

cf famous Men, the wife Sayings of the Ancients,

with luch other Remarks, as may be at once delight-

ful and inftruftive.

'Twill be no Breach of this Rule, to begin where

I left of? in my former Letter, with the Death of

Darius, and Succeffion of Xerxes, his younger Son ;

there being fomething of Nicety in the Plea be-

tween him and his elder Brother Artabazenes for

the Crown ; For this laid Claim to it on the Account

of his Primogeniture : But in regard he was born

before Darius was made King, the Succeffion \va3

determined in Favour cf Xerxes, who had a double

Advantage, in being begot by a crown'd King, and

born cf Atcjh, the Daughter of Cyrus, who fit ft

tftablihYd this Monarchy.
As foon as Xerxes was fettled in the Ttjrone, he

led an Army into Egypt, and fuppreffed the Infur-

reftions in that Country. Then he fitted out a Fleet

of 4200 Ships, on board of which were above five

hundred thoufand Men. He had a Land Army
alfo confifling of Two millions and five hundred

thoufand Soldiers, of feveral Nations. With this

vafl Multitude he march'd againft the Grecians ; and

to facilitate the Voyage of his Fleet, he caufed one

Part of his Army to dig a Paflage through Mount
Athos, whereby the Sea was let in, and the Ships

might fail two a-breali ; whilft another part of the

Soldier's
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Soldiers were employed in building a Bridge of Boats

over the Hellefcnt. No fooner was this done, but

there arofe a vehement Tempeft ; which fo difcom-

poftd thole narrow Seas, that between the Winds
and Waves, the Boats which made this Bridge were

all dilperfed, broken, and caft away.

This fo incenfed Xerxes, that he commanded the

Sea to be fcourged with Whips, and a Chain to be

thrown into it, as a Mark of its future Subjection,

lie alfo beheaded thofe who built the Bridge, and
chafed others to make a new one.

Here one of Xerxeis Eunuchs, and a particular

Favourite of the King, fent for a Grecian of the

Ifle of Chios, who had formerly deprived him of

the Evidences of his Virility. And the old Man com-
ing with his Sons to wait on this great Courtier, the

Eunuch caufed him frfl to caitrate his own Sons, and
afterwards forced them to do the fame by their Father,

in Revenge of his own Lofs and Difgrace.

From hence Xerxes marched with his Army by
the Place where once flood the famous Town of
Trey, went in Pilgrimage to the Tomb of King Pri-

amus ; where he Sacrificed ten Hecatombs of Oxen to

the Ghofts of the ancient Heroes, and to the Divinity

of the River of Zcamander, which his Soldiers drank
dry, and yet half of them had not quench'd their

Thirft.

After this, he came to the Hellefpont, where taking

a Survey of all his Land and Sea-Forces, which
cover'd the Hellefpont, and all the neighbouring Shores ;

and contemplatir.g the Shortnefs of Man's Life ; and
that of fo innumerable a Multitude, not one mould
be alive at an hundred Years End, he wept bitterly.

Then having facrificed to the Sun, for the good
Succefs of his Expedition, he caufed all his Army to

pafs over the Hellefpont by his Bridge of Boats ; after

which, they drank their Way through another River,

which had not Water enough to fatisfy half his Men
and Cattle : For his Army increafed all the Way, by
the Acceflions of Soldiers out of every Nation through

I 4 which,
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which he paffed. Yet Leonidas, King of Sparta, with

a fmall Body of 4000 Lacedemonians, gave Battle to

the whole Army of Xerxes. And in a Sea-Fight at

Salamis, the Per/ians loft 5 oo Ships, with a confider-

able Part of their Army ; which, with other Dif-

afters, or Sicknefs, Famine, &c. fo terrified this great

Monarch, that he polled back again as faft as he could,

by the Way of the Hellefpont, which he crofted in a

poor Fifher-Boat all alone, leaving Mardonius to pur-

fue the Wars in Greece. But an ill Fate attended their

Arms ; for at Platea the Grecians fet upon them un-

der Pau/anias their General, and routed the whole
Army, killing above two hundred thoufand of them
upon the Spot, and burning their Camp and Navy.

Xerxes hearing thefe ill Tidings, fled towards his

own Country ; and by the Way fet Fire to the Tem-
ples of the Gods of Babylon, and other Parts of djia,

fparing none but that magnificent Fane at Epbefus,

which was renown'd throughout the whole World.
About this time died Pagapates, the faithful Eu-

nuch of Darius, who had paffed feven whole Years

mourning at the Tomb of his Mafter.

I muft not omit the Treachery of Pau/anias, the

Lacedemonian General, who held a private Corre-

spondence with Xerxes. And having been twice ac-

cufed of Treafon, and as often acquitted, was the

third Time difcovered by a Boy, whom he kept as

his Minion ; and by the Sentence of the Epbori, was
ftarved to Death.

Thou haft forbidden me to augment the Bulk of
thefe hiftorical Letters, with Glofles, or Remarks of

my own, or elfe it were a proper Occafion to put

thy Holinefs in mind, how great a Value ought to be

fet on a faithful Man ; and let Nature itfelf plead my
Excufe for entrenching on thy Orders, whilft I vin-

dicate my felf from the Calumnies of the Envious ;

and beg of thee to reft affured, That no Man on
Earth can be truer to his Truft, than the Arabian

Slave Mabmut.

Sat
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But to return to Xerxes. He was unfaithfully dealt

with by the Captain of his Guard ; who by the

Afliftance of Spamitres the King's Chamberlain,

and fevcn other Confpirators, killed him in his Bed

with his eldelt Son Darius, and crowned Artaxerxet

in his ftead.

To him fled Themijlocles the Athenian, who was
fufpecled a Partner in the Treafon of Paufanias.

The King received him into his Favour, and made
him Governor of a Province, adding the Gift of

live great Cities, to furnilh him with Money for the

Expences of his Table and Wardrobe. And this the

King did, not as a Reward or Encouragement of

Treafon, (from which he knew Themijlocles was
free, being falfly accufed by the Athenians,) but he

heaped thofe Honours on him, as a Debt to the

Merits of that once illuftrious Enemy, now become

a Friend, and feeking Shelter in the Perfian King-

dom, from the barbarous Ingratitude of his own,

Countrymen ; who, for all his eminent Services to

Greece, could think of no better Acknowledgment,

than to put to death as a Tray tor, the braveft and
wifeft Captain of that Age.

Not long after this, the Per/tans loft two hundred

Ships in a Sea-Fight with the Grecians, and were

routed at Land by a Stratagem of Cimon, the Gre-

cian General, who after the Naval Vidlory, put his

Men on Board the Perfian Veflels which he had ta-

ken, and apparelling them in the Garments of the

Perfian Captives, landed them near the Enemies Camp
in Pamp'y/ia ; who taking them for Friends, fuffer-

ed them to enter their Trenches without Jealoufy ;

and fo were all flaughter'd, except a few, who ef-

caped by the Swiftnefs of their Horfes.

About this time, Pericles was made Prince of A-
tlens, of whom I made mention in my former Let-

ters. And Themifiocles being made General of the

Petfian Army, and fent againft the Grecians ; rather

than fight againft his Country, or betray the Caufe

of his new Mafter, became a voluntary Viclim to his

I 5 own
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own Integrity and Honour : For, facrificing a Bull

in his March, he drank off a Bowl of the Blood,

and fell down dead at the Foot of the Altar.

The next War the Perjians were engaged in, was
with Egypt ; where in a Battle near Memphis, they

loft an hundred thoufand Men. But fending frefh

Recruits, they dried up the River Nile, where the

Athenian Fleet, confederate with the Egyptians, lay

at Anchor. Which fo amazed the Egyptians, that

they made their Peace with them : And the Athe-

nians fet their own Shi^s on Fire, in number 200,
and returned Home with Difgrace, when they had

been fix Years in Egypt. And after this, a Peace

was concluded between the Perjians, and thofe of

Greece. And in the fifth Year of the 8th Olympiad,

which .foon followed, there was an univerfal Peace

throughout the World, which continued till the firft

Year of the 87th Olympiad, at what rime began the

Teloponnejian War.
In the 4th Year of the 88th Olympiad, Artaxerxes

died, and his Son Xerxes was inverted with the

Crown. But at a Year's End, being overcome with

Wine, and falling afleep in a Place where no Guard
was kept, his Brother Secundianus, with the Help of

an Eunuch, murder*d him, and took the Government
on himfelf. He alfowas foon after difpatched by his

Brother Darius.

I over-run whole Olympiads, without mentioning

any Thing, fave the Tranfaclions which made molt

Noife in thofe Times. But I am unwilling to flip

the Reign of any King, though I fpeak but two
Words of it, that fo thou mayeft have a perfett

Idea of their Sueceflion.

During the whole Series of Darius''s Reign, Hi-

ftory mentions nothing remarkable, but. is taken up
in relating the little Quarrels, and Reconcilia-

tions of feveral Provinces in Greece, fome private

Treaties between the Perfian Governors of LeJTcr

Ajia and thofe of Pelcponnejus, and the Overtures of

J*cace between the Lacedemonians and the Perjians,

the
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the End of the Pelofonnefiah War, with fuch other

Paflages, as would be too tedious for a Letter.

I will only rehearfe a memorable Saying of Da-
rius, on his Death-bed, to his eldeft Son Artaxerxes,

who was to fucceed him in the Throne. The Prince

being allured by the Royal Phylicians, that his Fa-

ther's End drew near, thus addreffed Darius : * My
* Father, fince it is the Will of the Gods to take
* you from Earth, into their own blefled Society,

* and that you have been pleafed, with the Confent
* of the Nobles, to declare me your Succeflbr in

* the Kingdom ; tell me, I befeech you, by what
* Methods of Policy you have govern'd this Empire
' theie nineteen Years, that fo I may follow your
' Example.' To whom the King reply'd ; ' My Son,
' be aflur'd, That if my Reign has been blefled with
* greater Succefs and Peace, than thofe of my Pre-
* deceliors, 'tis becaufe in all Things I have honour-
* ed the immortal Gods, and done Juftice to every
« Man.'

As foon as Artaxerxes was poflefled of the Crown,
he fent for his Brother Cyrus, and put him in Ma-
nacles of Gold, with Defign to make him privately

away ; but at the Interceflion of his Mother, he releafed

him again, and reftor'd him to his Government of

Lydia.

About this Time, Plato the Philofopher being

very young, gave an early Specimen of a ripe Wit,
in comforting Antimacbus the Poet, who loft the

Garland in a Conteft with Nicfratus, at the Lyfan-

dr'tan Feaft. For when he beheld the Poet extreme-

ly vex'd at the Ignorance and Partiality of Lyfander,

who knew not how to ditiinguith between his lofty

Meafures, and the fiat Rhimes of his Antagonift;
Plato bid him be of good Courage : For, laid he,

his Ignorance no more dimini/hes thy Knowledge, than
a blind Many

s jnijiaking tbct/or another, nuould deprive
thee of thy Sight.

When Cyrus was return'd to his Government he
plotted to depoie his Brother ; and to- win Lyfander

16 u»
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to his Party, he prefented him with a Ship built all

of Gold and Ivory. Alcibiades, the famous Athe-

nian Captain perceiving this, defign'd to give Ar-
taxtrxts notice of his Brother's Treafon : But by
the Way he was murthered himfelf by fome Sol-

diers, hired for that Purpofe by Lyfander ; who yet

durft not fet upon him in the Day-time, when he

was armed in his own Defence, but in the Night
fet his Houfe on Fire ; and as he was efcaping thro'

the Flames and Smoke, they, lying in Ambufh, fhot

him dead with Arrows.

However, Artaxerxes quickly became fenfible of

his Brother's Defigns ; and raifing an Army of Nine
hundred thcufand Men, gave him Battle not far from
Babylon. In the Fight he was wounded by Cyrus;

but after a hot Difpute, Cyrus was kill'd, and Ar-
taxerxes got the Vi&ory.

Parijatis, the Mother of Cyrus, to revenge the

Death of her Son, caufed thofe that wounded him
to be kill'd with lingring Torments ; and inviting

Queen Statira the Wife of Artaxerxes to a Feaft,

fiie divided the Bird Rhindaces afunder with a Knife

poifoned on one Side, and gave the venomed Part to

Statira, eating the other herfelf. Upon which, the

Queen died in horrible Anguifh and Torture.

The famous Deeds of many Heroes are alfo re-

corded, during the Reign of this Artaxerxes ; as of

Agejilaus, King of the Spartans ; lphicrates, Pbar-
naiazus, Tijjfaphernes, and Tiribazus, Perjians, with

Conon the Athenian. But fearing to intrench on thy

Patience, I content my felf with only mentioning

their Names, and fo finifh my Letter with the Con-
clufion of Artaxerxes

1

* Life, who died of Grief

for the Death of his Son Arfames, whom Ocbus, his

Brother, had caufed to be murthered out of Envy and

Jealoufy, becaufe his Father doated on him.

If I have not anfwered thy Expectation in this Let-

ter, blame not me, but the Hiftorians, from whom
I have collected thefe Paflages ; or accufe the Men
©f that Age, that they did not perform greater Ac-

tions.
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tions. However, in the next thou fhalt hear of the

Birth and Life of a great Prophet, even Alexander,

the Conqueror of all Afia. In the mean Time, I

plunge my felf in the Ideas of the Duft thou tread-

eft on, and fhrinking into an Abftradt of Humility,

I bid thee Adieu.

Paris, zdoftke qth Moon,

of the Tear 167 1.

^ END of the Third Book.
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LETTER I.

To Pefteli Heli, his Brother, Matter

of the Cuftoms, and Superintendent

of the Arfenal at Conftantinople.

Know not well, whether it is my
Part to be forry or glad, when I hear

thy Son is wild and prodigal >• that he
is amorous, and very much addi&ed
to frolick with Women, Wine, and
Mufick ; that he frequents the Baths,

and Play-houfes, on purpofe to make ibme Iutereft

fes
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for his Love, that he may fometimes get a Sight of

beautiful Ladies, and have the Pleafure of being ad-

mitted into their Company ; that he haunts the

Society of Foreign Merchants, the Houfes of Chri-

frian Ambailadors, and iniinuates himfelf into the Ac-
quaintance and Familiarity of all Travellers who make
any Figure in the Imperial City.

I proteft, it feems difficult in my Opinion to de-

termine, whether thou thy felf hall Reafon to be

grieved at all this, or not rather to rejoice, as at a

Prefage of his future good Fortune, fince it is a ma-
nifeft Argument of trie Greatnefs of his Soul : And
let that alone to work v ut its own Way to Happi-
nefs. Never check a generous Spirit : For fuch are

full of the Divinity. They are the Eagles, the Lions,

the Kings and Princes of the Earth. Their Veins

flow with facred Blood : Their Nerves ftrut with

the Milk of Paradife. A thoufand Excellencies pof-

fefs their Hearts, and ten thoufand Perfections take

Root in their Brains. Whatever of precious is fcat-

tered up and down in the Elements, meets in their

accomplifhed Nature, as in an Epitome, or rich

Compendium of the brighter! EfTences ; an Extract

of all that is valuable, good, and lovely in the Uni-
verfe.

Be not difcourag'd to fee thy Son amorous of Wo-
men : *Tis a Sign of a good Nature. And he is look

Td
upon as a Monfter, or degenerate Perfon, who feels

no Warmths or Paflions for that lovely Sex. Women
are fent into the World, on purpofe to blew up thofe

gentle Flames within our Breafts, which fublimate

our groffer Mould, and make us more refin'd. Love
is a facred Frenzy of the Soul, a divine Madnefs.

elevating a Man up to the Pitch of a Santone, and
rendring him the Care of the benigner Demons. He
is every where fafe ; having the Favour of Gods and

Men, as the Roman Poet expreffes it

:

^uif^uis amort tenetur, eat iutu/quefacerque.

And
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And had it not been for thy own Experience of

this noble Paffion, thou hadit not had a Son to com-
plain of.

Perhaps it makes him expenfive and coftly in his

Manner of living. He would, no doubt, appear

gay and polite in the Eyes of his Miftrefles : He
would be generous and magnificent in his Enter-

tainments, liberal to his Friends and Acquaintance,

charitable to all Perfons in Diftrefs. And canft thou

really blame him for putting in Practice fo many
amiable Virtues ? Is not this better than to fee him
of a fneaking, fordid Temper, addicted to Avarice,

and other ignoble Vices ? Remember thy own Ge-
nius, when thou wert young ; what a paffionate De- •

light thou tookelt in travelling : Yet, this could not

be maintained without great Charges. Confider

therefore, that it is thy own Blood, running in the

Veins of thy Son, which prompts him to a noble

"Way of living. And do not thou imitate thofe Fathers,

who by their Severity, teach their Children to de-

generate, inftead of making them better, or more
reformed. They frighten them from the Paths of

innate Virtue, for the Lucre of their Gold, take a-

bundance of Pains to inftrudt them in the Methods
of Covetoufnefs ; as if that alone were the Zenith of

Wifdom and Virtue, whereas it is in Truth the very

Sink and Seminary of all Vice.

J will relate to thee a Story which I have heard

in Paris, which has fomething in it very Angular

and remarkable, concerning the Affection and Care
cf a Father toward his extravagant and prodigal Son.

This old Gentleman had a fair Seat, about ten Leagues

from this City, which had belonged to his Family
for the Space of five hundred Years. His yearly

Revenue was very confiderable ; and having only one

Son, he gave him the Liberty of rrr. r,aging half his

Eftate, when he came to the Age of one and twenty

Years.

Ihii
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This young Spark being of a high Spirit, was fo

far from harbouring any Thoughts of Frugality,

that he could hardly brook the Neceffity of living

within the Compafs of his Allowance. He addicted

himfelf to Gaming, Drinking, and other lewd Cour-

fes, which in a ftiort Time confum'd his Means,
and reduced him to great Streights.

About the fame Time his Father died, and left

him the Remainder of his Eftate, giving him all

the Inftrudtions that are ufual in fuch Cafes ; and
among the reft of his fage Counfels, he charged him,
if it (hould be his Misfortune to become a Bankrupt
again, fo as to be forced to fell his Eftate, that he

would at leaft not part with that Houfe, which had
been fo long in the Pofleflion of their Family : Efpe-

cially he conjured him to referve one particular

Chamber for himfelf as long as he lived, which was
the fame where he then lay a-dying ; For this, (aid

he, <iuill be a Sancluary for you, when you have no

ether Place of Refuge in the World.

After the old Man's Deceafe, his Son fell to his

former Courfe of Life ; and, to make fhort of it, in

a few Years fpent all his Patrimony; even that very

Houfe it felf, which he was forced to fell at laft

for an Under-price, to fupply his prefent Neceffi-

ties. However, he obeyed his Father's laft Injunction ;

and in the Sale of the Houfe, made Articles for the

perpetual Claim and Ufe of that Chamber to him-
felf.

It was not long before he had confumed the Mo-
ney which he had received for the Houfe : So that

now his laft Support was gone. He try'd to borrow
of fome of his Friends and Acquaintance : And in

Charity they fupply *d him at firft with fmall Sums :

But when he often prefs'd them, they grew weary of
of him, and deny'd to part with any more.
The difconfolate Gentleman, overwhelm'd with

Grief and Melancholy, returns to his Chamber, ho-

ping to find forae Eafe in that private Recefs, where

Jtt
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he might at leaft have the Privilege of venting his

Sorrow in Sighs and Tears.

He pafs'd away Tome Time in this dejected Con-
dition, when at length he cail his Eyes on an old

Trunk which flood in the Corner of the Chamber,
and which he had fcarce ever regarded before. An
odd Curiofity prompted him to rife and look into

this Trunk, perhaps not fo much in Hopes of find-

ing any Relief there, as to divert himielf and pafs

away the tedious Minutes. And yet 'tis natural for
People in great Calamities and Misfortunes, to fatter

thtmfelves with the Imagination of unexpefled Reliefs,

and to catch at every the leaf Glimpfe or Hhadonv, that

Jtcms to prefage any Good. Be it how it Will, he fell

to rifling the 1 r^nk, but found nothirg, fave a Par-

cel of old Rags and Papers, with other Remnants
and Fragments of Silk, Linnen, and Velvet, the

Rtiiqaes and Spoils of his Father's Wardrobe. This
was no Booty lor him : However, he ceafed not his

Scrutiny, till he had quite empty'd the Trunk ; when,
to his no fmall Aflonifhment, he found thefe Words
on the Bottom : Ab, Prodigal ! haft thou fpent All,

andfold thy Houfs ? Now go and hang thy felf There

is a Rope ready provided for tbte in the Beam of the

Chamber.
The young Gentleman looking to the Ceiling,

and feeing a Halter hang there, being failen'd to an
Iron Ring, was flruck with fuch a Damp, that con-

cluding it was the Will of Fate, that he mould fulfil

the Words he found on the Bottom of the Trunk,
he immediately took a Chair, or Stool, and placing

it jaft under the Rope, got up and raifed himielf up-

on it, that fo he might the better reach the defigned

Inflrument of his Death.

He flood not long mufing : For Life appear'd now
infupportable to him. Wherefore putting the Hal-

ter about his Neck, in tb,e Height of Defpair he

kick'd the Stool away : When behold, inftead of

hanging there, he fell to the Ground, the weighty

Swing of his Body having pulled out a Piece of

fquare
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fquare Timber from the Beam, being that Part to

which the Ring was failen'd. Immediately he was

like to be overwhelmed, and buried alive in a great

Heap of Gold, which came fhowering down upon

him out of the hollow Place, which his Father had

contrived on Purpofe in the Beam, to put this kind

Sarcafm on his Son, now fufficientlr mortified by fo

many Sorrows.

In a word, this made fo deep an Impreflion on
him, that he grew reform'd, buying all his Eftate

back again w th Part of the Money ; and employing

the reft in Merchandizing, grew to be a richer Man
than his Father, or any of his Progenitors.

Dear Pefttli, thy Son is Generous and Witty : It is

thy Part to reclaim him by Methods agreeable to his

Nature. For Ruggednefs and Auiterity will make
him but the worfe.

Paris, $th of the wth Moon,

of the Tear 1 6 7 1

.

LETTER II.

To Codorafrad Cbeick, a Man of the

Law.

HERE has happened an Accident of late which
teftifies the Zeal of the French for their Reli-

gion, as well as it difcovers the rafh and unwarran-
table Fury of a bigotted Defperado. This Perfon was
one of that Sect they call Hugonots, of whom there

are great Multitudes in France j and they arc diame-
trically oppofite to thofe of the Roman Faith in their

Principles, and the Manner of worshipping God; yet
are tolerated by the State, to prevent the Inconve-
niences of a Civil War, and the Effufioa of Human

Blood.
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Blood. The King chufing rather by Clemency to

win them to his Party, than by a fevere Execution

of the Laws in Force againft them, to compel their

Confidences in Matters relating to God.
Yet many Men are of Opinion, that this Royal

Condefcenfion will not have its defired Effecl, upon

a flubborn and ungrateful Sort of People ; who, in-

Head of being obliged to Fidelity and Obedience by
fuch indulgent Favours, are apt to interpret them as

Arguments of the King's Impotence and Difabiiity to

punifh thofe that refill his Authority, and to harden

themielves the more in their factious Infolence : As
it will appear by what I am going to rehte of a

certain religious Furiofo, a Hugonot, by Profefiion.

This Fellow coming one Day into the great Temple
in Paris, which they call Nojire Dame, makes up di-

reftly toward the Prieft who was celebrating Mafs

;

and waiting a convenient Seafon to execute his Pur-

pofe, juft as the Prieft was elevating that which they

efleem the Sacramental Body of Jefus the Mejfias,

above his Head, according to Cuftom, that it might
be adored by all the Congregation ; this Ruffian ftept

to him, and linking the Wafer out of his Hand,
trampled it under Foot, and then aftaffinated the Prieft

ivith his Dagger.

The whole Affembly were aftonilhed at fuch ai
unexampled Attempt. They flood ftill like Statue*

for a while, and fullered the Villain to pafs through

the Throng, till he came to the very Gate of the

Temple : When beginning to rouze out of their Stu-

pefaction, fome ran after him, and fo he was feiz'd,

and carried before the next Cadi, or Judge of Crimi-

nal Caufes, who condemn'd him to have his Right

Hand firft cut off before the Gate of the fame Temple,
where he had been guilty of this Aflaffine and Pro-

phanation, and his Body prefently afterwards to be

burnt alive. Which was accordingly executed.

But not thinking this a fufficient Expiation of the

Dilhonour done to God, the Archbilhop of Paris

com-
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commanded Prayers to be made, which they call the

Oraifons of Forty Hours. He appointed alfo a So-

lemn Proceflion of all the Clergy to the Temple of

Noftre Dame, to cleanfe it from the Defilement which
(according to their Belief) it had contracted by this

impious Aftion. The feveral Companies of the

City likewife attended thefe Ceremonies in their Robes
of Honour, to teltify their Devotion.

Thou wilt not conclude me an Infidel, or fay that

I undertake the Patronage of the Roman Religion,

if I condemn this Fellow as a Martyr to his own
Prefumption and Arrogance. The Romans and Hu-
gonots are all alike to me, fo long as they are equal-

ly Enemies to the Meflenger of God. But it is not

decent or wife, neither good Manners nor Policy, to

affront the eftablifhed Religion of the Country where
a Man lives. 'Twas fufficient that this Ruffian and
all his Brethren had the Liberty of ferving God after

their own Way. It was an unpardonable Immora-
lity to difturb the lawful Priefts of the Nation, efpe-

cially in fo barbarous a Manner, in the very Height
of their Myfleries, the midft of their daily Sacrifice,

at the Altar of their God, where they profefs to im-

molate after a tranfcendant Manner, no lefs than the

Body and Blood of the Mejfias.

Doubtlefs, all Nations are zealous for their Religion,

and we Mujfulmans fhould not fcruple to put to

Death a head ftrong Giafar, who would prefume but

to pollute our facred Mofques by his uncircumcifed

Prefence ; much lefs fhould we fpare him, if he at-

tempted to offer any Violence to a true Believer, as

he was adoring the Eternal Unity after the Way ob-

ferved by our Fathers, and commanded by the Pro-

phet. And tho' thefe Naxarenes are Worfhippers of
Images and Pictures ; tho' they adore that which tor

all outward Appearance is but a Piece of Bread ; yet

the Precept of Mofes ought to be regarded, which
fays, Ye Jball not blafphtme the Gods of the Nations

nubitberye go to dwell.

Venerable



190 Letters writ by Vol. VII:

Venerable SuccefTor of Mo/es and the Prophets,

vouchfafe to pray for Mahmut, that whilft he dwells

among thefe Infidels, he may 'neither make Ship-

wreck of his Faith by embracing their Vanities,

nor yet forfeit his Difcretion by any rude, unfeemly,

or violent Carriage againft them.

Paris, 23d of the \zth Mock,

of the Year 1671.

LETTER III.

To Dgnet Oglou.

THERE are a Sort of Men among the Naza-
rette Ecclefiafticks, whom they call Cafuifts.

Thefe are profoundly vers'd in the Learning of the

Schools, which (if thou remembreft) honeil Father

Antonio, the Old Sicilian Prieit, our Friend, ufed to

term, The Science of Hulks. A dry, chaffy Sort of

Knowledge, confifting only of empty vapid No-
tions, windy idea?, Diflinclions made in Sand,

which may be effaced, alter'd, or form'd at Plea-

sure. The very Conremplation of thefe Metaphy-
seal Trifles, is enough to put one in a Fever ; fo

fubtle is the Pcifon they contain: a Spiritual Venom,
which darts like Lightning thro' one's Thoughts, and
foon ferments the Soul, boiling our Reafon up, to

fcum and froth it felf away in Divine Jargon and Re-
ligious Nor.fenfe.
1 Thefe Men will fplit a Hair in Divinity to make
a Scruple, or to difannul it. They raife a Duft in the

Eyes of thofe thar give heed to them, and play faft

and loofe with Human Reafon, as it ferves a Turn.
They'll make-a Hog of a Cufliion, and turn an Ele-

phant into a Cofiee-Difh, with their enchanting Hasc-

ceuies,
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ceities, Identities, Quatenus's, and the reft of their

Learned Legerdemain, the perfedt Hocus-Pocus of the

Sorbonne ; by whicn they juggle Men out of their

Senfes ; and frame Chimaera'b far more monftrous

than thofe in the Fiftions of Ot/iV, or the more
early and mylterious Poems of Mufaus, Orpheus,

and Hefiod. They teach Men to (tumble at a Feather

in the Way of a Religious Life, yet not to boggle

at a Mflftone or a Mountain, where Intereft calls for

Refolution and Speed. They ftart more Difficulties

than themfelves can anfwer in the Cafes of the Poor.

But where Plenty of Gold appears, every Thing is

made eafy and plain. Mere Higglers in Religion;

Quacks and Empiricks in Matters of Confcience j

murdering a Thouland diitemper'd Souls, for one

they cure : Pretending to be Guides to Paradife, they

lead Men through uncouth Paths and intricate Wind-
ings, till they are loft in Labyrinths of Error, bor-

dering on the Confines of Hell. And then they

leave them to themfelves ; where, if they make one

fatfe Step, they go out of their Bounds ; trefpafs on
the Devil's Frontiers ; and fo are either in Danger of

a Precipice, or at leaft of being taken Captives by
the outlying Scouts of the Infernal Kingdom, from
whom 'tis difficult to efcape.

There were fuch as thefe alfo among the Jews
and Gentiles of old, and fo there are at this Day in

all Religions, Men who are fevere in Puncuiio's, and
neglect the more important Precepts of the Law.
Nor can the Mujfulmans themfelves be free from this

Embarrafiment of the Faith and Truth brought

down from Heaven.

If thou obferveft the grave and fupercilious Looks
of our Imaums Mollahs, Cadies, C5>. thou'lt take

'em for the jufteft Men, the holieft Saints on Earth.

Mark but their Difcourfe, 'tis an Abridgment of the

jilcoran. They're feen each Morning at the firft Hour
of Publick Prayer, walking before the Mofques, or fit-

ting in the Rcyai Cemeteries, under fome melancholy

Cyprefs,
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Cyprefs, reading the Book of Aflhnak, or fome other

fpiritual Treatile. With Eyes call up to Heaven, or

humbly fixed upon the Ground, and mimick Poftures

of their Hands, they aft Devotion to the Life : Yet,

in their Hearts, perhaps, are Hudying how to cir-

cumvent their Neighbours.

Go to thefe Perfons for Inftruftion in any doubt-

ful Cafe, they will hamper thee with far-fetched

Terms and crabbed Problems j with formal Afpefts,

and tedious Circumlocutions ; ftroaking their Beards,

and fighing from deceitful Breafts, they will in-

duftrioufly amufe thy Soul with dark ^Enigma's, and

trapan thy Senfe in Snares of infignificant and unin-

telligible Words ; ftriving to make thee believe, they

are the Picklocks of the eternal Cabinet, if not the

Privy-Counlellors of Heaven : Whereas the way of

Piety 'is plain, and circumfcribed with certain noted

Boundaries. 'Tis hard indeed for a bewilder'd Tra-

veller to find the narroweft Gate, and firft Avenue of

this facred Path, amongft fo many gorgeous glitter-

ing Portals ever (landing open, and inviting Men into

the fpacious Fields of Vice. But when he has once

entered the obfcurer Pafs, he has nothing elfe to do,

but go directly on, without turning to the right

Hand, or the Left, only regarding the fixed Land-

marks of eternal Truth, invariable Reafon, and found

Morality. To fpeak plainly, a Man's Duty is com-
prehended in a few eafy Rules ; and he that goes to

render 'em difficult, by knotty, thorny Gloffes, throws

Stumbling-blocks before the Feet of true Believers,

and interrupts their Pilgrimage to Heaven.

My Friend, if any pious Scruple trouble thee or

me, let us henceforth be our own Cafuifts ; and not

by blind implicit Faith, enflave our Souls to Men
perhaps more ignorant than our felves. The Law i«

plain and pofitive,. in neceiTary Matters. What need

we feek to entangle our felves more ?

If we perform our Oraifons at the appointed Hours,

whai matter is it, whether we obferve the fix Tradi-

tionary
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tionary Poftures, or no ? We that are illuminated, I

only fpeak of fuch. As for the phlegmatick dull

Multitude, 'tis fit they fhould be curb'd with Difci-

pline, and made to obferve the nice Punctilio's of

Obedience. What fignifies the old verfatiie Turn
of the Head, from one Side to the other, as if we
thought to catch the Prophet peeping over our

Shoulders ? Or, where is the Senfe of the profounder

Myftery of poring on our Fingers with extended

Palms, as if we were at School, and learning our Al-

phabet ; or imitated the clownifh Rufticks of drme-
nia ; who as they work i'th' Fields and Vineyards,

will make a Dial of their Hand, a Gnomon of a
Straw, and lofe an Hour in ftedfaft gazing on their

dirty Fifts, to know what time of Day it is ? Then
the myfterious refting of our Hands upon our Knees,

with other formal Ceremonies ; What are they all,

but an external Difcipline, confirm'd by ancient Cu-
ftom, and obferved for Order's fake ? This need not

trouble thee or me, whenever we have occafion to

retrench fuch indifferent Niceties.

Nay, to go farther ; if we mould negleft the

ftated Periods of folemn Adoration, compelled there~

to by Sicknefs, Travelling, or any other Neceffity ;

be not difconfolate, as if thou hadit been guilty of a
mortal Sin. Some fupererogating Work of Charity,

will cancel ten fuch Faults as that : Or at leaft, thou

may'ft look boldly in the Face of God, when at ano-

ther Seafon, on thy Knees, thou makeil ample Com-
penfation ; or by facred Abftinence and Falling, dif-

perfefl all the Mills and Clouds of Guilt, that fat fo

heavy on thy Soul. The Times are all alike to him that

is Eternal. There's no Dillinftion of Day or Night,

with that immortal EJlence, who made the Sun and
Stars, and is Himfelf the unchangeable Source of Light.

So, if we lhould addrefsourielves to Heaven, with-

out the ufual Forms of Prayer, or any Words at all

;

we have no reafon to be fad, as if our Oraifons were
ineHedoal and unheard. In the eternal, high
Recefs, our filent Vows, and lbfteit Whifpers of the

K Soul,
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Soul, echo as loud as the moll bold, and noify Cla-

mour of the Tongue. There is a Rank of Spirits

among the reft above, on purpofe made to waft the

fecret Thoughts of mortal Men to Heaven. We can-

not fail of Audience there, whenever we fend the

leaft Ejaculation up, with firm Credentials from the

Heart.
• In a word, believe, my Dgnet, That the Supreme-

ly Intelligent and Wife chiefly regaids the Intention

and Fervor of our Minds, the habitual Bent of our

Souls, with the innocent and pious Actions of our

Lives. He is not to be moved (unlefs to Indigna-

tion) by the vain Tautologies of our verbal Oraifons,

the naufeating Crambe of devouteft Words, common
to Hypocrites and Perfons of Sincerity, to the mofl

incorrigible Sinners and the greatefl Saints. The
humble Silence of a Heart refign'd to Deftiny, is a

pacifick Sacrifice, atoning for the greatefl Sins, at-

tracting choicefl Favours, Smiles and Benediclions

from the Eternal. This is the Difcipline of facred

Love, the Rule of perfedl Life, the fecret Chart of

the Elett, whereby they fleer their Courfe to Para-

dife.

Which of the Prophets was a formal Beadfman,

to number out his Oraifons at Finger's-End, and of-

fer up to God a fhort and vain Retail of Words, in

Recompence of infinite Bounties pafl, and in hopes

of more to come ?

When Mahomet was purfued by cruel Tnfidels, and

fore'd to make the Wildernefs his Sanctuary, and

hide himfelf within the Hollow of an aged* Oak, he

did not feek to amufe the Eternal with ftudied Forms
of Speech, and human Eloquence, or tire th' im-
mortal Ears with a religious long Harangue ; as if

he thought to enfnare the general Mercy of the Ho-
ly One, in Trains of artificial and elaborate Lan-

guage, or catch his more particular Indulgence,

in a Trnp of fubtle Rhetorick. The harmlefs

Saint, with Heart and Face compos'd, with felf-

denying Thoughts and Looks, flood like a Statue in

the
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the blefled Afylum : Whilft gentle Rivulets of com-
panionate Tears trill'd down his Checks, his Soul

was pierced w : th facred Pity to his Enemies. He
figh'd and wifli'd, in fhort, whatever blamelcfs Piety

could fuggeft for him and them. Angels immedi-

ately carried the prophetick Vows to Heaven. His
filent paffionate Prayer was heard. The cruel Per-

fecutors, blinded with impious Fury, rufhed into the

Defart ; they fpread themfelves abroad, and rode at

large : one Traytor fpurred his Horfe thro' thickefl:

Webs of low-entangled Thorns and Under-woods,

greedy of the Royal and Majeftick Prey ; whilft

others took the open Paths, hoping to overtake

the Prophet on the Flight. They feem'd to fwiru,

or fly rather than ride, fuch was the Swiftnefs of

their Courfe, fierce was the Cry, re-echo'd from the

Hollows of the Rocks and Vallics, Mecca, for the

Head of Mahomet. Some Humbled at the out-creep-

ing Roots of Trees, and broke a Leg or an Arm, by
a precipitate Fall from off" their Beafts ; whilil others

had their Eyes ftruck blind by interfering Twigs. One
had his Turbant rudely brufh d ofF, and Scalp fevere-

ly fhaved, by broken Stumps of Boughs, and Rows
of knotty Branches, placed and bent down by Fate,

on pnrpofe to avenge the A po file's Caufe on fuch a
Mifcreant as this. Another could not curb his Horfe
from jumping down into a deep Quarry, digg'd in

the midil of the Wood, where the proud rltretick

driih'd his Skull and Brains upon the Marble Pave-

ment at the Bottom. So fennble and vindictive are

inanimate Creatures, when a good Man, a Saint, a
Friend of God, is wronged. The very Stocks and

-Stone:, and all the Elements arc touched with facred

Sympathies at fuch a Time. The Frame of Nature
ftels ftrange tender Paflions, Fits and Qualms of
amorous Regard. And God hinifelf, if 1 mr.v i'o

exprefs my i^If, is rouzed as fr< .e ; and
:ching up the Weapons of his Power and Wrath,

runs like a Champion to defend the Caufe of in-

jured Innocence.

K 2 But
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But I forget that I am writing a Letter, and

therefore ought to be brief. Befides, what I have

iaid is fufficient to convince thee, that I have an

Idea of Religion, far different from that which the

Cafuifts, whether MuJJulmans or Cbrijiians, would

imprint in Mens Minds.

If thou canft not think as I do, I condemn thee

not. Ufe thy native Freedom ; but remember, that

tho' Mens Reafons and Opinions vary as do their

Faces ; yet Truth is homogeneous, uniform, and ever

oithe fame Complexion, in all Ages and Nations.

Paris, \fi of the zd Moon,

of the Tear 1672.

LETTER IV.

To the Kaimacham.

TH E King of France has lately made a League

with the King of England. Whereupon the

People, by way of Proverb, fay, That Mars and

Jupiter are now in Conjunction : reflecting thereby,

on the different Temper of thefe two Princes. The
one debonair and jovial, exceffively addi&ed to Wo-
men and Wine, yet not forgetting or declining mar-

tial Affairs, when his Honour or Intereft invites

him to take up Arms : The other feeming wholly

taken up with the Thoughts of Conqueft, and en-

larging his Dominions ; yet fparing fome time for

the Enjoyment of himfelf, and Profecution of his

Amours.
However, both of them now have proclaimed

open War againft the Hollander*; by Sea and Land.

The King of Sweden, who was before an Ally of

the Dutch, has of late declared himfelf a Neuter.

And
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And the Bifhop of Munjler, who is one of the E-

leclors of the German Empire, is engaged in the

French Intereft.

Thus are fome of the Princes and States in Euro/*

divided already ; and God knows how far the Breach

may extend in time.
' i'is not altogether unworthy of Remark, what

different Factions there were of late amongft the

Hollanders themfelves, tho* a Republiek, pretending

to greater and fafter Union of Interefts than what

can be found in any Monarchy. Yet this Common-
weal- h was rent into three feveral Parties : Whereof
one was headed by the Prince of Orange ; the other

by John de Wit, and the third was compofed of the

Commons, without any Chief of Note.

I will not trouble thee with a Character of the

Prince of Orange : lie is already known by Fame at

the Sublime Porte. As to Join de Wit, I can give

no other Account at prefent, but that he was a Per-

fon, whom Fortune had railed to fuch an Eminence
in the Commonwealth, as made him the Prince of

r*l Rival, and Competitor for the Supremacy.

Therefore he fought to exclude him from all Em-
ployments and Offices of Trull, that he might tila-

bhfh himfelf in his Place.

The third Party, whom we may call Republicans,

were of Opinion, That it was not for the Honour
of the Commonwealth to acknowledge any Head ;

judging that the Eftablifhment or Exclufion, the

Rife or Fall of the Prince, or De Wit, ought to be

a thing indifferent to the States. In regard the Com-
monwealth appeared in their Sight fuflicient to fiourifh,

under the Protection of her own Arms and Riches,

without having any need of either the Prince of O-
range's Affiftance, or De Wit's.

However, notwithftanding thefe Animofities of the

Hollanders among themfelves, as foon as they found

themfelves engaged in a War with two fuch potent

Monarchs, they all unanimoufly chofe the Prince of

Orange, as General of their Army: Remembring th«

K 3 famous
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famous Aftions of his Fathers, the Princes of the

Houfe of Najfau, by whofe Valour and Conduct they

had gain'd and conferv'd their Liberties. On the

other Side, De Wit, having render'd himfelf odious

to the Vulgar, was by them torn in Pieces ; Such a
Dtfiiny oft happening to thofe who afpire to raife

themfelves by unlawful Methods, and who are ambi-
tious to be the Ringleaders of a Faftion.

The French call the Prince of Orange a General
without an Army ; in regard the Hollander! being

as yet only upon the Defenfive, and their Towns
wanting ftrong Garrifons, their Soldiers are all dif-

pofed of this way, fo that there is little or no Ap-
pearance of a Field Army.

This is certain, the King of France is the mcft
gallant Prince in Europe. He paiies from Divertife-

ments to, the Toils of the War j and from the Cam-
paign returns to his Pleafures again. Thus 'tis diffi-

cult to. difiinguifh between his Labours and Recrea-

tions ; his Pleafures and his Bufinefs. They feem to

be fo near of kin, that he takes equal Pleafure in

both.

'Twas but a little before the firfl Appearances of
this War, that he and his Queen were revelling in the

Gardens of Cbantilly, where a Royal Entertainment

was prepared for them by Nighr. The Court attend-

ed them thither ; and there the Reman Luxury was
feen in Royal Miniature. As foon as the Gates were
open'd, there appeared an artificial Day ; fo light was
the Place mai^e with FJambeaux and Lamps : Which
being well placed among the Trees with other re-

iin'd Illuminations, adorn'd with Chaplets of
Flowers, which prefented the Eye with a pleating

Medley of Colours, interfperied with Oranges, Ci-

trons, and .other agreeable Fruits, tranfported the

Company with exquifue Delights. All together

pretty well refembled a Foreit in a Chamber : For
the Walls not being far from the Place where the

King fat, were hung with Arras, with a Multitude

of Lights burning near the Hangings ; and there was

a Spring



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 199
a Spring of Water in the middle of the Garden, raifing

itfelf after a wonderful Manner into the Form of a high

Pyramid ; and falling again into three Bafons of Mar-
ble fuccefiively, from one to the other, made a plea-

fant Spectacle to the Courtiers.

Then a raoft magnificent Collation was ferved up
with vocal and instrumental Mufick, fo foft and fine,

with a fudden Dew cooling the Air, which had a
Smell like Sweet-Bryars, as rendered the Place a
perfect Paradife. After which followed the King's

Supper, far furpafling the other Banquet in all man-
ner of Delicacy and Politenefs, as well as the ftu-

.pendous Abundance of Diihes. When Supper was
ended, they were entertained with a Show of fome-

thing admirable and new in Fire-works. But tho
1

it

be fo to them, I will not trouble thee with a Descrip-

tion of it ; fince thou haft teen far finer and more
colily at Ccnjlantinople, or where-ever the great Sul-

tan kept his Refidence at the Time of a Dunalina.

After this, the King went to fee the New Forti-

fications of Dunkirk, which he had order'd not long

before. And in a little Time, followed this Decla-

ration of War againft Holland.

So Things go in a Circle from War to Peace;

from Peace to War again. However, thou wilt the

better know by what I have faid, how to comport
thy felf, in cafe of any Difference between the Eng-

lijhy French, and Hollanders at the Sublime Porte.

Goo infpire thee with Climafterical Wifdom, to ad-

juft all Difficulties in their ftated Periods.

Paris, 26th of the %d Moon,

of the Year 1672.

K 4. LETTER
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LETTER V.

To Cara Hali, Thyfician to the Grand
Signior.

THou haft borne with a thoufand Impertinencies

in my Letters ; and I know not whether what
I am now going to write, will deferve a better Cha-
racter. However, I feel a Spirit within me, check-
ing my flupid Mind, in that I was not before fen-

fible of my Error, but mull make fo late a Recan-
tation. Jt is impoffible for me to reflect on the

Tain and trifling Subjects I have all along entertained

thee with, and not to blulh at fo grand an Over-
fight ; fince I then feemed not fo much as to regard

thy Knowledge and Practice in Medicines, which has

exalted thee to the Honour of being placed in the Front
of thofe who take Care of the Grand Signior''s Health.

Much lefs did I prefent thee with Matters fuitable to

thy more interior Knowledge, and that hidden Wif-
dom, which defervedly ranks thee among the moil

perfect and accompli/lied Mortals.

In ancient Times, Theology and Phyfick were count-

ed Sciences of fuch a near Relation and mutual De-
pendance, that one could not fubfilt without the

other. By Phyfick they meant the general Science of

Nature, otherwife term'd Magick : Which compre-

hended under it the Knowledge of the Heavens, the

Elements, and every Being within their vaft Circum-

ference : The Motions of Sun, Moon, and Stars, their

various Afpefts, Influences, and Dominions in this lower

World : The Nature of the Winds and Meteors, with

their Effects ; the Virtues of all Plants, and living

Creatures ; as alfo of infenfible Things, the Metals,

Minerals, and other Subftances found both on the

Surface
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Surface of the Earth, within its Concave, and in

the Sea.

Such as thofe of old, were Apallonius Tyanaus,

with the Magi of Perjta and Cbald/ra ; fuch as Hit-

rarcbas among the Bracbmans ; Te/pion the Gymnofo-

pbift ; Budda the Babylonian ; Numa Pompilius at Romci

Zamolxides of Thrace ; Abbaris the Hyperborean ; Her-

mes Trifmegijiui of Egypt; Zoroajler the Son of Oro-

viafes King of BaStria j Evantes an Arabian King ;

Zaclariaj, a Babylonian ; Jofepb a Hebrew j with

many others of different Nations ; as Zenotenus, Ki-

rannides, Almadal, Tbetel, Akhind, Abel, Ptolomy,

Gtber, Zabel, Nazabarub, Ttbiti, Aerith, Solomon,

AJiropbon, Hipparcbus, Alctneon, &c. And of later

Date, Albci.'uj, iurnamed the Great, Arnoldus de Villa

Nova, Cardan, Raymond Lultitts, with a few more-
not worth the naming.

Thefe contemplated the fecret Force and Virtue of

celeftial and fublunary Things ; the hidden Sym-
pathy between them and the myfterious Powers of

Nature. Then having by a curious and painful

Scrutiny trae'd out the true Genealogies of Things,

caft their Nativities, and difcovered all their Kin-
dred, Allies, Friends, and Enemies ; knew by applying

in due Seaion Aclives to proper Paffives, how to pro-

duce Effects appearing ftupendous Prodigies to the

Vulgar, and no lefs than Miracles : Whereas, all this

is but a pure Refult of Nature, help
T
d by human

Art. So Watches, Dials, Clocks, and Mirrors, ap-

pear'd at lirir to the ignorant World, the Eifecls of
Magick : Efpecially the fimple Natives of America,

d little more Wit than Ap«s or Cats, which
look behind the Glafs, to find the adive Figure of

themfelves, that they faw in it.

And now I am got atnongft thofe poor Barbari-

ans, I cannot forget a Pufl.ige of a poor Peruvian
bl.ive, who being fent by his SpaniJJj Mailer with a

et cf choice Fruit, and a Letter to his Friend ;

the filly Ignoramus being faint, by reafor of tie ex-

ctfiive Heat ; his Journey being alfo tedious, from
K 5 the
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the Town of Lima to a Village near the Mountains
of Potcfi, ear up the Fruit by the Way, to allay his

Hungry Thirft. However, not having fo good a

Stomach to the Letter, he deliver'd it fafe to the

Perfon to whom it was addrefs'd ; never once dream-
ing that an infenhbie Piece of Paper could tell Tales.

But that difcovering his Crime, when he came home,
his Mailer order'd him to the Baftinado, to make him
fenfible of it. Then he was fent again on the

fame Errand with Oranges and a Letter ; and meet-

ing with the fame Temptation, he knew not what
to do. At laft, he hid the Letter under a Heap of

Sand: wifely concluding, That if it faw him not, it

could never betray his Fact. However, to fecure it

from all Means of peeping, he fpread his Mantle

over the Place, and then fell roundly to his Banquet

;

thinking' he mould now have no Accufer. In fine,

he eat up all the Orarges, and was worfe bang'd for

his Pains than the Time before.

Generous Halt, thou fee'ft I am fallen into the

fame Error for which I made Apology at the Be-

ginning of this Letter : But thou can'it eafily forgive

fuch Crimes as thefe. Suffer me only to rerapfe thus

for, That I may mention the Mathematical Magici-

ans ; fuch as drcbytas, who made a Wooden Pigeon to

fly ; and Allsrt the Great, who taught a Brazen

Head to fpeak : Not forgetting him unknown by

Name, who gave to the Statues of Mercury, Voluble

Tongues, ar.d Elegant Languages ; by whole Mecha-
nick Art a Brazen Serpent learn'd to hifs : and Birds

of the fame Metal with other Helps, out-vy'd the

Nightingales and Thruflies in their Melody.

I will not omit the execrable Practices of Necro-

mancers, or fuch as invecate the Dead 5 and with

nefandous Ceremonies, Rites and Sacrifices, call ta

Aid Infernal Spirits ; bind them in Cryftals, or fome

Other Vehicle ; and then adore them as the ancient

Romans did their Lares and Penates. Thefe are their

Oracles which they confult in all Emergencies ; and
by
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by their Help, work Wonders in the World, fore-

tel Things future, and reveal the moil remote and

hidden Secrets, whether part, or prefent. Nor is this

a Fable, or an Old-Wife's Tale ; for unlefs the ex-

perienced Nations of the Earth had found fome real

Evils from Wizards, Magicians, and Witches ; they

would not have made fo fecere Laws againft them,

as to aim at their Extermination from the Earth.

Neither need we admire, that Women are as muclt

addicted to thefe curfed Vanities as Men ; fmce they

are naturally more inquifitive into Secrets, and lefs-

cautious of being impofed upon : They are prone

to Superftition ; and from their Infancy, bred up to

obftrve their Dreams, their Moles, and other Marks
upon their Bodies. They covet all the Depth of

Palmiftry and Phyfiognomy ; befides a Thoufand
other little Follies.

If they meet a Man in the Street at firft going

oat, they are encouraged, and take it for a Sign of

their good Fortune. But if one of their own Sex

encounters them, they enrfe the undefigning Female,

and return home again. They obferve Fatal Days
and Nights, and certain Critical Hours, wherein they

try Experiments to know their future Hufbands.

They brew enchanting Philters for their Lovers, and

intoxicate them with Liquors, wherein young hu-

man Cupids have been boiled with Herbs, as power-

ful to eflett their Wifh, as thofe that Circe or Me-
dea knew. In fhort, there is no Species of Sortile-

gy, or Divination, which vain and young Maidens

are not pradlis'd in : Which has a fair Drfpofition^

or Introduction, to the blackeft Kind of Magick.
But blefled are they, O Pious and. molt Learned

Hafi, who being profoundly fkil'ed, and daily con-

verfant in the Science of Nature, have never tainted

themfelves by any unlawful Commerce with Spirits

Unclean, Infernal, and Enemies to God. They are

divine Magicians, having celeflial Characlers, the

Udden Name of God ir;i printed on their Souls,

» & U where'i
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whereby they are able to attratt the Angels, and
make the higheft Spirits obey him.

Hali, God grant that thou mayeft be one of this

venerable and happy Number. Farewel.

Paris, $tb of the 4th Moon,

of the Tear 1672.

LETTER VI.

Ti Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sci-

ences, and Penfioner to the Grand
Signior.

IT has been a long Time fince the Chriflians have

openly publiflied Libels againft our Holy Lawgiver,
and the Book which he received from the Hands of

Gabriel, one of the chief Princes of Heaven : They
affirm for an undoubted Truth, That Mahomet him-

felf compos'd that Volume of Light, by the Help of

Hejiorius a Chriftian Monk, and Ahdalla a Jew : And
that it is but an artificial Medley, a Hotch-potch, or

Gallimaufry of Pagan, Jewifh, and Chriftian Prin-

ciples ; cunningly fuited and blended together, in or-

der to gain Profelytes of all Religions.

I proteft by the Veneration I owe to the Eternal

God of Heaven, That I really helieve the Jkoran to

be of divine Original. Such is the inimitable Ele-

gance of the Stile, the Brightnefs and Force of its

Reafons and Arguments, the wonderful and charming

Contexture of Things Hiftorical, Moral, and Divine ;.

that all the Writings in the World befide, feem to

be fiat and infipid, compared with this Sacred and
Stupendous Pandefi. of Wifdom. Ytt, I muit confefs,

I know not how to anfwer the Accufation of the

KaxArenet, becaufe I have never read any bluffulma*

Tscatife*
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Treatife, that undertook to refute thefe Calumnies 1

Which makes me apt to think, there is none fuch

extant. For I have made diligent Enquiry, difcours'd

with feveral learned Doctors of our Law : but can
gain no Satisfaction in that Point.

Perhaps, our Fathers in former Ages were igno-

rant how the MefTenger of God had been traduc'd by
the Chriflians ; or if they knew it, yet they difdain'd

to anfwer fuch malicious Lyes. And as for thefe mo-
dern Times, the Zeal of Religion is grown too cold

among the true Believers. Every one is carried away
with Self-Love, whilft no Man will be at the Pains

to defend the Truth, or manifefl the Errors of our
Enemies. Befides it is now impoffible to difprove

what they fay concerning Nrforius and Abdalla ; un-

lefs we could produce Authors of unquestionable Au-
thority, who liv'd in Mahomet's Time, and fo could

give a more exact Account of his Life, than thofe

that came after them.

However, if we confult common Reafon, we fhall

find it very improbable, That Three Men of fuch

contrary Principles, as a Jew, a ChrifHan, and a Pa-

gan, fhould all voluntarily agree and jump in one
Defign of brewing their feveral Religions together,

and drawing fuch an Extract from them as could

fuit with neither of'their Parties fingly, and was like

to have all of them together for its Enemies and
Perfecutors : There was no Ground for them to ex-

pect the Converfion of any Jews, fo long as the Al~

coran afferts Jefus, the Son of Ma>y, to be the trui

Mejfias, the Word and Breath of God, Worker of Mira-
cles, Healer of Difeafes, Preacher ofheavenly Doftrinc,

and Exemplary Pattern of a perfeEl Life ; denying that

he was crucify*d, but affirming that he afcended inta

Paradife. Whereas the Jews call him an execrable

Impoftor, Magician, Seducer of the Nations ; and
finally, by way of extreme Derifion, they term him
the Man that ixas hanged on a 'Tree.

Neither was the Alcoran like to find any better En-
tertainment among the Chriftians, for this lafl R„

a
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in that it denies the Crucifixion of the Mefftas, which
is the Bafis whereon all the Superftruclure of their

Religion is built : 'Tis the angular Stone of Chri-

ftianity. Befides they could never be reconcil'd to

Polygamy, Circumciiion, abolifhing of Images and
PifLres ; nor to a great many other Things which

the Mujfulman Law enjoins. Efpecially they could

never brook the Denial of the Trini

And for the fame Reafon, this iuppos'd, patch'd

Form of Religion would have been as little welcome

to the Gentiles, in that it took from them the Multi-

tude of their G6d«, and averted the Unity of the di-

vine Effence. So that all Circumftances being weigh'd,

it appears that the Alcoran, fince it has had fuch Suc-

cefs in the World, could not be forg'd by thofe Three,

nor compos'd by any human Fen ; but is of divine

Original, Befides, had there been fuch a Triumvirate

known in the Cafe, the CwvW's of Mecca, and other

mortal Enemies of Mahomet and his Doctrine, would

not have fpar'd to upbraid him with it : And if they

were not known to the Arabians, who were conver-

sant with him, how came the Chriftians to be in-

form'd of this private Cabal, who were altogether

Strangers to Mahomet at that Time ?

Confider well thefe Things, and thou wilt have no
Reafon to give Credit to the Calumnies and lying

Afperfions call on the Apoftle of God by Unbelievers

;

but being more and more confirm'd in the undefiled

Faith, wilt glorify God, who has guided thee in

the right Way, and not into the Way of Infidels, and

thofe with whom he is difpleafed.

Orchany as thou art endu'd wirh great Learning, I

counfel thee to employ it in defending the Caufc of

the Prophet, who cou'd neither write nor read.

Faris, \^th of the 6th M^on,

of the Tear 1672.

LETTER
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LETTER VII.

1*0 Hamet, Rels Effendi, Principal Se-

cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

HERE has been hot Work this Summer in the

Weft. The King of France has made fuch fwift

and large Conquefts on the Hollanders, that they have
hardly had Time to confider their Lofies, and the

Number of their Towns fallen into their Enemies
Hands.

It always falls out fo, when this Monarch goes in

Perfon to the Campaign, as he did this Year. In a
very little Time he took Burich, Or/ay, Rimberg, Ve-

%el, Rees, Emmerich, and many other Places. Yet
this Succefs was allay'd with the Death of the Duke
of Longuenjille, who fell a V'iclim, either to his Dull-

nefs or Temerity, in not hearing, or not receiving the

Cries of the Enemy, who demanded Quarter as the

French were pafiing the Rhine. He was (hot with a

Mufket-Bullet : And the Duke of Engain, his Coufin,

very narrowly efcap'd ; for they were both jointly

engaged in the fame Aftion.

The Death of this Prince is much lamented, not

only by thofe of his Family, but by the whole Court

and City, as being in the Flower of his Time, having

fignr.liz'd his Valour at the Siege of Canity, the Cc
of the Franche-Csmpte, and other warlike Expec
And they difcourfe, as if he had been defign'd toitand

Candidate for the Polijh Crown.
I am the more particular in this Relation, be-

caufe the Enterprize of the French King in palling

the Rhine, is looked upon as one of the moti rmJy
and bold, that ever was taken in Hand. In all the

Hiftories of thefe Parts, there is not one Example
of fo furprizing an Expedition. And the Succef*

anfwer'd their Expeclations : For the Hollanders were

extremely
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extremely daunted and difheartened by the News of

thefe Exploits. In a little Time Arnhtim and Nime-

guen, were reduced to the King's Obedience ; with
the Fort of Skin, and Towns of D'OeJburg, Borne/,

Zulpben i Deventer, the Metropolis of a Province j

with Weifet, Tongres, Mafeick, Dortemain, Elbourg,

Woereien, Arnheim, another Capital City, with many
more Places, too tedious to be rehears'd.

In a Word, Such are his expeditious Marches, his

fage Counfels, his never-failing Succefs, that the

People think it not Flattery to call him a lecond

Alexander the Great, Tamerlane, Scanderbeg, Scipio,

Hannibal, and all the great heroick Names in the

World.

To fpeak the Truth, the Kings of France have all

along made an iiiudnous Figure in the World. And
their famous Exploits in War, with their heroick

Aftions in Time of Peace, afrord fufficient Matter

for the higheft Panegyricks, without an Occafion of

Hyperboles. Which made one of the Roman Mufti's

in a Letter to the King of France, thus exprefs him-
felf :

' By how much the Royal Dignity tranfeends

' the State of other Men, fo far is the Monarchy of
' France exalted above all the Kingdoms in the World.'

Pope Urban IV faid, that the King of Fiance was
as the Morning-Star in the Firmament of Princes;

brighter than all other Kings, a perfect God on Earth.

'Tis averted by another Author, That by the King
of France's Shadow the whole World is rul'd. And
iuch was the Elteem that Pope Clement had for this Mo-
narchy, that he granted a hundred Days Indulgence to

every one that pray'd for the King ofFrance ; to which
Pope Innocent IV added ten Days more.

*Tis a Maxim in the Salique Law, That the King
of France never dies. But this indeed is altogether

as true in Spain, Great-Britain, and other Heredu;,;y

Kingdoms, till the Succeffion fails. For then it de-

generates to an Elective Monarchy, or otherwife in-

to Ariftocracy j or lail of all into Democracy, or a
Kepublick.

Bet
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But France is yet free from thefe painted Forms

of Slavery. Her Kings are mafculine and vigorous

;

her Queens chafte and fruitful. There never wants

an Heir apparent to the Crown. And this fecurei

the Nation from a thoufand Calamities, which at-

tend Elective Monarchies, and more popular Forms
of Government.
What Injuftices, Cruelties, Maflfacres, and all man-

ner of pub-lick Grievances were complained of in

Rome, after Claudius Cafar had bought the Empire
of his Soldiers? What Bickerings between the Se-

nate, the People, and the Armies ? Each Party would

have an Emperor of their own chufing ; one Pro-

vince was emulous of another : So that fometimes

there have been twenty or thirty Emperors together,

all claiming the Sovereignty. And when there were

but two, fuch was the obftinate and ilrong Difpute

between them, that they have been forced to {hare the

Empire equally, as the only Means to prevent its utter

Diflblution. Hence fpcung the firft Inftitution of

Colleagues in the Empire. And this was the Root
of thole Factions and Divifions, which increafing

and growing up with Time, branch'd forth ir.to

finaller Schifms ; till at length, by the Ambition of

fome, the Misfortune or Careleflhefs of others, or at

leaft their want of Power and Courage ; that migh-
ty Empire was cantoniz'd, rent in pieces, and dwin-

dled into that narrow Dominion which it now pof-

fefies under the Tutelage of the Houfe of Auftria.

And there appear no Hopes of its ever being reftor'd

again to its priftine Grandeur, unlefe the Bourbons,

with their growing Fortune, fhall crown the Eagle

with a Chaplet of FItnver de-Lys, and change the

Seat of the Weftern Monarchy, from improfperous

Vienna to all-conquering Paris.

In a Word, Henry IV began the Defign ; Letuis

XIII carried it on, and this prefent King has fo far

improv'd it, by his matchlefs Fortane and Courage,

that in all Probability, this or the next Age will fee it

brought to Perfection.

Accom*
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Accomplifh'd Minifier, I bow my felf with abun-
dance of interior Veneration, to the Dull of thy
Feet : I affectionately kifs the Border of thy Robe,
and bid thee a devout Adieu.

Paris, I \th of the %tb Mcon,

of the Tear 1672.

LETTER VIII.

To William Vofpel, a Reclufe of
Auftria.

TH Y Letters make me very reftlefs and inqui-

fitive ; they awaken new Doubts and Scruples

in my Breaft, initead of removing or fatisfying the

old ones. Fre(h Queries ilart in my Mind ; and
the more thou labourell to faiten me in thy narrow
Superftition and bigotted Zeal for the Infallibility of

the Pope and the Roman Church, the loofer I grew.

My Soul is like a wild Colt in the Wildernefs, that

tofies up his Head, fnuffs the Air in Indignation,

and fcorning the Bridle of Servitude, neighs for Joy
at his native Liberty, fcampering at large thro' the

folitary Wafte ; nor can he be wheedled by human
Craft to lofe his beloved Freedom, or change it for a

tame Captivity.

I have revolv'd in my Mind the Ages that are paft,

and the Years of untraceable Origin. I have examin'd

the Times and Seafons of the World, recorded in

Hiftory ; from Adam to Mofes, from Mofes to Jefus,

and from Jefut to thefe prefent Days wherein we live.

After all, I find that the Memoirs of former Tranfadi-

ons are cover'd with great Darknefs ; yet there are not

wanting fome Glimmerings of Light, to direct a di-

ligent Mind, and impartial Lover of Truth.
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Jefus the Son of Mary, was of the Stock of A-

brabam, Ifaac, and Jacob. He was educated in the

Law of Mofes, which he obferv'd in all Things to

a Tittle. And in his Life time he laid, Tfrink not

that I come to defray the Law, but to perfect it. His
Apoftles obferv'd the fame Rule, and in all Things
were Ariel Obfervers of the dated Precepts. So
were the Primitive Chriflians, even to the keeping
of the Jewifli Sabbath, befides the firft Y)\y of the

Week, appointed for the publick Celebration of their

own Myiieries. They abftain'd from Blood, and from
Things Urangled, and from all unclean Meats, and
fuch as were facrifie'd to Idols. They had no Images
or Pictures in their Churches, Chapels, or Oratories.

In fine, they obferv'd all the necerlary Puriticaiions,

and ador'd One God with Unity of Heart, and
lively Faith and good Works. Whereas thou k
the prefent Roman Church follows quite contrary

Maxims. They give the Lye to our Lord's owu
Declaration ; and pofnively fay, that he came oa
purpofe to abolilh the Law, and introduce an Uni-
versal Liberty ; that we may now as freely banquet

on the Blood of flain Beafts, as on the Milk of the

Living ; and eat of Swines Fk(h, and other abomina-

ble Food, with as little Detriment to our Souls, as

on the Flefh of Lambs, or other clean Crearures al-

low'd by the Law cf God. How can this hang
together, or be credited by any Rational Man ? ' Tis

no wonder there are fo many Libertines and Atheift$

in the World, when they find Chriftianity to.be a
meer Heap of palpable Contrad.c~lion>.

To this thou wilt anfwer, according to the com-
mon Rule of Divines, that during the Primitive

Times, the Apollles, and all other Chriftians, ob'erv'd

the Law of Mofes, for fear of giving Scandal to the

jews, of whom great Numbers wese converted to

the Chriftian Faith, when they faw that tiie Follow-

ers of Jefus did not deviate from the Initiations of

the Senior*, the Statutes of the Houfe of Jacob : Put

that
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that afterwards, when the Gofpel was preach'd far

and wide on the Face of the Earth, and that many
of the Gentile Nations were brought over to the

Church ; it was no longer neceffary, for the fake of

fo contemptible a People as the jews, to fcandalize

all the reft of the World, and impofe on them a
Yoke which they were not accuftomed to bear

;

and which would tempt them to make off Chri-

ftianity it felf, rather than fubmit to fo intolerable a

Burthen: Therefore the Church, to facilitate as much
as in her lay, the Converfion of the Roman Empire,

which then extended it felf over the greateft Part of

the Earth ; accommodated her Injundlions, Precepts,

Manners, and Ceremonies of Religion, to the prefent

Humour and Mode of thofe Times. And whereas

the Gentiles eat of all Meats indifferent ; fo they were
taught, that this was agreeable to the Will of our

Lord Jefus, who came to refcue Men from the Sla-

very and Bondage of Mofaick Superftitions.

By the very fame Rule they introdue'd the Ufage
of Images and Pictures in their Churches ; And the

Vtftmerts of the Priefts, the Ornaments of the Altar,

the Tapers, Lamps, Encode, Flower-Pots, and other

Religious Gaieties, were faihion'd according to the

Patterns they received from the Priefts of Jupiter,

Apollo, Venus, Diana, and the reft of the Heathen
Deities. Hence the Feftivals of the Gods and GoddefTes

were turn'd to Holy-Days of Saints : And Temples
before confecrated to the Sun, Moon, and Stars, were
afrefti dedicated to the Apoftles and Martyrs. Thus
the very Pantheon it felf in Rome, or Temple of all

the Gods, in Procefs of Time, by an Ecclefiaftical

Dexterity, was converted to the Church of All-

Saints. In a word, Chriftianity in all Things feem'd

no other than Gentilifm in Difguife. And it muft

be thought a Pious Fraud, thus to wheedle fo many
Millions of Sinners into the Bofom of the Church,

whether they would or no.

Oh!
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Oh ! Father William, doft thou not blurti at thefe

trivial Excufes, for the manifeit Violation of the

Laws of G o d ? Can Man be wifer than the Om-
nipotent ? Or will he prefume to correct the Ways
of him that is perfect in Knowledge ? Is the True
Religion to be propagated by imitating the Idolatrous

Rites of Infidels ? Or by proftituting the Sacred In-

junctions of Heaven to the Caprices of human Po-
licy ? Did ever any wife Lawgiver condefcend to

alter and new-model his Laws, to humour a peevifh

captious Subjeft ? Would he add or diminifh any
Thing for the fake of gaing a Faction or Party ?

And can we think, that God ever defign'd, or can

be pleas'd to have his Divine Laws garbled and mixt
with prophane Indigencies, Difpenfations, and A-
mendments of Mortals ? As if- he had been ignorant

what he did, when he divulg'd his Statutes, ar.d

wanted the Counfel of his Creatures to help him out

at a dead Lift.

Was that Tendernefs to be only fhew'd to the

Jews for a Time ? And were they for ever after-

wards to be fcandaliz'd ? In vain does the Church
daily pray for the Converfion of that People, whilft

by her Doiflrines and daily Practices, (he hardens

them more in their Infidelity. The Ethiopian Church
is a (landing Witnefs againft her to this Day, where
the Chriftians from all Antiquity, even from the Times
of the Apoftles, have kept that Part of the Law of

Mofes, which relates to Cleannefs and Uncleannefs,

and prefcribes the Choice we are to make of Meats
allowed to be eaten, forbidding thofe that are exe-

crable, and an Abomination. Hence it is, that there

are more Jews converted to the Chriftian Belief in

that Country, than in any other Part of the World
befides.

It was, in my Opinion, to begin at the wrong
End, thus to negleft the Salvation of the Jews,

our elder Brethren, from whom we receiv'd the Ora-

cles of God, and run to profelyte the Gentiles by fuch

prepoilerous Methods, as render'd us in a manner as

much
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much their Converts, as them ours : Since we muf-

fled our Religions together at random, and made a

Lottery of divine and human Inftitutions, exchan-

ging one Species of Superftition and Idolatry for

another ; bartering Jupiter for Peter, and Mars for

Paul; Venus and her Cupid, for the Virgin Mary and

her Child Jejus. A God for an Apoftle ; and a De-
mi-God for a Martyr : Whilft the Law it lelf, which

is the Foundation and main Prop of True Religion,

lies neglected and trampled under Foot.

The Christians of the Eaft feem more excufable

than we : For, tho' they are not fo punctual in ob-

ferving all the Niceties of Cleannefs and Uncleannefs,

Meats, and Drinks, ilfc. as thofe of Ethiopia : Yet

they will not tafte of Blood, or any Thing ftrangled.

And their Ecclefiafiicks abfiain from all manner of

Fiefh, during the whole Courfe of their Lives. They
obferve alio many Purifications, and whoKome Rules

of Life. Whereas we of the Latin Church wallow

in all manner of Filthinefs like S'.vine ; and blefs our

felves, as if we were the cniy true Catholicks, the

Elect of God, in the high Road to Heaven. I am
at a lofs what to think of thefe Things ; neither

can I ever hope to fee the Jews converted, till thefe

OiTences are remov'd.

There is a Rumotfr fpread up and down of the

Wandring Jew. I fuppofe thou haft heard of fuch

a Man. He is now at Jftracan, and preaches evtry

where, that there will be a Reformation of Chri-

ftianity, after the Year i 700. That the Jews (hail be

converted ; and all this to be performed by the ad-

mirable Gifts of an Englijhman, who fhall rcftore

Truth to its Primitive Luftre and Integrity. They
lay, he will caufe the Images and Pictures to be ut-

terly deflroy'd, and the Law of Mofes to be kept,

fo far as relates to Cleannefs and Unclean iefs, is c.

That in his Days, the Temple of Sohmon fhall be re-

built, and the World fhall put on a new Face.

Father William. I would n>t have thee defpife

thefe Things, knee they have been long foreto'd by
Jcachim
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Joachim the Abbot, by St Methodius, by Nojlrsdamus

the Trench Prophet, and by many other eminent Per-

fbns, whofe Writings are extant, and many of their

Predictions are already come to pafs. The Roman
Church manifeftly flands in need of a Reformation :

And fince the Governors of it cannot be prevail'd on
to fet their Hands to fo pious a Work, we know not

but God may effect it by the Means of a Stranger,

fome obfeure Perfon at prefenr, but whofe Light may
fhine hereafter through all Generations.

Father William, thou wilt pardon the Liberty I

take in difcourfing about thefe Things, and remember,
that 'tis a Work of Charity to bear with the Imper-
tinencies of others. However, I thank God I am
out of the Puilieu of the Spavijh Inquifition.

Paris, \ft of the i oth Moon,

of the Year 1672.

LETTER IX.

To Codabafrad Cheick, a Man of the

Law.

I
Have a Kinfman by Blood, refiding at Ajlracan,

in the Parts of Mufcovj : His Name is Ifouf, a
Man of an ardent Spirit, and active Wit : a great

Traveller, and one who makes good that Character,

by the folid Remarks he has made on the mofl im-

portant Things in his Way, thro' Afia, Africk, and
Europe. For ne is not in the Number of thofe who
come home from foreign Countries, only laden with.

Vanities and Trifles.

From him I receive frequent Difpatches, f;nce hia

being fettled at AJimcan, in Quality of a Merchant;
where
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where he improves his Eftate to great Advantage,

enjoys the innocent Pleafures of human Life, with-

out fuffering himfelf to be tainted with the Vices

which are unprofitable, troublefome, and bring Scan-

dal to a Man's Reputation. For fome Vices, thou

know'ft, pafs into the Predicaments of Virtues, when
Intereft or Neceflity gives an Indulgence.

There is a mutual Intercoufe between my Coufin

and me : And among other Letters which he fends

me, I receiv'd one lately ; wherein he informs me,
that he whom they call the Wandring Jew, of whom
I have made mention formerly in one of my Difpatches

to the Sublime Porte, is now at Ajlracan ; that he

preaches openly in the Markets, and at the Burfe or

Exchange ; not refufing private Converfation with any
that deHre it.

There is a great Conflux of People from all Na-
tions, and of all Religions to that City. He carries

himfelf with an equal Indifference to every various

Seft, and they all feem mightily taken with his

Doctrines. The chief Thing he aims at in all his

Difcourfes is, that there will be ere long an univer-

fal Change of Religion over all the Earth, and that

every Nation on the Globe fhall worfhip one God,
obey the Law of Jefus the Son of Maty, and em-
brace One Faith. When he infifts on this, he feems

to be void of all Doubts and Hefitations ; fpeaks

magifterially, like a Prophet, who has receiv'd a fure

and certain Revelation of the Thing he foretels.

But when any difpute with him, not in Spirit of

Captioufnefs, but to fift the Truth ; he freely conde-

fcends to anfwer all their Objections with folid Rea-

fons, and to convince them by their own Principles,

that it muft be fo.

He fays, that about the Year 1 700 of the Chriftian

Hegira, the invincible Ofmam fhall break down
the Fences of Europe, and fhall overflow all Christen-

dom like a might Torrent, that has over-topp'd its

Banks. In thofc Days there fhall be great Deflation
in
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in Hungary, Poland, Germany, France, and other Re-
gions of the Weft. Only Denmark, S-u..v:n, Mu/co-

*vy, and other Countries of the North, Hull remain
untouch'd. But above all other Nations, he fays,

Italy will be made a perfect Wildernefs, her Cities

laid in Afhes, her immenfe Wealth plunder'd and
carried away by the greedy Tartars, Arabians, and
Turks, who will fpare neither Age nor Sex, putting

all to the Sword, efpecially the Ecciefiafticks ; none
of which fhall efcape the publick Vengeance, fave three

Cardinals, fincere and holy Perfons, who fhall fly into

England for Sanctuary by the Way of the Sea.

That Ifland, he fays, fhall become the Refuge of
all fuch who can efcape the Calamities involving the

adjacent Countries. Thither they fhall flock with

their Wives and Children, and ail their Wealth, when
they fhall hear of the approaching Terrors, the pre-

fent Devaftations cf Ital,, and the univcrfal Conquefts

of the Ofmans : The King of the Country fhall re-

ceive thofe diltrefs'd Fugitives with open Arms, and
fhall affign them certain Pcrtioni of L-nd, where
they may build Houfes and Habitations for themfelves

and their Families ; there being abundance of waiie

Ground in that Ifland, which t lanure and
improve to their own and the publick Advantage.

After this, fays he, fhall arife a certain Man in

England frcm his obfeure Center ; a Perfon fiil'd

with all manner of Divine Knowledge and Wifdom,
endued with the Spirit of Prophecy, of a graceful

tut Speech, of a composed Gravity,

and calm A. mild, innocent, temperate,

chafte, and merciful above the reft of human Race.

. yes fall on the Ground, when
they meet him in the Streets, c»en before they know
what he is ; overcome by the Luflre of Modeliy,

Grace, and Virtue which fhines in his Countenance.

A Perfon highly beloved of God and Man.
This ree fugitive Cardinals

in an Hour of Defliny. long

* L fmother-
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{"mothering fhall fuddenly burft forth into a Flame.

The Ligh. of God fhall be diffus'd thro' his Soul;
his Heart fhall be like a Lamp, and his Tongue fhall

utter marvellous Things. When he opens his Mouth
in divulging the Myfleries of God, his Words fhall

fee like the Sparks of an eternal Fire, kindling Flames

of Love in the Breafls of the Hearers. The Cardi-

nals fhall rife from their Places, and run to embrace

him. A Council of the chief Bifhops and Priefts of

the Land fhall be aflembled by the King's Order,

where the three Cardinals alfo fhall be prefent ; and

after mature Deliberation, with unanimous Confent,

they fhall call for the Holy Oil cf Confecration, and

fhall anoint him : They fhall proclaim him the Great

Father, and Patriarch of the Faithful ; the Director

of fuch as would go to Paradife.

He fhall fhew them a new Pattern of the Law of

Jefus the Son of Mary ; or rather the old and true

one, free from the Corruptions and Errors which

have been fuperinduc'd for many Years. Their Hearts

fhall yield as to an Oracle, and the King of the

Country fhall approve of their Counfel. So fhall all

thofe of the Noble and Vulgar, whofe good Fate is

written in their Foreheads. As for the reft, they

fhall remain in their Incredulity.

This holy Perfon fhall reform the Errors of all

the Chriflian Churches, utterly abolifhing the Ufe of

Images and Pictures, convince the Jews of their In-

fidelity, and chafe away the Darknefs of Superftition

from the Earth. He fhall argue with Reafons fo

forcible and cogent, fo clear and demonftrative, that

none but the wilfully obflinate will refift the Truth

which he divulges, or oppofe his authentick Miffion.

Thoufands fhall be converted by the Dint in his

Words, and ten thoufands by his exemplary Life.

For he fhall go up and down preaching and doing

food Works throughout Great-Britain, till the

fumber of his Profelytes is compleat. Then he

fhall fend Apoftles and MefTeDgers into Sivedeland,

Dtnmark,
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Denmark, Mujcoty, and other Parts of Europe, who
fhall alfo convert an innumerable Multitude to his

Law. Foreign Princes fhall fend their Ambaffadors
to the King of Great-Britain, and to him ; for he
fhall be at the King's Right-Hand. They fhall enter

into Leagues and Covenants, and all the Chriftian

Princes fhall be at Unity. Mighty Armies fhall be
rais'd in the North, who fhall come down and give

new Courage to the opprefs'd Nazarenes of the Weil.
They fhall all take up Arms, and chafe the OJmant
back again to their own Country, recovering the

Wealth which they had taken from them.

After this, by an univerfal Agreement of the Chri-

ftians, this holy Perfon fhall be proclaimed the Great
Paftor of the Church. A prodigious Army fhall be
gathered together out of all the Chriftian Nations,

to conduft him to the Holy Land, and to crown him
in Jerufalem. They fhall vanquifh and exterminate

the Ofmans out of Pahjiine, and all the adjacent Re-
gions. Then fhall Jerufalem be rebuilt glorioufly ;

and the Temple of Solomon with Saphires and Emeralds.

That City fhall be the Seat of the Chriftian Mufti's,

this new Patriach and his Succeflbrs, to the Day of

Doom. Then fhall the Eyes of the Jews be opened :

They fhall acknowledge Jefus the Son of Mary to

be the True Mejfms, whom they have fo frequently

curfed. In a Word, he fays, both Jaws and Gentiles,

People of all Nations, fhall relbrt to Jerufalem, or

fend thither their Gifts and Prefents. It fhall become
the Miftrefs of the whole Earth.

Sage Cbeick, this is the Subftance of* what my Co'u-

fin ll'ouf acquaints me with concerninc1 the W.:ndring

Jew, and his new Doftrines. The Cciiure of which

I leave to thee, who haft a difcemirg Spirit, and

art able to diftinguiih. Truth from an Impofture.

God only knows what is hid in the Wo.nb of P'u-

turity. Every Age is pregnant, and LTings forth

ftrange Events. Yet when 'tis over, all founds like

a Dream. The World it felf is no bcr.ct ; and I

L 2 that
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that write this, am but, methinks, the Shadow of
a Vifion or Trance. I hardly know whether I'm a-

fleep or awake whilft my Pen feems to move. There-
fore, it being very late, I lay it afide, and bid thee

adieu : Praying that thou and I may have the Hap-
pinefs, even in this Life, to tafte the fweet Slumbers
of Paradife.

Paris, yth of the 12th Moon,

of the Year 1672.

.LETTER XIII.

¥o Hamet, Reis Eftendi, Principal Se-

cretary of the Ottoman Empire.

I
Think all the fenfible World are inquifitive into

the Life of Cardinal Ricblieu. He was the Pole-

Star of Statefmen, whilft living : And now he is

dead, his Memoirs and Maxims ferve as a Chart and
Compafs, by which the Politicians fteer their Courfe

to avoid the Rocks and Shelves which threaten a

Kingdom, or Commonwealth, both in the Tempelts

of War, and the Serene Calms of Peace.

Thou haft formerly rcceiv'd fome Remarks from

me, on the Lite of this great Minifter ; yet I am not

furpriz'd at the Contents of thy laft Difpatch, which

require a farther Account ol him. No Body can

know too mach of a Man who was the Miracle of

his Time ; and not only ftartled the wifeft of Con-
temporaries, by his prodigious Actions ; but has puz-

zled all that furvive him, to trace his Footfteps.

Undi France owes to his Conduct all her

prefent Grandeur, with the Hopes fhe has of in

creafing it. To him Ihe is indebted for her Con-

quefts ia Flandas, Sicily, Catalonia, Piedmont, and
the
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the German Frontiers. 'Twas he firfl taught her the
compleat Way to humble her infolent Neighbours,
?nd to fupprefs her rebellious Dcmefticks. He much
abated die troublefome Weight of a Crown, and made
it f:t lighter on the Head of LiwUXlU. Whilft
Cardinal Mazarini, his Sueceflbr in the Prime Miniftry,

a&ing by the fame Principles, render'd it as foft and
eafy to the prefent King, as the Grand Signiors Tur-
bant. In a Word, thro' the Efficacy of Ricblieu's

Politicks, Lewis XIV is become the moft abfolute

Monarch in Chriftendom. For he either undermines
or over-reaches his Enemies, by fpecious Treaties of
Peace, where he is fure to have the better on it ; or
he runs them down with the Force of War. To con-

clude, he has a long Head, and a long Sword, which
all will confefs that have to do with him. And this

is the pure Refult of Ricb/ieus Memoirs.
Yet after all, that Minifter had his blind Side too,

as well as other Mortals. Publick Virtues, and pri-

vate Vices ; State Perfections, and PerfonnI Frailties.

He ferved his Mailer with a Zeal and Fidelity, with a
Wifdom and Courage difficult to be match'd ; but

he ferved himfelf after the common Manner of Men.
He indulged his favourite Puffions, which were Love,

Jealoufy, and Revenge.

There is a Letter of mine regifter'd in the Ar-
chives of the Sacred Porte, wherein I mentioned a

particular Amour of this great Prelate. Befides that,

he had feveral Intrigues with the Duchcfs of £/-

beuf, the Countefs of Soitfons, and other Ladies of

prime Quality. Nay, there are not wanting fuch

as confidently report, that he had two Children by

one of his own Nieces. And Verfes were fpread about

on that Subject.

As he cherifhed this foft Inclination to Women,
fo he was naturally jealous of all Rivals, whether of

his Love or Interelt. He would never fuffer any

Man to live, whom he once fufpecled to be in a

Capacity, and to make the fmallell Advances to

thwart his Defigns.

L 3 For
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For this Reafon, he gave the mod confiderable

military Offices, both by Sea and Land, to Ecclefi-

afticks, who depended on him ; which occafion'd a

certain waggifh Poet to pafs this Jeft on the publick

Adminiilration :

Un Archeveque ejl Admiral,

Un Gros E-veque ejl Corporal,

Un Preldt Prejidtnt aux Frontiers,

Un autre a des Tt oupes guerrieres,

Un Capuchin penfe au Cumbat,

Un Cardinal a des Soldat,

Un autre ejl GeneraliJJime }

Franceje crqy quicy has

'Ton EglifeJi Magnanime,

Milite Cif ne triotnpbe pas.

Reflecting hereby on the Archbifhop of Bourdeaux,

the Bifhop of Chartres, the Bifhop of Nantes, the

Bifliop of Mande, Father Jo/eph a Friar, Cardinal de

Valette, and Cardinal Richlieu ; thefe being the chief

Commanders of the Land and Sea-Forces.

It will make thee fmile, perhaps, to read an Epi-

taph that was made on that Father Jo/epb above-

named ; who being efteem'd a very infamous Man,
and lying interr'd in the fame Tomb with another

Friar named Father Angel* provok'd fome latirical

Wit to put this Sarcafm on him :

Pajfant, n'ej} ce pajl cbo/e etrange,

De voir Diable aupre's d'un Ange ?

I believe Father Jo/eph was the worfe beloved for

being Cardinal Ricblieus Confeffor. It was obferv'd

that he died fuddenly, without confeffing himfelf:

which occafion'd another Epitaph to be made on

him

:

Soufe
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Soufe ce Tomheau gin un ban Pete,

Qui eut tant de Difcretion

Que pour etre ban Secretaire

11 mcurut fans ConfeJJion.

Every body fufpects the Cardinal had a Hand in

his precipitate Death, to prevent his telling of Tales :

For he knew all his Secrets ; and the Cardinal was

known to be with him when he died. It was du-

ring the Siege of Bri/ac, a City on the Rhine, which
was then upon the point of furrendring to the

French: And the News coming to the Cardinal, jult

us Father Jo/epb was in his laft Agonies, he came
to his Bed-(ide, and laying his Mouth clofe to the

poor Friar's Ear, cried as loud as he could, Courage,

Ccurage, won Pere, Nous a<vez pris Bri/ac. A ftrange

Cordial for a dying Man ; and fomebody made thefe

Vcrfes on it

:

he Cucullati, vobis fi Purpura riJett

Fungitur Inferni Munere Pontifcis.

There is another Inftance of this Cardinal's Re-
vengeful Temper and his Cruelty. One Day the

Duke of Orleans, who hated him mortally, went to

his Palace, under pretence of giving him a Vifit,

but really with a Defign to flab him. However, as

foon as he came into the Cardinal's Prefence, his

Nofe fell a bleeding. Which appearing to him as

an ominous Prefage of what he was going about,

he was ftruck with fome Remorfe, and frankly con-

feffing his Defign to the Cardinal, begg'd his Par-

don. That cunning Minifter diffembling his Re-
fentments, knowing the Duke was not a Man of
Refolution enough to undertake fo bold an Aftion,
unlefs he had been extremely animated by fome-
body near him ; he prefently reflected on Monfieur
Puylaurent, the Duke's chief Favourite. Immedi-
ately he decreed his Ruin, and to effect it with
more Eafe, he pretended an extraordinary F/iend-

L 4 fhip
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fhip to him, off/ring him one of his Nieces in Mar-
riage. Monfieur Puylaurent, who fufpecled not the

Train which was laid for him, embraced the Pro-
pofal with much Joy, as hoping thereby to raife and
eftablifh his Fortune under the Prote&ion of his po-

tent Uncle. In fine, he married the Cardinal's Niece,
but lived not to enjoy her ; for on the very Nuptial
Day, the Cardinal caufed him to be arretted and fent

Prifoner to the Baftile, where he was poifoned by a

Friar, in a Glafs of Wine. As foon as he had
fwallowed the fatal Potion, the Friar told him, It

nvas neceffaryfor him to confefs his Sins that very Mo-
ment, in regard he had but a fenu Minutes to live.

Monfieur Puylaurint threw the Glafs at the Friar's

Head, giving him two or three fwinging Curfes, and
then fell, on his Knees to Confeffion ; which being

perform'd, he expir'd.

Sometimes the Cardinal was very fingular and in-

genious in the Execution of his Revenge, as if he

endeavour'd to perfuade the World, that he fulfilled

the Law of the Talio, which requires an Eye for

an Eye, and punifhes by an exatt kind of Propor-

tion. As it happened in the Cafe of the Dukes of

Guife, Montmorar.cy, and Mcnfieur de Baffompierre.

Thefe were the Heads of a Faction, which diame-

trically oppcfed the Cardinal and his Party. He was

the grand Eye-fore, the chief Ohfracle of their de-

iign'd Prevalence at the Court. Wherefore, if they

could but once remove him out of the Way, they

thought themfelves fure of the King's Ear, in all

Things. To effect this, they confulted together how
to difpofe of him. The Duke of Guife was of Opi-

nion, he fhould not be kill'd, in regard he was a Prince

cf the hcly Church j bit that he fhould be fent to

Rente, there to attend the proper Affairs of the Ec-

clefiaftical FhrcTSon, among the reft of his purpled

Brethren. The Duke of Montmorency was clearly

for taking off his Head. But Monfieur de Bajfom.

pierre was againft both thefe Methods : For, faid he,

If he be fent to Rome, be uodl be always plotting of

Mifchief
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Mifchicf againjl us. And it would be an eternal Ble-

mijh to France, if the Purple of the Holy Church Jhould

be Jiained with Blood. Let us fend him cloje Prijbner to

the Bajlile, where he mayfpend the Remainder ofhis Days

in writing learned Books.

1 jit Cardinal, who had his Agents bufy about in

all Parts, foon was informed of this Confult : And
he retaliated every Man's Sentence upon its own.

Author. For he banifhed the Duke of Guife con-

fining him to Rome ; he beheaded the Duke of Mont-

morency ; and imprifoned Monfieur de Baffompierre in

the Bailile, where he lay till the Cardinal's Death.

I could inlert a great many more Remarks con-

cerning Cardinal Richlitu : But I am afraid of of-

fending by Tedioufnefs. If thou commanded me,
another Letter {hall prefent thee with more Varie-

ties.

In the mean Time, with humbled Obeifance and
Refpefl, I defift, and take my Conge ; wilhing thee

a long Life on Earth, full of Honour ; and a Fame
without Blemiih, when thou art tranflated to Heaven,

Pari?, i$tb of the \Jl Moon,

of the Year 1673.

LETTER XIV.

To Mufu Abu'l, Yahyan, Profefor of
Philofophy at Fez.

THOU haft laid a grand Obligation on me by
thy lail Difpatch, whofe learned Contents have

opened my Eyes ; or rather drawn buck the Veil

which covered the Interiors of AfricA, from the View
of Strangus. Now I ftand as it were on the Ton»

L 5 of
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of a high Mountain, from whence I take a clear

Profpecl of thofe fair Regions, inhabited by Blacks,

I furvey the Paradifes of the Torrid Zone, a moft fer-

tile and populous Climate ; though blind Antiquity

could not difcern a Blade of Grafs growing there, nor

any of human Race fetching their Breath.

My Mind revels in perfect Voluptuoufnefs, and all

the Faculties of my Soul banquet on the Contempla-

tion of that moft delectable Precinct of the World.
Oh, Africk! Thou may'ft be called the Bazeo, or

Marcat, where Nature exhibits all her choiceft Won-
ders. Thy Mountains are higher than the Clouds; their

Tops are inacceffible. They approach the Borders of

Paradife. On them fall the Rivers of Eden in migh-

ty Cataracts. The Noife of the precipitate Waters is

heard afar off, like the Sound of remote Thunders.

It deafens the Ears, and aftonifhes the Minds of Mor-
tals. The ambitious under-growing Rocks are proud

of the glorious Cafcade ; and envy thofe that {hoot up
above them which receive the facred Flood at the firft

Hand, from the very Wings of Gabriel.

Happy are the Valleys which lie beneath, and are

yearly impregnated by the Heavenly Deluge. The
grateful Fields and Plains in humble Acknowledgment,

make the Returns of Corn and Fruits in due Seaibn.

The Marfhes of Egypt are as the Gardens of AJm,
and the Banks of the Nile as the fenced Seminaries

of Babylon, fragrant and abounding in all Sorts of

vegetable Delicacies.

My Heart is ravifh'd with the Speculations of thefe

Things. I am full as the Moon, and cannot utter

my Sentiments in order. Vifions of Ethiopia, Mo-
rocco, Fez, and the Land of Archers invade my Eyes,

I behold the beautiful Provinces of the South in a

Trance ; I ftand gazing in Ecftacy on the fhady

Groves of Benin and Aider, the Haunts of lovely

Demons, the Genii of the upper Element ; who daily

defcend to thefe refrefhing Solitudes, and converfe

with their younger Brethren, incarnate mortal De-
mons, the Sons of Mea.

I confide*
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I confider with Admiration the Monfters of J/riei,

the Creatures of the Sun and Slime. With contem-

plative Horror, I draw near the Dens of Dragons j

the Purlieu of Crocodiles, and other amphibious A-
nimals, which lurk among the Reeds of Nik and Niger,

to trapan with feigned Cries the unwary Traveller.

In fine, I am moved with fuperlative Devotion and

Joy, when I purfue thy accurate Defcription of the

principal Mofque at Fez. Methinks I fee the ftu-

pendous Fabrick making its lofty Advance towards

Heaven. My Eyes revere the holy and magnificent

Structure, on the outfide adorned with ftately Tower*
a.nd Minerats, and covering fifty hundred Paces in

its Circuit. But when my Fancy enters in by any

of the one and thirty Gates by Night, I am dazzled

with the infupportable Splendor of fo many thou-

fand Lamps, as burn within that moft illuftriou*

Temple. I admire with proportionate Veneration,

the Character thou giveft of all the other Magnifi-

cences in that ancient and noble City, with whatfor

ever elfe thou fayelt of the whole Kingdom, and the

adjacent Regions.

In anfwer to thy Requeft, I will in another Let-

ter fend thee a fhort Pourtraiclure and Hiftory of

ConjlantinopU i but now I am interrupted by Com-
pany. Befides, my Letter would be too long.

I befeech thee to cherifti that Friendihip which
thou haft hitherto fhew'd me: .And let me have the
Honour of thy frequent Converfation by Letters.

For though I live in a populous City, yet my Life

Seems like that of an Owl or a Pelican of the De>
&rt, extremely folitary and dejected.

Paris, 19/^ of the ^d Moon

zf the Year 1673.

L 6 LETTER.
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LETTER XV.

To thefame.

SUCH is the Zeal I have to demonftrate how
highly I value thy Friendfhip, that I would not

fuifer this Poft to efcape without gratifying thy Ex-
pectations. I juft now difmifs'd my Company, and
having Time enough, will entertain thee with an
Abilract of what I know to be moll remarkable in

the State of Confiantinople, both at prefent and in

ancient Times.

In the. firft Place, it will be convenient for thee

to know, That this City was formerly called Byzan-
tium, from one Byzas, Admiral of the Spartan Fleet,

under Paufanias the King of Sparta, who laid the

firft Foundations of it. The Story is this :

In old Time the Grecians having a mind to build

a new City in fome Part of Thrace, and being at

odds about the Choice of a Spot of Ground fuitable

to fo great and important an Undertaking, they at laft

agreed to confult the Oracle of Jpollo. They did

fo, and were anfwer'd, That they Jkould lay the Foun-

dation of the City right overagainfi the blind Men ;

For fo the Inhabitants of Chalcedon were called, be*

caufe when they were upon *he lame Deiign of

founding a new City, they could not dilcern between

the Fertility of the Soil on that fide the Propontis

where Confantinopls now Hands, and the Barrennefs

and Deiart State of the Ground where they built, on
tiie other Side.

Paufanias therefore bufying his Mind about thefe

Things, and pitching right upon the Senfe of the

Oracle, caus'd the Foundations of the City to be laid

exadtly ovEr-againft Chalcedony. And when it was n-

nifhed it was called Byzantium, as I have faid, from.

Byzas, who had the Qverlight of the Work.
It
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It retain'd this Name many Years and Ages, flou-

rifhing in a high Degree among the other Cities of

Greece and Thrace, being elteemed the Gate of Europe

and Jjia, by which the mutual Commerce of both

thofe Quarters ofthe Earth was interchangeably held up.

But after the Days of the Meffias, there arofe art

Emperor of Rome, whofe Name was Conjlantine. This

Prince, as it is recorded in Roman Hiftories, faw a

Vifion in the Air, when he was at the Head of his

Army, marching againft Licinius, and preparing to

give Battle. He and all his Soldiers beheld the Fi-

gure of a Crofs, with thefe Words plainly engraven

in the Firmament : In hoc Signo winces : Conjlantine

took this for a good Omen, and canfed a Standard

of Silver to be made exattly after the fame Form :

To which he appointed fifty Standard-Bearers, to car-

ry it by Turns, and to guard it : For it was exceed-

ing rich, being embois'd all over with Rubies, Dia-

monds, Pearls, and other precious Jewels of the O-
rient. He built a Pavilion alfo for the glorious Idol

;

and being inftrufted in the Chriftian Law by Eufebius

Pamphylius, and other learned Mollahs, he was at laft

baptized by Syfoejler the Pope.

This great Monarch, as the Story goes, being very

pious, and having conceiv'd a profound Veneratioa

for Pope Sylvejier, left him the Dominion of Rome, and
a great Part of hah, whilfl he removed the Imperial

Court to the Eall, and took up his Refidence at Byzan-

tium, which he augmented with innumerable ilately

Edifices ; itriving, if polhble, to equal it with the Ma-
jefty and Grandeur of Rome. He collected whatfoever

was precious and beautiful in all the Eaft, ro adorn the

City withal : Witnefs the Palaces of fuperb Archi-

tecture, the admirable Heighth and Form of divers

Obeliflcs and Pillars, all made of Marble, Porphyry,,

or Jafper. Not to inliit.on the prodigious Strength and
Firmnefs of the Walts, the coltly Aquedutts, with
other ferviceable Things. At lalt, that he might con-

fecrate himfelf to immortal Renown, he called the

City by his own Name, Conjlantinople, or the City of

Conjlantine :.
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Conftantine: By which Name it is known even to

this Day. It was alfo called Ne-xv Rome, after it once

became the Seat of the Chriftian Emperors : In whofe
Poffeffion it remain'd, till it was taken by Mahomet II,

invincible Emperor of the Ottoman.', the Year 1453,
according to the Epocha of the Naxarenes ; on the

third Day of the Week which they call Pentecoft.

It had been a grand Negled and Overfight in any
Prince fo potent and politick as Mahomet was, to

fuffer fuch an Opportunity to efcape as Fortune of-

fered him, of taking the moft opulent and glorious

City in the World. For there was an irreconcileabl*

Schifm broke forth between the Churches of the Eaft

and Weft. There were two or three Popes at the

fame Time, quarrelling in Rome for the Suprema-

cy ; there was a War of fifty Years ftanding between

the French and the Englijb, which unhing'd all the

Courts in Europe. The Chriitians had long before,

(by dear-bought Experience, the Lofs of many hun-

dred thoufand Men, and infinite Sums of Money,
confum'd in thole vain and rafh Expeditions which

they fanclified with the fpecious Title of the Hch
W*r,) found, that it was not eafy to wreft one Town
of Strength out of the Hands of the tenacious Muf-
fulmans ; much lefs to defend it long, or fave their

moft important Cities from the Fury of a Turkijh

Reprizal. They were lick and forfeited with the

vifionary Stuff of Peter the Hermit : and all Illumi-

nate's like him, grew out of Fafhion. Every Prince

and State in Weftern Chriftendom, began to mind their

own Intereft ; no more enthuliaftkk Tales of that

Kind would go down : The great ones had open'd

their Eyes.

Befides, he that was then Emperor of Greece, Con-

fiantius Paleologus, was look'd upon by the Chriilians

as a Tyrant, the Off-fpring of Tyrants and Ufurpers.

The Grecians ftill retain'd the black Memoirs of thofe

horrid and nefandous Tragedies, acled by Michael //?:-

d> aniens, John and Manuel, the Predeceffors and An-
cestors of this Conjlantine, And they had fuch a par-

ticolac
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ticular Averfion for his Government, that tho' there

were infinite Treafures of Gold and Silver in the

Hands of the rich Citizens of Confiantinople, when
that City was befieged by Mahomet If, yet no Man
would part with the leaft Sum of Money to fupport

the Publick Caufe : but chofe rather, in a kind of a
revengeful and defperate Sullennefs, to fall into the

Hands of the victorious Ofmans, than to afford their

hated Sovereign any Relief.

Thus fell that Queen of Cities, the Glory of all

the Eaft, under the Power of our puifiant Emperors,

in whofe Poileffion it remains to this Day ; and may
it fo remain till the Moon (hall be in her laft Wane,
and the Sun fhall ceafe to Ihine on the World.

In the mean Time, I will entertain thee en paf-

fant, as the French call it, with a fnort View of the

chief Magnificences in Confiantinople.

That which firft draws the Admiration of Tra-
vellers, is the glorious Structure of Senda Sophia, a
Temple confecrated to the Eternal WISDOM by
which the Worlds were made : Built by the Empe-
ror Jufiinian with inimitable Magnificence ; tho' af-

terwards fpoiled and plunder'd of its chiefeft Orna-
ments, by the greedy Soldiers of Mahomet II, whom
I have fo often mentioned ; and fix Parts of it entire-

ly fubverted by fucceeding Emperors.

Pity it was, if furious and ill-grounded Superfti-

tion was the Caufe of fuch deplorable Ruins. What
can be faid of thofe who demolifhed the Sub-Fana
of the Third Temple, celebrated in the univerfal

Hiflory of the World ? Tnat of Diana at Ephe-

fus, 'tis true, was the Pattern ; yet 'twas not much
beyond Solomon's boailed Fane at Jerufalem, without

Iron, Pins, or Nails, or other Work of the Hammer,
excelled but a little in the Artifice and Symmetry.
Indeed, the Luftre of Sions Mofque was more ra-

diant and glorious in Workmanfhip of Gold, the

Walls and Floor being over-laid with that Metal,

and the Pvoof on the Outfide was, as it were, itud-

ded with Spikes of beaten Gold fo thick, that there

waa
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was not Room for a Bird to perch between them.
And this was done to prevent the Prophanation of

the Temple by their muting on it.

When the San (hone in its full Strength, the Co-
vering of the Temple, thus adorned, looked like a

Firmament glittering with innumerable Stars.

But to return to the Mofque of Sanfia Sophia, let

us confider it in its primitive State, and we mail find

fome excellent Curiofities. Among the reit there was

a Candleltick or Sconce of beaten Gold, lo admirably

contriv'd, that itTpontaneoufly fed the Bowls of fever*

Branches, with a conftant Stream of Oil, which by
equal Meafures flow'd into them from the Hollow of

the Shaft. So that if the Flame but of one fingle

one had wanted Aliment, all the reft mult have been

extinguiftjed at the fame Time.

The Walls of this glorious Mofque, within and

without, prefent the Eye with nothing but white

Marble, Porphyry, and other precious Stones. The
Roof is of a prodigious Height, cover'd with Lead

without, but proudly o^entous of its inward Ceil-

ing, which is divided into Vaults and Arches richly

adorned with Golden Fret-work, and fupported by

Pillars of Cyprian Jafper, rureft white Marble and

Porphyry. There is a Marble Stone in the Mofque
had in great Reverence by the True Faithful, becaufe

the Tradition goes, That on it, Mary the Mother of

Jefus, waffd the Infant-?rophit's Linnen.

There are alio u.ider the Mofque, innumerable Vaults

or Oratories, full of Altars and Sepulchres : But there

is no Accel's to them, in regard the Doors are walled

tip.

Tn a Place not far from thefe, you find ten huge

Velfels fall of Oil, referved there ever fince the Days
of Confar.tir.e the Great, yet remains uncorr_pted,

being of Colour white like Milk. It is an inexpia-

ble Crime for any, but the Grand Signhrs Phyfici-

ans and Surgeons to ufe or touch it. And they com-

pound certain Medicaments with it, for the Service cf

him and his Serai/.

Now
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Now I remember what I have read in a very au-

thentick Hiitorian, concerning an Oil made by cer-

tain Holy Perfons, who only had the Secret of it. As
the Story goes, it was extracted from the Leaves and

Chips of Wood which are found floating in the Ri-

vers that defcend out of Paradife. This Oil they

compounded with our Ingredients, and performed

Cures therewith, which were elleemed miraculous. It

was fent from one Prince to another, as a Sacred and

Invaluable Treafuie : Till at laft it came into the

Hands of the Eaflern Patriarchs, who prefided over

the Chriftians of the Greek, Armenian, and Egyptian

Churches, who pretend to the only True Myftery and

Power of making it at this very Day. And that

though the ancient Popes of Rome, were formerly

prefented with a yearly Portion of it, fo long as they

remained in Communion with the Patriarchs of the

Eaft ; yet after Viflor had once made the fatal Schifm,

which never could be healtd Hnce, the Holy Favour

was denied to his Succeffors : Who inflead of the O-
riginal Genuine Oil, were forced to counterfeit it,

ufing a fpurious Unguent, to preferve the Authoricy

of tneir Religious Sacraments. And hence they fay,

it comes to pafs, that few or none are ever healed by
the Extreme Urclion of the Latin Church.

God knows, whether this be Truth or no. Bat

I am apt to think, that the Ten Jars of Oil before

mentioned, which lie under the Mofque of Jja-So-

phian, are Rclicks of the Ancient Patriarchs of Con-

Jlaniincple ; who had the Secret of compounding the

myfterious Extratt.

From the Place where thefe VeTels are kept, you
defcend into the Dormitories of Royal Ottoman Car-

cafes, the Sons of our renowned Emperors. From
thence you pafs into Two Caverns, one leading di-

rectly to the Seraglio, the other extending it felf un-

der the Buildings of the City, by a vail long Tradl

of Grcurd. I know no Ufe there is at prefent of

the former Cave : But the latter ferves for a Work-
room to certain poor SilkSpinfters.

This
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This Letter would be too tedious, if I fhould de-

fcribe all the other Mofques and Buildings of Note in

Cotfantincple. Wherefore, not to tire thee, I will

referve what remains to be faid of that Glorious City
for other Difpatches.

In the mean Time, with an afFe&ionate Conge of
my Soul, I bid thee Adieu : Praying God to let thee

crop the choiceft Flowers of Human Happinefs.

Paris, \^h of the yh Moon,

of the Year 1673.

LETTER XVI.

To Hamet, Reis EfTendi, Pri?icipal

Secretary of the Ottoman Empire.

NOW I will perform the Promife I made thee

long ago ; which was to prefent thee with an

Idea of the different Strength and Policies of thefe

Nazarene Kingdoms and States : wherein, I will be-

gin with Germany ; which is, as it were, the lafl Re-

trenchment of the declining Roman Empire.

The Annals affirm, that in the Reign of Charles V,
when the Muffulmans invaded Aujiria with innumerable

Forces, that Emperor oppofed him with an Army of

90000 Foot, and 30000 Horfe. Maximilian II,

went beyond him, and raifed 1 00000 Foot, and

3.5000 Horfe. Neither was Corn dear in fo vaft an

Army. It is certain, that the German Emperor can,

upon Occafion, fend into the Field 200000 expert

Soldiers. It is moreover obferved, that from the

Year 1560 of the Chriftians Hegira, even to thefe

prefent Times, there has been no War between France,

Spain, and the Netherlands, wherein many Thoufands

of Germans have not ferv'd.

Their
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Their bcft Infantry is gather'd out of Bavaria, Au-

firia, and Wejiphalia: And their choiceil Cavalry-

come out of Brunfwicky Juliers, and Frankendal. Both

Foot and Horfe fight better, . or more fuccefsfully in

an open Plain or Field, than in narrow Covert Pla-

ces ; fuch as Lanes and Woods, cs'c . For they are not

good at taking Advantages of Ground, or at politick

Skirmifhes, and cunning Ambufcades. They have not

Patience to lie long waiting the Enemy's Motions, nei-

ther care they to divide their main Body into Frag-

ments, or Detachments ; but they love to wedge them-

felves all together in Form of a Triangle, and fo march
with grave and flow Pace, that fo they may break thro'

their Enemies, and confound their Order, which they

efteem a certain Step to Viclory. They fight better alfo

under a Foreign Commander, than a General of their

own Nation. They cannot endure the Hardihips and
Afflictions of a long Siege; but when once they begin

to fmart for Want of Provifions, they foon capitulate,

and furrender. Neither have they more Patience in a
Camp, to bear the Injuries of Weather ; but they make
Halle to fet upon the Enemy, and decide the Quarrel

in a pitch'd Combat : Wherein, if their firft Onfet

fail, they feem like Men flupify'd, ailonifh'd, or in a
Trance; not knowing whether they had bell to renew
the Aflault, or to fly : And if they once fly, there is

no rallying them again. Yet thefe Armies are not
rais'd without a vail Expence, nor maintained without
a greater, being cumber'd with a Train of Women,
Children, and Servants ; who confume the Provifions

of the Soldiers, fo that many times they fiaive for want
of common Ammunition Bread.

Their Horfes may be called rather flrong, than
fprightly and bold ; being for the mofl Part taken
from the Plough, or other Rural Drudgeries. In a
word, they're like their Riders, phlegmatick and dull

;

having this alfo peculiar in their Couftitution, that at
the Sight of Blood they fhrink, and are ready to faint

:

Whereas the Spanijb Horfe gather frelh Courage from
this Spectacle.

The



236 Letters writ by Vol. VII.

The Germans alfo have confiderable Forces by Sea ;

but they feldom make ufe of them, unlefs it be a-

gainft the Danes, and Swedes. Befides all this, their

Auxiliary Armies are not to be forgot, which they

receive from Italian Princes, from the Dukes of Sa-

voy, and Lorrain, and fometimes from the trufty SiviJ/es.

But there are two Things chiefly wanting in this

Empire, amidft all its numerous Forces : One is,

Unity and Concord among the Subjecls ; another is,

a fix'd Resolution and Readinefs to enterprize any
Thing of Moment. Their Haw-Towns are always

jealous of the Neighbouring Princes. And thefe

again give them Occafion to fufpec"! their Power, and
hate their Intereft, which they fo often employ a-

gainft them, by incroaching on their Privileges.

Then the Catholicks and Proteilants are always quar-

relling : And one Seel of Proteftants perpetually per-

fecting another. Hence it falls out, that the Princes

go fo unwillingly and rarely to the Diets : And
when they come there, they fpin out fo much Time
in adjufting their private Pretentions, Claims, and
Privileges: in performing of State Ceremonies ; and

in deliberating concerning the Publick Good ; whilft

every one contradicts his Neighbour, and labours

with all his Might to eftablifh his own Opinion,

and get it pafs'd into a Decree by the Sanction of the

Diet ; that before they come to any Refolves, an ex-

peditious and potent Enemy might rufh into the Heart

of the Country, and even take all thefe Northern

Blockheads Prifoners.

The German Empire is Elective ; and the Power of

chufing Cts/ar is in the Hands of Seven Princes. Thefe

are firft, the Archbifhop of Mentz, Grand Chancellor

of the Bmpire ; in whofe Cuitody are the Archives and

Decrees of the German Diets. The -Second is, the

Archbifhop of Triers, or Treves, Great Chancellor of

the Empire for France. The Third is,' the Archbifhop

of Co/en, Great Chancellor of the Empire for Italy.

The Fourth is," the King of Bohemia, Cupbearer to

the Emperor. The Fifth is, the Count Palatine of

the
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the Rhine, Mailer of the Imperial Palace. The Sixth

is, the Duke of Saxony, Marfhal or Sword- Bearer to

the Emperor. The Seventh and laft is, the Marquis

of Brandenburg, Great Cliamberlain, or Treafurer of

the Empire.

There are reckon'd 25 Politick Princes or Dukes of

the Empire, 6 Marquifies, 5 Lantgraves, 9 Archbi-

fhops, and Bilhops 47 ; Abbots who enjoy the Title

and Dignity of Princes 12, Abbots of a lower De-
gree 52. With innumerable others, too tedious to

be named. They reckon alfo 82 Counts of principal

Note, befides many of a meanner Figure. They num-
ber 49 Barons and Free Lords, 90 Haw-Towns, and
10 Circles of the Empire.

In the German-Diets, this Order is obferved

:

When the Emperor is placed in the Throne, the Arch-
bifhop of Titers tr.kes his Place juft over againft him :

He of Menlz fits next to the Emperor, on his Right

Hand ; the Second Place belongs to the King of Bo-

hemia ; and the Third to the Count Palatine of the

Rhine. On the Emperor's Left Hand, the Archbifhop

of Cologn takes the rirft Place ; the Duke of Saxony the

next ; and the Marquis of Brandenhurgh the third.

The Hans-Towns which acknowledge no other Lord
but the Emperor, are governed by their own Municipal

Laws and Privileges. In fome of them the Common
People bear Rule ; in others a Mixture of the Commons
and Nobles j and many of them wholly obey the

Nobility.

No Man falutes by the Title of Emperor, him
whom the Princes have elected to that Dignity, till

he be crewn'd by the Pope or Mufti of Rome. They
call him Cafar, or King of the Romans, or King of

Germany, but not Emperor, till the Coronation is

frnifh'd. Nor does the Emperor, even after he is

crown'd and eftabliirTd in the Throne, exercife an
Abfolute Power in all Things ; Affairs of Importance

being generally referr'd to the Publick Diets or Divans

of the Empire ; where the Electoral Princes deliberate

all Things ; On whom the very Power of the Em-
peror himftlf depends. Thefe
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Thefe Diets are very confus'd and tedious, in re-

gard the Princes -feldom appear there in their own
Perfons, but fend their Ambafladors and Deputies,

who yet have not full Power to conclude any Thing
without particular Orders from their refpec~iive Ma-
ilers. So that a prodigious deal of Time is taken up,

in fending Couriers to inform the Princes of all emer-

gent Counfels and Tranfaclions, and in waiting for

their exprefs Inftruclions and Anfwers again.

In a word, confidering the Diverfity of Interefts

carried on by the Electoral Princes, their mutual Feuds

and DifTentions, Domeftick Animofities, and Foreign

Engagements, both on Religious and Political Accounts;

'tis a Miracle that this tottering Empire Hands fo long,

and doe* not fall to Ruin : Efpecially being environ'd,

and almoft continually afTaulted by Three Potent E-

nemies ; the King of Sweden, the King of Trance,

and our invincible Monarch : Not to mention the

frequent Incnrfions of the Mufcovites and Tartars

;

the Revolts of the Hungarians, Tranfil'vanians, Bof-

nians, Croats, and other Nations, which are counted

Members of the German Empire. But he abounds

in Men and Money, with all other Neceflaries to fup-

port his Wars : There not being a more rich and

populous Region on Earth, than Germany.

Sage Hamet, when the determinM Period is come,

God will abafe the Pride of thefe hfdels by the Hands
of the True Believers : The Riches of the Weft (hall

become the Spoil of Eaftern Heroes ; and the Pofteri-

of Sbeir. mall take Root in the Cities of Japhet.

May'ft thou live till that Time, to triumph in the

Glory of the Houfe of IJhmael, when they fhall be

exalted more than in the Ages that are paft.

Paris, gth ofthe yth Moon,

of the Tear\6-j^.

LETTER



Vol. VII. a Spy at Paris. 239

LETTER XVII.

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand
Signior.

TH Y Memory is like the Smell of Incenfe ; re-

frefhing as Wine of Tenedos in a Goblet of

pure Gold. When my Heart is almoft dead with

Melancholy ; when I can find no Pleafure in Com-
pany abroad, and the very Elements of which I am
made, frown upon me ; when the Time of Night
forces me to come home fighing as to a Prifon, and
the Hangings of my Bed Chamber look dull, and feem
to be painted with horrid Tragedies : In a Word, when
every Thing in Nature appears in an angry threatning

Fit, then I think of thee, my Friend, and that Thought
relieves me. Thy beloved Idea is a perfect Talifman,

working Wonders in my Soul. It charms or coun-

tercharms, as my Occafions do require. No Fears

or Griefs, or other melancholy Paffions dare abide

its Energy : As foon as it appears, each baneful

Thought is gone ; the Troops of fad Chimera's va-

rifh like the Morning Mift before the Sun. Thou
art as a ftrong Tower or Fortrefs, where I can take

Sancluary from my Enemies : An impregnable Cita-

del, feated on the Top of a high Rock ; from whence
I can look down with Scorn on my Perfecutors be-

neath, pofFefling my felf in perfect Secu y.

I dare not fo much as vent my Thoughts to ano-

ther, tho' a Mujfulman, for fear of fome untoward
Confequence : So induftrious is the Malice of moft
Men ; fo vigilant and ftudious for an Opportunity of

doing Mifchief. And as for thefe Infidels, my Con-
verfation is for the moft Part Hiftrionick. I am con-

ftrained to aft to the Life a very zealous Chriftian,

and a Catholick : When, God knows, my Heart keeps

not Time with my exterior Aclions and Words.

Not
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Not but that there are Scepticks among the Chriflians,

as well as among True Believers : But they are ge-

nerally very private and referv'd : For open Blafphe-

my, or what is reputed fo here, is certainly punifh'd

with Death.

I fometimes meet with ingenuous and candid Souls,

with whom I can difcourfe freely, and like a Man
that doubts of many things, which others current-

ly believe. Yet we dare not trull each other too

far, nor the very Air in which our Words vanifh,

after it has help'd to form them ; left fome fly envious

Demon fhould catch the tranfient Sound, and rever-

berate the yet articulated Body of Particles which
made it, into fome inquifitive Ear to ruin us. For
there are certain bufy gofliping Eccho's fcatter'd vp
and ddwn the Elements, which are always iift'ning

to the Words of Mortals : And if the fpightful Elves

can but take hold of any Syllable to do a Man an In-

jury, they are big till they have vented it. Yet they

make no Shew or Noife, but whifper out their Tales

in Secret ; fometimes in dead of Night, when Men
are faft afkep ; at other Times when they are deeply

mufing on the hidden things of Nature. For 'tis

only to the Wife, the Sage, the Nolle, and the

Great, that they reveal thefe Pailages, becaufe

'tis fuch alone have Ears to hear them. They haunt

the Bed- Chambers of Kings and Princes, to tell them

News in Dreams. They are the fwifteft Couriers

in the World. For they have Wings, and fly from

Court to Court, and from one Climate to anocher in a

Moment's time. They are always buzzing in the

Ears of Sftefmen and great Politicians, to whom they

fhew the dark Intrigues of Foreign and Domeftick

Enemies. Thus are Confpiracies and Plots of Re-

bels oft difcovcr'd, the naged never fo fe-

cretly. They vifit no •. and then the Clofets of

Philosophers, and fuch us 'ove the Sciences : Men of

abftrafted Souls ; whofe Thoughts are volatile and

pure, their Fancies lively and vegete. To thefe they

unfold the covert Mvftcries of Nature, and fhew

• them
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them Things to come. They frame the Ideas of*

remote, unknown Events, which they imprint upon
the duclile Minds of Prophets and holy Men : In-

fpiring them with ftrange and unaccountable Prefa-

ges of what mall fhortly happen to themfelves or

others, whether it be good or evil. For thefe bufy-

bodies are the Daughters of the World's great Soul ;

and they inherit an univerfal Senfe and Feeling of
whatfoever happens in the Elements. 'Tis true,

(bine Knowledge they acquire by Study and Obfer-

vation, even as we Mortals do ;• but at a far fwift-

er Rate. Their airy Bodies do not fo opprefs their

intellectual Faculties, as our grofs Hulks of Flefh do
ours. We're forced to dig and plow, or to fow
and harrow, for fmall Rerurns of Science. Our Soil

is barren, it muft: be manured and cultivated with
Art and Coft, before it yields a tolerable Harveft of
what deferves the Name of folid Knowledge. But
thefe defecate Tenants of the Air, have no more to

do, but to be merely paflive, and they {trait learn

every Thing : For the eternal Sapience wanders
through the Univerfe, to feek out fuch as will or

cnn imbibe her free Impreffion. She voluntarily Aides

into receptive Souls, and fills them with her Rap.
Thus the fublimer Genii of the Air, bafk in an
open Orb of intellectual Light, becaufe they are

embodied in the moll refined and purefl Matter

:

Whereas we Mortals muft be thankful for her IU
lumi-.-.ations by Retale. She only fhines on us through
Chinks and Crannies of our dungeon Flefh : And yet

but feldom fo in direft Beams. Few Men can boaft

that Privilege. The greateft Part walk only in the
uncertain Twilight of Opinion ; or, at bed, in the

feint languid Glimmering of human Reafon ; which,
like the Moon, conveys the Original Light of
Science to us by Reflection, and at a fecond Hand.
We are fain to learn from Books, from Converfation
and .Experience.

rhon wilt pardon the Confufednefs

»nd wan; of Oraer u this Letter, when thou fhaltcon-

M Utt
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fider the Force of Melancholy which firft prompted
me to write it. For, being very fad, and overcaft

with Clouds of dark and gloomy Thoughts, which
different Paffions caufed to joftle one againft another

in my troubled Mind, I knew not how to efcape

the Tempeft better than by writing to thee, my
learned Friend, tho' only to exprefs my Circumltan-

ces. For when I began, I knew not what to fay ;

but 'twas an Eafe to write at Random, any Tiling

to breathe my Heart, and ventilate my Spleen. But

the fpecififk Remedy of my Grief, confided in

addreffing to thee, my dear Phyfician, whofe very

Remembrance is a Catbolken, Proof againft all my
Maladies.

Adie^i, thou uEfculafius of the Ottomans, and live

for ever.

Paris, \$tb of tbt 8A& Moon,

of the Year 1673.

LETTER XVIII.

To Mufu Abu'l Yahyan, Profefor of
Philofophy at Fez.

THou fnalt fee, that I am a Man of my Word,
and will keep my Promife : For this Difpatch

rontains a farther Defcription of ConfiantinopU which
\ engag'd to prefent thee with in my laft.

This famous City is fixteen Miles in Circuit, and

contains Nine hundred thoufand Inhabitants. 'Tis

divided into three Parts, by the Intercourfe of cer-

tain Arms of the Sea ; and almoft forms the Figure.

of a Triangle. The Walls are of an incredible

Height, and encompafs feven Hills within their Ex-
tent. Oae is near the Grand Signicrs Serail : Ano-
ther is in the oppofite Corner of this City ; which,

kads to Adriancple. Between two others, there lies

a Plain, which is called the great Valley. In tins

is
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is to be feen an Aqueduct of admirable Contrivance

and Structure, the Work of Conjlantine the Great,

who by this convey'd Water to the City from fevea

Miles Dillance. Solyman II augmented it, by open-

ing a Current of Water two Mile* beyond the Source

of Conjlantinople, which runs through feven hundred

and forty Pipes into the City ; betides thofe which
ferve the Mofques, the Baths, and Houfes of Purifi-

cation.

At the Extremity of the Town is feen the antique

Building of a Fortrefs, which is called the Cajlle of
the/even Towers-, a Work of inimitable Architecture.

There is a Garrifon in it of two hundred and fifty Sol-

diers ; not one of which dares to fet his Foot out of

the CaUIe- Gates, without the Leave of the Vizir

Azem, unlefs it be on two certain Days in the Year ;

that is, the firit of Beiram, and Ramtzan.
In this Place formerly the Ottoman EmperOrs us'd

to lay their Treafure of Gold and Silver, their Arms
and Ammunition, their Books, and whatfoever they

efteem'd precious. But Amurat, the Son of Selymus

II, tranflated all thefe Thefe things into the Serai/ ;

where they have been kept ever fince : And this

Caftle is turned into a Prifon for Kings and Princes

taken Captives by the True Faithful ; as alfo for re-

bellious Bajpis, and other Perfons of Quality. Here
Corefqui, Vayvod of Moldavia, was fkut up in the

Year 1617 of the Chrijlian ALra. And in the Year
1622 of the fame Date, the rebellious Janizaries im-
prifon'd their Sovereign Lord, Sultan Ofman, whom
afterwards they ftrangled in the fame Place.

There are above two thoufand Mo/q.<es, Oratories,

ar.d Sepulchres, within the Walls of Conjlantinople.

I have already defcril/d that of Aia-Sophian, in my
laft. It remains now, that I fpeak of four others

built by fome of our former Emperors. The firft

and the chiefclt, was built by Sit/tan Mahomet II, to

exprefs his Gratitude to God for the taking of
Conjla 'c is a magnificent Structure, raifed

acccrding to the Pattern of SanHa Sophia. Fie

M 2 cati'd
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caus'd a hundred (lately Chambers to be built round

about it, both for the Service of the Imaums and Mol-

lahs who belong to the Mo/qut ; and for the Enter-

tainment of Stangers, let them be of what Nation

or Religion foever. He rais'd alfo fifty other Cham-
bers without thefe, for the Ufe of the Poor : And
endowed the Mofque with fixty thoufand Ducats of

yearly Revenue.

The fecond Mofaue was built by Bajazet II, the

Son of this Mahomet. The third was built by Seli-

tnus I. The fourth, by Soljman the Magnificent*

The three laft of thefe Princes lie buried each in his

own Mofque, under Monuments of a fuperb Figure :

Innumerable Lamps burning over them, and round

about them, Night and Day, whilft certain Mollabs

pray byTurns, without ceafing, for the Health of

the departed Royal Souls.

But the laft of thefe Mofques, which was built,

as I have faid, by Sultan Solyman, far exceeds all the

reft, and comes not (hort of Sancla Sophia, in the

Richnefs of Marble, Porphyry, and other excellent

Materials.

The Greeks have forty Churches and Chapels in

Confiantinople, wherein they perform the Naxarene

Worfhip. The Armenians have four. Thofe of the

Latin Communion have a College annexed to it for

a certain Number of Jefuits. This is feated in Ps-

ra, which is a kind of Suburb to Conjiantinople.

The Jeivs have great Liberty in the Imperial Ci-

ty. Their Habitations are contiguous, taking up
nine Principal Streets and they have eight and thirty

Synagogues.

The Walls of the City remain very entire, and are

double towards the Land. There are nineteen

Gates in them ; one of which is calPd the Holy Gate%

in refpeft of a vaft Multitude of Chrijlian Saints

who lie buried in a Chapel hard by it. It was thro'

this Gate that Mahomet II, made his triumphant

Entry into Conftantinople, on purpofe, as it were, to

jjophane the reputed San&ity of the Place, and

infult
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infuit o'er their falfe Gods ; whilft he came to efta-

blifh the Law and Worfhip of the only True God,
Creator of Heaven and Earth.

There are abundance of antique Monuments in

the City, as Pyramids and Obelifks of admirable

Figure and Contrivance. In one place, there are

three Serpents of Marble, flretching themfelves« to

the Height of two Men, and mutually twilling

about each other. The Report goes, That thefe

were erefted by a Magician at the Time when the Ci-

tizens were much infefted with living Serpents, and
that by this Enchantment they were freed.

One of thefe has a Wound in the Neck, which was
given it by Mahomet II, when he rode into the van-

quifh'd City. For, he beholding the horrid Idol, and

gueffing right, that it was the Work of fome Ma-
gician, was moved with holy Zeal and Indignation.

Wherefore, couching his Spear, and giving Spurs to

his Horfe, he ran full tilt againft it, aad wounded one
of the Serpents in the Neck, which is feen to this Day.

In the fame Pavement there ftands a very elegant Co-
lumn of ruftick Workmanlhip, as they call it : The
Marble of which it confifts, being fattened together

without the Intervention of Mortar, Bitumen, or

any other Cement. It has within, a winding Stair-

Cafe by which one may go up to the Top.
In this Place, which is called the Hippodrome, the

Ottoman Grandees exercife themfelves on Horfeback,

and fometimes the Grand Signior himfelf : Efpecially

on great Feftivals.

Round about it, there are above two thoufand Kttle

Shops of Taylors or Botchers, for the Ufe of thofe

who would have their Gaments mended, fcowr'd and
polilh'd at a fmall Price. And yet out of this fo con-

temptible a Trade, the Grand Signior receives a yearly

Cuftom of eleven thoufand Zequins. By this thou may'lt

take an Eftimate of his other Revenues, which flow into

his Coffers from all Parts of fo vaft an Empire.

There are above forty thoufand Ware-Houfes, and
Shops of Merchants, Brokers,. Pedlars, Huckfters, and

fuck
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fuch like Callings : Each Trade having their proper

Bazar, or Market, according to the Quality of the

Goods they fell. But there is one more eminent
than all the reft, which is called Bajlian ; where are

Goldfmiths, Jewellers, and fuch as deal in any man-
ner of fine coftly Things. This Place is environ'd

with very ftrong Walls, fix Foot thick, and is fhut

up every Night by four double Gates, and at other

Times as Occafion requires : So that it looks like a

little well-fortified Town.
In this wealthy Market, there is a Gallery or Pi-

azza nearly arch'd and fupported by twenty-four

Pillars. Under this, there are abundance of little

Shops, fix Foot long, and four in Breadth. Here all

thofe precious Commodities are expos'd to fale on
Tables or

t
Ccunters, and with their Luilre dazzle the

Eyes of fuch as pafs by.

Thou may'ft alfo conjecture at the vaft Gains of

thefe Merchants, by the Rates which they pay to

the Grand Signior, only for their Licence to fell in

this Place. I have known one Man, that was my
particular Acquaintance, give yearly two thousand

Franks for this Liberty ; and he told me, That no

Man could enjoy the Freedom of the Place under

that Price, unlefs he had great Favour (hewn him,

which is very rare ; and even then it would not be

much abated.

As one pafies from this Market one Way, there

arifes a {lately Column of Porphyry begirt in many
Places with Iron Hoops : and a little diftant you fee

another more lofty than this : It is called the Hifto-

rical Column, being engraven all over with the Fi-

gures of Men. In this alfo, there is a Stair-cafe to

tne top, but much broken, and in danger of fall-

ing, if it were not ftrengthened and hevd together

with vaft Hoops of Iron.

The next Thing worthy to be feen, is the old Palace

of Confianthe the Great : Worthy, I fay, to be feen

only for its Antiquity ; for it is no very elegant Build-

ing ; yet it has this Commendation, That it ftands

iq
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m the pureft and moll wholfome Air of the whole

City.

There is another Market alfo wall'd in, befides that

of the Goldi'miths, tjc. which has a Piazza fupport-

ed by fixteen Pillars. In this are fold all Manner of

Silks. And a little way off from this, is the Bazar
where they fell Slaves. So great are the Gains of

this Traffick, that thofe who ufe it, pay to the

Grand Signior, by way of Cuftom, the Yearly Sum
of fixteen Thoufand Zequins.

The Vintners, Victuallers, and Sutlers, who fell

Wine to the Cbrifiians and Jews, and privately to the

Muffulmans, pay yearly Fif:y Eight Thoufand, Seven

Hundred and Eighty-eight Zequins. The very Filher-

men of Conjlantinople, who live along the Strand,

pay the Yearly Sum of Twenty Nine Thoufand
Three Hundred Ninety-four Zequins. The Corn-

Market, where all Sorts of Grain, Pulfe, Meal, and
Flour, are fold, pays yearly into the Treafury 14
Purfes of Money, each Purfe being worth a Thou-
fand, Six Hundred, Thirty and Three Zequins. The
Egyptian Merchants who bring their Goods from
Alcaire, to fell them at Confiantinoplt, pay 24 Pur-

fes. The Freight of all Foreign Merchant-Ships,

make up 180 Purfes of Gold. I have mentioned

the Value of each Purfe before. The great Sham-
bles without the City, pay 32 Purfes. There ferve

in this Place 200 Butchers, over whom there is a
Praefeft or Mafter, without whofe Confent no Man
can kill any Beaft, anlefs it be in the Cafe of Cor-

ban. Nay, fo great is the Authority of this Praefeft,

that the Jews themfelves are forc'd to afk his Leave

to kill their Beafls after their own Falhion. The
Reafon why the Shambles are without the City, is

for Purity fake, left the City be polluted with Blood.

It is impoffible to call up the prodigious Revenue
which arifes to the Grand Signior from the Sale of

Hungarian Sheep and Oxen, in the 10th and 1 ith

Moons. But thou may'ft comprehend chat it is very

great, when fometimea in one Day's time, there are

fold 25000 Oxen, and 40000 Sheep.

Neither
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Neither is it more eafy to reackon up his Incomes

from the Sale of Houfes, Skiffs, Galleys, Saicks,

and bigger Veffels. Eeildes, it would be too tedious for

one Letter. What fhall I fay of the Tribute which
the Jews and Chrijiians pay, amounting Yearly to a

prodigious Sum of Money ? Time, Paper, Ink, and

Human Patience iti'elf would fail in rehearfing fo

many Particulars.

But thou mayeft frame a Regular Judgment of

the immenfe Riches which the Grand Signior is pof-

fefled of; when thou (halt know, that there is a

Mint in the Imperial City, where Four Hundred
Men perpetually labour in coining new Money, hav-

ing a Prefident, or Overfeer, who fupervifes the Work,
who muft be a Grecian, by a fpecial Privilege grant-

ed to that .Nation by our Munificent Emperors ; be-

caufe the Mines of Silver and Gold, are within the

Limits of the Grecian Empire. So that none but

Greeks are admitted to affift at this curious Art.hce.

The Prefident is obliged every New-Moon to fend

into the Serail Ten Thoufand Zequins of Gold, and

Twenty Thoufand in Silver. For fuch is the Pleafure

of the Great Sultan, that the Royal Palace mould al-

ways abound with fair new Money.
Sage Mufu, aflure thy felf, that Cinflantinoplt is

the Grand Treafury, Exchequer, or Bank, of the

whole Earth ; where all the Riches of the Eaft,

Wsjl, North, and South, and of the Seven Climate*,

are refunded and laid up as in their proper Centre.

But I have more to fay in another Letter concerning

this glorious City. Only Time juft now gave me a

Prick with the End of his Scythe, to put me in Mind
of an urgent Affair, not to be neglected this Moment.
Wherefore, in Hafte, Adieu.

Paris, \jl of the %ih Moon,

ef the Tear 1673.

THE END,
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