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XLIX.] CHINA TRADE, 7

and the Indians be no longer excluded from
public offices, &ec. ‘

You know that these proposals were adopted
m cvery essential particular, and have since been
carried into effect. No part of them was more
vehemently opposed (chiefly from motives of pri-
vate interest) than the freedom of trade to China.
It was affirmed that the Chinese would deal only
with the East India Company; that they would
entirely prohibit the exportation of tea, and the
Enghsh would be compelled to do without it. Of
all these assertions and prophecies, none have
been fulfilled.  English individuals now trade in
that country with as much security as the Ameri-
cans used to do. Tea, which was dearer in Great
Britain than in any other part of the world, is
daily becoming cheaper, without losing in quality;
an immense sphere of commercial enterprise is
opened, from which very large commissions are
already received ; and the Chinese have no more
inclination to keep their tea unsold, because
England changes its commercial laws, than our
sheep-owners have to keep their wool, hecause a
Whig ministry has taken the place of a Tory
ministry.

To this short indication of the progress of the
legislation, allow me to add a few detached par-
ticulars. The export of British manufactures to
India amounted on an averﬁge, from L1768 to
1792, to 1,921,000/, and 1t has since very much
mecereased.












XLIX.] INDIAN LAW. 11

(the moonsiff court) has only a native judge; in
the second, an European is joined with the Ma:
hommedan and Indian judges. The proceedings
are carried on in writing, and the examination of
the witnesses is publicly carried on in the Persian,
Bengalee, or Hindostanee language. The native
advocates (vakeels) are appointed and superin-
tended by the courts; theiwr fees increase accord-
g to the value of the matter m dispute, but
never exceed 1000 rupees. In some parts, for
instance 1 Ceylon, trial by jury has been in-
troduced; but in others the government has
hesitated to venture on so important a step before
the people shall be better educated. At Madras
the natives declared that 1t was contrary to their
manners, customs, and religious persuasion, to
participate as jurymen in the administration of
justice. Criminal causes are, for the most part,
decided accoi'ding to strict Mahommedan law.
Two witnesses are required; but when the proof
15 not quite complete, extraordinary punishments
are decrced.  Against Mahommedans no evi-
dence but that of Mahommedans is received.
The testimony of women and slaves is wholly re-
jected. Formerly it was customary to use torture.
Crimes committed in Bengal :—

Against the person, 1822-4 . . . .. 3196

‘ 'y 1825-7 ... .. 1960
Against property, 18224 ... .. 2170
s i825-7 ... .. 1524

I do not venture (for the reasons alrcady ex-
planed elsewhere) at once to infer, from the de-
crease of these numbers, a corresponding ncrease












XLIX.] HINDOO CHARACTER. 15

his "dark picture, when he says that there is
greater improvement in British India, than in
those states into which European civilisation has
not penetrated.

There are other and different descriptions of
India, by men who are fully as well informed, and
can say ancl’ iosono pittore. 'The excellent Bishop
Heber says, the national character of the Hindoos
is decidedly good, mild, and affectionate. They
are temperate, active, kind to their relations ;
in general, honest towards their masters, easily
gained by kindness and confidence, and, after
they have taken the military oath, admirable for
their obedience, courage, and fidelity in life and
death. With respect to their natural character
(says Heber, in another place) I am inclined to
think very favourably of it. Unfortunately they
have many vices, which originate in slavery, an
ill-regulated state of civil society, and an erro-
neous and immoral religious system; but they
are men of high and gallant spirit, obliging, in-
telligent, and extremely desirous of knowledge
and 1mprovement.

Munro, in his History of British India, speaks
m a similar manner. The Hindoo character
has a mixture of good and bad qualities. Maﬁy,
for instance, are selfish, others (especially among
the agricultural classes) are generous and kind to
their neighbours and inferiors. I do not know
any other example of a great nation, under simi-
lar circumstances, having preserved, under a suc-
cession of tyrannical masters, so many good
qualities and virtues as are still to be found in
the inhabitants of this country.












XLIX.] DURATION OF EMPIRES. 19

dearly for overlooking this truth in  America.
May the former not fall into the same error in
Asia; but be prepared and ready to meet what
must inevitably happen !

In order to refute me, some person might con-
tinue my comparison, and say, when the chil-
dren commence an independent existence, the
father 1s old, and drawing towards his end. But
I have alrcady endeavoured to prove in another
letter, from preceding examples and analogies,
that for a people, as such, no necessary or ab-
solute term of existence can be assigned; that
renovating means are always at hand, if it will
only employ them at the right time, and in due
measure, and remain clear from the sins and the
errors which have hitherto caused the decay of
nations.













L.] POPULATION. 23

Pt

the warmest approbation; nay, an old and very
fat lady who was scated next to me stamped with
her short legs as loud and heartily as the most
expert drummer.  You are aware that stamping
with the feet 1s here, as 1n Pars, a token of
applause.

I have received a very polite invitation to be
present at the installation of the new chauncellor
of Cambridge. By accepting it, however, I should
not only losc three days, which I cannot spare
from my researches, but likewise I consider it
improper to force myself into a place whence, for
want of room, so many Englishmen must be
excluded.

London, 3d July.
Permit me to send you again to-day some
statistical tables, which give rise to interesting
reflections.  The population amounted to
England.,  Gt.Britain.  Ireland. Inround numbers
1801 8,381,000 10,042,000 5,395,000  16.330,000
1811 9,538,000 12,609,000 5,937,000 18,540,000

1821 11,261,000 14,391,000 6,801,000 21,190,000
1831 14,001,000 16,537,000 7,734,000 24,270,000

This rapid increase of the population proves
that the notion that adequate means cannot be
obtained for its maintenance is only a partial
and subordinate truth. Morcover, the 24,000,000
are by no means worse off than formerly the
16,000,000. The taxes, for instance, have been
more reduced, since the peace, than in any other
European state.

The trading and manufacturing population
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The number of emigrants in 1833 were
To British America . ) 28,508

To the United States . 29,225
Cape of Good Hope . 517
Austraha . . : : 4,134

Total . . . 62,684

It 1s certainly quite as mistaken a notionto
prohibit emigration as to prohibit the exporta-
tion of merchandise or of money. On the con-
trary, 1t 1s rather a defect if a country has no
means, whether near or remote, of getting rid of
its surplus population. By emigration, or cole~.
nization, the world has become peopled and civi-
lized, and there is nowhere a paradise from which
sin alone compels men to retive.  If there were
such a paradise, 1t would, at the most. be in
Japan, which, nevertheless, 1s not the less free
from sin because it shuts itself out from the rest
of the world. The love of home, and the inclhi-
nation to visit foreign parts, preserve their natu-
ral equilibrium when they are not interfered with
by partial restrictions. It 1s commendable in
covernments to give information of the difficul-
ties and dangers of emigration, when authentic
information cannot be casily obtained ; but it can-
not be expected that warnings will deter those
who, for sufficient reasons, are resolved or obliged
to leave their country.

Above all things it would be proper to facili-
tate the emigration of political malcontents,—to
send out some absolutists to the north-cast, some
ultra-liberals to the south-west, on voyages ot dis-

VOL. II. C









25 ENGLAND IN 1835. [ Lett.

no longer venture to advance a step; and from
just abhorrence of the hypocritical friends of pre-
tended legitimacy, who would make everything
retrograde, the people rush forward hike a whirl-
wind, which in its unbndled fury sweeps away
their superiors, their governors, and then them-
selves. At last, when kings and demagogues,
landed property and personal property, churches
and schools, scicnce and art, are plunged in the
same bottomless abyss, then some of the heads
of those delusive scliools, who happen to survive,
creep from under the rubbish, place themsclves on
the fragments of overthrown columns in the deso-
late waste, and outvic each other in reciprocal
reproaches, in order to lay upon one party alone
the blame in which they both have an cqual
share.
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LETTER LI.

-

English Ladies—Prussia—Patriotism—German Malcontents —
Police—Religious Intolerance—Catholics— Dissenters.

London, June 5, 1835.

I am rather behindhand in my daily reports to
you, partly because other things engage my atten-
tion, and partly also what I had to commumicate
would consist almost entirely of unconnected cir-
cumstances. I have been forced to decline seve-
ral invitations, amongst others the féte of the
Horticultural Society at Chiswick, as neither
duty nor mchination will suffer me to lose a single
day in the State-Paper Office. Its treasures are
so inexhaustible and are so conveniently at hand,
that I am resolved to carry off as much as my
very limited stay will permit. In the morning,
therefore, till eleven, my mind is fixed upon the
present, from eleven to three upon the past;
then comes the reading of the journals and news-
papers at the Athenswcum, visiting, dinner, At
Homes, and sleep, but seldom sufficient.

I have often told you why I could not describe
every party in detail, and I find my motives con-
firmed. The general character of society is not
so spirited, striking, and amusing as in France
and Germany. The French, for example, have
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matter ; it contains a transcendental idealism
which puts to shame all false philosophy, and
especially that which would make spirit originate
in the enjoyments of sense, or place upon the
throne the utilitarian doctrine in her mantle of
shreds and patches. The Laplander, the Hot-
tentot (so say all collectors of curiosities) always
desires to return home; what folly, what brutish
stupidity ! I know the value of mental develop-
ment; but it is not produced by violently remov-
ing an individual in an humble situation from his
natural soil, and carrying him through the air
to unknown and incomprehensible regions. What
neither can nor ought to succeed with German
children in Geneva and Lausanne, will succeed
stil]l less with these Hottentots and Greenlanders.
He who can say, « Here will I live, here I am
happy, because my grandsive planted the tree,
and my father rested under its shade,” —he
surely has not less feeling than the traveller
who hastens from London to Naples, and hires
apartments i St. Lucia because he has been
told it is the most beautiful prospect in the
world.

““The impressions on the senses,” say certain
philosophers, “alone form the mind ; there is no-
thing in the mind but what has been conveyed to
it through the senses.”” But the beast has acuter
senses than man; whence comes it, then, that his
intellect is not awakened by the impressions of the
senses 7 Why, then, does the eagle pay no atten-
tion when I place before him Raphael’s Madonna?
Why does the dog at the most begin to bark
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by exciting youth, the waves of the ocean were
raised, which swept away the greatest despotism
of modern times. Can we wonder, then, that after
such a storm, all minds did not at once subside
imto a perfect calm, but, as in Gliick’s < Iphigenia,’
some tones still echoed, some lightnings still
flashed ? Truly, those persons who now go about
with their police watering-pot, to extinguish the
last spark, would mnever, in those years of terror,
have fetched, like Prometheus, the sacred fire
from heaven, to purify the world from its dross
and gain the pure silver of a new era.

Such modes of cure and renovation are happily
not necessary every day. But if our youth does not
sufficiently estimate the value of what has been
gained, and of a tranquil orderly state of things,
the error is pardonable, and a happy proof that,
notwithstanding all the endeavours of the over-
anxious, the genercus fire is not extinguished, but
i reserve for times of new danger. Every useful
fire, it is true, may spread and become a dangerous
conflagration, but the firemen do not on that ac-
count stand from year’s end to year’s end, with their
engines and water-buckets, in the market-place ;
they do not blow their horn so incessantly that
nobody pays attention to them. In Venice, Madrid,
and perhaps in Paris, a secret police may have been
possible and even necessary, but it is utterly at
variance with the German character. By secret
police, I do not mean merely the endeavour to
discover secrets by means of worthless vagabonds,
spies, opening letters, and so forth, but likewise
the folly of public authorities instituting formal
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Divine anger is an effort for the Almighty him-
self. How important must that be which it costs
even God pain to accomplish! It is time, O God,
for thee to act. They have forsaken thy covenant,
thrown down thine altars, and put thy prophets to
the sword. The Judge of men must arise and
avenge his offended dignity. But I know on
whom the mark of deliverance will be impressed,
when the men with the weapons of death are com-
manded to pass through the land. Popery gives
full scope to cvery vicious propensity, and yet
holds out the promise of cternal life. It shows
how men can lecad the lives of devils, and yet
apparently die angels. Ye, however, who bend
the bow—shoot them down-—spare mo arrows.
We will take all our bows from the armoury of
heaven, and, should they wound to heal, or call
forth plagues, we will still shoot against Baby-
lon,” &e.

With the same senseless, acrimonious, unchris-
tian zcal, with which the Roman Catholic Church
s attacked, libellers, on their part, attack the
English Established Church. They do not aim
at improving what is defective, but at overthrow-
ing all that exists. Unstable atomism is to give
to the church and the state new solidity and unity.
What madness ! Neither church nor state is de-
pendent 1n origin or progress on the mere whim
of the passing hour. 'The English advocates of
the voluntary system in the church, and the
French panegyrists of the volonté générale, culti-
vate the same barren, unprofitable soil. Scarccly
a blade of grass springs up, with all their care;






LL] DISSENTERS. 39

marriage, &c., and what importance is to be at-
tached to all these things. But is every room,
where a few dissentients assemble, to pass for a
church? What persons can give validity to a
marriage ? — what rights and duties are to be
attributed to them? Is every one at liberty to
refuse contributing to the general burthens of
the church? or is he absolutely bound to contri-
bute as to the burthens of the state? These, and
similar questions, ave, indeed, hard to be answered,
and cannot be decided without an accurate com-
parison of all the circumstances. In Germany,
where only two great parties exist together, all is
more simple, and in greater masses, than here,
where every internal difference immediately
appears externally, and makes itself of conse-
quence.
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placed in the same class with banditii? or how
can we assume (like Lord M——) that they can
be animated by no more noble motive than love
of money ? The measure, however, or permission
to enlist men, is highly approved of; soldiers
and officers are cager to join, and in several
1'egilllellts there are many who content them-
selves with half-pay in order to go to Spain.

In the last number of the < Quarterly Review’
there is an article in which the old municipal
laws are highly extolled. Palgrave’s opposition is
praised to the skies, and all changes are repro-
bated as revolutionary and mischievous. Que
prouve trop ne prouve rien. 1 have already told
you that Palgrave by no means desires entirely to
abide by the old law; and so far as Sir Robert
Peel agreed to the new principle, the Review,
which commends him, might surely have gone
with him, without forfeiting its conservative
character. But people often forget that he who
stands still while the whole world is moving, ap-
pears, in comparison with it, to go backwards,
and 1n fact does so.

We hear so many lamentations that countries
and people are going to ruin, and must do so,
through the effects of daily-spreading democracy ;
yet its superficial panegyrists (if they were ca-
pable of receiving instruction) might be fully
refuted from the history of the last fifty years.
Nay, the bitterest lesson might perhaps be, that
democracy by no means predominates in countries
where it is most highly extolled. How then is
negro slavery in North America, or the power of
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parks, which are so beautifully rural, though so
closely connected with the city. The preceding
day I had ascended to the top of the Duke of
York’s column to take a view of the city, or rather
of part of it, for fog and smoke veil the larger
half, and only the dome of St. Paul’s rises above
the grey mist. How far different and more vast
would the 1mmense capital appear m the trans-
parency of a Neapolitan sky !

You ask in what the comfort of the day con:
sisted? Why, in the union of work and recrea-
tion—of scicnce and nature. Besides, I have
not yet come to the end of my story. At six
o’clock I went to a newly-discovered cating-house,
No. 3, Leicester Square. I had observed on the
preceding day, upon the bill of fare in the win-
dow, “ rice soup.” This 1 had mever tasted in
London, and you will therefore think it very
natural that I indulged my penchant for this
dish, and, besides, bespoke maccaroni soup for the
following day. It was excellent, without pepper;
and, instead of the Enghsh, I found here the
French-German cookery, and this exactly suited
my taste. English cookeryis by no means agree-
able, as everybody is obliged to bite and chew
twice as much as in France, Italy, and Germany,
which is trying enough to young teeth, but utter
destruction to older masticators.

English cockery is that of nature, as described
by Homer. Good quality of provisions is the
basis and indispensable condition of good cating:
therefore, without good fish, good meat, good
vegetables, labour and art are thrown away; and,
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attained, namely, the production of a dinner com-
bining the excellencies of nature and art. I was
yesterday perfectly satisfied with mine, and, to
crown the manifold enjoyments of the day, went
to the Haymarket Theatre. < Sweethearts and
Wives” was performed better than anything I
have yet seen. Mr. Buckstone (Billy), an over-
charged caricature, indeed, but well sustained,
the opposite of the more gentle Eugenia (Miss
Taylor), and the flippant Laura (Mrs. Humby),
and old Admiral Franklin (Mr. Strickland),
afforded much amusement. In the second piece,
¢ The Wheel of Fortune,” Mr. Warde, as a kind
of misanthrope, fell into that drawling, screaming,
pausing and hesitating manner which is here
highly applauded, but appears to me contrary to
good taste, and for which I never could feel any
relish.

All these secondary matters had nearly made
me forget the most important matter, namely, a
negotiation, the object of which is, to take a
young English lady with me to Germany. There
is no article of exportation in which the English
are so far behind the French as in that of young
women, sedate governesses, and old bonnes. The
English might answer, this is a proof of our
prosperity, of our contentment at home, of attach-
ment to our country; whereas, poverty, ennui,
and vanity drive the French women over the
frontiers. I can only half concede the correctness
of this conclusion: an easy and agreeable life
certainly keeps the English women at home, and
it is difficult to indemnify them on the continent;
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but the I'rench gain, by this kind of exportation,
more influence in Xurope than by ambassadors,
spies, and all active agents of the male sex. It
was not on the exportation of herrings and stock-
fish that the Englsh government should have
granted drawbacks and bountics, but on that of
their amiable countrywomen. It is to be hoped
that the present very judicious ministry will, at
least, defray the travelling expenses to the conti-
nental capitals, and they may be persnaded that
this outlay will prove more advantageous to
Great Britain ‘than many large subsidies for the
importation of German soldiers.
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founded on the main article of our holy faith,—
Christian Charity.

You must not give entire credit to the jour-
nalists, any more than to the diplomatists. The
simple, white light of truth is too insignificant for
any of them, and must be parted into the coloured
rays by refraction through their prism. But in-
stead of playing on this many-coloured finger-
board, each of them chooses one colour, and de-
spises and depreciates all the rest. Daily prac-
tice, of course, gives readiness and dexterity,
and it would be impossible 1 Germany to make
such infinite variations upon onec subject as
in ¥France and England. Whether we lose
much by this is another question. The poli-
tical declamations of the newspapers certainly
excite passions and dissensions, or make them
more manifest. On the other hand, the stimu-
lant 1s again a sedative. The gunpowder, which
in a confined space possesses immense power, and
conceals in 1tself the greatest dangers, explodes
innocuously when it can freely expand in all diree-
tions. Macchiavelll would probably recommend
the writing of newspapers: per sfogar gli wmort.

When you in Germany hear a noise, you fancy
that every mewspaper is charged with balls and
grape shot, and that some must fall in the
combat every day. But here the persons who
arc attacked, as well as those who are praised,
pass unconcerned by the mouth of the gun
pointed at them, and do not even look round.

Of the German newspapers, the < Allgemeine
Zeitung’ alone has a distinet, I would say a Ger-
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duty vanishes, however, in a great measure, when
we consider that 1t includes the postage, and that
the newspapers are sent through the whole king-
dom, frec from any further charge.

To me it appears indubitable, that, in the situa-
tion of England, the mischief which is caused by
printed papers can be counteracted and cured
only by means of the press.  In this respect, as I
have already mentioned, the Society for the Pro-
motion of Useful Knowledge acts with a power
far excecding that of all bad obscure writers. In
proportion as more is read more will be thought.
If good and moral notions arc inspired into the
mass of the people, an immense advantage results,
—~an Increase in the power and influence of the
mind. Wholly to reject this means, instead of
purifying it, would be encouraging ignorance.
He who does not know how to carry on war with
these intellectual arms must learn, but cannot
prevent the use and eftect of them by prolhibitory
measures. But this leads me into regions where
general positions do not avail, because every na-
tion has its own place in the scale of civilization,
and requires a peculiar mode of education.

The stamps issued for the London journals
show the number of the papers.

For 1825 . . . 16,910,000

1828 . . . 17,735,000
1830 . . . 19,763,000
1831 . . . 22,048,000

1832 . . . 21,432,000

The number increases on the whole, but not
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Of the country papers the greatest amount of
stamp duty is paid by the

L.
Edinburgh Advertiser . . . . 1,052
Edinburgh Courant ... 1,923

Birmingham Journat oo LE9
Liverpool Advertiser . . . . 1,730
Manchester Guardian . . . . 1,671

Great as the number of British journals ap-
pears, it is far cxceeded by those of North
America; for the former arc estimated at only
34,000,000, and the latter at 60,000,000. The
number of advertisements in the journals of New
York is said to have amounted in one year to
1,456,000, and in all England to only 1,020,000.
Doubtful, and even mmaccurate, as these calcula-
tions may be, it cannot be denied that the stamp-
duty and the high price certainly diminish the
number of journals, of advertiscments, and of
rcaders.  In America, for instance, a-paper costs
4d. or 5d. less than in England. There were
published in that country, in 1775, 37 journals;
m 1810, 358; 1n 1828, 802.

In Bengal there were published, in 1814, 1 jour-
nal ; in 1830, 33 ;—n Calcutta, 1814, none; now
8 journals.

I leave it to you to make your own commentary
on all this, and add only one comparison. A
people that possesses no journals is destitute of
the small coin necessary for intellectual traffic; it
1s restricted and hindered in the smallest fransac-
tions. On the other hand, a people whose litera-
ture and reading 1is confined to daily papers and

D3
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journals, oris supplanted by them, fancies itself
rich in the possession of this infinite number of
pence and farthings; but gold and silver have
gradually disappeared, and the faculty of recover-
ing them 1s lost. The labour of serious thought
and solid writing is disdained in this hterary mill,
He who can conceive three ideas, and put them to
paper, passes for an author; he who offers the
readers more, or expects more from them, is con-
sidered as a pedant, and deficient in that versatile
dexterity which the age requires, and exclusively
commends. Heaven grant that we Germans may
not also forget how to think and read from the
influence of this legerdemain !

The taxes on newspapers are connected with
those on literature in general. They were, and,
notwithstanding some reductions, are still, much
too high. Thus the expense of 500 copies of a
volume of 500 pages, is—

£ s
Printing and Corrections 88 8 £. s
Paper . . . . . . 38 0 DutyS 12
Boarding . . . . . 10 0 3 3
Advertisements . . . 30 O 9 0

Total . £166 8 £20 15

Eleven copies must be delivered to libraries
which, for the most part, arc not open to the pub-
lic; and a third and most unreasonable impost 1s
the previous payment of the full amount of the
taxes, though the edition is frequently not sold,
but thrown aside as useless. One of the strangest
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regulations is that mmposing a duty on the im-
portation of books. Books printed before the
year 1801 are liable to a duty of Li. per cwt., and
if printed since 1801 to a duty of l. per cwt., an
excessive and most absurd tax on all modern lite-
rature. How much more liberal 1s the Prussian
government, which imposes a duty of only Ls. 64.
per cwt. !

London, Y4th July.

I, writes me that G. E. wishes for some -
formation respecting the sale of wives in Eng-
land. B. P., one of the most eminent Xnglish
judges, with whom I was dining yesterday, gave
me the following facts. In some parts of Eng-
land an opinion prevails among the lower classes
that such a sale is lawful, if 1t 1s made with the
mutual consent of husband and wife. The laws
have never sanctioned or recognised it; and it
has no cffect whatever in reference to a dissolu-
tion of the wairiage, a second marriage, heirs,
&c.  When such a case is brought before a court
of justice, the partics are generally sentenced to
two months’ imprisonment.

The Ecclesiastical Court has the right to sepa-
rate from bed and board on account of adultery,
and for no other reascn ; but it can never permit
either one or both parties to contract a sccond
marriage. A full divorce (a vinculo matrimonii),
and including a permission for a second marriage,
can be granted by Parliament only, but on the
above ground. As the proofs, however, are sel-
dom considered sufficient, and the costs arc al-
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more beautiful person,——all these exciting, or insi-
nuating evils of the domestic relations are ob-
viated, or at least find an antidote, in the peculiar
habit of thinking induced by this law.  All mar-
riages do not, on this account, become happy;
but I affirm, that the English prohibition of di-
vorce tends more towards the attainment of this
object, than the too great facility of obtaiming a
divorce 1n other countries. Much, again, depends
on the national character, and the very same law
would have a very different effect in Italy and in
England. If the family is, and 1s to remain, the
basis of all larger human connexions, it secms to
me, according to all I see and hear, to be here so
firmn and so sound, that it will long continue to
bear and support the stupendous edifice which 1s
reared upon it.
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imperfect knowledge of the langunage allowed me
to express but half a thought, or any feeling, I
found them ready to comprehend and meet i,
and that in such a lively, cheerful, natural man-
ner, that I cannot conceive any intercourse more
agreeable; not a trace of stiffness, affected dig-
nity, or insipid coquetry; but the just, positive,
sound medium between two extremes.  The same
may be said of their dress. Itis, on the whole,
more simple than the German and French ; nay,
there appears, perhaps, now and then, a certain
indifference to the petty arts of the toilet: on the
other hand, it is very seldom that you sce them
dressed up and bedizened. You say, perhaps,
that I am partial; with them I am, at least, very
disinterestedly so; that is to say, I find the Eng-
lish ladies amiable, though none of them has re-
turned, or could return, the compliment to an old
devourer of manuscripts (Abel Remusat called me
Bibliophage) like myself.

I could say much more of the English women;
but it is very difficult to go into the minutiee of
character, if we cannot produce living specimens
of this higher or highest botany. I must there-
fore, at least for the present, break off, to take
to my notes, and communicate to you what first
comes to hand.

I find one of them entitled English Literature.
It contains, however, but few remarks; for we
have so frequently discussed this subject, that
little remains to be added, and we have only to
mquire what the English themselves think about it.
The thread of life of their greatest pocts has been
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. Thursday, 16th July.

I have undoubtedly been right in confimng my
historical rescarches to certain subjects and eras,
and not wasting my time by indiscriminate reading.
Out of curiosity I took up at the Museum some
MBSS., among them Nicholas Xstrange’s ¢ Col-
lection of Jests.” 'The greater part are of the
time of Charles II., but so destitute of wit, so
obscene, and disgusting, that I cannot give you
a specimen.

Compared with the time of Charles 1., immo-
rality, cursing, swearing, &c., have very greatly
decreased. 'The latter vice was, for a long time,
so far promoted by the legislature, as it imposed
an immense multitude of oaths, and in part on
persons who could often know mothing of what
they were required to swear to. Thus, in the
course of one year, 101,596 oaths were admi-
nistered at the Custom House, and 194,612 at
the Excise. DBy a law which was passed in July,
1831, very many of thesc oaths have been abo-
lished *.

In No. CVIL of the ¢ Quarterly Review,” the
translation of my ¢ Historical Letters’ is reviewed
with much talent, especially the question relative
to Don Carlos. The ¢ Letters from Paris in 1830°
are also favourably noticed by the reviewer.
When, however, he says, the author did not court
society, and professes to have seen and become
acquainted only with what strikes the eye of every
observer in the streets, taverns, and theatre, 1
must take the liberty of contradicting it. I, in

* Hansard, i, 1282 5 iv, 1310,
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fact, sought and visited socictics of various de-
scriptions, only I have avoided specifying any
person, and thereby giving offence,~—otherwise
the eritic would have discovered among them
wealthy merchants and distinguished literati, old
and new peers, members of the Chamber of De-
putics, the most celebrated diplomatists, and
three of the present ministers of Louis Philippe.
In another periodical it is said, « the transla-
tion of Raumer’s ¢ Letters’ is the newest literary
production of Lord Egerton Gower, and we beg
to offer him our best thanks for it. But should
we ever be so fortunate as to i)ossess the third
part of his income, we would bear it very patiently
if the whole world brayed at our happiest efforts.”
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LETTER LV.

John Sebastian Bach and Handel-—~The Parks in London—Gran-
deur and Wealth of England~~Advantages of Germany—
Value of the Past and the Present-—Immortality of Nations—
Rich and Poor—St. Simon—Democracy of Christianity.

Saturday, 16th July.

I was obliged to put off to another day two very
kind invitations, one from the Scotch historian,
My. 1. (Tytler?), in order to dine once more
with Mr. M., sen., before his departure with his
family for the Continent. IHvery conversation
with the father or son, who are both well-informed
men, 1s interesting and instructive.

Mr. T, like myself, studies at the State Paper
Office, but we are the only persons who labour in
good carnest. I'ar from envying each other, we
mutually communicate such discoveries as may
aid us in our rescarches. This always should be,
though it scldom is the case.

After dinner I went to Mr. 8., whose wife and
daughter are desivous of penetrating the ancient
chapels and sacred halls of John Sebastian Bach,
and they will do so, as they have sufficient talent,
if their patience does not forsake them in the first
few weeks., Of the two fundamental pillars of
German musical art the French and the Italians
know necither, and the English only one,—that 1s
Handel.  When they shall cqually apprecate
the sccond giant—the Michacl Angelo of his age
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period of life when we almost begin to forget;
and not because any particular wisdom is instilled
into us by any single individual, but by the
totality of the daily impressions which arise from
the manifold culture of the country, and its inha-
bitants, and from its wealth.

We sometimes deride riches, partly because
the grapes hang too high; but I cannot esteem,
as rich men, those who are accounted such in our
country. When a man in full health goes to a
watering-place, or a lady buys new furniture
though the old would have lasted her life,—we
say, indeed, these are people of fortune, they live
like persons of fortune. Surely the man who
fixes his heart on such a mammon as this obeys
but a senseless demon. Wealth is power, bodily
as well as intellectual, and as the sinful use of
this power is condemnable, so is its right appli-
cation praiseworthy and beneficial. Much, there-
fore, depends on the way in which this wealth was
acquired, and what use is made of it. Ifit is the
gift merely of chance, or of the lottery, it gene-
rally vanishes with the same rapidity with which
it came. It is in that case no proof, no result, of
real power.

Of all the prizes on earth, England has drawn
the greatest, as Shakspeare long since felt and
described with bold enthusiasm and warm attach-
ment. Yet the inhabitants of this happy island,
(nimium fortunati sua si bona norint) would be
culpable, if instead of gratefully thanking heaven
for their uninterrupted peace, thus were to forget
the desolation which the useless, barbarous wars
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who does not understand the ages of Henry V.,
the time of Queen Elizabeth, the early periods
of British history, as well on the dark as on the
light sides, will likewise be incapable of judging
correctly of the present. What absurd things,
for example, are declaimed about the dark ages
by certain literary fungi, who complacently view
themselves in thelight of yesterday! Are the old
and wonderful cathedrals of ngland less mani-
fest proofs of cnergy of mind, and hand, ‘than
iron rail-roads? Who takes the lead, the archi-
tect of Westminster Abbey or of Buckingham
Palace? Who had a more comprehensive idea
of the church,~—Thomas a Becket, or a modern
professor of theology, who would edify himself in
a chair with thirty-nine sides or angles? Where
is greater Christian heroism and chivalry,—in
Richard the YTion Heart and his valiant com-
peers; or in those who imagine the existence of
England to be dependent on the existence of the
Turkish Sultan? Where shall we find greater
clearness, euphony, hght, and harmony,—in Shak-
speare’s < Midsummer Night's Dream,” and his
< As you like it; orin Byron’s <Don Juan’?—
Therefore, honour your ancestors, that your pos-
terity may do justice to you.

Every race has its own labour, its own task, its
own standard. Happy is he whom Heaven so
favours that he conceives different ages ; thinks,
lives, and feels in them. Phidias and Raffaelle,
Sophocles and Shakspeare, Herodotus and Hume
are near to his understanding and his heart. But
one and the same age cannot produce things so

E 2
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mind, is the dignity and the humility of genuine
democracy. On this text I shall perhaps preach
some other time.

The revolutionist respects no property. His
object is (after he has sclected the best portion
for himself) to throw all the rest into the street
for universal pillage. It is the object of the true
statesman, on the contrary, not only to secure
property, but to give property to every one. The
greater the number of independent proprietors i
a state, the more solid and durable 1s its situa-
tion. The smaller the number, the greater is its

danger.
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system of centralization, but probably put an end
to all obedience, and render a general govern-
ment impossible.  So much depends on national
character and local circumstances. The English,
‘who incomparably approximate more closely to
the Geerman character than the French, may in-
troduce similar municipal laws, without incurring
such a danger; or the necessary crisis, the un-
avoidable transition to new forms, will lead to a
salutary equilibriuma much more speedily than
timid persons 1magine.

At the house of My, P————, I engaged with
My, ——— in a lively, I would almost say Ger-
man, conversation, on money, labour, measure of
value, and such matters. I am convinced that
every attempt to discover, by abstract reasoning,
anything positive, permancnt, and universal on
these subjects must faill. Money is at the same
time a measure and measured, quantity and
quality, rising and falling. Labour, that is to
say, the application of bodily and intellectual
power, 1s considered, and laid down by a more
modern school,as the more permanent, unchange-
able standard. But I cannot discover thesc
qualitics m fact. If a Polish peasant makes
twenty thousand steps m a day, following his
plough, and an English peasant does the same,
the labour, in this abstract, arithmetical estimate,
is equal ; in like manmner, when the best and the
worst author write in a given time an equal num-
ber of words, two painters make an equal number
of strokes, two musicians play the same number of
notes, &c. But do I know anything of the per-
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every moment of a given time? In the propor-
tion, and with the rapidity with which the mass of
provisions increases or decreases, in productive or
unproductive years, the quantities of money by
no means change. But should it be objected,
that this 1s not the pomt in question, but the
constantly equal nourishing power of wheat, &e.,
I observe, that, in cheap and abundant years, far
more provisions are consumed than in dear and
unfruitful seasons; and therefore no nccessary
and constantly equal demand can be assumed.
But let us for once set aside all these objec-
tions as wholly unmimportant. I.et us assume, that
every man consumes at all times a certain quan-
tity of wheat,—what have I gained by it? Dol
therefore know that every man may easily obtain
this quantity,—or what value, as an article of sale,
or barter, or production, it has? Does not one
article vanish among a thousand others which
man requires { Avre there not innumerable points
of more importance than an inquiry into the
nutritive power of wheat?  Can I determine by
it all other revenues and disbursements, reduce
the value of all exertions to that of wheat, and
comprise the manifold efforts of agriculture, com-
merce, and manufactures 1n one formula, or satis-
factorily illustrate and explain it from so abstract
a point of view? By no means. On the contrary,
the errors which have arisen from these theories
have led practically to great sufferings and evil
consequences. How many landowners, how many
farmers, have been ruined, because in England the
revenuc of estates was mostly calculated in wheat,
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many ancient venerable institutions for this pur-
posc as England; and yet, with proportionably
the amplest means, the least is effected. The
-entire independence of all the institutions for
education has often led to the greatest and most
self-interested abuses : it would be quite absurd
to govern directly, on the part of the state, every
individual as such, and yet entircly to withdraw
its influence from the greater organs, the cor-
porations, schools, universities, &e.  The highest
praise is undoubtedly due to the Prussian depart-
ment of eocelesiastical affairs for what 1t has done,
in conformity with the king's commands, and with
‘the aid of his munificent grants for schools and
universitics. It is not by physical strength, but
by intcllectual encrgy alone, that Prussia can
assume and maintain the character of a great
European power. IHe who confounds this mental
encrgy with licentiousness is a fool; he who,
misunderstanding its spirit, would fetter it in
arbitrary bonds deserves himself bonds and im-
prisonment.

From Cousin’s work, translated by Mrs. Awustin,
the Prussian school system has been made more
known in England, but yet not sufficiently ; other-
wise (to say nothing of others) so distinguished
a man as Lord Brougham could scarcely have
entertained such strange fantastic notions re-
specting it.  The mnotion, that the interference of
the government lessens and checks that of indivi-
duals 1s false; as England itself has proved, since
grants of money have been made by parliament
for the improvement of schools. But what a
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In Prussia, then, 1t would seem, the wickedness
and impiety of every attempt to improve civil -
stitutions is systematically enforced ! In Prussia,
which, without any boasting of journals and news-
papers, silently effected the greatest reforms, and
rose from a state of abject degradation, like a
phecnix from it ashes,—the aversion and oppo-
sition between citizens and soldiers is abolished ;
the system of the defence of the country is easy,
yet general and powerful ; the regulations of com-
merce and of duties of custom, freer than in any
other part of Europe; the peasants are converted
into landowners ; a municipal system introduced
twenty-seven years ago, which England is now
copying ; and schools and universities placed on so
firm a basis, that the calumnies of Lord Brougham
can only recoil on his own head.

From the descriptions of what is called the
Prussian compulsory system, one would be in-
clined to believe that the children were coupled
together like hounds, and driven every morning
with blows to be trained! Should a parent be so
wicked as not to give his children any education,
and purposely keep them from school and church,
the law justly gives the magistrates a right of
guardianship. "This remote threat may have had
a salutary effect in individual cases; but I have
never heard of the actual application of out-
ward compulsion—obtorfo collo. Morality, sense
of honour, general custom, conviction of the great
advantage of a careful education, suffice, among
us, to excite all parents wvolunlarily to send their
children to school. In perfect accordance with
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already stated, in another place, why the humane
law for factory children has in part remained a
dead letter. Perhaps it would be possible to
accomplish on Sundays what cannot be effected
during the week. Mr. Braidley wishes for some
compulsory means, and considers them to be
practicable.  Whether he i1s right or wrong 1
cannot decide; but it seems to be absurd to fear
that every interference of the magistrate and the
law must lead to the despotism of the ministers.
They would not be able, by means of spelling,
addition, multiplication, &c., to introduce a new
system, reducing Great Britain to slavery. Those
who relate frightful stories of these hobgoblins,
do not, however, themselves believe them.
Undoubtedly much more might be done for
education by means of the richly-endowed schools,
if they were kept in activity by moderate super-
intendence, and adapted to the wants of the age.
All these defects of the public establishments of
-education give birth to a multitude of private
boardmg-schools. These are, of course, still less
subject to any inspection or control; keeping
school 1s considered a free trade, which flourishes
or goes to ruin according to the qualifications of
the master. But arguments might surely be
alleged to show why the schools should be con-
sidered in a different light from the workshop of
a shocmaker or talor, and why the proof of a
certain ability or gqnahification is here much more
necessary than in other cases. Fiat experimentum,
say they, ¢ corpore vilt ; but here the experiments
are often made on precious bodies and souls, that

F2
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errata in the immortal works of those great
masters. He who  admires only Greece and
Rome, or only the middle ages, or modern times,
is but half qualified for the education of youth,
for understanding public affairs, and for manag-
ing the affairs of life. We cannot be either
Indians or Egyptians, either Greeks or Romans :
the study of their works is by no means designed
to place us in a false position with respect to
the claims and the objects of our own times.
Herodotus was the more of a Greek because he
was acquainted with Egypt; the Romans ac-
quired from the Grecks a clearer view of their
own naturc and destination; Dante, led by
Virgil, remained a Ghibelline of the thirteenth
century ; Petrarch returned to Italy from Adrica
and the Scipios (Italia mia, benche il parlare sia
indarno !} ; Camoens, in India, celebrated the
triumphs of his native land; and in proportion
as the spirit of Demosthenes mspired him, Burke
felt and understood his duty as a Briton.

The school is not instituted to impose a nar-
row-minded patriotism, but still less to inspire a
superficial cosmopolitism, which busies itself with
everything in the world, rather than with its
own undervalued home, or with the nature, the
history, and the institutions of its own country.
Had Lord Brougham known anything of the
nature and internal regulations of our schools,
he would rather have taken the opportunity of
giving a friendly warning on this head, instead of
a rude reproof. .

From the facts which have been stated or
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I831 should in thewr report find many things
deserving of blame. But when they say it is
doubtful whether it is necessary to teach history
mn the universities, their own revisal may itself
need correction, and Lord Brougham’s attack
might be properly diverted from the governments
of the continent, aud the proper place be pomted
out to him for his vehement complaints of the
want of instruction in history.

The fee for a course of lectures rises from two
guincas to four guineas, and the income of the
professors 1s from 1137, to 2213/, That this last
highest income is the lot of the Professor of Che-
mistry, while a Professor of History is declared to
be superfluous, 1s a characteristic sign of the
times. On the whole, the lists of lectures in the
Scotch universities are far less ample and various
than those of Germany; and, on the other hand,
many complaints made there are also applicable
to us: for instance, that the effect of all the in-
struction 1n the university is not so great as it
ought to be; that the students ave indifferent to
certain branches of science; that the certificates
of the attendance on lectures gemerally prove
nothing; that degrees are too precipitately con-
ferred, &ec.

The partiality, nay the cruelty, of the ruling
English Protestants to the conquered Catholic
Irish 1s manifested, as in cverything clse, in
what relates to education. By alaw of William
III., Protestant education alone was tolerated; a
Catholic who kept a school was liable to a fine of
200 or three months’ imprisonment. “Lhus all
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There belong to the Bstablished Church 852,000
members, about 10 per cent. of the population;
Presbyterians, 642,000, about 8 per cent.; other
Dissenters, 21,000; Roman Catholics, 6,427,000,
about 80 per cent. of the population.

The Established Church has 196 places for
religious meetings and 1338 churches; the Pres-
byterians, 452 churches; other Dissenters, 403 ;
the Roman Catholics, 2105,

In 539 places there is no parsonage-house; in
839 places there is no resident clergyman ; and
157 places have no divine worship at all.

There appertain to the Tstablished Church—

Livings, Number of the Congregation,
41 with Not any.
99 . I to 20
124 . 20 .. 50
160 . 50 .. 100
224 . 100 .. 200

286 . 200 .. 500

209 . 300 .. 1080

139 . 10060 .. 2000

91 g 2000 .. 5000

12 . above 5000
There is matter enough in these few figures for
istructive observation and salutary resolves ; and
there have been long debates in Parliament, for
many days and nights, on this subject. I confess
(and why should 1 deny 1t?) that it gives me but
little pleasure; I miss the clevated style of gene-
rous bold sincerity, and often find, or feel incom-
pleteness, sccondary views, and subordinate ob-
jects. Some things, though imsignificant, are
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opposition, on the other hand, deny that there is
any surplus, in order to prevent strict investiga-
tion. But, 1if it is so certain that there is no sur-
plus, why do they contend against investigation?
—why do they at once represent it as useless?
They ought rather to require and encourage it,
in order to make their victory the more secure.
Instead, however, of entering into the main ques-
tions, they find fault with some figures, and
prove, what is a matter of course, that there are
many mistakes. But what is a surplus, and what
1s necessary ? If a bishop receives annually 10004.
or 14,000. ; if a parish priest receives 20l or
2001, ; according as I assume, arbitrarily, the one
or the other statement, I come to very different
conclusions. Surely many things must be defec-
tive, when some clergymen receive enormous
incomes, while others starve; when 535 places
have no parsonage-houses; when 339 places have
no resident clergymen; when many rectors have
no congregations, and congregations no pastor.
The ministry is entirely in the right path when
it desires to remedy these crying abuses, what-
ever objections may be made to some of its pro-
posals; but the ministry does not venture to tell
the whole truth. It pertinaciously maintains the
existence of a surplus, because 1t will not propose
any other source of revenue, or point out any
other means of support. Now,it must be granted
that the supposed surplus may be greatly reduced,
nay, perhaps wholly absorbed, by a more equal
distribution among the Protestant clergy. But
shall nothing more be done? Shall no regard be
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LETTER LVIIL

Post-office Regulations — Jews—DMoney— Bank of HEngland—
Hampton Court—Raphael’'s Cartoons—Auncient and Modern
Art—The Deautifal and the Disagreeable—Religion and the
Fine Arts—British Museum—Greek Seulptures—Their Per-
fect Harmony— Italian Opera—Mrs. Austin—Departure from
London.

London, 261k July, 1835.

Tuar most zealous advocate of the olden time
must acknowledge the improvement of Great
Britain, when he is going (as I am now) to travel
through the country. Two or three centuries
ago, it would have taken forty weeks to wvisit the
places which I shall sce in forty days; in which I
do not include the time I may stay at any place,
but merely the slowness or rapidity of travelling,
and of the means of reaching certain places in a
short time; and 1n an agreeable manner.

The first attempt to establish a post for letters
was made in the reign of Charles I, in the year
1635, but it failed, on account of the civil wars.
There has been a post-office since 1657, though
the first yude beginning gave no presage of the
extent which it was one day to acquire; for the
number of letters now sent every week from Lon-

_don is estimated at 40,000.
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The postage of a single letter is—

~ s. .

For 15 Enghsh miles 0 4
30 g 0 5

300 . 1 0
600 . 1 3

The mecrease of the rate 1s, therctore, smaller
in proportion, for long than for short distances,
not to deter people entirely from writing, or at
least not to make it too expensive. The postage
on a letter from London to. Prussia is s. Sd.

The gross receipts of the post-offices in 1832
were-—

London . . . .£628,000
Birmingham . . . 28,000
Brstol . . . . . 33,000
Liverpool . . . . 750,000
Manchester . . .. 52,000

Sheffield . . . . 11,000
Edinburgh . . . 42,000

Glasgow . . . . 35,000
Dublin . . . . 101,000
Leeds . . . . . 20,000

The roads have improved at the same time as
the post-office regulations, especially since certain
sums have been levied for this object. To pro-
mote the making of roads in many parts of Scot-
land, the government granted half the expense,
as soon as the landowners engaged to defray the
other half, which has been of the greatest advan-
tage to the cultivation of the country.
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London, 26th July, 1835.

I was interrupted yesterday, and could not re-
turn to my usual course. At length, however, the
mterruption was very agrecable, and I had a long
discusston with Mr. — about the state of the
Jews in England. He was very glad that a Jew
had lately been clected an alderman of the ecity of
London, which was the first instance of the kind.
I believe that the indelible character of the Jews,
which has been as often a subject of praise as of
blame, will vanish sooner than is believed, when
the legal and civil regulations, which draw so
strict a line, shall be abolished. England might,
in this respect, advance more rapidly than other
countries, for two important reasons : first, because
the number of Jews here is, in proportion, much
smaller than in most of the continental states;
secondly, because the immigration by sea is at-
tended with great difficulties; whereas, for in-
stance, the immigration of Russian and Polish
Jews into the Prussian states is but too casy. On
the 17th April, 1833, Mr. Grant brought forward
a motion in the House of Commons to emancipate
the Jews, or to place them nearly on the same
footing as the Catholics; and on the 23rd July
his proposals were adopted, in their essential
parts, by a majority of one hundred and eighty-
nine to fifty-two. But the House of Lords re-
jected the bill by a majority of one hundred and
four to fifty-four. Among other speakers, the
Archbishop of Canterbury said, that he readily
acknowledged all the good qualities of the Jews,
but he thought it impossible to admit persons to
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less importance than the rapidity of its circula-
tion, and the art of settling affairs without money,
namely, by counter accounts. The whole year
would not suffice to reckon up in shillings the reci-
procal claims which are established or effaced on
the London Exchange by a few strokes of the pen.

The notion that metal 1s a thing of special, in-
finitely greater value than all other things in the
world ; that it 1s the object of legislation to pro-
cure an abundance of it, by what is called an ad-
vantageous balance of trade,—this notion has
been sufficiently refuted in theory; and science,
resting on this point of Archimedes, will, it may
be hoped, succeed in dethronming the practically
absurd prohibitive system. The measure (yards
or ells, much or little money) is easily to be found
as soon as there 1s much to be measured. Coin
is only the expression of the agreement, not the
payment itself ; on the contrary, the objects of
value are in the background, and must far, far
exceed the quantity of the metal, in order to
produce real activity in trade and commerce. In
the long run, it is the same whether we measure
by the yard or the ell; and in the rising or falling
of the precious metals, those classes are the prin-
cipal gainers or losers for whom the metals are
not so much the measure as the object of their
traffic. He who has no money, and no other
articies, is always very badly off; he who pos-
sesses both finds a compensation in the double
change of the value of measure and the thing
measured ; he who possesses only one of the two
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15 answerable with his whole property; whercas
the English law leaves a possibility to withhold
the greater part of it from the creditors.

Up to the year 1759, there were no bank-notes
in England of a less value than 200 ; in 1793
the first Dl notes, and in 1797 the first 24 notes
were issued.  Since 1821 none have been issued
under 5 ; while in Scotland they are as low as
21, The Bank of England allows no interest for
deposits @ the Bank of Scotland, from 2 to 23 per
~cent.  The savings-banks pay, for the most part,
from 3 to 4 per cent., and limit the sum to be
deposited in one year, by one person, to 300 ; and
the whole capital to be deposited by one person
to Le 150{. These rules are, if not injurious, yet
undoubtedly casy to be evaded, if 1t should appear
advantageous to invest large sums in this manner.
If you are curious to know why the Scotch bank-
ing system is declared by competent judges to be
better than the English, you may read thewr
works. I have already ventured to speak too
long of these things.

London, 27th July, 1835,
Ox one of the finest days of July, I accompanied
my friend Mr. Waagen to IHampton Court; the
road to which lay through a cheerful, hghly-cul-
tivated country, ealivened with a gay variety of
houses, villas, meadows, treces and flowers. The
palace, though mnot poetic and fantastic like
- Windsor, 1s, both in its internal and external ap-
pearance, more striking than Buckingham House.
In the famous Cartoons of Raphael, this palace
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see what God performed in each day of the week,
and how all moves and expands, how all that is
created labours in its contracted sphere of life, till
it again falls a prey to death; when I so consider
the creation in its manifold changes, I would call
all this the content of the working days; but on'the
day when God, as the scripture says, rested, some
single points of light seem to me to detach them-
selves from the eternal unbounded fountain of his
spirit, in order, in contradistinction to that gigantic
reality, to manifest with still greater, overwhelm-
ing omnipotence the doctrine of mind.

Homer, Sophocles, Plato, Raphacl, Michael
Angelo, and Cervantes, these are the “ Sunday
children of God*.” Perhaps the great martyrs of
the church, of the state, and of science, who en-
deavoured to reconcile reality and spirituality, set
themselves the greater, the more difficult problem ;
but as God alone is able fully to solve if, as its
bearing is twofold, as its light comes from two
sides, these men are always judged and understood
differently, extolled or blamed: thus Aristotle, De-
mosthenes, Alexander the Great, Gregory VIL,
Luther, and similar minds. Those Sunday children
had only a Sunday life; on the shoulders of the
latter, too, rests the burden of carthly days of work.
It is chiefly for the other milhions of creatures of

* ‘The Germans give the name of Sunday child (Sontags Aind)
to one born on a Sunday, and particularly on one of those which
they call ¢ golden Sundays,” i.e., the quatember days. Such a
child, in the opinion of the superstitious,is able to discern spirits,
and is destined fo be peculiarly happy. Even with this explana-
tion, the passage seems obscure.~ Translator’s note.
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trast to the tragic, and in this respect the Flemish
painters stand so high; but I cannot be per-
suaded that, in the domain of art, what is abso-
lutely ugly is necessary, as a contrast to beauty,
or indispensable to make it fully perceptible.
Hence I dislike all martyrdoms (that is, the re-
presentation of bodily sufferings) ; but few cruci-
fixions appear to me tolerable, and even the
cripples, beggars and demoniacs mn the pictures of
Raphael, the most amiable of all painters, are for
the most part offensive to me. I am obliged to
call in the aid of my understanding to calm my
mmmediate feeling, and it is a question whether
the understanding should here act as the director
of the feelings, or whether the feelings are not
better qualified to lighten the abstract under-
standing, and bring it back, from the devious
path of mere reflection, to simple beauty.

Once only in the history of the world, a whole
people, as it seems, knew, recognised, and felt
what beauty is—called it forth by some magic
power, in every form, and separated it from all
heterogeneous and incongruous parts. In other
periods, which were favourable to art, only some
gifted minds penetrated into the realms of
beauty, while the majority beheld their labours
more with astonishment, than as being themselves
initiated ; nay, those masters themselves did not
rule in perfect liberty, but were fettered by the
demands of the ignorant, or by want of beauty in
the subjects which they treated.

The British Museum possesses, in the Attie
bas-reliefs, the works from Phigalia and {rom the
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Parthenon, and other masterpieces, a treasure
of the noblest productions of Greck sculptave,
which, in some respects, exceeds even the Vatican,
and is certainly not surpassed by any other col-
lection in the world. When I contemplate the
sepulchral monuments, the combats of the Cen-
taurs, Lapithee, Amazons, &c., where terror, pain,
and death constantly recur in the most various
forms, why does not the whole, or the several
parts, make the least unpleasant impression?
Why do the eye, the heart, and the head remain
in constant harmony? Because statuary had
risen to the same clevation which Aristotle recog-
nised in the Greek tragedy. In Sophocles the
most dreadful is softencd-—even the death of
(Fdipus at Colonnze is but a gentle departure,
and the grief of Hercules is cnnobled by his
divine nature. So ecvery Greek, every Amazon,
in victory as in decath, always remains dignified
and beautiful. The joy is never savage or bar-
barous; pain never distorted and brutish, and
even in death I recognise a consoling transition
to a happier state. Compared with these sublime
productions of Greek art, the Roman is not
mercly technically imperfect, but embued with a
rudeness of feeling which it is impossible to mis-
take; and the gréat German and Italian school of
the fiftcenth and sixteenth centuries appears, it is
true, internally impelled by Christianity towards
the noblest goal of humanity and of art, but it
has, I should say, unsuitably introduced the doe-
trine of clection even into these regions. To
the beautiful forms pardoned by God, are opposed
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the ugly bodies of the non-elect ; to the healthy,
the sick; to the blessed, the dammed. In theo-
logy, in philosophy, in history, this dark side of
existence may be employed at pleasure, but when
it appears in art I feel hurt and uncomfortable.

This caput mortuum may be wholly separated;
it should evaporate and become invisible: not till
this is accomplished can we place Christian art
above Greek art, as the Christian religion above
the Greek recligion. A great confusion of ideas
still prevails, in considering and judging of these
things. How often have modern works of art
been praised in reference to the doctrine, and
ancient works reprobated for similar reasons.
But the demoniac is not a suitable subject for
art, merely because he is mentioned in the Bible;
or a Venus a subject to be rejected, because the
worship of the goddess has ceased.

Musie, without discord, is unmeaning and
tedious, and painting and sculpture likewise need
such discords. But cvery musical discord is ne-
cessarily resolved, according to the rules of art;
while painters and sculptors often leave their dis-
sonances unresolved, and eternized in stone. In
every discord I feel its transition into euphony;
it is but a motion, a creation of harmony; but
no musician would ever think of affirming, that
to sing out of tune is ever permitted, much less
that it is necessary in his art. The combats of the
Centaurs and Lapithe display a chain of discords,
which originate, advance, and develop them-
selves—one could set them to music without
violating the rules and cuphony of the science.
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them. The Panorama of London in the latter is
excellent; yet Satan would scarcely have chosen
this spot, and this view over countless roofs, had
he desired to divert us from heaven by the beauty
of earth. Mount Rigi, and the convent of the
Camaldulensians at Naples-—these are the most
glorious spots in the world, but where Satan can-
not reign, because the indescribable beauty and
sublimity of the scenc are intimately connected
with the sacred and divine.

The Tower, that great scaffold of bygone ages,
how mild and humane does it appear! Its for-
mer laws, engraven with the sword, now very
politely inform the stranger, that there is no de-
sign of taking his life, but merely his shillings.

London, 29tk July, 1835,

I am so occupied with my departure, which is
fixed for the day after to-morrow, that I can
scarcely colleet my thoughts to write anything
down.

Mr. P-——t—r has most obligingly given me all
the necessary information for my journey, and
my packet of letters of introduction which I have
received from various parties has grown so large,
that I shall scarcely be able to deliver and profit
by all during my short trip.

I called yesterday on Mrs. Austin. I may
congratulate myself that she has consented to
translate my letters on England. For my own
sake, I requested her to alter and omit whatever
she might think necessary in my letters. Many
things in my book will appear dry to her, yet I

G 3
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have the vanity to hope that I shall sometimes
coincide with her in thoughts and feeclings.
Should I be deceived in this, she may either
leave out this expression, or correct me in an
explanatory note.

London, 29¢h July, 1835.

I start to-morrow morning at half-past six, and
shall reach Nottingham in thirtcen hours. For
this journey of one hundred and twenty-four
miles I am to pay eighteen shillings, and in-
cluding fees, I suppose, about twenty-one shil-
lings. The outside fare, therefore, is cheaper, and
the inside dearer, than in Germany; but at all
events, travelling is here much more rapid.
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LETTER LIX.

Eulogium on Englishmen—Stage-Coach—Journey to Notting-
ham—Character of the Scenery—-The Mob in Nottingham—
Attempt on Louis-Philip—Character of the French—Their
Legislation — Wakefield—Cotton Factory—Sheffield—Leeds
—Selby—TYork—Ripon.

Repon, Sunday, 2nd dvugust,

I cannor take it for granted, that in Haringsdorf,
a remote watering-place, you can already be pro-
vided, by Hiring’s exertions, with maps; though
the author of < Walladmor’ and of the <Castle of
Avalon’ ought, above all things, to hang up a map
of England in his new residence. I will therefore
conduct you, as well as I can, though by a very
roundabout way, to Ripon, in the western part
of the county of York.

The last few days in London were, of course, so
fully taken up with other matters, that study was
out of the question, and I had not even time to
pay the most necessary visits. As I have neither
leisure nor composure to enter into general obser-
vations on London, I will mention only one point,
in which T am personally concerned. While
many complain of the unsociableness of the Eng-
lish, T have the greatest reason to extol their
obligingness and readiness to do service. Much,
as I have already observed, depends on recom-
mendation, but certainly not all; for some per-
sons, to whomi I had no recommendation -what-
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derations, the exceptions which I promised to
allege, the rule of the universal kindness and
obligingness of the Tinglish remains untouched.
I will therefore, in the third example, state a com-
plaint, without attempting any justification. I
was desirous, above all things, of becoming ac-
quainted with L. Br—————, and with this view
obtained letters of introduetion from a celebrated
diplomatist, and from a man known and respected
in all parts of the world, and I know that the latter
had spoken of me in too favourable a manner;
but letters and whole batteries of calls and cards
had no effect whatever.

You exclaim—Where is the account of your
journcy? Mave I promised to give you one?
Besides, if I mention to you the towns through
which I passed, cannot you read in Spicker's
Travels a more complete account of everything
remarkable than I can possibly give you? I wll
therefore commence with some general observa-
tions, which, however, are derived from repeated
experience. 1 now proceed to the manner and
the inconveniences of the mode of travelling.

QOutside and inside, subject and object—these
great opposites are rendered more striking, and
are more felt by the English mode of travelling
with the stage, than by any other in Turope. It
seems that the outside is preferred, as is fitting
in a commercial country; nay, cven females do
not hesitate to ascend the ladder, and take their
seats on the outside, at the risk of very awkward
exposure. A connoisseur may perhaps think this
to be the most agrecable part of the mode of
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when you can lean or rest on the sharp edge of a-
trunk; but as soon as my back began to ac,he mn
consequence, I fancied myself again in the days of
my youth, and of the balb'uous Prussian post-
waggons, when I was also glad to find some trunk
to lean upon. Af a very small expense, and with
a very trifling increase of weight, all this might
be remedied, and will be remedied in England
one day. The new Prussian stage-coaches are
certainly preferable to those in England, while,
on the other hand, the rapidity boasted of in
Prussia is far inferior to that of the Lnglish
coaches. Horses and roads cannot be all at once
improved by an ordinance, but the delay at every:
stage is an abominable abuse among wus, and
ought to be remedied. Why do the English
take hardly two minutes to change horses, and
the Prussians at least five times as much? It is
only the ennui, hence arising, that drives the
travellers to have recourse to coffee, beer, brandy,
sausages, and such other palliatives. Ifin Eng-
land the greatest praise is due to the beautiful
borses, the elegant harness, the smooth roads, the
rapid progress; in Prussia, to the security of the
seat, which is taken and numbered, and to the
coaches; what, it may be asked, is the best in
France? Without all doubt the bill of fare. A
Frenchman, educated in the art of eating, would
surcly have been horrified, if nothing were set
before him for his dinner but roast mutton at the
top of the table, and boiled lamb at the bottom.
In France eating and drinking has become a re-

fined enjoyment, ennobled by art. Nay, they
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miles, five hundred, on both sides, are planted with
hedges, this is surely a proof of industry, capital,
and an attention to elegance and beauty, which
we do not always find united with them. We
often boast of our avenues, but, instead of these
long, tedious, uniform, prosaic, parallel lines, 1
here find the most manifold and charming diver-
sity. I wevercould have supposed it possible that
such simple elements as tree and bush could pro-
duce as much variety as a kaleidoscope. What I
see reminds me of some portions of the Goldenan
of Anhalt, of Lower Silesia, only that these highly-
cultivated plains arc infinitely more extensive in
England. The whole country has the appearance
of an agricultural garden ; and, though individual
farmers and land-owners may, from a variety of
causes, be 1n bad circumstances, yet the soil
proves a careful cultivation, and must bring them
large returns.

The Englishman of rank has a greater regard
to his comfort at his country-house than in Lon-
don ; a rout in town can scarcely be so congenial
to the mind, so comfortable, as the pleasures which
nature here offers. This two-fold kind of life in
town and country, united with the varied and pe-
culiar activity, must have a beneficial influence on
mind and body, and is altogether different from
the hankering after summer villas, with which
dull sort of poetry many among us endeavour to
banish their mental tedium.

Early the next morning I saw, at Nottingham,
the remains of the castle, finely situated on a
rock, which had been burnt down by the populace.
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forces itself upon me against my will.  Where
poets, who ought to purify and ennoble our
carthly existence, find their lnghest pleasure in
wallowing in the mire of everything that is base
and vile ; where the stage becomes the school for.
sin, must not such practice result, in the end,
from such a theory. And can religion have a
salutary effect, when the one party considers the
Jesuitical Monte Rouge as the only true Zion,
and the other makes Lalande a saint, because he
denied everything holy. Many (how could a
man doubt it) follow better paths, but their intel-
lectual electricity seems to be exhausted, and a
proces monstre will not suffice to subdue and kill
such adversaries. |

The ordinances of the ycar 1830 were certainly
injudicious, nay, unjust. But what has proceeded-
from the boundless joy, the arrogant self-confi-
dence, the extravagant hopes? Peace was pre-
served, but more from fear than from love of
peace, and more through the king of Prussia than
because a conviction of the mnecessary indepen-
dence of nations had taken root among the
French. May God make things better both in
the cast and the west! But in these precious five
years has one single, great, and salutary law
been passed? a measure truly relieving the suf-
ferings of the world, adopted or carried into effect
in France ?—No. The publicdebt and standing
army have been increased ; the taxes in no essen-
tial point diminished; the monopoly of the rich
maintained, from military service down to the ma-
nufacture of sugar; vain declamations about cos-
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centre of gravity in his heart ; if he is once thrown
down, he is a long time insensible, and scarcely
moves, while the French merrily dance around and
spring over him. But if the seven sleepers awake,
as in the year 1813, they know how to shake off
these foreign tumblers. Daru replied to the
Prussian deputies who complained of intolerable
oppression, < You do not know what a people
and a country can bear and endure.” The French
themselves are certainly the best proof of this;
but how long did the impotency of the Germans
continue after the barbarous period of their Thirty
years’ war?  May the French not argue them-
selves into a similar state of impotency !

Ingland has carried on war for many years,
but it has had no war in its own country ; this is
a main causc of its civilization and improvement.
What are all taxes to the oppressive and tor-
menting burden of lodging foreign, insolent sol-
diers ? Tt is happy when a nation understands
how to profit by this purgatory, to effect its re-
generation, and does not, by cowardly submission,
fall a prey to death.

In the course of my journey, I looked around
with the greatest attention for symptoms of de-
cline; and saw here and there, perhaps, some
broken window, or a gate off the hinges—but
scarcely so often as the artist desives for the
picturesque. On the whole, 1 beheld every
where careful husbandry, order, improvements,
new houscs, neat gardens, &ec. ‘The smaller
towns, doubtless, contain much suffering, but
they, too, are cvidently improving: when I see
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tion was excited by the great number of the girls
at work. Nomne of thewr labours were hard, none
were forced to constrained positions; the room
was lofty, and the air was pure, and, with scarcely
any exception, they had plump rosy cheeks, and
fat arms, and looked in much better health than
I expected, after the accounts I had heard. 1
found but one inconvenience, which I had never
heard mentioned, the mnoise of the looms and
machinery. :

From the factory we proceeded to the prison,
built on the plan of Messrs. Bentham and Pytha-
goras. 'T'he former contrives the arrangements
like a great cobweb, in the centre of which sits
the vigilant superintendent, a mere abstract idea,
for he neither can, nor will, constantly look out
from his central position, because it is by no
means necessary that he should do so. This
first error gives rise to the erection of an immense
number of useless walls and divisions; a prison
neatly plaited like an antique ruff. With an
eighth part of the cost and materials, all the essen-
tial objects of such a building might be attained.
Bentham was certainly no philosopher, in the
higher scientific sense of the word; but here I
cannot even discover a correct or judicious
practice. |

The Pythagorean system of silence has also
been introduced into this prison. 1 have already
directed your attention to the good effects pro-
duced by it. But if the punishments already
annexed to certain crimes were severe enough,
they appear to me too rigorous with this great
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have pointed spires. Within were great pre-
parations for the approaching musical festival.
The painted windows, inferior to those in Ger-
many, and the monuments for the most part
without merit as works of art.

In the ecvening I went to Ripon. I was
obliged to vest for one day, for the wind, heat,
and dust on the road had so heated my blood,
and blistered my face, that, without any additional
paint, I might have acted the part of Zamiel with
great effect.  In the mmn, however, T found a man
whose face glowed still more than mine, which not
a little consoled me.

VOL. 111, H
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now called musie, but are in reality only caleulated
to tickle the ear. The sermon was plain and sen-
sible, but directed against Rome and Catholicism,
m a manner we are no longer accustomed to in
Prussia, and which will gradually disappear, in
proportion to the progress of Christian charityin
both parties. Not but that there is a very im-
portant difference, only the mode of expounding
it, and of exploring and spreading the truth, may
be united either with un-Christian acrimony or
with Christian charity.

I find occasion to observe that practical intel-
lectual education is, perhaps, greater than among
us, but positive knowledge less; and yet the
object 1s not attained till both are combined in
due proportion. Thus a person of the inferior
class talked very sensibly about religion and
religious toleration, but was so unacquainted with
the difference between Prussia and Russia, that,
under other civecumstances, I might have taken it
for a satire on the too close connexion between
those two States. A young lady, who spoke very
well, asked me if Napoleon was still alive? 1
found this innocence, or indiffercnce to the tree of
knowledge almost laudable, but was not a little
surprised wken she went on to inquire whether I
had come overland {rom Berlin to England.

On the 3rd of August I fulfilled, far from our
country, my most imperative duty, and gratefully
remembered our king. There are in the history
of the world so many celebrated names, from
whose glory, however, every century takes some-
thing away, because the business of their life
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prepare a triumph for the ignobler passions by
the combats of gladiators and wild beasts. How
far otherwise is the case here !  Solitary pilgrims
arrive in the savage spot; they repose under the
ancient trees, cndure wants of every kind, in
order to spread the glad tidings of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.  Touched by their call, the soul
bursts its fetters; gratitude hastens to rear a
temple to the Lord; and the small band, united
i the strong bonds of love, can effect more than
an empire composed of conquered provinces.
The grove of primeeval trees finds 1ts artificial and
ennobled 1mage, in the columns, branches, foliage,
and wreaths of the churches and chapels; a des-
tination, a style of architecture altogether dif-
ferent from the amphitheatres of Rome, Verona,
or Nismes. They only prove that man can settle
where he finds a convenient spot—but these
structures testify, even in their ruins, that man
must raise himself to God. The implous shed-
ding of human blood in the combats of the arena
1s changed into the remembrance of the sin-
atoning blood of Christ: then the mmnocent was
the victim, and the conqueror triumphed in his
savage joy: the new faith offers consolation to all
—leads all to holiness and humility.

Some remains of Mosalc indicate the place
where the high altar stood. Xere, then, will
some 1}01‘11:11)5 say, was the centre of super-
stition, of wmonkish indolence and ignorance:
well, thank heaven! it is all destroyed, or, at the
most, remains as a favourable object 1 the scene
for the landscape pamter. But what will be left,
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the countrics on the Elbe, and the valley of the
Elbe between Pillnitz and Dresden.

At Neweastle, I again had occasion grate-
fully to acknowledge the kindness and hospi-
tality of the Lnglish. A brother of Mr. P—r, a
physician, reccived me in the most friendly man-
ner into his house: and two other brothers took
so much pains for me, that I saw, heard, and
learned more in a very short time than a hundred
other travellers. 1 felt what a saving of time
kings have at their command if they would but
profit by 1it.

On the 4th of August, therefore, I saw (what
1s impracticable without the recommendation of a
friend), the coal-mine in Watbottle, the glass
and iron works at Leamington, the paper manu-
factory at Scotswood, the glass manufactory in
Neweastle, and the stecam-engine manufactory of
Mr. Stevenson.

On the 5th of August I went with Mr. P s
on board the steamer, to the harbour of Shiclds,
and to Tynemouth, and viewed whatever was re-
markable in Newcastle.  One part of the town:
15 old, and, as 1t were, still 1 the state of a
chrysalis, while m the other new buildings are
springing up, and great improvements making.
Everywhere is life, work, and activity. Many of
the buildings—for instance, the Muscum, the
Post Office, &e., are conformable to the rules
of classical architecture. Some parts are like
Prague.

In shields, the ruins of an ancient monastery
are situated on a high promontory, which runs
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that without these mew powers and resources
thousands of men could not gain a livelihood ;
that the population has increased, and more than
one entirely new branch of industry has arisen.
In this one large coal-mine are threc steam-
engines, each of 100-horse power, one of 300-
horse power, making altogether 600-horse power.
The beam of this largest engine contains 81,840
pounds of massive iron. It makes 15 strokes in
a minute, each of which raises 800 1bs. weight of
water. The price of this one engine was 10,0001,
sterling. The iron rail-roads run for miles in dif-
ferent directions, and the cost 1s, on an average,
4s. a foot. Ivery day about 3.240,000 lbs. of
coals arc taken from this one mine, or 672 million
peunds in 300 days’ work. 1f all this labour were
to be cffected by men and horses, many square
wmiles of country would be required for their sup-
port, and coals would rise to an exorbitant price.
All manufactories, which cannot be carried on
without cheap fuel, would go to ruin. At pre-
sent, the expense of raising a chaldron of coals
amounts to 18s., and, on the spot, the chaidron is
sold, on an average, at 28s. 6d.  Out of this profit
of 10s. or 10s. Gd. on a chaldron, the interest of
the existing capital, and that of the first outlay,
is to be deducted, as part of this last must
be reckoned the money which the shafts cost:
of the former, the waggons, horses, and other
things, which may be sold. 30 horses and
460 waggons are here in constant motion, the
value of the latter being cstimated at 204
cach. A capital of 400,000l sterling is in-
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much larger capital at his command, has more
left, as he pays lower interest than the German.
Lastly,—and this s a most important point (swhich
is very striking in the environs of Newcastle)—
local circumstances, and the union of different
kinds of trade, are productive of such extraor-
dinary advantages, that wages scem wholly unim-
portant. By way of example, I will mention only
a few particulars, The stream bears down the
ships without exertion; the tide carries them up
without greater expense. The colliers often bring
back manure for the farmers from London, or old
iron to be re-melted, and this instead of the neces-
sary ballast. The strata of earth between which
the coals lie are clsewhere thrown aside as use-
less: here immense brick kilns are employed in
using them up. The purification of the airin
the mines, which 1n other places 1s so expensive,
is here effected by burning coal, the cost of which
is hardly worth taking into account. Whole
rows of loaded waggons roll down the inclined
planes, and at the same time draw up the cmpty
oncs on an adjoining plane; where a countless
multitude of men and horses and a great length
of time would be required, a few workmen are
here suflicient. "Therefore, though the payment
is the very highest, there is in Jingland an cxtra-
ordinary saving of labour, time, and money; and
the Enghsh manufacturer does not require pro-
tecting duties, on account either of heavy taxes
or higher wages—not to mention that, for other
reasons, such duties are never of any use.  If any
person denies all this, nothing more weuld be
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cially verified, as well as assisting with any in-
formation within his reach.” .

You may suppose how much pleasure it gives
me, that the first English minister will stand
godfather to my child; and that 1 shall return
to London as soon as possible, in order to de-
rive advantage from his kindness for the Ger-
man edition. I have hitherto kept back the dif-
ficult chapter on the finances, because I was not
satisfied with it.  All doubts and difficulties will
now be happily removed.
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that of truth. This is no reproach, for if we are
so often unable to understand what is above
ground, cven what is present to us, how can we
obtam a complete and satisfactory conception of
what is concealed in the depths, and the remotest
antiguity 7 Haller, therefore, says—< Into the
mner recesses of nature no created spivit can
penctrate.” But can we penetrate even the in-
tertor of our own heart, our thoughts and feel-
ings? None but one destitute of thought and
feeling will deny that here too there are mysteries
and wonders. :

from South Hetton I drove with Mr. P—
to Seaham, where an entively new harbour has
been made, at a great cxpense, for the colliers;
and then to Sunderland, where a sccond harbour
has been formed in a similar manner. Xvery
where there are proofs of prosperity and activity :
the last town, in particular, of which we do not
hear so frequently, exceeded my expectations.
The mouth of the Wear prescnted the same ap-
pearances as that of the Tyne, and the great
iron-bridge of one arch is a peculiar ornament to
Sunderland. The arch is two hundred and sixty
feet 1n diameter, and one hundred feet above the
surface of the water, so that ships of two hundred
to three hundred tons burthen can sail under it.
At Sunderland I parted, with the most heartfelt
gratitude, from My, P———, and returned to
Newcastle to the other brother, who accompanied
me, at seven o’clock 1 the morning of the 9th of
August, to the stage. At cight o'clock 1 left
Newcastle, and reached Edinburgh at nine in the
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pared to this, and we are involuntarily reminded
of Naples, which is the highest praise that can be
given. I have contemplated with the greatest
pleasure all the prospects of Edinburgh, and cer-
tainly have not detracted from that pleasure by
chilling and useless comparisons; but as I was
called upon, I made the following observations.

In favour of Edinburgh it may be alleged,
that the neighbouring hills are higher and more
defined, and the modern parts of the city more
clegantly built than in Naples. But in that city
some streets, St. Lucia, for instance, run to the
beautiful bay of Naples, while the less transparent
Firth is half a mile from Edinburgh. The lines
of Sorento, Capri, Ischia, and Procida, arc more
varied than the opposite coast of Fife, and Ve-
suvius affords an accessory in the grandest style:
the tints and lights of the South surpass those of
the North; and if there the transparent ether
enlivens and brightens every object, the Scotch
mist obscures and darkens the country over which
it hangs.

Nature appears to me here once more in her
full encrgy and splendour; yet I visited with no
less pleasure the building for the archives, the
fine libraries, the old parliament-house, and many
edifices erccted by voluntary subscriptions—more
particular descriptions of which you may find in
printed books.

Holyrood, with the apartments of Queen Mary,
was peculiarly interesting to me. The chamber
in which Earl Darnley and the conspirators fell
upon Rizzio is extremely small.  On comparing
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culty : whereas the Scotch saw nothing but gain
in changing the form and treatment of their rude
soil, and consequently advanced more rapidly
than their more cautious neighbours.

A municipal organization has been very lately
mtroduced in Scotland, without much moise and
opposition, which in the main and essential
points coincides with that which 1s now stigma-
tized by a party in ¥ngland as revolutionary and
condemnable. The system of self-election—the
close corporations, were abolished here; and of all
the frightful consequences which, according to the
assertion of the Tories, werc to ensue, little or
nothing is to be seen.

The Scotch prisons are admimistered m a much
more simple and less expensive manner than the
English, and the management of the poor in
Scotland has never fallen into the abuses com-
plained of in England. Xven the most ancient
law of 1579 (the basis of later regulations) ex-
cludes able-bodied men from all relief, nor does
1t anywherc mention the duty of giving them
cmployment, though without doubt the authors
of it knew, and had before them, the English law,
which gives directions on this subject. Almost
all relief 1s provided for by voluntary contribu-
tions, and never exceeds what is veally necessary
to relieve distress. Where a poor-tax was neces-
sary, one half was generally laid upon the land-
owner, and the other half on the farmer. But
the amount was always very inconsiderable in
comparison with that in England. In general
the entire management of the poor was not m

VOL. 111, I
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but one form; and for that very reason it is
temporal and perishable. The character of the
eternal and imperishable lies in constant frans-
formation, without injury to the identity. Philo-
sophy, for instance, would be worthless and dead
if, as many require, it appeared through all ages
in one and the same form. That 1t bears within
itself something great, profound, and inde-
structible is manifest, becausc it always rises
with rencwed vigour from the mnight of long
barbarism, or throws off the frippery and paint
of false refinement.

But Revelation, I hear it cbjected, is an excep-
tion : it is unchangeable; it has always the same
value, appearance, contents; one and the same
eternal truth.  But has not this onc and the same
Revelation been differently reflected in the minds
and hearts of men ; have not thousands, after the
most serious efforts, drawn different pictures,
given rules, nay, pronounced penalties and ana-
themas; and should I, as soon as I had crossed
the Cheviot Hills, in a southern or northern
dircction, at once condemn or approve the sys-
tem of England or Scotland? Far be that from
me!  Yet the BScotch system seecms to me to
harmonize with the Scotch, better than the Eng-
lish does with the English people. Perhaps this
remark, too, rests only upon msufficient abstrac-
tions ; I therefore donot speak of others, but only
of myself, and give, as you justly ask, only a per-
sonal report.

I had not yet attended the Presbyterian wor-

ship in Scotland, and, therefore went on Sunday,
12
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Compared with this endless tapeworm of an ex-
tempore prayer, the whole English Liturgy
scemed to me but the half of a sentence of a
concise wpartan, broken off in the middle. The
sermon was at least twice as long as a (zerman
sermon, but with a double portion of repetitions
and tautologies.
% * % ' "

In the evening I went to Leith, the port of
Edinburgh. At the extreme end of the long
dike which runs into the broad bay, the Firth of
Korth, I looked for a long time upon the green
waves, driven up with the rising tide, across to the
grey mountains-—upwards to the blue sky and
the richly-tinted clouds, which moved along in
manifold forms. I fell mmto that frame of mind
in which a yearning after the cternal-—confidence
in the divine—is combined with love to everything
noble and beautiful upon earth. We feel at the
same time, with the sense of our own circum-
scribed powers, the source of a more exalted ex-
1stence. We recognise God in nature, and in the
spirit created after his image: we comprehend
what 1s most exalted, in the moment of the most
profound humility, and turn our hearts, full of
affection, to the distant objects of our love, and at
their side pass through time, which is itself a
portion of eternity !

These meditations and feelings were inter-
rupted by a loud noise, and I turned towards a
place where many persons were assembled. In
the midst stood a man dressed as a civilian, with
a round hat, immense whiskers, a Bible in one
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approved of; but with all that is moral, noble;
and simple in it, Puritanism yet leads to such
excrescences.  In my ‘ History of Europe’ I have
done it justice, as my own will, and my historical
knowledge, dictated; but I feel, when I come in
contact with such tendencies, no mnear afhnity
with these stoics of Judaizing Christianity. You
speak, may some friends of Puritanism exclaim,
of the caricature. Certainly; yet * ¥ *

Glasgow, Adugnsi 1414,

I was interrupted; and so what should have
followed that yet may remain unwritten for this
time, as L have so many other things still to relate.
On the 9th of August, at three o’clock, I went
from Edinburgh, by way of Linlithgow and
Falkirk, to Stiling.  On the left hand were
pleasant hills; the land well cultivated near
Falkirk; a rich prospect over very fruitful
fields and meadows down to the Firth, on the
left shore of which other hills rise. At Stirling
I had a plain, good supper, and excellent ale.
This beverage 1n Scotland far exceeds any
thing of the same namec that I tasted in Eng-
land; but I dislike the whisky, which I could not
bring over my lips. Many Scotch people ecn-
deavoured to prove to me that theirs was the
only proper mode of observing Sunday ; butsthey
owned at the same time that a great number
of persons indulged too freely in whisky on that
sacred day. I was obliged to give up the plan
of going from Stirhing by way of Calander to
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floors, contribute much to the pleasure and con-
ventence of life.  Without such a machine, 1t is
mmpossible to give the edges of the boards, mna
few seconds, such a form that they exactly fit
together, never split, and always remain as smooth
as glass on the broad side.

Of the cotton manufactories, which engaged
most of my attention, I will give you an account,
when I have scen Manchester.

That part of the city of Glasgow where the
trading population chiefly live is uncommonly
lively; and Trongate, where I lodge, may be
compared, in this respect, with Oxford Street in
London. The new streets are straight; the
houses of freestone; most of the public edifices,
especially the Exchange, in a grand and elegant
style ; and many churches very happy imitations:
of the forms of the middle ages.

I dined with Mr. C-——d, and on the following
day (the 12th) this extremely obliging man was
ready to accompany me to Loch Lomond; but
this sccond attempt to visit the Scotch lakes was
also defeated by fog and rain. We went in a
steam-boat to Kilpatrick, Dumbarton Castle, Port
Glasgow, Grreenock, as far as Rossneath, but were
obliged to return from that place to (Glasgow.
On my way to Ircland I may perhaps have an
opportumity of seceing this part of the country, for
a second time, in a more favourable light. Im-
partial persons agree that the Scotch lakes are
not distinguished by the sublimity of the sur-
rounding scenery, or varied cultivation, or beauti-
ful country seats (like the Swiss and Italian

13






. LXL] GLASGOW-—PRISONS. 179

The Bridewell in this city, under the manage-
ment of Mr. William Brebner, 1s distinguished
1 many particulars, especially by its cheapness.
The accounts of the whole institution for the year,
from the 2nd of August, 1834 to 1833, are printed
with laudable brevity on a small card. There
were, on an average, 175 men, 163 women daily
i the prison, and each, on an average, remained
there sixty days. After deducting the profit
arising from the labour, the whole institution cost,
in that year, only 400/, Nay, the value of the
labour exceeded the expenditure for the support
of all ﬂ}e prisoners, by 5920, If 1 divide the
sum wanting for the whole of the establishment
for the prisoners, each of them costs, for the aver-
age time of his imprisonment, about 4s., or for
cach prisoner, 35d. per week in addition: if, in
consideration of extraordinary expenses, which
occur only from time to time, we increase this sum
cven to 8d. or 10d., the disbursement 1s exces-
stvely small, especially if we compare it with the
enormous expenses of the Engliéh prisons. But,
on the other hand, the prisoners must labour
twelve hours a-day, and receive, indeed, whole-
some and sufiicient food, but by no means of an
cxpensive kind.  For breakfast, oatmeal porridge,
buttermilk, or table-beer; for dinmer, barley-
broth, bread, and vegetables, but no meat; in
the evening, only those who are imprisoned for a
longer time, and conduct themselves well, have
bread and milk, or bread and checse. The silent
system 1s not in use, but solitary confinement 1s
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from Dr. Cleland’s admirable statistical tables.
It amounted, in round numbers, in

1560 . . 4,500 souls
1708 . . 12,700 ,,
1740 . . 17,000 |,
1763 . . 25,000
1785 . . 45,600 ,,
1791 . . 60,000 ,,
1801 . . 83,000 ,,
1822 . . 147000
1830 . . 202,000

In 1822, there were . 5624 births
1830 ) - . 6868 |,
1822 »s . 1470 marriages
1830 . . 1919 \
1822 s . 3690 deaths
1830 . . 5185 ,,

In 1830 there were, in round numbers,
1 death to 39 souls,
1 birth to 29 ,,
1 marriage to 105 ,,
To one family 34 births, and 42 souls.

In the manufactories, coal-mines, stone-quar-
ries, and ships belonging to Glasgow, there are
363 steam-engines, with 7366-horse power.  Cot-
ton-spinning was introduced in 1725, and gra-
dually increased to an astonishing degrec. For
example,—

In 1818 were used 46,000 bales,
1828 . 74,000 |,
1834 ’ 95,0060
in which were cmployed 2394-horse power by
steam-engines, and 520-horse power by water.






LX1.] GLASGOW-—MANUFACTORIES. 183

sary as in earlier ages; but it by no means follows
that universities and professorships ought to be
abolished. As these latter are not so profitabie
as cotton manufactories and coal mines, they
must, with or without oral imstruction, be conti-
nued and paid, that science, the heaven-descended
Groddess, may not, as the poet says, ‘be devoured
by the more profitable miich-cows.” Without
foundations of this kind, the most zealous friend
of a science is often compelled to renounce it,
and follow more substantial modes of gain, not
to die of famine. If the King of Prussia really
cherished the enmity towards history which Lord
Brougham is so good as to ascribe to him and
to other princes, I should not have seen Rome,
Naples, Paris, London, and, Glasgow, but have
been obliged to read and compile legal documents
to my life’s end. <Honour, therefore, to whom
honour 1s due.’ ' ‘

‘The first newspaper was printed in Glasgow
in 1715. The first library opened in 1753. Very
large sums have been accumulated by voluntary
contributions, and legacies, for the poor and
charitable foundations. The number of poor,
out of 202,000 inhabitants, amounted in round
numbers to H000, who were wmaintained for
17,2300, A part of this poverty has certainly
arisen from drinking, for the number of gin-
shops in Glasgow has so increased by thought-
less applying for and giving licenses, that there
is one such shop to every twelve families. I am
morc and more convinced that the mode of
observing Sunday, which prohibits all cheerful
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dues, which in 1771 amounted to 1021/, had
risen 1n 1835 to 31,0004 ; and the most uscful
works, and deepening of the harbour, had been
cffected, to the great advantage of navigation.
It was on the 18th January, 1812, that the first
European steam-boat went from Glasgow to
Greenock. On an average above 900 persons
arc daily conveyed by steam-boats in all direc-
tions. In the last year the number of passengers
in ships, boats, and carriages amounted to more
than one million and a-half,

Dublin, 17th August.

As the weather continued gloomy and rainy with
out any interruption, I was obliged to give up all
thoughts of visiting the Scotch lakes and islands.
Three attempts evinced my good will, but I should
merely have lost time and scen nothing.  After
Messrs. C——d, St—-—g, and K——r had again
given every possible proof of their readiness to
serve me, I embarked at Glasgow on the 14th of
August, at two in the dfternoon, and reached
Belfast on the noon of the following day. 'The
sca was very rough, and the waves lifted up their
long, white crests, but most fortunately I got to
land without any feeling of sickness. IBelfast is
a large and bustling city, which carries on a com-
merce with many parts of the globe. The Rev.
Mr. M——-, with whom I had a good deal of con-
versation on board the steam-boat, referred me to
his friend the Rev. My, H-——; but our time was
too short for further intercourse. On Sunday
morning, the 16th, I got on the outside of the
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stage, secured a back seat to avoid the ecffects of
the sun and wind, and arrived at Gresham’s
Hotel, in Dublin, at five in the evening. I im-
mediately hastened to the Prussian Consul, Mr.
W, where I found two letters from you which
assured me of your welfare.
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LETTER LXIL. -

Treland ——Distress — Orangemen—Intolerance—Reform—Dublin
. =—Clommel—Kilkenny-—Calue—Early History—Cork—Misery
-——Beauty of the Irish Women.

Cork, 19th dugust:

To-pay, on the anmiversary of your birth-day,
dear Herman, I have reached nearly the remotest
point of my journey; our thoughts, however,
doubtless meet in affection and regard. May
you continue to proceed blameless in the career of
life, improve your mind and heart more and more,
and lead a life as rich as possible in every enjoy-
ment that active virtue can bestow. You have
only twice caused me the greatest apprehensions,
once when you were ill, and at the point of death
in Dobrau; and when I was not able to find you
in the night on a road in France. Otherwise, 1
have never had reason to complain of you, and
you certainly not of me. So may it continue till
death parts us in this world !

I am much in arrear with my accounts, for I
had no time, especially quiet hours in the morn-
ing, to write anything ; add to this, that I have
in my head so much, both general and special, so
much that is personal, that 1 do not know where
to begin, or how to make any orderly arrange-
ment. Well, if it cannot be reduced to order, lct
all be mingled together as it flows from the pen.
Go on.
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picturesque parts of FEurope; but, on the whole,
it is fertile, perhaps more fertile than England,
and as beautiful as La Belle France. 'The first
thing that strikes you is, that close to the finest
aud richest fields of wheat, barley, oats, potatoes,
and clover, there are other adjoining tracts wholiy
uncultivated, overgrown with high weeds ; that an
equally frnitful soil here manifests the highest
cultivation and activity, and there the orcatest
neglect and abandonment. 'There is no want of
good soil or of agricultural knowledge, nor of in-
dustry ; there are so many hands, that the Irish
emigrate by hundreds to wozk for very low wages.
Whenece, then, does this happen? 'The whole
clearly points to the centre of all the evibL—to a
defective, nay, a ruinous and condemnable legis-
Iation. Let us, however, proceed step by step,
otherwise you might believe that I sought only
to infroduce pathetic declamations as a cover for
falschood or partiality.

Why does not the Irishman cultivate his land?
Because he has none.  Why does net the land-
lord employ those under him ?—Because there is
no landlord there.

If we take two steps, but with seven-leagued
boots, we are at once on the summit of the naked
rock from which we can overlook the whole misery
of Ireland. Let us begin out considerations, as
is fitting, with the Lords. Where are they?
They arc absentees,—they are absent. No, not
absent, for he who is absent intends to return to
a home which he loves, where he grew up, and
which he doully values after having seen many
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This 1s so fortunate a circumstance in our
country, that the great landowners devote them-
selves more and more to agriculture, love their
occupation, promote every improvement, and,
directly or indirectly, cxercise a salutary influence
over the free peasantry. Iere, on the contrary,
the great landowners too often despise the country,
agriculture, and people. The whole wisdom of
their improvements is to squeeze more and more
from the tenants-at-will. Instead of living in
noble activity in the Emerald Isle, they idle away
their'existence 1n the arid, grey Provence, or sen-
timentalize about the beggars in Jtri and Fondi,
while hundreds of beggars are produced in Ire-
land by the harshness of their principles.

No other country can, in this respect, be com-
pared with Ircland. Kverywhere some wealthy
persons travel, everywhere there are some mdi-
viduals who seek a home abroad. But here the
exception has become the rule, and measares
which, in other places, appear not only super-
fluous, but absurd, here urge themselves as almost
necessary through the power of circumstances.

The landowner will do nothing for the culti-
vation of the soil. 'The tenant can do nothing.
Capital and credit are everywhere wanting. Only
the industry of the tenants raises the rich harvest;
but in the midst of an abundance which does
not belong to them, they perish from misery and
famine.

How shall I translate tenants-at-will ? #egjag-
bare? Expellable? Serfs? Buf,in the ancient days
of vassalage, it consisted rather in keeping the
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The evening and night of the 18th I passed
at Clonmel. Tor the first time, I saw in the
mn no carpets, and a ragged towel, but a larger
and better bed than anywhele in Germany. It
1s only in our country that the erroneous notion
prevails, that a man has no more need to turn
in bed than in his coffin: hence the wretched,
narrow cribs into which all elasses suffer them-
selves to be squeezed.

On Wednesday, the 19th, Hermann's bivthday,
when I went down stairs in the morning, profound
peace reigned among the persons a “ssembled n
the room on the ground-floor. God knows what
spark fell mto this powder-barrel; for at once
there was such a storm of punches in the ribs,
blows, and boxes on the ear, which succeeded
each other so rapidly, and in such numbers, that
it was impossible to see and count them. Two
minutes afterwards, perfect tranquillity again pre-
vailed. This amusement of the Catholics in
Clonmel, and the Protestants in Dublin, show
at least that therc are some similar points of
contact between the two pal thS

The coach stopped, carly in Lhe morning, before
a hut, which, if you please, you may call a house.
A sow—-the Irish sphinx—Ilay with her hind quar-
ters burted 1 black mud, while she rested on
her fore feet, and addressed me in a very re-
markable speech.  The house-cock flew from
within to the hole in the mud wall, the only
window in the housec, and attempted fo clap lus
wings. The hole being too small, he was obliged
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the g¢reen meadows along the road-side there
were uict sheep, mstead of the grunting swine,
which eclsewhere are the only domestic animals to
be scen. I looked at the theatre with as much
indafference as if I had never been a {riend to
theatrical amusements; and, the evening being -
fine, preferred a walk in the environs. ¥rom oune
housc I heard the German waltz, Ach du lieber
Augustin.

On the 20th I went to Killarney, and hastened
to Ross Castle, in order to enjoy the prospect of the
picturesque mountains and lakes. I the more wil-
lingly refrain from comparisons, becavse the wea-
ther all at once became extremely unfavourable,
and compelled me to give up the plan of secing
the whole. I returned to Dublin by way of Lime-
rick, through fertile tracts, tedious bogs, and bar-
ren heaths, the rain pouring down all the time.
Youmust be satisfied with this bare enumeration;
and, if you desire descriptions of scenery, you
may read over again what I wrote last year, about
the same time, from Sdwitzerland. My mind is
filled with one thought—I can entertain no other
"t is that of the mexpressible wretchedness of
so many thousands. In England I looked in vain
for misery, and all the complaints that 1 heard
scemed to me to be partial and exaggerated:
here, no words can express the frightful truth
which everywhere meets the eye. T'o form an
idea of it you must see these houses—not houses,
but huts—mnot huts, but hovels, mostly without
windows or apertures; the same entrance—ithe
same narrow space for men and hogs—the latter
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Liverpool, August 24, 1835,

Th’mL God, T am again in England, though
not with'the same feehnos that 1 ]eft it! Last
night, as 1 qultted Dublm in the steam-boat, the
dark clouds traversed the sky i rapid confusion,
and when the sun burst through them, the
mountains on the right and left threw their long
shadows towards England. This shadow spreads
i my fancy over the lately so glowing scene, and
the more I endeavour to efface it, the move in-
delible does 1t appear, like the blood stains to
Lady Macbeth. 1 have read and written much
on the sufferings of different ages and nations,
and wrote and read with sympathy; but it 1s a
far different thing to sce them; to sec them in
their gigantic form in our highly-cxtolled times,
denied and extenuated—nay, acknowledged and
justified by those who, like the French, fancy that
they are at the head of all human civilization.
No wonder 1if the native Irish, like the prophet of
old by the waters of Babylon, sit down and weep,
if I, a stranger, am , compelled to reckon the few
days I passed among them as the most melan-
choly of my life. Of other, and I trust more
cheering matters, in my next.

VOL. i1l. L
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ship; so that the greater the rising and sinking,
the more 1@1ceab le 1t was to me. I hope I
siiall not have to suficr the more on my passage
to Hamburg.

Owing to the density of the fog, I did not see
Eiverpool till 1 reached it. No city of England,
nay of Europe, has increased so rapidly in wealth
and extent within a short period, a result of its
favourable situation, and likewise of ex{raordinary
industry and activity. How could Bristol have
otherwisc remained behind?  The whole of Lan-
cashire, however, is an example of amazing im-
provements. 'The population of the county in
1700 amounted to 166,600 inhabitants; in 1750,
to 297,000; in 1800, to 672,000; m 1831, to
1,336,000. The docks and war ehouses m Faver-
pool surpass in size even those of London; and
the city is extending with much taste and regu-
larity, though Edinburgh leaves all others far in
the rear in this respect. 'The Exchange is equal
to those of London and Pans, and the rlown Hall
1s superior to the Mansion House in London ; the
interior arrangements, too, arc grand and simple,
much better than Buckingham House. A bronze
monument in honour of Nelson, which has been
set up between the Exchange and the Town Hall,
would be deserving of commendation, were 1t not
for the skeleton which appears beneath the mantle.
Surely the motto, < England expects every man
to do his dutly,”—the attitude of the falling hero,
—the laurel wreath held over his head by the
Goddess of Victory,—all this is surely sufficiently
expressive and emblematic. Wherefore, then, this

L2
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of a few individuals, who would like to travel
more rapidly for their pleasure. Nothing but an
extraordinary traffic makes such an enterprise
practicable and useful.

Manchester, 28th August.

It 1s very polite and agreeable if a rich man
invites to his table a stranger who has been intro-
duced to him; but he does still morc when he
gives up his time to him, takes him about, pro-
cures him introductions, &c. All these attentions
are so hiberally bestowed on me in this town also,
that I protract my stay longer than my himited
time secms to justify.  Messrs. Ph., h,, H., and
A. have done everything in their power to make
my visit both useful and agreeable. Without
letters of introduction, this is, of coursc, not to be
expected ; but these letters may be too partial.
A gentleman, to whom I delivered one of them,
immediately entered into conversation about poor
laws; and as I am not unacquainted with this
subject, I was able to keep it up. IBut when he
said that I had written a work on the manage-
ment of the poor, I was obliged to decline this
honour ; and when he drew out the letter of intro-
duction, by way of justification, I saw that he had
read that I was the most celebrated historical
writer of the Poor, instead of Europe. We were
both alarmed at the great hyperbole; and I was
thankful that hec had not read that I was a poor
histortcal writer. _

I saw here the very extensive manufactory of
machinery of Messrs. Sharp aund Roberts, where
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A very absurd remnant of the old system is the
prohibition to export certain kinds of machinery.
England would cutstrip all other nations in this
species of manufacture; whereas now no secret
can be kept beyond a few years, and then other
countries supply themselves. 11 is also very er-
roneous to imagine that the successful progress
of manufactures depends$ only on the possession
of certain machines.

I paid particular attention to the condition of
the children in the cotton manufactories. To
what I have already said on the subject, 1 can
add the following particulars :—Many of the com-
plaints were exaggerated: many a reproach (for
instance, a constrained, unnatural position of the
body) has been removed by the imprevement of
the machinery. The Factory Bill had a salutary
effect, inasmuch as it turned the general attention
to the subject, confirmed kind-hearted manufac-
turers in their landable conduct, and brought the
harsh into a right course. The work is, almost
without ecxception, extremely casy and simple.
The lowest wages (here four shillings a weck) is
indeed but little; but without it the children
could not live at all.

This 1s one side of the picture: on the other,
it cannot be denied that the easiest labour, con-
tinucd twelve hours in the day, is too much for
any children; that they learn for their whole life
a mechanical dexterity; that their mind remains
uncultivated ; and that they have necither time
nor strength remaining to attend school. Almost
every improvement of machinery makes the harder
and dearcr labour of grown-up persons less neces-
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To give way to impatience by striking is forbid-
den; and to speak to the other work-people im-
possible, for the noise. The squeaking of the
swine vexed me often enough; but what would I
now give if a spinning-machine could utter so
many expressive sounds as the swine! Then, too,
I heard the birds sing, saw the sun rise and set,
looked at the passing clouds, rejoiced to see every
thing grow and blossom, and had the prospect of
leaving the swine for the cows and horses, to
drive, sow, reap, and many other things. Here I
must, for my whole life, tie threads together, and-
pick flocks of cotton. I assure you, Sir, I am now
more stupid than my swine, and perhaps I should
not even be able to attend them as I ought.”

So much for the idyllic poetry of a factory life!

I yesterday visited the poor-house, and send
some particulars from the last year's report for
your information. There were 1n the House 233
men, 256 women, 83 boys, and 77 girls; 9 of the
men, and 39 of the women, were between 50 and
90 years of age. The weekly expense for every
person 1s— s, d.
Food . . . 2 0%
Clothing . . 0 51

Total . : 2 61

Their breakfast consists of rice and milk, oat-

meal porridge ; their dinner, two days in the week,

of meat and vegetables; and the remaining five

days they have soup, or potato soup, with a suffi-

cient quantity of bread. . This institution, which

1s under the direction of Mr. Robinson, is de-
L3
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times, of religious oaths, &ec.,) in England: for
example, the corn-laws, the protecting duties for
manufactures, &e.  On the other hand, govern-
ment interferes too lhittle here; and 1t 18 not
true that cverything can go on freely of itself,
and without general divection and assistance. If,
in° consequence of the Knglish laws, the ship-
builders must buy timber, the consumer corn,
at an exorbitant price, or the manufacturer of
machines i1s not allowed to export them, most
people here say that this 1s useful and necessary.
On the other hand, if with us the children are kept
to school {and this, in truth, without compulsion,
entirely by admirable vegulations), this is deno-
minated tyranny. I, on the contrary, find tyranny
in the former measures, and 1n the latter the
basis of the highest intellectual freedom.
Manchester affords an mstructive example of
the_state of education in most of the fowns i
England. The town contains about 50,060 chil-
dren between the ages of 5 and 15. Of these,
the attendance 1s—
In day and evening schools, about - 10,000
In day and Sunday schools . 10,000
In Sunday schools . . 23,000

Total . . 43000
If we reflect that the Sunday and evening
schools afford but a very few hours of instruction
during the week, we may reckon the number of
children who are educated in the German man-
ner at 20,000 : {from which it results, that three-
fifths of the children receive no education what-
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moles, on the other hand, that people walk and
dance on their head; may be quietly laid ad acta,
or let them be advised to seek safer dwellings,
where everybody lives underground in the dark.
The dangerous principles of Jacobins and Radi-
cals originate in ignorance, or false over-refine-
ment ; genuine education of the mind and heart
is the best, the most comprehensive, and, in the
end, the only effectual remedy against these de-
structive evils.  They will never be subdued by
negative remedies.

Some persons think that the freedom of the
press affords the best education, and supplies its
place without trouble. 1 canrot by any means
agree to this opinion. In the first place, it is
assumed, and very unjustly, that every man can
read; and, secondly, that only what is worth
rcading will be printed, and put in the hands of
the people. Without a right education, however,
the judgment formed of what has been read will
often prove incorrect, and what is objectionable
would obtain a greater ascendancy than that which
1s good. 'The liberty of the press, too, chiefly
concerns journals' and newspapers, which by no
means confain the whole stock of wisdom and
virtue. What numerous and just complaints are
made, for mstance, in England, of the scandalous
unstamped newspapers !—nay, even those of a
better class frequently indulge, without restraint,
in the passions of the moment. If the House of
Commons passes a law which displeases the editor
of a high Tory paper, he very coolly caleulates
the strength which his party would have for a
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chimneys, whose flames illumine the earth, while
their smoke darkens the heavens: the whole is
excecdingly striking, probably unique in its kind ;
but the mterest of the movement would quickly
vanish if I were obliged to prolong my stay in
this Vulcan's forge.

I was seated on the stage-coach between two
very clever and intelligent Lnghshmen, who (con-
trary to the general rule) entered so easily and
unhesitatingly into a conversation on various sub-
jects, that I could not have desired more agreeable
companions. One of them, however, was such a vio-
lent ultra-Badical, and such a decided Dissenter,
that I fancied myself at this moment a represcnta-
tive of the Duke of Newcastle and the Bishop of
Exeter, and might be a leader of the temporal and
spiritual high'Torics. Ifought bravely,but as Iwas
obliged to spea.l% English to an Englishman, both
the attack and the defence were of course incon-
venient to me. In order, in the English fashion,
to gain a majority, my opponent at length ap-
pealed to a young puppy, who was sitting on the
coach-box, who demonstrated to me, in the same
manner, that, from the year 300 to the time of
Jolin Knox, the world had remained as black
and gloomy as a chimney at Wolverhampton. [
answered like Spontini, when old Mistress Schech-
ner attempted to instruct him—< Madame, 1, too,
know a little music,” but had the less reason to
mention my name, as nobody in the company
would have learnt more of me than they knew
before—mnamely, nothing. The old threadbare
questions were repeated — ¢« Cannot your Kking
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—the artist, the merchant, the man of learning
do not think alike. But setting aside all decided
predilections, we may yet discover a common
standard of opinion for all other spectators.
Those commercial towns, which do nothing but
accumulate and export goods already manufac-
tured, may please and strike us by the extent of
their traffic, but they arc altogether destitute of
interest to all but a merchant. Thus Leghorn,
though the most flourishing, is, at the same time,
the most tedious city in Italy. Manufacturing
towns, which create and transform, afford more
subjects for contemplation and instruction, but
must necessarily bear great similarity to each
other.

Wherein, then, consists the more durable, de-
cided interest of a town. Ithink,in the peculiarity
of its features, and 1n its being, as it were, a posi-
tive living person. In the same manner as the
mdividual who has no decided, distinet character
1s lost in the mass of the people; so a town, with-
out any decided physiognomy, without a distinct
character, is confounded with the erowd of many
sunilar towns. 1If, in this point of view, I com-
pare a series of English and German towns, the
former are far superior to the latter in extent,
wealth, activity, and population, but inferior in
peculiarity of character and decided contrast.
The coal-dealing towns of Newcastle and Sun-
derland are as different from the cotton manu-
facturing towns of Glasgow and Manchester as
black and white. Yet how similar and uniform
do all appear when we compare them with the
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the box; but I soon found that this was a mis-
take, for she presently became such good friends
with her clegant companion, that he soon sung
her an air in ¢ major, 2-4 time, in a most duleet,
coachman-like tone. No sooner did these sounds
reach the ears of an urchin of three years old, who
was seated next to me with his mother, than he
began a dirge in b minor, 3-8, which produced
combinations and harmonies such as I had never
before heard. ITYrom time to time the driver
observed that his attention had been too long
diverted from his horses, he therefore suddenly
changed his key, and sang or whistled to them,
in the coarse, rude tones of his profession, bolder
discords and transitions than even Beethoven
would have ventured upon.

“ Your king,” said an nglishman to me, s
the coachman, and you are the horses. We, on
the contrary, are the coachmen, and harness and
rein-in our king as we please.” What a vulgar,
incorrect comparison! Were the case really so
in England, the many coachmen would soon
drive the horses to death, then hurl each other
from the seat, harass and worry cach other to
death, till the last driver would be obliged to
draw the coach himself. If the v'hole of public
life, the abstract of social existence, 1s to be re-
duced to this one alternative, to whip or to be
whipped, then not merely colonies of bees and
ants, but even herds of wild beasts, are superior
to an association of men.

“ You are slaves,” said another Englishman,
“for, with his standing army, your king can yoke
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mvinetble, so long as they do not rouse the spirit
of their more peaceful neighbours by a love of
tyranny and conquest, might and should be the
first to reduce the military establishments in
time of peace: the insular situation of England
is attended with 1mmense advantages in saving
time, money, and strength for military objects.
But an army, whose soldiers are reeruited and
flogged, whose officers can attain their rank
by purchase, is altogether so different from a
Prussian army of the present day, nay, it has so
little connexion with the mass of the people, and
is employed in Ireland chiefly for the enforcement
of unjusf{ laws, that it 1s impossible 1t should be
national or popular. I will, therefore, readily
excuse every Englishman who cannot at first
understand that, among us, the army and the
nation have been identified, and a peaceful or
warlike life have been (like body and soul)
brought to perfect unity and community. No
doubt there are, among us, some single oflicers
who would wish to restore the old system of caste;
some few men of wealth, the doctrine of hired
substitutes and privileges; some cowards and
idlers, entire exemption from military service.
The advantages of the new system, however, are
so evident and preponderating, that it 1s to be
hoped its carping opponents will never be able to
destroy it. At lcast, there can be no doubt that,
from that moment, Prussia, both as a military
power and a people, would fall from the elevation
to which it raised itself in 1813 by the aid of
those mstitutions.
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London, 31st Auqust,

{ had numerous letters of introduction for Ox-
ford, but found only Messrs. C and P
there. I, thercfore, shortened my stay, especially
‘as I was anxious to return to London, the centre
of all public transactions, and to the State-Paper
Office, where I hoped to make considerable acces-
sions to my treasures during the three succeeding
weeks.  The road from Bnmlno*lnm to London
is agreeable enough, but is cer ta,mly iferior to
that by way of Wakefield, both in point of culti-
vation, variety, and beauty. Of Oxford in my
next letter.
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LETTER LXI1V.

Oxford—Collezes—University — Religion —Dissenters—Chnisti-
anity in England and Germany—Loundon University—Xing’s
College—Iuns of Court—Cambridge—Prussian Administration
—DPolice Passports—Students.

London, 1st September, 1833,

No person should give an opinion of Oxford, its
scientific, political, and ecclesiastical position, who
has not seen it. Much that appears inexplicable
then becomes intelligible, and a severe judgment
is softened into equity. In many other towns we
sce an old church, or the ruins of an ancient
castle; but they stand alone, not harmonizing
with what surrounds them, and subordinate-—nay,
they are, for the most part, hidden by the greater
number of modern erections of a wholly different
character. Here, the reverse 1s the case: a whole
city full of the noblest, the most astonishing,
monuments of an ancient peried, and everything
modern is but an insignificant accessory. That
former period is not an age that 1s passed away,
and powerless, but is hiving, present and prevail-
ing in all its vigour. KEven the stones frem the
Colosscum at Rome were removed to creet other
buildings, for it was already half fallen into ruin;
but here, it seems a breach of duty to remove a
pinnacle, a battlement, or a corbel, and a sacrilege
committed on the sacred relies of art. Must not
this daily impression, this irresistible feeling, be-
VOL. LII. M
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founder of a single college in Oxford as done.

It 1s answered-—the government is, with reason,

determined to leave every thing, as at that time,

to the influence and cxertions of private persons
only. With reason!—as at that time !—In what

code can you show the right of government to-
give laws only for the body, to banish the mind

into the highway, till some compassionate Sama--
ritan comes and takes pity on it? As at that
time '—Where, then, are the modern foundations

that can be compared to the ancient ones? Is it

the Sunday schools, which would give the mind
some drops of the elixir of life, in half an hour,

to the mind which has been blunted by six days’

stupifying labour ? or a penitentiary, where men

arc educated, by stopping their mouths for years

together 7 Would that be the right regencration

of Oxford, if radical philanthropists converted its

colleges into penitentiaries, or workhouses for

stout and idle vagabonds? It 1s the privilege

and duty of Oxford to defend the mind against
the body, spirituality against materialism, science
against love of gain: whether it duly exercises
this right, and this duty, I shall discuss in the
sequel.

- The philosophy of the middle ages, and of the
schoolmen, which has been so thoughtlessly de-
spised, had its centre and vivifying principle in
the doctrine of God, and the relation of man to
his creator and preserver. The objects of sense,
their nature and their use, retired before the su-
premacy of the soul and of the mind. Bacon’s

merit was, that he vindicated the rights of nature
M 2
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begin with the important consideration of some
points in which the English system possesses ad-
vantages, even though they cannot be introduced
into other countries.

Firstly.—The very rich and numerous colleges
afford the greatest external resources for instrue-
tion, and the possibility of enabling many persons
to devote themselves to learning without depend-
ng on it.

Secondly.—The tutors have a superintendence
over the industry and conduct of the students,
which does not exist in Germany.

Thirdly—By repeated ecxaminations, prize
questions, &e., the young men are excited to
greater diligence, and a more accurate and useful
knowledge of their progress is obtained.

Fourthly.—The connexion of the colleges with
the university facilitates the transition from the
gymnasium to the university, which, in Germany,
is often dangerous.

I must presume that you are acquainted with
the fundamental regulations of the English uni-
versities. I will, therefore, add only a few words
to explain what precedes, and what I have yet to
add. After a slight examination, and the sub-
scription of the Thirty-nine Articles, the student
1s admitted into a college, and matriculated. But
he does not actually attend the university lec-
tures till after the expiration of a certain time,
and after having passed through certain exami-
nations. 'The colleges must, therefore, be com-
pared with gymnasia, where the scholars both
reside, and are under superintendence.
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student may Dbe always idle (certainly a defect in
the formal arrangements); and the testimonies of
the professors (with the exception of a few lec-
tures) prove, on the whole, nothing with respect
to the progress or non-progress of the students:
on the other hand, however, the more unremitting
vigilance of the school must, at some period or
other, have an end, and the youth be left to act
on his own responsibility. I do not sec that a
greater proportion go astray in Germany than in
England.  The establishment of colleges like
those at Oxford, would cost millions, and not at-
tain the object. Besides, certain changes in life
necessarily include in them a sudden transition;
for instance, the choice of a profession, the ac-
ceptance of an office, marriage, &e.

If we assume (which is, however, denied) that
the Oxford colleges fulfil all the requirements of
a moral education, they are, nevertheless, from
personal and substantial grounds, far inferior to
our gymnasia, in a scientific point of view. In
the first place, only two or three tutors are ap-
pointed to every college; from which it naturally
results, in the sccond place, that they are not
qualified to give thorough instruction in every
branch of knowledge. Besides, this mstruction
is almost wholly confined to religion, Greek,
Latin, ancient history, and mathematics; a course
of study altogether inadequate to the just de-
mands of the present times. The answer, that
(conformably to many original foundations) no-
thing is intended but the education of divines,
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founded, it is deviating from the character as-
sumed, and 1nconsistent, to adimit mathematics
alone 1nto the course of studies.

Lastly.—It is totally inexcusable that the
study of history is neglected at Oxford, as in all
the schools of Great Britain, in a manner without
a parallel in the countries of Europe ;—nay, that,
i fact, it 1s not taught at all—for some isolated,
for the most part unsuccessful, attempts only
prove that they do not know even how to follow
the guide to the right road.

As our gymnasia, considered as learned esta-
blishments, are superior to the colleges at Ox-
ford, so also are our universities. The facultics
of medicine and jurisprudence are, properly
speaking, entirely wanting in Oxford; and those
of divinity and philosophy are by no means com-
pletely filled, in comparison with the German
universities., To this it must be added, that the
professors give so few lectures, and during so
short a period of the year, that these appear, in
compatison with the colleges, to be only a trifling
addition, and subordinate matters. No English
university is a Universitas Lateraria, in the Ger-
man sense of the term; and improvements are
both mnecessary and possible, without affecting
what is really good and commendable.

With respect to the colleges, for instance, the
superintendence, the lhving together, the con-
nexion with the university, the system of ex-
aminations, the appointment of tutors, &c., may
remain on the same footing as hitherto; but the
mode of instruction, and the circle of things

M3
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Christianity. In a pamphlet against the Dis-
senters, Mr. Sewell uses the following language :
—1 wholly and utterly deny the right of liberty
of conscicnce: 1 deny the right of any sect to
deviate even one atom from the rule which I con-
sider as true Christianity.”

In truth no pope of Rome has ever spoken hike
this Oxford professor. Soon after, the same man
confesses that learning and science are by no means
the great object of our efforts and our ambition
our doctors’ degrees give mdeed very insufficient
proof of knowledge, &e.

That many of the advocates of the old system
at Oxford arc chiefly actuated by sclf-interest,
and are afraid that any change will diminish their
comforts and income, is so often and so positively
asserted here, that I cannot avoid mentioning it;
but remembering the words— judge not”—I wall
not venture to give any opinion of my own upon
the subject.

With respect to religion and divinity, Germany
and England are in a very different situation, and
in a very different way, to which the equalling of
the great partics in the peace of Westphalia, and
the subjection of all the parties in Great Britain
to a single one, have essentially contributed.—
Hence the partics here consider it as the main
point and imperative duty to hold fast the points
in which they differ; hence the Presbyterian sees
his Christianity in that by which he s distin-
guished from the Episcopalian ; the Episcopalian
in that which distinguishes him from the Dis-
senter ; the Catholic in his hostility to all here-
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tution, with one professor of divinity, one of law,
none of philosophy, none of history, &e.

You will tell me, that for law there exist in
London the Inns of Court. So I thought too;
and took it for a joke when somebody told me
that the only obligation of the members of these
institutions was, to take a certain number of din-
ners there in the course of the year. This, how-
ever, is literally true, and no instruction whatever
in law 1s given there; nay, properly speaking,
there 1s not in all England any scientific academi-
cal instruction in this branch of knowledge; and
all is left to private industry and practice, with-
out any general theory. Thus, the English know-
ledge of law is chiefly confined to mnumerable
particulanties and precedents, as the French is
-often to general positions and abstractions ; and
yet the scientific knowledge of general principles,
and the practical acquaintance of the relations of
times and places, are essentially connected w1th
each other.

If the Tiondon University, King’s College, the
Inns of Court, and the medical instiiutions, were
united in one great whole, and properly and judi-
ciously organized, they would make the most com-
prehensive scientific establishment i the world,
At present all is mere patchwork, and will long
continue so, because this very state of things has,
on many accounts, the warmest advocates.

You alrcady know, that Cambridge has de-
clared itself more tolerant, in respect to theology,
and that the university is not so subordinate to
the colleges as Oxford. It is not my business to
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bination of both would be equally advantageous
to science and the state.

2. A man who has not studied and been exa-
mined in the usual way, may have more talent,
and be more useful, than hundreds who have ad-
vanced in the usual manner; but the rare excep-
tion must not abolish the rule, and still less must
high birth be admitted as a substitute for a certi-
ficate.

3. The number of persons in office is in pro-
portion very great in Prussia; and yet, for the
most part, they have more to do than clsewhere.
The principal cause of this is, that the provincial
governments and the ministerial departments
busy themselves about far too many things, re-
quire far too many Reports, and issue too many
decisions. The number of papers annually re-
ceived might, without any detriment to the pro-
gress of business, certainly be reduced to one-
half. In general, every body makes these com-
plaints of the much writing of his superiors, but
(from false conscientiousness or bad habit) fol-
lows their evil example as soon as he succeeds to
their office.

4. The English have reduced, with more rigour
than clsewhere, not only the mere sinecures, but
also the number of the really working but unne-
cessary officers, and have entirely dispensed with
whole departments,—for instance, the passport-
officc and the censorship.

5. Labour and expense have been increased
by some late regulations; among these I reckon
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enough to inspect and to examine the reverse
and dark side of cvery individual. Nay, some
classes,—for instance, the students,—are treated
according to the formula concordice (which does
not allow any man to have a particle of good in
him), and many zealous administrators of the
police persecute all, as if descendants of those at
the Wartburg, even unto the tenth generation,
though those who are now living arc not the
representatives of the others, either by descent
or by adoption. Certainly there are among the
students (the youth) coxcombs and fools, who
fancy that they could take the world upon their
shoulders and gallop away with it; but on the
other hand, among their adversaries, (the aged,)
people who would have the sun stand still in the
Valley of J ehoshmphfxt because they find w'ﬂkmg
troublesome.

No great states can now do without a public,
well-regulated police, and even the Londoners
are now sensible of the great use of theirs. The
French have always done too much in this way,
and the English too little. ILet us hope that
Germany will keep a just medium, and that no
government, out of hatred to the French, will
follow their example. Germany cannot and must
not be in any wise governed and organized on
the French model. This is sometimes forgotten
by the absolutists, and oftencr by the ultra-.
liberals ; and with the perpetual transition of the.
French from the one extreme to the other, which
would be the true model? Or shall we pass.






LXIV.] CENSORSHIP. 265

From all this every German may learn, if he is
not as blind as a beetle, that we must educate
ourselves, and must not bespeak political in-
structors from Irance, or imitate their mode of
procecding. It is true I have often said this
before, but it cannot be too often vepeated.

Enough for to-day—Farewell.

VOL. IiI. N
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LETTER LXV.

FINANCES.

London, Sepiember Sth, 1835.

“In all parts of the world men must die and pay
taxes.” This expression of Franklin does not,
however, exclude the existence, and the useful-
ness of the sciences of medicine and finance; on
the contrary, it affords a consolation, and a certain
freedom, to alleviate the bitterness of necessity.
The quack shortens life, the man of science pro-
longs it; the former disregards measure, place,
and time, and the latter attains his objects with the
smallest means, and in the shortest way. Hippo-
crates is universally considered as the father of
genuine medicine ; but whom we are to place at
the head of all finances, it might not be so easy
to determine. The Sabbatical year and Jubilee
of Moses, and the Agrarian Law of Lycurgus, arve
only ineffectual, very harsh expermments. It is
in the laws of Solon and Secrvius Tullius, as T
have already observed, that we first discover more
vigorous and active thought; and the Athenian
manifests, in this respect also, his genius and
ability. Rome gradually transferred all burdens
to the conquered, and forgot that a people who
are not always ready to stake their own lives and
fortunes, in the end necessarily become enervated,
and go to rum.

Financial distress 1s as old as history, Or was
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it not, for instance, a cruel and unjust system of
finance, when the Helots were excluded from the
possession of land, and yet bound to the heaviest
contributions? The Gracchi, with all their am-
bition, were animated by sentiments of humanity.
They wished to put an end to the monopoly of
the great with respect to the people, and of the
Romans with respect to the allies; and with the
new political system, to introduce also another
mode of taxation. Their attempt failed ; partly
in consequence of selfish opposition, and partly
because their means were too mechanical, and
atmed rather at an externdl equality, which can-
not be maintained, than an ever active resource,
which a judicious system of finance alone can
afford. All that we se¢ of this kind i the old
world, after the fall of the Gracchi, 1s only
tyrannical extortion, or servile concession, till
a general material and intellectual bankruptcey
could no longer be denied, and the German tribes
kicked down all the tr umpery, and exclaimed va
banque. It isremarkable, that in the ancient world
(before the establishment of national credit) poli-
tical revolutions were connected with private
bankrupteies, and the pecuniary embarrassments
of ndividuals, as in modern times, with public
bankruptcies and the financial embarrassments of
government. Thus the legislation of Solon, of
the Decemvirs, and of the Gracchi, arose from the
insupportable distress of individuals—the Danish,
English, and French revolutions, on the contla,ly
from the distress of the governments.

'The art of ﬁ*mnce in the middle ages, was, if

N 2
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. But enough by way of preface. The transition
to England from the point last touched upon is
- very easy. Permit me to begin with former times.
During the reigns of Henry V. and VI, the
annual revenue- amounted to between 60,0001
and 70,000]. It rose, under IEdward IV. and
Richard 1I1., to about 100,000.. Henry VIL’s
knowledge of the value of money led him to
adopt rigorous measurcs of finance; but his son,
Henry VIIL, not only spent the enormous trea-
sure, for that time, of 1,300,000[., but plundered,
and then squandered, the property of the churches
and monasterics. Reprehensible as this is in
itself, this bad management contributed to make
the king dependent on the parliament; a covet-
ous king like Henry VII., after the acquisition of
the entire property of the church, might easily
have made himself an independent tyrant.
Under Henry VIIi's reign, we find a poll-tax,
increasing from 4d. to 10 marks; forced loans, in
proportion to property, a depreciation of the cur-
rency, and other equivocal or blameable financial
measures. Idward VI. left debts to the amount
of 240,000, and paid 14 per cent. interest for
the monecy that he borrowed. Under Queen
Mary, much of the church property was restored,
but many of the crown domains were sold to
meet the expenditure. 'The popularity of Queen
Elizabeth chiefly arose from her being a very good
manager, never burdening the people with exces-
sive demands. She left more outstanding claims
than debts; and her annual income amounted to
about 500,000/, When wecll-founded complaints

were made of the innumerable, injudicious, com-
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which condemned the king, had 10007 a year and
a royal palace ; Lenthal, the- speaker, 6000/.; the
saints,as they were called, received above 679,0001. ;
and the spies cost the Protector 60,000/, a year.
Under Charles I1., the annual revenue and ex-
penditure was above a million, or from—

The Domains . . £100,000
Customs . . 400,000
Window-tax . 5,000
Post-office . . 26,000
Excise . . . 274,000
Hearth-money : 170,600
Tithes and first-fruits 18,0600
Mint : . : 12,000
Wine licences . 20,000
Sundries . . 54,000

Total . £1,081,000

The expenditure amounted fo— -
The internal administration £460,000

Navy . . . 300,000
Army . . . 212,000
Ordnance : . 40,0600
Royal debts . . 100.000
Sundries . . . 37,000

Total . . £1,149,000

All feudal payments were abolished in this
period, a measurc which was naturally produced
by the gradual advance-of the age. But that the
indemnity for them was, for the most part, raised
by taxes, which bore heavier, in proportion, on
the lower than on the higher classes, who were
essential gainers by the change, this was, at the
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same time, a great error and an injustice, fruitful
in conscquences.

Under the reign of Wilham III, the an-
nual expenditure, in time of peace, was about
1,900,000/ *; and the total amount of the revenue
during his whole reign about—

From Customs . . £13,000,000

Fxcise L 13,000,000
Land-tax . . 19,000,000
Poll-tax . . 2,500,000
Births, marriages, burials,

and bachelors . 275,000
Loans, &ec. . 9,700,000
Temporary loans 13,300,000

In round numbers, about 72,000,000
The poll-tax rose from 1s. to 1i. 5s.

s.d. l. s

The tax on burials from 4 0to 50 0
9y Births . 2 0to30 0

» Marriages 2 6tod0 O

v Bachelors 1 0to 12 10

To the poll-tax all non-jurors paid double.
Under Wilham III., the Bank was founded,

* [The statement at pages 272, 273, respecting Queen Anne’s
revenue and expenditure, appears to be quite erroneous: if a year
of peace cost only 2,000,000/ and a year of war only 4,336,000/,
she could not have spent 122,000,000 in twelve years (had they
even been all years of way, the expenditure ought to have been less
thun 53,000,0004.), and her 62,000,000/, revenue would have been
10,000,000/, more than enough, so that she needed uot loans of
59,000,000/, In page 286, there must be a mistake about the re-
ductlon of the interest of the debt; for if a reduction of the funded
debt of nearly 70,000,000/, produced a diminution of the interest of
less than 5,000,0002,it is quite impossible with such sums that the
diminution of the unfunded debt by 15,000,000/ should effect a
reduction of 2,500,000/, in the interest. ]—Translator,
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and the first funded debt arose.  Under the reign
of Queen Anne, a year of peace cost 2,000,000 ;
and a year of war, 4,336,000, During her twelve
years' reign—

The Customs . . £15,000,000
Raised excise . 20,000,000
Land-tax . . 12,000,000
Post, stamps, &e. . 5,000,000 -

62,000,000
Temporary loans . 59,000,000
Total . . £122,000,000

The expenditure amounted to,—
For the Civil List . 7,500,000
Navy .. 23500,000
Army . ) 33,000,000
Ordnance . 2,000,000
Repaid loans . 31,500,000
Interest of the debt 22,500,000
Sundries . 2,000,000
Total . £122,000,000

Under George I. the civil list was fixed at
700,0001 ; the peace establishment was about
2,500,000/. ; and many taxes on the export of
home ‘Pl‘OdU.CO and manufactures abolished. The
land-tax levied on Roman Catholics was still
higher than on Protestants. Under George II.,
the revenue, during the thirty-three years of his
reign (independent of the loans), amounted to
about 217,000,000]. While the national debt,
during the same time, caused an expenditure of

~ 3
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93,000,0007., other things appear quite tifling
and petty : for instance, 152,0001. for the clergy;
45,000(. for London Bridge ; 22,000.. for pubhec
rewards, &e.

Under George 111., every thing was on a greater
scalc : the revenue amounted in the year

1761 .. - £ 8800000
1771 S 9,600,000
1781 S 12,400,000
1791 L 16,600,000
1801 S 34,000,000
1811 S 65,000,000
1813 S 68,500,000
1815 S 72,210,000
1833 L 46,271,000

In the same proportion, the expenses of the
army increased: for instance, in

1780 . . £ 6,500,000
1795 : : 11,500,000
13805 : : 18,500,000
1811 : : 21,000,000
1813 : : 33,000,000 &e.

From 1688 to 1788, according to Sinclair,
The Civil List cost £80,000,000

Navy ., 244,000,000
Army s 340,000,000 510,000,000
Ordnance ,, 30,000,000
Sundries 14,000,000

Debts & interest 390,000,000
In round numbers 1,000,060,000

~Including the loans, therc were paid into the
Treasury, in—



LXV.] NATIONAL DEBT. 275

1801 : : £ 95,000,600
1811 : : 133,000,000
1813 : : 176,060,000
1815 : . 170,000,000

The debt amounted, at the close of the govern-
ment of— ‘

William III., to £ 16,000,000

Anne . . 54,000,000
George 1. . 52,000,000
1748 . . 78,000,000
1762 . . 146,060,000

783 . . 236,000,000
1793 . : 233,000,600
1803 . . 528,000,000
1816 : . 860,000,000

London, September 10, 1835.

Though the details which I have here given
you are, on the one hand, very scanty and in-
suflicient, yet, on the other hand, the features of
the picture are drawn so marked and strong, that,
like many Englishmen, you may, perhaps, be
alarmed at the enormous burthen of the taxes
and debt, and exclaim, « If Great Britain can be
cured of all other disorders, here is one that
1s incurable—which leads, with rapid strides, to
death, and must have already produced a state of
complete exhaustion. Interest to the amount of
30,000,000{. per annum, far more than haif of
the” public revenue; more than four years’ re-
venue of the whole Prussian monarchy! How
long can a country bear such an enormous, use-
less expense, without being completely ruined ?
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time, it proves the great powers of vitality that
England possesses, and the impropriety of such a
step. The greater part of the loans was con-
tracted in stock, according to its current value.
The government submitted to the low price, if
the interest of the new debt did not appear to be
too burthensome. It would, perhaps, have been
better to have granted higher interest, and to
have wrrevocably fixed the amount of the prin-
cipal for all future times. What has happened?

In the first place, notwithstanding the asserted
desperate state of affairs, the price of stocks has
risen enormously ; so that the debt contracted
between 1775 and 1816 is now worth from
180,600,0004. to 200,000,000/ more than in un-
favourable years.

Secondly. The repayment of the principal, and
the payment of the interest, are no longer made
in a depreciated paper curency, but in coin,
whence the greatest advantages accrue to the
lender and the receiver. Supposing, for instance,
the difference of the value between paper and
gold to be only I per cent., the national debt
is increased to 8,000,000L., if 3 per cent., to
24.,000,0007., and if 25 per cent., to 200,000,000
Some persons say, he who a certain number of
years ago purchased land for GO/, possesses at
present only a value of 45/, whereas the property
of him who bought stocks at 60l 1is increased to
90!., while, at the same time, all prices, and the
interest of money otherwise invested, have de-
clined. Take another example:—At the time
when the funds were at the lowest, 150 guineas
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and carried into effect by Pitt, constantly to di-
minish the debt by a sinking fund. But even in
Pitt’s time, this means appeared insufficient, and
his income-tax compelled the living generation
to make greater exertions. But since 1829, all
operations through a special sinking fund have
cecased. This measure, sav some, is indisereet, o
foolish, or both together.

If we more closely examine this objection, we
cannot deny, in general, the truth of the old
proverb, “ He who pays his debis improves his
fortune.” He, however, who pays on one hand,
while he borrows on the other, and borrows, pex-
haps, at a higher interest, is very far from im-
proving his circumstances. And this happened
in England several times, so that the sinking
fund did not improve the public fortune, on one
hand, so much as it was reduced upon the other.
Properly speaking, the fear of a careless, prodi-
gal administration of the finances produced the
idea of tymng the hands of the government by a
sacred, Inviolable sinking fund; it bound itself
as 1t were by a voluntary vow. DBut this availed
just as much as if a man should make a vow not
to go and drink at a public-house, but have the
hquOl brought home to him. Every pa ment of
debts rests upon a surplus of income above the
expenditure; if this surplus is wanting, ezfery
other measure 1s but a delusion. Whether the
finances have been improved without a sinking
fund and vows, will appear in the sequel.

The inquiry, whether the loans were judiciously
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Europe. But if all the national debt and the
payment of the interest were to be annihilated
tomorrow, there would, properly speaking, be no
change at all, for the whole country, its wealth or
its poverty, would remain the same as they are;
and if the fundholderslost arevenue of 30,000,0007.
(that 1s, the interest of the funds), on the other
hand, taxes to the amount of 30,000,000L would be
abolished. If any person had exactly as much to
receive in interest as he has to contribute in taxes
for the payment of the interest, the annihilation
of the national debt and the simultaneous remis-
sion of taxes would not make the slightest dif-
ference ; and the monster might be destroyed by
a single stroke of the pen. Itis only because the
proportions of payment and receipt are very dif-
ferent in the cases of individuals, that the present
machinery must remain, and give to every one his
due. It is certainly more complex and expensive
than if every individual could settle with his
neighbour; but, on the other hand, it affords a
convenient opportunity to individuals to invest
any surplus of their income, and it is also an in-
ducement to save. At all events, it is sufficiently
clear, from what I have said, that the Iinglish na-
tional debt 1s by no means a mortal disease, or a
proof of poverty and misery. It is a proof of
wealth and of strength, which is certainly far from
being exhausted.

- But, if you will not come into my views, I will
show you, in the sequel, what has been done to
reduce the amount of the national debt.
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In the year 1731 thie numbers of persons receiv-
ing intercst in the funds were—

Not above £95 . . 58,000

P 10 . . 29,000

o 50 . . 64,000

p s 100 . . 16,000

U 200 . . 9,000

v 300 . . 3,000

v 500 . . 2,000

» s 1,000 . . 1,000

. s 2,000 . . 283

Above 2,000 . . 104
In the year 1830 the interest was paid to
275,000 persons, whence we may at least discover
that the capital of the national debt is not in the
hands of a few excessively rich individuals. But
the possessors, that is, the creditors, are certainly
to be considered as the rich, when we compare
them with the debtors, that is, with those who
must find means for paying the interest of the
national debt by the taxes imposed upon them.
If the above-made consideration of both parts
divided the light and shade equally, or balanced
the gam W1th the loss, the national debt appears,
on the other hand, to be a great cvil for the tax-
payers who receive no part of the mnterest. On
this account complaints arose, that almost every
article of produce and consumption was heavily
taxed, while the fundholder, as such, was wholly
free. 'The income arising from agriculture and
manufactures, it was alleged, bore alone the bur-
thens for the poor, repair of the roads, &e., and
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this all in an increasing proportion; and at a
time too when those great branches of industry
were less productive than before: whereas the
fundholder had, during this time, acquired an
enormous 1ncrease of hlS capital and property, and
daﬂy continues to gain, by his exemption from
taxes.

For these and similar reasons, T.ord Althmp
proposed, in Feblmly 1831, to levy a stamp-
duty on every transfer in the funds. Against this
it was objected, in the first place, that nearly
600,000,000 always remain in the same hands,
and only the smaller remaining portion fluctuates:
for which reason, if it was resclved really to tax
the public creditor, some other mode must be
adopted. But it was argued further, that the
plan was contrary to the law, and to the promises
given, and to prudence: it would ruin public cre-
dit, drive capital out of the country, would deter
people from saving money, and in fact lay a tax
upon industry, slkill, and economy. This opposi-
tion induced the minister to give up his plan; and
the public creditor is only taxed indirectly, when
the general lowering of the rate of interest obliges
him to be satisfied with less per cent. than he re-
cetved before,

The English have not unfrequently boasted,
that they avoid oppressing the poor by taxing
the principal necessaries of life; yet it may be
proved, that their system of taxation unquestion-
ably takes from the poor man more per cent. of
his income than from the rich man. Besides, the
above assertion is true only with respect to meat:
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15 superficial and insufficient. T will set aside all
the weighty considerations which arise on an in-
come and property tax ; for instance, the various
kinds of income, the gradations of payment, pro-
perty which yields or does not yield a profit, &e.;
and will touch only on one point, which, to my
knowledge, was never discussed, and yet is of de-
cisive importance. All parties lay down, as an
mcontrovertible principle, that every man is able
to pay taxes in proportion to his income; but
they never inquire after his expenditure; and yet
a correct result is not to be obtained till these two
points, which are necessarily connected, can be
ascertained. Properly speaking, only the surplus
income above the necessary expenditure, or equal
income with equal taxes, should be liable to taxa-
tion. But if I levy the tax solely according to the
income, and pay no regard to the expenditure
of the tax-payer, the abstract equality of the bur-
then disappears before the power of circum-
stances ; and the harshness and injustice are as
evident as in every other mode of taxation. Two
persons in office, for instance, having an equal
salary, are equally rated to the income-tax; but
if one is unmarried, and the other has ten chil-
dren to provide for, 1s this apparent cquality
(which pays no attention to expenditure) the
real theoretical equality which is so much boast-
ed of ? '
Perhaps you tell me that I speak too long,
and too diffuscly of secondary things, probably
because there is not much of importance to say
respecting the main question. On the contrary,
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I have saved these agreeable main reasons for
the last.

On the 5th Jan,, 1816, the 1835.
funded debtwas . . . 4£816,311,939 £743,675,000
The unfunded debt . . . 43,937,707 28,521,550

Total . . + . . . . 860,249,646 772,186,550
Deduet . . + . .« . 772,186,530 —————

Nowless. . . .+ .+ . 88,063,006
The interest was of the fanded

debt . . . . . 28,563,914 23,742,647
Unfunded debt . ., .« . 3,187,702 691,294 .
Total ., « + .+ « .+ . 31,751,616 24,433,941
Peduet . . + . + . 24,433,041
Nowless » . . « . 7,317,675

These vesults are rendered more advantageous
by two important facts :—

First, That in 1816 the usual interest of Ex-
chequer bills was 57, 6s. 53d., but now only (per
cent.) 20 5s. 7d.

Secondly, That in 1816 the annuities were, fo
the permanent debt, as one to sixteen; now, on
the other hand, as one to six: whence it fol-
lows that the interest diminishes indeed less than
if no part of the funded debt had been converted
into annuities, but that both principal and interest
arc now in a much more rapid progress towards
payment. DBut stopping only at what has been
above stated, England, notwithstanding the in-
crease of annuities, has, since the peace, reduced
the amount of the annual interest in round num-
bers by 51,210,000 dollars, and the principal of
the debt 616,000,000. What state in Europe
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can boast of a similar progress? Have not most of
them increased their debt since the peace, instead
of diminishing it? Are they not thereby proceed-
ing, in a revolutionary manner, to bankruptey ?

If this bugbear, the national debt, has lost -
much of its terrors on closer examination, does
not the other face of this Janus-head, the taxes,
appear the more ruinous? Whatever complaints
and prophecies are now uttered in this respect,
cannot surpass what was said by Davenant on
the same subject more than a hundred years ago.
“Cur gold and our silver diminishes; the reve-
nue decreases; wool falls in price; the number
of ships declines; the country-seats will tumble
into ruins; industry will vanish; in a word, we
bear in ourselves all the indications of a nation
hastening to decay.” Like him, many political
economists, looking only at the naked figuves,
assert that Xngland 1s taxed ten times as high as
Poland for instance, because every tax-payer has
to pay a sum ten times as large. But if the
Englishman, 1 spite of this nominally tenfold
amount of his taxes, cats, drinks, lodges, and is
clothed better, obtains more enjoyments for the
mind and body, and in the end has far more left
than the Pole, where is the taxation the highest
and most oppressive !

So far as the English mode of taxation rested
on the system of prohibition, it naturally suffered
from all the evils resulting from it ; but since the
greatest monopolies have been abolished, namely,
slavery, the act of navigation, the exclusive trade
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evil; but mnumerable articles were, and still are,
taxed much higher, according to the old and new
tarifis. Thus, for instance :—

Cotton goods, paid on £100 value, £20

Glass ' ' S0
T.cather ) s 30
Linen s s 40
‘Blacklead pencils v 40
Cider, per ton L, 21

“The duty on borax was 30 per cent. of its value;
on coffee, from 100 to 150 ; pepper, 400; brandy,
above 500: tobacco, from Y00 to 1000. An
annual expenditure of 700,000, for the suppres-
sion of the contraband trade could not have so
much effect as a judicious reduction of the duties
of custom. Such reduction often led to an in-
creased consumption, so that the revenue was
rather augmented than diminished by it. - Thus,
for example, in the year 15825, the gallon of wine
paid 11s. 5d., and 106,000/ were paid on 183,000
gallons; in the year 1829, however, the duty was
6s., and 115,0004. were paid on 380,000 gallons.
In 1808, the duty on coffee was 2s. a pound, and
the receipts amounted to 144,000L.  In 1829 the
duty was only 6d.,and the total receipts 378,0001.
The consumption had increased from 4,000,000 to
above 16,000,000 of pounds. The reduction of
taxes, which by arithmetical calculation should
have produced a falling off of more than 9,000,000
between the years 1823-1827, ended with the loss
of 3,000,000,

Besides the high rate of duty, the English
Custom-house laws make far too many distinc-

VOL. ‘111. 0
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liable to manifold difficulties. The Knglish Go-
vernment has acknowledged this in the changes
which it has made within thesc few years.

London, 11tk September, 1835.

I subjoin first some particulars, then more
general results.

Timber.—In the year 1809, the duties on Baltic
timber were so augmented, that Canada timber
(and the North American which goes by this
name) obtained a monopoly. In reliance on this
monopoly, money was invested, and now it is
considered as inviolate, though England has lost,
-according to an estimate that has been made,
the sum of 20,000,000!. since that time, besides,
the ships built of Canada timber last only half
as long, and the houses go to decay. Thirtcen
North Xuropean ships sailed in one year to
Canada, and their cargo of timber was brought
‘to England as Canadian. Surely an almost in-
-credible result of an absurd system. 1f England
treats in this manner two of the chief export
articles of Prussia, timber and corn, it can hardly
‘1nsist on reciprocity.

Wine.—The consumption amounted in 1831
to—

Gallons—at 277 cabic inches per gallon,
and 523 gallons per hogshead.

Cape wine : . 537,000
French wine . . 337,000
Madeira : : 228,000
Portuguese . . 2,933,000

4,035,000

o2
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¢

- per cent. of the value. The result 1s that, not-
withstanding the increasing population, the con-
sumption dechined from the year 1794 to 1833,
from 9,400,000 Ibs. to about 4.400,000 lbs.; but,
meantime 3,500,000 1bs., or, as others say, three-
fourths of the whole consumption, was smuggled.
(Hansard, vol. 1. p. 330; vol. v. p. 730; Edin-
burgh Review, vol. li. p. 217.)  On an average, a
duty of 3s. per pound is still levied on tobacco.

Spirits—The duty on spirits was, by degrees,
very much increased, in the two-fold hope of
augmenting the revenue, and of diminishing the
passion for drinking. 'The expectation was dis-
appointed in both respects—the revenue lost by
smuggling, and the consumption became daily
greater. When, in the year 1822, for instance,
the duty per galion was 3s. 6d., it was paid in
Ircland on 2,328,000 gallons, and in Scotland on
- 2,079,000 ; whereas, the actual consumption was
estimated, in the former country, at 10,000,000,
and in the latter at 6,000,000 gallons. Besides,
as long as the duty in England is much higher
than in Scotland, large quantities will probably
be smuggled across the frontiers. At least, 1t is
difficult to understand how the consumption in
1830 could be estimated per head,

Pints,
In England and Wales, at 4%
In Ireland . . . 92

In Scotland . . 20

Others affirm that, by smuggling, expenses, &e.,
70 per cent. of the actual revenue is lost; and

that in Scotland, while 16,000,000 gallons pay
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wiil approve that the duty on paper rises to 200
per cent. on the value.

Sult was first taxed under William II1., and
the duty rose during the last war to 15s. per
bushel, or, as some affirm, to forty times the cost
of manufacture. Now the duty is entirely taken
off, though it may be doubted whether this article
might not bear a moderate duty better than
many others.

Malt.—1f we add together the taxes on mailt,
hops, and beer, no article in Great Britain was.
taxed higher for many years than this most
favourite beverage. And to the burthen of these
duties were added innumerable annoyances in the
manufacture, and improper favours for the more
wealthy, who brewed for their own consumption.
In the year 1830 (when the malt duty was not
so high as during the war) it was—(mstead of
34s. 8d. as befom)———-

Per quarter . 30s. 3d.
Beertax . . 31 11
Hopduty . . 2 0

Total . 54 7

Or, about 17s. on a barrel of beer, or 150 per.
cent. of the value of the malt used in it. This
excessive duty naturally diminished the consump-
tion of beer, and the remission of the beer-tax
was equally just and judicious. The entire abo-
lition of the malt duty is prevented by the diffi-
culty of making up for the loss to the revenue,
without an entire change 1n the system of
taxation.
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erection, much trouble and many errors would
ensue. In the year 1831, there were—

‘ Houses.
In England . . 2,233,000
In Wales . . . 153,000
In Sco_tland . 369,000

Total . 2,846,600 |
And of these only 430,000 were liable to the
house-tax, and only 577,000 to the window-tax,

. London, 17th Septcmber.

I weary you with details; but these examples
will suffice to draw your attention to the light and
dark sides of the British system of taxation.
What has been done to diminish the latter?
This is the main question. To this I reply, while
all the other European governments have, since
the conclusion of peace, either made no reduction
at all in the taxes, or in a very trifling degree, the
English government, besides the above-mentioned
reduction of the national debt, has done so much
in this respect as to surpass all expectation. Thus
the duties of Custom were reduced, or entirely
abolished, on the following articles :—Coals, slate,
barilla, borax, cotton, silk, leather, wine, tobacco,
coffee, iron, hemp, pot-ashes, flax, indigo, ivory,
quicksilver, madder, rags, ostrich feathers, books,
pepper, glass, porcelain, tar, watches, fustic, gin-
ger, shumac, tamarinds, gum-lac, toys, aloes, bed-
feathers,artificial flowers, paper,zaffer,sponge, rum,
Peruvian bark, oranges, Iemons, almonds, raisins,
sugar, wax, mahogany, rapeseed, linseed, thubarb,
sago, opium, maccaroni, gum-arabic, smalts, hair,

03
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&c.  The Excise duty has been reduced, or abo-
lished, on malt, made-wines, brandy, wine, vine-
gar, cider, beer, leather, wire, candles, soap, stone
bottles, printed calicoes, tiles, &e. "The stamp-
duty was reduced on legal writings, small bank-
notes, playing cards, &e. The tax on windows,
scrvants, carriages, horses, and dogs, was dimi-
nished. The house-tax and the income-tax were
abolished. According to an official statecment for
the year 1832, the reductions up to that time

were— £.

Duties of Custom =~ . 8,990,000
Exase . . . 14,075,000
Stamp . . 466,000
Income and Assessed Taxes 18,680,000
Post . . . . 130,000

Total . 42,344,000
Newly imposed Taxes . 5,836,000

Consequently the reduction for
one year still amounted to £ 36,508,000

. Mr. Spring Rice, in his latest speech on the
public ‘revenue, calculated that the present ve-
venue of Great Britain 1s only 5,000,000L or
6,000,000{. more than the annual amount of the
taxes taken off since the peace. The income for
1836 is estimated at 45,530,0001., the expendi-
ture at 44,715,000L., and the amount of taxes
taken off at 40,190,000.. in one year*. If we fur-
ther consider, that the present reduced taxes are
contributed by a far greater number of persons
than the former mgh taxes, it appears that the

* There appears some mistake here.—Transiator.



LXV.] FINANCE—TAXATION, 299

diminution is more considerable than the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer represented it, or that the
individual now pays less than the half of what he
did before. Fmally, if we reflect in what a de-
gree the riches of Great Britain have increased
since the peace, by the ample interest of the 1m-
mense capital which remains in the hands of pri-
vate persons, in consequence of the remission of
the taxes, the rate per cent. of the present taxes
decreases, in comparison with former times, in a
far greater proportion. It results evidently, and
beyond all doubt, that the ability of England is
infinitely greater, and its financial position infi-
nitely better and more brilliant, than adversaries
abroad believe, and grumblers at home allow.
The sular situation of England has certanly
facilitated many reductions of expenditure; the
expense of the war-department (chiefly in conse-
quence of the injudicious treatment of Ireland) is
certainly still much too high; but what European
state has a right to look here for the mote, when
it does not observe, or does not choose to observe,
the beam in its own eye? -Some persons were of
opinmon that no taxes ought to be taken off,- but
that the surplus should be applied to paying off a
larger proportion of the debt. To this it was re-
plied, that by so doing capital might be driven to
forcign countries; that every reduction of taxes
produced capital, which brought much higher in-
terest to those who could employ it in trade, than
the state saved by paying off the debt. At all
events, England possesses such wealth, that the
government, in case of need, is able quickly to
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to distress who were not rich according to the
English estimate, or able to acquire money by
some other means. Most of them, however, re-
celve pensions according to certan principles.

No state in Iurope is governed and adminis-
tered at so small an expense, in proportion, as
England. This advantage certainly proceeds, in
part, from its insular position, and, as I have al-
ready said, will increase, when, in consequence of
cquitable laws, the employment of a military force
in Ireland shall not be necessary, and the amount
of pensions for officers, soldiers, &ec. (the dead
weight) rapidly decreases; but the advantage
chiefly arses from the judicious arrangements
which have been introduced within the last few
years. Besides, the expense of collection neces-
sarily decreases, when much may be collected and
in a few places.

In the year 1832 :—

Gross Revenue. Expense of Collection,
Customs . . £19,684,000 £6 19 per cent.
Excise .. 18,849,000 6 v s
Stamps .. 7,420,000 212 .,

Assessed Taxes 5,339,000 4 9 ,,
Post Office . 2,277,000 28 5 ,, .,
Crown Lands 359,000 7 s

Or, on an average upon the total gross revenue,
about 61 per cent. :

I have, indecd, shown plainly enough, that the
reduction of the revenue and expenditure of Eng-
land has been essentially caused by the reduction
of taxes, and economy in the administration; but
should any body still affirm that it is rather m
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consequence of the diminution of property and of
increasing distress, 1 will oppose some particulars,
in addition to all that I have communicated in my
preceding letters.

According to the Edinburgh Review, (lv. 429,)
and Parnell, there were imported—

1810. 1830.
Wool, 1bs. . . 10,914,000 32,313,000
Cotton, Ibs. . . 90,000,000 242,000,000
Coffee, Ibs. . . 5,308,000 22,000,000
Wine, galls. . . 6,809,000 8,255,000
Tea, Ibs. . . . 22,000,000 30,000,000
Pepper, 1bs. . . 1,117,000 2,000,000
Raw Silk, Ibs. (1814) 1,504,000 4,256,000
Tallow, cwts. (1790) 225,000 (1828) 1,110,000
Candles, 1bs. . 54,000 117,000
Soap, Ibs. . . 45,000 115,000

Still more comprehensive and various are the
facts which the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr.
Spring Rice, laid before the House in his last
speech on the finances. The number of bank-
rupteies, for instance, had regularly diminished
since 1830. The number of contributors to the
savings banks increased during the last year by
36,415, and the capital of those banks (chiefly by
the deposits of the lower classes) was increased
by 1,032,323l. The official amount of cxports
amounted, on an average,

In 1827—1830 to 65,000,000
1831—1834 ,, 78,000,000
1835 ,, 35,000,000
or a higher sum than ever.
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The consumption of oil inereased

From 1833, 1,131,000 gallons,

To 1835, 2,077,000
Of Tea, 30,080,000 1bs.
Of Cotton, ., 320,210,000 ,,

A comparison of the average receipt of 1831—
1834, with 1835 showed an increase, on

Auctions about 12 per Cent.

Bricks . 11 ,,
Glass » 14 ,,
Hops » 21 .,
Malt ) 3 . .
Paper . 7 .
Tea . 8 ,, .,
Wine Vinegar ,, 13 .,
Spirits s T .,

What does all this prove, (some obstinate dis-
putant may object,) except that luxury every-
where increases —but all history proves, that in
the same proportion a nation degenerates, and
hastens to its ruin. I reply—first of all, this
position is not at all true in such a general sense;
or it 1s, at least, equally true, that a people whose
enjoyments decrease approaches to its ruin; and
that a people which knows no enjoyment is scarcely
above the rudeness of an almost animal existence.
So important a question cannot be decided by mere
commonplaces : far more accurate researches and
investigations are necessary t6 come near the
truth. I add a few remarks.

In the first place, in those times in which we
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quently of its charm, and deery all enjoyment as
unnatural, must i the end conceive idleness, in-
sensibility, and indifference to be the highest
object of human existence.

Every pcople has its own peculiar mode of
bodily and mental activity, as well as of bodily
and mental enjoyment. But if T were to reproach
the English with anything, it would certamnly not
be an excessive love of luxury, consuming the
capital, but rather a too restless activity, which,
like the balance of a watch, is never in repose,
and values the possibility of many enjoyments
more than the real possession of a single one.
However, there arises from this circumstance an
incredible and incalculable incrcase of capital
and power. Should the future position of this
country require more warlike exertions, or should
a greater love for the enjoyments of peace arise,
at all events there are for ecither more resources,
for a long serics of ycars, than at any former
period.

Po not censure as foolish and childish, that
while I am writing to you about agriculture,
manufactures, finances, taxes, and such dry mat-
ters, I am in the end filled with the most profound
and joyful feelings. Iow many historical trage-
dies have filled my head and heart for years
together! how many funerals of kings and states
have T attended with grief! o not then grudge
it me, 1f, to my fancy, glorious blossoms for the
present, and fruits for the future, appear to rise
from the apparently barren soil of these figures

i
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and tables. I am only a stranger, and yet I will
do more than the English require—nay, more
than many approve—for I am not contented with
one side or one point of view, but will comprehend,
in one expression of affection, good-will to the old,
the new, and the future England : they belong to
and arc connected with each other; and he who
entirely rejects the one, or the other, commits a
murder on himself and his country.




LXVL] 307

LETTER LXVIL

Concluding Observations—Municipal Reform—Lords and Com-
mons—Political Rights—Future Reforms—State of Parties——
Eulogium on Englaud—Apprehensions and Hopes—Future
Prospects-—England and Germany.

September 14th, 1835,

Musr I, indeed, write my last letter from
England? There is something mysterious and
tragical in the idea of a lasz, from the merest
trifle to the most important concerns. That one.
must be the last at church or school, playhouse or
Parliament—that in every battle one last shot
must fall—every evening one last ray be shed
upon the world—every human being draw one
last breath—and many similar matters, might
easily afford subject for divers serious reflections.
My last letter, therefore, must be written—the
regret which this task inspires is overbalanced
by the agreeable nature of its contents, and the
confirmation of my conjectures and hopes.

The Municipal Reform Bill for England has
passed; a law by the number and variety of ifs
effects and consequences, more important per-
haps than the Reform Bill, and, by its natural
and moderate enactments, attended with scarcely
any danger to individuals and the public. The
different views of the Upper and Lower House led
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every other, be opposed, and most of all, the poor
insufficient scheme of a single, elective, and om-
nipotent chamber, or of two elective chambers.
But some abuses, for instance the voting by
proxy, ought not to be reckoned as essential and
inviolable rights of the Upper House.

This time, in the debates on the Municipal
Reform Bill, the principal members of the Lower
House acted in a more cxalted and noble style
than many of the over-cxcited Lords. - I reckon
it among the greatest political enjoyments of my
life to have seen and heard how men of the most
different opinions, Russell and Peel, Spring Rice
and O’Connell, kept in view, with the same
moderation and prudence, only one, but that the
highest, object,—the good of their country. All
opintons, all passions were laid aside, in order,
by noble, dignified concession, to avoid an open
breach with the Upper House, and Heaven knows
what misery for the country. And the Upper
House followed the example; and England, after
these transient clouds, stands more glorious than
so many politicians would believe. . My assertion,
that (far otherwise than in France) the crisis here
is the commencement of tranquillity, has been
confirmed, also, on this occagsion. Those who
compared the Reformed Parhament to the French
National Assemblies have, happily, been greatly
mistaken in their calculations; otherwise, mstead
of the tranquillity and satisfaction in which
England hves, the gullotine would be already
at work.

I have already written to you on the ancient
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at elections, and would preserve it here; and the
less so, as the matter was much clearer there
than here.

In the second place, a main point of difference
related to the qualification. Undoubtedly nothing
in the world is more important than that for
every business duly qualified persons should be
found ; but the manner of doing it is attended
with very great difficulties. The Indians and
Egyptians thought that they had found the best
way of removing all difficulties and mistakes, by
unalterably determining the fate of a man for his
whole life, according to his birth; the Greecks
and the Romans, on the contrary, gradually broke
through all such barriers, and fell at last, in con-
sequence, into anarchy and tyranny. In the
middle ages, the right of birth in the nobility, of
their vocation in the clergy, of election in the
third class, prevailed—undoubtedly a more in-
genious and varied organization than any of the
preceding. Our age lays a particular stress
upon election; but as, notwithstanding all the
commendations bestowed on this form, it does
not entirely confide in it, the question of the qua-
lification is brought forward. If the body of
electors is prudently and judiciously constituted,
the greatest liberty, in my opinion, may and
should be given to it. But this liberty is often
heightened and guaranteed by legal enactments;
for instance, that a community shall choose for its
clergyman only a candidate of divinity who has
undergone his examination. Now every body
looks for the political qualification in money.
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row-minded who 1s unable cqually to appreciate
Pitt and Fox, Burke and Mackintosh? Do not
the trophies of Wellington, the splendid ability
of Peel, the energy of Russell, triumphing by its
simplicity, the clear and well-directed understand-
ing of Spring Rice, the enthusiastic struggle of
O’Connell, belong to each other? De they not,
by their reciprocal action, promote what is right ?
Would not the picture be poorer, the result more
confined, if I should take out, condemn, or throw
aside the one or the other?

Perhaps this observation may draw upon me
‘the reproach of a want of definite opinions, of in-
decision and weakness, and a confusion of ideas.
Be it so. An Englishman may consider it his
right and his duty to be a Whig or'a Tory, 4
Churchman or a Dissenter, and to swear fidelity
to one of these standards. My (Iisposition, Coln-
ading with my right and my duty, assigns me a
place outside of all these narrow circles; and I
deny that this position is less favourable for ob-
servation. Does not each of these parties sec in
those opposed to him only injustice and confu-
sion? Would they not, if they had their own
will, destroy and annihilate each other, till nothing
was left of England? From my position, on the
contrary, I do not seec merc vortices of Descartes,
but a well-ordered system of suns and planets,
with only those interruptions: which the free
movements of the varied whole naturally and ne-
cessarily bring with them. DBut if these inter-
ruptions cxceed the natural and necessary mea-
sure, real dangers undoubtedly arise; and I have

P 2
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can never find permanent happiness, so long as
it does not add to courage humility, to dominion
-self-control, to activity persceverance, and. to ta-
lents morality,—where is the hope of the world,
the guarantee for the future, the safeguard against
‘the irruptions of barbarism ? IT 1s 1IN THE PRIME-
VAL SOUND STEM OF (FERMANIC DEVELOPMENT, AND
ITS TWO MAIN BRANCHES—{(ZERMANY AND (REAT
-Britaix. If these two nations thoroughly com-
prehend their noble task, 1f they exert all thew
energics for its accomplishment, then, even the
diseased portions of Xurope will recover their
health, the manifold harmonies of life will again
resound, and the smallest quarter of the globe
will, in spite of all defeets, still take the lead in
the advance of knowledge throughout the woild.

THE END,.
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